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Abticle  L— the  system  OF  INSTRUCTION  AT  WEST 
POINT:— CAN  IT  BE  EMPLOYED  IN  OUR  COL- 
LEGES? 

The  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  in  the  nnmber  of  its 
students,  its  coarse  of  stndy,  and  its  corps  of  instructors,  may 
natnrally  and  fairly  be  compared  with  any  of  oar  leading 
Colleges.  Sach  a  comparison  seems  suitable  at  the  present 
time,  when  misgivings  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  systems  de- 
fended by  custom  and  tradition  are  so  general,  and  when  the 
disposition  is  so  strong  to  recast  the  coll^iate  courses.  The 
Academy,  too,  as  an  Institution  in  which  the  mathematics 
occupy  the  largest  place,  has  a  peculiar  interest  to  those  reform- 
ers who  consider  that  the  ancient  languages  engross  too  much 
time  and  attention.  As  an  important  National  Institution, 
also,  it  should  be  familiar  to  the  knowledge  of  the  people  who 
sustain  it.  And  y<§J;,  it  is  believed  that  very  few  have  any 
practical  knowledge  of  its  management,  or  internal  arrange- 
ments. 

There  is  a  general  belief  that  the  teaching  there  is  thorough, 
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and  that  an  appointment  as  a  cadet  is  to  be  valued  for  a  son ; 
bnt  bejond  such  vague  impressionSj  there  is  little  known. 

In  our  Colleges  the  students,  by  their  frequent  visits  home, 
make  their  friends,  in  a  good  degree,  familiar  with  the  meth- 
ods of  study  and  recitation ;  but  a  cadet,  not  seeing  his  home 
for  two  years  after  he  enters  the  Academy,  has,  when  he  does 
revisit  it,  lost  his  interest  in  the  details  of  his  daily  life ;  and  the 
vocabulary  which  describes  that  daily  life  is  peculiar  enough 
to  be  a  further  hinderance  to  talking  much  about  the  system  of 
instruction.  He  will  tell  at  what  time  he  gets  up,  of  drills 
before  breakfast,  of  the  fare  at  the  mess  hall,  of  inspections, 
and  will  leave  a  strong  impression  in  the  minds  of  his  friends 
of  rigorous  discipline,  but  of  little  besides. 

The  visit  of  the  Board  of  "Visitors,  too,  every  June,  though 
of  some  length,  and  intended  to  furnish  just  that  information 
which  the  country  should  possess,  usually,  it  must  be  confessed, 
fails  of  its  object.  The  members  of  the  Board  are  often 
appointed  for  political  motives,  and  are  neither  able  nor 
desirous  to  follow  understandingly  the  subjects  which  are 
brought  before  them  in  the  examination  (and  still  less  to  re- 
port upon  them),  and  so  they  are  entertained  as  they  desire, 
dinners  are  given  them,  oflBcers  attend  the  examination  in  full 
dress,  a  ball  is  given  at  the  hotel,  a  "skillful,"  as  they  described 
it  in  their  last  report,  boat  race  is  witnessed  by  them,  and 
they,  in  return,  bestow  praise  so  indiscriminately  that  it  loses 
its  value,  noticing  just  what  strikes  the  eye,  and  not  recog- 
nizing wherein  that  thoroughness  consists  which  is  so  character- 
istic of  the  Academy.  If  the  visit  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
does  not  bring  before  the  public  the  exact  knowledge  which  is 
to  bo  desired,  still  less  do  the  sketchy  letters  of  transient 
visitors.  The  Academy  has  won  its  high  character  by  the 
earnest,  faithful,  patient  labor  of  its  Professors,  who,  not 
largely  recompensed,  nor  greatly  cheered  by  the  intelligent 
approval  of  the  world,  have  worked  on  year  after  year  till 
they  have  produced  a  method  of  instruction  which  is  both 
admirably  carried  out  and  attests  by  its  results  its  worth. 

It  is  believed  that  the  distinctive  features  of  the  Academy 
appear  in  the  daily  recitations.  To  examine  as  clearly  and  as 
briefly  as  possible,  and  yet  with  some  necessary  minuteness, 
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the  method  of  instruction  as  there  given,  is  the  purpose  of  this 
Article. 

Nothing  will  be  said  of  the  text-books  or  of  the  cnrriculum 
of  stnd^,  since  these  can  be  learned  from  the  Annual  Register. 
Is  it  not  true,  also,  that  the  method  of  teaching  should  always 
be  the  object  of  inquiry,  rather  than  the  books  taught,  and 
that  a  poor  book  and  a  good  teacher  are  worth  far  more  than  a 
good  book  and  a  poor  teacher,  and  that  those  who  as  cham- 
pions of  the  practical  condemn,  for  instance,  the  dead  lan- 
guages, perhaps  condemn  only  a  dead  way  of  teaching  them  ? 

One  should  remember  in  judging  what  is  done  at  West 
Point,  the  great  diversity  in  preparation  of  those  who  enter, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  their  inferiority  both  in  energy  and  love 
/)f  stndy,  and  in  culture  and  refinement,  to  the  candidates  for 
admission  to  our  leading  colleges. 

The  requirements  for  entrance  are  only  these,  Heading, 
Writing,  Spelling,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  English  Grammar, 
and  History  of  the  United  States,*  and  so  low  a  standard  is 
justified  by  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  the  Academy  is  a 
National  School,  and  that  it  should  be  open  to  those  who,  from 
residence  in  thinly  settled  regions,  have  had  opportunity  to 
acquire  only  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  Doubt- 
less a  higher  standard  would  throw  out  a  large  portion  of  those 
who  report  from  the  Western  States,  it  not  being  a  thing  un- 
heard of  for  men  to  receive  appointments  who  can  barely  read, 
who  have  hardly  heard  the  word  English  Grammar,  who  give 
California  and  Michigan  as  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
honor  Gen.  Jackson  as  the  hero  of  the  Mexican  war.f 


*  The  last  two  reqniremeuU  have  been  added  within  the  past  two  yean. 

f  If  inch  foeta  shonld  lead  any  one  to  ask,  Why  not  establish  a  system  of 
competitive  examhifttionSy  and  let  all  who  wish  to  enter  the  national  service  have 
q>portanity  to  do  sot  the  answer  is,  the  system  of  Congressional  appointment 
is  continued  because  congressmen  are  on  willing  to  give  np  so  important  an  item 
of  inflaenee,  and,  if  they  choose,  of  profit.  It  should  be  understood  that  the 
Professors  at  Weei  Point  have  long  been  in  favor  of  a  system  of  appointment  by 
merit  (as  shown  in  a  test  examination)  and  it  is  only  two  years  ago  that  a  bill 
which  seemed  to  combine  everything  that  was  needed,  was  rejected  by  the 
House.    This  bill  provided  that  each  Representative  should  appoint  five  cadeta 
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Let  UB  now  look  in  upon  the  daily  recitationB,  and  select  for 
our  examination  the  fourth  or  incoming  class,  which  numbers 
from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year  it  is  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  from  A  to  Z,  and 
divided  into  six  or  seven  divisions  or  sections,  each  containing 
twelve  to  fourteen  men.  Each  section  has  two  recitations  per 
diem,  except  on  Saturday,  when  the  second  recitation  is  omitted. 
These  two  recitations,  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  are  in 
Davies's  Bourdon's  Algebra,  and  French.  The  Mathematical 
hours  are  from  8  to  11 ;  the  French  from  2  to  4 ;  and  this 
general  division  of  time  holds  good  through  all  the  classes. 
Mathematics  have  the  heart  of  the  day — the  three  best  hours — 
and  six  recitations  per  week ;  English  studies,  including  Law, 
Ethics,  Tactics,  and  Modern  Languages,  usually  the  two  hours  > 
from  2  to  4  P.  M.,  and  but  five  recitations  per  week. 

To  teach  the  Mathematics  to  the  fourth  class,  there  are 
three  or  four  instructors  besides  the  Professor,  each  of  these 
instructors  hearing  two  recitations  in  the  three  hours — i.  e. 
an  hour  and  a  half  is  allotted  to  thirteen  men.  The  sections  are 
formed  at  the  bugle  call  for  recitation,  in  the  area,  within  the 
barrack,  by  the  "section-marchers,''  the  roll  is  called,  and 
they  are  marched  to  their  respective  recitation  rooms,  where 
the  instructor  meets  them.  The  members  of  the  section 
now  file  off  to  their  places  and  stand  there  until  the  section- 
marcher,  saluting  the  instructor,  reports  to  him  who  are 
absent,  and  he  returns  the  salute,  when  they  take  their  seats. 
Five  or  six  men  are  at  once  sent  to  the  black-board,  and 
having  taken  their  places  there  and  written  their  names,  are 
given  each  a  proposition  to  demonstrate,  while  another  is  called 

instead  of  one,  and  that  the  PreBident  should  make  fifty  i4>pointmeDtfl  "  at 
lar^"  instead  of  ten,  and  then  that  the  whole  number  shoold  be  reduced  four- 
fifths  by  an  examination.  On  the  present  system  of  appointment,  only  about 
one-third  of  those  who  enter  graduate,  and  as  eaeh  graduated  cadet  oosts  the 
country  a  large  sum,  there  is  a  great  waste ;  while  if  men  were  admitted  by  selec- 
tion from  the  large  number  who  apply,  nearly  all  who  entered  would  probably 
graduate.  In  our  Eastern  States  congressmen  are,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
throwing  open  the  appointments  from  their  districts  to  competition,  and  in  every 
such  case  that  we  have  known,  the  cadet  has  distinguished  hlmselfl  Let  the 
people  demand  competltiye  examination  of  Oongress. 
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Tip  to  recito  on  the  reading  matter  of  the  lesson  in  answer  to 
qnestions.  He  is  catechised  until  one  of  those  first  sent  to 
the  board  signifies  his  readiness,  which  he  does  by  facing  the 
instmctor  and  assoining  the  attitude  of  attention. 

He  begins  by  describing  in  general  terras  his  subject,  then 
he  enunciates  the  theorem  or  scientific  statement,  and  lastly 
follows  out  the  work  he  has  put  upon  the  board,  indicating 
each  point  of  progress  by  the  pointer. 

There  are  certain  set*  phrases  which  are  so  much  used  as 
almost  to  be  obligatory.  A  cadet  b^ins  to  recite  by  saying, 
^^I  am  required  to  discuss  a  theorem  relating  to,"  etc.,  etc.,  and 
concludes  by  saying,  if  letters  have  been  employed  to  represent 
known  terms,  "  which  literal  conclusion  may  be  thus  transla- 
ted ;"  and  all  this,  though  somewhat  arbitrary,  is  fitted  to 
keep  before  his  mind  that  he  is  evolving  a  principle,  and  that 
the  principle,  when  evolved,  has  practical  application.  His 
demonstration  concluded,  he,  having  so  far  proceeded  without 
interruption,  is  keenly  questioned  by  the  instructor.  What 
has  been  imperfectly  understood  is  elncidated,  misconceptions 
are  corrected,  and  when  he  is  at  last  allowed  to  take  his  seat, 
he  can  hardly  fail  to  understand  throughout  what  he  has 
recited.  Nor  do  the  questions  asked  cover  only  the  point  of 
demonstration,  but  run  over  the  review  and  back-review,  in- 
cluding everything  in  any  way  hinted  at  by  the  recitation,  so 
that  one  man  may  often  recite  half  the  lesson.  The  work  is  now 
erased,  another  takes  the  place  with  perhaps  the  same  topic, 
and  the  second  of  those  first  stationed  at  the  board  is  called 
upon  for  his  demonstration,  and  so  on  through  the  section. 

The  lesson  is  gone  over  with  so  many  times  at  each  recita- 
tion, that  an  attentive  scholar  could  learn  it  there  by  listening, 
and  the  reviews  and  back-reviews  are  so  well  kept  up  that  we 
doubt  not  a  lai^  portion  of  the  class,  when  the  Algebra  is 
finished,  could  begin  at  the  beginning  and,  unprompted,  pro- 
ceed to  the  end. 

Algebra  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  be  studied  in  this  way«  and 
any  teacher  who  will  make  the  trial,  more  and  more  disusing 
questions,  and  accustoming  and  encouraging  his  pupils  to  put 
the  lesson  on  the  board,  will  be  surprised  to  see  how  they  will 
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themselves  enjoy  it,  and  how  sure  their  progress  will  be.  It  is 
not  meant,  it  must  be  understood,  that  the  instructor  at  West 
Point  does  not  question  and  communicate,  only  that  the  reci- 
tation and  instruction  are  separated.  The  cadet  has  a  certain 
work  set  him  to  do,  as,  in  Algebra,  certain  consecutive,  con- 
nected courses  of  reasoning  to  master,  and  the  first  object  of 
the  recitation  is  to  find  if  he  has  done  it ;  the  second,  by 
free  discussion  and  suggestion,  to  clear  and  fix  his  knowledge ; 
but  the  mark  is  given  chiefly  for  4iis  work,  and  not  for 
what  he  has  done  conjointly  with  the  instructor.  All  the 
mathematical  treatises  at  West  Point  are  constructed  on  the 
synthetic  plan,  and  especially  aim  at  requiring  the  student  to 
construct  his  own  syntliesis,  and  then  to  defend  it — like  a 
general  besieged  in  a  fortress,  whose  success  in  the  defense  will 
be  just  according  to  his  skill  and  care  in  constructing  his  work 
and  defending  his  approaches.^ 

Such  a  system  of  instruction  puts  upon  a  level  men  of  equal 
mental  power,  who  are  unequal  in  power  of  expression.  The 
work  may  be  put  upon  the  board  slowly  and  thoughtfully,  and 
then  it  is  easy  to  follow  it  out.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  man 
knows  nothing,  it  at  once  becomes  evident,  there  being  no 
middle  ground  between  success  and  failure.  In  all  that  has 
been  just  said,  the  use  of  the  blackboard  has  been  implied. 
It  has,  in  fact,  for  years  at  West  Point  almost  taken  the  place 
c^  an  additional  instructor.  Its  importance  in  education  is 
now  so  universally  recognized  by  its  use  in  all  our  schools, 
Sunday  as  well  as  secular,  that  nothing  need  be  added  on  that 
point.  It  is  employed,  however,  at  West  Point,  not  only  in 
the  Mathematics,  but  in  all  departments.  Grammar,  when 
studied  there,  was  taught  from  a  text-book  constructed  with 
special  reference  to  recitation  upon  the  board,  great  pains 
being  bestowed  upon  the  classification,  and  upon  the  divisions 


*  This  remark  is  true  of  the  Treatises  on  Algebra,  Depcriptive  Geometry, 
Oalculas,  Analytics,  Natural  Philosophy,  and  Engineering.  In  fact,  the  only 
methods  which  find  favor  there  are  those  which  lead  to  discovery ^  the  proofs  of 
general  propositions;  hence,  fur  example.  Algebraic  processes  are  preferred  to 
Geometrical  ones — because  the  latter  only  apply  to  just  the  case  in  hand — change 
a  line  and  the  conclusion  fails,  bat  the  former  cover  an  infinite  number  of 
cases. 
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and  subdivisions  of  the  subjects.  French,  too,  is  now  taught 
in  connection  with  a  '*  Tabular  System  "  constructed  by  the 
Professor,  and  these  tables  are  put  upon  the  board  each  day  by 
the  cadets.  It  would  seem  that,  when  the  system  is  not  too 
stiff,  and  the  subject  one  which  admits  of  analysis,  there  is 
great  advantage  in  this  mode.  The  process  of  writing  in  con- 
nection with  reciting,  fixes  subjects  in  the  memory,  and  the 
student  is  held  to  the  point  by  the  guide  which  he  has  himself 
provided  in  his  headings  upon  the  board.  Even  if  the  subject 
admits  of  no  subdivision,  the  custom  is  to  write  it  upon  the 
board,  and  to  speak,  as  it  were,  upon  that  subject.  In  Ethics, 
a  man  might  say,  I  am  required  to  discuss  th&  sovl.  In 
French,  a  man  might  say,  I  am  required  to  discuss  the 
verb  &tr6. 

Ms.j  it  not  be  said  that  in  connection  with  almost  any  de- 
partment of  study,  there  is  opportunity  in  teaching  a  class  to 
introduce  a  daily  exercise  upon  the  blackboard ;  as  in  Greek, 
upon  the  analysis  of  verbs  and  the  formation  of  words,  in 
Latin,  the  analysis  of  the  sentence  ?  The  board  tells  so  much 
in  few  words  that  time  is  saved  by  such  instruction,  and  a 
thing  which  comes  by  the  eye  often  strikes  home  and  is  re- 
membered. 

The  Instructor  marks  daily  upon  a  scale  as  follows:  3, 
thorough,  2.6,  good,  2,  fair,  1.5,  imperfect,  1,  bad,  0,  failure, 
and  each  Saturday  transfers  his  marks  to  a  printed  blank  which 
shows  the  daily  and  aggregate  rank  of  each  cadet  of  the 
section  for  the  week.  These  blanks  are  exposed  every  Monday, 
at  noon,  to  view,*  and  those  who  have  doubts  about  the 
power  of  emulation  would  have  them  removed,  by  once  seeing 
the  stream  of  men  which,  between  the  first  and  second  dinner 
call,  pours  out  to  the  corridor  of  the  library,  eager  all  of  them 
to  see  how  they  have  done  during  the  week.  The  marks  are 
thus  shown  every  week,  in  every  department,  for  the  four  years. 
Dependent  upon  this  is  the  system  of  transfers,  which  has 
been  in  operation  some  forty  years.  The  sections  do  not  re- 
main the  same  from  week  to  week.    As  soon  as  the  class  are 


*  In  addition  to  this,  once  every  month,  notice  is  sent  home  of  the  progress  of 
esch  cadet  in  scholarship  and  deportment. 
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fairly  at  work,  perhaps  a  month  from  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year,  the  poor  scholars  who,  in  alphabetical  arrangement,  may 
have  fallen  into  the  first  section  are  pat  down  into  the  third, 
fonrth,  or  fifth,  and  the  bright  S's  and  W8>are  elevated  to  their 
places,  and  thns  the  class  is  rough-hewn  into  shape.  In  sao* 
ceeding  weeks,  as  the  marks  of  a  man  are  nnnsnally  high  or 
undnly  low,  he  is  trafisferred  to  a  higher  or  lower  section; 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  studies,  men  rising  or  sinking 
like  the  mercury  in  a  thermometer.  These  transfers  are  made 
in  each  class  and  in  all  departments.  They  are  read  out  before 
the  whole  battalion  at  Dress  Parade  every  Saturday  evening, 
which  corresponds  almost  exactly  to  reading  them  out  in  a 
college  chapel.^ 

The  result  is  that  men  are  stimulated  throughout  the  class — 
are  led  to  work  not  for  the  first  or  tenth  place  alone,  but  for 
the  fortieth  instead  of  the  forty -first.  They  strive  as  hard  to 
keep  out  of  the  lowest  section,  in  cadet  phrase  the  ^^  Immor- 
tal," as  to  gain  the  first ;  studying  sometimes  as  hard  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  class  as  at  the  upper. 

With  such  a  system  of  division  the  good  scholars  are  con- 
tinually incited  by  the  example  of  each  other,  and  there  are  no 
dead  weights  upon  them.  By  a  judicious  arrangement,  too, 
the  course  is  varied,  the  more  difficult  and  intricate  parts 
being  omitted  for  those  who  cannot  understand  them,  and  the 
first  section  in  the  class  accomplishing  from  one-third  to  one- 
half  more  than  the  ^^  Immortals."  In  such  a  study  as  French, 
the  diflference  is  very  marked.  The  first  section,  being  fine 
French  scholars,  are  reading  four  or  five  pages  per  day, 
besides  oral  and  written  exercises,  while  the  last  are  stumbling 
over  one  page. 

But  do  not  the  poor  scholars  suffer  a  serious  loss  in  having 
the  example  of  the  good  withdrawn  ?  Doubtless  there  is  a 
loss,  but  there  are  other  considerations.  Every  teacher  has 
felt  that  the  recitation  of  the  good  scholar  is,  in  large  part, 

*  £iirly  in  this  century  the  cuetom  was  for  the  Chapiaiii  to  Qiarch  out  upoo 
the  Parade  Orouod,  with  the  Cadets,  at  Evening  Parade,  and,  in  the  interval 
Just  before  the  giving  out  orders  for  the  morrow,  to  offer  prayer.  Any  one  who 
has  seen  Evening  Parade,  must  feel  how  beautiful  was  the  old  custom. 
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thrown  away  npon  the  really  poor,  being  just  as^far  above 
them  as  theirs  is  below  his,  and  the  question  often  occurs 
whether  this  attempt  to  combine  two  so  different  elements,  to 
find  the  profitable  mean  for  two  such  extremes,  is  not  impossi- 
ble? Doee  not  the  good  scholar  become  careless  by  being 
asked  many  questions  which  are  nothings  to  him,  and  is  he 
not  led  to  calculate  on  a  certain  amount  ol  success  without 
much  work  ?  and  is  not  the  poor  scholar  discouraged^t  being 
asked  continually  questions  entirely  out  of  his  range,  in  the 
hope  that  the  time  spent  on  him  may  not  be  wholly  lost  for 
the  good  scholars  ?  The  good  influenc-e  of  superior  recitations 
is  strongest  upon  Uiose  who  below,  are  not  out  of  sight  of  the 
good  scholars,  and  these  are  the  men  who,  in  a  division  into 
sections,  will  work  their  way  up  into  the  society  they  desire. 
Every  man  who  can  feel  must  be  saddened  to  see  the  many 
worthy  men,  some  from  dullness  of  mind,  some  from  insuffi- 
ciency of  preparation,  who  are  compelled  to  endure  the  humil- 
iation of  always  failing ;  who,  before  they  risje,  expect  to  be  un- 
successful ;  who,  for  four  years,  live  in  the  fog.  What  woree 
preparation  for  life  than  the  loss  of  confidence  in  self,  which 
such  an  experience  brings?  Yet  there  is  no  doubt,  in  most 
cases,  that  if  these  men  could  be  taken  by  themselves  and  time 
could  be  given  for  slow  and  patient  explanation  the  light  might 
come  into  their  mind,  and  in  their  place  they  might  make  a 
success.  Comparison  may  discourage  as  well  as  stimulate.  Is 
there  not  a  loss  in  our  colleges  where  all  are  trying  to  do  the 
same  thing,  where  tliere  is  no  Pass  and  Class  System,  ad  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge — no  division  into  Sections,  as  at  West 
Point  ? 

Another  important  result  is,  that  a  place  is  provided  for  that 
large,  unworthy  class  who  are  willfully  lazy ;  and  an  opportunity 
is  afforded  of  putting  some  stigma  of  disgrace  upon  them, 
which  plainly  hints  that  as  they  are  classed  with  the  naturally 
dull  and  incompetent  now,  there  will  be  their  place  in  life,  un- 
less they  reform. 

Again,  a  large  part  of  those  who  leave  home  to  join  a  large 
institution,  and,  for  the  first  time,  to  mix  with  strangers,  are 
exceedingly  diffident  and  judge  themselves  very  humbly.  It 
will  be  advantageous  to  them  to  let  them  see  early  how  they 
stand  as  compared  with  their  fellows.    Information  instead  of 
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reticence  in  reply  to  their  inquiry  what  they  are  doing,  raay 
greatly  cheer  thorn.  There  are  so  many  times  when  the  slight- 
est influence  may  so  alter  a  man's  course  in  life  that  not  even 
the  effect  of  a  mark  ought  to  be  despised.  Others,  also,  who 
rate  themselves  too  highly  soon  know  their  present  level  and 
they  lose  their  conceit  or  rise  to  the  place  they  desire. 

A  practical  diflSculty  of  exposing  the  marks  frequently  to 
the  students  in  our  colleges,  is  that  the  instructors  are  already 
overburdened  and  cannot  conveniently  compute  the  marks. 
But  the  labor  is  not  really  great.  True,  it  is  done  often,  but 
the  amount  of  labor  is  so  much  the  less,  and  at  West  Point, 
since  they  foot  up  not  averages,  but  aggregates,  the  work  of  each 
week  is  merely  combined  with  that  of  the  week  before.  The 
whole  work  is  done  there  by  the  instructor  in  fifteen  minutes 
on  Saturday  noon,  just  after  his  last  recitation.* 

But  admitting  that  an  arrangement  like  that  described  is 
possible,  objection  is  sometimes  made  to  its  wisdom.  Marks, 
it  is  said,  are  a  system  of  guesses  at  a  student's  proficiency,  no 
one  exact,  but,  in  the  average,  and  for  a  long  enough  time 
sufficiently  correct;  if  marks  are  shown,  injustice  may  often  be 
done,  and,  in  some  cases,  ill-feeling  toward  the  instructor 
excited.  True,  we  may  say,  the  mark  does  not  always  repre- 
sent the  student's  knowledge  of  the  whole  lesson,  but  it  should 
always  be  understood  to  represent  accurately  his  knowledge  of 
what  he  recites^  and  students  themselves  are  ready  enough  to 
admit  that  if  a  man  who  intended  to  make  a  part  of  the 
lesson  pass  for  the  whole,  is  caught  upon  a  point  which  he  has 
neglected,  his  failure  upon  a  part  ought  likewise  to  count  as  a 
failure  upon  the  whole.  And  certainly  suspicion  of  injustice 
will  be  removed  by  a  frequent  exposure  of  the  marks,  and 
opportunity  to  correct  erroneous  impressions  will  be  afforded 
the  pupil,  while  the  teacher  will  be  kept  constantly  on  his 
guard  against  that  constant  danger  of  marking  the  student 
according  to  his  impression  of  his  ability  instead  of  according 

*  There  is  much  less  routine  work  to  be  done  by  instnictore  at  West  Point 
than  in  a  College.  All  the  letters  to  parents  respecting  progress  or  deficiency  of 
their  sons  in  scholarship  or  conduct,  are  written  by  a  clerk  employed  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  noting  reports  of  improprieties  of  all  kind  is  done  by  cadets 
themselves  vrho,  as  Cadet  officers,  are  placed  "  in  cliarge ''  of  their  fellows. 
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to  the  recitation  which  he  is  now  making.  The  diflSculty  of 
marking  justly,  though  increased  by  the  necessity  which  large 
divisions  impose  of  giving  each  man  few  questions  and  a  short 
trial,  does  not  seem  to  warrant  the  concealment  of  the  mark. 

Another  objection,  and  perhaps  more  diflScult  to  meet,  is 
that  which  discountenances  marks,  as  appealing  to  a  low 
motive,  represents  that  they  are  used  at  all,  only  because  of 
the  "  hardness  of  the  hearts  "  of  scholars,  and  would  dissuade 
from  calling  attention  often  or  actively  to  them. 

Without  forgetting  that  the  truth  lies  between  two  extremes, 
and  that  a  system  which  carried  to  moderate  lengths  produces 
excellent  results,  often  fails  if  pushed  too  far,  it  may  be  said 
that  there  are  two  courses  open.  We  may  say  that  men  of 
mature  age  ought  to  love  knowledge  for  its  own  sake,  and 
that  all  competition,  and  everything  which  promotes  it,  is 
unworthy ;  or  we  may  take  the  other  course,  and,  remembering 
that  those  whom  we  teach,  though  men  in  years,  are  not 
altogether  men,  and  recognizing  the  universal  power  of  emula- 
tion upon  the  young,  decide  to  avail  ourselves  of  it.  In  this 
ease,  it  seems  more  philosophical  to  make  our  system  as 
thorough -going  in  its  operation  as  possible.  At  West  Point 
there  seem  to  be  no  jealousies,  nor  heart-burnings,  nor  exces- 
sive regard  for  iliarks.  The  system  only  affects  all,  whereas, 
in  almost  all  Of  our  colleges  only  a  few  are  reached,  those  the 
very  ones  who  do  not  need  the  stimulus,  while  for  the  lower  and 
larger  part  of  every  class,  the  system  of  marks  as  an  incentive 
to  study,  might  as  well  not  exist. 

A  practical  difficulty  in  carrying  out  fully  in  our  colleges  a 
system  of  division  according  to  merit  in  each  department  will 
be  found  to  exist  At  West  Point  the  recitations  usually  not 
exceeding  two  a  day,  and  the  hours  of  recitations  in  each  de- 
partment being  wholly  independent  of  the  others,  a  man  may 
be  in  the  first  *' section"  in  mathematics  and  third  in  French, 
but  where  there  are  three  or,  as  at  Yale,  four  departments  in 
Freshman  and  Sophomore  year,  to  do  the  same  would  require 
twelve  consecutive  hours  of  recitation,  i.  e.  beginning  at  8 
A.  M.,  and  allowing  a  recess  of  one  hour  for  dinner  and 
one  hour  for  supper,  recitations  could  not  close  until  10  P.  M. 
Two  courses  remain  open,  to  classify  according  to  proficiency 
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in  Bome  one  department,  as  in  Mathematics,  or  which  is  nearly 
the  same,  in  Greek  and  Latin  combined,  or  according  to  the 
average  of  all  the  studies.  The  latter  course  seems  more  in 
harmony  with  the  present  plan,  only  doing  earlier  what  now  is 
delayed  until  Junior  Exhibition  or  Commencement. 

Under  such  a  system  a  man  v\onld,  perhaps,  say  if  asked 
how  he  stood  in  college,  not  as  now,  I  was  a  high  oration  man, 
but  I  stood  in  the  firet  division  of  my  class,  which  would  carry 
a  far  clearer  idea  to  people  outside.  It  seems  right,  too,  that 
those  men  who  in  the  early  part  of  their  course  are  embarrassed 
^by  a  scanty  preparation,  and  who  rapidly  improve  during  their 
latter  years  in  college,  should  not,  as  now,  be  weighed  down  by 
a  previous  low  aver<^fije,  and  have  no  way  of  showing  to  others 
their  improvement.  It  is  lit  that  they,  having  really  done  so 
much  more  than  those  who  started  with  greater  advantage, 
should,  as  they  improve,  be  advanced  to  the  higher  divisions, 
and  be  made  to  feel  that  they  have  earned  a  place  among  the  fra- 
ternity of  scholars.  TIjen  at  different  points  in  the  college 
course  there  are  parts  of  the  text-books  that  try  men's  souls, 
diflBcult  places,  chances  for  a  man  who  has  an  original  mind  to 
show  its  power.  In  the  long  list  of  marks  recorded  in  cipher  in 
a  professor's  book,  and  never  exposed,  but  finally  burnt  up  or 
thrown  away,  nothing  will  be  known  of  improvement  or  re- 
trogression ;  but  a  system  of  transfers,  as  those  who  merely 
cram  or  crib,  sink,  and  the  honest  workers  rise,  will  show  to 
the  class  and  to  the  instructors,  who  are  really  the  leading  men. 
It  seems  desirable  now  to  inquire  how  the  other  motives 
of  study  at  West  Point  and  in  our  colleges  compare  ?  Perhaps 
there  is  no  situation  in  life  in  which  a  man  can  so  accurately 
forecast  his  position  a  dozen  years  hence  as  in  that  which  a  newly 
appointed  cadet  holds.  This  may  not  be  quite  so  true  now  as 
before  the  war,  when  the  r^ular  army  was  small,  and  the  only 
entrance  to  it  was  through  the  Academy,  but  still  graduates 
are  commissioned  according  to  class  rank,  in  the  different  staff 
and  line  corps,  and  the  pay  is  less,  and  the  posts  are  generally 
less  pleasant  as  one  descends.* 

*  The  order  of  commission  is  about  this:  The  first  five  or  six  are  engineers; 
three  or  four  enter  the  ordnance ;  twelve  or  fifteen  the  artillery,  and  the  re- 
mainder the  cavalry  and  infantry 
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Add  to  this  that  after  an  officer  has  been  assigned  to  his  own 
corps,  a  difference  of  one  file  in  class-rank  may  make  a  delay 
of  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  promotion,  and  it  will  appear  that 
within  a  narrow  range  one's  future  is  in  one's  own  hands. 

While  in  the  Academy,  too,  the  fact  that  there  is  no  other 
way  to  distinguish  oneself  than  by  scholarship— excellence  in 
riding,  in  tactics,  fencing,  artillery  practice,  all  coming  under 
the  head  of  scholarship — the  circumstance  that  there  are  no 
prizes  to  be  given  for  composition,  declamation,  or  debates,  and 
the  consideration  that  the  cadet  officers*  are  made  for  military 
proficiency,  all  show  how  many  influences  there  are  to  hold 
one  to  the  course  of  study. 

But  a  system  in  which  external  restraint  and  self-interest  are 
the  prominent  features,  however  perfect,  will  not  accomplish 
everything,  and  young  men  will  not  always  keep  an  eye  upon 
the  future  and  the  connection  between  patient  work  here  and 
reward  there. 

All  tliese  incentives  to  study  in  the  way  of  personal  advan- 
tage, it  seems  to  us,  are  hardly  able  to  compensate  for  the 
great  evil  that  most  come  to  the  Academy  merely  to  enter  the 
army  through  it,  and,  that  end  gained,  care  for  nothing  beyond. 
There  is  not  that  constant,  ever  ready  stimulus,  so  far  superior 
to  all  others,  of  the  love  of  knowledge  for  its  own  sake,  and  for 
the  mental  power  which  it  gives ;  whereas  among  college  stu- 
dents, most  of  whom  have  enjoyed  a  preparatory  training  more 
expanding  than  admission  to  the  Academy  implies,  there  is  not 
uncommonly  a  genuine  enthusiasm  for  learning,  an  enthusiasm 
fostered,  too,  in  a  higher  degree  by  the  studies  themselves  than 
at  West  Point. 

The  position  of  a  professor  at  West  Point  is  somewhat 


*  These  cadet  officers  enjoy  certain  priyileges,  and  their  dnty  is  the  care  of 
the  bntldings  and  general  supervision  of  their  fellows.  They  report  all  im- 
proprieties of  manner  or  of  dress,  maintain  order  in  the  mess  hall,  and  do  most  of 
the  roatioe  work  which  would  otherwise  fall  to  their  snperiors.  It  is  remarkable 
diat  there  is  scarcely  ever  the  least  personal  ill-feeling  excited  by  their  reports. 
A  man  who  walks  an  extra  tour  of  guard  all  the  afternoon  of  a  cold  winter's 
day,  with  musket  on  his  shoulder,  will  not  have  a  bard  thought  toward  the  cadet 
officer  who  procured  his  punishment  by  reporting  him  for  throwing  a  piece  of 
bread  acroea  the  mess  room. 
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peculiar,  and  his  influence  is  very  great.  He  is  a  professor, 
not  a  mere  teacher.  He  delivers  a  few  lectures,  but  his  chief 
duty  is,  during  the  hours  of  recitation  in  his  department,  to 
pass  from  one  section  to  another,  aiding  and  cheering  in- 
structor and  pupil,  suggesting  and  meeting  difficulties  with  a 
skill  which  forty  years  experience  has  taught  him.  He  may 
remain  in  one  section  five  minutes  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  ac- 
cording to  the  need  there  seems  to  be.  He  thus  superintends 
and  makes  uniform  all  instruction,  and  is  the  head  of  his  de- 
partment in  reality.  His  corps  of  assistants,  who  do  the  work 
of  instruction,  consists  of  young  officers  detailed  by  the  War 
Department  upon  his  recommendation  as  possessing  special 
qualifications.  Their  time  of  residence  depends  very  much 
upon  their  success  in  teaching.  If  they  find  it  a  congenial  oc- 
cupation they  sometimes  remain  upon  the  post  six  or  even  ten 
years ;  but  if  they  desire  a  more  active  life,  and  if  the  work 
of  instruction  is  irksome,  they  apply  to  be  relieved  at  the 
end  of  a  year,  and  their  request  is  almost  sure  to  be  granted. 
One  sees  here  the  advantage  which  the  Academy  enjoys  in  the 
power  which  it  has  to  draw  upon  the  whole  army  for  its 
supply  of  teachers.  Among  so  many  there  must  be  a  large 
number  specially  fitted  to  give  instruction,  and  the  fact  that 
the  service  is  not  forced  makes  it  more  valuable.  There  is  no 
temptation  to  an  incompetent  teacher  to  remain  from  considera- 
tions of  support,  as  he  is  paid  not  as  a  teacher  but  as  an  officer, 
and  his  salary  is  the  same  in  each  case.  Those  who  do  re 
main  as  assistant  professors,  being  young  men,  ai*e  fresh  to  the 
subject  they  teach,  are  urged  by  a  personal  pride,  since  their 
pupils  are  soon  to  be  their  associates,  to  master  thoroughly 
their  department,  and  are  favored  in  that  they  have  only  two 
recitations  a  day  to  hear. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  permanent  professor  gives  great 
stability  and  uniformity  to  the  system  of  instruction  ;  the  text- 
book is  his  own,  he  regulates  the  length  of  the  lessons,  the 
transfers  are  approved  by  him,  the  machinery  of  recitation  all 

•  The  number  of  instrxictops  is  probably  larger,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
taught,  at  West  Point  than  in  any  other  institution  in  the  country.  We  find,  by 
the  last  Register,  forty  instructors  to  two  hundred  and  ten  cadets,  giving  an  av  ^rti^ 
of  one  instructor  to  every  five  etudenta. 
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feels  his  controlling  hand.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  true  cooperation 
realized  between  the  professor  and  his  assistants,  wliich  wonid 
hardly  be  thought  possible  until  seen ;  two  minds  unite  in  the 
work.  We  wish  we  could  paint  the  picture  of  the  young  teacher 
and  veteran  professor,  the  former  sharpened  in  wits  and  stim- 
ulated to  study. since  his  work  must  pass  under  the  inspection 
of  one  who  so  thoroughly  understands  it ;  the  latter  fresh  and 
active,  made  young  as  it  were  by  his  young  assistant,  and  the 
pupils  all  interested  in  this  joint  labor  in  their  behalf.  Perhaps 
it  would  seem  to  some  a  lowering  of  the  dignity  of  the  instructor 
that  he  should  be  himself  interrupted,  that  the  professor  should 
put  in  a  word,  break  in  upon  his  questions  by  an  inquiry  of  his 
own ;  but  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  no  loss  of  respect  be- 
fore the  class,  because  it  is  plain  that  neither  is  thinking  of 
himself  but  both  of  their  work.  Such  a  course,  it  will  be  seen, 
brings  the  professor  in  contact  at  once  with  all  the  students  of 
an  institution,  and  the  influence  of  his  personal  power  extends 
early  to  all.  At  the  time  when  students  are  young,  easily  influ-  • 
eneed,  full  of  good  purposes,  laying  the  foundations,  the  wise 
master  builder  is  present,  and  lends  his  superintendence  and 
help.  As  the  course  of  studies  in  our  colleges  is  more  varied 
than  in  the  Academy,  and  the  departments,  which  extend 
through  a  considerable  part  of  the  course,  are  less  numerous, 
there  would  be  a  correspondence  to  the  system  of  West  Point, 
if  the  classes  now  taught  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Mathematics  by 
the  professor  were  taught  by  an  assistant  professor,  and  he  could 
go  at  will  to  the  rooms  of  his  other  assistants,  and  aid  them  in 
their  work.  At  West  Point  the  professor,  in  feet,  spends  mostjof 
his  time  with  his  "first  section,"  and  so  the  professor  in  the 
college  might  give  his  chief  labor  to  a  particular  class,  only 
his  visits  should  be  so  frequent  to  the  other  classes  as  always  to 
be  expected,  and  so  irregular  as  never  to  be  calculated  upon, 
and  the  end  will  be  attained. 

A  description  of  the  Corps  of  Instruction  is  not  complete 
without  mentioning  the  cadet  assistant  professors. 

As  each  assistant  professor  hears  two  sections,  when  the 
whole  number  of  sections  is  not  a  multiple  of  two,  there  must 
be  one  section  unprovided  for.  To  supply  this  deficiency  the 
superintendent  is  allowed  to  detail    meritorious  cadets,  in 
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number  not  exceeding  one  or  two  in  each  department,  who, 
while  continuing  their  own  studies,  may  act  as  assistant  pro- 
fessors. They  hear  only  one  recitation  per  diem,  are  zealous, 
fresh,  enthusiastic,  and  do  well.  This  may  be  called  an  under- 
graduate tutorship,  in  which  the  incumbents  gladly  serve  with- 
out pay,  in  consideration  of  the  honor.  They  are  exempted 
from  military  duty,  are  distinguished  by  a  variation  tn  their 
uniform,  have  their  names  printed  as  among  the  Faculty  in  the 
Annual  Register.  The  section  which  they  hear  recite  is  vis- 
ited by  the  professor  in  the  same  way  as  the  others,  and  the 
method  of  instruction  is  precisely  the  same.  Of  course  the 
opportunity  of  forming  acquaintance  with  the  professor  is  one 
of  the  things  which  makes  the  position  desirable.  The  time 
during  which  they  serve  is  quite  indefinite,  it  may  be  a  fort- 
night or  a  year. 

There  is  always  in  a  large  institution  a  small  number  who, 
in  some  special  direction,  are  far  beyond  their  fellows,  superior 
classical  scholars,  bom  mathematicians,  men  who  have  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  residence  abroad,  and  know  French  and  Ger- 
man. From  this  class  it  is  tha^  at  West  Point  cadet  assistants 
are  selected.  And  this  system,  which  perhaps  originated  there 
from  convenience,  seems  peculiarly  worthy  of  consideration  in 
an  institution  which  is  training  many  of  its  sons  for  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching. 

The  occasional  embarrassment  'caused  in  a  college  by  the 
sudden  sickness  of  an  o69cer,  might  be  avoided  in  some  such 
way  as  this.  This  indeed  is  the  service  which  at  Yale  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  "  Macy  Fellowship  "  is  expected  soon  to  render. 

It  seems  natural,  in  closing,  to  say  a  few  words  more  gener- 
ally as  to  the  two  systems  of  education.  Very  diflferent  is  the 
relation  in  which  the  cadet  stands  to  the  professors  and  officers 
from  that  which  a  student  holds  to  the  Faculty.  The  student 
surrenders  few  of  his  privileges,  and  comes  under  the  control 
of  others  for  only  a  small  number  of  hours  each  day ;  but  the 
cadet  really  loses  his  liberty.  West  Point  itself,  a  little  spot 
of  land  separated  from  the  State  in  which  it  is  situated,  and 
ceded  to  the  General  Government,  is  an  illustration  of  his  own 
loss  of  personal  freedom.  In  entering  the  service,  he  takes  a 
place  in  the  army  between  that  of  non-commissioned  and  com- 
missioned officers,  so  all  his  instructors  are  his  superiors  in 
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rank,  and  respect,  and  obedience  may  be  exacted  of  him  in  the 
same  way  as  of  the  private.  His  trial  for  offenses  is  by  conrts 
martial,  and  his  pnnishment  is  confinement,  extra  tours  of 
goard  duty,  or  being  drummed  out  of  the  service.  Now,  though 
the  behavior  of  the  instructors  towards  cadets  is  always  most 
courteous  and  gentlemanly,  the  consciousness  of  the  power  in 
which  they  hold  them  must  almost  unavoidably  separate  and 
prevent  that  direct  personid  influence  which  it  is  so  important 
and  so  easy  to  exercise  in  a  college.  For  such  reasons  it  is  that 
we  find  little  spontaneousness,  no  attachment  to  the  institution, 
no  dread  of  the  day  when  one  must  leave,  and  wisli  to  stay 
lon^r,  which  are  so  much  a  part  of  college  experience. 

At  West  Point  the  buildings  are  finer  than  any  of  wliicli  our 
collies  can  boast.  The  place  is  beautiful  beyond  description  ; 
of  its  kind  uneqnaled  in  the  country,  combining  the  grand  liills, 
tlie  grassy  plain,  the  noble  river;  the  wliole  settlement,  in  fact, 
corresponds  to  one's  idea  of  a  university  town — and  seems  the 
very  spot  where  tlie  strongest  and  dearest  associatiors  would 
cling.  The  institution  has  more  than  half  a  century  in  age — 
in  our  country  almost  antiquity.  It  has  furnislied  many  men 
whose  names  are  in  history — and  yet,  among  the  cadets,  there 
is  no  enthusiasm  for  it,  no  love.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to 
the  constraint  of  the  life  that  is  spent  there.  On  the  other 
hand,  student  jollity,  songs,  and  cheer,  though  owing  partly  to 
a  love  for  ivy-dad  buildings  which  recall  those  whom  in  other 
days  they  have  sheltered,  partly  to  a  sense  of  the  privilege  of 
living  in  an  atmosphere  of  study,  are  perhaps  chiefly  due  to 
youth  and  freedom — to  the  life  so  untrammeled  and  uncon- 
strained. 

Though  cadets  have  not  the  dba/ndon  of  students,  they 
carry  with  them,  at  graduation,  a  punctuality,  an  accuracy  in 
knowledge,  an  honesty,  &  truthfulness  which  are  greatly  to  be 
praised.  A  low,  immoral  fellow  seems  at  times  almost  a  hero, 
because  he  holds  to  the  truth.  Said  a  man  who  left  one  of  our 
colleges  to  enter  West  Point :  "  For  some  months  I  was  in 
great  fear  that  1  should  be  caught  in  a  falsehood  and  dismissed 
the  service,  I  had  got  so  in  the  habit  of  lying."  Said  a  Pro- 
fessor of  one  of  our  leading  colleges,  some  years  since  :  "  It  is 
ray  opinion  that  it  takes  a  man  several  years  after  graduation, 
VOL.  xxvra.  2 
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to  throw  off  the  lowering  influence  of  the  habit  of  untmthfal- 
nees  in  dealing  with  instractors,  which  collie  standards  half 
sanction."  These  exaggerated  statements  have  some  truth  at 
their  foundation.  Two  points  in  which  students  chiefly  sin, 
arc — ^giving  untrue  excuses  for  failure  in  college  duty,  (the  per- 
suading oneself  that  laziness  is  sickness),  and  using  unfair  helps 
in  the  recitation  room.  Neither  of  these  is  possible  at  West 
Point.  All  men  who  consider  themselves  unwell  report  to  the 
surgeon,  and,  after  an  examination,  are  by  him  excused  from 
duty  ;  and  as  the  recitations  are  all  made  at  the  board,  all  ma- 
terials for  help,  so  easy  to  use  at  one's  seat,  must  be  left  be- 
hind. On  most  points,  indeed,  the  power  of  public  opinion  is 
greater  at  the  academy  than  at  college,  at  least  the  lines  be- 
tween things  allowed  and  things  forbidden  are  more  sharply 
drawn,  and  evasive  or  misleading  answers  to  questions  of  an 
officer,  answering  to  another's  name  in  roll  call  and  the  like, 
are  not  at  all  tolerated  ;  the  guilty  man  is  reported  by  one  of 
his  own  fellows,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  corps 
dismissed  the  service. 

How  wonderful  the  effect  which  holding  the  body  under  con- 
trol has  upon  the  mind.  Take  a  rough,  uncouth  fellow,  not 
only  clumsy  in  movement  but  clownish  in  manners,  let  him 
stay  at  the  academy  a  few  months  and  he  is  transformed,  in 
externals,  to  a  gentleman.  Deference  and  courtesy,  so  rigidly 
exacted  in  daily  intercourse  with  the  officers,  his  superiors, 
come  to  be  naturally  paid  to  others,  and  poise  and  control  of 
body  give  steadiness  and  possession  of  mind,  so  that  he  can  not 
only  stand  and  look  like  a  gentleman,  but  even  talk  like  one. 
And  so  everything  which  is  done  by  a  cadet  gains  greatly 
from  the  prompt  soldierlike  way  of  performance.  Even  in  the 
daily  recitations,  the  promptness  with  which  the  place  is 
taken  at  the  board,  the  exactness  of  the  diagram,  the  attitude 
on  the  bench,  and  the  attitude  in  reciting,  are  all  the  reverse  of 
the  careless,  slouching  habit  which  so  oilen  disfigures  the  de- 
meanor of  students. 
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Abticlb  IL— how  to  BUILD  A  NATION.* 

As  a  leader  of  opinion,  the  American  scholar  is  now  called 
to  face  new  and  peculiar  problems  in  society,  to  adapt  the  wis- 
dom of  the  past  to  an  entirely  changed  condition  of  affairs, 
and,  if  need  be,  to  invent  new  principles  for  new  times.  The 
upheaval  of  the  nation  by  the  war,  and  the  vast  social  revolu- 
tion begnn  in  the  South,  have  brought  to  the  surface  questions 
of  political  and  social  science,  that  will  not  only  test  anew  our 
Theorem  of  Popular  Government,  but  may  even  invert  some  of 
its  received  axioms. 


*  The  Article  which  we  here  publish  comprises  the  substance  of  an  Oration 
deliTered  before  the  Phi 'Beta  Kappa  Society  at  Tale  College,  July  22d,  1868,  by 
RcT.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  of  New  York  City.  It  was  preceded 
by  an  address  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  in  the  following  words : — 

"Brethren  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society : 

"The  tribute  in  which  we  have  just  now  joined,  in  the  meeting  of  the  Alumni, 
to  the  memory  of  him  whose  wisdom  had  so  long  shed  its  serene  light  and 
guidance  upon  our  College,  haa  anticipated  the  homage  due  from  this  Society 
to  the  most  loved  and  most  revered  of  its  patriarchs.  We  can  but  repeat,  with 
emotions  too  tender  for  words  of  eulogy,  that  Clarum  et  venerabile  Nomen,  In 
President  Day  we  saw  the  impersonation  of  our  motto — "  Philosophy  '* — Wisdom 
in  its  higher  sense,  its  diviner^  faculty — *'  the  Guide  of  Life  ** — a  guide  ever  calm, 
cfaeerful,  ready,  true,  in  personal  affairs,  ever  sagacious,  comprehensive,  trustworthy 
in  things  concerning  the  community,  the  state,  the  church,  the  widest  interests  of 
human  society.  I  remember  it  as  one  of  the  wisest  of  his  many  sage  counsels  to 
the  students,  when  for  weeks  our  Senior  disputations  had  only  echoed  the  debates 
of  Calhoun,  Clay,  and  Benton,  upon  reviving  the  National  Bank — "Young  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  all  very  well  for  you  to  settle  the  question  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  but  I  do  not  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  country,  and  fear  you 
are  exhausting  yourselves  upon  a  subject  which  will  be  dead  and  forgotten  long 
befinre  you  enter  into  political  life.  The  public  will  never  inquire  what  you 
thought  about  the  Bank ;  new  questions  will  be  up,  and  I  advise  you  to  prepare 
for  them  by  disciplining  your  minds  in  dealing  with  fundamental  principles." 
That  counsel  g^ves  the  key  of  our  thought  today.*' 
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Whether  these  agitated  elements  sliall  be  left  to  settle  down, 
under  mere  statical  pressure,  as  a  confused  inorganized  mass, 
or  by  fermentation  shall  explode  the  constitution  of  society 
itself,  or  whether  there  is  in  scholars  and  statesmen,  in  the 
educated  and  executive  mind  of  the  nation,  a  dynamic  wisdom 
capable  at  once  of  adjusting  old  truths  to  new  conditions,  and 
of  squaring  new  facts  to  old  foundations,  and  so  shaping  the 
future  of  the  nation  without  destroying  Hts  past,  is  the  ques- 
tion— not  for  ourselves  only  and  our  time,  but  for  Humanity 
and  History — whether  there  is  in  nations  an  inevitable  law  of 
decline  and  fall,  or  it  is  possible,  at  last,  so  to  build  a  nation 
that  it  shall  stand  through  the  ages  ?  "  At  the  present  mo- 
ment," says  the  London  Tvmes^  *'  America  is  the  scene  of  a 
hundred  strange  experiments,  social,  moral,  religious,  of  which 
it  is  safe  to  predict  that  scarcely  one  is  likely  to  be  of  perma- 
nent benefit  to  the  human  race."  But  whatever  experiments 
shall  fail,  is  there  not  wisdom  to  avert  the  failure  of  the 
Nation  itself,  through  any  kii^d  of  empiricism  attempting  its 
constitution  and  life? 

Man,  whose  constructive  power  gives  him  dominion  over 
nature,  and  makes  him  a  secondary  creator  in  the  world  of 
material  forms;  man,  the  builder,  who  has  covered  the  map  of 
history  with  material  monuments — temples,  towers,  pyramids, 
roads,  aqueducts,  cathedrals,  whose  very  ruins  are  eloquent  of 
the  grandeur  of  departed  races — has  hitherto  failed  to  build 
Humanity  itself  into  permanent  forms  of  social  and  political 
organization.  E.arnak  stands  stupendous  in  its  solitude,  the 
pyramids  are  silent  sentinels  of  the  centuries,  but  there  is  no 
Egypt ;  "  her  granite  statues  have  outlived  her  gods."  The 
Parthenon  stands,  beautiful  in  its  slow  decay,  but  there  is  no 
Greece.  The  Coliseum  oppresses  one  with  the  vastness  of  a 
Rome  that  has  ceased  to  be.  And  now  that  man,  by  dint  of 
science,  has  gained  new  control  over  material  forces,  and  is 
building  railroads,  bridges,  tunnels,  telegraphs,  ships,  factories, 
utilizing  nature  in  the  service  of  political  economy,  can  he  at 
last  build  socially  and  morally,  so  that  he  himself  shall  survive 
in  his  institutions — build  a  Nation  that  will  endure  ? 

To  huild  a  nation,  adjusting  foundations  and  shaping  mate- 
rials with  distinct   forethought  of  the  future,  is  a  privilege 
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exceptional  in  hiBtoiy.  It  has  even  pagsed  into  an  adage  that 
nations  are  not  built,  but  grow.  Commonly  the  founders  of 
States  are  unconscions  in  their  work.  The  leaders  of  migra- 
tory tribes,  the  heads  of  commercial  or  political  colonies,  the 
conquerors  of  barbarian  races,  explorers,  adventurers,  or  exiles, 
they  cast  into  a  new  soil  seeds  of  the  old  civilization,  scattered 
but  not  always  winnowed,  and  these  grow  into  institutions, 
governments,  nations — men  know  not  how.  Only  at  rare  in- 
tervals, in  some  golden  moment  of  the  centuries,  is  it  given  to 
men  at  once  to  plan  and  to  plant  a  State,  laying  down  princi- 
ples for  after  ages,  and  molding  these  into  institutions  of 
organic  life  and  self-perpetuating  power.  • 

The  Plymouth  Pilgrims  planned  broader  and  wiser  than 
tliey  knew  ;  for  when  they  set  their  seal  to  that  brief  compact 
of  the  Mayflower — extemporized  for  an  emergency  of  a  ship's 
company  which  had  drifted  beyond  the  limits  of  its  chartered 
government. — they  laid  down,  broad  as  the  continent  and 
lasting  as  time,  the  principle  of  self-government  by  constitu- 
tional law.  In  their  thought  this  was  simply  a  government 
for  well-certified  and  well-behaved  Englishmen  ;  but  their 
work  was  sublimcr  than  their  thought,  and  in  the  purpose  of 
Providence  involved  the  political  independence  of  a  State 
based  upon  the  inherent  dignity  of  man — a  doctrine  which 
was  formulated  by  the  second  founders  of  the  nation,  building 
more  consciously  than  the  first,  yet  building  on  their  line. 
The  framers  of  the  Constitution  harmonized  the  divine  gift  of 
personal  liberty  with  the  no  less  divine  principle  of  order, 
through  an  instrument  which  combines  with  marvelous  skill 
that  local  and  distributed  autonomy  which  is  the  essence  of 
civil  liberty,  with  that  collective  sovereignty  which  is  the 
essence  of  national  life.  Under  their  shaping,  the  primitive 
shrine  of  liberty  set  up  on  Plymouth  Rock  had  grown  into  a 
temple  that  overarched  the  continent;  and  when  treason 
attempted  to  shake  this  down,  we  filled  every  breach  with  our 
dead,  and  made  new  cement  of  their  blood.  Nothing  fell  at 
last  but  one  huge,  rotten,  unsightly  stone,  worked  in  by  fraud 
at  the  first,  laid  with  untempered  mortar  and  foul  with  fungus, 
which  the  traitors  seeking  to  dislodge  for  the  foundation  of  a 
new  empire,  our  wise  engineer  so  toppled  it  upon  their  heads 
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that  it  ground  them  to  powder.  It  is  for  us  to  see  that  no 
fragment  of  that  fallen  stone  is  put  back  into  the  wall ;  that 
its  dust  even  is  not  used  for  conglomerate;  but  with  this 
utterly  scraped  away,  to  fill  the  gap  in  harmony  with  the 
whole  structure,  and  by  such  new  ties  and  buttresses  as  expe- 
rience may  call  for,  to  build  with  a  strength  and  solidity  that 
shall  stand  through  the  ages.  In  the  light  of  a  Past,  near 
enough  to  be  estimated  without  exaggeration,  yet  remote 
enough  to  be  judged  without  prejudice  under  the  guidance  of 
principles  tested  by  time  and  by  war,  and  with  a  Future 
mapped  out  as  distinctly  as  the  physical  features  of  the  conti- 
nent, we  are  called  upon  to  build  a  model  nation  for  mankind. 

To  a  task  so  rare  and  grand,  the  educated  minds  of  the 
nation  must  bring  the  fruits  of  their  training  in  history,  in 
moral  and  political  philosophy,  and  social  science ;  that  de- 
liberative judgment,  that  critical  analysis  of  theories  and 
measures,  that  almost  intuitive  perception  of  tendencies  and 
results  which  come  of  a  scholarly  discipline ;  for  if  these  be 
wanting,  we  shall  fall  into  the  crudities  of  charlatans,  or  the 
freaks  of  popular  enthusiasm. 

It  were  sheer  presumption  for  any  one  mind  to  attempt  to 
grasp  all  the  conditions  of  this  momentous,  this  perilous  prob. 
lem,  and  to  hold  them  in  equable  solution.  But  whoever,  by 
the  contribution  of  his  own  most  honest  and  patient  thought  to 
building  the  nation,  shall  start  others  upon  a  deeper  and 
wiser  thinking  than  his  own,  will  not  have  thought  or  spoken 
in  vain. 

I.  To  build  the  nation  strongly,  our  first  care  must  be  to 
preserve  the  family  sacred  and  inviolate.  The  law  of  Nature- 
is  as  old  as  man — and  is  reaffirmed  in  the  birth  of  every 
man — that  society,  and  by  consequence  the  State,  must  grow 
out  of  the  family  as  its  root ;  and  history  teaches  that  human 
society  is  stable,  orderly,  and  secure,  only  where  the  family 
is  maintained  in  its  integrity,  at  once  social,  seclusive,  and 
sacred. 

Mr.  Henry  Sumner  Maine  argues  that  "  the  unit  of  modern 
society  is  the  individual ;"  and  society  is  no  longer  as  in  primi- 
tive times,  an  "  aggregation  of  families ;"  but  "  a  collection  of 
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individaals.*'*  But  though  it  is  true  that  the  political  domina- 
tion of  the  family  as  seen  in  the  patriarchy  of  the  East,  and  in 
the  clanship  of  feudal  times,  is  disappearing  from  modern 
society,  yet  the  structural  basis  of  society  lies  within  the  family 
as  its  germ  ;  and  the  organic  law  remains  that  the  individual 
enters  into  society  through  the  pupilage  of  the  family.  It  is 
because  of  the  family  that  man  is  social  and  not  simply  grega- 
rious. A  herd  of  buffaloes  is  a  "  collection  of  individuals" 
numbering  tens  of  thousands,  all  of  equal  make  and  functions, 
but  these  do  not  constitute  society.  Among  human  beings  the 
recc^nition  of  blood-relationship  as  a  permanent  tie  creates  the 
social  feeling,  and  this  common  experience  of  the  family  binds 
men  together  in  a  community  of  interests,  and  joins  the  pres- 
ent both  to  the  past  and  to  the  future  as  one  organic  life. 

No  ingenuity  of  research  has  found  a  trace  of  that  "  social 
compact "  by  which  some  philosophers  imagine  that  human 
beings  first  agreed  to  live  together.  The  signers  of  that  polit- 
ical covenant  in  the  cabin  of  the  Mayflower  did  not  there  con- 
tract to  form  society,  but  in  their  original  social  capacity  they 
gave  form  to  the  State.  Man  is  born  into  society  and  cannot 
escape  from  its  obligations ;  for  as,  in  his  own  nature,  he  is  a 
social  being,  he  is  also  of  necessity  9l  jural  being ;— one  having 
rights  and  obligations,  and  therefore  capable  of  and  requiring  a 
government  of  law  and  organized  civil  polity.  The  social  con- 
ditions under  which  he  necessarily  exists  create  obligations 
which  modify  and  interpret  his  rights  as  an  individual.  The 
notion  that  society  is  simply  a  collection  of  individuals  leads 
to  the  political  fallacy  that  government  is  constituted  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  individuals  in  their  particular 
**  rights ;"  and  that  the  concurrence  of  the  majority  of  its  indi- 
vidual constituents  in  measures  for  that  end  is  the  supreme 
law.  This  would  establish  the  most  mechanical  and  oppres- 
sive of  all  despotisms,  the  despotism  of  numbers.  But  if  the 
individual  enters  into  society  through  an  organic  constitution 
of  things  antecedent  to  his  own  will,  then  not  the  choices  nor 
the  rights  of  individuals,  separately  or  collectively,  give  law  to 
society ;  but  the  law  of  right,  which  at  once  makes  the  indi- 

•  Ancient  Law,  p.  121,  Am.  ed. 
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vidaal  conscience  an  inviolable  fortress,  and  which  being  only 
another  name  for  the  Law  of  Love,  binds  every  man  to  be  just, 
kind,  and  true  in  the  social  relations  in  which  perforce  he  ex- 
ists. In  strict  fact  and  philosophy,  then,  society  is  neither  an 
aggregation  of  families  nor  a  collection  of  individuals ;  bnt  the 
State  grows  normally  out  of  Society,  and  Society  out  of  the 
Family,  through  which  the  individual  comes  into  it,  the  sub- 
ject of  obiigations  as  well  as  the  claimant  of  rights.  Here 
Comte  reasoned  more  wisely  than  Mr.  Maine,  when  he  said, 
"  The  trne  social  unit  is  certainly  the  family  reduced,  if  neces- 
sary, to  the  elementary  couple  which  forms  its  basis.  .  .  . 
It  is  by  this  avenue  that  Man  comes  forth  from  his  mere  per- 
sonality and  learns  to  live  in  another,  while  obeying  his  most 
powerful  instincts Domestic  life  is  the  inevit- 
able preparation  for  social  life,  and  within  its  bosom  social 
sentiment  has  its  spontaneous  rise."* 

Hence  to  have  life  in  perpetuity  the  nation  must  be  rooted  in 
the  soil,  through  the  family,  by  the  attachments  of  home. 
''  He  that  hath  a  wife  and  children,"  says  Bacon,  **  hath  given 
hostages  to  fortune;"  and  we  may  add  hostages  to  society, 
hostages  to  industry,  to  order  and  to  law.  Whatever  dishonors 
marriage,  or  undermines  its  sacredness  and  stability,  tends  to 
demoralize  society  and  to  destroy  the  State.  The  social  crime 
of  Slavery  is  that  it  cuts  at  the  root  of  national  life  by  severing 
the  family  tie  among  the  laboring  population  ;  for  when  the 
pledges  of  natural  affection  that  should  be  one's  hostages  to 
society  are  torn  from  him  by  violence  or  lust,  made  chattels 
upon  the  block  and  hurried  to  an  unknown  fate, — where  the 
love  of  husband  and  father  can  neither  help  nor  soothe, — the 
man  sees  in  society  an  enemy,  in  law  a  tyrant,  in  the  peaceful 
homes  of  his  oppressors  only  a  provocation  to  revenge.  In  the 
stratum  of  labor  upon  which  society  rests,  there  is  no  motive 
of  interest,  of  affection,  or  of  hope,  to  bind  the  laborer  to  the 
soil  he  tills,  or  to  the  laws  and  the  people  that  rob  him  of  a 
home. 

Equally  destructive  of  that  home  life  which  must  be  the  root 
of  a  permanent  nationality,  is  the  monopoly  of  land  by  a  class 

*  PuBitive  PhUoBO^by,  H.  Martineau's  odition,  p.  502. 
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or  caste.  The  growth  of  a  landed  aristocracy,  fostered  by 
Slavery,  marked  the  decline  of  the  Roman  Republic.  The 
small  farms  of  early  days  were  swallowed  up  in  great  planta- 
tions, so  that  while  the  number  of  Roman  citizens  was  in- 
creased every  year,  the  number  of  the  landed  proprietors  de- 
creased, and  the  old  independent  peasantry  was  reduced  to  a 
populace  of  paupers.  England  shows  the  same  tendency  to 
the  destmction  of  home  life  among  the  commonalty  through 
the  absorption  of  land  by  the  few — an  evil  poorly  compensated 
by  the  growth  and  distribution  of  commercial  wealth  among 
her  middling  class. 

At  the  Norraan  conquest,  when  her  population  numbered 
barely  1,000,000,  there  were  in  the  realm  46,000  landholders, 
or  1  in  22.  At  the  revolution  there  were  170,000  freeholders, 
in  a  population  of  5,500,000,  or  1  in  J3.  In  1861  the  popula- 
tion was  20,000,000  and  the  number  of  landed  proprietors  had 
been  reduced  to  31,000  or  1  in  646  ;  and  according  to  a  late 
reviewer,  the  tenantry  are  worse  off  under  the  modern  land- 
lord than  under  the  feudal  system  of  the  fourteenth  century. 
Then  they  had  permanent  rights  of  occupation ;  but  now 
"  they  may  be  expelled  at  any  time ;  as,  for  instance,  when  in 
Sutherland  fifteen  thousand  persons  were  driven  from  the 
homesteads  of  their  forefathers  to  make  room  for  sheepwalks." 

Now,  the  great  landowner,  unless  by  a  rare  exception  he  is 
also  a  philanthropist,  cares  simply  for  the  revenue  of  his  estate 
and  the  aggrandizement  of  his  family.  The  mental,  social, 
and  moral  condition  of  his  dependents  gives  him  no  concern  ; 
indeed  he  would  prefer  a  hereditary  caste  of  cottagers,  as  stolid 
as  the  ground  they  till,  to  a  yeomanry  who  might  feel  the  in- 
stinct of  political  power.  Create  a  landed  aristocracy,  and 
whether  the  tillers  of  the  soil  be  the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  the 
cottagers  of  England,  the  serfs  of  Russia,  the  fellahin  of  Egypt, 
the  pariahs  of  India,  or  the  slaves  of  the  South,  it  is  all  one  as 
regards  the  care  of  the  proprietary  for  their  welfare  as  human 
beings;  they  are  of  value  to  him  simply  as  producers;  and 
schools,  churches,  newspapers,  libraries,  even  the  comforts  and 
decencies  of  life  are  of  small  account  for  such  I  Thus  it  comes 
to  pass  that  society  is  made  up  of  two  extremes — the  owning 
and  the  owned,  the  ruling  and  the  ruled ;  and  when  luxury 
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shall  have  weakened  the  one,  and  want  shall  have  ronsed  the 
other,  then  tyranny  and  anarchy  will  come  into  collision,  and 
government  and  society  itself  will  go  down  in  the  shock. 
Tennyson  has  well  pictured  this  landed  lord : 

**  His  God  18  fir  diffused  in  noble  groves, 
And  princely  halls,  and  farms,  and  flowing  lawos, 
And  heaps  of  living  gold  that  daily  grow, 
And  title-scroUs  and  gorgeous  heraldries :" 

then,  as  with  the  fiery  pen  of  the  prophet,  he  writes  the  coming 
doom — in  the  house  made  desolate  and  the  tyrant  imbecile — 

"Then  the  great  hall  was  wholly  broken  down. 
And  the  broad  woodland  parceled  into  farms  ** 

A  radical  vice  of  our  southern  society,  lying  back  of  Slavery 
itself,  has  been  the  plantation  system  in  distinction  from  the 
farm  system.  While  in  Virginia,  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and 
Louisiana  the  average  plantation  is  three  and  four  times  larger 
than  the  average  farm  in  Kew  York,  Massachusetts,  or  Illinois, 
there  are  many  estates  in  the  hands  of  individual  owners  at  the 
South,  that  range  to  ten  thousand  acres  and  up\^ards.  Hence 
the  mass  of  the  white  population  have  been  divorced  from  any 
beneficial  interest  in  their  native  soil,  and  thus  has  been  con- 
stituted that  anomalous  and  pestiferous  caste  known  as  **  poor 
white  trash."  As  Henry  A.  Wise  said  of  Virginia,  "  the  land- 
lord has  skinned  the  tenant  and  the  tenant  has  skinned  the 
land,  until  both  have  grown  poor  together."  And  years  ago, 
Mr.  C.  C.  Clay  of  Alabama  said  of  a  leading  county  in  that 
State,  "  numerous  farm-houses,  once  the  abode  of  industrious 
and  intelligent  freemen,  are  now  occupied  by  slaves,  or  tenant- 
less,  deserted  and  dilapidated.  The  traveler  will  observe  fields 
once  fertile,  now  unfenced,  abandoned,  and  covered  with  those 
evil  harbingers  foxtail  and  broomsedge ;  he  will  see  the  moss 
growing  on  the  moldering  walls  of  once  thrifty  villages,  and 
will  find  one  only  master  grasps  the  whole  domain  that  once 
furnished  happy  homes  for  a  dozen  white  families.  Indeed  a 
country  in  its  infancy,  where  fifty  years  ago  scarce  a  forest  tree 
had  been  felled  by  the  axe  of  the  pioneer,  is  already  exhibiting 
the  painful  signs  of  senility  and  decay."  Thus  Nature  herself 
protests  against  the  tWo-fold  curse  of  servile  labor  and  monop- 
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oly  in  land.  Bat  where  the  land  is  parceled  into  farms,  open . 
to  the  competition  of  industry,  the  nation  is  rooted  to  the  soil 
by  a  myriad  homesteads,  each  twining  aboat  itself  the  inter- 
ests, the  affections,  the  hopes  of  the  family,  and  every  neigh- 
borhood oi^anizing  for  its  associate  families  the  school,  the 
charch,  the  lyceam,  the  library,  and  all  the  institutions  of  a 
permanent  civilization.  The  Homestead  Act  that  opens  the 
vast  territory  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific  Coast  in  por- 
tions of  160  acres  to  every  citizen-settler,  for  ten  dollars  and 
the  register's  fee,  is  a  grand  pledge  of  the  permanence  of  our 
national  life.  The  landed  monopoly  of  the  South  must  now 
yield  to  that  necessity  which  is  stronger  than  pride.  The  in- 
evitable laws  of  Political  Economy  will  drive  the  ploughshare 
of  free  industry  through  the  decayed  roots  of  despotic  indo- 
lence, and  planting  the  free  homestead  and  the  inviolate  family 
in  the  old  slave- worn  furrows,  will  thus  plant  the  Nation 
where  once  was  only  an  oligarchy  and  its  serfs.  The  patriarch- 
poet  whose  boundless  range  of  nature  and  boundless  sympathy 
with  man  are  so  fine  a  type  of  our  national  life,  in  a  yet  green 
age  shall  see  fulfilled  not  only  on  the  prairies  of  the  West,  but 
on  the  reclaimed  Savannas  of  the  South,  the  prophetic  dream 
of  his  early  years.  Already  following  the  tramp  of  armies 
Bryant  may  hear 

*'  The  soand  of  that  adyancing  multitude 
Which  aoon  shall  fill  theee  deserts.    From  the  groimd 
Comes  up  the  laugh  of  childreD,  the  soft  voice 
Of  maidens,  and  the  sweet  and  solemn  hymn 
Of  Sabbath-worshipers.    The  low  of  herds 
Blends  with  the  rustling  of  the  heavy  grain 
Orer  the  dark-brown  furrows:" 

While  "  the  great  heavens 

Seem  to  look  down  upon  the  scene  in  love." 

n.  The  Nation  being  thus  established  upon  the  family, 
must  itself  be  molded  as  nearly  as  possible  into  the  consist- 
ency of  family  feeling  and  the  unity  of  family  life,  by  means 
of  a  SACE-STOCK  Sufficiently  positive  and  vigorous  to  assimilate 
all  foreign  elements  into  its  own  individuality.  The  race  is 
the  family  emerging  into  the  nation ;  and  as  the  family  is  the 
nexus  of  society,  so  the  race  is  the  nexus  of  the  nation — ^the 
bond  of  unity  and  continuity.     Wherever  a  nation  has  rooted 
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.^teelf  in  history,  there  has  been  a  race-stock  in  which  it  was 
planted  and  through  which  it  grew.  For  what  were  history 
apart  from  the  development  of  dominant  races  in  their  several 
spheres  of  action,  culture,  and  empire?  However  the  original 
stock  may  be  modified  by  climate,  by  culture,  or  even  by 
intermarriage  with  other  races,  and  however  population  may 
be  increased  by  immigration  or  by  conquest,  the  growth  of  the 
nation  is  not  through  external  accretion  but  hy  vital  assimila 
tion  ;  for,  as  Lord  Bacon  puts  it,  in  forming  a  state,  "  by  all 
means  it  is  to  be  procured,  that  the  trunk  of  the  tree  be  great 
enough  to  bear  the  branches  and  the  boughs;  that  the  natural 
subjects  of  the  state  bear  a  sufficient  proportion  to  the  stranger 
subjects." 

Eorae  lost  vitality  by  expansion,  because  her  foreign  policy 
did  not  fuse  conquered  peoples  in  her  proper  nationality  as,  at 
the  first,  the  Latin  stock  had  absorbed  all  other  nationalities  of 
Italy.  "  It  was  not  the  Romans  that  spread  upon  the  world 
bat  it  was  the  world  that  spread  upon  the  Romans  "  till  the 
weight  of  the  branches  bwke  the  trunk. 
When  the  Normans  had  conquered  England,  there  was  but 

■  one  alternative  possible  between  them  and  the  Saxon  race — 
fusion  or  extirpation ;  and  a  future  England  depended  upon 
severing  tlie  Norman  tie  with  the  Continent,  and  grafting 
Norman  culture  upon  the  Saxon  race-stock.  When  Norman 
nobles,  shut  up  to  England  as  tlieir  home,  began  to  recognize 
the  native  beauty  of  her  Saxon  daughters,  the  conquered  race 
absorbed  the  conquerors,  and  the  English  people,  language, 
culture,  grew  from  the  sturdy  Saxon  stock,  refined  by  grafting 
from  the  then  "  foremost  race  of  Christendom."  That  im- 
proved English  stock,  modified  by  new  incidents  of  climate 
and  by  a  freer  infusion  of  foreign  elements,  is  the  life  of  our 
nationality ;  and  the  permanence  of  that  life  depends  upon 
this  Anglo-American  stock  having  enough  of  pith  and  pluck 
to  give  character  and  tone  to  the  whole  population.  Organ- 
ized communities  of  Americans,  Germans,  Irish,  Negroes, 
French,  Scotch,  Chinese.  Jews,  dwelling  side  by  side  upon  the 
same  soil  and  under  the  same  laws,  cannot  constitute  a  nation. 
We  have  seen  in  Austria  how  the  molecules  of  diverse  races 
continuall  v  tend  asunder.     Because  of  such  unassimilated  races 
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and  commnnities  within  her  body  politic,  Turkey  is  sick  and 
ready  to  die.  We  cease  to  be  a  nation  if  German  influence 
and  Irish  influence  is  to  vie  with  American  influence.  Now 
that  the  n^ro  is  made  a  citizen,  we  must  no  longer  know  him 
as  a  negro,  no  longer  help  him,  protect  him,  care  for  him  as  a 
negro,  nor  even  as  a  freedman,  but  only  as  a  man  merged  in 
the  one  commonwealth  of  equal  laws.  Philanthropy  must 
not  perpetuate  caste.  We  must  suffer  in  this  land  no  element 
of  political  power  that  is  not  thoroughly  Americanized. 

I  marvel  that  political  economists,  looking  simply  to  the 
increase  of  production,  should  stimulate  immigration  beyond 
onr  native  power  of  assimilation.  Since  the  loose  and  parti- 
san administration  of  onr  naturalization  laws  makes  the  crudest 
iranrgrant  an  active  member  of  the  body  politic,  we  may  in- 
crease our  productive  strength  at  the  hazard  of  our  political 
lite;  for  a  population  which,  for  any  reason,  we  cannot  absorb 
betimes  into  our  proper  race-stock,  becomes  a  cause  of  disin- 
tegration within  the  heart  of  the  state.  Look  at  New  York 
city,  in  which  it  is  tolerable  to  live  only  because  she  has  sur- 
rendered every  right  of  self-government — police,  water,  fire, 
health,  parks,  charities — to  the  saving  power  of  the  state.* 
Nothing  unamerican  in  intelligence,  sympathy,  purpose,  tone, 
should  be  admitted  as  a  constituent  of  political  life,  unless  we 
are  ready  to  sacrifice  nationality  to  numbers.  One  Language, 
speaking  through  the  laws,  through  the  press,  through  the 
schools,  through  the  pulpits  of  the  land,  a  language  rich  in  the 
traditions  of  liberty,  and  whose  literature  breathes  more  of 
the  spirit  of  Humanity,  Freedom,  and  Christianity  than  any 
other  of  the  tongues  of  men,  this  noble  speech  of  Milton  and 
of  Burke  permeating  all  business  and  pleasure,  all  work  and 
worship,  all  song  and  all  sorrow,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 
is  a  bond  of  nationality  stronger  than  political  constitutions 

*  Of  80,582  persons  arrested  by  Ihe  police  of  New  York  in  1867,  only 
27,166  were  of  Anaericsn  birth  ;  and  of  the  58»876  foreigners  who  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  city,  88,128  were  Irish. 

In  the  past  eight  years,  within  the  precincts  of  the  New  York  Metropolitan 
PoUc^,  there  were  706,288  arrests;  of  these  there  were  204,129  Americans ;  the 

oreignera  noinberiiig  602,159,  of  which  378,841  were  Irish.  Such  is  the  voting 
lio|  Illation  in  New  York. 
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and  to  read  and  write  that  tongue  intelligently  should  be  in- 
dispensable to  the  candidate  for  American  citizenship. 

If  immigration  be  not  over-stimulated,  if  it  is  left  to  the 
natural,  healthy  influence  of  trade-laws  without  adventitious 
political  bribes,  then  freedom  of  alliance  will  gradually  fuse 
our  heterogeneous  populations  into  one.  With'  a  better  im- 
ported stock,  who  come  intelligently,  and  not  like  driven 
cattle,  who  come  to  work  rather  than  to  vote,  and  with  no  re- 
strictions upon  the  intermarriage  of  races,  our  immigrant 
population,  unless  compacted  politically  or  ecclesiastically  into 
clans,  will  gradually  be  absorbed  into  the  national  stock,  and 
their  descendants  of  the  third  generation  will  be  undeniably 
American.  Just  now  the  fusion  of  all  elements  into  the  com- 
mon race  stock,  which  the  silent  influences  of  language  and 
society  would  eflfect,  is  accelerated  by  the  commingling  of 
bloods  upon  every  battle-field  for  our  national  unity.  As  of 
old  the  blood-baptism  of  the  martyr  canonized  him  in  the 
church,  though  he  had  failed  to  be  baptized  of  water  into  the 
Christian  name,  so  this  war-baptism  upon  the  brow  of  Celt  or 
Saxon,  of  German,  Gaul,  or  African,  naturalizes  each  immi- 
grant race  into  the  family  of  the  American  nation — no  more 
strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  of  the  household 
of  freedom,  a  commonwealth  builded  together  into  a  holy 
temple,  founded  upon  the  apostles  and  confessors  of  '76, 
cemented  with  the  blood  of  myriads  of  her  native,  her  adopt- 
ed, and  her  enfranchised  sons,  inscribed  with  the  countless  roll 
of  martyrs,  whose  rude,  unlettered  tablets  mark  every  field 
from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Gulf,  from  the  James  to  the 
Missouri — one  temple  for  one  continent  and  one  people,  purged 
of  the  vile  traffickers  in  the  bodies  and  the  souls  of  men,  con- 
secrated to  Justice  and  to  Liberty,  the  sanctuary  of  Man,  the 
habitation  of  God. 

III.  For  building  the  nation  into  permanence,  there  needs  a 
CIVIL  OEOANisM  Capable  of  preserving  its  historical  identity 
through  successive  generations.  Confederation  and  nation  all  ty 
are  irreconcilable  terms.  The  Greeks,  with  race,  language, 
love  of  country,  and  similarity  of  institutions  to  identify 
them  as  one  people,  yet  failed  of  becoming  a  nation,  through 
lack  of  some  common  unit  of  organic  life ;  and  the  chronic 
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jealonsiee  and  strifes  of  inarticnlated  tribes,  sapped  the  vitality 
of  the  race  itself.  A  nation  is  not  framed  by  statute  or  com- 
pact, but  is  properly  an  organism,  and  serves  itself  by  statutes 
and  by  governments  as  the  organs  of  its  own  will ; — constitu- 
tions and  laws  being  the  articulate  expression  of  its  inherent 
life.  As  President  Lincoln  tersely  said,  '[  It  was  the  nation 
that  made  the  constitution,  and  not  the  constitution  the  nation." 
Already  had  the  nation  awoke  to  consciousness  as  "  one 
people"  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  and  this  con- 
sciousness asserted  itself  majestically  in  that  second  declara- 
tion of  sovereignty,  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution /br  the  United  States 
of  America."  The  attempt  to  set  aside  this  vital  utterance  of 
national  sovereignty  as  a  verbal  contract,  to  be  dissolved  at 
will,  brought  forth  from  the  inner  consciousness  of  the  people, 
the  historic  continuity  of  national  life.  The  patriots  of  the 
Eevolution,  rising  from  almost  forgotten  graves,  are  with  us 
once  more,  a  living  power.  We  strike  hands  across  the 
century  with  the  men  of  ^76  ;  we  walk  with  Otis  and  Warren, 
with  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams,  as  feeling  that  our  cause  is 
theirs,  and  that  their  heroic  past  is  part  of  our  daily  life. 
This  organic  identity  should  be  cherished  in  perpetual  growth. 
By  histories,  by  orations,  and  by  monuments,  by  sacred  graves 
worthy  of  national  pilgrimages,  by  memorial  parks  and 
statues,  by  storied  pictures  in  public  halls,  by  legends  and 
mottoes,  by  commemorative  services  and  martyr-days,,  and, 
above  all,  by  a  festival  of  the  redemption  of  liberty,  a  day  of 
flags  and  flowers,  a  day  of  prayers  and  thanksgivings,  a  day  of 
requiem  for  our  heroes — when  all  that  music  and  ritual  and  elo- 
quence can  provide,  shall  celebrate  the  worth  and  glory  of 
their  sacrifice — by  such  pains-taking  regard  for  the  past, 
wrought  into  the  habits  of  the  people,  let  us  keep  ever  bright 
the  links  of  historic  continuity  that  preserve  the  nation 
*  through  all  changes  and  all  ages,  one.  The  past  once  lost 
there  is  no  more  future.  The  Nation  severed  from  its  history 
loses  the  life-blood  of  progress. 

lY.  For  the  permanent  life  of  the  nation  it  is  essential 
that  there  be  within  it  the  largest  scope  for  individual  enter- 
prise AND  development,  in  ha/nnony  with  the  national  spirit. 
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While  the  iudividual,  born  into  the  nation,  receives  from  it 
much  of  the  tone  of  his  tliought  and  action,  there  conae,  also, 
to  the  nation  fresh  impulse  and  vigor  from  the  activity  of  the 
individual,   and  any  undue   repression  of  such  activity  may 
cause  a  ferment  of  political  revolution.     Hence  liberty  in  all 
that  is  not  harmful  to  othei-s,  liberty  of  thought,  liberty  of  in- 
struction, liberty  of  industry,  liberty  of  trade,  liberty  in  mat- 
ters of  diet,  of  society,  and  of  recreation,  liberty  of  locomo- 
tion, liberty  of  religion — such  liberty  is  the  law  of  life  for  the 
nation.     The  Roman  commonwealth  too  often  repressed  indi- 
vidual genius  by  **  the  immovable  idea  of  a  policy."    In  the 
main  each  man  in  working  out  his  own  bent  helps  the  devel- 
opment of  the  community,  and  the  freer  he  works  the  more  he 
helps.     Tliough   we  may  not   go  so  far  as  to  say  that  ''  no 
society  in  which  eccentricity  is  a  matter  of  reproach  can  be  in 
a  wholesome  state,"^  yet  with  all  this  freedom  of  individual 
activity,  the  healthy  development  of  society  does  req\iire  that 
individuality  of  character  be  free  from  the  tyranny  of  public 
opinion;  and  this  freedom  of  individual  activity  should  be 
in  harmony  vnth^  and  so  subordinate  to,  the  national  spirit  and 
life ;  since  whoever  would  aggrandize  himsjlf  through  fraud, 
immorality,   oppression,   injustice,  or  whoever   would   enjoy 
himself  at  the  cost  of  public  decency,  order,  and  safety,  so 
far  corrupts  the  national  life  and  imperils  the  state.     If  the 
stray  rifle-balls  of  the  Schiitzenfest  kill  a  child  to-day  and  a 
man  to-morrow,  it  is  better  that  on  the  third  day  the  sport  be 
put  under  law.f    In  order,  therefore,  that  the  two  factors  of 
individualism  and  society  may  be  adjusted  to  the  most  bene- 
ficial reciprocal  influence,  the  individual  should  be  trained  in 
that  sense  of  patriotic  obligation,  and  that  feeling  of  public 
spirit,  which  will  lead  him  to  requite  society  for  its  privileges 
and   protection,   by   making  the  nation   as  far  as  possible  a 
partner  of  his  plans,  his  studies,  his  labors,  his  profits,  and  his 
hopes.     Within  that  delicate  sphere  of  honor  and  of  morAl 
sentiment  which  legislation  can  hardly  touch  without  marring, 
lies  the  obligation  to  public  spirit^  which  the  notion  that  gov- 

*  J.  S.  Mill  on  Liberty, 
f  This  had  just  happened  in  New  York. 
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ernment  exists  only  to  protect  the  individaal  in  his  rights 
woald  utterly  destroy,  bat  which  the  doctrine  before  insisted 
on^  of  aD  oi^nic  life  in  society  and  the  nation,  will  inspire  to 
the  noblest  aims — teaching  the  individual  that  his  liberty  and 
rights  are  guaranteed  by  society  to  the  end  that  he  may  have 
unrestricted  opportunity  to  devote  himself  to  that  grand  ideal 
of  equal  justice  and  the  universal  good,  which  chiefly  makes 
the  individual  worth  caring  for. 

y.  Since  national  enterprise  and  wealth  rest  largely  upon 
prodnctive  industry,  we  must  make  labor  honorable  as  serv- 
ing society  in  (locordanoe  vnth  divine  laws.  Hitherto  demo- 
cratic society  has  failed  to  solve  the  problem  of  elevating  the 
laborer  withont  at  the  same  time  dishonoring  labor  itself 
When  the  French  Republic  of  1792  excepted  from  the  privilege 
of  citizenship  "all  persons  at  domestic  service,"  it  did  homage 
to  the  spirit  of  slavery  while  destroying  the  forms  of  despot- 
ism ;  for  if  that  kind  of  service  which  is  indispensable  to  the 
existence  of  society  be  held  beneath  a  citizen,  then  is  labor 
made  a  reproach  in  proportion  to  its  necessity,  and  a  pariah 
caste  is  created  in  every  household.  But  the  spirit  of  tliat 
French  proscription  rules  in  American  society. 

Democratic  institutions  have  accomplished  for  the  laborer 
these  things:  they  have  made  it  possible  for  the  laboring  man 
to  advance  himself  in  social  and  political  consideration ;  they 
liave  increased  his  facilities  for  changing  his  occupation ;  and 
have  given  opportunity  for  those  combinations  of  laboring 
men  which  have  enabled  them  often  to  dictate  to  capitalists 
and  legislators  in  their  own  supposed  interests.  These  last, 
however,  have  furnished  sad  examples  of  the  tyranny  of 
numbers,  and  of  that  rule  of  mediocrity  which  is  apt  to  result 
from  a  bare  ruling  by  majorities.  The  unskilled  and  the  lazy 
keep  down  the  good  workmen  to  their  average. 

But  while  democratic  institutions  have  in  some  ways  wrought 
beneficially  upon  the  workingman,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that 
they  tend  more  and  more  to  bring  work  itself  into  contempt ; 
that  there  is  something  in  the  consciousness  of  being  a  free 
and  independent  voter  that  rebels  at  the  thought  of  depend- 
ent labor,  and  causes  such  labor  to  be  disesteemed — as  being 
what  the  French  Bepublic  branded  it,  menial^  and  so  beneatli 
VOL.  juLvm.  3 
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the  dignity  of  a  citizen.  And  this  spirit  is  contagions  in  all 
departments  of  mannal  labor — teaching  to  evade  service  rather 
than  improve  it,  turning  the  thought  of  the  workman  from  the 
quality  of  his  work  to  its  issue  in  his  being  emancipated  from 
the  necessity  of  working.  Its  remedy  may  possibly  come 
through  the  new  scheme  of  cooperation  by  which  labor  is 
made  to  participate  in  the  fruits  of  capital — though  it  remains 
to  be  seen  how  this  scheme  will  operate  when  losses  are  to  be 
divided  instead  of  profits,  and  when  the  laborer  shall  claim  an 
equal  voice  in  investing  his  employer's  capital !  "  Codpera- 
tion  "  should  be  encouraged  in  a  full  and  fair  trial  of  its  influ- 
ence upon  the  condition  of  the  working-man,  but  the  scheme 
at  best  is  abnormal  and  of  doubtful  issue.  Rather  must  we 
redeem  Labor  from  infamy  by  recognizing  the  fact  that  provi- 
dential laws  are  not  abolished  by  socialistic  theories,  that 
democratic  equalization  in  government  cannot  do  away  with 
the  fundamental  constitution  of  human  society  which  requires 
that  the  necessary  work  of  life  be  classified  so  that  each  in 
doing  his  part  shall  serve  the  whole.  This  fact  fairly  recog- 
nized is  the  true  basis  of  cooperation,  and  would  inspire  the 
working  classes  with  '*  the  just  pride  which  will  choose  to  give 
good  work  for  good  wages." 

There  is  hardly  a  country  of  the  civilized  world  where 
labor  is  less  respectable  in  itself,  and  less  respected  in  the 
person  of  the  laborer,  than  in  these  United  States.  "  The 
dignity  of  labor,"  forsooth,  is  the  staple  of  political  harangues 
to  working-men  ;  yet  the  point  of  dignity  is  made  to  consist 
in  the  ability  to  quit  labor  for  something  else.  Hie  argu- 
ment to  the  working-man  whose  vote  is  solicited,  is,  '*  You  are 
as  good  as  any  one,  if  not  a  trifle  better ;  for  President  Lincoln 
once  split  rails.  Gen.  Grant  tanned  hides,  Ben.  Wade  chopped 
wood,  and  Henry  Wilson  cobbled  shoes;  so  you,  too,  may  rise 
to  be  President,  General,  Vice-PFesident,  or  Senator, — espe- 
cially if  you  will  help  keep  our  party  in  power.''  The  work- 
ing-man is  told  not  to  be  ashamed  of  his  position,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  a  chance  of  his  getting  out  of  it,  and  becoming  an 
employer,  a  capitalist,  or  even  a  politician !  That  one  may 
1  ise  trom  mere  labor  of  the  hands  into  the  sphere  of  mental 
labor,  and  from  the  condition  of  labor  to  that  of  capital ;  that 
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there  is  here  no  hereditary  and  unchangeable  statns  for  any 
man,  is  a  feature  of  American  society  that  does  honor  to  the 
democratic  principle.  But  inasmuch  as  only  a  small  minority 
of  workingmen  can  so  rise,  to  make  the  opportunity  of  rising  the 
chief  motive  to  labor,  is  to  disparage  labor  itself,  and  to  cajole 
the  laborer.  Already  the  feeling  that  a  condition  of  labor  is 
only  to  be  endured  until  something  better  is  gained,  but  should 
be  escaped  from  as  soon  as  possible,  so  widely  pervades  our 
democratic  society,  that  it  is  hard  to  get  work  of  any  kind 
done  by  American  hands.  What  farmer's  son  or  mechanic's 
son  takee  kindly  to  his  father's  work,  or  is  willing  to  be 
apprenticed  to  a  trade  {  The  feeling  that  labor  is  a  task  to  be 
endnred,  a  bondage  to  be  escaped,  and  that  the  working-man 
is  to  be  esteemed  not  for  his  skill  in  his  work  but  for  his 
capacity  to  rise  above  work,  has  brought  labor  to  a  state  of 
disesteem  unknown  in  aristocratic  communities.  The  normal 
idea  which  underlies  the  great  providential  law  of  all  work — 
that  since  society  must  be  served  by  various  forms  of  manual 
labor,  therefore  to  do  in  the  best  manner  the  work  which  is 
given  one  in  his  place  to  do,  is  a  worthy  ambition,  that  this 
may  be  made  an  honorable  serving  of  God  and  man  in  an 
appointed  sphere — this  integral  relation  of  labor  to  the  well- 
ordering  of  society  and  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  which  im- 
parts to  labor  a  real  dignity,  is  not  recognized  by  the  American 
people  as  it  is  in  France,  in  Germany,  and  even  in  England. 
Bat  a  nation  cannot  permanently  thrive  which  puts  labor 
under  a  social  ban.  Legislation  cannot  change  the  status  of 
labor ;  neither  combination  nor  cooperation  can  lift  the  labor- 
ing man  in  the  social  scale,  so  long  as  public  opinion  regards  it 
as  essentially  servile  that  one  man  should  work  for  another,  or 
degrading  to  work  at  all.  But  to  make  labor  honorable  as  a 
calling,  is  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  working-man,  in 
the  ratio  of  his  skill  and  fidelity  in  bis  work ;  and  that  which 
is  useful  and  necessary  should  be  made  respectable  even  in  a 
democracy  I 

VI.  But  the  right  building  of  the  nation  requires  that  we 
study  ornamentation  as  well  as  stability,  beauty  as  well  as 
strength  ;  and  therefore  we  should  assure  to  Woblajt  that  pre- 
fogative  of  honor  in  domesHo  and  social  Ufe^  which  we  have 
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in  part  gained  for  her  by  redeeming  her  from  a  life  of  drudg- 
ery. While  labor  is  man's  primordial  necessity,  ^^  woman's 
right  to  labor  "  is  a  cry  full  of  evil  omen.  It  marks  the  dete- 
rioration of  that  manly  sentiment  which  has  hitherto  accorded 
to  woman  in  this  Bepnblic  a  position  of  honor  and  prerogative 
unknown  in  the  titled  society  of  the  old  world.  There  she 
has  the  *'  right  to  labor  " — as  shop-keeper,  stall-tender,  street- 
cleaner  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  France,  and  as  peasant  in 
the  fields ;  there  she  may  labor  at  the  oar  npon  the  canals  of 
Holland ;  there  she  may  have  undisputed  right  to  labor  over 
the  vast  plains  of  Germany  and  the  steppes  of  Bussia,  dig- 
ging, hoeing,  ditching,  and  following  the  plow  ;  there  she  has 
the  scavenger's  right  to  labor,  in  Switzerland,  Egypt,  Syria, 
gathering  with  her  hands  the  ordure  of  animals  for  tillage  or 
for  fuel;  there,  in  Spain  and  Italy,  she  lias  the  right  to  trudge 
weary  miles  after  the  cattle  as  they  browse  in  the  scorching 
heat  or  the  pelting  storm,  or  to  burden  her  head  with  loads  of 
wood  or  grain  fit  for  the  back  of  a  camel.  It  shames  me  that, 
in  this  free  Republic,  where  the  sanctity  of  womanhood  has 
been  guarded  with  a  jealousy  that  the  age  of  chivalry  never 
knew,  we  are  beginning  to  look  upon  woman  as  a  creature 
doomed  to  labor.  Her  "  right  to  labor  "  is  wide  as  the  world, 
if  she  covet  that.  Let  her  go  forth  to  labor,  if  she  will,  and 
produce  bands  and  feet  and  features  of  corresponding  coarse- 
ness ;  but  in  quitting  the  gentle  occupations  of  the  household, 
that  she  may  compete  with  man  in  every  form  of  labor,  she 
may  assert  a  muscular  right,  with  which  she  is  but  imperfectly 
endowed,  at  cost  of  a  spiritual  prerogative  which  is  hers  by 
nature  and  by  the  concession  of  all  noble  men.  That  daily 
toil  for  daily  bread  which  is  man's  inheritance  through  the 
fall,  was  not  laid  upon  woman  at  the  first;  and  it  is  no  social 
enfranchisement,  but  a  hardship  imposed  by  a  false  condition 
of  society,  that  would  put  it  upon  her  now.  Let  woman  use 
her  finer  faculties  in  education,  art,  science,  manners,  the 
humanities ;  let  her  win  here  the  place  of  preferment ;  and 
when  she  must  perform  manual  labor  for  subsistence,  let  her 
be  encouraged,  respected,  and  remunerated,  in  this  also,  as  one 
bravely  meeting  a  hard  lot;  but  let  us  not  dignify  with  tlie 
name  of  '^  right,"  a  physical  necessity  that  marks  an  abnor- 
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raal  condition  of  society.  Sir  Samuel  Baker  informs  ns  that 
in  Latooka  *^  women  are  so  far  appreciated  as  they  are  valua- 
ble animals.  They  grind  the  com,  fetch  the  water,  gather 
firewood,  cement  the  floors,  cook  the  food,  and  propagate  the 
race;  bnt  there  is  no  such  thing  as  love."  Shall  we  go  back 
upon  our  civilization,  back  upon  our  Christianity,  to  the  White 
Nile  theory  of  woman's  labor?  Such  would  be  the  result  to 
woman  of  that  theory  of  '*  rights  "  which  makes  her  equality 
with  man  a  reason  for  her  ^^  doing  everything  that  man  now 
does'* 

The  equality  of  the  sexes  is  not  scmieness  of  endowments 
and  adaptations,  but  equality  with  differentia.  The  attributes 
of  sex  belong  to  the  soul  as  well  as  to  the  body,  so  that  in  their 
intellectual  and  spiritual  natures,  much  as  they  possess  in  com- 
mon, the  man  and  the  woman  are  also  the  complement  each  of 
the  other ;  and  in  the  distribution  of  these  complementary 
qualities  woman  certainly  has  no  cause  to  envy  her  partner. 
Her  delicate  and  beautiful  prebence,  her  graces  and  charms  of 
person  and  manner,  her  intuitive  affinities  for  the  true,  the 
pure,  and  the  good,  her  divine  faculty  of  counsel,  her  all-per- 
vading, all-controlling  influence — these  are  pTerogatvt>es  which 
woman  has  no  right  to  vacate  by  reducing  herself  to  a  mere 
tool  of  productive  industry,  a  numerical  factor  of  political 
economy.  Physiology  demonstrates  that  woman  is  not  so  con- 
stituted aa  to  compete  with  man  in  labor,  since  there  is  an 
appreciable  difference  between  the  two  sexes  in  the  proportion 
of  red  blood-corpuscles,  upon  which  depend  both  "  vital 
activity  and  the  capacity  for  evetained  emertion^^^—  whether  of 
muscle  or  of  the  brain.*  But  though  woman  is  thus  inferior 
to  man  in  native  vital  force,  a  kindly  nature  has  imparted  to 
her  a  more  subtle  vivacity  and  grace,  showing  that  hers  are 
the  beautiful  ministries  of  life,  and  matj's  its  rugged  toil ;  and 
it  is  this  prerogative  of  Womanhood  that  she  would  sacrifice  by 

*  See  CSarpenter't  **  Principles  of  Hammn  Physiology  "  sixth  London  edition, 
psges  168  and  198.  "  The  tnaxima  in  the  female  do  not  pass  roach  higher  than 
the  jiMOA  of  the  male,  while  her  minima  fall  far  below  his ;  on  the  other  hand, 
the  maxima  of  the  male  rise  far  higher  than  those  of  the  female,  whilst  his 
minima  scarcely  descend  below  her  mtan,^ 
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attempting  the  uneqaal  strife  and  harden  of  the  ^^  working-day 
world." 

Only  at  the  cost  of  this  same  prerogative — the  prerogative 
of  ruling  in  society  through  the  homage  of  valor  to  grace,  of 
strength  to  refinement,  of  muscle  to  heart — only  by  sacrificing 
this  could  woman  enter  the  arena  of  political  strife.  The 
delicate  laws  of  her  physical  organization,  the  more  subtle 
and  beautiful  laws  of  her  social  and  moral  influence  alike 
forbid  this  uncrowning  of  her  Womanhood.  One  who  would 
claim  the  right  of  political  action  must  be  equal  to  serving  the 
State  in  its  demands  as  a  civil  organization.  Here  emphat- 
ically rights  and  duties  must  be  correlative.  Since  suflfrage 
carries  not  simply  the  act  of  voting  but  the  function  of  ruling 
as  well — not  only  declaring  one's  preference  in  political  aflfairs, 
but  actually  governing  the  whole  community — this  cannot  be 
the  natural  right  of  any  individual,  but  is  a  privilege  to  be 
accorded  by  society — by  the  body  politic  finding  itself  in 
power, — ^in  view  of  one's  competence  to  serve  the  State  in  its 
rightful  requirements,  and  with  a  wise  and  impartial  consid- 
eration of  the  needs  and  welfare  of  the  entire  commonwealth. 
To  enter  political  life  argues  capacity  for  civil  duty ;  capacity 
to  serve  the  State  in  the  jury-box,  in  the  police,  in  the  camp, 
in  the  battle-field,  in  port-surveys  and  defenses,  in  the  revenue- 
service,  in  a  routine  of  oflScial  duties  that  suflTer  no  intermis- 
sion ;  and  woman  cannot  do  this,  cannot  trust  herself  to  un- 
dertake the  service  for  which  she  is  physically  incapacitated, 
cannot  be  trusted  with  it  with  safety  to  the  commonwealth. 
Witness,  for  instance,  the  protracted  and  exhausting  session 
of  the  Senate  upon  the  impeachment  of  the  President !  If 
she  would  fulfill  the  sacred  functions  of  her  nature,  she  cannot 
accept  the  responsibilities  of  the  public  service,  for  the  divine 
laws  of  physiology,  and  the  divine  constitution  of  the  family, 
as  the  perpetual  source  of  human  society,  can  never  be  set 
aside.  Eitlier  the  vast  majority  of  women  must  becortie  wives 
and  mothers,  or  society  and  the  State  must  cease  to  be.  But 
while  woman  shall  continue  to  fulfill  for  society  that  most 
serviceable,  most  honorable,  and  most  sacred  office  of  Mater- 
nity, which  is  hers  by  divine  right,  her  very  nature  must 
forbid  her  employment  in  the  public  service  of  the  State. 
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Severting  for  a  moment  to  the  thought  that,  in  this  country, 
to  vote  is  to  participate  directly  in  the  power  of  gove7*ning^ 
I  maintain  that  the  right  to  vote  must  rest  upon  ability  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  citizenship  in  the  service  of  society  as  a 
civil  organization.  This  is  the  only  logical  foundation  upon 
which  the  right  of  suffrage  can  be  based.  To  base  it  upon 
taxation  ia  to  narrow  all  the  great  concerns  of  society  down  to 
the  one  point  of  mercenary  interest.  One  may  receive  the 
foil  valne  of  his  taxes  in  public  order  and  security,  without 
being  entitled  to  vote  by  reason  of  his  assessment;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  taxes  may  be  most  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  the 
public  order  and  safety  most  lax,  where  everybody  votes,  as  in 
New  York,  and  the  representatives  of  the  majority  levy  upon 
the  property  of  the  minority  for  their  own  schemes  of  plunder. 
To  base  the  right  to  vote  upon  the  abstract  equality  of  indi- 
viduals, is  to  confound  natural  and  personal  rights  with 
political  powers ; — but  voting  is  a  power  in  the  State  which  no 
one  can  inherit  by  nature.  If  man  is  endowed  by  nature  with 
tlie  right  to  vote,  if  this  is  a  right  that  inheres  in  humanity  as 
such,  then  by  what  authority  can  minors  and  paupers  bo  ex- 
cluded from  the  polls,  or  a  term  of  naturalization  or  a  degree 
of  education  be  required  for  admission  to  suffrage  ?  In  the 
last  analysis,  the  Political  Society  must  determine  for  itself  in 
whom  this  power  of  control  over  public  affaira  shall  be  vested. 

Is  it  asked  whence  has  Society  this  right  ?  The  answer  is 
simply  that  the  Body  Pplitic  which  possesses  the  power  to  rule, 
must  rule  upon  conditions  of  its  own  making;  it  is  bound  to 
make  these  conditions  just  and  fair  in  view  of  all  the  interacts 
of  society,  but  the  remedy  for  injustice  cannot  be  found  in 
admitting  everybody  indiscriminately  to  the  function  of  ruling 
as  a  "  natural  right."  The  same  power  in  society  which  reg- 
ulates soffrage  in  the  case  of  minors,  paupers,  and  others,  can 
attach  to  suffrage  such  conditions  and  limitations  as  the  general 
good  may  require.  Hence  the  natural  equality  of  the  sexes 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  question  of  suffrage,  which  rests  on 
constitutional  and  other  qualifications  for  the  service  of  so- 
ciety as  a  civil  organization.  That  the  capacity  for  such 
service  is  denied  to  woman  is  not  a  fiction  of  civil  law  but  a 
fact  of  physiology,  which    no   legislation   can   ever   change- 
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The  notion  that  the  equality  of  the  sexes  reqaires  the  equal 
distribution  and  exercise  of  all  civil,  social,  and  personal  fane- 
tions  and  rights,  leads  to  absurdities  the  most  grotesque  and 
revolting. 

But  we  are  now  concerned  not  so  much  with  the  abstract 
question  of  woman's  entering  into  public  life  as  with  the  in- 
fluence of  this  upon  the  tone  of  society  in  a  republican  gov- 
ernment. The  tone  of  national  life,  the  very  continuance  of 
the  nation,  depends  upon  the  position  of  woman  more  than 
upon  any  other  single  fact ;  and  it  has  happened  to  woman 
thus  far  in  the  constitution  of  American  society,  to  be  a  con- 
servative, elevating,  purifying  power,  by  virtue  of  the  prerog- 
ative accorded  her  of  ruling  by  character  and  influence  apart 
from  the  contests  of  numbers.  In  a  country  which  has  no 
traditions  of  feudalism  and  no  forms  of  society  nor  govern- 
ment to  inspire  sentiments  of  veneration  and  loyalty,  the 
spirit  of  chivalry — "  that  nurse  of  manly  sentiment  and  heroic 
enterprise" — has  found  its  expression  in  loyalty  to  woman. 
This  sentiment,  ennobling  and  refining  a  democratic  people, 
is  of  more  value  to  the  Republic  than  all  the  balances  of  the 
constitution.  It  belongs  to  the  divine  harmony  of  society  ; 
for  the  Creator  has  entrusted  woman  to  the  honor  of  man  in 
the  family  and  the  state,  for  the  culture  of  the  stronger  through 
care  and  consideration  for  the  weaker.  Man  looks  up  to 
woman  with  the  homage  that  chivalry  renders  to  the  delicate, 
the  beautiful,  the  spiritual,  the  true. 

But  if.  woman,  disdaining  her  loyal  defender,  shall  enter  the 
lists  to  contend  with  man  by  sheer  force  of  numbers,  clamor- 
ing for  rights,  he  will  say  to  her,  "  Stand  upon  your  own 
strength  and  fight  your  own  battles,  expecting  neither  loyalty 
nor  chivalry  from  me."  An  editor  distinguished  as  much  for 
his  courtesy  as  for  his  generous  sympathy  with  all  enlightened 
reforms,  was  besought  by  a  champion  of  woman's  voting  to 
advocate  her  cause.  To  her  repeated  demands  of  '*  right,"  he 
replied  with  quiet  and  cogent  argument ;  but  with  such  perti- 
nacity did  she  pursue  him  that  he  said  to  her  at  last,  ^'  Madam, 
I  fear  if  you  come  to  me  again  in  this  manner,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  answer  you  as  if  you  were  a  mem  /"  That  saved 
him  further  intrusion,  and  opened  her  eyes  to  the  possible 
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fhtnre  of  woman,  Bhoald  she  gain  the  right  of  being  talked  to 
like  a  man  I  Sad  would  be  the  social  state  in  wbicli  men 
wonld  feel  challenged  by  the  position  of  woman  to  deal  with 
her  on  pablic  questions,  as  they  deal  with  one  another. 

Even  if  the  ballot  could  raise  woman  politically,  the  nation 
cannot  afford  so  to  degrade  its  men  by  divesting  them  of  the 
sentiments  of  delicacy,  of  honor,  of  loyalty — in  a  word,  of 
chivalry,  and  arraying  the  sexes  in  the  contest  of  numbers. 
Woman  cannot  hope  to  act  for  herself  in  public  life  and  still 
receive  the  honorable  consideration  now  accorded  to  the  deli- 
cacy of  her  sex.  She  must  choose  between  the  two ;  and  if 
she  shall  elect  the  latter,  she  will  inevitably  find  that  in  what 
direction  soever  she  forces  herself  outside  the  sphere  of  delicate 
and  chivalrous  regard  into  the  contention  of  labors  and  of 
numbers,  she  is  taking  a  step  toward  her  own  degradation.  If 
she  can  brave  the  opprobrium,  society  cannot  risk  the  conse- 
quences. 

It  is  assumed  that  woman  will  bring  to  the  polls  a  soothing 
element  and  improve  the  moral  results  of  elections.  On  the 
contrary,  her  greater  intensity  of  feeling  for 2>«r«07w  would  bring 
a  keener  acrimony  into  our  political  campaigns.  We  cannot 
forget  how  the  women  of  the  South  incited  the  rebellion  and 
inflamed  its  hatred  and  atrocity  ;  nor  that  woman  produced 
the  worst  monstrosities  of  the  French  revolution  ;  nor  can  we 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  in  great  cities  the  Bridgets  would 
roll  up  the  majorities  of  the  demagogues,  and  that  Washington 
would  have  its  Mainteuons  and  Pompadours  to  add  their  in- 
trigues to  its  political  corruptions.  The  history  of  church 
elections  in  which  Abbesses  had  a  voice,  is  a  warning  here. 
But  the  calamity  to  be  shunned  is  that  men,  ceasing  to  respect 
and  honor  women  in  their  prerogative  of  influence,  shall  fear 
or  court  them  as  an  element  of  numerical  power ! — for  when 
the  spirit  of  chivalry  with  its  generous  loyalty  to  sex  is  gone, 
the  glory  of  the  Republic  will  be  extinguished  forever. 

Vn.  To  give  to  the  national  structure  its  proper  flnish,  the 
principle  of  social  selection^  inseparable  from  human  society, 
should  be  encouraged  in  the  direction  of  cultubb.  Whatever 
may  be  the  fate  of  Mr.  Darwin's  theory  in  natural  history,  the 
law  of  "  variation  by  selection  "  obtains  in  human  society,  and 
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tends  to  the  development  of  higher  forms  of  life.  The  spirit 
of  aristocracy,  which  is  found  in  humanity  under  all  condi- 
tions, can  never  be  excluded  from  democratic  society,  but 
should  find  in  that  society  its  regnant  and  harmonious  sphere. 
An  aristocracy  of  privilege,  an  hereditary  supremacy  vested  in 
an  order  or  class,  a  political  aristocracy  of  any  kind,  is  essen- 
tially hostile  to  those  rights  and  liberties  which  a  Kepublican 
government  makes  common  to  all ;  and  the  abolition  of  priv 
Ueged  classes  in  the  State  is  the  great  boon  which  democracy 
has  brought  to  mankind.  Whatever  the  evils  of  democracy, 
improvement  is  not  to  be  sought  by  changing  tlie  system,  so 
that  a  hundred  would  rule  the  million  by  '*  privilege." 

But  classes  will  nevertheless  exist,  by  laws  inherent  in  the 
constitution  of  all  society ;  and  the  perfect  development  of 
democratic  society  requires  that  there  be  in  this  classes  dis- 
tinguished by  the  best  material,  constituted  for  the  best  ends ; 
classes  permanent  in  their  structure  and  influence,  but  with  an 
ever-changing  succession  of  individual  membership,  because 
membership  comes  neither  through  birth,  privilege,  nor  favor- 
itism, but  through  an  eligibility  open  to  universal  competition. 
By  the  constitution  of  human  nature,  there  are  gradations  of 
quality  in  humanity  itself;  there  is  a  good,  a  better,  a  best; 
and,  by  the  ordinance  of  God,  the  best  should  have  precedence 
in  consideration  and  influence,  and  so  long  as  the  place  of  the 
beet  is  open  to  self-culture,  the  advantages  of  such  true,  normal 
aristocracy  may  be  had  with  none  of  the  evils  of  privilege  or 
caste. 

The  most  presuming  aristocracy  the  world  has  ever  seen  is 
the  Church  of  Christ,  which  purports  to  consist  of  the  elect  of 
God,  distinguished  from  the  world  by  superiority  of  character, 
and  claiming  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  yet 
within  itself  the  church  is  the  most  absolute  democracy — 
where  all  are  brethren ;  and  since  it  is  open  to  any  man  to 
enter  the  church  upon  adopting  its  rule  of  holy  life,  there  is 
nothing  proscriptive  in  such  an  aristocracy,  while  its  whola 
tone  is  to  elevate  and  refine  society. 

Like  the  influence  of  the  church  in  morals  would  be  the 
social  influence  of  a  guild  of  the  cultivated — what  the  French 
style  cmbes  d'elite — elect  spirits  drawn  together  by  tlie  aflSnity 
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of  cnltnre,  and  controlling  taste,  manners,  opinion,  by  the  pre- 
K^fative  of  excellence.  It  is  eeeential  to  liberty  that  there  be 
recognized  the  principle  of  social  selection,  the  right  of  classi- 
fication in  society  by  the  law,  not  of  averages  or  majorities, 
bnt  of  preferences ;  and  it  is  no  less  essential  to  the  perfection 
of  society  that  this  variation  by  selection  be  in  the  direction  not 
of  material  prosperity — which  is  little  else  than  a  ''  regulated 
sensuality  *' — but  of  a  true  and  ennobling  culture. 

It  was  a  mark  of  decay  in  Roman  society  when,  as  Momm- 
sen  says,  ^'  it  was  necessary  that  the  burgesses  should  all  be 
alike,  that  each  of  them  might  be  like  a  king."  Such  equality 
marks  a  deteriorated  condition  of  intelligence  and  virtue ;  for 
that  is  hardly  a  passable  state  of  society  in  which  none  are 
superior. 

De  Tocqueville  and  John  Stuart  Mill,  two  most  sagacious 
and  friendly  critics  of  our  social  condition,  have  both  com- 
mented upon  the  degrading  effects  of  the  passion  for  physical 
comforts  and  for  the  pleasures  of  material  life,  which  gives 
such  a  *^  preternatural  stimulus  to  the  desire  of  acquiring  and 
of  enjoying  wealth,  where  an  entire  population  are  the  com- 
petitors." Hitherto  an  apparent  success  in  that  one  line  has 
been  the  chief  mark  of  social  distinction — "  the  hypocrisy  of 
luxury,"  as  De  Tocqueville  styles  it.  Mill  frankly  notes  the 
same  tendency  in  his  own  country.  **In  England  as  well  as 
in  America,  it  appears  to  foreigners,  as  if  everybody  had  but 
one  wish — to  improve  his  condition,  never  to  enjoy  it ;  as  if  no 
Englishman  cared  to  cultivate  either  the  pleasures  or  the  vir- 
tues corresponding  to  his  station  in  society,  but  solely  to  get 
out  of  it  as  quickly  as  possible,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done, 
and  until  it  is  done,  to  seem  to  have  got  out  of  it."*  The 
remedy  for  this  materialistic  or  commercial  tone  of  democratic 
society.  Mill  would  find  in  an  agricultural  class,  educated  and 
removed  by  position  and  taste  from  "  the  rage  of  money- 
getting  ;"  in  a  leisured  class  and  a  learned  class,  which  shall 
famish  ^^  a  social  support  for  opinions  and  sentiments  different 
from  those  of  the  mass."  To  American  moralists  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  congratulation  that  there  existed  in  this  country  no 

*  Di88ertatioD8,il,  144. 
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leisared  or  spending  class;  bat  now  that  such  a  class  has 
arisen  and  is  to  be,  we  should  set  before  it  such  motives  to  edu- 
cation for  leadership  and  statesmanship  as  will  turn  it  from 
house-furnishing  and  horse-racing  as  the  chief  end  of  life. 
Society  has  the  right  to  demand  of  such  a  class  that  they 
shall  be  patrons  of  science  and  art,  the  models  of  culture — a 
guild  of  the  cultivated — a  pattern  of  the  gentleman.  Above 
all  must  the  Aristocracy  of  Letters  maintain  and  justify  its 
conceded  rank  by  a  comprehensive  regard  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Republic  in  the  higher  walks  of  learning.  A 
learned  class  should  be  the  pride  of  our  Universities,  the  boast 
of  our  people.  Men  who  are  willing  to  devote  time,  patience, 
and  labor  to  becoming  scholars,  should  be  accounted  worthy  of 
the  best  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  nation,  even  as  to- 
day England,  whose  own  public  service  is  so  enriched  b}'  men 
of  culture,  pays  her  most  graceful  compliment  to  the  American 
people  in  crowning  their  favorite  poet  in  the  realm  of  letters 
and  of  laws — ^inducting  the  translator  of  Dante  into  the  uni- 
versity of  Milton.  Men  of  letters  must  in  turn  adorn  the 
nation  with  starry-crowns  of  light  and  glory  high  above  the 
petty  ambitions  of  place  and  power.  Their  dignity  is  that 
they  give  light  freely  to  all  beneath  them,  and  that  by  exalt- 
ing mind  they  elevate  man.  That  the  learning  of  the  clergy 
and  the  university  should  be  employed  to  govern  the  people 
through  their  ignorance,  was  the  theory  of  the  Middle  Ages  ^-^ 
that  educated  Mind  should  rule  the  nation  by  educating  the 
people  to  sound  views,  and  pure  and  noble  aims,  is  the  theory 
of  a  learned  class  in  a  Repnblic.  Hence,  the  existence  of 
such  a  class,  while  it  confers  dignity  upon  the  nation,  is  not  for 
personal  pride  and  privilege,  but  for  public  service.  Bunsen 
lamented  that  in  Germany  and  in  England  "  the  guild  of  the 
studious  does  too  little  with  the  object  of  working  upon  the 
nation  ;"  but  we  in  America  are  making  it  a  practical  working- 
power.  That  popular  education  which  is  so  indispensable  to 
the  preservation  of  republican  government  that  I  do  not 
argue  for  it  here,  can  be  obtained  only  through  men  of  higher 
education,  men  devoted  to  learning,  bringing  to  bear  upon 
public  questions  the  calm,  clear,  sober  judgment  of  minds  dis- 
ciplined to  the  vocation  of  the  scholar.     He  who  has  learned 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  How  to  build  a  N^aUon.  45 

to  read  is  in  a  position  to  be  educated  by  the  exercise  of  liis 
thinking-powers  upon  the  thoughts  of  thinking  men.  Not 
reading,  nor  schools,  nor  the  press  can  make  sure  to  the  people 
at  large  that  education  for  public  affairs,  which  the  safety  of 
the  State  requires  in  the  body  of  its  voters.  What  they  road 
and  what  they  think  about  it,  is  the  practical  question,  and 
discipline  in  sound  reading  and  thinking,  the  true  education. 
After  the  common  school  has  graduated  its  millions  in  the 
rudiments  of  knowledge,  these  must  yet  be  educated  by  minds 
trained  in  the  highest  forms  of  thought  and  the  noblest  views 
of  truth.  As  it  was  the  sciences  of  chemistry,  mechanics,  and 
engineering  that  fought  the  battles  of  the  country  through  the 
hands  of  artillerists  and  riflemen  ;  and  the  science  of  political 
ethics  that  expounded  and  enforced  the  obligations  of  loyalty 
and  patriotism ;  as  it  is  the  science  of  the  mining  schools  that 
develops  the  physical  resources  of  the  country  ;  so  must  edu- 
cated mind  solve  for  the  nation  its  disturbing  problems  of 
finance  and  trade  by  guiding  the  people  to  sound  notions  of 
political  economy ;  so  must  the  men  of  wisdom  guard  the 
State  by  causing  to  be  understood  the  principles  of  ethics  by 
which  alone  the  life  of  a  nation  can  be  maintained. 

VIIL  And  this  brings  us  to  the  last  and  highest  word  of 
the  argument — that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  national  struc- 
tnre,  every  hoU^  Hruty  stay^  tie  in  it  must  he  justice.  By  the 
working  of  those  moral  laws  which  mark  human  society  as 
ordained  of  God,  only  that  endures  which  is  just,  and  there- 
fore has  right  to  be.  As  a  Nation  we  have  no  choice  of  what 
at  last  shall  be,  but  can  only  choose  whether  we  will  last  by 
joining  our  national  life  to  that  which  certainly  shall  be.  To 
this  end  the  theocratic  principle  must  be  applied  to  democratic 
forms,*  and  Justice  enthroned  as  a  divine  incarnation  in  all 

*  For  the  foU  enndation  of  this  principle  the  author  begs  to  refer  the  reader  to 
his  discourse  published  by  the  American  Home  Mivsionary  Society,  May,  1868. 
Its  argument  In  brief  is,  (1).  A  (Government  is  rightful  in  proportion  as  it  can 
jnetify  itself  to  the  moral  sense  of  mankind.  (2).  A  Popular  OoTernment  can 
be  maintained  only  through  reyerence  for  law,  which  is  founded  in  the  moral 
oonTictions  of  the  people.  (8).  The  religion  of  the  Bible  aione  can  supply  ade- 
quate moral  sanctions  to  the  laws  and  institutions  of  a  ft*ee  commonwealth.  An 
eztension'of  suffrage  will  not  preserye  society  and  the  State,  unless  suffrage  is 
made  both  intelligent  and  honest    Education  wiU  not  secure  the  purity  of  tue 
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the  iDStitations  of  government  The  sole  alternative  for 
political  Bociety  lies  between  a  government  founded  in  the 
divine  right  of  justice  and  the  divine  necessity  of  order,  and  a 
despotism  vested  in  the  arbitrary  will  of  one,  the  prescriptive 
privilege  of  the  few,  or  the  capricious  power  of  nnmbers. 
The  enduring  strength  of  democracy  as  a  political  society 
must  lie  in  its  affinity  with  theocracy  in  its  governing  princi- 
ple ; — the  State  stripped  of  all  forms  and  accidents  of  religion, 
must  yet  be  born  of  religion,  as  in  our  thought  an  ordinance  of 
God,  and  the  Nation  made  conscious  of  those  awful  sanctions 
of  right  and  justice  that  girdle  the  world  of  human  action 
with  the  world  of  invisible  powers. 

Then,  with  the  family  made  sacred  ;  the  mixed  populations 
fused  into  one;  successive  generations  held  by  the  electric 
cord  of  organic  and  historical  life ;  enterprise  favored  and 
labor  reputed  worthy ;  womanhood  cherished  and  honored  as 
the  crown  of  the  social  state ;  knowledge  and  culture  made 
the  first  estates*  for  dignity  of  service  and  prerogative  of  power ; 
and  Justice,  dictated  by  allegiance  to  God,  pervading  all 
political  forms,  institutions,  laws,  and  ruling  the  souls  of  men, 
we  shall  build  upon  this  broad  continent  a  nation  that  shall 
stand,  until 

*'  the  great  globe  itself 
And  «U  which  it  Inherit  shall  dissolye.'* 


ballot,  unless  therel>e  also  a  pure  morality  iu  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Such 
morality  can  be  mabtained  only  through  a  devout  recognition  of  the  authority  of 
a  holy  Qod.  The  principle  of  goTeming  m  accordance  with  absolute  jiistice,  is 
the  justifying  gpx>und  of  all  government,  and  would  be  the  perfection  of  any  gov- 
ernment. A  pure  Theooraoy  would  be  a  People  govemitig  themselves  in  equity^ 
by  vii'tue  of  the  allegiance  of  each  member  of  the  community  to  the  sup'eme  law  of 
righteousnee,  the  will  of  Ood, 
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Article  HI.— THE  RENAISSANCE  IN  CHINA. 

As  link  after  link  is  added  to  that  chain  of  communication 
which  brings  China  nearer  to  us  tlian  Europe  was  before  the 
rise  of  steam  navigation,  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  a 
mental  awakening  is  taking  place  among  the  people  of  China, 
hy  which  the  Chinese  mind  will  be  brought  proportionally 
nearer  to  our  own. 

The  announcement  of  this  fact  will  be  received  with  distrust 
by  some  who  are  skeptical  as  to  the  doctrine  of  human  pro- 
gress. It  will  be  questioned  by  others  who  deride  as  visionary 
the  efforts  of  Christian  enterprise.  Nor  will  it  be  readily 
admitted  by  that  large  class  who  are  wont  to  regard  the 
Chinese  mind  as  hopelessly  incrusted  with  the  prejudices  of 
antiquity. 

Never  have  a  great  people  been  more  misunderstood.  They 
are  denounced  as  stolid,  because  we  are  not  in  possession  of  a 
medium  sufficiently  transparent  to  convey  our  ideas  to  them, 
or  transmit  theirs  to  us ;  and  stigmatized  as  barbarians,  be- 
cause we  want  the  breadth  to  comprehend  a  civilization  differ- 
ent from  our  own.  They  are  represented  as  servile  imitators, 
though  they  have  borrowed  less  than  any  other  people ;  as 
destitute  of  the  inventive  faculty,  though  the  world  is  indebted 
to  them  for  a  long  catalogue  of  the  most  useful  discoveries ; 
and  as  clinging  with  unquestioning  tenacity  to  a  heritage  of 
traditions,  though  they  have  passed  through  many  and  pro- 
found changes  in  the  course  of  their  history. 

They  have  not  been  stationary,  as  generally  supposed, 
through  the  long  past  of  their  national  life.  The  national 
mind  has  advanced  from  age  to  age  with  a  stately  march  ;  not 
indeed  always  in  a  direct  course,  but  at  each  of  its  great 
epochs,  recording,  as  we  think,  a  decided  gain  ;  like  the  dawn 
of  an  arctic  morning,  in  which  the  first  blush  of  the  eastern 
sky  disappears  for  many  hours,  only  to  be  succeeded  by  a 
brighter  glow,  growing  brighter  yet,  after  each  interval  of 
darkness,  as  the  time  of  sunrise  approaches. 
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The  existence  in  such  a  country  of  such  a  thing  as  a  national 
mind  is  itself  an  evidence  of  a  susceptibility  to  change ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  guarantee  for  the  comparative  stability  of 
their  institutions.  It  proves  that  China  is  not  an  immense 
congeries  of  polypi,  each  encased  in  his  narrow  cell,  a  work- 
shop and  a  tomb,  and  all  toiling  on  without  the  stimulus  of 
common  sympathy  or  mental  reaction.  It  proves  that  China 
is  not  like  Africa,  and  aboriginal  America,  or  even  like  British 
India,  an  assemblage  of  tribes  with  little  or  no  community  of 
feeling.  It  is  a  unit,  and  through  all  its  members  there 
sweeps  the  mighty  tide  of  a  common  life. 

In  the  progress  of  its  enormous  growth,  it  has  absorbed 
many  a  heterogeneous  element,  which  has  always  been  trans- 
formed into  its  own  substance  by  an  assimilative  power  that 
attests  the  marvelous  energy  of  the  Chinese  civilization.  It 
has,  too,  undergone  many  modifications,  in  consequence  of  in- 
fluences operating  ah  extra  as  well  as  from  within  ;  and  though 
the  process  of  transmission  has  often  been  slow,  those  influen- 
ces have  always  extended  to  the  whole  body.  Within 'the 
bounds  of  China  proper,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  the  waves 
of  Budhism  or  Tauism  being  arrested  at  the  confines  of  a 
particular  province ;  nor  is  there  any  district  in  which  the 
pulsations  from  the  great  heart  of  the  empire  do  not  by  virtue 
of  a  common  language  and  common  feeling  meet  with  a 
prompt  response. 

Yet  the  existence  of  this  oneness  and  sympathy,  this  nation- 
ality of  mind,  which  brings  modifications  on  a  vast  scale  with- 
in the  range  of  possibility,  necessarily  interposes  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  their  speedy  consummation.  Planted  on  the 
deep  foundations  of  antiquity,  extending  over  so  wide  an 
area,  and  proudly  conscious  of  its  own  greatness,  its  very 
inertia  is  opposed  to  change.  In  China,  accordingly,  great 
revolutions,  whether  political,  religious,  or  intellectual,  have 
always  been  slow  of  accomplishment.  Compared  with  the 
facility  with  which  these  are  brought  about  in  some  occidental 
countries,  they  resemble  the  slow  revolutions  of  those  huge 
planets  on  the  outskirts  of  the  solar  system,  which  require 
more  than  the  period  of  a  human  life  to  make  the  circuit  of 
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the  sun,  while  the  little   planet   Mercury  wheels  round  the 
center  once  in  a  few  months. 

The  great  dynastic  changes,  involving  as  they  do  a  period 
uf  disintegration,  and  another  of  reconstruction,  have  usually 
occupied  from  one  to  three  generations,  while  the  growth  of 
those  grand  revolutions,  which  resulted  in  the  ascendency  of  a 
religion  or  a  philosophy,  mu^t  be  reckoned  by  centuries. 

A  brief  review  of  some  of  the  mDre  remarkable  changes 
that  have  occurred  in  the  progress  of  Chinese  civilization,  will 
enable  us  better  to  understand  the  nature  of  the  intellectual 
movement  now  going  on. 

To  begin  with  the  development  of  political  ideas.    Instead 
of  being  wedded  to  a  uniform  system  of  despotic  government, 
the  Chinese  have  lived  under  as  many  forms  of  government  as 
ancient  Bome  or  modern  France.     While  the  Romans  passed 
under  their  kings,  consuls,  and  emperors,  the  Chinese  had 
their  tees^  their  wangs^  and  their  hwangteea.    And  as  France 
has  passed  through  the  various  phases  of  a  feudal  and  central- 
ized monarchy,  a  republic  and  a  military  despotism,  so  China 
exhibits  an  equal  variety  in  the  forms  of  her  civil  government. 
When  the  hand  of  history  first  lifts  the  curtain,  two  thou- 
sand years  before  the  Christian  era,  it  discloses  to  us  an  elective 
monarchy,  in  which  the  voice  of  the  people  was  admitted  to 
express  the  will  of  heaven.    Thus  Yaou,  the  model  monarch  of 
antiquity,  was  raised  to  the  throne  by  the  voice  of  the  nobles, 
in  lien  of  his  elder  brother  who  was  set  aside  on  account  of  his 
disorderly  life.    Yaou  in  turn  set  aside  his  own  son,  and  called 
on  the  nobles  to  name  a  successor,  when  Shun  was  chosen. 
Again,  Shun,  passing  by  an  unworthy  son,  transmitted  the 
*•  yellow  *'  to  an  able  minister,  the  great  Yu. 

Yn,  though  a  good  sovereign,  departed  from  these  illustrions 
precedents,  and  incurred  the  ''  censure  of  converting  the  em- 
pire into  a  family  estate."  The  hereditary  principle  became 
fixed.  Branches  of  the  imperial  family  were  assigned  por- 
tions of  the  empire,  and  their  descendants  succeeding  to  their 
principalities,  the  feudal  system  became  confirmed. 

This,  in   China,  is  the   classical  form  of  government,  and 
Confucius  himself  compares  the   majesty  of  the  sovei'eign  to 
the  polar  star,  which  keeps  its  steadfast  place  while  all  the 
VOL.  xxvin.  4 
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constellations  revolve  around  it.  It  prevailed  nnder  the 
djnasty  of  Chow,  when  the  classics  were  produced ;  and  a 
large  part  of  the  classic  writings  is  occupied  with  questions  re- 
lating to  the  balance  of  power  among  the  feudal  lords,  and  the 
regulation  of  their  relations  to  their  sovereign.  Traiftplanted 
to  Japan,  it  exists  till  the  present  day,  where  a  war  among  the 
nobles  is  now  exciting  the  attention  of  the  public.  But  in 
China  it  was  overthrown  completely  two  thousand  years  ago, 
by  one  of  the  most  sweeping  revolutions  on  the  records  of 
history. 

Lecheng,  an  ambitious  noble,  sweeping  all  rival  princes  from 
the  chess-board,  dethroned  the  last  degenerate  scions  of  the 
house  of  Chow,  and  proclaimed  himself  under  the  title  of  the 
First  Whangtee.  Finding  that  the  literary  class  were  wedded 
to  feudal  institutions,  he  carried  on  a  relentless  persecution 
against  the  disciples  of  Confucius ;  and  fearing  that  the  traces 
of  them  contained  in  the  Confucian  books  might  lead  the 
people  to  restore  the  obliterated  principalities,  he  proceeded  to 
destroy,  as  lar  as  possible,  every  vestige  of  classic  literature. 
His  object  was  to  cut  the  empire  loose  from  the  leading  strings 
of  antiquity,  and  to  inaugurate  a  totally  new  system  in  the 
politics  of  the  empire.  He  further  signalized  his  reign  by  the 
erection  of  that  huge  barrier  on  the  north — which,  to  this  day, 
continues  to  be  a  wonder  of  the  world.  It  is  only  just  to  add, 
that  the  system  of  centralized  power  which  he  introduced, 
was  as  firmly  established  as  the  great  wall  itself.  The  very 
title  of  Whangtee^  first  assumed  by  Lecheng,  continues  to  be 
that  of  the  emperors  of  China  at  the  present  day. 

Under  the  dynasty  of  Han,  about  the  commencement  of 
the  Christian  era,  a  still  more  important  modification  was  in- 
troduced into  the  constitution  of  the  empire — viz.  a  democratic 
element,  in  virtue  of  which  appointments  to  office  were  not 
left  to  the  caprice  of  the  sovereign  and  his  favorites.  This 
consisted  in  testing  the  capacity  of  candidates  by  a  literary 
examination;  and  it  operated  so  well  that  it  was  not  only 
adopted  but  greatly  improved  by  succeeding  dynasties,  and 
continues  in  force  at  the  present  day.  The  Americans  would 
as  soon  surrender  their  ballot-box,  as  the  Cliinese  that  noble 
system  of  examinations,  which  makes  public  office  the  reward 
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of  scholarship,  and  gives  every  man  an  opportunity  of  ele- 
vating himself  by  his  own  exertions. 

Nor  are  the  Chinese  less  familiar  with  the  idea  of  change  in 
the  region  of  religious  thought,  three  systems  of  religion 
having  appeared  on  the  arena  of  the  empire,  and  struggled 
for  the  ascendency  since  the  sixth  century  before  the  Christian 
era.  Confticianisra  was  persecuted  under  the  dynasty  of  Ts'in ; 
and  Tauism  and  Budhism  alternately  persecuting  and  perse- 
cuted, kept  up  the  conflict  for  ages,  each  in  turn  seating  its 
own  disciples  on  the  throne  of  the  empire.  The  last  of  these 
is  of  foreign  origin  ;  and  its  universal  prevalence  does  much 
to  reconcile  the  people  to  the  introduction  of  religious  ideas 
from  abroad ;  while  it  stands  forth  as  a  visible  proof  of  the 
possibility  of  converting  the  Chinese  to  a  foreign  creed.  A  lead- 
ing statesman  of  China  has  recently  made  use  of  this  as  an  argu- 
ment that  the  emperor  should  not  object  to  the  propagation  of 
Christianity.  "  From  the  time  of  Ts'in  and  Han,"  he  says, 
*'the  doctrines  of  Confucius  began  to  be  obscured,  and  the 
religion  of  Budha  spread  abroad.  Now  Budhism  originated 
in  India,  but  many  of  the  Hindoos  have  renounced  Budhism 
and  embraced  Mohammedanism.  •  The  Roman  Catholic  faith 
originated  in  the  west,  but  some  nations  of  the  west  have 
adopted  Protestantism,  and  set  themselves  in  opposition  to 
the  faith  of  Borne.  Whence  we  see  that  other  religions  rise 
and  fall  from  age  to  age,  but  the  doctrine  of  Confucius  sur- 
vives, unimpaired  throughout  all  ages."  The  writer  is  careful 
to  disavow  any  sympathy  for  Christianity,  and  he  by  no 
means  recommends  its  adoption  ;  but  he  wishes  to  assure  His 
Majesty  that  there  is  no  serious  evil  to  be  apprehended  even  if 
Christianity  should  succeed  in  supplanting  Budhism,  as  long 
as  the  people  adhere  to  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  their  ancient 
sage.  It  is  a  great  thing  for  the  leading  minds  to  acknowl- 
edge the  possibility  of  a  change  even  in  this  hypothetical  form. 

Aside  from  these  religions  revolutions,  and  altogether  dis- 
tinct from  them,  are  several  periods  of  intellectual  awakening, 
that  constitute  marked  epochs  in  the  history  of  literature. 

Hie  first  of  these  was  occasioned  by  the  publication  of  the 
Confiician  Classics.  Another  occurred  in  the  time  of  Mencius, 
when  the  ethical  basis  of  the  school  underwent  a  searching  re. 
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vision,  the  great  question  of  the  original  goodness  or  depravity 
of  haman  nature  being  discussed  with  acuteness  and  power.  A 
third  and  more  powerful  awakening  took  place,  when  the 
classic  books  which -Lecheng  had  burned  rose,  Phcenix-like, 
from  their  ashes,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  issued,  Minerva- 
like,  from  the  retentive  brain  of  those  venerable  scholars,  who 
had  committed  them  to  memory  in  their  early  boyhood. 

This  was  the  age  of  criticism  ;  the  y^ry  circumstances 
which  roused  the  national  mind  to  activity,  directing  its  effArts 
to  the  settlement  of  the  text  of  their  ancient  records.  But  it 
did  not  stop  here.  Slips  of  bamboo,  and  tablets  of  wood,  the 
clumsy  materials  of  ancient  books,  gave  place  to  linen,  silk, 
and  paper.  The  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  material 
contributed  to  multiply  books  and  stimulate  literary  labor. 

The  great  work  which  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  existing 
histories  of  the  empire  was  produced  in  this  age ;  as  also  a 
dictionary,  the  pioneer  of  Chinese  lexicography,  since  followed 
by  more  voluminous  works,  but  so  complete  and  lucid  that  it 
is  still  reckoned  among  standard  authorities. 

But  the  grandest  of  all  the  revivals  of  learning,  was,  as 
might  be  expected,  that  which  ensued  on  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  printing.  In  the  period  above  referred  to,  about  A.  D. 
177,  the  revised  text  of  the  sacred  books  was  engraved  on 
tablets  of  stone,  by  imperial  order,  as  a  precaution  to  secure  it 
against  the  danger  of  another  conflagration.  Impressions 
must  have  been  taken  from  these,  and  the  art  of  printing  thus 
practiced  to  a  limited  extent  at  that  early  date ;  but  it  was  not 
till  the  eighth  century  that  it  came  into  general  use  for  the 
manufacture  of  books.  At  that  time  the  number  of  old  works 
described  in  the  oflBcial  record  of  the  imperial  library,  was 
53,915,  to  which  were  added  28,468,  that  were  characterized 
as  recent.  But  it  was  not  so  much  this  vastly  augmented  rate 
of  production  that  marked  the  epoch,  as  the  improved  char- 
acter of  its  original  literature.  This  was  eminently  the  age  of 
poetry ;  when  Letaipe,  and  Tufu,  and  a  whole  constellation  of 
lesser  lights  rose  above  the  horizon.  The  Poems  of  Tang  is 
still  recognized  as  the  text-book  of  standard  poetry. 

This  period  was  succeeded  by  another  in  the  reign  of  the 
Sung  dynasty  (960-1279),  when  the  mind  of  China  exhibited 
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iteelf  in  a  new  development.  It  became  seized  with  a  mania 
for  philosophical  speculation,  and  grappled  with  the  deepest 
questions  of  ontology.  Chowtsze,  Chengtsze,  and,  above  all, 
the  famous  Chnhe,  distinguished  themselves  by  the  penetrating 
subtlety  and  the  daring  freedom  of  their  inquiries.  Professing 
to  elucidate  the  ancient  philosophy,  they  in  reality  founded  a 
new  one — a  school  of  pantheistic  idealism,  which  has  contin- 
ued dominant  to  the  present  hour.  The  last  two  dynasties 
have  not  been  unfruitful  in  the  products  of  the  intellect ;  in- 
deed, there  seems  to  be  no  end  or  abatement  to  the  teeming 
fertility  of  the  Chinese  mind.  Less  daringly  original  than  in 
the  preceding  period,  it  has  yet,  under  each  of  these  dynasties, 
appeared  in  a  new  style — the  writers  of  the  Ming  being  dis- 
tinguished for  masculine  energy  of  expression,  and  those  of 
the  Ts'ing  for  gracefnl  elegance.  Each  period  was  introduced 
by  a  gigantic  work,  that  of  the  Mings  by  the  codification  of 
the  laws  of  the  empire,  the  Pandects  of  Yunglo  ;  and  that  of 
the  Ts'ings  by  the  compilation  of  Kanghe's  Imperial  Diction- 
ary, the  "  Webster  unabridged  "  of  the  Chinese  language.  The 
writers  of  the  Ts'ing  (the  present)  dynasty,  are  displaying  a 
little  independence  if  not  originality  in  revolting  against  the 
authority  of  Chuhe  as  an  expositor  of  their  canonical  scrip- 
tures^ — a  reaction  against  the  pantheism,  or  rather  atheism  of 
the  Sung  philosophers.  "Whether  this  tendency  is  due  in  any 
d^ree  to  the  influence  of  Mohammedans  and  Christians,  it  is 
certain  that  from  both  sources,  especially  the  latter,  the 
Chinese  have  received  powerful  impulses  in  the  way  of  Mathe- 
matics and  Astronomy. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  Chinese  have  not 
maintained  through  all  the  ages  that  character  of  cast-iron  uni- 
formity so  generally  ascribed  to  them.  Worshipers  of  an- 
tiquity, they  certainly  are,  and  strongly  conservative  in  their 
mental  tendencies ;  but  they  have  not  been  content,  as  is  too 
commonly  snpposed,  to  hand  down  from  the  earliest  times  a 
small  stock  of  crystallized  ideas  without  increase  or  modifica- 
tion. The  germs  of  their  civiUzation,  like  those  of  any  civili- 
zation worth  preserving,  are  not  precious  stones  to  be  kept  in  a 
casket,  but  seeds  to  be  cultivated  and  improved.  In  fact, 
modifications  have  taken  place  on  an  extensive  scale,  foreign 
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elements  have  from  time  to  time  been  engrafted  on  the  native 
root,  and  the  native  scholar,  as  he  follows  back  the  pathway  of 
history,  fails  to  discover  anything  like  uniformity  or  constancy, 
except  in  a  few  of  the  most  fundamental  principles.  The 
doctrine  of  filial  piety,  carried  to  the  point  of  religious  devo- 
tion, extends  like  a  golden  thread  through  all  the  ages,  as  the 
foundation  of  family  ties  and  social  order;  while  the  principle 
of  the  divine  origin  of  government,  administered  by  one  man 
as  the  representative  of  heaven,  and  modified  by  the  corres- 
ponding doctrine  that  the  will  of  heaven  is  expressed  in  the 
will  of  the  people,  is  found  alike  in  every  period,  as  the  basis 
of  their  civil  institutions. 

Though  not  so  much  given  to  change  as  their  more  mercu- 
rial antipodes,  it  is  still  true  that  the  constant  factors  of  their 
civilization  have  been  tew,  and  the  variable  ones  many.  Bold 
innovations  and  radical  revolutions  rise  to  view  all  along  in 
the  retrospect  of  their  far  reaching  past,  and  prepare  them  to 
anticipate  the  same  for  the  future.  With  such  antecedents, 
and  such  a  character  for  intellectual  activity,  it  would  be  next 
to  impossible  that  they  should  not  be  profoundly  affected  by 
their  contacts  and  collisions  with  the  civilization  of  Ohrist- 
endom. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  impression  has  been  profound,  though 
it  was  not  immediately  apparent.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
the  West  has  been  acting  on  China,  by  the  combined  influence 
of  its  arms,  its  commerce,  its  religion,  and  its  science.  Some 
of  these  influences  commenced  to  operate  at  a  much  earlier 
date,  and  their  effects  were  by  no  means  insignificant ;  but  of 
late  years,  all  of  them  have  been  combined  with  an  oxyhydro- 
gen  blow-pipe  intensity,  that  one  would  think  sufficient  to 
melt  a  mountain  of  adamant.  They  could  not,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  China  so  effectively  at 
any  earlier  period,  on  account  of  her  geographical  isolation. 

In  some  respects  a  great  advantage,  this  was  in  others  a  seri- 
ous drawback.  Almost  separated  from  the  whole  world,  as 
the  Bomans  said  of  Britain,  she  had  a  magnificent  arena  in 
which  to  grow  undisturbed,  and  develop  her  peauliar  culture. 
The  mountains  of  Thibet  rose  like  a  giant  breakwater  between 
her,  and  that  tide  wave  of  western  conquest,  which  swept  away 
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the  coeval  empires  of  Babylon  and  Persia ;  while  an  ocean 
not  yet  plowed  by  the  keels  of  civilized  commerce  marked  her 
eastern  shore,  and  a  vast  expanse  of  inhospitable  plains  stretch- 
ed away  to  the  North.  She  grew  np  of  conseqaence  without 
a  rival,  a  giant  sorronnded  by  pigmies,  a  pyramid  in  the  midst 
of  mole  hills.  The  weak  nationalities  and  wandering  tribes 
by  whom  she  was  surrounded,  rendered  her  a  willing  homage, 
more  impressed  by  the  spectacle  of  her  greatness,  than  from 
any  dread  of  her  military  power.  And  China,  on  her  part, 
was  accustomed  to  treat  them  with  condescending  patronage 
or  disdainful  contempt.  Thus,  when  she  first  became  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  great  nations  of  the  West,  she  judged  of 
them  by  the  tribes  on  her  own  frontiers;  and  when  they  ap- 
proached her  by  embassies,  she  employed  towards  them  the 
forms  and  language  she  had  been  accustomed  to  use  in  dealing 
with  her  semi-barbarous  neighbors.  She  assumed  a  tone  of  su- 
periority, pronounced  them  barbarous,  and  demanded  tribute. 

For  a  long  time  they  were  too  remote  to  cause  her  great  un- 
easiness, or  to  do  anything  that  could  materially  alter  this 
state  of  feeling.  She  saw,  it  is  true,  the  Russians  extending 
their  frontiers  from  the  Ural  to  Kamtschatka,  and  England 
pushing  her  conquests  to  the  banks  of  the  Irrawady.  But  the 
fete  of  scattered  nomads  and  decayed  nationalities  was  no 
warning  to  her.  Even  when  those  great  powers  approached 
her  in  hostile  array,  she  was  still  confident  of  her  ability  to  re- 
sist them.  Hence  the  arrogant  tone  which  she  assumed  in 
intercourse  with  them,  and  until  very  recently  continued  to 
maintain. 

It  was  this  arrogance  that  precipitated  the  Opium  war  of 
1838  ;  and  the  result  did  so  little  to  overcome  it,  that  in  1856 
a  display  of  equal  or  greater  arrogance  brought  on  another 
war.  For  more  than  three  years  the  Chinese  government  per- 
sisted in  applying  their  old  policy  to  the  Anglo  rench  inva- 
ders, still  hoping  to  terminate  the  confiict  by  their  expulsion 
rather  than  by  conceding  the  points  in  dispute.  When,  how- 
ever, their  last  army  had  been  beaten,  their  emperor  had  fied, 
and  his  palace  lay  in  ruins,  the  Chinese  awoke  to  the  reality  of 
their  situation.  They  opened  the  gates  of  their  capital,  and 
from  that  day  to  this,  no  serious  thought  of  trying  the  issue  of 
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another  such  oonflic^  has  crossed  the  mind  of  any  of  their 
statesmen. 

This  lesson  was  decisive — an  experience  of  inestimable  value ; 
without  which  all  the  attempts  of  "Western  nations  to  benefit 
the  Chinese  must  have  proved  like  attempting  to  irrigate  the 
side  of  a  mountain  bj  projecting  water  from  its  base. 

The  effect  was  immediate.  The  Chinese  were,  for  the  first 
time,  convinced  that  they  had  something  to  learn ;  and  within 
less  than  a  year  from  the  close  of  hostilities,  large  bodies  of 
Chinese  troops  might  have  been  seen  learning  foreign  tactics 
under  foreign  drill-masters,  on  the  very  battle  grounds  where 
they  had  been  defeated.  Arsenals,  well  supplied  with  ma- 
chinery from  foreign  countries,  were  put  in  operation  at  four 
important  points ;  one  of  them  employing  as  many  as  nine 
hundred  workmen  ;  and  navy  yards  were  established  at  two  of 
the  principal  sea-ports,  where  the  construction  of  steam  gun- 
boats, entirely  by  native  mechanics,  is  now  going  forward. 

But  does  not  all  this  wear  rather  an  aspect  of  hostility ! 
Does  it  not  indicate  that  the  Chinese,  worsted  in  the  late  con- 
test; are  preparing  for  another? 

The  necessity,  we  answer,  of  providing  themselves  with  more 
efficient  means  for  suppressing  their  own  rebellions,  is  sufficient 
to  account  for  it.  But,  after  all,  the  motive  is  of  little  conse- 
quence— ^the  important  fact  is,  that  the  Chinese  are  learning. 
With  them  the  day  of  bows,  and  arrows,  bamboo  spears,  and 
lumbering  war-junks  has  passed  away,  and  they  intend  hence- 
forth to  make  war  like  other  nation^  in  a  Christian  style. 
They  mean  to  be  able  to  keep  the  peace  within  their  own 
borders,  and  to  maintain  their  self-respect  in  the  face  of  the 
world. 

But  they  do  not  stop  here — ^if  they  did,  there  might  be 
ground  tor  suspicion.  But  they  are  a  pacific  people,  both 
from  disposition  and  tradition,  using  war  neither  as  a  pastime 
nor  a  business,  but  resorting  to  it  solely  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity. Ab  such  they  are  now  learning  it,  and  applying  them- 
selves at  the  same  time  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace. 

At  three  of  the  open  ports  they  have  established  schools  for 
the  study  of  the  languages  and  sciences  of  the  West ;  and,  in 
connection  with  the  arsenal  at  Shanghai,  the  Mandarins  have 
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employed  three  gentlemen  skilled  in  the  Chinese  language  to 
translate  works  on  science  and  the  useful  arts. 

Theee  institutions,  it  might  be  said,  are  established  at  im- 
portant outposts,  under  the  auspices  of  provincial  viceroys,  but 
they  are  hardly  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the 
central  government  is  adopting  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
policy.  But  has  not  the  Imperial  government  at  length 
afforded  this  evidence,  by  the  university  which  it  has  estab- 
lished in  the  capital  for  the  introduction  of  Western  science  ; 
uid  the  embassy  it  has  sent  forth  to  cultivate  friendly  relations 
with  the  nations  of  the  West  ? 

The  embassy,  and  especially  the  treaties  it  is  now  negotia- 
ting, are  sufficient  evidence  of  liberality  in  the  policy  of  the 
government ;  but  the  University  in  which  graduates  in  the 
schools  of  Confucius  are  invited  to  become  pupils,  is  the  most 
undeniable  proof  of  a  great  intellectual  movement.  It  was 
established  at  the  instance  of  Prince  Kung,  uncle  to  the  Em- 
peror, and  the  most  influential  man  in  the  empire. 

Two  memorials  of  the  Prince,  one  containing  the  proposal, 
and  the  other  explaining  and  vindicating  it,  were  laid  before 
His  Majesty  and  published  in  the  official  Gazette,  after  rcceiv- 
iag  the  Imperial  sanction,  constituting  them  a  charter  for  the 
new  institution.  The  second  of  these  papers  we  translate  from 
the  pages  of  the  Gazette,  and  here  insert,  as  affording  a  pho- 
tograph of  the  attitude  of  the  Chinese  mind  in  relation  to  these 
subjects.  Four  of  the  ministers  who  joined  the  Prince  in  pre- 
senting it,  are  heads  of  departments  in  the  government. 

Memorial  of  Prince  Ktmg  on  the  establishment  of  a  College 
for  the  OuUivation  of  Western  Science : 

Tour  Majesty's  servant  and  other  ministers  of  the  Council 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  their  knees  present  this  memorial  in 
regard  to  regulations  for  teaching  Astronomy  and  Mathemat- 
ics, and  the  selection  of  students. 

Tliese  sciences  being  indispensable  to  the  understanding  of 
machinery,  and  the  manufacture  of  firearms,  we  have  resolved 
on  erecting  for  this  purpose  a  special  department  in  the  Tung- 
wen  College,  to  which  scholars  of  a  high  grade  may  be  admit- 
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ted,  and  in  •which  men  from  the  West  shall  be  invited  to  give 
instruction. 

The  scheme  having  met  with  your  Majesty's  gracious  ap- 
proval, we  beg  to  state  that  it  did  not  originate  in  a  fondness 
for  novelties  or  in  admiration  for  the  abstract  subtleties  of 
Western  science ;  but  solely  from  the  consideration  that  the 
mechanical  arts  of  the  West  all  have  their  source  in  the  science 
of  Mathematics.  Now,  if  the  Chinese  government  desires  to 
introduce  the  building  of  steamers,  and  construction  of  ma- 
chinery, and  yet  declines  to  borrow  instruction  from  the  men 
of  the  West,  there  is  danger  lest  following  our  own  ideas,  we 
should  squander  funds  to  no  purpose. 

We  have  weighed  the  matter  maturely  before  laying  it  be- 
fore the  Throne.  But  among  persons  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  subject,  there  are  some  who  will  regard  this  matter 
as  unimportant ;  some  who  will  censure  us  as  wrong  in  aban- 
doning the  methods  of  China  for  those  of  the  West ;  and  some 
who  will  even  denounce  the  proposal  that  Chinese  should  sub- 
mit to  be  instructed  by  the  people  of  the  West,  as  shameful 
in  the  extreme.  Those  who  urge  such  objections  are  ignorant 
of  the  demands  of  the  times. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  high  time  that  some  plan  should  be 
devised  for  infusing  new  elements  of  strength  into  the  govern- 
ment of  China.  Those  who  understand  the  times,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  only  way  for  effecting  this,  is  to  introduce  the 
learning  and  mechanical  arts  of  Western  nations.  Provincial 
governors,  such  as  TaoUungtang  and  Lehuiigchofng^  are  firm 
in  this  conviction,  and  constantly  presenting  it  in  their 
addresses  to  the  Throne.  The  last  mentioned  ofScer  last  year 
opened  an  arsenal  for  the  manufacture  of  arms,  and  invited 
men  and  officers  from  the  metropolitan  garrison  to  go  there  for 
instruction  ;  while  the  others  established  in  Fuchau  a  school 
for  the  study  of  foreign  languages  and  arts,  with  a  view  to  the 
instruction  of  young  men  in  ship-building  and  the  manufacture 
of  engines.  The  urgency  of  such  studies  is  therefore  an  opin- 
ion, which  is  not  confined  to  us,  your  servants. 

Should  it  be  said  that  the  purchase  of  firearms  and  steam- 
ers has  been  tried,  and  found  to  be  both  cheap  and  convenient, 
so  that  we  may  spare  ourselves  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
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home  prodnotion,  we  reply,  that  it  is  not  merely  the  manu- 
fJEtctore  of  armB,  and  the  constmction  of  ships,  that  China 
needs  to  learn.  But  in  respect  to  these  two  objects,  which  is 
the  wiser  course  in  view  of  the  future,  to  content  ourselves 
with  purchase,  and  leave  the  source  of  supply  in  the  hands  of 
others,  or  to^  render  ourselves  independent  by  making  our- 
selves masters  of  their  arts,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  inquire. 

As  to  the  imputation  of  abandoning  the  methods  of  Ohina, 
is  it  not  altogether  a  fictitious  charge  t  For,  on  inquiry,  it 
will  be  found  that  western  science  had  its  root  in  the  astrono- 
my of  China,  which  western  scholars  confess  themselves  to 
have  derived  from  eastern  lands.  They  have  minds  adapted  to 
reasoning  and  abstruse  study,  so  that  they  were  able  to  deduce 
from  it  new  arts  which  shed  a  lustre  on  those  nations,  but,  in 
reality,  the  original  belonged  to  China,  and  Europeans  learned 
them  from  us.  If,  therefore,  we  apply  ourselves  to  those 
studies,  our  friture  progress  will  be  built  on  our  own  founda- 
tion. Having  the  root  in  our  possession,  we  shall  not  need  to 
look  to  others  for  assistance,  an  advantage  which  it  is  impossi- 
dble  to  overestimate. 

As  to  the  value  to  be  set  on  the  science  of  the  West,  your 
illustrious  ancestor,  Ka/nghe^  gave  it  his  hearty  approbation, 
promoting  its  teachers  to  ofSces  of  conspicuous  dignity,  and 
employing  them  to  prepare  the  imperial  calendar ;  thus  setting 
an  example  of  liberality  equaled  only  by  the  vastnees  of  his 
all-comprehending  wisdom.  Our  dynasty  ought  not  to  forget 
its  own  precedent,  especially  iu  relation  to  a  matter  which 
occupied  the  first  place  among  the  studies  of  the  ancients. 

In  olden  times,  yeomen  and  common  soldiers  were  all 
acquainted  with  Astronomy ;  but  in  later  ages  an  interdict 
was  put  upon  it,  and  those  who  cultivated  this  branch  of  sci- 
eoce  became  few.  In  the  reign  ot  Ka/nghe^  the  prohibition 
was  removed  and  astronomical  science  once  more  began  to 
flourish*  Mathematics  were  studied  together  with  the  classics, 
the  evidence  of  which  we  find  in  the  published  works  of  several 
schools.  A  proverb  says,  '^  a  thing  unknown  is  a  scholar's 
shame.''  ]Mow,  when  a  man  of  letters,  on  stepping  from  his 
door,  raises  his  eyes  to  the  stars,  and  is  unable  to  tell  what 
they  are,  is  not  this  enough  to  make  him  blush  ?    Even  if  no 
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schools  were  established,  the  educated  ought  to  apply  them- 
selves to  such  studies,  how  much  more  so  when  a  goal  is  pro- 
posed for  them  to  aim  at ! 

As  to  the  allegation  that  it  is  a  shame  to  learn  from  the 
people  of  the  West,  this  is  the  absurdest  charge  of  all.  For, 
under  the  whole  heaven,  the  deepest  disgrace  is  that  of  being 
content  to  lag  in  the  rear  of  others.  For  some  tens  of  years 
the  nations  of  the  West  have  applied  themselves  to  the  study 
of  steam  navigation,  each  imitating  the  others,  and  daily  pro- 
ducing some  new  improvement.  Kecently,  too,  the  govern- 
ment of  Japan  has  sent  men  to'  England  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  the  language  and  science  of  Great  Britain.  This  was 
with  a  view  to  the  building  of  steamers,  and  it  will  not  be 
many  years  before  they  succeed. 

Of  the  jealous  rivalry  among  the  nations  of  the  Western 
Ocean,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak ;  but  when  so  small  a  country 
as  Japan  is  putting  forth  all  its  energies,  if  China  alone  con- 
tinnes  to  tread  indolently  in  the  beaten  track,  without  a  single 
effort  in  the  way  of  improvement,  what  can  be  more  disgrace- 
ful than  this  ?  Now,  not  merely  not  to  be  ashamed  of  our  in- 
feriority, but  when  a  measure  is  proposed  by  which  we  may 
equal  or  even  surpass  our  neighbors,  to  object  the  shame  of 
learning  from  them,  and  forever  refusing  to  learn,  to  be  content 
with  our  inferiority — is  not  such  meanness  of  spirit  itself  an 
indelible  reproach  ? 

If  it  be  said  that  machinery  belongs  to  artisans,  and  that 
scholars  should  not  condescend  to  such  employments,  in 
answer  to  this,  we  have  a  word  to  say.  Why  is  it  that  the 
book  in  the  ChomLe^  on  the  structure  of  chariots,  has  for  some 
thousands  of  years  been  a  recognized  text-book  in  all  the 
schools?  Is  it  not  because,  while  mechanics  do  the  work, 
scholars  ought  to  understand  the  principles  ?  When  principles 
are  understood,  their  application  will  be  extended.  The  object 
which  we  propose  for  study  to  day,  is  the  principles  of  things. 
To  invite  educated  men  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  knowl- 
edge, by  investigating  the  laws  of  nature,  is  a  very  different 
thing  from  compelling  them  to  take  hold  of  the  tools  of  the 
working  man.  What  other  point  of  doubt  is  left  tor  us  to 
clear  up  ? 
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In  conclnsion  we  wonld  say,  that  the  object  of  study  is 
utility,  and  its  value  most  be  judged  by  its  adaptation  to  the 
wants  of  the  times.  Outsiders  may  vent  their  doubts  and 
criticisms,  but  the  measure  is  one  that  calls  tor  decisive  action. 
Tour  servants  have  considered  it  maturely.  As  the  enterprise 
is  a  new  one,  its  principles  ought  to  bo  carefully  examined. 
To  stimulate  candidates  to  enter  in  earnest  on  the  proposed 
curriculum,  they  ought  to  have  a  liberal  allowance  from  the 
public  treasury  to  defray  their  current  expenses,  and  have  the 
door  of  promotion  set  wide  open  before  them.  We  have 
accordingly  agreed  on  six  regulations,  which  we  herewith  sub- 
mit to  the  eye  of  your  Majesty,  and  wait  reverently  for  the 
Imperial  sanction. 

"We  are  of  opinion  that  the  members  of  the  Hanlin  Insti- 
tute, being  men  of  superior  attainments,  while  their  duties  are 
not  onerous,  if  they  were  appointed  to  study  astronomy  and 
mathematics,  they  would  find  those  sciences  an  easy  acquisi- 
tion. With  regard  to  scholars  of  the  second  and  third  grades, 
as  also  mandarins  of  the  lower  ranks,  we  request  your  Majesty 
to  open  the  portals,  and  admit  them  to  be  examined  as  candi- 
dates, that  we  may  have  a  larger  number  from  whom  to  select 
men  of  ability  for  the  public  service. 

Laying  this  memorial  before  the  throne,  we  beseech  the 
Empresses  regent  and  the  Emperor  to  cast  on  it  their  sacred 
glance,  and  to  give  us  their  instructions. 

The  Imperial  placet  is  added  with  the  "  vermilion  pencil."  It 
says,  "  Let  the  measures  proposed  in  the  memorial  be  adopted. 
Bespect  this." 

This  remarkable  document  shows  us  the  humiliation  felt  by 
the  Chinese  mind,  to  find  itself,  on  awaking,  in  the  rear  of  the 
age ;  and  exhibits  in  an  amusing  light  the  sophistical  artifices 
resorted  to  by  the  friends  of  progress,  to  avert  the  odium 
which  their  proposed  movement  was  certain  to  excite.  It 
shows  us  the  two  parties  in  conflict,  and  acquaints  us  with  the 
positions  occupied  by  each.  The  conservatives  take  their 
stand  within  the  old  intrenchments  of  pride  and  prejudice. 
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while  their  assailants  are  attemptiDg  to  dislodge  them  by  the 
force  of  argnments  drawn  from  necessity. 

The  latter  is  the  party  in  power ;  and  this  paper,  designed 
at  once  to  vindicate  the  action  of  the  general  government^  and 
to  refute  the  narrow  views  of  those  who  would  adhere  to  the 
policy  of  its  predecessors,  goes  forth  to  the  people  of  the 
empire,  under  the  seal  of  their  sovereign,  and  endorsed  by 
governors  and  viceroys. 

The  minds  that  are  thus  enlightened  are  few ;  but  they  are 
the  most  eminent  in  the  State ;  and  when  we  see  the  rays  of 
morning  glancing  on  the  highest  peaks  of  a  mountain  range, 
we  may  be  sure  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  light  readies 
those  of  lesser  elevation,  or  penetrates  to  the  valleys  that  lie 
between  them.  Under  a  government  constituted  like  that  of 
China,  an  immense  advantage  lies  on  the  side  of  those  in 
power.  Whatever  cause  they  advocate  is  sure  to  be  respected 
by  the  people ;  and  in  this  case,  convinced  that  ignorance  is 
the  bane  of  their  people,  they  are  in  earnest  in  endeavoring  to 
apply  the  remedy. 

Nor  are  these  enlightened  views  confined  to  the  heads  of  the 
government.  A  growing  avidity  for  books  of  science  is  per- 
ceptible among  the  literary  classes ;  some  of  whom  contribute 
liberally  for  the  publication  of  scientific  works,  and  feel  repaid 
by  the  honor  of  having  their  names  associated  with  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning. 

To  meet  this  growing  taste  for  real  knowledge,  the  viceroy 
of  Eiangnan  is  now  bringing  out  a  series  of  works  on  scientific 
subjects,  mostly  by  European  authors,  employing  at  a  high 
salary,  in  the  capacity  of  editor,  a  learned  native,  who  was  in- 
structed by  English  missionaries.  One  of  the  works  last  pub- 
lished is  Eicci's  translation  of  Euclid,  enlarged  by  A.  Wylio, 
Esi].,  late  of  the  London  mission.  It  contains  a  preface  by  the 
last  named  gentleman,  in  which  he  replies  to  the  common 
charge  that  missionaries  take  advantage  of  mathematics  to 
propagate  Christianity,  by  admitting  the  fact,  and  setting  forth 
the  transcendent  value  of  religious  truth.  This  preface  is  re- 
printed entire  without  the  alteration  of  a  word ;  nor  does  the 
viceroy,  in  the  introduction  from  his  own  pen,  bring  forward 
anything  to  counteract  its  influence. 
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The  views  of  the  more  advanced  members  of  this  scholarly 
class,  are  well  set  forth  in  an  essay  lately  published  in  a 
Chinese  newspaper  by  Changlnseng,  a  gentleman  of  wealth 
and  titular  rank,  who  has  lately  published  two  small  volumes, 
one  on*engineering  and  the  other  on  chemistry. 

As  a  testimony  to  the  scientific  labors  of  missionaries,  as  well 
as  an  index  of  intellectual  progress,  it  is  of  sufficient  value  to 
justify  ns  in  translating  a  few  paragraphs.  He  is  discussing  a 
question  much  mooted  among  the  Chinese,  that  of  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantaj2;es  of  foreign  intercourse. 

"  Commencing,^^  he  says,  "  with  the  last  years  of  the  Ming 
dynasty,  we  opened  the  seaports  of  Kwangtung  to  foreign 
trade,  doing  a  profitable  business  in  tea  and  silks,  receiving  in 
return  fabrics  of  woolen  and  cotten  suited  to  our  wants ;  as 
well  as  clocks,  matches,  micrors,  and  other  articles  of  luxury. 
But  opium  came  in  at  the  same  time,  and  its  poisonous  streams 
have  penetrated  to  the  core  of  the  flowery  land.  The  blame 
of  this  partly  rests  on  us,  but  when  we  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil,  it  is  impossible  to  exculpate  the  English  from  the  guilt  of 
originating  the  traffic." 

'*  Foreigners,  with  their  ships  and  steamers,  have,  more- 
ever,  monopolized  the  carrying  trade  of  the  seacoast  and  the 
great  rivers ;  throwing  thousands  of  seafaring  natives  out  of 
employ,  and  causing  great  distress." 

To*  the  advantage  derived  from  the  purchase  of  foreign 
arms,  from  their  assistance  in  suppressing  the  late  rebellion, 
and,  above  all<  from  the  protection  which  thej'  extended  over 
the  open  ports,  he  does  ample  justice.  Yet  in  striking  a 
balance  sheet,  he  still  concludes  that  the  '^advantages  de- 
rived from  foreign  commerce  are  not  sufficient  to  make  amends 
for  the  evils  to  which  it  has  given  rise.  But  the  benefits 
which  we  derive  from  the  teachings  of  missionaries  are  more 
than  we  can  enumerate." 

He  then  recapitulates  the  publications  of  missionaries  on 
scientific  subjects,  commencing  with  those  of  the  Jesuit  fathers 
of  two  centuries  ago,  and  coming  down  to  those  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  the  present  day ;  and  closes  the  catalogue  with  the 
remark,  "all  these  are  the  works  of  missionaries — they  are 
well  adapted  to  augment  the  knowledge,  and  quicken  the  in- 
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tellect  of  China.    Their  influence  on  our  future  will  be  un- 
bounded." 

But  he  does  not  stop  with  the  scientific  teachings  of  mis- 
sionaries. "China,"  he  says,  "is  much  given  to  idolatry, 
which  is  to  us  a  source  of  wasteful  and  foolish  pActices. 
Now,  Christianity  teaches  men  to  renounce  the  worship  of 
idols,  in  conformity  with  the  maxim  of  Confucius,  *  that  he 
who  sins  against  Heaven  will  pray  in  vain  to  any  other.' 
Should  we  attend  to  these  instructions,  our  women  would 
cease  to  frequent  the  temples,  and  we  should  waste  no  more 
money  on  idolatrous  processions.  Monasteries  would  be  con- 
verted into  private  residences,  and  their  yellow-capped  occu- 
pants would  not  be  seen  fleecing  the  people  by  their  de- 
ception. Their  sorceries  and  charms  would  be  laughed  at, 
and  this  would  indeed  be  a  great  gain." 

The  author  of  these  paragraphs  has  very  little  sympathy 
with  the  spiritual  elements  of  our  holy  faith,  but  like  many  of 
his  countrymen  he  views  it  with  favor,  as  a  powerful  agency, 
ci5perating  with  the  diffusion  of  science,  to  emancipate  his 
country  from  the  bondage  of  superstition. 

Such  views  as  these,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  have  not 
yet  become  the  staple  of  public  opinion.  The  opposition  out- 
numbers the  administration,  and  pamphlets  against  Chris- 
tianity and  science  are  more  numerous  than  those  in  their 
favor.  Still  enough,  we  think,  has  been  said  to  show  that  the 
tide  is  turning.  Chinese  statesmen,  of  both  schools,  recognize 
the  incipient  change.  Some  exert  all  their  influence  to  check 
its  progress ;  while  others,  who  describe  their  illiberal  oppo- 
nents as  tso  tsing  ktoan  tien,  ^  looking  at  the  sky  from  the 
bottom  of  a  well,'  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  help  it 
forward. 

There  is  a  word  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  state  papers 
of  the  day,  which  must  prove  a  talisman  of  might  to  the  pro- 
gressive party.  This  is  chunghyng^  a  term  allied  in  signification 
to  that  which  we  have  placed  at  the  head  of  this  Article.  It 
relates  specifically  to  dynastic  renovations,  such  as  that  which 
occurred  in  the  dynasty  of  Han,  when  that  illustrious  house, 
reviving  after  a  period  of  Secay,  entered  afresh  on  a  career  of 
glory.    In  the  present  case,  the  Manchu  family,  which  has 
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given  to  the  empire  some  of  its  most  distinguished  sovereigns, 
was  reduced  to  the  verge  of  extinction  by  the  combined  influ- 
ence of  foreign  wars  and  domestic  rebellion.  The  late  Emper- 
or, H^enfang,  having  fled  to  Tartary,  and  died  of  chagrin  and 
despair,  the  victorious  Allies  strove  with  laudable  moderation 
to  heal  the  wounds,  so  nearly  fatal,  which  they  bad  them- 
selves inflicted ;  and  when  his  infant  son,  Tungche,  succeeded 
to  the  throne,  they  afforded  him  both  moral  support  and  mili- 
tary aid. 

With  peace  abroad,  and  no  longer  any  powerful  enemy  at 
home,  the  statesmen  of  China  believe  (and  they  have  good 
grounds  for  the  opinion)  that  their  young  Emperor  comes  to 
power  at  a  most  auspicious  epoch.  Favored  with  the  friend- 
ship of  powerful  nations,  and  with  sources  of  power  unknown 
to  antiquity  placed  within  his  reach,  it  is  possible,  as  they 
think,  and  even  probable,  that  his  reign,  by  the  splendor  of  its 
intellectual  progress,  may  eclipse  the  military  glory  of  his 
most  illustrious  ancestors.  They  desire  to  make  the  present 
reign  the  commencement  of  a  new  career,  and  are  constantly 
exhorting  one  another  to  cooperate  in  the  work  of  renovation. 
This  is  what  they  mean  by  chunghing^  and  when  they  seek  to 
effect  it  by  the  intellectual  regeneration  of  their  people,  it  ac- 
quires the  full  dignity  of  a  national  renaissance. 

But  is  it  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  such  a  renais- 
sance should  be  achieved  without  the  whole  empire  first  passing 
through  a  period  of  disintegration  ?  Is  it  possible  that  this 
ancient  people,  hoary  with  years,  and  bowed  beneath  a  load  of 
traditions,  should  descend  into  the  fountain  of  youth  and 
emerge  with  all  the  freshness  of  manhood's  prime,  without  un- 
dergoing the  painful  process  of  dismemberment  and  recon- 
struction ?  Or  must  they  be  cut  in  piecemeal,  and  thrown 
into  the  seething  caldron  before  they  can  come  forth  a  reno- 
vated people? 

This  is  the  great  problem  of  the  day,  the  question  of  "  to  be 
or  not  to  be  "  in  the  politics  of  China.  But  however  it  may 
be  solved,  as  it  relates  to  the  government,  the  Chinese  people 
must  and  will  be  renovated.  Foreign  diplomatists  and  states- 
men feel  that  a  mighty  change  must  pass  over  the  people, 
sweeping  away  their  old  superstitions,  unchaining  them  from 
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the  oars  of  custom,  and  setting  their  minds  free  to  labor  in 
productive  fields,  before  they  can  be  qualified  to  develop  the 
resources  of  their  magnificient  patrimony.  The  most  intelli- 
gent of  them  believe  that  such  a  change,  though  gradual  in  its 
approach,  is  certain  to  take  place.  Such  men  as  H.  B.  M.  Min- 
ister in  Peking,  whose  experience  in  China  dates  back  a 
quarter  of  a  century, — such  men  as  the  chief  of  the  Chinese 
Embassy,  whose  experience  extends  over  seven  years ;  and  such 
men  as  the  Inspector  General  of  Imperial  Customs,  who  has 
resided  in  China  twice  that  length  of  time, — all  have  faith  in  the 
future  of  China,  and  favor  well  devised  schemes  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Chinese  people. 

We  have  adverted  to  the  encouragement  which  the  advocates 
of  progress  among  the  Chinese  derive  from  a  prevailing  im- 
pression that  the  present  is  a  time  favorable  for  chunghing  or 
renovation.  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  a  powerful  support 
in  a  saying  of  their  sage,  expressed  in  the  first  sentence  of  the 
Tahio  or  great  study,  that  "  it  is  the  prime  duty  of  the  sover- 
eign to  seek  the  renovation  of  his  people." 

To  the  renovation  of  the  Chinese  people,  the  most  formida- 
ble obstacle  is  the  use  of  opium,  a  vice  of  recent  growth,  for 
the  prevalence  of  which  they  have  to  thank  the  unscrupulous 
cupidity  of  Christian  nations.  It  undermines  the  physical 
system,  impairs  the  mental  faculties,  and  smites  the  moral 
nature  with  a  kind  of  paralysis.  It  impoverishes  the  individ- 
ual and  the  public,  and  hangn.  as  a  dead  weight  on  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State.  A  little  cloud  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  century,  it  has  expanded  with  alarming  rapidity, 
until  it  casts  heavy  shadows  over  the  prospect  of  the  future, 
and  on  the  hearts  of  the  weil  wishers  of  China.  It  threatens 
to  sap  the  vigor  of  the  Chinese  race,  a  race  that  has  seen  the 
Egyptians  and  Assyrians  laid  in  theii'  graves,  and  continued 
till  our  own  day  with  unimpaired  vitality,  sending  forth  fresh 
swarms  fr^m  the  old  hive,  to  colonize  the  steppes  of  Tartary, 
and  the  Islands  of  the  Sea,  and  to  compete  with  European 
emigration  on  our  own  Pacific  coast. 

But  happily  an  antidote  is  in  the  field.  The  Chinese  have 
not  attempted  like  the  Japanese  to  weave  their  code  of  inter- 
national intercourse  into  a  net-work  which  shall  admit  civili- 
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zation  and  exclade  ChriBtianity.  On  the  contrary,  the  govern- 
ment has  pledged  itself  in  all  their  recent  treaties  to  protect 
the  propagators  and  professors  of  the  Christian  religiou. 
Already  is  Christianity  in  some  localities  getting  a  hold  on  the 
popular  mind ;  and  though  it  encounters  violent  opposition, 
culminating  now  and  then  in  a  furious  outbreak,  the  imperial 
power  may  at  any  time  be  invoked  for  its  defense  by  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  '*  Treaty  power/'  It  is  working  its  way  up 
through  the  lower  strata  of  society,  preparing  its  triumph  from 
afar,  proving  itself  a  moral  antiseptic  to  counteract  the  growth 
of  corruption ;  or  rather  a  new  principle  of  life,  which  will 
not  merely  conserve  but  renovate  the  Chinese  race.  To  this 
grand  result,  the  intellectual  movement,  which  it  is  the  special 
object  of  this  Article  to  indicate,  will  prove  itself  a  powerful 
auxiliary,  like  the  revival  of  letters  in  modern  Europe,  pre- 
paring the  way  for  a  work  of  spiritual  reform. 

Can  this  renovation,  we  again  ask,  be  effected  under  the 
sceptre  of  the  reigning  house?  Without  venturing  a  cate- 
gorical answer,  we  only  say  that  many  propitious  circumstan- 
ces appear  to  concur  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

The  present  is  a  minority  reign ;  and  the  influential  men 
who  surround  the  throne,  are  leaders  in  this  movement  to 
"  infuse  new  elements  of  strength  into  the  government  of 
China."  The  Emperor,  a  lad  of  thirteen  years,  may  imbibe 
their  spirit,  and  shape  his  policy  on  theirs  ;  and  in  a  few  years, 
when  he  takes  the  reins  of  power  into  his  own  hands,  he  will 
receive  in  person,  as  by  treaty  bound,  the  embassadors  of  for- 
eign powers.  He  will  thus  have  an  opportunity  for  acquiring 
new  ideas,  such  as  his  fathers  never  enjoyed. 

The  government,  though  rudely  shaken  and  much  exhaust- 
ed, gives  unmistakable  signs  of  convalescence.  With  its 
growing  superiority  in  discipline  and  arms,  it  can  smile  at  the 
menaces  of  border  tribes,  and  hold  in  check  the  seeds  of 
domestic  revolution.  China's  greatest  danger  is  from  the 
great  Powers  of  the  West. 

Russia  covets  her  sunny  plains  and  fine  harbors,  and 
France  would  not  be  averse  to  accepting  China  as  an  offset  to 
British  India.  But  England  is  too  jealous  of  her  great  rivals 
to  consent  to  any  encroachment  of  this  nature  by  either 
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them.  The  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  power,  formerly  limited 
in  its  application  to  the  map  of  Europe,  is  now  transferred  to 
Eastern  Asia ;  and  it  is  under  the  shield  of  this  principle 
alone,  that  either  China  or  Japan  can  hope  to  maintain  her 
independence. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  powers  that  hold  each  other  in 
check  from  no  better  motives  than  mntnal  jealousy,  might  at 
any  moment  reconcile  their  differences  by  agreeing  to  a 
Polandlike  partition.  And  here  the  friendship  of  the  United 
States  becomes  of  unspeakable  value,  for  incapacitated  alike  by 
situation  and  policy  from  making  encroachments  on  the  terri- 
tories of  China,  we  are  directly  interested  in  preserving  the 
integrity  of  the  Chinese  empire.  Indeed,  so  vital  is  it  that  we 
should  have  for  our  trans-pacific  neighbor  a  great  and  inde- 
pendent nation,  that  we  certainly  should  not  fail  to  give  them 
the  benefit  of  our  moral  support.  We  might,  indeed,  carry  it 
as  far  as  we  did  on  behalf  of  Mexico ;  or,  in  case  of  necessity, 
push  it  to  the  extent  of  giving  material  aid. 

In  any  case  it  is  not  much  that  China  would  have  to  ask  of 
us — ^her  own  forces,  vriith  American  oflBcers  to  lead  them,  and  a 
few  American  companies  to  set  them  an  example,  being 
amply  sufSicient  to  repel  any  European  invasion. 

It  is  a  grand  position  for  the  United  States  thus  to  be  a  key- 
stone among  the  great  nations  of  the  earth ;  which,  instead  of 
crushing  China,  combine  to  extend  over  her  the  arch  of  their 
power,  and  to  protect  her  in  the  career  of  improvement,  on 
which  she  has  so  happily  entered. 
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Abticlb  IV.— the  AMERICAN  COLLEGES  AND  THE 
AMERICAN  PUBLIC.  * 

The  Subetance  qftioo  Reports  cf  the  FacvUy  of  Amherst  Cd- 
lege  to  the  Board  of  Trustees^  with  the  doings  of  the  Board 
thereon.    AmherBt:  Carter  <&  Adams.    1827. 

Reports  on  the  InsUnicUon  in  Yale  College;  hy  a  Commdttee 
of  the  Corporation  amd  the  FaeuUy.  NewHaven :  H.  Howe. 
1828. 

Report  of  tiie  CommiMee  on  Organization^  presented  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Cornell  Vnvoersity^  Oct.  21,  1866.  Albany: 
1867. 

The  Cornell  University.  Second  Oeneral  Announcement. 
Second  Edition,  with  additions.     Albany :  1868. 

Letter  of  President  White  in  the  New  York  Tribune ; 
March  16, 1868. 

Classical  and  Scientific  Studies^  amd  the  Great  Schools  of 
England^  etc.,  etc.  By  W.  P.  Atkinson.  Cambridge: 
1865. 

Remarks  on  Classical  and  Utilitarian  Studies^  etc.y  etc.  By 
Jacob  Bigblow,  M.  D.,  etc.    Boston :  1867. 

Classical  Studies,  etc.,  etc.  By  Fbancis  Bowen.  Cambridge : 
1867. 

Inaugural  Address  ddvoered  to  the  University  of  St.  An- 
drewSy  Feb.  1, 1867.  By  John  Stuart  Mill,  etc.  London: 
1867. 

Speech  of  Robert  Lou>e,  M.  P.,  at  Edinburgh,  Nov.  2, 1867. 

Essays  on  a  Liberal  Education.  Edited  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Fab- 
RAB,  etc,  etc.    Second  Edition.    London :  1868. 

A  JLecture  delivered  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Feb.  8, 1867. 
By  Rev.  J.  W.  Fabrab.    London :  1867. 
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Suggestions  on  Academical  Organization^  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  Oxford.  By  Mabk  Pattison,  etc.  Edinburgh; 
1868. 

^na/ugural  Address  of  James  McGosh^  D.  2?.,  LL.  /?.,  as 
President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey^  Princeton^  Oct.  27, 
1868.    New  York :  Robert  Carter  &  Brothers.  1868. 

The  American  Colleges  have  of  late  been  somewhat  formally 
challenged  by  what  is  called  the  American  PvhUc^  to  appear 
before  its  tribunal,  and  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  and 
defense  of  their  system  of  discipline  and  study,  on  penalty  of 
being  either  nonsuited  or  condemned.  The  challenge  has  been 
repeated  too  often,  and  from  too  many  quarters,  to  be  wholly 
neglected,  however  confident  the  friends  and  defenders  of  the 
college  system  may  be  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause. 

It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  present  is  not  the 
only  time  when  this  system  has  been  seriously  called  in  question, 
or  when  important  changes  have  been  proposed  in  order  to 
bring  it  into  nearer  conformity  with  the  so-called  spirit  of  the 
times,  the  alleged  wants  of  educated  men  themselves,  and  the 
demands  of  what  is  termed  public  opinion. 

In  August,  1826,  a  detailed  report  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Amherst  College  proposing  very  import- 
ant modifications  of  its  course  of  study.  This  provided,  among 
other  features,  for  the  addition  to  the  *^  present  classical  and 
scientific  four  years'  course"  of  "a  new  course,  equally 
thorough  and  elevated  with  this,  but  distinguished  from  it  by 
a  more  modern  and  national  aspect,  and  by  a  better  adaptation 
to  the  taste  and  future  pursuits  of  a  large  class  of  young  men, 
who  aspire  to  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education."  It  also 
provided  for  "  a  department  devoted  to  the  science  and  art  of 
teaching;  but  more  especially,  at  first,  to  the  education  of 
schoolmasters,"  and  also  for  "  a  department  of  theoretical  and 
practical  meehanics."  The  new  department  which  was  to  be 
equally  thorough  and  elevated  with  the  old  was  to  be  distin- 
pjuished  by  the  following  features,  viz.,  the  greater  prominence 
given  to  English  literature ;  the  substitution  of  French  and 
Spanish,  and  eventually  of  German  and  Italian,  for  Greek  and 
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Latin ;  the  study  of  Practical  Mechanics ;  greater  atten- 
tion to  Chemistry,  Natural  History,  to  '*  Modern  History, 
especially  the  History  of  the  Puritans,"  to  "  Civil  and  Political 
law,  embracing  the  careful  study  of  American  Constitutions." 
To  these  might  be  added  "  Drawing  and  Civil  Engineering." 
Ancient  History,  Geography,  Grammar,  Rhetoric  and  Ora- 
tory, Mathematics,  Natural,  Intellectual,  and  Moral  Philoso- 
phy, Anatomy,  Political  Economy,  and  Theology,  were  re- 
tained in  both  courses.  In  conformity  with  this  plan,  the 
studies  for  this  parallel  course  were  assigned  to  the  several 
terms  of  the  four  years'  course,  text-books  were  selected, 
and  it  was  confidently  expected  that  many  who  aspired  to  the 
degree  of  B.  A.  would  prefer  the  studies  which  were  so  much 
better  suited  to  modem  ideas.  The  reasons  for  substituting 
the  modem  languages  for  the  ancient,  and  for  giving  a  wider 
range  in  other  respects  to  the  studies  pursued,  were  urged  with 
great  earnestness  by  the  authors  of  the  plan,  and  they  are  very 
nearly  like  those  which  we  find  in  the  many  publications 
which  have  been  issued  within  the  last  few  years  advocating  a 
reform  of  the  college  system.  The  views  expressed  in  the  Re- 
port presented  to  the  Tmstees  of  Amherst  College  in  1826, 
and  those  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Organization 
presented  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Cornell  TTniversity  in  ]  866, 
are  strikingly  alike.  Both  assert,  in  the  strongest  language, 
that  dissatisfaction  prevails  extensively  with  the  college  system 
as  then  and  now  conducted.  Both  insist,  with  assured  posi- 
tiveness,  that  more  valuable  results  can  be  attained  by  provid- 
ing parallel  and  special  courses  of  study.  The  principal  differences 
are,  that  the  Cornell  report  in  its  second  general  course  substi- 
tutes German  for  Greek,  and  in  its  third,  French  and  Ger- 
man for  Latin  and  Greek,  and  that  it  also  provides  most 
liberally,  and  in  a  very  sanguine  and  hopeful  spirit,  for 
optional  and  special  courses,  and  for  a  large  corps  of  special 
and  non  resident  lecturers.  Tlie  scheme  proposed  at  Amherst 
never  went  any  further  than  to  be  printed  in  one  or  two  annual 
catalogues,  with  the  names  of  a  few  special  students.  No  per- 
son, so  far  as  we  are  informed,  ever  received  the  Bachelor's 
degree  on  the  modem  course  of  study. 
In  1827  Hon.  Noyes  Darling,  a  member  of  the  Corporation 
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of  Yale  College,  introdnced  a  resolution  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the 
regular  course  of  instruction  in  this  collie,  as  to  leave  out  of 
said  course  the  study  of  the  dead  languages^  substituting  other 
studies  therefor,  and  either  requiring  a  competent  knowledge 
of  said  languages,  as  a  condition  of  admittance  into  the  college, 
or  providing  instruction  in  the  same  for  such  as  shall  choose  to 
study  them  after  admittance,  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
requested  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  corpor- 
ation." In  1828  the  committee  made  their  report,  and  in- 
cluded **  in  it  two  elaborate  papers  written  by  President  Day 
and  Professor  Kingsley,"  one  containing  a  summary  view  of 
the  plan  of  education  in  the  college ;  the  otlier  ''an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  insisting  on  the  study  of  the  ancient  lan- 
guages." 

We  need  not  refer  to  the  changes  proposed  by  President 
Wayland,  in  Brown  Uiiiversity,  and  to  the  reasons  by  which 
he  enforced  their  adoption.  The  scheme  which  he  so  carefully 
elaborated  and  set  in  motion,  for  some  reason  or  other,  was 
soon  abandoned.  Some  very  important  changes  were  also  pro- 
posed and  introduced  into  the  university  of  Vermont,  at  the 
instance,  and  under  the  sanction  of  its  very  scholarly  Presi- 
dents. The  last,  however,  were  not  all  in  the  line  of  modern 
theories.  We  have  referred  to  these  facts  to  remind  some  of 
our  readers  that  the  views  which  are  now  so  coniSdently  urged 
are  not  entirely  novel,  and  that  some  of  them  have  already 
been  in  a  certain  sense  subjected  to  the  test  of  an  actual  or  at 
least  a  proposed  experiment. 

The  distrust  of  our  colleges  and  of  their  system  of  education 
which  is  now  so  fireely  expressed,  has  been  greatly  stimulated, 
and  is  likely  to  be  still  more  effectively  reinforced  by  the  zeal- 
ous and  passionate  assaults  that  have  of  late  been  made  upon 
the  great  schools  and  universities  of  £ngland.  These  critical 
assaults  have  appeared  in  almost  every  possible  form,  from  the 
ponderous  blue-books,  that  embody  the  reports  of  Parliament- 
ary commissioners,  down  to  the  spiteful  and  capricious  attacks 
of  titled  and  untitled  demagogues ;  from  the  elaborate  volume 
of  essays,  written  by  experienced  teachers  and  accomplished 
Fellows  of  the  colleges  at  Oidbrd  and  Cambridge,  down  to  the 
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ill-natnred  and  ignorant  thrnsts  of  half-edncated  and  conceited 
sciolists  and  scientists.  It  is  scarce  matter  of  wonder,  in  one 
point  of  view,  that  some  ill  informed  persons  should  ima^i;- 
ine  Aat  the  studies  and  discipline  of  the  American  colleges 
are  the  same  with  those  of  the  English  schools  and  universities, 
and  should  draw  effective  arguments  from  the  imagined  upris- 
ing of  the  English  people  against  scholastic  traditions,  to  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  our  doing  the  same  with  what  are 
Boppoeed  to  be  similar  burdens.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of 
wonder  that  8(mie  who  use  such  arguments  should  fail  either 
to  see  or  to  confess  that  the  points  of  difference  are  so  great 
between  the  two  as  to  forbid  rather  than  warrant  the  inferences 
which  are  derived  from  them,  or  that  any  one  should  adopt  the 
motto  which  Mr.  Atkinson  has  prefixed  to  his  very  clever 
essay — more  ingenious  than  ingenuous  as  it  seems  to  us — mvr 
tato  nomine  de  tefdbvla  na/rra/tur. 

It  seems  to  us  that  it  is  only  fair  for  the  American  assailants 
of  the  American  coll^^  to  remember  that  it  is  but  a  very 
small  number  of  the  most  violent  of  the  English  reformers  who 
contend  for,  or  would  even  suffer  any  serious  diminution  from 
the  prominence  given  to  the  classics  in  a  course  of  public  edu- 
cation. The  Hon.  Bobert  Lowe  did,  indeed,  not  think  it  un- 
worthy of  his  character  to  use  his  fine  classical  learning  and  re- 
putation in  contemptnouely  depreciating  the  study  of  the  ancient 
languages  and  the  ancient  writers,  in  comparison  with  the 
study  of  the  modem  tongues  and  literature.  But  his  was  a 
capricious  escapade  of  a  rather  uncertain  leader,  and  it  should 
weigh  but  little  when  set  off  against  the  deliberate  utterances 
of  that  steady-going  wheel-horse  among  the  reformers,  John 
Stuart  Milly  himself  not  a  university  man,  in  his  inaugural 
address  at  the  university  of  St.  Andrews.  In  that  address  Mr. 
Mill  says  :  '^The  only  languages,  then,  and  the  only  literature, 
to  which  I  would  allow  a  place  in  the  ordinary  curriculum, 
are  those  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans ;  and  to  these  I  would 
preserve  the  position  in  it  which  they  at  present  occupy.  That 
position  is  justified  by  the  great  value  in  education,  of  knowing 
well  some  other  cultivated  language  and  literature  than  one's 
own,  and  by  the  peculiar  value  of  those  particular  languages 
and  literature.''  p.  22.    That  Mr.  Mill  is,  withal,  as  earnest  for 
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reform  in  all  the  other  particnlars  which  his  associates  insist 
npon  is  evident  from  another  passage  which  sums  up  many 
passes  of  illustration  and  argument.  "  I  will  say  confidently 
that  if  the  two  classical  languages  were  properly  taught,  there 
would  be  no  need  whatever  for  ejecting  them  from  the  school 
course,  in  order  to  have  sufficient  time  for  everything  else  that 
need  be  included  therein."  p.  16. 

Mr.  Farrar  also,  the  editor  of  the  very  significant  and  able 
volume  of  essays  to  which  we  may  refer  hereafter,  says  in  his 
lecture  before  the  Royal  Institution :  ''  I  must  avow  my  dis- 
tinct conviction  that  our  present  system  of  exclusively  classi- 
cal education  as  a  whole,  and  carried  out  as  we  do  carry  it  out, 
is  a  deylordhle  failwreP  Lecture,  etc.,  p.  18.  "That  Greek 
and  Latin — taught  in  a  shorter  period,  and  in  a  more  com- 
prehensive mnner — should  remain  as  the  solid  basis  of  a  liberal 
education,  we  are  all  (or  nearly  all)  agreed :  none  can  hold  such 
an  opinion  more  strongly  than  myself;  but  why  can  it  not  be 
frankly  recognized  that  an  education  conf/ned  to  Greek  and 
Latin  is  a  failure,  because  it  is  an  anachronism  ? "  Ihid.^  p.  24. 
These  passages  must  be  accepted  as  decisive  by  those  among 
us  who  are  willing  to  learn  from  their  own  declarations,  what 
are  the  real  sentiments  and  aims  of  the  reformers  of  school  and 
university  education  in  England.  It  ought  not  to  be  necessary  to 
cite  them,  however,  in  order  to  enable  many  among  us  to 
judge  for  themselves  what  are  the  methods  and  what  the 
studies  of  these  schools.  Any  well  informed  man  ought  to  know 
that  they  are  materially  different  from  the  studies  and  methods 
which  prevail  among  ourselves.  We  do  not  say  that  our  own 
methods  are  perfect,  or  that  we  have  not  inherited  and  retained 
some  of  the  errors  and  defects  which  are  so  excessive  in  the  Eng- 
lish schools ;  but  we  do  insist  that  the  American  colleges  should 
not  be  confounded  with  the  English  public  schools  or  universi- 
ties, in  respect  to  their  defects,  as  they  certainly  would  not 
claim  to  possess  all  the  excellencies  which  these  institutions 
may  fairly  assert  for  themselves. 

That  there  may  be  no  question  or  mistake  in  respect  to  this 
matter,  we  will  briefly  touch  upon  those  features  in  the  Eng- 
lish institutions  which  have  been  subjected  to  special  criticism 
in  the  polemic  against  them  which  is  now  so  actively  prose- 
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cuted  in  the  mother  conntry.  The  first  of  these  is  the  exces- 
sive attention, — in  some  cases  the  almost  exclusive  attention, — 
which  is  given  to  the  study  of  the  classics.  In  connection  with 
this,  the  methods  of  learning  and  of  teaching,  especially  the 
enforcement  of  composition,  eminently  of  the  composition  of 
Latin  verses,  have  been  very  earnestly  assailed,  and  somewhat 
feebly  defended.  The  comparatively  little  attention  given  to 
Natural  History  and  Physics,  as  well  as  to  the  Mathematical, 
Historical,  Moral,  and  Political  Sciences,  in  the  great  schools 
generally,  and  in  the  University  of  Oxford  in  particular,  as 
well  as  the  preponderance  of  Physics  and  the  Mathematics  at 
Cambridge,  have  also  been  abundantly  discussed.  The  meager 
requirements  for  the  ''pass"  examinations  in  both  universities, 
and  the  frigfctful  excess  to  which  the  coaching  and  cramming 
procejises  are  carried  in  preparing  candidates  tor  these  examin- 
ations, with  the  decay  of  the  normal  efficiency  of  the  tutorial 
office,  and  the  consequent  idleness  of  seventy  per  cent. — as  it  is 
said — of  the  residents  and  graduates  of  the  universities,  have 
been  thoroughly  discussed  and  fully  exposed.  As  incidental 
to  these,  the  excessive  development  of  a  taste  for  gymnastic 
sports  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  systematic  indulgence  in  foolish 
extravagance  or  vicious  dissipation  on  the  other,  have  been  the 
subjects  of  severe  comments. 

The  general  neglect  of  the  speculative  sciences  and  of  the 
investigation  of  principles  in  their  application  to  all  branches 
of  knowledge  is  also  noticed  by  some  very  sagacious  critics  as 
a  defect  in  the  studies  of  those  who  read  for  honors.  It  is 
urged  with  great  force  that  admirable  as  is  the  diligence  of 
those  who  read  earnestly,  and  excellent  in  some  respects  as  are 
the  results  of  their  reading,  yet  the  absence  of  a  truly  philo- 
sophical or  rhythmical  culture  is  seen  in  the  excessively  sophie- 
tical — in  the  sense  of  the  ancient  Greeks — character  of  the  cul- 
ture that  is  attained,  as  well  as  in  the  very  extensive  prevalence 
of  one  sided  tendencies  in  the  two  extremes  of  ultra  anglican- 
ism  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  positivism  on  the  other.  The 
compulsory  residence  of  all  the  undergraduates,  the  pedantic 
strictness  in  the  forms  and  the  notorious  laxness  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  college  system,  with  the  almost  entire  dis- 
use of  the  professorial  function,  and  of  university  freedom,  are 
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topics  of  almoet  univerBal  complaint.  The  remediee  earneetly  re- 
commended, are  the  abandonment  of  the  college  BjBtem,  wholly 
or  in  part,  the  allowance  of  free  attendance  npon  the  nniversity 
lectnres  to  lodgers  in  the  town,  and  of  the  freest  competition 
for  the  valuable  honors  and  emoluments  which  the  nniversi- 
ties  have  in  their  gift.  All  the  reformers  advocate  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  university  chairs,  and  the  immense  en- 
largement of  the  course  of  instruction  in  respect  to  the  subjects 
treated  and  the  range  of  investigation.  A  few  insist  on  the 
abolition  of  all  religious  and  ecclesiastical  tests,  and  on  a  re- 
oi^nization  of  the  whole  system  of  prizes,  honors,  and  emolu- 
ments. 

It  is  obvious  that  while  the  discussion  of  school  and  univer- 
sity reforms  in  England  must  involve  a  great  variety  of  prin- 
ciples and  topics  which  are  of  direct  application  to  the  changes 
proposed  or  effected  in  the  American  colleges,  it  is  neverthe- 
less true  that  the  American  colleges  have  in  some  most  import- 
ant respects  either  escaped  or  outs:rown  not  a  few  of  the  most 
important  evils  under  which  the  English  institutions  continue 
to  labor.  The  American  colleges  give  great,  perhaps  exces- 
sive, attention  to  the  physical  and  practical  sciences.  They 
give  instruction  by  lectures  as  well  as  by  tutors.  Their  ex- 
aminations are  frequent  and  severe.  They  do  not  neglect  the 
study  of  the  principles  of  metaphysical,  moral,  and  political 
science.  Their  supervision  of  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
students,  and  their  care  for  their  religious  culture,  are  thought 
by  many  to  be  over  strict  and  excessive. 

We  return  to  our  subject,  "  the  American  Colleges  and  the 
American  Public;"  or,  to  reverse  the  phrase,  as  politeness 
requires,  '*  the  "American  Public  and  the  American  Col- 
l^;es."  The  phrase  as  changed  reminds  us  that  it  is  our  first 
duty  to  pay  our  respects  to  the  tribunal  before  which  the  col- 
leges are  summoned  to  appear.  This  tribunal  it  may  be 
proper  for  us  briefly  to  characterize  without  either  questioning 
its  jurisdiction  or  being  guilty  of  '*  contempt  of  court." 

The  tribunal,  in  the  present  instance,  is  both  assailant  and 
judge ;  uniting  generally  the  functions  of  the  two  in  the  person 
of  the  same  speakers  and  writers.  The  tribunal  consists,  first 
of  all,  of  a  limited  class  of  lecturers  and  writers  known  as  edu- 
cational  reform^erSy  whose  stock  in  trade  consists  of  a  scanty 
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outfit  of  a  few  facts  imperfeotly  conceived  and  incorrectly  re- 
cited, in  respect  to  the  modes  of  education  pnrsaed  in  the 
middle  ages.    It  is  the  profession  or  trade  of  these  men  to  assail 
the  collies  of  this  country  as  medieval,  cloistered,  scholastic, 
monkish.     The  study  of  the  classics  is  denounced  by  the  cheap 
epithets  of  antiquated,  useless,  and  unpractical.     The  study  of 
the  mathematics, — which  these  ignoramuses  fail  to  see  is  itself 
the  most  unpractical  of  all,  and  which  it  is  lucky  that  they  do 
not  know  that  Plato  commended  in  such  exalted  language  as 
tending  to  withdraw  the  mind  from  sense  and  utility, — is  com- 
mended as  practical  by  way  of  contrast,  because  some  myste- 
rious connection  is  supposed  to  exist  between  it  and  the  power 
to  build  bridges,  to  construct  railways,  and  to  drive  mining 
shafts.     The  sciences  of  nature,  as  tiiey  are  called,  i.  «.,  the 
sciences  of  matter,  are  regarded  as  the  only  sciences  which  are 
either  real  or  useful.    Physiology  from  the  material  stand- 
point is  the  only  philosophy  or  psychology  that  is  considered 
worthy  the  name.     Of  literature  they  have  only  indefinite  or 
low  conceptions  as  a  subject  of  interest  or  critical  study.    A 
traveling  lecturer  is,  in  the  view  of  these  men,  the  model  of  a 
university  professor.    Superficial  and  second-hand  knowledge, 
exaggerated  declamation,   paradoxical  antithesis,  and  sensa- 
tional extravagance  are  the  desired  characteristics  of  univer- 
sity   instruction.      There  are  but  few  of  these    downright 
qaacks,  it  is  true,  but  of  better   and    wiser   men  there  are 
many  more  than  a  few,  who  borrow  some  of  the  principles 
and  methods  which  characterize  these  charlatans.     Some  of 
these  are  men  of  whom  we  had  a  right  to  expect  better  things. 
Another  portion  of  the  public  who  are  so  ready  to  prejudge 
the  colleges  and  their  system  disadvantageously  is  drawn  from 
that  very  numerous  and  most  respectable  class  of  self-made 
men  who  have  risen  to  eminence  without  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion.   Many  of  them  take  the  first  rank  in  our  political,  com- 
mercial, and  social  life,  and  their  success  is  a  perpetual  testi- 
mony to  the  truth,  that  neither  a  college  degree  nor  a  college 
edacation  do  of  necessity  secure   eminence,   and  that  both 
united  must  be  followed  by  that  practical  training  of  actual 
life  and   contact  with  men,  to  which  the  school  and  the 
college  are  only  the  introduction.    A  very  large  class  of  these 
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self-educated  men  are  painfully  sensitive  of  the  disadvantages 
under  which  they  suffer  from  lack  of  early  scholastic  training. 
Many  of  them  have  labored  assiduously  and  with  eminent  suc- 
cess to  correct  these  disadvantages  by  careful  private 
studies  in  the  languages,  mathematics,  and  philosophy.  As 
a  class  they  are  the  most  generous  supporters  of  the  higher 
learning  and  of  literary  institutions  as  admirably  adapted  to 
prepare  for  professional  and  business  life. 

Others  of  them  indulge  a  jealous  contempt  of  all  disciplinary 
training  whatever,  and  find  in  their  own  success  a  satisfactory 
argument  for  the  uselessness  of  any  other  than  purely  practi- 
cal or  useful  studies,  and  a  decisive  refutation  of  all  tliat  can 
be  urged  in  the  defense  of  any  other.     Self-made  or  self- 
educated  men  in  this  country  are  also  very  largely  connected 
with  the  newspaper  press ;  for  the  reason  that  the  editor's  vo- 
cation is  one  of  the  most  inviting  in  its  rewards  to  those  who 
have  literary  or  political  aspirations ;  and  because  it  promises 
success  in  the  shortest  time  and  especially   as  it  itself  fur- 
nishes an  efficient  education  in    the    exercise    of  the  mind 
and  the  pen  in  literary  essays.     It  is  not  surprising  that  this 
class  of  editors  should  be  very  ready  to  accept  any  misconcep- 
tion of  the  college  system,  which  is  either  innocently  enter- 
tained or  ignorantly  propagated  in  the  community.    It  is  not 
even  surprising  that  they  should  be  often  tempted  to  make  the 
colleges  and  the  collie  system  prominent  topics  of  criticism. 
Many  of  the    colleges   are    old    and    respectable  from    the 
associations  and  traditions  of  their  history.     They   are   the 
objects  of  love  and  affection  to  multitudes  in  the  community. 
They  are  the  pride  and  joy  of  the  enthusiastic  youth  who 
breathe  their  exhilarant  spirit  and  participate  in  their  exuber- 
ant life.     It  must  also  be  confessed  that  they  are  far  from  being 
perfect  in  their  constitution  or  their  administration.     Both  of 
these  ftsatures  make  them  attractive  as  subjects  for  extempora- 
neous criticism  and  objects  of  attack.  W  hether  they  are  regarded 
as  venerable  castles,  or  as  wind-mills  which  largely  fill  the  pub- 
lic eye — and  grind  proportionally  but  little  corn — the  bravery 
of  attacking  them  is  all  the  same,  and  it  has  stimulated  many 
knights  of  the  press  to  the  pleasurable  adventure  of  assaulting 
them.    The  patent  and  obtrusive  follies  of  foolish  and  roystcr- 
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ing  youth  are  a  very  deserving  and  a  very  easy  theme  for 
severe  editorial  comments.  The  aim  that  could  not  suc- 
cessfully direct  a  rifle  at  a  vital  point  can  easily  point  a 
blunderbuss  at  the  door  of  a  barn. 

Another  important  element  in  this  varying  and  shifting  tri- 
bunal before  which  the  colleges  are  summoned  to  answer,  con- 
sists of  the  many  graduates  of  these  colleges  who  have  received 
little  advantage  from  their  college  training,  or  are  unconscious 
of  the  advantages  which  they  have  received  in  fact.  The 
question  very  naturally  presents  itself  at  this  point,  how  it  can 
happen  if  the  college  system  is  so  excellent  itself  that  so  many 
graduates  of  colleges  are  at  the  present  moment  so  clamorous 
for  college  reform  ?  Nay,  how  is  it  that  they  constitute  so 
large  and  so  important  an  element  of  the  tribunal  before 
which  these  colleges  are  summoned  to  plead  their  cause? 
We  will  endeavor  to  answer  these  questions,  premising  that 
we  ourselves  admit  and  contend  that  the  college  system  and 
its  administration  both  require  and  admit  some  important 
changes. 

In  answer  to  these  questions,  we  would  say  in  the  first  place 
that  many  collie  graduates  are  not  aware  of  the  extent  of 
the  advantage  which  they  have  derived  from  their  public  edu- 
cation. All  processes  that  are  properly  gymnastic  and  disci- 
plinary perform  service  and  impart  benefits  of  which  the 
recipient  is  unconscious  at  the  time  of  receiving  them,  and 
which,  unless  he  has  given  special  attention  to  education  as  a 
study,  he  cannot  fully  appreciate  by  subsequent  reflection.  The 
mental  growth  to  which  tliey  contribute  is  so  slow  and  insen- 
sible, that  the  fact  that  growth  is  achieved  and  by  the  means 
employed,  is  very  rarely  noticed  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence. 
Let  it  be  conceded  that  some  studies  must  bo  chiefly  discipli- 
nary, it  by  no  means  follows  because  the  graduates  of  col- 
leges are  not  distinctly  aware  of  the  value  of  the  course  by 
which  they  have  been  trained,  that  the  course  was  not  the  best 
conceivable  for  the  very  persons  who  are  the  least  sen- 
sible of  what  it  has  done  for  them.  Again,  every  system 
of  education  supposes  docility,  cooperation,  and  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  pupil.  No  scheme  of  education  can  be  eflBcient 
without  these.    We  add  also  the  very  obvious  but  almost  for- 
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gotten  truth,  that  no  system,  however  skilfully  framed  or 
wisely  administered,  has  ever  been  known  actually  to  secure 
such  zeal  and  enthusiasm  as  is  required  for  the  best  effects. 
We  concede  that  one  system  of  studies  and  discipline  is  better 
fitted  than  another  to  awaken  and  sustain  the  interest  of  stu- 
dents. But  we  venture  to  assert  that  there  are  many  college 
graduates  who  reproach  the  college  system  for  not  havitig 
done  more  for  them,  who  would  not  have  the  hardihood  to 
assert  that  any  selection  of  studies,  any  course  of  discipline,  or 
any  wisdom  of  instructors  would  have  exorcised  the  indolence 
and  self-indulgence,  the  careless  and  irresponsible  spirit  which 
possessed  them  in  their  college  days. 

There  are  others,  and  these  are  not  few,  who  were  bent  on 
self-improvement  in  their  college  life,  and  were  not  unwilling 
to  labor,  whose  want  of  success  was  chiefly  owing  to  their  very 
inadequate  preparation  for  its  studies.  Any  course  of  pub- 
lic education  must  assume  or  prescribe  some  previous  knowl- 
edge and  culture,  and  those  who  persist  in  b^inning  or  con- 
tinuing their  college  life  without  such  preparation  have  only 
themselves  or  their  friends  to  blame  that  the  college  course 
benefited  them  so  little. 

There  are  some  graduates,  however,  who  were  earnest,  labo- 
rious, and  successful  in  their  collie  studies,  who  are  disposed 
earnestly  to  criticise  the  course  which  was  prescribed,  because 
it  did  not  fit  them  more  directly  for  the  calling  or  duties  of 
their  actual  life.  Such  contend  that  a  more  direct  adaptation 
of  its  studies  to  the  foreseen  wants  of  the  student  would 
awaken  greater  enthusiasm  and  secure  far  more  vigorous  and 
successful  work.  It  is  natural  when  a  graduate  comes  to  any 
special  employment  or  duty  that  }>e  should  regret  that  his  col- 
lege studies  did  not  train  him  directly  for  it.  He  may  desire  to 
travel  or  study  in  a  foreign  coontry,  or  his  professional  or 
commercial  success  would  be  facilitated  if  he  were  master  of 
French,  German,  or  Spanish.  He  is  very  likely  to  exclaim, 
"  Would  that  the  time  which  I  wasted  in  the  tiresome  Latin  or 
hateful  Greek  had  been  spent  in  learning  the  living  language 
which  I  now  have  occasion  to  use  !"  Or  let  him  painfully  feel 
his  deficiencies  in  the  command  of  a  good  English  style  or  in 
familiarity  with  English  literature,  and  he  breaks  out  intosimi- 
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lar  impatient  reproach  that  his  Alma  Mater  did  not  foresee  and 
provide  for  his  ftiture  wants  instead  of  cramming  him  with  Greek 
and  Latin  syntax  and  etymology.  Or  it  may  be  that  he  is  a  manu- 
facturer or  a  trader,  and  he  would  give  twice  or  ten  times  the 
cost  of  his  college  education  if  ho  were  a  proficient  in  chemis- 
try, physics,  or  navigation.     Those  who  make  these  complaints 
leave  out  of  view  much  which  they  ought  to  consider,  and 
esi»ecially  that  it  is  often  itnpossible  to  foresee  what  a  man's 
employment  in  life  is  to  be.     Conceding  that  a  college  course 
may  be  both  professional  and  disciplinary,  it  might  be  a  worse 
mistake  for  a  man  to  have  studied  German  and  to  find  that  he 
needs  to  use  only  Spanish,  than  to  have  studied  Latin  aad 
find    that    he     needs   either    German    or    Spanish,    or    to 
have  studied  chemistry  or  physics  when  he  requires  a  knowl- 
edge of  English  or  French  literature.     These  considerations 
bring  us  back  to  the  old  doctrine  so  offensive  to  a  few  college 
educated  men  that  the  college  course  is  preeminently  designed 
to  give  power  to  acquire  and  to  think  rather  than  to  impart 
special  knowledge  or  special  discipline.     But  on  this  we  will 
not  dwell  at  present,  but  only  remind  those  who  utter  tliese 
critical  complaints  that  they  do  not  always  think  of  the  very 
great  advantage   they  have  gained  f  »r    acquiring  German, 
French,  Spanish,  chemistry,  physics,  and  even  business  judg- 
ment and  skill,  above  those  who   have  not  been   thus  dis- 
ciplined.    Most  of  all,  would  we  ask  them  to  notice  whether 
if  their  sense  of  the  importance  to  themselves  of  German, 
French,  chemistry,  etc.,  had  been  as  keen  while  they  were  in  col- 
lege as  it  is  at  present,  they  would  not,  or  could  not,  have 
mastered  these  special  studies  in  addition  to  the  Latin  and 
Greek  which  the  college  prescribed.     Without  such  a  sense  of 
their  importance,  tlieir  mastery  of  any  of  these  branches  might 
not  have  been  so  complete  as  they  find  to  be  needful,  and  tlie 
imperl'ect  knowledge  obtained  might  have  been  purchased  at  the 
cost  of  a  feebler  power  to  acquire  and  understand  and  apply 
not  only  these  needed  branches,  but  all  other  knowledge  and 
skill.    Why  should  it  be  so  easy  for  a  man  to  forget  that  when 
in  collie  he  was  something  of  a  boy,  and  to  cheat  himself 
with  the  fond  persuasion   that   any  system  of  study   would 
have   endowed    him   with    the   wisdom   and   forecast    of  « 
VOL.  xxvni.  6 
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maD  ?  Why  should  reflecting  men  persnade  themselves 
that  a  college  training  can  of  itself  give  the  wisdom  of  age 
to  the  thoughtlessness  of  youth,  or  wake  up  that  enthu- 
siasm for  self-improvement  which  experience  only  can  de- 
velop. It  is  most  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  ungrateful,  to 
demand  of  any  system  of  education  or  institution  of  learning 
that  it  should  place  in  the  bovv  of  the  vessel  which  rushes 
impetuously  before  the  breeze  those  glowing  *'  stem  lights" 
which,  even  for  the  earnest  and  wise,  shine  so  sadly  and 
so  luridly  over  the  path  which  has  engulfed  so  many  good 
resolutions,  so  many  vain  essays,  so  many  ambitious  plans,  so 
many  schemes  of  study,  so  many  promised  acquisitions  of 
knowledge  and  power ;  which  path  for  the  vicious  and  indo- 
lent is  but  a  foaming  and  dreary  waste  of  ruin. 

We  repeat  the  assertion  already  made  that  we  do  not  regard 
the  college  system  as  faultless.  On  the  contrary,  we  believe  it 
*  to  be  capable  of  some  very  important  modifications  and  im- 
provements. At  the  same  time,  we  aflBrm  that  the  principal 
features  by  which  it  is  characterized  are  susceptible  of  a  tri- 
umphant vindication  even  before  the  somewhat  miscellaneous 
tribunal  which  we  have  briefly  described.  We  propose  to  con- 
sider these  distinguishing  features,  and  to  enquire  how  far  they 
are  capable  of  vindication,  and  in  what  respects  the  colleges 
may  be  improved  either  in  their  constitution  or  their  adminis- 
tration. We  will  consider,  first  of  all,  the  studies  appropriate 
to  the  colleges  in  respect  to  the  selection  of  topics  and  the 
methods  of  teaching.* 

The  American  Colleges  have  been  from  the  first  and  uniformly 
schools  of  classical  study  and  learning.  A  knowledge  of  the 
elements  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  has  been  required 
for  admission,  and  the  study  of  the  two  has  been  enforced  upon 
all  as  the  condition  of  receiving  the  Bachelor's  degree.  This 
has  been  universally  true,  the  few  exceptions  being  too  incon- 
siderable to  deserve  attention.  The  enforced  study  of  these  lan- 
guages upon  all  the  students,  and  for  the  most  of  the  undergrad- 
uate course,  is  a  ground  of  complaint,  and  its  advocates  are  re- 
quired to  gi  ve  anew  the  reasons  for  adhering  to  it.  The  trustees 
of  the  Cornell  University,  while  they  shrink  from  the  charge  of 
abandoning  or  depreciating  the  study  of  the  classics,  have  dis- 
tinctly taken  the  position  that,  for  the  purposes  of  discipline 
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and  culture,  the  study  of  the  French  and  German  classics  is  as 
efficient  as  the  study  of  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  that  an  equiva- 
lent knowledge  of  either  two  should  entitle  the  student  to  the 
same  college  honors.  The  doctrine  is  also  very  extensively  taught 
that  it  is  questionable  whether  the  study  of  language  is  better 
fitted  to  train  and  discipline  the  mind  in  early  life  than  the  study 
of  physics  or  history ;  and,  granting  that  it  is,  that  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  study  of  Greek  or  Latin  is  essentially  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  that  of  German  or  French.  In  short,  the  mind  of  our 
tribunal,  "  the  American  public,"  is  at  present  undecided  and 
disturbed  by  the  question  whether  the  colleges  do  not  commit 
a  grievous  wrong  in  enforcing  classical  studies  upon  all  their 
students,  and  in  giving  to  these  studies  especial  honor. 

We  contend  not  only  that  the  colleges  have  judged  rightly  in 
giving  to  the  study  of  language  the  prominence  which  it  receives, 
and  that  the  Greek  and  Latin  deserves  tlie  special  preeminence 
which  has  been  assigned  them,  but  that  there  are  peculiar  rea- 
sons why  they  should  be  even  more  thoroughly  and  earnestly 
cultivated  than  they  have  been. 

Our  first  position  is,  that  for  the  years  appropriated  to  school 
and  college  training,  there  is  no  study  which  is  so  well  adapted 
to  mental  discipline  as  the  study  of  language.  We  argue  this 
from  the  fact  that  language  is  the  chief  instrument  of  intelli- 
gence. It  is  thought  made  visible  and  clear,  not  merely  to  the 
person  to  whom  thoughts  are  to  be  conveyed,  but  to  the  per- 
son who  thinks  for  and  by  himself  or  alone.  The  earliest  discrim- 
inations and  memories  to  which  we  are  tasked  by  nature  are  those 
which  are  involved  in  the  mastery  of  our  mother  tongue.  It  is 
true  the  observation  of  nature,  in  the  education  of  the  eye  and 
the  ear,  and  in  the  control  and  discipline  of  the  body,  involves 
a  multitude  of  "  object  lessons,"  and  imposes  much  "  object 
teaching,"  but  it  can  scarcely  be  contended  that  the  discipline 
of  the  senses  requires  either  the  cuUure  or  the  discipline  of  the 
intellect,  in  the  same  sense  as  does  that  attention  to  language 
which  is  required  in  learning  to  speak  and  write  the  language  first 
acquired.  We  assume,  beicause  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove,  that 
the  most  conspicuously  intellectual  of  the  various  intellectual 
acts  of  infancy  and  childhood  are  exercised  with  language. 
The  slowness  and  difficulty  with  which  some  children  learn  to 
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use  language  is  taken  as  an  infallible  sign  of  some  defect  or 
late  development  of  intellectual  power.  The  most  important 
part  of  the  knowledge  which  we  acquire  is  gained  through 
words  spoken  or  written,  and  the  study  of  nature  itself  must 
mainly  be  prosecuted  through  books.  Natural  history,  with  its 
curious  facts  and  nice  discriminations,  geography  with  its 
descriptions  of  distant  and  unseen  lands,  of  mountains  and  rivers, 
and  romance  with  its  fairy  tales,  so  exciting  and  so  dear  to  the 
child,  all  presuppose  and  exercise  this  same  knowledge.  The 
world  of  words  is,  in  its  way,  as  imi>ortant  and  as  real  to  the 
child  as  the  world  of  things;  and  most  of  the  intellectual  re- 
lations of  either  things  or  thoughts  can  only  be  discerned  by 
an  attention  to  and  apprehension  of  the  relations  of  v^  ords. 

As  school  life  advances  the  intellect  is  to  be  tasked  and  dis- 
ciplined by  special  classes  of  studies,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
train  the  intellectual  power,  and  to  furnish  it  with  facts  and 
truths.  The  mind  is  constrained  to  reflection  and  analysis.  From 
acquisition,  observation,  and  memory  it  proceeds  to  be  trained 
to  the  independent  judgments  of  science.  What  shall  be  the  sub- 
ject matter  upon  which  its  essays  are  employed?  Nature 
directs,  and  the  experience  of  many  generations  has  confirmed 
the  wisdom  of  her  intimations,  that  language  is  the  appro- 
priate sphere  of  these  essays.  The  mind  is  not  suflSciently  ma- 
tured to  study  nature  in  a  scientific  way.  Of  natural  history 
the  mind  at  this  period  is  capable,  but  not  of  the  sciences  of 
nature.  The  facts  of  natural  history,  the  experiments  of 
physics  and  chemistry,  do  not  discipline  the  mind  enough ;  the 
science  of  these  facts  involves  a  training  and  rank  which  the 
intellect  has  not  yet  attained.  The  mathematics  present  a  most 
important  field,  but  the  field  is  peculiar  and  unique.  For  the 
sphere  and  materials  of  what  we  call  intellectual  training  we 
are  shut  up  to  the  study  of  language;  not  exclusively,  indeed, 
for,  as  we  shall  show  in  its  place,  facts  and  imaginations  should 
both  instruct  and  relieve  the  excessive  and  one-sided  strain 
which  the  discipline  of  language  involves ;  but  if  there  is  to  be 
discipline  in  the  eminent  sense,  it  must  be  eflected  by  means 
of  the  study  of  language.  Whatever  substitute  be  devised  it 
will  fail  of  imparting  that  peculiar  intellectual  facility  and 
power  which  this  study  secures. 
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ABsnming  that  the  Btudj  of  language  is  the  most  efficient  in- 
strnment  of  discipline,  we  assert  that  the  study  of  the  classical 
languages  should  be  universally  preferred  to  any  other  as  a 
means  of  discipline  in  every  course  of  liberal  education,  and 
should  continue  to  be  made  prominent  and  necessary  in  the 
American  colleges.     When  we  assert  this,  we  do  not  assert  it 
as  a  self-evident  or  as  an  unquestioned  proposition.     It  is  a  fair 
question  to  ask,  and  a  reasonable  one  to  be  answered,  ^^  Why  is 
not  French  as  efficient  an  instrument  of  discipline  and  culture 
as  the  Latin,  and  why  may  not  German  be  substituted  for  the 
Greek,  provided  each  be  thoroughly  and  scientifically  studied  ? " 
This  question  is  fair  and  reasonable  to  answer  and  discuss,  be- 
cause the  prima  fa^ne  evidence  is  that  the  one  is  as  good  as  the 
other.  But  ihi^primafa^  probability  is,  in  our  opinion,  far  from 
being  the  self  evident  certainty  which  it  seems  to  be  in  the  judg- 
ment of  our  accomplished  and  admirable  friend  President  White, 
when  he  says  '^  It  is  impossible  to  find  a  reason  why  a  man  should 
be  made  Bachelor  of  Arts  for  good  studies  in  Cicero  and  Tacitus, 
and  Thucydides  and  Sophocles,  which  does  not  equally  prove 
that  he  ought  to  have  the  same  distinction  for  good  studies  in 
Montesquieu  and  Comeille,  and  Goethe  and  Schiller,  and  Dante 
and  Shakespeare."   Letter  to  the  New  York  Tribune.    With  all 
due  respect  to  the  President,  we  think  that  it  is  not  only  easy 
to  find  one  such  reason,  but  that  many  very  readily  suggest 
themselves.     First  of  all,  it  is  obvious,  we  think,  that  the  stu- 
dent who  makes  "  good  studies  "  in  Cicero  and  Thucydides  will 
be  likely,  in  the  present  state  of  society  in  this  country,  also  to 
make  "  good  studies  "  in  Montesquieu,  Goethe,  etc.,  etc.    We 
cannot  take  so  narrow  a  view  of  the  nature  and  operation  of  a 
literary  education  as  for  a  moment  to  consider  it  as  limited  to  a 
four  years'  course.    The  classical  student  who  is  zealous  enough 
to  do  well,  will  not,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  and  with 
the  facilities  which  he  enjoys,  be  likely  to  fail  to  learn  one  or 
two  of  the  modern  languages  also.     If  he  does  not  do  this  in 
college,  should  he  have  special  occasion  to  use  them  for  the 
porposee  of  study,  travel,  or  business,  he  will  have  acquired 
the  power  to  learn  them  with  comparative  ease  and  rapidity. 
If  he  is  to  acquire  several  Eomanic  languages,  the  thorough 
study  of  Latin  will  even  be  a  positive  gain  in  their  acquisition, 
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80  far  as  time  is  concerned.  Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill  goes  so  far 
as  to  assert  that  the  mastery  of  Latin  '^  makes  it  easier  to  learn 
four  or  five  of  the  continental  languages  than  it  is  to  learn  one 
of  them  without  it."  Mr.  Mill  would  make  little  or  no  pro- 
vision for  the  study  of  the  modern  languages  in  the  university, 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  a  man  who  is  bred 
a  scholar  will  study  some  things  after  he  leaves  college,  and 
especially  such  of  the  modern  tongues  as  he  has  occasion  to 
use. 

They  are  trite  sayings  that  all  modern  literature  goes  back 
to  these  languages  for  its  germs  and  beginnings,  and  cannot  be 
thoroughly  understood  without  a  knowledge  of  the  languages 
and  the  life  which  they  reveal ;  that  not  only  the  roots  of  the 
languages  of  modern  Europe  are  to  be  found  in  them,  but  the 
roots  and  germs  of  modern  literature  are  in  their  literature  as 
well ;  that  much  of  what  we  call  learning  is  written  in  Latin 
and  Greek ;  that  Greek  is  the  original  language  of  the  New 
Testament,  which  records  the  beginning  of  the  history  of  the 
Christian  creed,  and  the  great  truths  which  the  church  has  re- 
ceived ;  that  modem  science  has  constructed  its  most  refined 
and  complicated  terminology  out  of  materials  derived  freshly 
from  both  languages,  and  the  Greek  in  particular.  But  to  all 
these  considerations  we  shall  be  met  with  the  reply,  that  the 
majority  of  the  men  who  are  educated  at  college  will  never 
become  scholars  at  all,  and  do  not  require  the  education  which 
is  fundamental  to  a  scholar's  knowledge.  We  answer  that,  if 
this  is  so,  the  majority  of  such  persons  have  even  the  greater 
need,  and  will  be  likely  to  make  a  more  eflBcient  use  of  the 
power,  and  discipline,  and  scholarship  which  classical  study 
will  give  them  than  of  the  more  or  less  of  German  and  French 
which  they  may  study  in  its  place.  The  manifold  relations  by 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages  and  of  ancient 
life  are  cornected  with  the  history  they  read,  the  literature 
which  they  enjoy,  and  the  institutions  under  which  they  live, 
makes  even  a  scanty  knowledge  of  both  to  be  of  constant  use  and 
application. 

The  student  of  Comeille  and  Goethe  is  also  mainly  con- 
versant with  modern  ideas  and  modem  civilization.  How- 
ever exquisite  the  diction  or  masterly  the  genios  of  his  writer. 
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the  sentiments  and  passions  are  all  modern.  But  the  student 
of  Virgil  and  of  Homer  cannot  painfully  translate  a  few 
books  of  the  -^neid  or  the  Odyssey,  without  entering  into  the 
thoughts  and  sympathizing  with  the  feelings,  and  living  some- 
what of  the  life,  of  human  beings  greatly  unlike  those  whom 
he  has  ever  known  or  imagined,  whose  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings do  not  repel  him  by  their  strangeness  so  much  as  they 
attract  him  by  their  dignity  and  truth,  and  open  to  him  a  new 
world  of  sentiment  and  emotion.  The  people,  into  whose  life 
he  very  imperfectly  learns  to  enter,  though  in  many  respects  so 
nnlike  the  men  of  present  times,  are  yet  closely  connected 
with  them  by  the  civilization,  the  arts,  the  literature,  the  insti- 
tutions, the  manners,  and  the  laws  which  the  ancients  perfected 
and  transmitted.  We  do  not  say  that  to  receive  such  impres- 
sions as  an  imperfect  scholarship  may  impart,  is  worth  all  the 
painstaking  which  the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin  involves,  but 
we  do  assert  that  if  these  impressions  can  be  superadded  to  the 
advantages  which  come  from  the  discipline  which  the  gram- 
matical study  of  two  languages  requires,  then  this  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  Greek  and  Latin  should  be  preferred  to 
French  and  German. 

We  contend,  moreover,  and  it  is  generally  conceded,  that  in 
disciplinary  influence  the  study  of  the  classics  is  far  superior 
to  that  of  the  modern  tongues,  not  excepting  the  German, 
which  is  most  nearly  akin  to  the  Greek.  The  regularity  and 
fixedness  of  the  structure,  the  variety  of  the  Inflections,  the 
distinctness  of  the  articulations,  the  refinement  of  the  combi- 
nations, the  objective  utterances  to  the  mental  ear,  and  the 
graphic  painting  to  the  imagination  when  coupled  with  the 
wealth  of  thought  and  feeling,  which  verb  and  adjective, 
which  nonn  and  particle  enshrine  in  words  and  sentences,  all 
combine  to  give  the  classic  tongues  a  supremacy  over  the 
languages  of  modern  civilization.,  which  all  candid  and  com- 
petent judges  have  confessed.  It  is  not  pertinent  to  claim, 
that  one  complicated  and  artistic  language  is  of  itself  equally 
efficient  with  another  for  discipline,  especially  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  public  studies.  It  cannot  be  soberly  urged  that  one 
dialect,  if  it  be  African  or  Semitic,  is  as  good  as  another,  pro- 
vided it  leads  the  mind  to  analyze  and  reflect.     The  discipline 
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which  is  required  for  higher  education  is  not  a  simple  gymnas- 
tic to  the  intellect,  it  is  not  the  training  of  the  curious  phi- 
lologist, or  the  sharp  logician,  but  it  is  a  discipline  which  pre- 
pares for  culture  and  thought,  and  which  gradually  lifts  the 
mind  from  the  hard  and  dry  paradigms  of  the  pedagogue  and 
the  enforced  syntax  of  the  class-room,  to  the  comparative 
judgment  and  the  cesthetic  culture  of  the  critic  and  philospher. 

We  find,  then,  the  following  reasons  why  what  are  called 
"  good  studies  "  in  French  and  German  should  not  entitle  a 
person  to  the  Bachelor's  degree ;  and  why  these  studies,  how- 
ever "good"  they  may  be  for  certain  purposes,  cannot  be  as 
good  for  the  commanding  objects  for  which  language  and  the 
languages  are  studied  in  a  course  of  education. 

They  are  not  as  good  to  teach  attention  to  the  structure  of 
lani^uage  and  all  which  such  attention  involves,  and  thus  to 
train  the  student  to  the  intelligent  and  facile  use  of  English, 
or  to  the  criticism  of  the  same.  They  are  not  as  good  to  pre- 
pare the  mind  to  learn  other  languages  than  themselves  with 
rapidity,  intelligence,  and  retention.  They  are  not  as  good 
to  prepare  for  the  comparative  judgment  of  the  langna^^es 
which  one  may  learn.  The  exercise  of  such  a  judgment, 
whether  it  is  employed  for  the  remoter  ends  of  the  philologist, 
or  the  more  general  aims  of  the  reflective  thinker,  is  one  of 
the  most  instructive  employments  of  the  educated  man.  No 
man  can  be  a  linguist,  in  the  best  and  most  intellectual  sense 
of  the  word,  who  is  not  a  classical  scholar,  because  these  lan- 
guages are  the  best  material  with  or  upon  which  to  study  lan- 
guage. Tlie  student,  who  has  mastered  the  elements  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  has  gone  much  ftirther  in  the  way  to  the  intelli- 
gent knowledge  of  language  generally,  than  one  who  has  gone 
much  farther  in  the  elements  of  French  and  German.  This  is 
explained  by  the  fact  already  adverted  to,  that  the  structure 
of  the  classical  tongues  is  so  complicated  yet  clear,  ramified 
yet  regular,  artificial  yet  symmetrical,  objective  yet  artistic ;  and 
that  in  all  these  features  these  languages  are  preeminent  above 
the  modern  tongues.  Some  philologists  do  not  confess  this,  we 
know.  They  persuade  themselves  that  an  ^Englishman  can  be 
trained  as  successfully  to  the  reflective  study  of  language,  by 
the  use  of  his  own  and  one  or  two  modern  languages,  as  by 
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the  aid  of  the  classic  tongues.  But  we  think  such  persons, 
being  always  themselves  classicists,  mistake  their  own  insight 
and  science  of  such  relations,  for  the  insight  and  science 
which  they  imagine  their  pupils  might  or  do  attain.  In 
short,  they  imagine  their  pupils  see  with  an  eye  and  reflect 
with  a  mind  that  have  been  enriched  and  disciplined  by 
classical  study. 

Again,  sudi  studies  cannot  be  as  good  for  the  disci|)Hne  of 
the  intellect.  The  study  of  languages  so  characterized  must 
be  a  better  training  for  the  intellect  than  the  study  of  the  lan- 
guages which  task  the  intellect  less,  from  the  greater  sim- 
plicity of  their  structure  and  their  greater  similarity  to  the 
mother  tongue.  We  of  course  assume  that  the  two  kinds  of 
languages  are  taught  equally  well,  and  are  pursued  with  equal 
zeal  and  spirit.    This,  we  think,  is  possible. 

Studies  in  the  modern  languages  are  not  as  good  as  studies 
in  the  ancient,  for  the  knowledge  of  man,  which  they  directly 
and  indirectly  impart.     The  man  of  the  ancient  world  is  a 
different  being  from  the  man  of  modern  life.     Stately,  arti- 
ficial, decided,  clear  in  his  opinions,  positive  and  outspoken  in 
his  aims,  objective  in  his  life,  positive  and  sharp  in  his  diction, 
impetuous  in  his  impulses,  grand  in  his  connection  with  the 
state,  heroic  in  his  virtues  and  almost  in  his  vices,  he  stands 
out  in  a  striking  contrast  with  the  man  of  modern  times — the 
self-cultured  Pagan  against  the  self-denying  Christian,  the 
self-cultured  against  the  self  sacrificing,  the  idolater  of  country 
and  the  state  against  the  worshiper  of  the  Father  and  Redeemer 
of  man.     He  is  always  intellectual,  impressive,  and  intelligi- 
ble, because  he  is  the  perfection  of  the  natural  and  earthly  in 
its  purest  and  noblest  manifestations.     The  man  of  modem 
life  is  weakened  and  divided,  it  may  be,  by  the  strife  of  the 
natural   with  the  spiritual,  of  passion  with   duty,  of   love 
with  selfishness.     And  yet  the  classic  humanity  is  not  so 
strange  that  it  repels  or  overaws  us.    It  moves  our  common 
sympathies,  while  it  enlarges  our  conceptions  of  what  man 
may  become.    All  that  is  good  in  it  is  the  more  impressive 
from  its  very  exaggerated  and  one-sided  character.    It  also 
conveys  what  it  has  learned  or  experienced  by  means  of  the 
clear,  beautiful,  and  positive  diction  which  it  always  employs. 
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It  corrects  our  special  defects  of  thought,  of  sentiment,  and  of 
action,  by  the  clear  rationalism,  the  simple  emotion,  the  manly 
behavior  which  it  always  sets  forth.  It  even^preserves  us  against 
its  own  peculiar  errors  by  the  very  distinctriess  with  which  it 
avows  them,  and  the  consistent  energy  with  which  it  acts 
them  out.  The  student  of  modem  literature  is  always  conver- 
sant with  men,  thinking,  feeling,  and  acting  like  himself.  The 
student  of  ancient  literature  is  confronted  with  human  beings 
and  a  human  life,  which  are  in  some  most  important  particulars 
unlike  what  he  has  experienced  or  even  conjectured ;  and  yet 
they  were  a  positive  and  potent  reality. 

Tlie  modern  languages  are  not  as  good  as  the  ancient  to  pre- 
pare for  the  intelligent  study  of  modem  history.  Modem 
history  and  modern  literature  have  their  roots  in  ancient  in- 
stitutions and  in  ancient  life.  Modem  poetry,  philosophy, 
and  art,  were,  at  the  first,  inspired  by  the  poetry,  philosophy, 
and  art  of  Greece.  Modem  polity  and  law  were  derived  from 
Home.  Modern  religion  came  from  Judea,  through  Grecian 
and  Roman  society.  To  understand  the  beginning  and  trace 
the  progress  of  the  new  developments  which  these  prime  ele- 
ments of  modem  history  have  undergone,  we  must  go  back  to 
the  beginning,  and  understand  the  society  and  life  in  which 
they  were  first  rooted  and  germinated.  We  cannot  success- 
fully penetrate  into  the  spirit  of  ancient  life  without  master- 
ing the  languages  and  appreciating  the  literature  in  which  the 
ancients  have  enshrined  and  perpetuated  this  life.  Our  mod- 
em educational  reformers  make  much  of  the  study  of  history, 
and  of  the  philosophy  of  history.  But  what  can  the  teacher 
of  history  accomplish  with  classes  who  are  practically  incapa- 
ble of  appreciating  the  spirit  and  life  of  antiquity  ?  How  can 
they  judge  of  his  assertions  or  follow  his  analyses,  to  whom 
the  most  important  elements  with  which  he  deals  are  substan- 
stially  unknown,  and  must  remain  forever  unappreciated. 

The  last  reason  which  we  give  why  studies  in  the  modem 
are  not  as  good  as  studies  in  the  ancient  languages  is,  that 
they  do  not  as  eflSciently  further  the  intellectual  and  sesthetic 
culture  of  the  student.  The  evidence  for  this  has  been  fur- 
nished in  the  considerations  already  adduced.  If  modem 
history  is  rooted  in  the  ancient,  much  more  obviously  is  mod- 
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em  thought  and  modern  culture  rooted  in  ancient  thought  and 
ancient  culture.  Its  speculation  was  bom  of  ancient  specula- 
tion, and  still  recognizes  its  parentage,  as  it  agrees  with  or 
dissents  from  the  doctrines  of  Plato  and  Aristotle.  The  modern 
materialists  scarcely  more  than  illustrate  and  enforce  from 
modem  physics  the  ancient  metaphysics  of  the  Atomists  and 
Epicureans.  The  modern  spiritualists  give  greater  definiteness 
and  authority  to  the  mythical  constructions  of  Plato  and  the 
masterly  antdyses  of  Aristotle.  The  images  of  the  Iliad  and  the 
Odyssey  are  as  fresh  and  as  quickening  as  ever,  and  their 
rhythm  as  musical  and  inspiring  as  they  have  been  in  all  the 
generations  since  the  birth  of  modern  poetry.  They  have  not 
been  superseded  by  the  subjective  tendencies  of  the  modem 
muse.  The  Greek  Tragedies  are  still  pregnant  with  mystery  to 
the  most  subjective  and  questioning  of  the  moderns,  who  brood 
over  the  seeming  perplexities  of  fate  and  Providence.  Allu- 
sions to  classical  images,  scenes,  events,  and  personages, 
are  woven  into  the  tissue  of  all  modern  writing.  Classical 
art,  with  its  outlines  as  sharply  cut  as  the  faces  of  a  crystal, 
and  yet  as  graceful  as  the  undulations  of  the  moving  waters, 
has  not  ceased  to  be  the  model  of  beauty  and  grace  to  modern 
art,  because  its  products  have  been  animated  by  the  living 
spirit  of  Christian  love,  or  warmed  and  elevated  by  the  spirit- 
ual graces  of  Christian  faith  and  hope. 

The  student  who  makes  "  good  studies ''  in  modern  thought 
and  literature,  cannot  fail,  indeed,  of  a  quickening  influence 
and  guidance,  but  the  student  who  has  made  good  studies 
in  ancient  thought,  has  made  himself  ready  to  occupy  his 
life  with  a  far  more  intelligent  and  refined  appreciation  of 
modem  thought  and  culture.  As  in  the  order  of  the  culture  of 
the  race,  the  severe  discipline  of  ancient  institutions  first  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  more  genial  influences  of  Christian  and 
modem  thought  and  feeling,  so  in  the  training  of  the  individ- 
aal  on  the  most  generous  scale,  the  pedagogical  period  is  most 
profitably  spent  in  the  ancient  schools,  before  the  pupil  enters 
upon  the  second  stage  of  thought  and  conception  in  which  he 
is  to  live  and  act,  but  which  is  none  the  less  truly  educating, 
because  it  is  in  the  wider  school  of  life. 

The  modem  educators,  who  claim  to  themselves  the  merit 
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and  name  of  being  especially  broad  and  enlightened,  take,  in 
fact,  the  narrowest  and  most  limited  views  of  education  and 
of  living.  They  forget  that  as  soon  as  the  student  steps  forth 
into  life,  modern  thinking,  modern  literature,  and  modem 
culture  will  take  him  almost  exclusively  into  their  possession, 
and  will  assert  supreme  control  over  his  education.  Under 
the  fair  pretence  of  preparing  him  for  the  fields  of  thought  and 
action  on  which  he  is  to  enter,  they  confine  him  from  the 
first  to  the  same  round  in  which  he  is  to  walk  through  life, 
forgetting  that  the  most  eflScient  preparation  for  a  sphere  of 
action  is  not  always  made  in  that  sphere,  but  that  to  be  pre- 
pared most  eflSciently  for  the  intellectual  and  sesthetical  activity 
in  which  we  are  to  be  employed,  we  must  be  conversant  with 
their  germinant  forces  and  their  controlling  principles. 

Against  these  views  it  will  be  urged,  that  though  they  are 
plausible  in  the  ideal,  they  are  impracticable  in  the  real — that 
it  is  impossible  to  bring  all  the  members  of  a  college  class  to 
study  the  classics  with  sufficient  interest  and  zeal  to  make 
them  eminently  profitable ;  that  while  a  third  of  the  earnest 
men  will  study  them  with  zeal,  the  remaining  two-thirds  will 
study  them  with  reluctance.     Or,  as  President  White   says, 
"  When  I  was  a  student  in  one  of  the  largest  New  England 
colleges,  there  were  over  a  hundred  in  my  class.     Of  these, 
twenty  or  thirty  loved  classical  studies,  and  could  have  made 
them  a  noble  means  of  culture ;  but  these  were  held  back  by, 
perhaps,  seventy,  who  dreamed,  or  lounged,  or  *  ponied,'  or 
*  smouged '   through — sadly  to  the  detriment  of  their  minds 
and  morals.     Consequently  the  classical  professors — as  good  as 
ever  blessed  any  collie — ^were  obliged  to  give  their  main 
labor  to  stirring  up  the  dullards,  to  whipping  in  the  lag- 
gards— in  short,  not  td  the  thirty  who  loved  their  particular 
studies,  but  to  the  seventy  who  loathed  them."    The  Cornell 
^University  will  not  have  things  so  ordered ;  it  will  ''  indulge 
in  no  tirades  against  the  classics."     *'  It  will  have    the  best 
classical  professors  it  can  secure — it  will  equip  their  depart- 
ments thoroughly,  it  will  not  thwart  them  by  forcing  into 
their  lecture  rooms  a  mass  of  students  who,  while  reciting 
Greek,  are  thinking  of  German,  etc.,  etc."    That  is.  President 
White  would  have  us  to  infer  that  in  his  opinion,  and,  we  be- 
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lieve  there  are  many  who  agree  with  him,  that "  the  dullards  " 
and  "  the  laggards,"  the  men  who  ''  ponied  "  and  "  smouged  " 
in  the  classics,  wonld  have  neither  been  nor  done  either  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  study  German  instead  of  Greek,  and 
that  the  majority  of  every  college  class  would  study  the 
languages  with  alacrity  and  zeal,  if  only  they  were  allowed  to 
study  German  or  French.  We  do  not  believe  this  opinion  to 
be  correct,  and  we  think  it  eflfectually  disproved  by  the  indis- 
putable fact  that  the  men  who  are  dull  and  who  laff  in  Greek 
and  Latin,  are  almost  invariably  "  dvlla/rda'^'^  and  ^^ laggards  " 
in  German  and  French,  in  these  very  same  college  classes  and 
class-rooms.  The  few  exceptions  are  explained  by  the  greater 
maturity  of  mind  and  of  character  with  which  the  study  of 
the  modem  languages  is  begun,  and  preeminently  by  the  better 
elementary  instruction  with  which  it  is  introduced  to  the 
mind,  to  say  nothing  of  the  advantage  which  has  been  gained 
by  even  an  imperfect  study  of  the  classics. 

Moreover,  what  was  true  of  the  class  of  President  White 

in  respect  to  the  classics  was  true  emineniiori  senau  in  respect 

t'^  the  mathematics,  and  yet  we  do  not  observe  that  in  the 

scheme  of  the  Cornell  University  it  is  proposed  to  dispense 

with  a  thorough  study  of  the  mathematics  in   the    several 

courses,  which  are  diflferent  ways  to  the  same  degree.    Nor  is 

the  principle  to  be  admitted  that  those  who  are  dull  in  the 

mathematics  are  to  be  excused  from  studying  them  because  they 

long  for  the  classics,  or  long  for  history,  or  it  may  be,  long  for 

the  lecture  courses  to  the  exclusion  of  recitations.     We  do 

not  deny  that  the  evils  complained  of  by  President  White  in 

fact  exist.     But  they  are  not  peculiar  to  any  course  of  study. 

We  do  not  despair  of  a  partial  remedy  of  these  evils,  but  are 

confident  that  the  remedy  is  not  to  be  found  in  the.substitution 

of  the  modern  for  the  ancient  languages. 

It  should  always  be  remembered  that  the  question  with 
iirhich  we  are  concerned  relates  to  the  best  theoretical  selection 
of  studies,  and  cannot  always  be  decided  by  the  practical  re- 
sults in  particular  cases.  What  is  best  in  theory  will  be  best 
in  practice  only  when  it  is  thoroughly  and  wisely  adminis- 
tered, provided  the  circumstances  are  equally  favorable. 
Among  these  circumstances  are  to  be  enumerated — adequate 
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preparation,  by  previous  study  and  training,  the  best  methods 
of  teaching  and  discipline,  sufficient  time  to  bring  the  pre- 
scribed course  to  its  completion,  and  a  warm  faith  in,  and 
enthusiasm  for,  the  value  of  a  study  in  pupils  and  students. 
In  some  of  these  respects  there  is  room  for  great  improvement, 
and  tins  improvement,  as  we  shall  show,  is  to  be  desired  and 
hoped  for  in  the  American  colleges.  At  present  we  are  con- 
cerned with  the  theory  of  the  selection  and  distribution  of  the 
studies. 

It  may  be  contended  again  that  if  the  modern  cannot  alto- 
gether take  the  place  of  the  ancient  languages  they  may  share 
an  equal  portion  of  time  and  of  honor  with  them.  It  being 
conceded  that  a  knowledge  of  two  or  three  modefn  languages 
is  indispensable  to  the  scholar  who  is  truly  educated,  it  is 
urged  that  the  college  ought  to  provide  instruction  in  these 
languages  as  a  part  of  its  curriculum.  In  accordance  with 
this  view  the  modern  languages  have  been  provided  for,  more 
or  less  definitely  and  completely,  in  many  of  the  colleges,  and 
instruction  in  them  is  given  either  in  the  regular  or  the  op- 
tional courses.  The  advantages  are  obvious.  The  student 
passes  from  a  dead  to  a  living  language,  as  from  a  Pompeiian  to 
a  modern  dwelling.  The  first  is  artistic  and  ornate,  but  its 
associations  are  with  the  past ;  the  second  is  fresh  and  fra- 
grant with  modern  elegancies  and  comforts.  The  sense  of  a 
certain  or  possible  utility  in  the  language  learned  awakens  a 
peculiar  interest,  especially  if  the  student  has  advanced  several 
stages  from  school  life  and  school-boy  associations  and  if  the  in- 
terests and  responsibilities  of  manhood  have  begun  to  awaken 
and  sober  him.  The  mingling  of  the  ancient  and  modern  in 
grammatical  analysis  and  in  etymological  research  and  literary 
criticism,  is  in  every  respect  happy  in  its  influence. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  time  for  classi- 
cal study  will  in  this  way  be  seriously  diminished,  that  the  in- 
terest in,  and  estimate  of,  classical  culture  will  be  so  far  weak- 
ened, tlmt  the  high  academical  tone  will  be  injuriously  lowered, 
and  the  most  important  ends  of  academical  discipline  will  be 
in  a  measure  thwarted.  A  still  more  serious  evil  is  incident 
to  the  elementary  character  of  most  of  these  studies  as  at 
present  pursued.    The  college  class-room  is  not  a  place  in  which 
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to  drill  to  French  pronunciation  or  German  exercises,  and  that 
as  long  as  the  instrnction  in  German  and  French  is  elementary, 
it  most  lower  the  tone  and  dignity  of  the  curriculnm.  The  col- 
lege course  retains  quite  enough  of  the  dressure  of  the  pedagogue 
already  and  of  the  subjection  of  the  school  boy,  and  the  enforced 
drill  of  the  French  and  German  professor  cannot  tend  to  re- 
lieve it  of  these  features.  No  relief  can  be  devised  except  to 
require  both  French  and  German — one  or  both — as  prepara- 
tory studies,  or  to  make  them  largely  optional,  both  of  which 
expedients  are  at  present  open  to  serious  objections.  It  cer- 
tainly is  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  the  study  of  both 
languages  might  not  better  be  treated  as  an  extra  or  private 
study,  under  the  direction  of  a  competent  professor  provided 
by  the  college,  and  whether  if  the  college  should  furnish  such 
a  teacher  and  encourage  attendance  upon  his  lessons,  it  would 
not  contribute  to  a  more  efficient  training  in  both  ancient 
and  modem  languages.  We  may  return  to  this  topic  again. 
If  the  classical  languages  cannot  with  propriety  be  replaced 
by  those  of  Modern  Europe,  much  less  can  the  study  of  the 
English  language  with  any  propriety  be  made  a  substitute  for 
either  or  both  of  them.  Very  much  is  said  now-a-days,  in  a 
loose  and  general  way,  about  the  study  of  the  English  lan- 
guage and  literature  in  our  colleges.  The  critical  study  of 
English  literature  cannot  be  overestimated,  so  far  as  the 
awakening  and  directing  of  a  taste  for  the  best  English 
authors  are  concerned.  To  this  should  be  added  an  ample 
and  critical  study  of  the  history  of  this  literature.  It  were 
greatly  to  be  desired  that  to  these  should  be  united  the  most 
thorough  grammatical  and  philological  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage itself,  and  of  its  leading  dialects  through  the  ori£i;inal 
Anglo-Saxon,  and  its  various  forms  of  development.  But  this, 
which  alone  is  worthy  to  be  compared  with  any  study  of  the 
classics  for  discipline,  is  a  branch  of  the  higher  philology,  and 
cannot  come  within  the  college  course,  because  it  presupposes 
a  somewhat  critical  knowledge  of  the  classical  and  some  of  the 
modem  languages.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  urged  by  any 
person  whose  opinions  are  worth  regarding  as  a  possible  equi- 
valent or  substitute  for  the  study  of  either.  The  utmost  that 
can  be  hoped  or  desired  in  this  department  is  the  mastery  of  a 
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thoroughly  scientific  English  grammar,  if  such  an  one  were  to 
be  had  in  the  English  language.  But  to  suppose  it  possible  to 
subject  one's  mother  tongue  to  the  same  reflective  analysis 
which  the  mastery  of  a  language  not  vernacular  involves,  is  to 
overlook  the  most  important  psychological  fact  that  a  language 
which  is  familiar  and  early  acquired  cannot  be  analyzed  before 
the  mind  has  reached  its  highest  maturity,  nor  unless  it  has 
been  especially  aided  by  the  study  of  at  least  one  foreign 
language.  This  is  one  of  the  truths  which  experience  may  be 
supposed  to  have  settled. 

We  approach  what  in  the  minds  of  many  is  a  much  graver 
question,  and  that  is  whether  the  study  of  the  physical  sciences 
cannot  furnish  as  eflfective,  and  perhaps  a  more  desirable, 
mental  discipline  than  the  study  of  language  at  all,  and  whether, 
therefore,  it  cannot  take  its  place  as  a  branch  of  college  or 
university  study.  It  is  contended  by  many  that  it  can  and 
ought.  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  urges  very  earnestly  and  in 
great  detail,  that  all  the  processes  which  the  study  of  the  lan- 
guages involve  are  brought  into  requisition  in  the  study  of 
nature — that  discrimination,  combination,  and  judgment  are  all 
tasked  as  variously  and  as  severely  in  the  generalizations  anc^ 
judgments  of  physics  as  in  those  of  grammar  and  hermeneu- 
tics.  His  argument  is  more  ingenious  and  plausible  than  con- 
vincing. The  author  of  a  very  interesting  and  able  Article  on 
*'  Science  in  Schools,"  in  a  recent  number  of  the  London 
Quarterly  Heview — October,  1867 — ^argues  very  ably  and  inge- 
niously in  favor  of  introducing  the  Physical  Sciences  into  the 
school  and  university  curriculum.  He  contends  with  Spencer 
that,  if  rightly  taught  and  allowed  as  large  a  place  in  the 
curriculum  as  the  classics,  they  cannot  fail  to  discipline  the  mind 
as  effectively  as  these,  for  the  uses  of  society  and  of  life.  At 
the  same  time  he  has  the  good  sense  to  see  and  the  boldness  to 
say  that  unless  they  can  be  taught  in  this  thorough  method, 
they  might,  for  all  educational  purposes,  as  well  not  be  taught 
at  all.  He  reasons  with  masterly  and  convincing  power 
against  the  practice  of  teaching  the  elements  of  the  sciences 
by  compeuds  or  brief  courses  of  lectures  as  tending  only  to 
superticialness  and  conceit. 

Our  own  opinion  may  be  expressed  in  the  re»iark  that  Natural 
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HiBtory  ehoold  be  taught  to  children  and  youth  in  the  pre- 
paratory school,  but  Natural  Science,  with  the  exception  of 
mathematical  and  mechanical  physics,  should  be  deferred  till 
the  very  latest  period' of  the  college  course,  and  cannot  be 
taught  even  then  with  any  success,  except  so  far  as  its  funda- 
mental principles,  and  so  to  speak,  its  logical  and  scientific  re- 
lations, are  concerned.  The  mastery  of  its  details  and  even 
a  familiarity  with  the  application  of  its  principles  to  particulars 
must,  of  necessity,  be  referred  to  the  Special  Schools  of  Tech- 
nology or  Applied  Science  ;  that  is,  it  must  be  made  a  part  of 
special  as  contrasted  with  general  or  liberal  training.  For  ex- 
ample, Botany  and  Mineralogy  with  the  elements  of  Geology, 
especially  Botany,  are  branches  which  can  be  acquired  in  early 
life, — which  is  the  observing  period, — provided  an  excited  inter- 
est can  be  aroused  in  their  objects.  We  cannot  estimate  too 
highly  the  habits  which  are  induced  by  these  studies,  or  the 
tastes  which  they  awaken  and  refine.  The  nice  eye  for  analy- 
sis, the  attentive  eye  for  research,  the  enterprise  arid  self- 
reliance  required  for  open-air  excursions,  the  elevating  in- 
fluences that  come  from  a  contact  with  the  purity  and  beauty 
of  nature,  and  the  habits  of  ready  tact  and  rapid  induction 
which  such  studies  and  researches  involve,  are  all  invaluable 
features  of  the  character,  and  leave  priceless  treasures  for  life. 
No  one  can  appreciate  more  highly  than  we  the  ta*<te8  and 
aptitudes  of  the  enthusiastic  Naturalist,  whether  seen  in  their 
blossom  in  the  youthfnl  votary  or  in  their  ripeness  in  the  ma- 
tured Philosopher.  We  would  therefore  insist  that  these 
sciences  should  be  studied  thoroughly  in  the  preparatory  edu- 
cation, so  far  as  they  are  mainly  sciences  of  observation  and 
of  fact.  Besides  the  advantages  of  which  we  have  spoken, 
they  tend  to  obviate  and  correct  some  one-sided  tendencies  of 
the  mere  student  of  books  and  of  words.  They  rub  off  his 
pedantry  and  take  down  his  conceit.  They  relieve  the  tedium 
and  monotony  of  the  grammar  and  the  dictionary.  We  might 
connect  with  botany  the  elements  of  vegetable  physiology,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  processes  of  growth  and  culture  are  concerned. 
There  is  no  objection  to  introduce  at  this  stage  the  elements 
of  experimental  chemistry  and  perhaps  of  animal  physiology, 
to  awaken  curiosity  and  stimulate  wonder  and  reverence.  But 
VOL.  xxvin.  7 
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further  than  this  we  wonld  not  go,  because  the  philosophical 
or  generalizing  power  is  not  sufficiently  developed  to  grasp  or 
appreciate  the  truths  or  relations  of  natural  science  properly  so 
called.  Science  of  any  kind  cannot  be  scientifically  taught 
unless  it  can  be  scientifically  received  ;  and  in  order  to  be  sci- 
entifically received  the  recipient  must  have  been  trained  to 
discriminate  and  to  generalize,  to  construct  and  to  judge.  The 
devotee  and  expert  in  chemistry,  geology,  and  physiology,  is  so 
entranced  with  the  wonders  of  his  favorite  pursuit,  and  so  in- 
terested in  the  processes  required  for  successful  research  and 
experiment,  as  well  as  in  the  products  which  these  researches 
and  experiments  evolve,  that  he  cannot  conceive  it  possible 
that  any  mind  at  any  stage  of  culture  should  fail  to  be  excited 
by  his  own  enthusiasm  and  be  stimulated  to  his  favorite  labors. 
He  says  to  himself  and  to  the  public :  "  Only  give  me  the 
same  opportunities  which  the  teaoher  of  words  has  so  long 
asserted  to  himself,  and  the  training  which  I  will  effect  will  be 
as  much  more  complete  than  any  which  the  old  systems  have 
accomplished,  as  the  products  are  more  usefnl  and  instructive. 
Only  give  me  a  college  in  which  Chemistry  and  Physiology, 
Mechanics  and  Geography,  Mineralogy  and  Geology  shall 
take  the  place  of  the  Classics,  and  I  will  produce  enthusi- 
astic students  and  splendid  philosophers."  He  tries  the  ex- 
periment, but  the  difficulty  is  still  encountered  to  awaken 
enthusiasm  and  scientific  power  in  undisciplined  or  half  dis- 
ciplined minds — to  stretch  a  narrow  intellect  wide  enough  to 
receive  a  large  truth,  or  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  mani- 
fold reach  of  philosophical  relations. 

We  venture  to  say  that  in  every  instance  in  which  a  scien- 
tific education  has  been  substituted  for  one  that  is  classical  or 
liberal,  there  have  been  as  many  failures  of  the  highest  con- 
ceivable success  as  are  charged  upon  the  colleges.  The  classes 
have  contained  their  due  proportion  of  dullards  and  laggards^ 
and  this  not  for  the  reason  that  these  long  for  other  forms  of 
intellectual  activity,  but  because  they  self-indulgently  dislike 
any  activity  at  all,  or  are  naturally  slow  and  dull,  or  have 
been  forced — more  usually  have  forced  themselves — into  studies 
for  which  they  are  not  prepared  by  the  mastery  of  their  ele- 
ments.   Scientific  and   Technological  schools,  we  are  confi- 
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dent,  do  not  show  a  better  average  of  diligence  or  of  enccess, 
than  do  the  classical  and  liberal,  where  everything  else  is  equal. 
It  will  even  be  fonnd  that  a  cnrricnlnm  consisting  exclnsively 
of  scientific  and  useM  studies,  if  equally  elementary,  equally 
long,  equally  thorough  and  equally  remote  from  any  foreseen 
applications  in  life,  will  awaken  less  interest  and  zeal  and 
emulation,  than  a  curriculum  of  exclusively  classical  and  lite- 
rary subjects,  and  this  for  the  twofold  reason  that  the  study  of 
nature,  as  natural  history,  requires  special  tastes,  which  are  as 
limited  in  their  prevalence  as  they  are  intense  in  their 
energy — and  that  the- power  to  grasp  the  science  of  nature  is 
as  slow  and  late  in  its  development,  as  it  is  comprehensive  and 
splendid  in  its  rare  perfection.  » 

We  contend,  moreover,  that  such  a  training,  if  it  were  more 
uniformly  successful  in  itd  results,  would  not  as  a  discipline  t^ke 
the  place  of  that  which  the  study  of  language  imparts  and  in- 
volves, for  the  reason  that  it  neither  requires  so  subtle  a  use 
of  the  intellect,  nor  one  that  is  so  manifold  and  various.  The 
Physical  sciences  do  indeed  bring  us  in  contact  with  nature^  and 
invite  us  to  discover  or  contemplate  her  laws.  But  Literary 
studies  confront  us  with  man  as  exhibited  either  in  the  refined 
relations  of  thought  and  feeling  that  have  been  inwrought 
into  the  structure  of  language,  or  in  the  expressions  of  thought 
and  feeling  that  are  conveyed  by  literature.  They  are  proper- 
ly and  preeminently  human  and  humanizing  studies,  inasmuch 
as  they  continually  present  man  to  us  in  the  various  workings 
of  his  higher  nature.  Hence  they  prepare  us  for  that  more 
abstruse  and  fonnal  study  of  man,  which  is  the  science  of  the 
soul  in  all  its  forms  and  applications,  as  psychology,  ethics, 
politics,  law,  and  sociology.  Man  and  nature  are  alike  the 
works  of  God.  The  science  of  each  naturally  leads  us  to 
God,  but  surely  neither  the  mechanism  of  the  masses  of  the 
universe,  nor  the  chemistry  of  its  molecules,  nor  the  history  of 
the  development  of  its  forces,  are  better  fitted  to  bring  us  any 
nearer  to  Him  than  the  constitution  and  workings  of  the  soul, 
with  its  manifestations  in  literature,  and  its  developments  in 
human  history. 

From  whatever  point  of  view  we  regard  the  study  of  the 
sciences,  especially  those  which  have  been  so  greatly  enlarged 
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in  the  present  century — as  Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  Geology, 
and  Physical  Geography,  Zoology,  Botany,  with  Practical 
Engineering  and  Practical  Astronomy — the  only  course  which 
is  practicable  is  to  teach  their  fundamental  principles  in  the 
college,  and  their  details  and  applications  in  a  special  school  of 
Science  or  of  Technology.  To  attempt  any  other  course  is 
alike  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  Education  and  of  Science. 
The  man  who  would  be  accomplished  in  any  of  these  sciences, 
must,  in  a  certain  sense,  become  a  devotee,  sometimes  almost 
a  martyr,  to  its  cause.  He  must  accumulate  vast  stores  of 
facts  and  details,  must  reduce  them  tor  classified  order,  must 
retain  them  within  his  grasp,  must  pursue  inquiries  and  re- 
searches of  his  own,  and  must  be  alert  to  receive  and  record 
the  reports  of  those  of  others.  Hence,  other  things  being 
equal,  he  has  the  greater  need  of  a  previous  general  discipline 
and  culture.  If  he  is  to  be  a  philosopher,  in  distinction  from 
a  scientific  artisan,  he  will  gain  more  than  almost  any  other 
class  of  professional  men  from  a  preliminary  and  classical  course 
such  as  the  college  furnishes,  for  the  reason  that  his  subsequent 
pursuits  tend  to  withdraw  him  more  entirely  from  the  field  of 
general  culture.  The  Scientific  School  does  well  to  supply 
these  defects,  so  far  as  it  may,  by  combining  with  its  more 
thorough  training  in  the  special  sciences,  instruction  and  disci- 
pline in  the  languages  and  literature,  in  history  and  philos- 
ophy, but  it  cannot  give  the  breadth  and  energy  which  the 
larger  and  more  liberal  discipline  of  the  college  is  fitted  to 
impart.  We  are  well  aware  that  some  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed philosophers  in  the  special  sense  of  the  term,  in  the  new 
and  the  old  world,  have  had  no  advantages  of  classical  or 
academical  training.  We  remember  that  Davy  and  Faraday 
began  their  studies  in  the  laboratory,  but  these  most  gifted 
geniuses  would  have  shone  no  less  brightly  in  the  domain  of 
philosophy,  had  they  been  disciplined  in  other  directions 
earlier  in  life,  as  they  themselves  would  have  been  the  fore- 
most to  acknowledge.  If,  then,  the  college  teaches  the  grand 
sciences  of  nature,  in  their  principles  and  leading  truths,  in 
their  elements  and  their  logic — allowing  some  range  and 
opportunity  for  those  who  have  special  tastes  to  cultivate 
and  discipline — and  then  provides  special  schools  in  which 
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these  seiencee  may  be  thoroaghly  mastered  in  a  scientific  and 
technical  way,  it  does  all  that  it  ought.  To  attempt  to  bring 
the  two  curricula  into  close  relations,  or  to  force  them  into 
unnatural  and  incongruous  alliances,  is  to  injure  both  science 
and  discipline,  as  well  as  to  assume  higher  functions  and  a  more 
pretentious  name  than  the  college  can  lawfully  claim  for  itself. 
That  there  is  no  magic — except  the  magic  of  pretention — ^in 
the  name  of  a  university,  without  a  preparation  for  its  appro- 
priate instruction  on  the  part  of  professors  and  hearers,  we 
shall  endeavor  to  show  in  its  proper  place. 

The  only  branches  or  departments  of  study  which  remains  for 
us  to  consider,  are  the  Mathematics  and  General  Physics. 
These  two  are  so  closely  connected  that  they  may  be  regarded 
as  one.  We  have  already  noticed  the  fact  that  the  advocates 
of  the  so-called  useful  studies  always  include  in  them,  both 
Mathematics  and  Physics,  and  that  the  real  or  technological 
schools  invariably  comprehend  in  their  curriculum  the  pure 
mathematics,  and  often  require  the  study  of  the  most  refined 
branches  of  the  same.  But  the  pure  mathematics,  both  ele- 
mentary and  advanced,  are  the  least  directly  practical  of  any 
sciences.  It  is  only  because  of  their  necessity  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  applied  sciences  and  arts,  that  they  are  so  readily 
admitted  into  the  circle  of  practical  and  useful  knowledge. 
The  opponents  of  classical  and  humanistic  studies  are  heard 
occasionally  to  insist  upon  the  disciplinary  influence  of  the 
mathematics,  and  to  contrast  them  with  the  languages  in 
this  respect.  Whenever  they  do  this  they  forsake  the  ground 
on  which  they  usually  plant  themselves,  that  no  studies  are 
to  be  pursued  solely  or  chiefly  for  their  disciplinary  value. 

We  observe,  again,  that  in  our  country  there  are  few 
persons  who  insist  either  on  the  entire  disuse  of  the  classics  in 
favor  of  the  mathematics,  or  on  the  disuse  of  the  mathematics 
in  favor  of  the  classics.  The  only  representatives  of  the 
former  view  are  the  guardians  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point. 
But  even  they  do  not  hold  the  opinion  that  the  curriculum  in 
that  institution  is  a  model  for  general  education,  but  only  that 
it  is  the  best  adapted  as  a  training  for  military  life.  Whether 
they  are  wise  in  this  opinion  is  a  question  open  to  dis- 
cussion. We  have  no  occasion  to  discuss  this  question  here. 
The  other  alternative  opinion  is  held  only  in  limited  circles. 
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The  University  of  Oxford  and  a  few  of  the  great  schools  of 
England  alone  give  excessive  and  almost  exclusive  prominence 
to  the  classics. 

It  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  in  the  colleges  of  this  country 
the  Mathematics  and  Physics  have  had  the  preponderance 
over  the  classics,  and  that  of  late  they  have  been  rather  gain- 
ing than  losing  ground.  That  they  ought  to  be  retained  and 
cultivated  will  be  questioned  by  none.  That  they  ought  to  be 
exclusively  or  chiefly  pursued,  is  believed  by  few.  The  pre- 
cise proportion  which  they  should  claim  in  a  curriculum,  we 
will  not  here  discuss.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  were  we  to  estimate  the  usefulness  of  a  branch  of  study 
by  the  number  of  persons  who  pursue  it  with  enthusiasm  and 
eminent  success,  the  mathematics  would  fall  far  behind  the 
classics.  It  was  not  only  true  in  the  college  class  of  which 
President  White  was  a  member,  but  it  is  in  all  college  classes, 
that  those  who  dislike  the  mathematics  greatly  outnumber 
those  who  dislike  the  classics ;  yet  the  advocates  for  conge- 
nial or  utilitarian  studies,  do  not  usually  recommend  that  the 
mathematics  should  be  abandoned,  because  they  are  abstruse 
and  unpractical.  The  reason  is  obvious:  the  mathematics 
are  essential  that  the  student  may  master  what  is  called 
science,  and  must  be  studied  whether  they  are  liked  or  dis- 
liked; or  the  mathematics  must  be  learned  in  order  that 
the  mind  of  the  pupil  may  be  disciplined  to  that  acnte- 
ness  and  self-control  which  the  higher  scientific  investigations 
and  processes  imperatively  require.  In  either  view,  the  prin- 
ple  is  admitted  by  those  who  profess  to  reject  it,  that  knowl- 
edge and  study  may  be  disciplinary  when  they  are  not  directly 
useful  as  acquisitions. 

Throughout  our  discussion,  thus  far,  we  have  assumed  that 
certain  studies  may  be  of  the  greatest  value  for  discipline  which 
possess  no  other  obvious  and  direct  utility.  This  is  denied  or 
overlooked  by  many ;  or  at  least  it  is  urged  that  if  a  study  is 
also  useful,  this  does  not  hinder  it  from  being  also  disciplinary. 
It  is  also  urged  that  the  range  of  studies  which  are  both  useful 
and  disciplinary  is  so  large  that  no  study  should  be  selected 
for  its  disciplinary  utility  alone.  We  have  seen  that  this  rule 
is  not  adhered  to  in  tlie  case  of  the  mathematics,  even  by  the 
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donghtiest  championB  of  utility.  We  are  tempted  to  add  a 
word  here  in  defense  of  the  opinion  that  certain  studies  are  to  be 
selected  chiefly  because  of  their  disciplinary  value.  Its  truth  will 
be  more  manifest  from  the  consideration  that  the  employments 
and  sports  of  childhood  and  youth  are  chiefly  disciplinary  and 
gymnastic  in  their  influence  and  effect.  The  acquisition  of 
permanent  stores  of  knowledge  is  not  the  best  result  of  the  rest- 
less sportiveness  of  childhood,  and  the  unceasing  excitements 
of  youth ;  but  it  is  the  sagacity,  the  self-reliance,  the  quickness 
and  self-control,  and  every  other  good  habit  which  is  gathered 
from  those  bright  and  busy  years.  The  school-life  of  the 
child  and  youth  is  not  so  valuable  for  the  knowledge  , which  it 
imparts,  as  for  the  power  and  skill  to  which  it  trains.  What 
the  boy  brings  away  in  his  memory,  whatever  be  the  subject 
studied,  is  worth  something;  but  compared  with  the  many 
years  of  study,  and  the  multitude  of  lessons  repeated,  these  ac- 
quisitions are  but  meager.  What  he  brings  in  the  power  to 
learn,  to  judge,  and  to  apply  are  acquisitions  that  cannot  be 
estimated  too  highly.  The  man,  when  mature,  can  quickly 
master  the  lesson,  or  analyze  the  argument,  or  resolve  the 
problem  which  would  have  cost  him  many  a  weary  hour  in  his 
childhood,  and  he  imagines  that  some  method  should  and  may  be 
devised  by  which  the  forces  of  childhood  should  be  more  econom- 
ically utilized.  The  child,  he  reasons,  has  time  enough  to  learn 
a  whole  encyclopaedia  of  facts,  and  it  is  a  pity  and  a  shame 
that  he  does  not.  Only  put  him  wisely  to  school,  and  give 
him  the  right  description  of  facts,  and  he  will  bring  away  un- 
told treasures  for  his  manhood.  Perhaps  he  may,  but  if  he  is 
not  also  disciplined  to  the  power  to  master  and  hold  these  facts, 
of  what  avail  are  his  lessons  and  opportunities !  By  the  s&me 
method  of  reasoning  it  follows  that  if  he  learns  such  facts 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  train  his  powers  to  judge,  discriminate 
and  reason,  his  childhood  and  youth,  however  richly  freighted 
with  facts  and  information,  have  been  almost  wasted. 

We  contend  that  if  most  of  the  employments  and  sports  of 
childhood  and  yolith  are  chiefly  valuable  so  far  as  they  are  dis- 
ciplinary to  power  and  goodness,  the  presumption  is  that,  in 
the  studies  of  school  and  college  life,  the  same  principle  will 
hold  good.     Unless  it  can  be  decisively  proved  that  the  so- 
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called  useful  studies  are  as  efficient  in  their  disciplinary  capacity 
and  effect,  it  forms  no  objection  to  a  study  that  its  acqui- 
sitions cannot  be  used.  Its  acquisitions  of  the  nobler  sort  can- 
not but  be  used.  They  are  not  recorded  in  the  memory  indeed,  but 
they  are  inwrought  and  ingrained  into  the  very  structure  of  the 
intellectual  and  active  powers,  and  they  make  themselves  mani- 
fest, not  merely  now  and  then  when  a  fact  is  to  be  recalled  and 
a  date  corrected,  but  on  every  occasion  on  which  the  man  is 
calledto  think,  speak,  or  write;  tofeel,re8olve,  or  act;  to  delib- 
erate, advise,  or  inspire. 

Thus  far  our  attention  has  been  occupied  with  the  studies 
pursued  in  college.  We  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  course 
or  curriculum  is,  in  its  general  features,  wisely  arranged,  and 
that  the  prominence  given  to  the  classics  and  mathematics 
should  never  be  abandoned.  These  two  studies,  we  believe, 
must,  and  ever  will  be  regarded  as  the  great  pillars  on  which 
any  education  which  deserves  to  be  called  liberal  must  always 
rest.  The  so-called  colleges  or  universities  which  do  not  re- 
quire or  presuppose  these  studies  may  assume  the  name  of  a 
college  or  university,  but  they  are  not  true  to  the  meaning 
and  spirit  of  either. 

But  while  we  defend  the  curriculum  of  studies  that  is  en- 
forced in  the  American  Colleges,  we  do  not  contend  that  the 
administration  of  it  is  not  attended  by  certain  incidental  evils 
against  which  both  instructors  and  pupils  need  to  be  defended 
by  constant  alertness  and  care.  There  are  also  many  improve- 
ments and  reforms  which  can  be  introduced  as  the  appliances 
of  these  colleges  are  increased,  and  as  the  corps  of  instruction 
makes  progress  in  numbers,  in  cultivation,  and  in  devotion  to 
its  work.  We  hope  also  for  very  great  advances  from  the 
improved  cultivation  of  the  community  and  the  quickening  in- 
fluences of  a  higher  civilization. 

What  the  colleges  need  first  of  all,  is  a  more  uniformly  ade- 
quate preparation  on  the  part  of  those  admitted  to  their  privi- 
leges. Any  organized  institution  of  learning  must  prescribe 
some  conditions  of  admission,  whether  one  curriculum  of  studies 
is  enforced  upon  all,  whether  it  provides  for  many  parallel  or 
optional  courses,  or  whether  it  admits  students  for  a  longer  or 
a  shorter  period.    Just  so  far  as  it  professes  to  admit  all  comers 
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at  all  stages  of  preparation,  and  to  teach  them  any  or  every- 
thing which  they  need  or  desire  to  study,  j^st^ln  that  measure 
is  it  near  the  chaotic  or  amDrphic  condition,  or  rather  is  it  like 
one  of  those  reptiles  which  were  supposed  to  be  produced  from 
the  slime  of  the  Nile ;  the  foreparts  organized,  and  the  remain- 
der, as  Richard  Baxter  says,  ^^  plain  mudP 

It  being  granted  that  some  preparation  is  required  by  nature 
and  necessity,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  enforced  by  law,  in 
order  that  any  course  of  study  may  be  pursued  by  even  a  few 
persons  together,  it  is  obvious  that  the  further  this  preparation 
is  advanced,  and  the  more  uniformly  it  is  reached,  the  higher 
and  more  complete  is  the  work  which  the  college  can  do.  If 
the  grounding  or  drill  work  in  the  classics  which  is  essential  to 
any  progress  or  pleasure  in  the  study  of  the  higher  relations 
of  the  ancient  languages  and  literature,  is  not  attained  in  the 
preparatory  school,  it  must  be  performed  in  the  college.  If 
the  elements  ot  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  and  Geometry  are  not 
thoroughly  mastered  before  entering  college  they  must  in 
some  way  be  taught  and  learned  afterwards,  at  whatever  cost 
or  disadvantage.  K  a  part  of  the  students  are  well  taught,  and 
a  large  part  are  imperfectly  prepared,  the  college  course  must 
be  adjusted  to  the  average  condition  of  the  class,  and  the  dis- 
gust, ennui^  and  negligence  of  some,  and  the  discourage- 
ment and  disheartening  of  the  others,  will  be  certain  to  follow. 
The  fact  is  notorious  that  the  preparatory  instruction  in  this 
country  is  not  uniformly  good,  nor  is  it  likely  soon  to  become 
so.  It  is  not  easy  for  one  college  alone,  nor  for  many  com- 
bined, to  bring  it  up  to  any  desired  or  uniform  standard.  So 
many  applicants  for  admission  do,  in  fact,  in  a  good  measure, 
overcome  and  overgrow  the  disabilities  which  are  incident  to 
this  imperfect  preparation,  that  it  is  impracticable  to  arrest 
many  in  their  course,  especially  if  through  poverty  or  advanced 
age  tliey  have  reason  for  pressing  into  the  college.  The  gate 
which  is  open  wide  enough  to  admit  such  persons,  and  with  no 
very  serious  inconvenience  to  them,  must  admit  others  who 
cannot  or  will  not  redeem  the  promises  which  they  make  or  the 
hoi>es  which  they  excite.  A  brief  or  even  protracted  examina- 
tion, conducted  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  is  not 
always  a  fair  test  of  actual  knowledge,  or  capacity,  or  promise. 
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Least  of  all  is  it  bo  when  condacted  with  strangers  under  the 
special  embarrassments  which  attend  the  entrance  into  col- 
lege. It  may  even  be  unfair  and  unjust  in  proportion  to  its 
minuteness  and  fullness,  if  it  is  conducted  in  the  inhuman  or 
narrow  spirit  of  a  school  pedant  or  a  martinet.  But  the  ex- 
planation of  how  it  happens  that  so  many  enter  college  with- 
out being  prepared  for  its  studies  does  not  in  the  least  relieve 
or  remove  the  evil.  It  does,  however,  remove  the  responsi- 
bility from  the  college  itself  for  doing  so  much  of  that  school 
and  drill  work  which  it  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  do  at  all,  and 
for  failing  to  do  some  of  that  liberal  and  intellectual  work 
which  is  more  appropriate  to  a  higher  institution.  We  cannot 
separate  the  higher  from  the  lower  institutions  of  the  country  ; 
nor,  again,  the  education  of  both  from  the  education  imparted 
by  its  general  culture  and  its  common  life.  The  evils  com- 
plained of  cannot  be  wholly,  nor  can  they  be  immediately  renae- 
died  by  one  college,  nor  by  all  the  colleges  united.  The  im- 
provement must  come  with  the  general  culture  of  the  com- 
munity. So  far  as  the  responsibility  rests  upon  the  managers 
of  the  colleges,  they  ought  to  employ,  and  combine  all  their 
eflfbrts  not  so  much  for  an  ampler  as  for  a  better  preparation  in 
the  classics  and  the  mathematics. 

Nor  should  the  improvement  be  confined  to  these  studies. 
The  capacity  of  many  students  to  turn  the  college  curriculum 
to  better  advantage  results  from  their  deficiency  in  general 
culture  and  the  discipline  and  refinement  which  such  a  culture 
involves.  The  power  of  a  college  to  impart  is  limited  by  the 
capacity  of  the  student  to  receive  and  appropriate  its  mani- 
fold educating  influences.  The  incapacity  of  the  student  to 
receive  may  arise  as  truly  from  his  ignorance  of  English  Gram- 
mar and  Geography,  of  History  and  Rhetoric,  and  even  of 
Natural  History,  as  from  his  weakness  in  Arithmetic  or  the 
Latin  Grammar.  Not  a  few  students  who  are  entirely  com- 
petent to  pass  the  prescribed  examination  with  credit, — of  the 
vulgar  rich  as  well  as  the  vulgar  poor, — are  so  illiterate  and  un- 
informed in  their  general  culture,  and  so  unrefined  in  their 
tastes,  as  to  be  almost  incapable  of  takins;  that  higher  polish  which 
the  college  curriculum  and  the  college  life  are  fitted  to  impart  to 
a  receptive  and  refined  nature.    If  the  colleges  are  to  aim  to  be- 
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come  more  positively  refining  and  liberal  in  their  cultnre,  they 
will  need  yonthe  whose  general  as  well  as  special  training  has 
been  liberal  and  ];pfined  either  at  school  or  at  home. 

No  object  seems  to  ns  more  important  or  more  easily  within 
reach  than  to  elevate  and  improve  the  secondary  or  prepara- 
tory schools  in  these  respects,  as  well  as  in  the  thoroughness  of 
their  scholarship.  The  most  distinguished  and  the  best  en- 
dowed of  these  seminaries  have  confined  their  attention  and 
efforts  too  exclusively  to  the  ends  of  grounding  their  pupils  in 
the  classics  and  the  mathematics.  They  have  made  their  car- 
riculnm  too  exclusively  a  drilling  process.  Abundant  studies 
in  historj'  and  geography,  especially  of  the  ancient  world, 
ought  to  be  connected  with  the  drill  work  of  the  grammar  and 
the  blackboard.  The  analysis  of  Latin  and  Greek  senten- 
ces should  be  enlivened  and  made  intelligible  by  the  analysis 
of  English  sentences  and  phrases  as  well.  The  stiffness  and 
dryness  of  the  ancient  classics,  especially  when  painfully  and 
slowly  construed,  would  be  greatly  alleviated  by  the  concur- 
rent study  of  a  living  language.  The  work  of  Latin  compo- 
sition would  be  brought  home  to  the  comprehension  and  made 
easy  and  familiar  to  the  associations  by  the  daily  practice  of 
French  and  even  of  English  composition  and  phrase  making. 
The  neglect  of  all  these  appliances  and  conditions  of  general 
cultnre  in  too  many  of  the  so-called  classical  schools  of  this 
country  is  inexcusable.  So  long  as  this  neglect  continues,  the 
collies  must  suffer  under  reproaches  which  should  not  prop- 
erly rest  upon  them.  The  advocates  and  laudators  of  our 
public  school  system  as  being  so  ample  and  efficient  for  gene-  • 
ral  culture,  ought  to  inquire  how  it  happens  that  the  system 
which  they  assert  performs  so  important  a  service  for  the 
whole  community,  does  not  provide  the  college  Freshmen  with 
a  more  familiar  knowledge  of  the  so-called  English  branches 
and  the  English  language.  Surely  the  classical  schools  and 
the  classical  colleges  are  not  wholly  at  fault,  that  the  attain- 
ments of  so  many  who  have  enjoyed  the  complete  routine  of 
the  public  as  well  as  of  the  special  schools,  are  so  pitiably  low 
when  they  enter  college. 

But  the  call  and  the  opportunity  for  improvement,  and  it 
may  be  for  reform,  are  not  all  in  the  preparatory  school.    The 
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colleges  themselves,  we  believe,  may  do  mach  to  improve  their 
methods  of  teaching  the  studies  of  their  cnrriculum.  We  do  not 
believe  that  because  the  first  and  direct  ser^ce  of  this  coarse 
is  disciplinary,  that  it  oaght  not  also  to  be  intellectnal  and 
elevating.  On  the  other  hand,  we  contend  that,  as  in  the 
general  education  of  childhood,  the  disciplinary  and  enforced 
should  gradually  pass  over  into  the  intellectual  and  the  volun- 
tary; so  in  the  special  education  of  the  college  the  drill- 
work  should  at  each  successive  stage  give  ampler  and  still 
ampler  place  for  the  reflective  and  sssthetic  activities  of  the 
pupil. 

In  the  mathematics  there  is  less  room  for  such  a  progress. 
The  pure  mathematics  can  never  be  anything  but  a  pure  gym- 
nastic to  sharp  analysis,  to  severe  abstraction,  and,  above  all, 
to  persistent  and  sustained  attention.  Their  charms  must 
always  be  severe ;  the  lights  which  they  reflect  must  ever  be 
colorless  and  dry.  The  practical  uses  to  which  they  may  be 
turned  in  mensuration  and  physics  cannot  divest  them  of  that 
rigid  severity  which  pervades  their  very  essence.  The  Icibor 
ipse  volwptas  in  this  discipline  comes  from  the  consciousness  of 
power  and  from  skill  in  invention.  Upon  the  principles  of  the 
advocates  for  useful  studies  the  mathematics  should  not  be  en- 
forced at  all.  But  even  on  the  principle  that  many  studies  are 
valuable  chiefly  as  a  gymnastic — "  the  grindstone  theory,"  as 
Mr.  Atkinson  calls  it — it  deserves  to  be  considered  whether  the 
mathematics  are  not  carried  too  far  for  their  highest  efficiency 
in  a  general  course;  whether  excessive  tediousness  and  painful 
*  drudgery  are  not  sometimes  the  effects  of  driving  a  class  into 
too  minute  calculations,  or  vexing  them  with  manifold  prob- 
lems. The  too  rrmoh  is  better  than  the  too  little^  but  the 
danger  is  that  a  factitious  importance  may  be  attached  to  these 
studies  which  is  derived  from  the  axiomatic  assumptions  of  the 
self-styled  men  of  science  that  the  mathematics  are  for  no  rea- 
son to  be  curtailed — that  the  more  the  student  hjas  of  their 
abstractions  the  more  concrete,  practical,  and  useful  is  his 
training.  The  students  not  looking  at  the  matter  from  this 
point  of  view,  may  not  be  animated  with  a  kindred  enthusi- 
asm for  a  period  indefinitely  long.      We    advocate    most 
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earnestly  an  enforced  and  a  rigorous  mathematical  discipline, 
but  in  a  course  of  general  education  we  would  not  have  it  us^ 
lesslj  or  injuriously  prolonged.  Let  it  terminate  when  its 
b^t  disciplinary  work  is  done.  Ihe  college  is  not  bound 
to  yield  to  the  exactions  of  the  scientists,  and  prepare  all  its 
pupils  for  the  principia  of  Newton  or  the  calculations  of  La 
Place. 

The  drill- work  of  classical  study  may  also  be  exchanged  by 
degrees  for  those  higher  enjoyments  to  which  the  ancient 
writers  invite  when  their  works  are  read  as  literature,  or  are 
studied  with  logical  or  sssthetic  analysis,  or  are  recited  with 
a  distinct  regard  to  rhetorical  praxis  and  improvement.  Here 
the  question  presents  itself,  whether  mere  grammatical  analysis 
has  not  been  pushed  to  a  one-sided  extreme  so  as  to  be  over^ 
refined,  unnecessarily  complicated,  and  nnreasonably  pro- 
longed ;  whether  in  the  modern  form  in  which  it  is  taught,  it 
is  not  both  prematurely  enforced  and  unwisely  continued ;  and 
whether  the  importance  which  is  attached  to  it  has  not 
seriously  interfered  with  some  more  important  benefits  which 
might  be  derived  from  another  method  of  classical  study.  We 
speak  of  the  modem  form  of  classical  grammar,  and  we  refer  to 
those  etymological  analyses  and  constructions  which  are  better 
fitted  to  interest  comparative  philologists  than  tyros  in  the 
Latin  and  Greek  derivations  and  paradigms,  and  to  those  syn- 
tactical rules  which  are  more  easily  followed  by  the  philosophi- 
cal grammarian  or  the  metaphysical  student  of  language,  than 
they  can  be  by  the  less  advanced  pupil.  The  modem  system 
is  immensely  superior  to  the  ancient  in  its  gymnastic  results, 
and,  indeed,  to  those  who  can  compass  it,  in  its  logical  and 
psychological  discipline.  But  it  is  an  open  question  which 
we  desire  may  be  definitely  proposed  and  thoroughly  discussed, 
whether  the  gymnastic  is  not  sometimes  premature  and  over 
driven,  and  whether  in  some  of  its  consequences  it  does  not 
supersede  very  important  influences  of  classical  study,  as  well 
as  weaken  faith  in,  and  enthusiasm  for,  classical  study  itself. 

Prof.  Francis  Bowen's  remarks  upon  this  point  seem  emi- 
nently worthy  of  attention.  "  Formerly  we  studied  grammar 
in  order  to  read  the  classics ;  nowadays  the  classics  seem  to 
be  studied  as  a  means  of  leaming  grammar.    Surely  a  more 
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eflfectual  means  could  not  have  been  invented  of  rendering  the 
pupil  insensible  to  the  beauties  of  the  ancient  poets,  orators, 
and  historians,  of  inspiring  disgust  alike  with  Homer  and  Vir- 
gil, Xenophon  and  Tacitus,  than  to  make  their  words  mere 
pegs  on  which  to  hang  long  disquisitions  on  the  latest  refine- 
ments in  philology,  and  elaborate  attempts  to  systematize 
euphonic  changes  and  other  free  developments  of  stems  and 
roots."  '^  Classical  learning  seems  to  me  to  have  steadily  de- 
clined in  this  country  of  late  years,  in  respect  both  to  the 
numbers  of  its  votaries  and  to  its  estimation  with  the  public  at 
large,  just  in  proportion  as  its  professors  and  teachers  have 
diminished  the  time  and  effort  bestowed  on  reading  the  clas- 
sics, in  order  to  enforce  more  minute  attention  to  the  mysteries 
of  Ureek  accentuation  and  the  metaphysics  of  the  subjunctive 
mood."     Olaesical  SPudies^  pp.  23,  24. 

The  protest  in  Great  Britain  is  equally  earnest  and  strong 
against  the  use  of  a  cumbrous  grammar — whether  the  old  or  the 
new — at  the  beginning  of  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  the 
continuance  of  this  use  so  as  to  displace  the  extensive  reading 
of  classical  authors  and  the  acquisition  of  a  copious  vocabulary 
of  Greek  and  Latin  words.  In  the  opinion  of  many,  the  cause 
of  classical  learning  is  brought  into  serious  danger  from  the 
two-fold  exposure  to  verse  composition  and  what  is  called  **  high 
grammar."  Matthew  Arnold  insists  that  as  the  result  of  the 
present  discussions,  ^'  for  the  mass  of  boys  the  Latin  and 
Greek  composition  will  be  limited  as  we  now  limit  our  French, 
Italian,  and  German  composition,  to  the  exercises  of  transla- 
tion auxiliary  to  acquiring  any  knowledge  soundly ;  and  the 
verbal  scholarship  vriil  be  limited  to  learning  the  eleraeotary 
grammar  and  common  forms  and  laws  ot  the  language  >vith  a 
thoroughness  which  cannot  be  too  exact,  and  which  may  easily 
be  more  exact  than  that  which  we  now  attain  with  our  much 
more  ambitious  grammatical  studies."  JSchoole  and  Univer- 
eities^  etc,^  p.  26(j. 

In  the  best  American  collies  the  grammatical*  analysis  is 

far  more  minute,  comprehensive,  and  philosophical   tiian  it 

was  a  generation  ago.    Ho  one  can  doubt  that  as  a  gymnastic 

it  is  far  more  efficient,  and  that  the  student  brings  away  from 

t  a  far  more  perfect  discipline,  as  well  as  a  better  grounded 
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knowledge  of  the  history  aud  structure  of  the  languages  them- 
selves. This  discipline  has  been  of  immense  service  to  those 
who  have  taught  the  languages  to  others,  as  well  as  to  all  who 
have  proceeded  to  the  study  of  special  or  general  philology.  It 
is  questionable,  however,  whether  it  has  conduced  to  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  literature,  or  to  a  warmer 
enthusiasm  for  the  reading  of  the  ancient  authors.  It  is  con- 
tended by  its  defenders  that  the  decline  of  zeal  and  activity  in 
these  directions  is  owing  to  other  causes ;  among  which  the 
modern  methods  of  teaching  cannot  be  enumerated.  We 
will  not  discuss  the  question  here.  We  observe,  however,  that 
since  the  introduction  of  the  modem  system,  the  lessons  in  the 
classics  have  been  materially  shortened,  and  the  use  of  trans- 
lations has  become  frightfully  prevalent.  The  lessons  must  be 
short,  if  the  whole  of  each  is  to  be  (malyzed  by  the  student  in 
the  class-room.  The  construing  of  a  short  lesson  can  be  easily 
mastered  by  the  aid  of  a  translation.  On  the  other  hand,  to 
read  several  pages  with  a  translation  is  onerous,  and  the  indo- 
lent and  self-indulgent  would  soon  find  that  it  saves  little,  if 
any,  labor.  The  superior  scholars  are  soon  at  home  in  the 
more  frequently  recurring  relations  of  etymology  and  syntax, 
and  they  readily  master  the  short  exercises  for  translation, 
whether  they  do  or  do  not  resort  to  an  English  version.  As  a 
consequence,  alter  they  reach  a  certain  point  of  attainment  their 
enei^ies  are  occupied  in  o^her  directions.  They  either  tire  of 
da^ical  study,  or  fail  to  be  inspired  with  a  high  literary  in- 
terest in  it.  The  scholars  of  a  middling  rank  use  translations 
without  scruple,  and  expend  their  chief  energies  upon  the 
ever  recurring  analysis.  By  dint  of  effort  they,  in  a  sort, 
master  it,  but  it  is  at  the  sacrifice  of  what,  at  a  certain 
stage  of  the  mind's  development,  is  of  greater  importance 
to  the  general  scholar.  The  dull  labor  on  in  the  same  pain- 
ful round,  with  scarce  a  gleam  of  light.  Poor  fellows  I  They 
get  little  comfort  from  the  grammar,  but  perhaps  they  might 
learn  to  read  their  "  small  Latin  and  less  Greek "  with 
some  satisfaction,  if  there  were  more  of  both  assigned  them. 
The  negligent  rely  on  their  tact  at  improvising,  being  guided 
by  familiarity  with  the  teacher's  oft  returning  questions, 
and  hastily  run  over  the  short  lesson  of  the   day  with   the 
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help  of  an  English  version.  Our  own  opinion  is  a  layman's, 
and  we  oflFer  it  with  diffidence.  We  would  like  however  that 
the  following  experiment  should  be  fairly  tried.  Let  the  time 
of  short  lessons  and  of  special  analysis  terminate  with  the 
Freshman  year  or  a  little  later.  To  grammatical  exercises, 
as  a  chief  matter,  and  the  hopelessly  dull  or  willfully  neg- 
ligent who  have  failed  thoroughly  to  master  them,  we  would 
say,  "  There  is  a  time  for  all  things ;  the  grammar  has 
had  its  chance  for  you,  and  you  have  had  your  chance  at 
the  grammar."  Let  both  go  their  own  way.  They  must 
give  way  to  something  better :  foipknoaav.  For  the  remain- 
der of  the  course  let  the  lessons  be  very  long  in  com- 
paratively easy  Latin  and  Greek  authors.  Let  them  be  so 
long  that  the  use  of  translations  should  be  either  super- 
fluous or  even  burdensome.  Let  the  ^^ ponies^-  and  the  ^* pig- 
mies'*^ who  ride  upon  them,  be  fairly  drowned  out  by  the 
quantity  of  the  text  which  is  giv^en  out  to  be  read.  Let  the 
attention  be  directed  to  the  import  of  the  matter,  to  the 
logical  connections  and  transitions  of  the  thoughts,  to  the 
peculiarities  of  diction  and  to  a  constant  praxis  in  felicitous  and 
idiomatic  English  rendering;  the  possibility  being  always  held 
in  reserve  and  not  sparingly  applied,  of  exposing  presumption 
and  neglect  by  test  questions  in  respect  to  grammar  or  mean- 
ing. Let  the  examinations  be  close  upon  the  instructions  and 
an^yses  of  the  teacher,  and  let  rapid  and  current  reading 
be  encouraged,  with  frequent  reviews,  for  the  sake  of  enlarging 
one's  vocabulary.  Let  reading  by  phrases  and  by  the  eye,  with- 
out reconstructing  the  words  after  the  English  order,  be  recom- 
mended and  enforced.  Let  an  intellectual  spirit,  and  an 
sesthetic  feeling  for  the  peculiarities  in  thought  and  diction 
of  the  author  read,  be  earnestly  fostered.  It  weems  to  us  that 
the  experiment  deserves  to  be  tried,  and  that  it  could  not  fail 
to  be  attended  with  gratitying  success.  Should  this  experi- 
ment be  thought  too  radical,  it  might  be  tried  occasionally,  by 
giving  up  to  it  the  whole  or  part  of  a  college  term.  Or  after 
the  end  of  the  Freshman  year  the  two  descriptions  of  lessons 
and  examinations  might  be  interchanged;  longer  or  shorter 
periods  being  allotted  to  each,  at  the  instructor's  discretion. 

The  question  also  deserves  to  be  considered  whether  the  in- 
terests of  classical  education  have  not  suffered  very  seriously  by 
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commencing  the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek  too  early,  and  thus 
burdening  the  school  and  college  life  with  a  sense  of  tedium 
and  monotony  inseparable  from  early  school  lessons  in  lan- 
guage remote  from  familiar  associations,  and  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  lessons  in  the  same  language  for  a  period  of  ten  or 
twelve  years.  If  these  studies  were  delayed  to  the  ages  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen,  and  meanwhile  the  youths  were  thoroughly 
drilled  in  a  single  living  language,  and  taught  to  write  and 
speak  it  correctly  and  readily,  the  Latin  and  Greek  themselves 
would  be  commenced  with  very  great  advantage,  and  would 
be  prosecuted  with  a  far  more  intelligent  and  freshened  in- 
terest. We  are  quite  certain,  that,  so  far  as  the  objections  to 
the  study  of  the  classics  have  any  show  of  reason,  they  are 
derived  from  imperfect  methods  of  teaching  and  studying. 
Such  objections  can  be  effectually  answered  by  a  change  in 
these  methods;  and  he  is  the  truest  friend  to  classical  cul- 
ture and  college  discipline  who  holds  himself  ready  to  consider 
how  far  such  changes  are  expedient  or  practicable.  Our  ear- 
nest interest  in  this  matter  arises  from  our  desire  that  a  new 
enthusiasm  may  be  kindled  in  classical  studies.  We  are  espe- 
cially earnest  that  the  taste  for  Greek  literature,  and  the  in- 
terest in  the  Greek  language,  should  be  fostered  in  the  col- 
leges of  this  country,  as  one  of  the  essential  conditions  of  a 
generous  and  refined  culture.  The  Latin  language  is  so 
much  more  perfectly  mastered  as  to  need  less  fostering  care. 

We  are  also  somewhat  alarmed  at  the  spirit  of  mere  routine 
and  mechanical  study  for  present  effect  in  the  clas^fnd  examin- 
ation room,  which  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  in  our  colleges, 
especially  in  the  oldest  and  the  best.  We  regard  with  some 
anxiety  the  decay  of  the  enthusiasm  in  study,  and  of  the  love 
of  knowledge  for  its  own  sake  which  seem  to  attend  the  oper- 
ation of  the  college  system.  We  had  intended  to  discuss  this 
as  a  separate  topic  among  several  others  which  are  appropriate 
to  our  theme.  But  it  properly  belongs  to  the  consideration 
of  general  rather  than  of  special  instruction.  This  subject, 
with  the  others  of  which  we  had  intended  to  treat,  cannot  be 
included  within  the  limits  of  this  Article,  and  must  be  deterred 
to  another  occasion,  if  they  are  discussed  at  all. 

VOL.  xxvm.  8 
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Article  V.— PROF.  PORTER'S  WORK  ON  THE  HUMAN 
INTELLECT. 

The  Rumcm  Intellect :  with  cm  Introduction  upon  Psychol- 
ogy and  the  Sovl.  By  Noah  Pobteb,  D.  D.,  Clark  Professor 
of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Metaphysics  in  Yale  College. 
New  York :   Charles  Scribner  &  Co.    1868.    8vo.    pp.  673. 

We  hail,  with  great  interest,  the  publication  of  an  extended 
treatise  by  Prof.  Porter  of  Yale  College,  on  the  fundamental 
subject  of  Psychology. 

Such  a  work,  by  any  competent  and  careful  writer,  is  always 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  improvement  of  the  public  mind ; 
bat  those  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  fitness  of 
Prof.  Porter  for  the  task  will  rejoice  that  he  has  attempted 
it;  and  will  look  with  confidence  for  some  results  of  unusual 
value  from  the  effort. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  successful  book  of  this  kind  can  be  the 
unaided  result  of  individual  eflbrt.  The  difiiculties  of  the 
work  are  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  any  single  hand.  The 
distinctions  involved  are  too  numerous,  their  degrees  of  im- 
portance too  varied,  their  character  too  subtle,  to  be  all  noted, 
estimated,  and  discerned  aright,  from  the  stand-point  of  any 
one  observ^i^  Hence  philosophy  is  always  written,  not  so 
much  by  individuals,  as  by  schools.  Some  great  and  keen 
observer  of  intellectual  phenomena,  impressed  with  the  inade- 
quacy of  previous  philosophies  to  express  the  truths  which  he 
so  deeply  feels  in  the  recesses  of  his  own  conscfousness,  labors 
after  some  modes  of  conceiving  them  which  shall  better 
accomplish  the  end.  Some  new  forms  of  thought,  or  of  ex- 
pression, are  adopted, — some  improved  terminology  is  de- 
vised,— some  keener  analysis  is  attempted, — some  bolder  asser- 
tion is  ventured.  The  laboring  student  prosecutes  his  analysis 
to  a  greater  completeness  than  before,  calls  in  question  accept- 
ed errors, — gives  new  .prominence  to  forgotten  truths, — and 
thus  builds  up  a  new  system  of  philosophy  that  startles   the 
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world  with  the   proaiise  of  a  more  happy  adjustment  of  the 
old  dispates. 

Bat  how  inadequate  is  the  achievement  1  The  new  princi- 
ples are  still  only  imperfectly  conceived,  even  by  their  author. 
His  accepted  rules  of  philosophizing  are  only  partially  carried 
out;  his  best  distinctions  are  only  half  applied.  The  new 
system  is  not,  after  all,  new ;  it  is  only  an  incongruous  com- 
promise between  the  new  and  the  old — new  cloth  upon  the 
old  garment  with  which  our  poor  humanity  was  covering  its 
nakedness.  Some  acute  disciple  of  the  new  scheme  soon  dis- 
covers the  incongruity,  and  makes  haste  to  supply  the  defects 
of  his  master.  He  makes  wider  applications  of  the  novel 
analysis,  gives  additional  extension  to  the  principles  of  the 
system,  and  enables  the  world  to  form  a  better  estimate  of  its 
value.  Some  of  his  master's  eager  claims  are  abandoned  as 
injudicious,  some  of  his  concessions  are  repudiated  as  unneces- 
sary. The  system  gathers  a  consistency  which  it  had  lacked 
before ;  it  b^ins  to  present  itself  in  a  more  complete  form. 
Still,  the  work  is  unfinished.  Another,  and  another,  disciple 
arise  to  carrry  it  on,  until,  at  last,  the  obscurities  are  ex- 
plained, the  inconsistencies  are  removed,  and  the  system 
stands  forth  in  its  full  distinctness.  A  definite  judgment  can 
at  length  bo  formed  of  it ;  and  the  truth  which  had  at  first 
alarmed  by  its  strange  and  uncouth  form,  or  which  had  startled 
by  its  lofty  pretensions,  now,  seen  in  its  true  garb,  and  reduced 
to  its  proper  dimensions,  is  estimated  at  its  real  value,*  and 
finds  its  place  in  the  rising  edifice  of  knowledge. 

Something  like  this  history  has  characterized  the  advance  of 
the  thinking  which  has  now  culminated  in  the  philosophical 
work  of  Prof.  Porter.  The  best  thinking  of  New  England 
for  a  hundred  jrears  past,  is  embodied  in  it.  The  religious 
controversies,  of  which  the  great  Edwards  was  the  originator, 
were  largely  philosophical  in  their  character,  and  stimulated 
inquiry  and  provoked  opposition,  among  a  large  body  of 
writers,  scattered  widely  over  the  land.  The  system  of  the 
father  was  energetically  defended  by  the  son ;  and  the  long 
residence  of  the  latter  at  New  Haven  tended  to  concentrate 
and  deepen  philosophical  inquiry  there.  Active  opposition 
was  not  wanting,  to  show  the  inadequacy  of  the  vindications 
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which  were  offered  as  satisfactory,  and  to  enforce  concessions 
which  had  at  first  been  really,  though  not  nominally,  with- 
held. The  mantle  of  the  younger  Edwards  fell  upon  his 
nephew  and  pupil,  the  eminent  Dr.  Dwight,  who  came  to 
Yale  College  as  its  president  in  the  same  year  in  which  the 
former  left  the  city ;  and  who,  with  increased  liberality  of 
thought,  and  increased  breadth  and  justness  of  view,  main- 
,  tained  the  discussion.  The  philosophical  interest  of  Dwight 
was  imparted  to  his  pupil,  Dr.  Taylor,  and  was  by  him  carried 
out,  with  a  beautiful  enthusiasm,  over  a  far  wider  field  of  in- 
vestigation. At  first  wholly  theological,  it  gradually  became 
more  comprehensive  and  extended,  till  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant principles  of  psychology  had  received  from  his  pene- 
trating and  just  appreciation,  an  elucidation  which  placed 
them  in  a  light  far  more  clear  than  had  ever  illuminated  them 
before  in  all  the  history  of  speculation.  The  legacy  of  his 
principles  and  methods,  Dr.  Taylor  left  to  his  son-in-law,  the 
author  of  the  volume  before  us ;  and  many  a  pregnant  view  of 
philosophical  or  logical  truth,  and  many  a  form  of  kefen  and 
pointed  expression,  throughout  the  work,  attest  the  faithful- 
ness with  which  the  charge  has  been  appreciated,  and  the  suc- 
cess with  which  those  principles  have  been  applied. 

Prof  Porter,  however,  with  whatever  cordial  appreciation 
of  the  labors  of  his  predecessors,  is  no  servile  imitator;  nor 
had  previous  investigation  so  occupied  the  ground  as  to  create 
any  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  his  independent  investiga- 
tion. All  previous  inquiries  of  this  school  had  been  essen- 
tially theological ;  if  not  exclusively  do  in  their  own  nature, 
yet  designedly  so  in  their  bearing.  It  remained  for  him,  in 
the  light  of  whatever  principles  his  predecessors  might  have 
truly  conceived,  to  sally  forth  from  the  narrower  range  of 
theological  speculation,  and  shape  his  course  across  the  open 
sea  of  metaphysical  inquiry. 

To  do  this,  however,  with  any  hope  of  success,  demanded  an 
education  more  comprehensive  than  the  narrow  discipline  of 
any  school  could  at  all  supply  ;  and  Prof.  Porter  has  well 
understood  the  demand.  To  whatever  traditional  advanta- 
ges he  may  have  inherited,  he  has  conscientiously  added 
those  of  the  widest  and  most  varied  culture.     Appreciating 
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most  fully  the  distracted  condition  of  philosophical  opinion, 
amid  the  conflicting  views  of  so  many  opposing  schools,  in 
every  thinking  nation,  he  has  aimed  to  fit  himself  for  his  task 
by  a  complete  acquaintance  with  them  all.  He  has  famil- 
iarized himself  with  the  German  philosophical  style  and  lite- 
ratare,  till  its  most  crabbed  works  are  easy  to  him.  Every 
school  of  thinkers  he  has  followed  in  its  inquiries,  with  a 
patience  and  profundity  of  research  which  have  made  him 
fully  master  of  its  views.  From  the  earliest  to  the  latest  of 
metaphysical  systems,  he  has  unshrinkingly  pursued  his  course, 
penetrating  to  whatever  secret  of  truth  each  one  of  them 
might  possess,  and  never  leaving  it  till  he  had  fully  appre- 
ciated what  had  stimulated  inquiry  and  encouraged  hope 
among  the  profound  thinkers  of  the  past;  He  has  grappled 
with  each  sturdy  disputant  of  our  own  day  in  England,  and 
questioned  each  shadowy  spectre  that  the  psychological  sorcery 
of  Germany  has  evoked  "from  the  vasty  deep"  of  meta- 
phygics ;  and  this  goodly  volume  presents  ,us  with  the  results 
of  his  labors. 

And  truly  the  twelve  labors  of  a  Hercules  are  in  it — not 
one  wanting.  Here  he  engages,  single  handed,  some  lion  or 
boar  that  has  been  wont  to  range  destructively  over  fair 
pastures  of  truth ;  there  he  turns  the  full  stream  of  his  acute 
•  criticism  upon  some  foul  stable  where  unclean  metaphysical 
cattle  have  been  long  heaping  up  impurities,  and  sweeps 
away  the  whole  noxious  accumulation  ;  and  again,  he  slays 
some  monster  that  has  been  wont  to  destroy  our  maidens  and 
our  youths,  without  remorse.  No  labor  has  he  shunned,  and 
no  conflict  has  he  evaded.  By  honest  toil  among  original 
authorities,  he  has  possessed  himself  of  whatever  truth  has  yet 
been  given  to  the  world,  and  understood  and  mastered  what- 
ever error  might  lurk  under  its  shadow;  and  he  has  here 
given  us  a  singularly  brief,  clear,  and  valuable  statement  of 
the  views  of  the  world's  great  thinkers,  with  a  logical  and 
philosophical  estimate  of  each,  that  forms  a  most  useful  man- 
ual to  students  of  philosophy  in  gaining  an  acquaintance  with 
theories,  and,  at  the  same  time,  affords  a  guidance  to  opinion 
that  must  prove  of  the  highest  value  in  winning  the  public 
mind  to  an  acceptance  of  right  views. 
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But  it  is  time  that  we  should  give  our  readers  some  particu- 
lar account  of  the  structure  and  contents  of  the  book  itself. 

For  the  method  of  the  author,  then,  we  may  say  that  he  re- 
fuses to  range  himself  under  the  banner  of  any  leader.  Per- 
haps the  most  brief  and  comprehensive  statement  that  we  can 
make  of  his  aim  and  method,  is  to  say  that  he  seeks  to  com- 
bine the  merits  of  the  two  great  schools  of  recent  speculation — 
the  Scotch  and  the  German.  He  would  unite  the  solid  intelli- 
gence and  the  practical  views  of  the  one,  with  the  exact 
method  and  the  scientific  aims  of  the  other — the  common 
sense  of  Hamilton  with  the  critical  spirit  of  Kant. 

His  philosophy,  therefore,  is  essentially  inductive.  Its  aim 
is,  first  of  all,  to  ascertain  the  facts  of  human  experience  as 
given  in  consciousness.  As  a  philosophy  of  fact  and  experi- 
ence, it  may  fairly  claim  whatever  of  respect  our  age  is  wont 
to  accord  to  that  modest,  simple,  and  exact,  method,  which  has 
wrought  such  marvels  in  the  study  of  nature,  in  every  other 
department.  Fundamentally,  his  is,  therefore,  a  science  of 
the  observed  facts  of  human  experience. 

But  facts  and  phenomena  are  not  the  only  elements  of 
science.  They  must  be  subjected  to  the  mind's  most  careful 
scrutiny,  and  be  reduced  to  their  fundamental  and  elementary 
terms.  The  facts  thus  determined  must  be  classified  by  their 
resemblances  and  differences,  and  those  more  general  truths  * 
developed  which  we  call  laws  and  principles.  This  orderly 
arrangement  of  the  facts  of  the  subject,  when  carried  out  over 
the  whole  range  of  intellectual  phenomena,  and  elucidating 
whatever  relations  of  connection  and  dependence  may  exist 
between  them,  will  comply  with  every  demand  that  inductive 
philosophy  is  wont  to  make  of  its  votaries  and  must  vindicate 
for  the  work  which  embodies  it  a  legitimate  claim  to  a  high 
place  among  the  achievements  of  science. 

But  the  inductive  philosophy,  though  furnishing  the  founda- 
tion, and  the  materials,  of  psychology,  is  unable  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  thought.  Induction  can,  indeed,  ascertain  and 
generalize  facts.  It  can  recognize  among  them  certain  prin- 
ciples and  laws.  It  can  subject  them  to  analysis  and  to 
combination.     It  can  infer  from  a  few  ascertained  particulars 
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the  character  of  vast  and  nnmeasared  aggregates  of  trath.  It 
can  Bometimee  prononnce  on  an  almost  illimitable  whole,  from 
the  inspection  of  a  single  part. 

But  of  the  reasons  of  its  processes,  it  can  give  no  account. 
They  are  not  inductively  ascertained,  and  cannot  be  induc- 
tively vindicated.  The  methods  and  laws  by  which  the  mind 
proceeds  in  its  sweeping  generalizations,  induction  cannot  ex- 
plain. Something  more,  then,  than  induction,  is  necessary  to 
a  philosophy  which  shall  compass  the  explanation  of  the  great 
principles  of  scientific  belief,  and  vindicate  their  justice  and 
authority. 

Hence,  a  new  step  is  indicated  in  the  progress  of  knowledge. 
The  mind  which  thus,  by  some  necessity  of  its  thinking,  im- 
poses its  own  forms  of  conception  in  the  shape  of  laws,  upon 
the  phenomena,  next  turns  its  attention  to  the  processes  it  is 
employing,  and  to  its  methods  of  employing  them.  It  ques- 
tions itself  in  respect  to  its  own  principles  of  procedure.  It  is 
unsatisfied  in  philosophy,  however  it  may  rest  satisfied  in 
science,  with  mere  facts  and  laws ;  it  demands,  moreover,  an 
account  of  the  grounds  on  which  its  very  principles  rest, — on 
which  its  laws  themselves  are  constructed. 

Here,  then,  psychology  rises  beyond  the  level  of  any  mere 
induction,  and  seeks  to  give  the  adequate  vindication  of  the 
principles  of  induction  itself.  It  is  no  longer  inductive,  but 
intuitive.  Its  methods  are  no  longer  scientific  merely,  they 
are  critical.  Psychology  takes  science  itself — the  very  process 
of  scientific  coordination — the  laws  by  which  the  scientific 
intelligence  proceeds,  for  its  subject  matter  ;  and  it  reaches  its 
highest  attainable  point  in  giving  a  rational  account  of  these, 
and  in  critically  analyzing,  to  their  ultimate  elements,  the 
assumptions  on  which  inductions  can  only  humbly  proceed. 

This  philosophical  method  our  author  vindicates  against  the 
loose  and  unscientific  procedures  which  sometimes  assume  to 
guide  psychology,  on  the  one  side,  and  also  against  the  more 
pretentious  methods  that  set  up  their  claims  upon  the  other. 
He  refers  to  the  metaphysical  or  constructive  philosophy,  as  it 
has  been  called,  which  attempts  to  establish  a  psychology,  not 
by  induction,  but  wholly  without  its  aid.  Such  are  the  favor- 
ite methods  of  Germany,  methods  which  have  given  us  the 
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whole  philosophical  system  of  Kant,  not  as  a  direct  psycho- 
logical investigation,  -  bat  as  an  answer  to  the  inquiry, 
how  synthetic  judgments  a  priori  are  possible — and  the  yet 
wider  system  of  Hegel,  not  as  a  coordination  of  observed 
facts,  but  as  the  result  of  an  abstruse  metaphysical  theory  of 
the  development  of  the  conception.  These  systems — as  every 
system  must,  which  does  not  rest  on  the  observed  facts  of  con- 
sciousness— involve  fundamental  errors  or  weaknesses  which 
vitiate  their  most  elaborate  processes  of  logic,  and  prevent  the 
establishment  of  a  sound  and  trustworthy  philosophy  of  the 
intellect. 

In  his  application  of  this  method  to  the  facta  of  the  human 
mind,  Prof.  Porter  first  enters  upon  a  discussion  of  the  physio- 
logical relations  of  the  subject,  or  the  relations  of  the  mind  to 
matter.  A  full  presentation  of  the  arguments  for,  and  against, 
materialism,  places  the  student  in  a  position  to  form  an  intelli- 
gent and  satisfactory  judgment  upon  the  question  of  the 
materiality  or  immateriality  of  the  soul.  This  is  followed  by 
a  succinct  but  full  account  of  the  relations  of  the  soul  to  life 
and  living  beings,  an  account  which  sums  up  all  that  is  most 
important  in  the  recent  discussions  of  that  subject.  The  doc- 
trine of  a  vital  force  distinct  from  chemical  and  mechanical 
forces,  is  maintained,  in  a  thorough  review  of  all  that  the  most 
recent  determinations  of  physiology  can  offer  at  present  on  the 
subject.  Professor  Porter  shows  that  it  has  hitherto  proved 
impossible  for  physiology  to  devise  any  method  of  conceiving 
of  the  great  facts  of  life,  which  does  not  recognize  and  employ 
the  conception  of  a  vital  force  as  a  distinct  and  independent 
agency.  He  shows  that  Herbert  Spencer  is  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  assuming  ^^physiological  tmtfe,"  and  Carpenter 
of  assuming  a  capacity  in  all  matter  for  ^^  organization ;  ^^ 
terms  which  imply  the  existence  of  some  force  not  reducible 
to  the  category  of  chemical  and  mechanical  forces,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  explanation. 

This  extended  and  minute  discussion  will  prove  highly 
interesting  and  satisfactory  to  advanced  students  of  the  subject, 
and  will  furnish  to  all  the  opponents  of  the  doctrine  occasion 
for  earnest  thought.  It  is  not,  however,  adapted  for  b^in- 
ners,  and  our  author  has  therefore  placed  it  in  a  fine  print  at 
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the  close  of  his  more  general  discas&ion.  This  plan,  indeed, 
he  has  adopted  throughout  the  treatise.  The  general  state- 
ments are  presented  in  a  large  type ;  the  illastration  of  them 
in  a  less  conspicuous  one ;  and  the  detailed,  and  often  contro- 
versial, discussion  of  specific  points,  in  a  yet  finer  type.  The 
beginner  has  thus  before  him  the  main  points — those  to  which 
his  attention  is  to  be  particularly  devoted — in  a  conspicuous 
form,  and  can  pursue  his  study  of  them  as  far  into  detail  as  he 
finds  needful,  while  the  advanced  student  can  follow  the 
author  into  the  full  statement  of  his  views.  The  work  is  thus 
adapted  both  for  a  college  textbook  and  for  a  philosophical 
discussion  of  views. 

A  valuable  feature  of  the  work  is  found  in  the  author's 
treatment  of  the  topic  of  consciousness. 

TTiis  he  regards  as  two-fold — a  primary  and  a  secondary — 
or  the  spontaneous,  and  the  reflective,  consciousness. 

This  distinction,  though  long  since  recognized,  has  fallen 
into  neglect  among  recent  writers.  Hamilton,  in  his  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  first  characterizes  consciousness  as  an  im- 
mediate knowledge  of  truth  as  existing ;  and  then  states  that 
it  involves  memory,  since  without  this  the  states  of  the  mind 
could  not  be  classsified,  and  referred  to  the  self  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  these  two  positions  are  mutually  irreconcilable. 
Consciousness  cannot  be  a  knowledge  both  of  that  which  is 
immediately  present,  and  of  that  which  is  absolutely  past.  The 
statement  itself  is  contradictory. 

And  yet,  in  some  important  sense,  these  two  conflicting  views 
are  both  alike  sound.  There  is  a  consciousness  which  is  origi- 
nal and  spontaneous,  and  which  is  coexistent  with  the  fleeting 
phenomena  of  the  mind  as  they  take  place ;  and  there  is  a 
reflective  consciousness,  which  recalls  in  memory  the  states  of 
the  former,  and  classifies,  compares,  and  refers  them  to  their 
source.  This  latter,  however,  must,  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
past,  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  real  and  vital  con- 
Bcionsness,  which  accompanies  every  act  of  the  mind.  The 
one  is  momentary,  as  transient  as  the  fleeting  states  which  it 
attests.  It  gives  the  facts  of  our  experience  truly,  but  only  for 
an  instant  In  the  moment  in  which  we  fix  our  attention 
upon  them,  they  are  gone.     Tet  they  are  not  utterly  gone — 
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memory  can  recall,  with  more  or  less  distinctness,  with  more 
or.  less  truthfulness,  these  fugitive  states  of  our  experience ; 
imagination  can  re-create  them,  the  understanding  can  digest 
and  arrange  them,  and  from  all  this  labor  shall  come  forth  a 
true,  and  exact,  and  ultimately,  a  complete,  representation  of 
the  original  experience.  All  that  can  be  represented  thus, 
however,  by  any  one  mind,  is  not  the  original  consciousness  of 
any  state,  but  that  which  he  can  recall  of  it ;  and  this,  like 
memory  in  other  cases,  however  truthful  it  may  be,  is  ever 
inadequate.  No  one  of  these  experiences,  which  move 
across  the  field  of  our  vision  more  swiftly  than  the 
lightning's  flash,  can  ever  be  recalled  in  its  whole  detail. 
Something  of  it — its  chief  and  characteristic  features — indeed, 
we  may,  and  do,  reproduce ;  but  even  when  we  do  so,  it  is 
often  in  a  false  order  of  the  phenomena.  Hence,  the  original 
consciousness,  though  truthfully  giving  us  all  the  phenomena 
of  intellectual  action,  is  not  within  reach  of  our  philosophy. 
We  can  but  follow  at  a  distance,  note  the  successive  flashes 
which  illumine,  one  by  one,  the  several  points  of  our  mental 
horizon,  and  draw  up,  by  a  labored  recollection  and  imperfect 
reproduction  of  our  experience,  a  complete  representation  of 
the  original.  * 

Now,  it  is  evident  that  the  process  of  such  a  philosophical 
construction  is  something  entirely  different  from  the  sponta- 
neous and  full,  but  momentary,  consciousness  of  our  original 
experience.  It  differs  from  that  original  in  the  great  features 
that  it  is  always  fallible,  and  otlen  mistaken.  What,  then,  is  to 
be  thought  of  a  philosophy  which,  while  basing  all  its  doc- 
trines upon  consciousness  as  our  only  authority,  neglects  to 
discriminate  between  two  such  different  aspects  of  it,  and 
which  builds  vrith  this  artificial  consciousness  of  memory,  as 
though  it  were  the  living  and  real  consciousness  of  the  present 
moment?  Such,  however,  has  been  the  habit  of  most  of  our 
recent  psychological  writers — a  habit  which  accounts  for  some 
of  the  weakness  of  speculation,  and  for  much  of  the  distrust 
with  which  speculation  is  habitually  received. 

Professor  Porter,  as  we  have  said,  recognizes  fully  the  dis- 
tinction which  we  have  described,  and  estimates  it  at  its  true 
value.    He  draws  out  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of 
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these  two  forms  of  conscionsness,  at  some  length,  and  with 
mnch  distinctness ;  and  thns  one  of  the  distinctions  most  fun- 
damental to  a  sonnd  philosophy  of  the  mind,  receives,  in  his 
exhibition  of  it,  a  clearer  and  more  complete  elucidation  than 
has  anywhere  else  been  given  to  it. 

In  his  general  grouping  of  the  human  faculties,  Professor 
Porter,  with  most  recent  writers,  discards  the  old  division  into 
the  Intellectual  and  Active  powers,  and  adopts  a  three-fold 
division  into  the  powers  of  Intellect,  Feeling,  and  Will. 
These,  however,  he  distinguishes  somewhat  diflferently  from 
Hamilton,  who  combines  Desire  and  Will  in  the  third  of  these 
groups,  under  the  name  of  the  Conative  Faculties.  This  un- 
familiar and  unhappy  adjustment,  which  makes  the  involun- 
tary desire,  and  the  absolutely  free  choice,  to  be  faculties  of  the 
same  order,  carries  its  condemnation  with  it  in  the  outlandish 
designation  which  Hamilton  gave  it.  He  complains  that  we 
have  no  accepted  word  to  designate  the  group,  and  after  ex- 
hausting the  Oreek  and  Latin  nomenclatures  in  his  vain  search 
for  a  name,  he  can  only  fall  back  npon  a  translation  of  the 
cumbrous  German,  "  Bestrebunga-  Vermogen^^'  the  Anglicized 
reproduction  of  which  gives  him  the  name  **  conative  factd 
ties." 

The  fact,  however,  that  our  language  furnishes  no  name  for 
this  grouping  of  faculties,  ought  to  have  suggested  to  him  the 
idea  that  the  group  is  not  a  natural  one.  Had  it  been  a 
classification  of  real  value,  and  of  closely .  related  facts,  the 
human  mind  could  not  have  failed  to  recognize  it.  As  well 
might  a  zoologist  complain  that  we  have  no  word  to  designate 
the  group  which  consists  of  the  Ruminants  and  the  Camivora ; 
the  only  reason  that  we  have  no  such  name  is  that  there  is  no 
such  group.  The  combination  is  a  wholly  artificial  one.  This 
artificial  connection  of  faculties,  which  it  is  of  the  highest  con- 
sequence to  distinguish  from  each  other,  we  are  glad  that 
Professor  Porter  rejects,  though  the  scope  of  his  volume  does 
not  lead  him  to  dwell  upon  the  distinction. 

In  his  classification  of  the  properly  intellectual  faculties, 
our  author  follows  Hamilton,  though  again  with  considerable 
diversity.  After  the  Presentative  Faculty,  or  the  power  of 
original  knowledge  through  the  senses,  Hamilton  has  arranged 
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as  coordinate,  the  Oongervative  or  Retentive,  the  Reproductive, 
and  the  Representative  Faculties.  The  distinctions,  however, 
between  them  he  was  unable  satisfactorily  to  vindicate.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  a  faculty  of  Retention  which  is  so  en- 
tirely distinct  from  all  reproduction  of  thought  that  it  acts  not 
in  consciousness,  but  outside  of  it ;  and  Professor  Porter's  keen 
analysis  presents  an  additional  view  which  decisively  forbids 
the  recognition  of  it.  When  a  state  of  our  experience  is  re- 
produced, however  we  may  call  it  the  same,  it  is  not  really 
so.  It  is  never  truly  the  same,  but  only  a  similar  state,  which 
we  recall.  As  we  cannot  then  reproduce,  in  literal  truth,  any 
state  of  the  past,  it  is  impossible  that  we  can  have  retained  it ; 
and  so  the  alleged  fact  of  a  distinctively  retentive  faculty  van- 
ishes at  once. 

This  supposed  faculty  of  Retention,  therefore,  together  with 
those  of  Reproduction  and  Representation,  our  author  com- 
bines under  the  general  name  of  the  Representative,  a  com- 
prehensive faculty  of  which  Memory  and  Imagination  are 
simply  distinct  species. 

Subsequently  to  this,  we  have  the  Elaborative  faculty,  or  the 
faculty  of  thought^  that  which  generalizes,  classifies,  and  syste- 
matizes knowledge,  in  its  two  great  forms  of  diwnoetic  and 
noetic.  The  former  is  that  which  gives  us  knowledge  through 
the  medium  of  intervening  conceptions — the  reasoning  power  ; 
while  the  latter  is  that  which  furnishes  the  great  intuitions 
that  supply  the  laws  and  conceptions  which  govern  the  under- 
standing in  its  work — the  Regulative  faculty  of  Hamilton. 

lu  discussing  the  first  of  these  comprehensive  divisions — the 
Presentative  Faculty — Professor  Porter  enters  into  an  elabo- 
rate account  of  the  process  of  the  mind  in  sense-perception. 
His  account  of  this  subject  is  very  minute  and  extended,  and 
carries  the  analysis  of  the  phenomena  to  great  completeness. 
Prominent  amonng  the  conditions  of  perception,  is  the  activity 
of  the  mind  itself,  as  the  great  agent  in  the  process.  However 
the  proper  antecedents  of  sensation  may  affect  the  physical 
organ  through  which  perception  takes  place,  there  is  no  result 
in  consciousness  without  the  essential  condition  of  an  active 
exercise  of  the  mind  itself.  Sense-perception,  in  every  form, 
is  an  effect  of  the  mind's  own  activity,  exerted  upon  materials 
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supplied  by  the  impress  of  external  objects  upon  the  organs 
of  tbe  body,  and  particularly  upon  the  nervous  system.  The 
striking  of  the  clock,  or  the  tread  of  passing  footsteps,  is  un- 
heard by  the  student  absorbed  in  his  books ;  the  fatigue  of 
standing  is  unperceived  by  the  hearer  entranced  by  the  orator ; 
even  the  pain  of  a  wound  is  unfelt  by  the  soldier  excited  by 
the  interest  of  a  battle.  Unless  the  mind  is  in  a  condition  to 
direct  its  own  attention  to  the  physical  antecedents  of  sense- 
perception,  there  is  no  sensation,  and  no  perception,  no  trans- 
lation of  those  physical  conditions  into  the  peculiar  and 
characteristic  phenomena  of  knowledge  or  thought. 

This  principle  was  very  distinctly  recognized  by  Dr.  Keid, 
as  it  had  also  been  by  others  before  him,  and  with  great  just- 
n^s  of  appreciation  in  some  of  its  important  applications. 
Its  value  as  a  psychological  principle  is  very  great.     In  the 
more  advanced  regions  of  metaphysics  it  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated.    It  is  of  the  highest  importance  in  the  elucidation 
of  our  idea  of  causation,  and  in  this  relation  it  has  been 
amply  recognized  and  insisted  upon  by  the  better  class  of  the 
French  psychologists,  particularly  Eoyer  Collard  and  Maine  de 
Biran.     But  in  this  important  application  to  the  philosophy 
of  sense-perception,  it  has  received  from  recent  writers  scarcely 
any  adequate    acknowledgment.      The  truth  is  one    which 
it  is  impossible  to  deny,  when  clearly  presented,  yet  scarcely 
any  one  of  our  current  treatises  makes  any  distinct  allusion  to 
it.    The  general  strain  of  speculation   quietly  assumes  and 
repeats  that  in  sensation  the  mind  is  passive — a  simple  recip- 
ient of  impressions  from  without.     Whole  schools  of  material- 
istic  philosophers,  reasoning  upon   the  recent  views  of  the 
doctrine  of  forces,  coolly  construct  their  theories  upon  the 
assumption  that  external  impression  is  the   whole  and  sole 
cause,  and  affords  a  sufficient  explanation,  of  the  phenomena 
of   perception.      Other  schools    hold  a  physiological    view, 
which  accounts  for  the  phenomena  of  thought,  by  the  growth 
and  modification  of  nerve  cells  in  the  brain  :  such  are  Herbert 
Spencer  and  Bain.      Others,  again,   like  Herbart    in   Ger- 
many, adopt  a  purely  spiritual  scheme  of  the  associational 
philosophy,  which,  denying  all  powers  or  activities  in  the  soul 
itself,  considers  thought  only  a  reaction  within  us  against  the 
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impression  of  objecta  without,  and  explains  oar  psychical 
phenomena  by  the  varieties  of  combination  which  arise  among 
similar  reactions. 

Now,  the  snflScient  answer  to  all  these  systems  is  found  in 
the  truth  that  the  mind  is  an  active  originator  of  knowledge 
and  though:,  and  that  all  its  intellectual  states  are  the  products 
of  this,  its  great  and  characteristic  spiritual  endowment.  The 
conception  is  one  of  varied  applications  and  of  the  highest 
value,  and  Professor  Porter  will  have  performed  a  service  of 
the  utmost  utility,  if  he  succeeds  in  making  it  familiar. 

In  pursuing  his  analysis  of  the  subject,  the  author  enters 
into  a  detailed  account  of  the  process,  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment, and  the  results  in  knowledge,  of  sense-perception.  He 
finds  in  sensation  not  only  a  feeling,  or  subjective  state  of 
pleasure  or  pain,  but  a  state  of  knowledge  also.  We  not  only 
feel,  but  know,  in  every  sensation.  The  phenomenon  is  con- 
nected with  our  nervous  organization  called  the  sensorium, 
and  every  sensation  involves  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  soul 
as  connected  with  this  material  structure.  Moreover,  the 
mind  necessarily  locates  its  sensations,  fixes  them  in  some 
definite  part  of  this  organism,  and  these  facts  give  us  a  knowl- 
edge of  space  relations  in  sensation. 

In  perception  proper  there  is  more  than  this.  There  is 
always  an  objective  knowledge  of  the  non-ego.  This  latter 
element — the  non-ego — is  distinguished  into  several  kinds: 
there  is  first,  the  sensorium,  the  organism  of  nerves,  connected 
with  the  body,  which  is  distinct  from  the  pure  spirit ;  there  is 
the  body,  which  is  distinguished  from  the  sensorium  as  some- 
thing more  external ;  and  there  is  the  outer  world  of  matter. 
The  analysis  which  discriminates,  with  constant  care  of  accu- 
racy, between  these  closely  related  non-egoSy  is  a  marvel 
of  nicety,  and  requires  a  constant  stretch  of  attention  to  fol- 
low it. 

The  nonrego  known  in  perception  proper  is,  however,  the 
same  which  is  known  in  sensation — the  extended  sensorium. 
The  difference  is,  that  while  in  sensation  we  know  the  organ- 
ism as  affected,  we  know  the  mind  as  sentient}  in  perception 
we  know  the  same  organism  only,  but  the  mind  knows  itself 
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as  percipient.  The  distinction  is,  perhaps,  rather  shadowy, 
and  will  hardly  be  recognized  without  some  patient  re- 
flection. 

In  common  with  Hamilton  and  McCosh  in  England,  and 
with  Miiller  and  the  physiologists  in  Germany,  Professor  Por- 
ter confines  onr  original  knowledge  of  the  nonego  to  a  know- 
ledge of  onr  own  sensorinm,  as  affected  in  sensation ;  and 
makes  all  our  specific  knowledge  of  external  objects  to  con- 
sist in  what  have  been  called  the  acquired  perceptions.  The 
large  and  constantly  increasing  field  assigned,  ia  modem 
psychology,  to  this  method  of  knowing,  here  reaches  its  limit. 
It  becomes  probable  that  the  original  element  of  all  our  knowl- 
edge of  the  outer  world,  does  not  involve  even  the  smallest 
perception  of  anything  external  to  ourselves,  but  only  of  that 
extended  sensorium  in  which  the  mind  and  the  body  are  con- 
joined. All  our  knowledge  of  anything  beyond  this,  is  the 
result  of  processes  of  observation  and  induction,  carried  on  in 
our  earliest  years,  and  gradually  advancing  from  the  smallest 
conceivable  minimum  of  distinct  knowledge  in  an  infant's 
consciousness,  through  discriminations  of  constantly  increasing 
power  and  extent,  to  the  distinct  cognition  of  the  visible  reali- 
ties which  surround  us.  The  complex  process  by  which  this 
vast  structure  of  knowledge  is  built  up  upon  its  obscure  and 
hidden  foundation,  is  traced  with  the  keenest  analysis  and 
the  most  patient  thought,  till  the  completed  result  stands  fully 
before  us.  We  are  told,  in  the  light  of  the  best  physiological 
researches,  how  the  obscure  muscular  and  vital  sensations, 
which  take  place  within  us,  and  whose  very  existence  has  been 
but  recently  recognized  in  our  analysis,  give  to  the  infant  the 
fundamental  knowledge  of  its  own  sensorium ;  how  subse- 
quently it  comes  to  distinguish,  by  touch,  the  existence  and 
extent  of  its  own  body ;  how  it  passes  from  this  to  the  recog- 
nition of  another  non-ego^  which,  though  extended,  like  the 
body,  is  wholly  external,  and  gives  no  answering  sensation 
when  touched  by  the  hand,  as  every  part  of  the  body  infalli- 
bly does ;  how  it  learns  to  recognize  visibly  its  own  hands,  the 
measures  of  all  its  other  knowledge  of  distance  or  depth ;  how 
from  the  measure  of  the  hand  and  the  body,  combined  with 
the  intimations  of  color  and  form  given  to  the  sight,  it  learns 
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to  Bet  np  a  field  of  view,  in  which  near  objects  take  their  ap- 
propriate places;  how  another,  and  another,  acquisition  of  the 
same  kind,  enable  it  gradually  to  extend  its  visual  perceptions 
to  remoter  distances;  till,  at  length,  the  whole  landscape,  to 
the  far  horizon,  is  intelligibly  conceived  and  projected  before 
it,  and  the  mind  learning  how  to  use  one  class  of  perceptions 
to  supply  the  defects  of  another,  becomes  so  prompt  and  rapid 
iij  judging,  that  the  acquired  perceptions  of  sight,  of  sound, 
and  of  smell,  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  the  original, 
and  the  external  world  asserts  its  reality,  and  displays  its 
character,  with  complete  distinctness,  and  with  irresistible 
power,  to  us. 

This  account  of  sense-perception,  the  most  extended  and 
elaborate  which  our  English  philosophy  contains,  is  follow- 
ed by  a  critical  history  of  speculative  opinion  on  this  topic. 
The  author  sketches,  in  a  brief  summary,  the  whole  literature 
of  the  subject,  from  the  early  Greek  philosophers  to  those  of 
the  present  time ;  and  notes  the  advancing  clearness  of  opinion 
which  marks  the  history,  together  with  the  erroneous  sugges- 
tions which  have  come  in  at  different  periods  to  mislead  specu- 
lation. As  he  comes  down  to  the  writers  of  our  own  time, 
his  expositions  become  more  full ;  and  every  great  writer  who 
has  influenced  philosophic  views  is  critically  expounded  and 
weighed.  The  chapter  gives  a  most  interesting  and  lucid 
statement  of  all  the  important  theories ;  and  affords  to  the 
student  an  intelligent  estimate  which  is  of  the  highest  value. 
It  condenses  into  a  brief  compass  an  amount  of  learning  which 
is  second  only  to  that  of  Hamilton ;  and  displays  a  vigor  of 
grasp  which  must  give  the  author  a  very  high  rank  among  our 
philosophic  authorities. 

This  discussion  of  sense-perception  is  followed  by  an  equally 
complete  account  of  the  memory  and  the  imagination,  as  parts 
of  the  great  Kepresentative  faculty.  The  account  is  full  and 
clear,  and  discriminates  usefully  the  several  principles  by 
which,  as  some  say,  ideas  are  associated  in  the  mind,  but  as 
our  author  prefers  to  say,  the  mind  associates  ideas.  This 
mode  of  conceiving  still  keeps  prominent  the  activity  of  the 
mind  in  the  process ;  though  in  some  of  his  expressions  re- 
lating to  the  phantasy  or  lower  form  of  imagination,  the  idea 
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of  a  passivity  seenis  to  be  expressed  iu  a  way  not  quite  con- 
sistent with  that  leading  conception.  There  is,  we  believe,  a 
mental  activity  in  exercise,  even  when  the  pictures  of  external 
things  pass  dreamily  before  the  mind's  listless  eye,  no  less  than 
when  the  mind  nerves  itself  for  effort,  and  labors  to  adjust  and 
complete  some  difficult  conception.   But  this  is  a  minor  matter. 

This  discussion  of  the  reproduction  of  the  ideas  of  our  - 
sense-perception,  is  followed  by  another,  in  which  the  author 
gives  account  of  the  process  of  elaborative  thought  This,  too, 
is  very  comprehensive.  He  describes  the  process  by  wliich 
the  mind  forms  concepts^  or  universal  ideas.  Sense-perception 
gives  us  only  individual  objects,  and  the  representative  faculty 
can  only  reproduce  these ;  before  our  knowledge  can  rise  to 
its  highest  forms,  these  ideas  need  to  be  generalized,  so  as  to 
represent  not  individuals,  but  classes  of  things.  The  process 
by  which  our  more  elementary  knowledge  undergoes  this  fruit- 
ful change,  is  described  at  length,  the  nature  of  the  concept 
fully  explained,  and  its  use  in  reasoning  pointed  out  with  great 
clearnese. 

Professor  Porter  here  enters  into  a  careful  discussion  of  the 
nature  of  the  reasoning  process,  both  deductive  and  inductive ; 
and  holds   a  vigorous  argument  with   Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Mill   maintains  a  peculiar  view  of 
the  syllogism,  and  contends  that  we  do  not,  in  deduction,  de- 
rive a  particular  conclusion  from  a  general  truth ;  but  that  the 
general  truth  is  only  the  formula,  according  to  which  we  have 
drawn  particular  conclusions  before,  and  may  at  any  time  do 
BO  again.     The  truth   that  '^  all  men  are  mortal,"  is  not  a 
general  truth  from  which  we  derive  the  specific  truth   that 
*'  A.  B.  is  mortal ;"  because  we  can  know  enough  to  affirm  that 
all  men  are  mortal,  only  by  recognizing  previously  the  mor- 
tality of  each  individual.     In  opposition   to  this  view,   our 
author  shows  that  the  basis  of  deduction  is  quite  different  from 
either  of  those  which  are  here  suggested.    We  do  not  infer, 
either,  according  to  a  mere  general  formula,  or  from  a  mere 
general  fact ;  but  upon  the  conviction  of  a  reality  which  goes 
much  deeper  into  the  nature  of  things.     The  judgments  that 
'*  all  swans  are  white,"  and  that  '*  all  swans  eat,"  were  at  one 
time  equally  true  in  the  experience  of  men ;  but  the  latter 
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rests  on  a  basis  of  conviction  very  different  from  that  which 
snpports  the  former.  We  may  call  it  the  relation  of  premise 
to  conclasion  ;  that  reason  which  governs  thought.  We  infer 
that  the  swan  of  Australia  will  eat,  with  a  confidence  with 
which  we  cannot  iufer  that  it  is  white.  The  ground  of  this 
certainty  of  assurance  lies  in  the  fact  of  our  belief  that  a  cas- 
ual relation  is  expressed  in  the  general  truth.  Without  this, 
inference  must  always  be  uncertain.  The  truth  that  '^  all 
magnets  attract  iron,"  means  more  when  employed  in  reason- 
ing, than  it  explicitly  declares.  It  is  taken  to  mean  that  there 
is  a  causative  connection  between  the  two  terms,  which  gives 
a  validity  to  the  syllogism  by  which  we  conclude  from  the 
universal  to  the  particular  truth,  that  ^^  this  magnet  attracts 
iron." 

In  regard  to  induction,  our  author  maintains  a  similar  con- 
troversy with  the  same  great  school  of  thinkers.  He  endeavors 
to  show — as  indeed  Mr.  Mill's  concessions  render  it  quite 
practicable  to  show — that  upon  the  current  theory  of  induc- 
tion, which  views  it  as  the  mere  regbtration  of  phenomena,  it 
ia  quite  impossible  to  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  the 
process.  The  inductive  philosopher  is  evermore  compelled  to 
assume  premises  which  affirm  the  uniformity  of  all  the  opera- 
tions of  nature,  and  the  unvarying  similarity  of  that  future  of 
which  we  can  have  had  no  experience,  to  the  familiar  past  of 
our  knowledge.  In  assigning  causes,  he  is  obliged  to  assume 
a  law  of  parsimony,  for  which  he  can  show  no  reason.  That 
uniformity  of  operation  which  his  principles  assert,  must  be 
believed,  before  any  induction  can  be  made ;  when  causes  are 
suggested,  the  one  simple  cause  is  to  b^  preferred  to  the  many 
conspiring  or  conflicting  ones.  Why  these  assumptions  are 
always  to  be  made,  the  inductive  reasoner  cannot  ex- 
plain. It  sometimes  happens  that  a  universal  conclusion  rests 
absolutely  upon  a  single  observation.  Only  one  specimen  of 
a  mineral  is  analyzed  to  determine  the  chemical  composition, 
only  one  crystal  is  measured,  to  decide  the  form,  of  all  the  in- 
dividuals of  a  new  species.  The  specific  characters  of  a  new 
animal  or  plant  are  confidently  announced  from  an  examina- 
on  of  a  single  individual.  Even  when  numerous  observations 
have  been  made  to  ascertain  a  truth)  the  objection  yet  remains 
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that  but  a  few  of  the  innumerable  facts  of  nature  have  been  ac- 
curately examined  ;  and  that  it  is  only  by  assuming  that  those 
which  have  been  investigated  are  types  of  all  the  rest,  that  we 
can  extend  our  conclusion  a  single  step  beyond  our  enumera- 
tion of  particulars.  In  all  cases,  Ihe  general  uniformity  of 
nature  has  to  be  postulated,  before  the  inductive  process  can 
be  made  available  for  an  extension  of  our  knowledge  beyond 
the  limits  of  our  actual  observation. 

Now,  of  this  principle,  on  which  induction  absolutely  rests, 
it  can  offer  no  vindication.  Every  inductive  generalization  of 
science  arises  from  it,  and  depends  upon  it.  The  principle 
itself  is  wholly  incapable,  therefore,  of  inductive  proof.  The 
inductive  reasoner  must  find  the  vindication  of  his  philosophy, 
outside  of  the  limits  of  his  science ;  and  in  philosophical 
principles  wholly  different  from  those  that  induction  can 
establish. 

Sucli  principles  Prof.  Porter  endeavors  to  point  out.  He 
maintains  that  we  have  a  belief  of  causation  in  nature;  and 
that  on  this  ground  we  are  able  at  once  to  affirm  the  univer- 
sality of  nature's  operations.  The  same  cause  will  of  course 
produce  the  same  effects;  and  when  we  have  once  established 
the  causal  connection  between  an  antecedent  and  a  group  of 
phenomena,  we  are  abundantly  justified  in  extending  our  con- 
clusion to  all  similar  causes  throughout  the  realm  of  nature. 
In  the  same  manner,  we  believe  in  an  intelligent  author  of 
nature,  whose  operations  are  intelligible  to  us  on  the  ground 
of  the  similarity  of  our  intellectual  natures  to  His.  As  our 
intelligence  always  prefers  few  and  simple  arrangements  to 
more  complicated  ones,  we  attribute  the  same  intelligent 
preference  to  Him  as  the  guiding  principle  of  His  great  ope- 
rations. We  are  thus  enabled  to  vindicate  our  preference  of 
the  few  and  simple,  over  the  supposition  of  many  and  in- 
volved causes;  and  to  justify  those  methods  of  procedure  to 
which  scientific  induction  owes  the  whole  possibility  of  its 
adiievements,  but  which  it  is  unable  to  vindicate. 

The  whole  discussion  of  the  reasoning  process  is'  full  of 
acute  discrimination,  and  will  do  much  both  to  suggest  inquiry 
and  to  disseminate  just  views. 

The  account  upon  which  our  author  next  enters,  '^  of  Intui- 
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tions  and  of  Intuitive  Knowledge,"  constitutes,  perhaps,  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  work.     The  great  importance  of 
the  subject,  embracing  as  it  does  the  fundamental  principles  of 
human  knowledge  and  belief, — the  confused  and  unscientific 
state  of  opinion,  even  among  thinkers  of  generally  just  views, — 
and  the  vehement  opposition  of  what  is  perhaps  the  most 
active  and  persistent  school  of  English  psychologists, — all  con- 
tribute to  impart  great  interest  to    the  discussion.     Prof. 
Porter  aims  not  only  to  enumerate  the  several  truths  which 
may  be  affirmed  as  intuitions,  but  to  give  to  the  whole  discus- 
sion a  strictly  scientific  character,  by  the  employment  of  those 
critical  methods  which  constitute  the  highest  form  of  philo- 
sophical  knowledge.    He  shows  that  there  are — ^recognized 
under  a  great  variety  of  names,   and  in   all   the  history  of 
philosophy — certain  primary,  fundamental  judgments  of  our 
intelligence,  which  we  term  first  principles.     These  judgments 
are  not  first  in  the  chronological  order  of  our  acquisitions,  nor 
are  they  ultimates  to  wliich  we  can  trace  back,  as  to  original 
premises,  all  our  reasoning;  they  are  principles  which  stand 
^' first  in  tlie  order  of  rational  or  logical  importance  ;^^  and 
are  distinguished  as  original,  necessary,  and  universal, — quali- 
ties which  serve  as  criteria  to  test  their  reality. 

He  then  proceeds  to  show  the  method  of  their  development 
in  the  mind.  Reverting  to  one  of  the  earlier  determinations 
of  the  work,  he  reminds  us  that  all  knowledge  is  a  knowledge 
of  Being,  and  of  its  relations  /  that  is,  of  some  existing 
thing,  together  with  the  circumstances  which  serve  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  other  things.  The  process  of  our  knowing  is 
then  sketched  analytically  as  follows: 

First,  we  know  certain  concrete  and  individual  things; 
next,  we  know  them  under  relations  of  form,  color,  properties, 
means,  ends,  &c. ;  then,  we  abstract  and  generalize,  and  know 
the  relations  by  themselves,  as  roundness,  redness,  past  and 
future,  power,  adaptation  ;  further,  we  critically  examine  the 
process  of  generalization  itself,  and  thus  discern  these  relations 
to  be  th*e  fundamental  elements  of  all  philosophical  or  scien- 
tific knowledge  ;  and  lastly,  we  know  the  correlated  objects  of 
these  relations,  the  infinites  of  space  and  time,  and  the  abso- 
lutes of  causation  and  adaptation. 
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Onr  author  then  tests  these  nltimates,  and  determines  them 
to  possess  those  characters  of  necessity  and  universality  which 
are  the  proper  criteria  of  primary  truths. 

Next  follows  a  critical  history  of  speculative  opinion  on 
this  subject,  which  deals  with  all  the  modern  theories  of  intui- 
tive truth,  particularly  with  those  of  Kant  and  Hamilton.  He 
describes  and  censures  by  assumptions  wholly  groundless  and 
gratuitous,  the  procedure  by  which  these  and  other  writers 
first  exclude  the  possibility  of  any  knowledge  of  these  reali- 
ties ;  and  then  endeavor  to  bring  them  back  into  our  posses- 
sion by  a  principle  of  Faith. 

These  intuitive  truths,  thus  vindicated  as  of  our  absolute 
knowledge,  are  then  classified  as  constituting  three  distinguish- 
able groups,  viz.  the  Formal^  the  MathematioaL^  and  the 
Real. 

Of  these,  the  first,  the  Formal  intuitions  or  categories,  are 
those  which  enter  into  all  forms  of  our  knowledge.  The  first 
great  idea  is  that  of  heim/g^  the  most  fundamental  of  all,  as 
applicable  to  everything  which  exists,  and  the  most  abstract 
of  all  possible  concepts.  When  conceived  abstractly,  it  is 
wholly  indeterminate ;  and  can  neither  be  defined  nor  repre- 
sented by  any  image  to  the  mind.  For  this  reason  it  has  been 
represented  by  Hegel  as  wholly  void  of  content  of  meaning. 
His  starting  point  is,  that  the  conception  of  being  in  the  ab- 
stract, is  equal  to  Nothing.  Against  this  view.  Prof.  Porter 
contends  that  the  conception  is  not  without  signification ;  that 
it  derives  its  meaning  from  the  concrete  things  of  which  it  is 
affirmed  ;  and  that  it  has  really  the  most  extensive  meaning  of 
all  our  conceptions,  however  it  may  be  incapable  of  analysis. 
His  strictures  upon  Hegel's  view,  and  his  indication  of  the 
point  at  which  it  wanders  from  the  true  conception  of  being, 
form  a  fine,  ingenious  criticism,  and  afford  a  happy  and  satis- 
factory reply  to  a  great  and  pregnant  error. 

Other  categories  of  the  formal  class  are  those  of  substance, 
and  attribute,  and  of  diversity,  and  identity. 

The  second  class  of  categories,  or  the  Mathematical,  em- 
braces the  intuitions  of  Space  and  Time,  in  which  bodies 
exist  and  endure.  These  conceptions  give  us  the  relations  of 
here  and  there^  of  Tiow  and   then ;  relations  which  become 
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generalized,  and  are  affirmed  of  many  objects.  These  con- 
cepts are  discnssed  under  two  forms,  as  concepts  oi  magnitufley 
with  its  elements  of  point,  line,  snrface,  solid,  &c.,  and  as  con- 
cepts of  number^  with  its  elements  of  the  nnit,  the  snm,  the 
diflTerence,  Ac.  The  application  of  mathematical  conceptions 
to  material  phenomena,  is  shown  to  take  place,  as  Trendelen- 
burg has  proved,  by  means  of  motion. 

Space  and  time  are  then  shown  to  be  infinite  and  uncon- 
ditioned, while  beings  and  events  are  limited  and  conditioned. 
These  infinites  cannot  be  conceived  as  limited,  except  in  con- 
nection with  extended  bodies  and  occurring  events,  to  which 
limitation  of  course  belongs.  Extension  and  duration  cannot 
be  conceived  to  pertain  to  Space  and  Time,  'per  se^  but  only 
to  objects  and  events.  This  truth,  the  author  applies  in  a 
very  instructive  and  usefnl  way.  He  shows  that  the  anti- 
nomies of  Kant,  and  the  contradictions  of  Hamilton,  alleged 
to  arise  from  our  conception  of  these  infinites,  grow  out  of 
the  attempt  to  construe  space  and  time  to  the  imagination,  by 
means  of  cfonceptions  of  magnitude  and  duration,  which  do 
not  belong  to  them.  It  is  not  out  of  the  infinites  themselves 
that  such  contradictions  emerge,  but  out  of  the  vain  attempt 
to  bring  them  under  the  measurements  of  quantity,  under 
which  we  are  wont  to  conceive  of  limited  objects  and  events 
occurring  in  them. 

Upon  the  third  class,  that  of  the  Real  Intuitions,  Professor 
Porter  bestows  much  attention.  He  announces  the  principle 
of  Causation  as  follows:  **  Every  event  is  produced  by  the  act 
of  some  agent  or  agents,  which,  with  respect  to  the  eflTect,  are 
called  its  cause  or  its  causes.''  He  reasserts  the  distinction 
which  Mill  has  assailed,  between  a  cause  and  the  conditions  of 
its  activity,  called  occasions ;  tests  the  truth  of  his  statements 
by  the  criteria  of  primary  cognitions;  vindicates  the  concep- 
tion against  the  doctrine  of  a  merely  uniform  sequence,  as 
maintained  by  Hume  and  Mill ;  and  discusses  Hamilton's 
whole  Conspectus  of  theories  of  Causation.  The  view  of 
Maine  de  Biran,  the  most  suggestive  and  accurate  to  bo  found 
in  the  whole  range  of  speculation,  is  exhibited  with  some  de- 
tail ;  and  is  accepted  substantially  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
idea  in  our  mental  experience.     The  method,  however,   by 
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which  that  writer  would  extend  the  conception  of  causation 
from  the  sphere  of  our  own  experience,  over  the  whole  realm 
of  nature,  by  a  "  natural  induction,"  is  not  deemed  satis- 
factory. It  exhibits  no  snflScient  ground  for  the  transfer  of 
the  conception  from  the  world  within^  to  that  withrmt  us. 
Some  a  priori  law,  or  necessity  of  thought,  can  alone  give 
validity  to  the  process ;  and  this  we  have,  in  a  direct  intuition 
of  causation. 

In  prosecuting  his  inquiry  into  these  great  intuitions  of 
reality,  Professor  Porter  next  maintains  that  the  mind  in- 
tuitively knows  a  "final  cause"  as  pervading  all  existence: 
the  principle  of  adaptation  is  "a  necessary  and  a  priori 
truih.^^  This  affirmation  of  a  design  in  nature,  he  holds  to  he, 
not  a  conviction  derived  from  experience,  but  an  a  priori  law 
of  thought;  a  truth  which  finds,  not  its  origin,  but  only  its 
confirmation,  in  observed  facts. 

The  chief  ground  on  which  this  assertion  rests,  is  found  in 
the  fact  already  adverted  to,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
any  rational  view  of  the  universe  by  the  human  mind,  and 
must  be  assumed  as  the  only  basis  of  inductive  generalization. 
The  great  axiom  of  science  must  be,  that  ^'  in  the  universe, 
objectively  considered,  there  is  an  intelligent  and  wise  adapta- 
tion of  powers  and  laws  to  rational  ends,  and  that  the  same  is 
true  of  the  relation  of  the  universe  to  the  knowing  mind." 
This  thesis  he  defends  at  length  against  all  supposable  ob- 
jections, and  enforces  with  great  copiousness  of  illustration. 
His  argument  to  this  end  will  command  attention,  and  the 
su^estion  is  worthy  of  great  respect.  We  could  most  earnest- 
ly wish  it  true.  It  would  afford  the  happiest  simplification  of 
our  theories,  and  give  a  most  gratifying  distinctness  and  cer- 
tainty to  our  views.  We  have  some  doubts,  however,  of  its 
correctness,  and  cannot  feel  sure  that  the  claim  can  be  so  sub- 
stantiated as  to  demand  acceptance  for  the  idea  with  the 
authority  which  belongs  to  the  primitive  and  necessary  affir- 
mations of  our  intelligence.  Shjuld  future  thinkers  coincide 
in  the  adoption  of  this  view — provided  that  it  is  not  as  a  re- 
source to  reasoners  driven  from  the  field  of  a  posteriori  think- 
ing— it  will  be  greatly  to  our  author's  honor  to  have  suggested 
and  vindicated  it. 
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Of  the  nature  of  the  infinite,  Prof.  Porter  does  not  hold 
with  Hamilton  that  the  conception  is  a  purely  negative  one. 
It  is  negative  only  in  form.  He  deems  it  a  positive  and  real 
element  of  onr  knowledge,  though  stated,  as  all  knowledge 
may  be,  under  a  negative  aspect  or  relation.  We  can,  he 
thinks,  have  a  positive  knowledge  of  the  infinite ;  and,  against 
Herbert  Spencer,  he  maintains  that  we  not  only  can  know 
that  it  is,  but  also  what  it  is.  His  argument  on  this  latter 
point,  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  esteemed  valid  and  conclusive 
by  the  great  body  of  thinkers. 

In  concluding  our  notice,  which  has  run  beyond  the  limit 
originally  assigned  it,  we  feel  that  we  have  expressed  but  in- 
adequately the  appreciation  in  which  Professor  Porter's  work 
deserves  to  be  held.  We  lay  down  the  volume  with  a  senti- 
ment of  respect  and  admiration  for  his  earnest  zeal,  and  his 
wide  attainments,  which  we  have  seldom  felt  towards  an 
American  author.  In  comprehensiveness  of  plan,  and  in 
elaborate  faithfulness  of  execution,  the  work  is  far  before 
any  other  in  our  language.  The  only  error  of  any  magni- 
tude which  we  have  noticed,  amid  all  its  ample  variety  of  illus- 
tration, occurs  upon  page  596,  in  a  statement  which  describes 
the  fossil  animals  discovered  by  Cuvier  in  the  Paris  basin,  as 
predaciovSy  and  refers  them  to  the  dHft  or  aUuvinm  ;  other- 
wise the  author's  judicious  handling  of  the  topics  discussed,  is 
as  conspicuous  as  the  vigor  of  his  sjraap.  There  is,  moreover, 
an  impartiality  of  statement  in  the  discussion  of  theories  hostile 
to  his  own,  and  a  discrimination  of  the  elements  of  truth  that 
mingle  with  the  errors  he  opposes,  which  must  ensure  confi- 
dence and  give  weight  to  his  strictures. 

For  such  a  labor  of  years,  and  such  an  example  of  enthu- 
siasm in  the  pursuit  of  abstract  truth,  the  author's  countrymen 
may  well  be  proud  of  him.  We  suspect  that  their  grateful 
appreciation  of  an  aim  so  high  and  so  well  sustained,  will  rank 
him,  perhaps,  foremost  among  our  American  scholars,  in  the 
loftiest  and  most  difficult  walk  of  investigation. 
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Akticlb   VI.— the   PRESBYTERIAN    DISRUFHON    OF 

1838. 

A  History  of  the  New  School^  and  of  the  questions  involved 
in  the  disruption  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  1S38. 
By  Samuel  J.  Baibd,  D.  D.  Philadelphia :  Claxton,  Rem- 
sen  &  Haflfelfinger.     12mo.    pp.  564. 

In  Dr.  Samuel  J.  Baird's  "  History  of  the  New  School," 
there  is  much  more  than  the  writer  is  probably  aware  of. 
While  it  purports  to  give  only  the  history  of  one  party,  its 
chief  value  is  that  it  gives  an  interior  view  of  the  history  of 
the  other  party.  At  the  same  time  it  illustrates,  in  a  beauti- 
fully unconscious  way,  the  ineradicable  infirmities,  not  in- 
deed of  the  Presbyterian  polity  abstractly  considered,  but  of 
the  concrete  system  which  bears  that  name  in  Scotland  and  in 
the  United  States.  The  industrious  and  earnest  author  of  this 
volume,  with  no  thought  of  exhibiting  anything  else  than  the 
portentous  heresies  and  the  nefarious  intentions  of  ''  the  New 
School,"  is  all  the  while,  from  first  to  last,  spreading  before 
his  readers  the  most  abundant  materials  for  a  judgment  con- 
cerning the  practical  value  of  that  ecclesiastical  polity  which 
we  find  portrayed  in  a  certain  other  volume  known  as  "  the 
Presbyterian  Book."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  work  will 
obtain  a  wide  circulation  ;  so  that  the  lessons  which  it  gives, 
on  the  pending  question  of  '^  Presbyterian  Reunion,"  may  be 
inwardly  digested  by  all  who  have  any  part  to  perform  in  that 
transaction. 

We  are  far  from  certifying  the  accuracy  of  this  History  in 
all  its  details,  especially  when  the  author  undertakes  to  repre- 
sent the  actions  and  motives  of  Congregationalists  or  New 
School  Presbyterians.  When  he  tells  us  what  the  men  of  his 
own  party,  contemporary  with  himself,  have  said  and  done, 
and  how  they  felt,  we  rarely  find  occasion  to  distrust  his  testi- 
mony. But,  in  other  cases,  his  ignorance  sometimes,  and 
sometimes  his  partisan  or  sectarian  prejudice,  overcomes  his 
good  intentions,   and  causes  him  to   deviate  from  historical 
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truth.  As  we  proceed  we  may  have  occasion  to  indicate  some 
instances  of  his  inaccuracy.  Tlie  value  of  the  book,  however, 
does  not  depend  on  the  exactness  of  its  statements  concerning 
the  doctrines,  the  actions,  or  the  motives  of  men  obnoxious  to 
the  author's  dislike.  Its  usefulness  may  even  be  the  greater, 
if  the  evident  fact  is  that  the  author^s  ecclesiasticism,  in  its 
combination  with  his  theology,  has  made  it  impossible  (at 
least  in  the  sense  of  moral  inability)  for  him  to  avoid  such 
misrepresentation  of  facts  and  of  persons.  Just  for  that 
reason  do  we  commend  the  book  to  the  careful  attention  of 
all  who  have  any  interest  in  the  inquiry  whether  the  proposed 
return  of  the  exscinded  New  School  Presbyterians  to  an 
organic  union  with  the  body  from  which  (to  their  great  relief) 
they  were  expelled  thirty  years  ago,  will  be  likely  to  result  in 
peace  and  in  the  edification  of  the  body  of  Christ.  In  a 
former  Article  we  ventured  to  suggest  that  the  old  breed*  of 
heresy-hunters  is  not  yet  extinct.  To  any  New  School  Pres- 
byterian, simple  enough  to  entertain  a  doubt  on  that  point,  we 
say,  read  Baird's  "History  of  the  New  School,"  and  judge 
whether  it  would  be  a  pleasant  thing  for  you  to  be  where  he 
could  assail  you  with  an  ecclesiastical  prosecution. 

It  is  not  our  purpose,  then,  to  controvert  Dr.  Baird's  theo- 
logical propositions,  nor  to  inquire  how  far  his  intrepretations 
of  the  Bible  and  of  "  the  standards  "  are  accepted  by  repre- 
seutative  men  in  his  own  "  denomination."  Nor  do  we  in- 
tend to  correct,  otherwise  than  incidentally,  the  historical 
errors  into  which  he  has  fallen  here  and  there.  Whoever 
may  write  the  history  of  the  conflicts  which  brought  about 
the  disruption  of  the  Presbyterian  body  thirty  years  ago — 
whether  we  have  the  Old  School  version  of  the  story  by  Dr. 
Baird  or  Dr.  Hodge,  or  the  New  School  version  of  it  by  Dr. 
Qillett — the  main  facts  are  the  same  in  every  versi'^n ;  and 
the  light  which  they  shed  not  only  on  the  pending  question  of 
Presbyterian  reconstruction,  but  on  all  schemes  for  bringing 
the  churches  of  Christ  into  an  organized  and  governed  unity, 
is  essentially  the  same. 

What  caused  that  "  disruption  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 

*  The  word  was  oddly  misprinted  '*  creed.**    See  New  EnglAoder,  186S,  p.  662. 
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in  1838  ?"  The  simplest  answer  to  the  qnestion  is  the  only 
reasonable  answer.  Is  there  anybody  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  leading  facts,  who  does  not  know  what  caused  that  dis- 
ruption? The  Presbyterian  Church  was  torn  asunder  be- 
cause, from  the  beginning,  it  had  included  two  parties  who 
could  not  permanently  walk  together  in  the  bonds  of  that 
organization.  What  was  called  the  Old  School  party,  could 
not,  without  ceasing  to  be  itself,  live  under  the  rule  of  a  New 
School  majority.  On  the  other  hand,  the  New  School  party, 
after  having  been  for  a  little  while  in  the  majority,  though 
never  themselves  the  majority,  had  found  that  liberty  for 
them,  with  their  construction  of  the  constitution  and  "  the 
standards,"  and  their  interpretation  of  the  Bible,  was  thence- 
forth impossible  under  a  government  controlled  by  their  adver- 
saries. So  deep,  on  both  sides,  was  the  conviction  of  the  im- 
p<>6sibility  of  continued  union  in  one  organization,  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  violent  disruption,  the  only  question  actually 
pending  was,  how  to  agree  on  terms  of  disunion. 

What  were  the  two  parties  whose  discordance  made  disrup- 
tion inevitable?  It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  the  names  by 
which  they  were  called  indicate  a  theological  difference.  Large 
theological  differences  among  "  evangelical  Christians  "  are  not 
inconsistent  with  Christian  friendship  and  fellowship,  nor — as 
Tract  Societies  and  many  other  organizations  prove — with 
Christian  cooperation.  Nor  is  it  enough  to  say  that  there  was 
between  the  two  parties  a  difference  of  national  origin  and  of 
ecclesiastical  traditions ; — the  one  being  for  the  most  part  of 
Scotch  descent,  with  traditions  of  a  national  Presbyterianisra 
and  of  "  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,"  and  its  heroes 
and  martyrs ;  and  the  other  a  New  England  element,  with 
traditions  from  the  Mayflower.  Outside  of  that  particular 
organization,  there  is  no  desperate  incompatibility  between 
Scotland  and  New  England.  We  must  analyze  a  little  more 
carefully,  if  we  would  fully  understand  the  causes  of  the  dis- 
ruption. 

In  our  reading  of  the  history,  the  Presbyterian  organization 
in  this  country  seems  to  have  included,  from  the  beginning, 
two  elements  which  could  not  but  generate,  in  the  progress  of 
events,  an  irrepressible  conflict.     Whether  we  take  Dr.  Baird's 
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veraion  of  the  story,  or  that  given  by  the  New  School  histo- 
rian, Dr.  Gillett,  we  get  the  same  fundamental  facts.  From 
the  formation  of  what  is  denominated  in  the  work  before  os, 
"  the  General  Presbytery  " — a  presbytery  without  a  name, 
without  geographical  boundaries,  and  without  responsibility  to 
any  superior  judicatory,  without  any  formally  adopted  consti- 
tution or  confession  of  faith,  and  apparently  without  any 
representatives  of  church-sessions — there  seems  to  have  been, 
in  the  organization,  an  element,  on  the  one  hand,  which  we 
may  designate  as  sectarian  or  '^  denominational,"  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  more  catholic  element.  On  the  one  hand,  there 
were  men  whose  theory  was  exclusively  Presbyterian,  and 
who  thought  only  of  propagating  in  the  colonies  the  full  sys- 
tem of  the  church  of  Scotland,  with  as  little  modification  as 
possible.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  men  whose  ecclesias- 
ticism  was  less  rigorous;  who  thought  more  of  the  gospel  as 
the  power  of  God  to  salvation  than  of  church  government 
after  any  particular  pattern ;  and  who  accepted  Presbyterian- 
ism  because,  not  finding  any  objection  to  it  in  the  precepts  or 
the  precedents  of  the  New  Testament,  they  thought  it  a  con- 
venient arrangement  for  Christian  communion  and  coopera- 
tion. It  need  not  be  assumed  that  all  who  came  from  Scot- 
land and  the  North  of  Ireland  were  of  one  sort,  nor  that  all 
from  New  England  were  of  the  other  sort,  nor  even  that  the 
difference  between  one  sort  and  the  other  was  always  discern- 
ible. To  some  extent,  doubtless,  the  tendency  to  rigid  secta- 
rianism, and  the  tendency  to  a  larger  comprehension — might 
coexist  in  the  same  mind  for  a  season,  and  the  ascendency  of 
either  might  be  determined  by  external  influences.  Some- 
times a  man  who  was  trained  in  the  strictest  sect,  becomes 
truly  catholic  by  the  force  of  his  Christian  sympathies ;  and 
sometimes  one  whose  youth  was  full  of  large  aspirations  after 
the  communion  of  the  saints,  becomes,  in  later  years,  by  the 
force  of  party  movements,  and  by  association  with  men  of 
narrow  views,  a  stiff  sectarian.  Our  position  is,  not  that 
there  were  among  the  founders  of  the  Presbyterian  organiza- 
tion in  this  country  theological  differences  to  be  compromised, 
nor  that  some  of  them  were  Scotchmen  and  some  New  Eng- 
land men,  but  that  from  the  first  there  was  a  sectarian  tenden- 
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cy  and  a  catholic  tendency  working  against  each  other,  con- 
scionsly  or  unconsciously — like  the  flesh  lusting  against  the 
spirit  and  the  spirit  against  the  flesh. 

To  make  this  plain,  we  need,  perhaps,  no  other  facts  than 
those  which  Dr.  Baird  has  given  us.     He,  himself,  while  per- 
fectly confident  that  all  the  members  of  "  the  General  Presby- 
tery '*  were  intensely  and  only  Presbyterian,  according  to  the 
Scotch  system,  brings  out  the  fact  that  their  union,  under  the 
name  of  a  presbytery,  was  as  informal  at  first  as  an  association 
of  Congregational   ministers,   and   had   no  other  basis  than 
their  fraternal   confidence  in   each  other,  and   no  other  aim 
than  to  help  each  other  in  their  common  work  of  evangeliza- 
tion.    He  quotes  from   John  Thompson,  a  member  of  that 
body,  what  seems  to  us  an  explicit  recognition  of  this  fact. 
**  As  far  as  I  know,"  said  Thompson,  '*  we  have  not  any  par- 
ticular system  of  doctrines  composed  by  ourselves  or  others, 
which  we,  hy  ^ny  jvdicidl  act  of  ov/r  Churchy  have  adopted  to 
be  the  articles  or  confession  of  our  faith,"  etc.     "  It  is  true,  as  I 
take  it,  we  all  generally  acknowledge  and  look  upon  the  West- 
minster Confession  and  Catechisms  to  be  our  confession,  or 
what  we  own  for  such,  but  the  most  that  can  be  said  is  that 
the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  is  the  confession  of  the 
faith  of  the  generality  of  our  members,  ministers,  and  people." 
Dr.  Baird  presents  the  case  fairly  enough  when  he  says,  in 
connection  with  his  quotation  from  John  Thompson :  "  Cer- 
tain brethren,  who  knew  each  other  as  Presbyterians  of  the 
Westminster  Confession,  aud  who  had   been  accustomed  to 
meet  and  consult   together,  occasionally  and  informally,   as 
on  occasion  of  Andrews'  ordination  [to  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  in  Philadelphia,  1702]   now  found  the  interests  of 
the  cause  of  Christ  to  demand  more  formal  and  stated  delib- 
erations, and,  therefore,  determined  to  meet  annually,  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  without  alluding  to  the  circumstance — 
or,  perhaps,  even  in  their  own  minds  adverting  to  it — that 
they  were,  in  fact,  marking  the  lines  of  a  new  and  distinct 
division  of  the  camps  of  Israel."    In  other  words,  they  did 
not  undertake  to  create  a  sect  (the  short  English  word  for  that 
sonorous  euphemism  "division  of  the  camps  of  Israel");  it 
did  not  even  occur  to  them  that  they  were  doing  so.     On  the 
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contrary,  they  were  intent  on  forming  a  society  for  evangeliza- 
tion. Our  author  says,  "  The  distinct  design  of  the  fathers  of 
our  Church,  in  organizing  themselves  into  a  presbytery,  was 
the  erection  of  an  evangelical  society — an  executive  organ  for 
the  propagation  of  the  Gospel."  So  liberal  were  their  views, 
that  they  did  not  feel  themselves  called  to  testify  against 
those  English  Presbyterians  who  had  just  abdicated,  as  our 
author  tiinks,  every  distinctive  principle  ot  Presbyterianism 
by  uuiting  with  the  Independents  under  the  "  Heads  of  Agree- 
ment," planned  by  Increase  Mather  of  New  England.  They 
did  not  hesitate  to  enter  into  communication  and  correspond- 
ence with  the  London  Dissenters  as  partakers  with  them  in 
the  business  of  "  evangelizing  these  colonies ;"  nor  do  they 
seem  to  have  intimated — as  Dr.  Baird  would  surely  have 
done — that  their  own  platform  differed  in  any  important  re- 
spect from  that  of  the  brethren  whom  they  entreated  to  help 
them  in  *' carrying  on  so  necessary  and  glorious  a  work." 
The  curious  reader  may  fiud  all  these  things  stated  by  our 
author  incidentally,  rather  than  purposely,  in  his  first  and 
second  chapters.     See  pp.  23,  24,  47-51. 

lu  1716,  the  annual  meeting  of  ministers  which  had  called 
itself  ''the  "Presbytery,"  and  which  our  author  denominates 
"  the  General  Presbytery,"  had  become  sufficiently  numerous 
and  extensive  to  divide  itself  into  '*  subordinate  meetings  or 
presbyteries,"  and  to  assume  for  itself  the  higher  style  of 
"  Synod."  Yet,  in  so  doing,  they  seem  not  to  have  thought  of 
making  or  adopting  any  sectarian  constitution  or  standards  by 
which  they  were  to  be  distinguished  and  separated  from  other 
recognized  '*  divisions  of  the  camps  of  Israel."  They  simply 
assigned  six  of  their  number  ''  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  or 
elsewhere  as  they  shall  see  fit," — ^six  others  ''  to  meet  at  New 
Castle  ur  elsewhere  as  they  shall  see  fit," — and  three  others  "  to 
meet  at  Snowhill  or  elsewhere."  Fifteen  ministers  being 
thus  dibtributed  into  three  presbyteries,  the  record  proceeds : 
"  And  in  consideration  that  only  our  brethren,  Mr.  McNish 
and  Mr.  Pumry  [Pomroy]  are  of  our  number  upon  Long 
Island,  at  present,  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  them  to  use 
their  best  endeavors  with  the  neighboring  brethren  that  are 
settled  there,  which,  as  yet,  join  not  with  us,  to  join  with  them 
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in  erecting  a  fourth  presbytery."  The  names  of  the  fifteen 
assigned  to  three  presbyteries,  as  well  as  of  the  two  who  were 
to  constitute  the  lourth  as  soon  as  they  could  find  a  Long 
Island  Congregationalist  ''  to  join  with  them,"  are  indicative 
of  something  broader  than  a  Scotch  sect,  and  of  divergent 
tendencies  likely  to  exist  in  the  Synod.  Scotchmen  (or  Scotch- 
Irish)  and  Welshmen,  Euglibhmen  and  ^ew  Englaud  men, — 
some  educated  at  Glasgow,  some  at  Harvard  College,  and 
some  among  Dissenters  in  England, — however  united  in  a 
common  work  of  evangelization,  were  not  likely  to  be  in  all 
things  perfectly  and  permanently  unanimous.  The  fact  of 
their  union,  under  the  name  of  presbyteries  and  synod,  is 
proof  that  some  of  them  had  more  of  the  catholic  than  of  the 
sectarian  spirit. 

Before  the  year  1727,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
even  a  proposal  that  the  Synod  should  require  of  its  members 
a  subscription  to  any  prescribed  confession  of  faith.  The 
Arianism  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  beginning  to  be  formi- 
dably developed  in  Ireland,  and  the  Presbyterians  of  that 
country  did  not  know  how  to  counteract  it  without  insisting 
on  an  unqualified  acceptance  of  the  Westminster  standards  of 
doctrine.  Some  Irish  Presbyterians  in  this  country  very 
naturally  thought  that  there  could  be  no  security  for  the  gos- 
pel unless  the  same  course  were  taken  here.  In  1726,  the 
agitations  among  Irish  Presbyterians  resulted  in  a  synodical 
act,  not  only  imposing  the  Westminster  Confession  on  ali  can- 
didates at  their  ordination  or  licensure,  but  also  excluding 
from  the  Synod  all  members  who  refused  to  subscribe  that 
document  as  the  confession  of  their  faith.  The  next  year  an 
Irish  minister,  the  John  Thompson  above  meutiuned,  proposed 
that  something  of  that  sort  should  be  done  by  the  American 
Synod.  Jedediah  Andrews,  the  New  England  minister  of  a 
Presbyterian  congregation  in  Philadelphia  (the  first  predeces- 
sor of  Albert  Barnes  in  that  congregation),  gave  an  account 
of  the  proposal  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Colman  of  Boston,  April, 
1729 :  ''  We  are  now  likely,"  said  he,  "  to  fall  into  a  great 
difiference  about  subscribing  the  Westminster  Confession  of 
faith.  An  overture  for  it,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Lewestown,  was  offered  to  our  Synod,  the  year  before  last,  but 
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not  then  read  in  the  Synod.  Measures  were  taken  to  stave  it 
off;  and  I  was  in  hopes  we  should  have  heard  no  more  of  it. 
But  last  year  it  was  brought  again,  recommended  by  all  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  members  present;  and  being  read  among 
us,  a  proposal  was  made,  presented  and  agreed  to,  that  it 
should  be  deferred  till  our  next  meeting  for  further  consider- 
ation. The  proposal  is  that  all  ministers  and  intrants  should 
sign  it  [the  Confession],  or  be  disowned  as  members.  Now, 
shall  we  do  it?  They  will  certainly  carry  it  by  numbers. 
Our  countrymen  say  they  are  willing  to  join  in  a  vote  to  make 
it  the  confession  of  our  Church  /  but  to  agree  to  making  it  a 
test  of  O7'thodoxy  a/nd  term  of  ministerial  communion^  they 
will  not.  I  think  all  the  Scotch  are  on  one  side,  and  all  the 
English  and  Welsh  on  the  other,  to  a  man."  p.  60.  Doubt- 
less the  ''  Scotch  "  in  his  use  included  the  Scotch-Irish,  as  "  the 
English"  (or  "  our  countrymen  ")  included  himself  and  others 
from  New  England.  The  words  which  we  print  in  italics 
show  that  the  objection  of  the  English  and  Welsh  ministers 
was  not  to  the  theology  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  but  to 
the  use  of  that  formulary  as  a  test,  and  to  the  proposal  to  ex- 
clude from  '*  ministerial  communion  "  every  man  who  might 
be  unwilling  to  subscribe  it  as  the  confession  of  his  faith. 

In  another  passage  of  the  same  letter,  Andrews  seems  almost 
to  have  had  a  glimpse  of  the  excision  a  hundred  and  ten 
years  afterwards.  We  take  this,  as  well  as  the  former  quota- 
tion, from  Dr.  Baird,  for  in  this  part  of  the  story  we  intend  to 
make  him  our  sole  authority.  *'  Some  say  the  design  of  this 
motion  is  to  spew  out  our  countrymen,  they  being  scarce  able 
to  hold  way  with  the  other  brethren  in  all  their  disciplinary 
and  legislative  notions.  What  truth  there  may  be  in  this  I 
know  not.  Some  deny  it ;  whereas  others  say  there  is  some- 
thing in  it.  I  am  satisfied,  some  of  us  are  an  uneasiness  to 
them,  and  are  thought  to  be  too  much  in  their  way  sometimes  ; 
so  that  I  think  it  would  bo  no  trouble  to  lose  some  of  us."  p.  66. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  (as  Dr.  Baird  expressly  takes  notice) 
was  not  troubled  abt)ut  any  doctrinal  difference  between  the 
Scotch  or  Scotch-Irish  ministers  and  those  whom  he  called  his 
"  countrymen."  In  his  view  it  was  only  from  some  "  discipli- 
nary and  legislative  notions  "  of  "  the  other  brethren  "  that 
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mischief  was  likely  to  arise.  Men  who  were  perfectly  agreed 
In  adopting,  verbatim  et  literatim^  every  theological  statement 
of  the  Westminster  Confession,  might  differ  widely  on  the 
*' disciplinary  and  legislative  "  qnestion,  whether  to  set  up  that 
formulary  as  a  graven  image  In  the  house  of  God,  and  to  re- 
quire God's  ministers  to  bow  down  before  it  under  pain  of 
being  excluded  from  the  temple.  Those  whose  theory  of  dis- 
cipline and  legislation  in  the  church  was  not  derived  from  the 
Westminster  Assembly,  but  was  maintained  in  that  assembly 
against  a  powerfiil  majority  by  the  five  "  Dissenting  Brethren," 
and  whose  ecclesiastical  descent  was  not  from  any  national 
church,  but  from  the  martyrs  and  confessors  of  the  English 
"  Separation,"  had  inherited  a  prejudice  (somewhat  violently 
expressed  by  men  who  were  hanged  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
for  their  fidelity  to  the  New  Testament)  to  prescribed  and  im- 
posed forms,  whether  of  worship  or  of  doctrine.  They  were 
unable  to  see  why  the  arguments  against  a  prescribed  and 
imposed  liturgy  were  not  equally  valid  against  the  "  discipli- 
nary and  legislative  notion  "  of  compelling  a  Christian  man  to 
profess  his  faith  and  his  understanding  and  reception  of  the 
Christian  doctrines  in  any  one  form  of  words,  by  whomsoever 
prescribed  and  imposed.  Whether  that  prejudice  was  reason- 
able is  not  now  the  question.  In  its  bearing  on  prescribed 
forms  of  doctrinal  belief,  it  seems  to  Presbyterians  quite 
unreasonable.  To  Episcopalians  it  seems  no  less  unreasonable 
in  its  bearing  on  a  prescribed  liturgy. 

We  are  further  indebted  to  our  author  for  a  quotation  from 
a  man  much  more  distinguished  than  Andrews.  Jonathan  Dick- 
inson, born  in  Massachusetts,  educated  at  Yale  College,  the 
Presbyterian  minister  of  Elizabethtown,  in  New  Jersey,  and 
afterwards  the  first  president  of  the  college  now  at  Princeton, 
was  much  the  ablest  theologian  in  the  Synod,  and  his  orthodoxy 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion.  He  was  as  far  as  Andrews 
from  approving  the  proposal  to  set  up  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession as  a  test.  He — as  Dr.  Baird  represents  him — "  insisted 
that  Laish  "  (to  which  Thompson  in  his  overture  had  likened 
the  colonial  Presbyterianism)  "  will  not  be  bettered  by  the 
wall  of  subscription  ;  that  her  true  defense  consists  in  a 
thorough  examination  of  candidates  on  the  work  of  grace  in 
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their  hearts;  in  reviving  discipline,  bringing  oflfenders  to 
account,  and  being  diligent  in  preaching  the  whole  counsel  of 
God.  He  urges  that  the  Synod  had  already  a  bond  of  union 
in  the  general  acknowledgment  of  the  truth,  and  that  the  en- 
forcing of  subscription  is  the  fruitful  cause  of  controversy  and 
division.  Subscription,  therefore,  is  not  necessary  to  the  being 
or  the  well-being  of  a  church,  unless  hatred,  variance,  emula- 
tion, wrath,  strife,  sedition,  and  heresies  are  necessary  to  that 
end."     p.  66. 

Our  readers  may  see, now,  what  we  mean  by  a  sectarian  ten- 
dency on  the  one  hand  and  a  catholic  tendency  on  the  other, 
in  the  Presbyterian  body  at  that  early  day.  The  catholic 
tendency  was  adverse  to  all  divisive  discipline  and  legislation, 
and  sought  to  bring  into  Christian  fellowship  and  cooperation  as 
many  as  possible  of  those  whom  Christ  had  received  into  a 
spiritual  union  with  himself.  The  sectarian  tendency  de- 
manded some  standards  and  tests,  contrived  by  man's  wisdom, 
which  should  answer  the  great  purpose  of  marking  off  a  ''  dis- 
tinct division  of  the  camps  of  It^rael."  What  Thompson  in  his 
overture  called  "  our  church,"  was  not  intended  to  be  simply 
Christ's  church  and  nothing  more  or  less.  It  was  to  be 
enclosed  with  walls  and  bulwarks,  which  should  separate  it  not 
only  from  the  unbelieving  world,  but  also  and  with  equal  care- 
fulness from  other  Christian  churches  occupying,  or  that  might 
occupy,  the  same  territory.  The  catholic  tendency  would 
receive  to  "ministerial  fellowship"  any  man  in  whose  case 
there  was  suflScient  evidence  that  God's  providence  and  Spirit 
had  qualified  him  for  the  ministry,  and  that  the  head  of  the 
catholic  church  had  called  him  to  that  work.  The  sectarian 
tendency  would  require  him  also  to  subscribe  the  Westmin- 
ster Confession  as  the  confession  of  his  faith,  and,  if  he  could 
not  do  so,  would  send  him  to  exercise  his  ministry  in  some 
other  "  denomination." 

The  quotations  which  Dr.  Baird  has  given  us  from 
Andrews  and  Dickinson  have  a  value  which  he  does  not  seem 
to  have  observed  ;  yet  we  do  not  understand  how  he  failed  to 
observe  what  the  bearing  of  these  quotations  is  on  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  decree  which  Presbyterians  generally  call 
<'  the  Adopting  Act "  of  the  Synod  in  1729.    The  language  of 
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the  record,  when  compared  with  the  langnage  used  by  those 
in  whom  the  catholic  tendency  predominated,  is,  to  U8,  a 
demonstration  that  the  result  of  the  protracted  consideration 
was  a  compromise  in  which  much  was  conceded  to  the  scru- 
ples of  men  who  had  objected  to  the  proposal. 

What  the  Synod  did  in  that  matter  is  recorded  in  two  acts 
which  our  author,  in  professed  conformity  with  the  record, 
distinguishes  as  "  the  Preliminary  Act "  and  "  the  Adopting 
Act ;"  but  which  Dr.  Gillett  in  his  work,  written  from  the 
opposite  point  of  view,  comprehends  under  one  title,  "  the 
Adopting  Act."  It  is  significant  that  ''  the  affair  concerning 
the  confession "  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  eight  mem- 
bers, Andrews  and  Dickinson  being  placed  at  the  head.  The 
paper  reported  by  that  committee  and  unanimously  adopted,  is 
intelligible  only  when  we  remember  the  position  of  those  who 
objected  to  the  principle  of  a  prescribed  and  imposed  confes- 
sion.    The  act  is  in  these  words : 

"Although  the  Synod  do  not  claim  or  pretend  to  any  authority  of  imposing 
oar  faith  upon  other  men's  consciences,  but  do  profess  our  just  dissatisfaction 
with,  and  abhorrence  of,  such  impositions,  and  do  utterly  disclaim  all  legislative 
power  and  authority  in  the  church,  being  willing  to  receive  one  another  as 
Christ  has  received  us,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  admit  to  fellowship  in  sacred 
ordinances  all  such  as  we  have  grounds  to  believe  Christ  will  at  last  admit  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ;  yet  we  are  undoubtedly  obliged  to  take  care  that  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints  be  kept  pure  and  uncorrupt  among  us,  and  handed 
down  to  our  posterity,  and  do,  therefore,  agree  that  all  the  ministers  of  this 
Synod,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  into  this  Synod,  shaU  declare  their 
agreement  in,  and  approbation  of,  the  Confession  of  Faith  with  the  Larger  and 
Shorter  Catechisms  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminister,  as  being,  in  aU 
the  essential  and  necessary  articles,  good  forms  of  sound  words  and  systems  oS. 
Christian  doctrine,  and  du  also  adopt  the  said  Confession  and  Catechisms  as  the 
confes8iou  of  our  faith.  And  we  do  also  agree  that  all  the  presbyteries  within 
our  bounds  shall  always  take  care  not  to  admit  any  candidate  of  the  ministry 
into  the  exercise  of  the  sacred  function,  but  what  declares  his  agreement  in 
opinion  with  all  the  essential  and  necessary  articles  of  said  Confession,  either  by 
subscribing  the  said  Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechisms,  or  by  a  verbal  declaration 
of  their  assteut  thereto,  as  such  minister  or  candidate  shall  think  best.  And.  in 
case  any  minister  of  this  Synod,  or  any  candidate  for  the  ministry,  shall  have 
any  scruple  with  respect  to  any  article  or  articles  of  said  Confession  or  Cate- 
chisms, he  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  making  said  declaration,  declare  his  senti- 
ments to  the  presbytery  or  Synod,  who  shall,  notwithstanding,  admit  him  to  the 
exercise  of  the  ministry  within  our  bounds,  and  to  ministerial  communion,  if  the 
Synod  or  presbytery  shall  judge  his  scruple  or  mistake  to  be  only  about  articles 
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not  esaentiai  and  necessary,  in  doctrine,  worship,  op  government.  But  if  the 
Bynod  or  presbytery  shall  jud^e  snoh  ministers  or  candidates  erroneous  in  essen- 
tial and  necessary  articles  of  faith,  the  Synod  or  presbytery  shall  declare  them 
incapable  of  communion  with  them.  And  the  Synod  do  solemnly  agree  that 
none  of  na  will  traduce  or  use  any  approbrlous  terms  of  those  that  differ  from 
us  in  these  extra  essential  and  not-necessary  points  of  doctrine,  but  treat  them 
with  the  same  friendship,  kindness,  and  brotherly  love,  as  if  they  had  not  differed 
from  us  in  such  sentiments.''    pp.  60,  61. 

This  was  followed  by  another  transaction  in  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Synod,  with  one  exception,  eighteen  in  number, 
"  after  proposing  all  the  scruples  that  any  of  them  had  to 
make  against  any  articles  and  expressions  in  the  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms  of  the  Assembly  of 
Divines  at  Westminster,"  "  unanimously  agreed  in  the  solution 
of  those  scruples,  and  in  declaring  the  said  Confession  and 
Catechisms  to  be  the  confession  of  their  faith,  excepting  only 
some  clauses  in  the  twentieth  and  twenty-third  chapters,  con- 
cerning which  clauses  the  Synod  do  unanimously  declare  that 
they  do  not  receive  those  articles  in  any  such  sense  as  to  sup- 
pose the  civil  magistrate  hath  a  controlling  power  over  synods 
with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  their  ministerial  authority,  or 
power  to  persecute  any  for  their  religion,  or  in  any  sense  con- 
trary to  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  throne  of  Great 
Britain." 

Dr.  Baird  devotes  a  whole  chapter  to  the  task  of  proving 
that  "  the  Preliminary  Act "  (which  we  have  given  at  full 
length)  was  not  "  a  compromise,"  was  not  "  ambiguous  in  its 
terms,"  and  was  not  ''  designed  to  admit  of  considerable  lati- 
tude of  doctrinal  sentiments  among  the  ministry  of  the 
church."  He  insists  that  Thompson  (author  of  the  overture 
which  was  "  staved  off"  in  1727,  postponed  in  1728,  and  finally 
acted  on  in  1729)  and  liis  party  gave  up  nothing  of  their  de- 
mand, and  that  Dickinson  and  Andrews,  with  the  English  and 
the  Welsh,  gave  up  all  their  objections.  The  "  Act  "  itself,  as 
we  read  the  record,  tells  us  a  different  story. 

What  the  Scotch  and  Irish  members  of  the  Synod  had  been 
understood  to  demand,  and  what  the  English  and  Welsh  mem- 
bers  had  opposed,  was  the  imposing  of  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession on  all  ministers  and  candidates  for  the  ministry  as  the 
text  of  orthodoxy.    Thompson's  position,  as  understood,  was 
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the  purely  sectarian  one :  **  If  we  have  no  confession  which  is 
ours  by  synodical  act,  or  if  any  among  ns  have  not  subscribed 
or  acknowledged  the  confession  "  [in  every  phrase  and  word 
of  it,  "  as  the  confessbn  of  their  faith  "],  *'  then,  first — There  is 
no  bar  provided  to  keep  out  of  the  ministry  those  who  are 
corrupt  in  doctrinals ;  "  and,  "  secondly — Those  that  are  in  the 
ministry  among  us  may  propagate  gross  errors  and  corrupt 
many  thereby,  without  being  discovered  to  preach  anything 
against  the  received  truth,  because "  [on  the  supposition  that 
we  have  no  prescribed  and  imposed  formulary  of  doctrine] 
"  the  truth  never  was  positively  received  among  us."  p.  62. 
In  his  view,  the  Synod,  with  all  the  churches  which  it  repre- 
sented— so  long  as  it  had  only  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the 
promise  of  Christ's  presence,  and  the  truths  of  the  gospel  writ- 
ten in  the  experience  of  living  souls  by  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  the  confidence  of  the  members  in  each  other's  or- 
thodoxy— was  like  a  city  without  bars  or  gates,  incapable  of 
defending  itself  against  any  intruder.  The  thought  that  the 
Scriptures,  unsupplemented,  might  be  profitable  and  suflBcient 
"for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness,"  and  that  "  the  man  of  God,"  having  those 
Scriptures,  though  not  sworn  to  any  prescribed  and  imposed 
form  of  words,  might  be^'*  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  to  all 
good  works,"  even  in  a  synod,  was  out  of  his  range.  The 
thought  that  a  preacher  of  false  doctrine  might  be  tried  and 
convicted  with  only  the  Bible  for  a  standard,  was  foreign  to 
his  mental  habits.  The  thought  that  a  presbytery  might  ex- 
amine a  candidate  for  licensure  or  for  ordination,  and  pass 
judgment  on  his  doctrinal  soundness  without  stretching  or 
clipping  him  on  the  iron  bedstead  of  a  prescribed  formulary, 
was  a  thought  with  which  he  had  never  been  familiar,  and 
which  he  could  neither  originate  nor  accept.  Familiar  only 
with  traditions  from  national  churches,  and  with  that  neces- 
sity for  uniformity — doctrinal  or  liturgical — which  results 
from  the  nature  of  ecclesiastical  institutions  endowed  and 
established  by  the  State,  he  could  not  grasp  the  conception  of 
the  great  Church  of  Christ,  free^  and  catholic,  existing  in  or- 
ganized congregations  of  believers,  each  congregation  respon- 
sible to  every  other  under  the  law  of  comity  and  love,  and 
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each  owing  to  any  other  such  recognition  and  confidence,  or 
such  admonition  and  rebuke,  as  may  be  demanded  by  their 
actual  relations  of  neighborhood  or  of  intercourse.  Hence  his 
demand,  that  a  certain  document  drawn  up  by  the  Westmin- 
ster Assembly  about  the  middle  of  the  preceding  century, 
should  be  imposed  on  every  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  these  colonies,  and  that  every  minister,  however 
orthodox,  who,  through  any  misunderstanding  of  terms  or  any 
unusual  conscientiousness,  might  refuse  to  accept  that  volumi- 
nous formulary  as  the  confession  of  his  faith,  should  be  re- 
quired to  enlist  in  some  other  ''  division  of  the  camps  of 
Israel." 

Did  Andrews  misunderstand  "all  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
members"  in  the  Synod  of  the  preceding  year?  Recollect  his 
words  in  his  letter  to  Colman  :  ''  We  are  now  likely  to  fall  into 
a  great  difference  about  subscribing  the  Westminster  Con- 
fession of  Faith."  "  The  proposal  is  that  all  ministers  and 
intrants  should  sign  it  or  be  disowned  as  members?'^  *'  Our 
countrymen  say  tliey  a/re  willing  to  join  in  a  vote  to  make  it 
the  confession  of  our  Church  /  but  to  agree  to  making  it  a 
test  of  orthodoxy  and  term  of  ministerial  communion^  they 
will  not.^^  Did  Dickinson  misunderstand  the  intention  of  the 
overture  ?  His  position  was  that  dottrinal  soundness  must  be 
maintained  not  by  requiring  subscription  to  a  prescribed  con- 
fession, but  by  thorough  examination  of  candidates,  by  reviv- 
ing discipline,  by  bringing  offenders  to  account,  by  diligently 
preaching  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  He  maintains  that  the 
Synod  had  been,  and  might  continue  to  be  united,  without 
insisting  that  every  man  should  set  forth  his  doctrinal  system 
in  the  same  invariable  words,  and  that  '^  the  enforcing  of  sub- 
scription is  the  fruitful  cause  of  controversy  and  schism." 

How,  then,  were  Andrews  and  Dickinson,  and  others  of 
their  way  of  thinking,  induced  to  vote  unanimously  vrith 
their  Scotch  and  Irish  brethren  ?  How  was  the  more  catholic 
element  which  desired  to  receive  into  foUowship  all  true  and 
orthodox  ministers  of  Christ  harmonized  with  the  more  secta- 
rian element  which  could  have  no  sense  of  safety  without  sub- 
scription to  every  phrase  and  syllable  of  a  prescribed  con- 
fession ?    Let  the  record  which  we  have  copied  on  a  preceding 
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page,  give  the  answer  to  this  question.  What  was  it  which 
the  Synod  unanimously  voted  at  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  in  which  the  opposition  to  the  original  overture 
was  largely  represented? 

1.  There  was  a  distinct  profession  that  **  the  Synod  do  not 
claim  or  pretend  to  any  authority  of  imposing  our  faith  on 
other  men's  consciences,"  "and  do  utterly  disclaim  all  legisla- 
tive power  and  authority  in  the  church."  Let  the  extent  of 
this  disclaimer  be  considered.  Church-power  is  not  legisla- 
tive, but  only  judicial  and  administrative,  applying  and  exe- 
cuting the  principles  which  the  one  Head  of  the  Church  has 
given  in  the  Scriptures.  This  is  the  basis  of  all  true  catho- 
licity. Christ's  catholic  church  is  distinguished  from  the 
world  by  its  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ.  A  sect  is  ordi- 
narily distinguished  from  other  sects  by  its  acts  of  legislation 
supplementary  to  the  Scriptures.  Its  *'  standards,"  contrived 
by  human  wit  and  skill,  and  set  up  as  law  by  its  own  author- 
ity, are  designed  to  distinguish  it  not  from  the  world  only,  but 
from  other  sects  which  are  supposed  to  have  standards  of 
their  own. 

2.  With  equal  distinctness  the  Synod  made  profession  of 
"  being  willing  to  receive  one  another  as  Christ  hath  received 
us  to  the  glory  of  God,"  and  of  readiness  to  admit  to  church 
fellowship  "  all  such  as  we  have  grounds  to  believe  Christ  will 
at  last  admit  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  This  is  certainly 
the  catholic  principle;  and  we  frankly  testify  that  whatever 
violations  of  this  principle  may  bo  laid  to  the  charge  of  some 
Congregational  churches,  the  standards  of  Presbyterianism 
are  not  imposed  on  private  members  of  the  church  as  a  test  of 
fitness  for  communion,  but  are  imposed  on  ministers,  elders, 
and  deacons,  as  a  test  of  fitness  for  ofiice. 

3.  ^^ Subscription^^  to  the  Confession  and  Catechisms  is 
net  exacted.  "  Subscrihing  the  Westminster  Confession  " 
was  that  about  which  Andrews  had  feared  their  falling  into 
"  a  great  difference."  The  "  enforcing  of  subscription  "  was 
what  Dickinson  had  denounced  as  the  fruitful  cause  of  contro- 
versy and  division.  The  rule  established  by  the  Irish  Synod, 
in  1698,  was  that  no  man  be  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  till 
"  he  subscribe  the  Confession  of  Faith,  m  all  the  articles  there- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


152  The  PreshyUrian  Disruption  of  1838.  [Jan., 

of^  as  the  confession  of  his  faith."    Nothing  like  this  appears 
in  the  record  before  ns. 

4,  Instead  of  enforcing  subscription  to  the  Confession  "  in 
all  the  articles  thereof,"  the  act  provides  that  all  ministers  in 
the  Synod,  then  and  thereafter,  "shall  declare  their  agree- 
ment in,  and  approbation  of,  the  Confession,  &c.,  as  being  in 
all  the  essential  and  necessary  articles^  good  forms  of  sound 
words,  and  system  of  Christian  doctrine ;"  and  that  no  candi- 
date shall  be  licensed  by  any  presbytery,  unless  he  *^  declares  his 
agreement  in  opinion  with  aU  the  essential  and  necessary  arti- 
cles of  said  Confession,  either  by  subscribing  the  said  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  Catechicms,  or  by  a  verbal  declaration," 
"  as  such  minister  or  candidate  shall  think  best."  All  this  dif- 
fers from  what  Andrews  and  Dickinson  had  objected  to, 
almost  as  widely  as  a  "  Directory  "  for  public  worship  differs 
from  a  prescribed  and  imposed  book  of  "  Common  Prayer." 

5.  The  candidate  who  has  ''  any  scruple  with  respect  to  any 
article  or  articles  of  said  Confession  or  Catechisms,"  is  re- 
quired to  **  declare  his  sentiments  to  the  presbytery  or  Synod," 
so  that  those  who  are  to  receive  him  as  a  fellow-worker  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Word,  may  know  not  only  what  particular 
articles  he  rejects  or  is  in  doubt  of,  but  also  what  his  own  opin- 
ions are  on  the  subject  of  each  questionable  article  ;  and  it  is 
distinctly  provided  that  the  judicatory  before  whom  he  makes 
his  declaration,  "  shall,  notwithstanding^  admit  him  to  the 
exercise  of  the  ministry  within  our  bounds,  and  to  ministerial 
communion;"  if  they  "judge  his  scruple  or  mistake  to  be 
only  about  articles  not  essential  and  necessary^  in  doctrine, 
worship,  or  government."  In  other  words,  the  candidate  is  to 
express  freely,  and  in  his  own  way,  his  agreement,  or  the  ex- 
tent of  his  agreement,  with  a  recognized  formulary  of  doctrine ; 
and  thereupon  the  presbytery  (for  the  canon  is  to  be  executed, 
ordinarily,  by  presbyteries  only)  is  to  pronounce  judgment, 
rejecting  him  if  he  is  "erroneous  in  essential  and  necessary 
articles  of  faith,"  but  otherwise  admitting  him.  This  is 
almost  an  imitation  of  the  "Pacific  Act,"  adopted  by  the 
Irish  Synod  in  1720,  and  sharply  censured  by  our  author ; — 
an  act  which  declared  "that  if  any  person,  called  upon  to 
subscribe,  shall  scruple  any  phrase  or  phrases  in  the  Confes- 
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don,  he  shall  have  leave  to  use  his  own  expressiono;  which 
the  presbytery  shall  accept  of,  providing  they  judge  such  a 
person  sound  in  the  faith,  and  that  such  expressions  are  con- 
sistent with  the  substance  of  the  doctrine." 

6.  As  an  ecclesiastical  body  sustaining  relations  to  the  min- 
isters and  congregations  under  its  government,  to  other 
churches  everywhere,  and  to  "  them  that  are  without,"  the 
Synod  adopted  the  Westminster  symbols  as  its  own  in  the 
words,  "  We  do  also  adopt  the  said  Confession  and  Catechisms 
as  the  confession  of  our  faith."  This  is  just  what  Andrews 
had  said,  that  he  and  his  "  countrymen  "  would  readily  con- 
sent to :  *^  They  are  willing  to  join  in  a  vote  to  make  it  the  con- 
fession of  our  Church."  In  New  England,  as  long  ago  as 
1648,  the  Synod  which  framed  the  Cambridge  Platform, 
adopted  the  Westminster  Confession,  "judging  it  to  be  very 
holy,  orthodox,  and  judicious  in  all  matters  of  faith,"  and 
therefore  freely  and  fully  consenting  thereunto  "  for  the  sub- 
stance thereof,"  by  a  unanimous  vote.  "We  do,  therefore, 
think  it  meet,"  said  they,  "  that  this  Confession  of  Faith  should 
be  commended  to  the  Churches  of  Christ  among  us,  and  to  the 
honored  court,  as  worthy  of  their  due  consideration  and 
acceptance."  After  the  same  manner,  in  the  Synod  of  1680, 
the  same  Confession  of  Faith,  with  some  slight  modifications 
taken  from  the  Savoy  Confession,  was  "  owned  and  consented 
to  by  the  elders  and  messengers  of  the  Churches ;"  and  in  that 
form  it  was  commonly  known  as  the  New  England  Confession. 
At  a  still  later  date,  the  same  Confession  was  "owned  and 
consented  to  by  the  elders  and  mespengers  of  the  Churches  in 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,"  as  represented  in  Synod  at  Say- 
brook.  Thus  the  men  of  Congregational  antecedents,  among 
the  founders  of  American  Presbyterianism,  while  they  had  a 
traditional  testimony  to  maintain  against  prescribed  and  im- 
posed formularies,  were  familiar  with  the  idea  that  a  Synod, — 
or  meeting  of  ministers  and  other  messengers  delegated  from 
churches — might  give  its  testimony  to  the  fact  that  a  certain 
summary  of  doctrines  was.  according  to  the  Scriptures,  and 
that  those  doctrines  were  actually  held  and  maintained  by  the 
constituent  churches. 

Such  was   "  the  Preliminary   Act,"   adopting  the  West- 
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minster  fonnnlaries,  in  general  terms,  as  the  Synod's  public 
coniFession  of  its  own  faith  or  system  of  Christian  doctrine, 
and  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be  used  at  the 
licensure  or  ordination  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  and  at 
the  admission  of  ministers  to  membership  in  the  Synod  ;  but 
not  imposing  them,  in  all  their  phrases,  on  anybody.  It  was  fol- 
lowed, as  we  have  said,  by  another  act  which  our  author  calls 
**the  Adopting  Act."  That  act  prescribed  nothing  additional 
to  what  was  prescribed  by  the  Preliminary  Act.  Considered 
as  an  act  of  the  Synod,  it  was  simply  a  recognition  and  putting 
on  record  of  the  important  fact  that  eighteen  ministers 
(whose  names  are  given),  being  all  the  ministers,  save  one, 
that  were  present  in  that  meetinsc,  did  then  and  there  comply 
with  the  rule  just  enacted.  Every  one  had  liberty  to  propose 
whatever  scruples  he  had  as  to  the  meaning  or  the  truth  of 
any  article  or  expression  in  what  had  been  adopted  as  the 
Synod's  confession  of  its  faith;  and  when  all  the  scruples  pro- 
posed had  been  considered,  and  the  Synod,  according  to  its 
rule,  had  judged  them  "  to  be  about  articles  not  essential  and 
necessary,"  the  record  was  made— not  that  the  Synod  had  in 
any  way  modified  or  restricted  the  liberty  conceded  by  the 
Preliminary  Act— but  that  eighteen  individual  ministers,  then 
present  as  members  of  the  Synod,  "  have  unanimously  agreed 
in  the  solution  of  those  scruples,  and  in  declaring  the  said 
Confession  and  Catechisms  to  be  the  confession  of  their  faith  " 
as  individual  ministers,  '*  excepting  only  some  clauses  in  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-third  chapters,"  concerning  which  their 
scruples  were  insoluble.  Thereupon  the  Synod  saw  fit  to  pot 
itself  right  on  the  record  by  declaring,  "for  substance,"  that 
the  obnoxious  clauses  were  to  be  taken  in  what  is  now  called  a 
Pickwickian  sense: — "  concerning  which  clauses,  the  Synod  do 
unanimously  declare  that  they  do  not  receive  those  articles  in 
any  such  sense  "  as  that  which  (sometimes  at  least)  they  were 
supposed  to  bear. 

We  hold,  then,  that  in  those  proceedings  by  which  the 
Westminster  formularies  were  made  standards  of  doctrine  for 
American  Presbyterianism,  the  presence  of  a  catholic  element 
desiring  to  open  the  door  for  all  true  ministers  of  Christ  is 
manifest,  and  over  against  it  the  presence  of  a  sectarian  ele- 
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inent  desiring  rather  to  baild  up  *^  a  sung  little  Zion "  into 
which  none  shonld  be  admitted  but  snch  as  could  accept  the 
prescribed  form  of  words,  "  whole  and  entire,"  without  scruple 
and  without  hesitation. 

Dr.  Baird  attempts  to  justify  his  interpretation  of  the 
Adopting  Act  as  modifying  and  restricting  the  apparent  liber- 
ality of  the  Preliminary  Act,  by  quotations  from  the  records 
of  the  following  year.  But  the  attempt  breaks  down  under 
the  pressure  of  nothing  more  than  those  quotations.  It  ap- 
pears that  some  of  the  rigidly  sectarian  men  were  not  pleased 
with  the  prescribed  manner  of  assenting  to  the  Standards. 
In  deference  to  them  the  following  record  was  made : 

"  Wlureat,  Some  persons  have  been  dissatiBfied  at  the  manner  of  wording  onr 
last  year's  agreement  about  the  ConfessioD,  etc,  eopposing  some  ezpreesions  not 
sufficiently  obligatory  upon  intrants: 

"  Overtured,  That  the  Synod  do  now  declare  that  they  understand  these 
clauses  that  respect  the  admission  of  intrants  or  candidates^  in  such  a  sense  as  to 
oblige  them  to  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  and  Catechisms,  at  their  admis- 
sion, in  the  same  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  members  of  Synod  did,  that  were 
then  present: — Which  overture  was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  theSynod.**  p.  88. 

What  we  see  in  this  record  is  only  an  instance  of  that  un- 
defined and  really  compromising  policy  which  American  Pres- 
byterianism  has  often,  not  to  say  generally,  used  in  regard  to 
this  question  of  subscription.  If  it  was  the  unanimous  under- 
standing and  intention  of  the  Synod  that  the  Confession  and 
Catechisms  should  be  not  merely  accepted  by  all  'Entrants 
and  candidates  "  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Preliminary 
Act,  but  adopted  and  sworn  to,  word  for  word,  with  the  sole 
exception  of  some  clauses  relating  to  the  civil  magistrate — ^if, 
as  Dr.  Baird  thinks,  the  standards  were  to  be  adopted  by 
every  individual  minister,  *^  without  reservation  except  as  to 
the  designated  clauses  " — certainly  there  was  nothing  to  hinder 
them  from  saying,  unanimously,  just  that  thing.  But  instead 
of  saying  that  thing,  what  did  they  say  ?  They  put  upon 
their  record  a  reference  to  the  record  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  said  that  intrants  or  candidates  must  receive  and  adopt 
the  standards  "  in  the  same  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Synod  did  that  were  then  present."  Turning 
back  to  that  record  of  1729,  we  find  that  "  the  members  of 
the  Synod  that  were  then  present,"  had  the  opportunity  of 
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"  proposing  all  the  scruples  that  any  of  them  had  to  make 
against  any  articles  and  expressions  "  in  the  symbolical  books, 
and  that,  after  considering  what  each  had  to  oflTer,  they  '*  unan- 
imously agreed  in  the  solution  of  those  scruples  " — which  im- 
plies that  each  one^s   explanation  of  the  sense  in  which  he 
agreed  with  the  rest  "  in  declaring  the  said  Confessions  and 
Catechisms  to  be  the  confession  of  his  faith,"  was  satisfactory 
to  his  brethren.     But  in  that  free  discussion  it  came  out  that 
"  some  clauses  in  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  chapters '' — 
clauses  entirely  eliminated  from  the  revised  and  amended  edi- 
tion now  used  by  American  Presbyterians — were  rejected  by 
every  one  of  them,  and,  if  not  formally  disavowed,  would  ex- 
pose the  whole  body  to  reproach  and  shame,  and  therefore  the 
Synod  unanimously  declared  (as  the  individual  members  had 
done)  that  those  clauses  were  to  be  regarded  as  excepted  from 
ihe  standard.     Willingly  or  unwillingly  it  was  assumed,  and 
put  upon  record,  that  already,  less  than  a  century  from  the 
date  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  American  Presbyte- 
rianism  had  become  wiser,  on  one  momentous  point  of  doctrine* 
than  the  Presbyterianism  of  the  Westminster  Assembly  itself. 
"  The  world  moves "   in  spite  of  the    inquisition ;   and   the 
Westminster  Assembly,  with  all  its  zeal   against  Prelacy  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Independency  and  religious  liberty  on  the 
other,  did  not  mark  the  ultimatum  of  theological  knowledge. 
As  if  to  demonstrate  what  was  meant  by  that  indefinite 
phrase,  **  in  the  same  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  members  of 
the  Synod  did  that  were  then  present,"  another  of  Dr.  Baird's 
quotations  from  the  record  of  1730  shows  in  what  manner  an 
"  intrant "  was  actually  received  at  that  meeting.     A  Welsh- 
man, who  had  withdrawn  in  some  disaflFection  three  years  be- 
fore, "  desired  to  be  received  as  a  member  again."    In  order  to 
his  reception,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  "  receive  and 
adopt  the  Confession  and  Catechisms  in  the  same  maimer  and 
as  fully  as  the  members  of  the  Synod  did  "  in  1729.     Accord- 
ingly the  record  informs  us  that  "  he  having  proposed  all 
the  scruples  he  had  to  make  about  any  articles  of  the  Con- 
fession and  Catechisms,  etc.,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Synod^ 
and  declared   his  adopting   the    Westminster    Confession   of 
Faith  and  Catechisms  agreeably  to  last  year's  Adopting  Act " — 
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that  is  with  an  express  repudiation  of  the  clauses  repudiated 
by  the  Synod — "  he  was  nnanimouBly  received  in  as  a  member 
again."  The  concession  which  had  been  made  to  the  Welsh- 
men and  the  "  countrymen  "  of  Andrews  and  Dickinson,  be- 
cause of  their  inherited  prejudice  against  all  prescribed  and 
imposed  forms,  was  not  withdrawn. 

In  1736  was  enacted  the  "  Explanatory  Act."  There  was  a 
suspicion  abroad  ^'  that  the  body  had  adopted  latitudinarian 
principles  ;  "  and  by  what  sort  of  men  such  a  suspicion  was 
likely  to  be  cherished,  any  reader  tolerably  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  Presbyterianism  can  judge  for  himself.  "  We 
understand,"  said  the  Synod  in  1736,  '*  that  many  persons  of 
our  persuasion,  both  more  lately  and  formerly,  have  been 
offended  with  some  expressions  or  distinctions  in  the  first  or 
Preliminary  Act  of  our  Synod,"  <fec.  Therefore,  "  in  order  to 
remove  said  offense,  and  all  jealousies  that  have  arisen  or  may 
arise  in  any  of  our  people's  minds  on  occasion  of  said  distinc- 
tions and  expressions,  the  Synod  doth  declare  that  the  Synod 
have  adopted,  and  still  do  adhere  to,  the  Westminster  Confes- 
sions, Catechisms,  and  Directory,  without  the  least  variation 
or  alteration,  and  without  regard  to  said  distinctions."  Then, 
by  way  of  showing  that  this  was  the  meaning  and  true  intent " 
of  the  Synod  in  its  "  first  adopting  of  said  Confession,  that 
Explanatory  Act  proceeds  to  recite  the  record  of  the  Adopting 
Act ;  after  which  it  closes  with  the  ^^  hope  and  desire  that  this, 
our  Synodical  declaration  and  explication,  may  satisfy  all  our 
people  as  to  our  firm  attachment  to  our  good  old  received  doc- 
trine contained  in  said  Confession,  without  the  least  variation 
or  alteration,  and  that  they  will  lay  aside  their  jealousies  that 
have  been  entertained  through  occasion  of  the  above-hinted 
expressions  and  declarations,  as  groundless." 

Such  being  the  Explanatory  Act,  it  surely  needs  to  be  itself 
explained.  Dr.  Baird  evidently  thinks  so,  and  his  explanation 
is,  that  when,  in  the  Adopting  Act,  the  Synod  expressly  ex- 
cepted some  clauses  of  certain  chapters  in  the  Confession, 
and  instead,  of  adopting  the  doctrine  that  the  civil  magistrate 
may  lawfully  proceed  against  those  who  publish  or  maintain 
such  erroneous  principles  or  practices  as  either  in  their  nature 
or    in    the  manner  of  pablishing  or  maintaining  them  are 
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"  destructive  to  the  external  peace  and  order  which  Christ  hath 
eetablished  in  the  church,"  squarely  denied  that  the  civil 
magistrate  "  hath  power  to  persecute  any  for  their  religion  " — 
and  instead  of  confessing  or  professing  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  civil  magistrate  to  convoke  synods,  to  be  present  in  them, 
and  to  take  care  that  they  do  nothing  against  the  truth,  repu- 
diated the  idea  ^'  that  the  civil  magistrate  hath  a  controlling 
power  over  synods  with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  their  minis- 
terial authority  " — they  verily  thought  they  were  giving  to  the 
Westminster  Confession  its  original  meaning !"  '*  The  mem- 
bers," quoth  he,  "  denied  the  repudiated  sense  of  the  speciiied 
articles  to  be  their  true  meaning — a  denial  in  which  they  were 
sure  of  being  sustained  by  the  common  voice  ol  their  people." 
If  the  Explanatory  Act  can  receive  no  better  explanation 
than  this,  it  is  a  sad  and  most  convincing  instance  by  which 
to  show  the  perilous  tendency  of  prescribed  and  imposed  for- 
mularies. Is  it  consistent  with  ^^  simplicity  and  godly 
sincerity "  to  deny  the  obvious  and  notoriously  historical 
meaning  of  a  formulary,  and,  in  the  same  breath,^  to  make 
profession  of  receiving  and  adopting  it  "  without  the  least 
variation  or  alteration,"  and  to  impose  it  on  others  in  all  its 
phraseology  as  a  test  of  soundness  in  the  faith  ?  The  attempt 
of  Tractarian  Anglicans  to  maintain  that  the  articles  of  thu 
Church  of  England  may  be  accepted  and  subscribed  in  a 
meaning  consistent  with  the  Roman  Catholic  dogmas,  is  not 
more  dishonorable  or  dishonest  than  the  attempt  to  maintain 
that  the  Westminster  formularies  as  they  proceeded  from  the 
Westminster  Assembly  did  not  assert  the  sinfulness  of  ''  toler- 
ating a  false  religion,"  or  that  they  did  not  concede  to  the 
civil  magistrate  all  that  "  control  over  synods  with  respect  to 
the  exercise  of  their  ministerial  power"  which  is  implied  in 
his  being  bound  to  take  care  that  they  do  nothing  against  the 
truth ;  or  that  they  did  not  affirm  his  legitimate  power  to  per- 
secute for  their  religion  all  heretics  whose  religion  is  made  up 
of  such  opinions  and  practices  "  as  are  contrary  to  the  light  of 
nature  or  to  the  known  principles  of  Christianity."  Yet  this 
dishonest  and  dishonorable  attempt  is  what  Dr.  Baird  in  his 
interpretation  of  the  Explanatory  Act  imputes  to  the  fathers 
of  American  Presbyterianism.    They  professed   that  they  ad- 
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hered  to  the  Westminster  standards  without  the  least  "  varia- 
tion or  alteration  ;"  and  at  the  same  time  they  renewed  the  de- 
claration that  they  did  not  receive  certain  articles  of  those 
standards  in  the  sense  which  the  words  were  notoriously  in- 
tended to  bear — "  a  denial,"  says  our  author,  "  in  which  they 
were  sure  of  being  sustained  by  the  common  voice  of  their 
people."  Alas  for  the  people^  if  the  necessity  of  standing  up 
for  the  Confession  and  Catechisms  had  brought  them  to  that 
pass !  According  to  this  Old  School  historian's  explanation  of 
the  Explanatory  Act,  the  people  whom  that  Synod  had  organ- 
ized as  a  sect,  were  so  ignorant,  or  else  had  so  little  regard  for 
honesty,  that  they  could  be  relied  on  to  sustain  the  denial  of 
a  historic  fact,  as  palpable  as  that  the  Westminster  formularies 
are  Calvinistic  and  not  Arminian. 

But  this  Explanatory  Act  declares  thai  the  Synod  "  have 
adopted  and  do  still  adhere  to  "  not  only  the  doctrinal  formu- 
laries of  the  Westminster  Assembly,  but  also  the  "  Directory  " 
for  the  performance  of  public  worship  and  the  administration 
of  church  government ;  and  that  phrase,  ^^  without  the  least 
variation  or  alteration,"  describes  the  manner  in  which  the 
Directory,  not  less  than  the  other  standards,  was  adopted  and 
is  adhered  to.  But  Dr.  Baird  himself  on  a  preceding  page 
(p.  70),  has  insisted  on  the  fact  that  the  Directory  was  not 
'*  adopted  absolutely  without  reservation,"  but  only  ackn(Tw- 
ledged  "  to  be  '  agreeable  in  substance  to  the  Word  of  God ' 
and  therefore  "  recommended  "  to  be  observed  '  as  near  as  cir- 
cumstances will  allow  and  Christian  prudence  direct.'  "  Did 
the  bynod  in  declaring  that  it  had  adopted  and  still  did  ad- 
here to  the  Directory  *'  without  the  least  variation  or  altera  • 
tion,"  mean  nothing  more  than  that  it  had  acknowledged  that 
body  of  rules  for  public  worship  and  church  government  '*  to 
be  agreeable  in  substance  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  founded 
thereupon,"  and  had  recommended  it  "  to  be  observed  as  near 
as  circumstances  will  allow,  and  Christian  prudence  direct?" 
Then  how  does  the  Synod's  declaration  that  it  had  adopted  and 
did  still  adhere  to  the  Confession  and  Catechisms  "  without 
the  least  variation  or  alteration,"  mean  anything  contrary  to 
the  fact,  that,  inasmuch  as  those  formularies  were  the  Synod's 
confession  of  its  faith,  every  minister  of  the  Synod  should,  at 
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his  admission,  declare  bis  agreement  in  and  approbation  of 
them  "  as  being,  in  aU  the  essential  and  necessary  articles^  good 
forms  of  sound  words  and  systems  of  Christian  doctrine."  We 
mast  assume  that  the  authors  of  that  Explanatory  Act  were 
reasonably  honest,  and  did  not  mean  to  say  what  they  knew 
to  be  untrue ;  and  therefore  we  must  assume  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  deny  what  stands  so  plainly  on  their  records,  namely 
that  every  minister  or  candidate  for  the  ministry,  desiring  ad- 
mission to  the  Synod,  might  freely  declare  his  conscientious 
hefeitation  about  any  phrase  or  proposition  in  the  Confession  or 
in  either  Catechism,  and,  having  thus  made  confession  of  his 
faith  virtually  in  words  of  his  own  choosing,  might  be  receiv- 
ed, if  his  doubts  or  errors  should  be  judged  "  to  be  only  about 
articles  not  essential  and  necessary." 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  interpretation  of  the  Explanatory 
Act  must  be  found  by  inquiring  for  the  reason  of  it.  How 
was  it  that  many  persons  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion  had 
been  "  offended  with  some  expressions  or  distinctions  in  the 
First  or  Preliminary  Act  ? "  "We  cannot  doubt  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Synod,  or  of  some  presbyteries,  in  the  admission  of 
ministers  and  candidates — a  practice  which  virtually  permit- 
ted the  candidate  to  make  his  own  statement  of  bis  doctrinal 
views,  and  then  required  the  presbytery  to  judge  whether  his 
scrtiples  or  errors  were  a  rejection  of  anything  essential  or 
necessary — had  occasioned  misunderstanding  and  consequent 
misrepresentation.  Our  historian,  we  believe,  does  not  men- 
tion the  fact  that  the  Irish  Presbyterians,  then  coming  over  so 
rapidly,  were  familiar  with  a  rule  which  required  every  candi- 
date for  the  ministry  to  "  subscribe  the  Confession  of  Faith,  in 
aU  the  articles  thereof,  as  the  confession  of  his  faith  ;"  but  that 
fact,  if  we  mistake  not,  was  the  occasion  of  their  being  offend- 
ed with  those  "expressions  or  distinctions  in  the  Preliminary 
Act,"  which  permitted  a  less  rigorous  method  of  assenting  to 
the  Confession  of  Faith.  Irish  Presbyterians  inferred  that  the 
Synod  was  not  firmly  attached  to  "  the  good  old  received  doc- 
trines contained  in  said  confession."  The  Explanatory  Act, 
as  we  understand  it,  was  designed  to  remove  that  offense.  It 
affirms  that  the  Synod  has  adopted,  and  still  adheres,  to  the 
Westminster  Standards,  **  without  the  least  variation  or  altera- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  Tke  PreshyUriwn  Disruption  of  1838.  161 

tion."  Tlie  Synod  itself— the  ecclesiastical  judicatory  repre- 
senting and  governing  a  confederacy  of  Cliristian  congrega- 
tions— had  made  those  standards  its  own.  (The  repudiated 
clauses  about  the  civil  magistrate  were  evidently  not  the  oc- 
casion of  any  misunderstanding,  and  therefore  there  was  no 
need  of  mentioning  them  as  an  exception.)  In  the  Confession 
and  Catechisms  was  the  Synod's  platform  of  doctrine ;  and  no 
minister  could  become  a  member,  nor  could  any  candidate  be 
ordained  or  Hcerfsed,  without  declaring  either  by  subscription 
or  by  word  of  moiith,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  presby- 
tery, his  agreement  with  that  platform  "  in  all  the  essential 
and  necessary  articles."  Thus  interpreted,  the  Explanatory 
Act  is  an  honest  manifesto ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  of,  its 
literal  truth.  At  that  time  there  were  probably  no  indications 
of  a  diflFerence  between  the  theology  of  New  England  and  that 
of  Scotland.  The  diflFerence  between  Dickinson  and  the  most 
orthodox  Irish  Presbyterian  was  not  about  any  point  of  ortho- 
dox}', but  only  on  the  question  how  to  maintain  orthodoxy. 
Men  of  one  sort  had  no  confidence  in  any  enforced  subscrip- 
tion to  a  prescribed  formulary.  Men  of  the  other  sort  had 
little  confidence  in  anything  else.  The  method  described  in 
the  Preliminary  Act,  and  followed  in  the  Adopting  Act  and  in 
other  instances  on  record,  was  a  compromise  between  the  two: 
a  public  and  formal  Confession  of  Faith  adopted  by  the  Synod 
and  set  forth  as  its  own  summary  of  Christian  doctrine :  sub- 
scription to  that  standard  form  for  any  who  choose  to  testify 
their  orthodoxy  in  that  way ;  but  for  any  candidate  to  whom 
the  language  of  the  formulary  is  in  any  measure  unsatisfactory, 
full  freedom  to  express  every  scruple,  and  to  lay  upon  the 
presbytery  the  responsibility  of  judging  whether  his  doctrine 
is  essentially  divergent  from  the  recognized  orthodoxy  of  the 
formulary. 

We  will  not  venture  to  say  that  in  every  such  compromise 
between  a  Christian  desire  to  recognize  in  every  practicable  way 
the  unity  of  Christ's  catholic  church,  and  a  consciously  lauda- 
ble desire  to  mark  oflF  and  encompass  with  ramparts,  a  '*  dis- 
tmct  division  of  the  camps  of  Israel,"  the  sectarian  tendency 
always  gets  the  advantage.  But  such  seems  to  have  been  the 
result  of  that  compromise  which  introduced  the  Westminster 
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formularies  as  the  established  standard  of  orthodoxy  for 
American  Presbyterianism.  The  schism  of  1741  was  not 
caused  by  theological  disputes  ;  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  Old  Side 
or  exscindinfif  party  charged  the  New  Side  or  exscinded  party 
with  doctrinal  errors,  both  parties  were  naturally  induced  to 
assert  and  reassert  their  adherence  to  the  standards.  A 
difference,  however,  in  this  respect,  may  be  found.  The  Old 
Side  section,  in  which  the  sectarian  element  predominated, 
fell  back  immediately  upon  the  rigorous  Irish  rule  of  subscrip- 
tion, namely,  **  that  every  member  of  this  Synod,  whether 
minister  or  elder,  do  sincerely  and  heartily  receive,  own,  ac- 
knowledge and  subscribe  the  Westminster  Confession,"  Ac. ; 
and  it  was  "  ordered  that  every  session  do  obliffe  their  elders, 
at  their  admission,  to  do  the  same."  The  New  Side,  for  the 
refutation  of  ''false  reflections,"  made  and  recorded  im- 
mediately after  the  exclusion,  a  declaration  "that  we  do  ad- 
here as  closely  and  fully  to  the  Westminster  Confession,"  &c. 
''  as  ever  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  did,  in  any  of  their  public 
acts  or  statements  about  it."  Another  and  more  formal  "  De- 
claration," soon  afterwards,  affirmed  more  positively :  ''  We 
believe  with  our  hearts,  and  profess  to  maintain  with  our  lips, 
thedocrines  summoned  up  and  contained  in  the  Confession," 
&c.,  "  as  the  truths  of  God  revealed  and  contained  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures, — and  do  receive,  acknowledge,  and  declare  the  said 
Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechism  to  be  the  confession  of  our 
faith,"  &c.  But  when  the  New  Side  section  (almost  entirely 
Irish  at  first,  and  exscinded  for  Celtic  enthusiasm  and  dis- 
order) had  been  reinforced  by  the  adhesion  of  nearly  all  the 
New  England  men  with  Dickinson  for  their  leader,  and  the 
new  Synod  of  New  York  had  thus  been  constituted,  the  po- 
sition taken  in  regard  to  the  standards  was  simply, — "  They 
agree  that  the  Westminster  Confession  "  &c.  "  be  the  public 
confession  of  their  faith,  in  such  manner  as  was  agreed  unto 
by  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1729."  This  was 
surely  something  less  than  a  rigorous  and  undeviating  enforce- 
ment of  suhscription  to  the  letter  of  the  prescribed  formularies.* 

*  Dr.  Oillett  mentions  a  fact  which  seems  to  haye  escaped  the  researches  of 
Dr.  Baird.     When  Samuel  Dayies  (afterwards  President  of  Nassau  Hall)  was  in 
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On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said,  in  regard  to  that  division, 
that  while  there  was  no  appreciable  difference  between  the 
two  Synods  in  their  theology,  there  was  a  difference  in  their 
ecclesiasticisra.  The  Old  Side,  or  Philadelphia  Synod,  was 
more  thoroughly  Presbyterian  after  the  Scotch  model.  In  the 
New  York  Synod,  the  leading  ministers — perhaps  the  majority 
— were  men  to  whom  the  entire  organization  of  presbytery 
and  synod  was  only  the  most  convenient  method  of  extended 
Christian  fellowship  and  of  cooperation  in  the  service  of 
Christ.  Born  and  edncated  in  New  England,  or  among  the 
English  or  Welsh  Dissenters,  they  had  given  up  their  own 
ecclesiastical  forms  in  a  simply  catholic  spirit,  and  had 
accepted  Presbyterianism  as  better  than  any  effort  to  propagate 
a  Congregational  sect,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  organization 
under  which  they  placed  themselves  might  prove  to  be  some- 
thing more  comprehensive  than  a  merely  Presbyterian  sect. 
Dr.  Baird  has  illustrated  the  catholicity  of  their  ecclesiasti- 
cism,  by  some  quotations  (made  for  another  purpose)  from  a 
correspondence  between  the  two  Synods  in  order  to  a  union. 
The  Old  Side  Synod  had  said  in  reference  to  one  of  the  pro- 
posals offered  by  the  New  Side,  "  How  is  this  consistent  with 
.  .  .  your  declared  sentiments  that  no  difference  in  judg- 
ment, in  cases  of  plain  sin  and  duty,  and  Opinions  re- 
lating to  the  great  truths  of  religion,  is  sufficient  reason 
why  the  differing  member  should  be  obliged  to  wich- 
draw,  unless  the  said  plain  duty  or  truth  be  judged  hy 
the  body  to  be  essential  in  doctrine  or  discipline."  Kigid 
Presbyterianism,  such  as  the  Old  Side  stood  for,  had  no  such 
*'  declared  sentiments."    The  argument  was  only  argumentum 

England,  soliciting  aid  for  the  college,  he  wai  met  with  the  objection  that  the 
American  body  which  he  represented  **  would  admit  none  into  the  ministry 
without  subscribing  the  Westminster  Oonfession.**  His  answer  to  that  objec- 
tion is  conclusive  as  to  the  New  Side  Synod.  **  I  replied  that  we  allowed  the  can- 
didate to  mention  his  objections  against  any  article  in  the  Confession,  and  the 
judicature  judged  whetfater  the  articles  objected  against  were  MMntial  to  GhrUU 
ianiiy^  and  if  they  judged  they  were  not,  they  would  admit  the  candidate  not- 
withstanding his  otjections.**  Hist,  of  Pres.  Ch.  L,  130.  Shall  we  say  that  this 
practice  was  terribly  lax  and  latitudiaarian  ?  Or  shall  we  say  that  it  proceeded 
f^om  a  truly  catholic  spirit,  and  from  a  loyalty  that  would  not  sacrifice  to  a  life- 
less image  of  Christian  doctrine  set  up  in  the  church  of  the  living  God  ? 
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ad  Jiominem.  It  was  intended  as  a  fling  at  the  catholicity  (or 
as  Dr.  Baird  might  say,  thelatitudinarianiem)  of  the  New  Side, 
and  as  a  reminder  of  former  discussions  about  the  manner  and 
measure  in  which  conformity  to  the  standards  should  be  ex- 
acted. What  was  the  reply  of  the  New  Side  Synod  when 
thus  reminded  of  their  '*  former  professed  sentiments  ?"  In- 
stead of  retracting  anything  or  attempting  to  show  that  they 
were  as  sectarian  in  spirit  as  the  brethren  with  whom  they 
were  seeking  to  be  reconciled ^  they  said  frankly,  '*  This,  we 
must  own,  is  an  important  article  with  us,  which  we  cannot 
any  way  dispense  with ;  and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  strictly 
Christian  and  Scriptural,  as  well  as  Presbyterian ;  otherwise, 
we  must  make  everything  that  appears  plain  to  us  a  term  of 
communion,  which,  we  apprehend,  the  Scripture  prohibits. 
And  it  appears  plain  to  us  that  there  may  he  many  opinions 
relating  to  the  great  i/ruths  of  religion  that  are  not  great  them- 
selves^ nor  of  suflScient  importance  to  be  made  terms  of  com- 
munion. Nor  can  these  sentiments  ^  open  the  door  to  an 
unjustifiable  latitude  in  principles  and  practices'  any  more 
than  the  apostolic  prohibition  of  receiving  them  that  are  weak 
to  doubtful  disputations.  What  is  plain  sin  and  plain  duty, 
in  one's  account,  is  not  in  another's;  and  the  Synod  has  still 
in  their  power  to  jvdge  what  is  essential  and  what  is  not."  p. 
114. 

After  seventeen  years  of  separation  the  two  parties  came  to 
an  agreement,  and  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
was  constituted.  Our  author's  quotations  show  in  what  terms 
th-ti  standards  were  referred  to  as  the  basis  of  reunion.  "  Both 
Synods,  having  always  approved  and  received  the  Westmins- 
ter Confession  of  Faith  and  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms 
as  an  orthodox  and  excellent  system  of  Christian  doctrine^ 
founded  on  the  Word  of  God,  we  do  still  receive  the  same  as 
the  confession  of  our  faith,  strictly  enjoining  it  on  all  our  mem- 
bers and  probationers  for  the  ministry,  that  they  teach  and 
preach  according  to  the  form  of  sound  words  in  said  Confession 
and  Catechisms,  and  avoid  and  oppose  all  errors  contrary 
thereto."  *  *  *  *'  No  presbytery  shall  license,  or  ordain 
to  the  work  <  f  the  ministry,  any  candidate,  until  he  .  .  . 
declare  his  acceptance  of  the  Westminster  Confession   and 
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Catechisms  as  the  confession  of  his  faith."  Here  we  observe, 
though  not  for  the  first  time  in  these  records,  the  nse  of  the 
phrase  "system  of  doctrine,"  and  we  cannot  bnt  regard  the 
word  system  as  emphatic.  The  standards,  instead  of  being 
represented  as  simply  the  trnth  and  the  whole  tnith,  or  as 
identical  with  the  divine  word,  are  approved  and  received  "  as 
<m  orthodox  and  excellent  system  of  Christian  doctnne^fotmded 
on  the  Word  of  God."  Such  phraseology  might  have  come 
from  the  New  Side.  Bnt,  when  the  imperious  injunction  is 
laid  on  all  ministers  that  they  teach  and  preach  according  to 
the  prescribed  formularies,  and  avoid  and  oppose  all  errors 
contrary  thereto,  the  tone  is  that  of  the  Old  Side  with  its  rig- 
orous demand  of  unquestioning  assent  to  precomposed  forms. 
Evidently  it  was  expected  either  that  the  ministers  would  be 
controlled  in  their  thinking  by  the  authority  of  the  Synod, 
holding  what  they  were  ordered  to  hold  and  nothing  else ;  or 
that  if  any  minister  should  be  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  the 
clear  knowledge  of  some  truth  which  the  Westminster  Assem- 
bly did  not  understand,  he  would  go  over  to  some  other 
'*  division  of  the  camps  of  Israel." 

It  seems  probable  that,  from  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  two 
Synods  (1758),  the  old  prejudice  of  the  English  and  Welsh 
Dissenters  and  of  the  New  England  men  against  imposed  con- 
fessions of  faith,  and  with  it  a  demand  for  such  a  mode  of 
assent  to  the  standards  as  should  not  shock  that  prejudice  too 
severely,  was  disappearing.  After  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
need  of  new  arrangements  for  the  government  of  what  was 
likely  to  be  the  most  considerable  ecclesiastical  orgam'zation 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  was  recognized,  and  in  1788 
(simultaneously  with  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States)  the  Synod  was  expanded  into  a  "  General  As- 
sembly "  of  representatives  from  presbyteries,  under  a  formal 
"Constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America."  In  that  constitution,  the  Westminster 
standards  were  modified  by  purging  out  the  doctrine  of  perse- 
cution and  putting  in  the  doctrine  of  religious  liberty  ;  and  a 
formula  of  assent  to  those  standards  was  introduced  which 
entirely  excludes  the  statement  of  any  scruple  regarding  any 
article.    To  every  candidate  for  licensure  or  for  ordination 
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as  bishop,  elder,  or  deacon,  the  qaestion  is  proposed,  '^  Do  yon 
sincerely  receive  and  adopt  the  confession  of  faith  of  this 
Chnrch,  as  containing  the  system  of  doctrine  tanght  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures  f  To  that  qaestion  he  mast  give  an  nn- 
qnalified  afSrmative  answer,  or  the  proceeding  is  arrested. 

In  one  respect  this  formula  of  assent  differs  significantly 
from  the  snbscription  exacted  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
orginally  demanded  here  by  the  Scoto  EBbemians  before  the 
date  of  the  Adopting  Act.  We  refer  not  to  the  fact  that  the 
ceremony  of  '*  subscribing "  is  omitted,  but  to  the  more  im- 
portant fact  that  the  candidate  is  required  to  receive  and  adopt 
the  Confession  and  Catechisms  not  as,  ^^in  all  the  articles 
thereof,"  his  own  confession  of  his  own  faith,  but  only  "  as 
eontaining  the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  IlDly  Scrip- 
tures.*' The  candidate  is  to  judge  for  himself  whether  he  can 
answer  "the  constitutional  qnestions*'  with  a  good  conscience. 
If,  atter  passing  the  ordeal,  he  is  chargeable  with  preaching  or 
teaching  any  doctrine  inconsistent  with  the  standards,  he  can 
be  accused  and  tried  before  the  proper  judicatory ;  and,  if  con- 
victed, he  can  be  censured  according  to  the  degree  of  his  non- 
conformity, by  simple  admonition,  by  suspension,  by  putting 
him  out  of  his  ministry,  or  by  excommunication, — as  the  pres- 
bytery, in  the  first  instance,  or  the  Synod  and  General  Assem- 
bly, if  appealed  to,  may  decide.  Under  this  system,  there 
was  room  for  the  catholic  tendency  to  exert  itself,  and  oppor- 
tunity at  the  same  time  for  the  sectarian  tendency  to  produce 
fruit  after  its  kind. 

Before  the  era  of  our  national  independence,  there  were 
many  fears  that  the  British  Parliament  might  attempt  to  im- 
pose upon  the  colonies  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  of 
England.  The  Presbyterians  in  the  middle  and  southern 
colonies,  and  the  churches  and  pastors  of  New  England,  had  a 
common  interest  in  the  matter;  and,  for  a  few  years, delegates 
from  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut  and  from  the 
Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  met  yearly  in  a  formal 
*'  Convention,"  to  consult  for  the  common  interest.  Such 
intercourse  had  augmented  the  fon^e  of  the  catholic  tendency. 
The  feeling  that  the  Congregational  Churches  of  Connecticut, 
as  represented  by  their  pastors  in  the  General  Association, 
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and  the  Presbyterian  body  represented  by  the  Synod,  were 
divided  from  each  other  more  by  a  geographical  line  than  by 
sectarian  hostility  or  competition,  was  gaining  strength  on 
both  sides. 

It  was  therefore  quite  natural  that  the  General  Assembly,  at 
its  second  meeting  under  the  constitution  of  1788,  took 
measures  to  establish  a  closer  correspondence  with  New 
England  through  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut — 
then  the  only  institution  of  that  name  and  character.  At- 
tempts to  establish  similar  relations  with  the  Associate  Be- 
formed  Presbyterians  and  with  the  Dutch  churches,  were  un- 
successful, partly,  at  least,  because  of  the  supposed  latitudina- 
rianism  of  the  body  represented  by  the  General  Assembly ; 
but  this  attempt  was  immediately  successful.  A  few  years 
later  (1801),  the  intercourse  thus  established  resulted  in  the 
**Plan  of  Union," — ^a  very  simple  scheme  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  General  ALSSociation  and  the  General 
Assembly,  to  prevent  collision  in  the  new  settlements,  and 
under  which  a  Congregational  church  might  have  a  Presbyte- 
rian pastor,  or  a  Presbyterian  church  might  have  a  Congrega- 
tional pastor,  or  a  church  might  be  organized  consisting  partly 
of  Presbyterians  and  partly  of  Congregationalists,  without 
very  seriously  compromising  the  ecclesiastical  principles  of 
either  party. 

The  Unitarian  defection  in  eastern  Massachusetts  was  just 
beginning  to  be  manifest,  and  had  already  caused  a  vague  re- 
action among  Orthodox  Congregationalists — and  especially 
among  the  pastors  of  Connecticut — toward  a  more  stringent 
government  not  merely  m  the  churches  but  over  the  churches. 
We  confess  our  conviction  that  the  Connecticut  fathers  who 
founded  or  consented  to  the  **  Plan  of  Union,"  were  not  un- 
willing to  see  all  the  churches  that  were  to .  be  gathered  by 
their  missions  pass  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. No  doubt  they  acted  in  that  truly  catholic  spirit 
which,  fixing  its  regard  on  the  higher  aad  general  interests  of 
the  gospel,  rises  above  the  range  of  sectarian  (or,  as  our  New 
School  Presbyterian  friends  would  rather  have  us  say,  *'  de- 
nominational ")  interests.  Yet,  with  our  knowledg^e  of  what 
was  then  a  prevalent  feeling  among  the  Congregational  pas- 
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tore  of  Connecticut,  we  are  constrained  to  think  that  the 
authors  of  the  ''  Plan  "  did  not  adequately  appreciate  the  re- 
lations of  New  Testament  Congregationalism  in  church  gov- 
ernnient  to  Christian  truth  and  Christian  liberty ;  and  that 
therefore  they  were  the  more  willing  to  cooperate  with  their 
Presbyterian  brethren  outside  of  New  England  in  a  policy 
that  was  likely  to  bring  the  churches  of  "  the  new  settlements  " 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  classical  and  synodical  assemblies. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  result  of  the  intercoure  and  coopera- 
tion, through  a  series  of  years,  is  well  known.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  great  Presbyterian  organization  was  willing  to 
absorb  and  assimilate  the  Congregational  emigration  from 
New  England ;  and  though  New  England  people,  settling  a 
new  township,  would  often  assert  their  liberty,  and  frame 
their  ecclesiastical  arrangements  according  to  their  own  tra- 
ditions, they  had,  even  in  such  cases,  no  "  denominational " 
zeal,  and  were  easily  brought  into  a  loose,  but  gradually  more 
stringent,  relation  to  the  presbyteries.  Missionaries  from 
New  England  had  nothing  of  the  prejudice  which  their 
fathers  had  against  imposed  forms  of  doctrine ;  and  finding 
no  stumbling  block  in  the  carefully  liberal  phraseology  of  the 
"  constitutional  question  "  about  the  Confession  of  Faith,  they 
entered  unhesitatingly  into  a  connection  with  presbyteries 
that  gladly  received  them.  Thus  the  great  Presbyterian 
Church  grew  year  by  year ;  and  as  it  grew  in  strength  it  was 
growing  in  the  catholicity  of  its  spirit.  Ministers  and  people 
of  that  connection  were  more  and  more  relied  on  for  generous 
cooperation  with  other  evangelical  Christians  in  the  cause  of 
their  common  Christianity.  The  catholic  element  was  growing 
relatively  stronger,  but  the  sectarian  element  was  still  powertxil. 

In  New  England,  there  had  been,  since  the  time  of  the  elder 
Edwards,  much  inquiry  and  discussion  on  the  great  themes  of 
evangelical  religion.  The  names  of  Bellamy,  Hopkins,  Ed- 
wards the  younger,  West,  and  Smalley,  attest  the  fact  that  the 
impulse  which  "  the  great  awakening "  gave  to  religious 
thought,  and  the  exigencies  of  conflict  with  Arminian  formal- 
ism in  its  progress  toward  Unitarianisra,  had  a  stimulating 
influence  on  the  leading  divines  of  the  Congregational  churches 
in  this  country,  and  put  them  upon  fresh  and  earnest  investi- 
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gation  of  old  themes.  The  doctrine  of  the  fall  and  its  conse- 
quences, the  doctrine  of  sin  and  its  relation  to  God's  will  and 
couneel,  the  doctrine  of  man's  impotence  to  save  himself,  and 
of  God's  sovereignty  in  saving  sinners,  the  doctrine  of  Christ's 
sacrifice  and  of  the  atonement  which  he  has  made,  and  the 
doctrine  of  regeneration  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  were  diligently 
reconsidered  in  their  various  bearings ;  and  some  fresh  defi- 
nitions  and  illustrations  of  old  truths  were  brought  out  in  the 
din  of  discussion.  An  eager  study  of  theological  questions 
became  characteristic  of  the  New  England  clergy  everywhere — 
save,  perhaps,  within  the  immediate  influence  of  Harvard 
College.  Debates  on  fate  and  free-will,  and  how  actions  can  be 
certain  beforehand  in  the  counsel  and  purposes  of  God  and 
yet  be  the  free  actions  of  responsible  souls — debates  on  the 
nature  and  the  means  of  regeneration,  and  on  the  difference 
between  the  inability  which  is  natural  and  therefore  fatal,  and 
that  which  is  willful  and  therefore  moral— debates  on  '*  unre- 
generate  doings,"  and  on  the  reasonableness  of  urging  an  impen- 
itent hearer  with  arguments  and  motives  to  immediate  repent" 
ance,  instead  of  putting  him  upon  the  use  of  means  and  tell- 
ing him  that  he  must  wait  for  God's  time — debates  on  the 
union  of  justice  with  mercy  in  the  Divine  forgiveness  of  sin- 
ners, on  the  distinction  between  distributive  and  general 
justice,  and  on  how  it  is  that  the  death  of  Christ  is  a  satisfac- 
tion to  tlie  justice  of  God — debates  on  the  connection  between 
the  first  sin  of  the  firat  human  pair,  and  the  universal  sinful- 
ness of  the  human  race,  on  federal  headship,  and  on  the  im- 
putation of  Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity  and  of  Christ's  right- 
eousness to  believers — were  the  employment  of  ministers  in 
their  frequent  meetings,  and  were  given  to  the  public  in 
occasional  pamphlets  or  volumes,  and  at  last  in  evangelical 
and  theological  magazines.  A  portion  of  Edwards  on  Origi- 
nal Sin — ^namely,  the  peculiar  and  startling  doctrine  of  perso- 
nal identity  which  that  work  propounds — was  new,  and  was 
thought  by  its  illustrious  author  to  be  an  improvement  on  the 
theology  of  preceding  writers.  So  some  of  his  successors 
thought  that  they  had  made  improvements  in  the  manner  of 
stating  and  defending  "  the  system  of  doctrines  taught  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures;"  and  their  new  views  and  illustrations  of 
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old  doctrines  (whether  really  new  or  only  snppoeed  to  be  new) 
were  called  "the  New  Divinity."  That  now  theology  was  not 
elaborated  nor  propagated  without  controversy.  At  home  it 
was  obnoxious  to  "  Old  Oalvinists,"  bat  much  more  obnoxious 
to  "  Old  Arminians "  gently  and  drowsily  sliding  down  the 
inclined  plane  through  Arianism  toward  modem  Unitarianism. 
But  the  most  thinking  and  earnest  theologimns  of  New  Eng- 
land agreed  with  Bellamy  on  the  Divine  permission  of  sin, 
with  Hopkins  on  the  nature  and  essence  of  virtue,  with  Smal- 
ley  on  the  distinction  between  natural  and  moral  inability,  with 
West  on  the  nature  of  moral  agency,  and  with  the  younger 
Edwards  on  the  relation  of  the  atonement  to  the  justice  of 
God ;  they  crowned  with  their  admiration  that  clear-minded 
expounder  of  New  England  theology  to  English  Dissenters, 
the  Baptist  Andrew  Fuller ;  and  before  their  preaching  and 
their  pamphlets  or  more  ponderous  treatises,  the  old  Calvinism 
waned  and  the  old  Arminianism  disappeared. 

It  became,  in  the  course  of  events,  pretty  well  understood 
throughout  the  Presbyterian  Church,  that  New  England 
theology  had  its  own  way  of  expounding  and  vindicating  the 
doctrines  of  the  evangelical  system,  a  way  differing  somewhat 
from  that  of  the  Scotch  theology  or  the  Dutch.  Of  course 
the  old  Scotch  theology  was  alarmed  not  only  at  the  audacity 
of  those  Yankees  in  assuming  the  possibility  of  their  knowing 
something  which  the  Westminster  Assembly  did  not  know, 
but  even  more  at  the  earnest  freedom  with  which  theological 
questions  were  discussed  as  if  the  Confession  of  Faith  had  not 
settled  and  formulated  every  doctrine  long  ago.  Thus  there 
came  to  be,  even  before  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
two  theological  tendencies  within  the  Presbyterian  enclosure — 
one,  sternly  conservative  of  formulas ;  the  other,  free  to  in- 
quire after  truth,  confident  in  the  expectation  of  learning  by 
inquiry,  a  little  self-conceited  perhaps  in  the  consciousness  of 
having  learned  something ;  and  perhaps  a  little  disrespectful 
toward  human  standards,  though  profoundly  and  devoutly  def- 
erent toward  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  The  emigra- 
tion of  Congregational ists  into  the  Middle  and  Western  States 
carried  with  it  the  New  England  way  of  thinking  in  theology, 
and  of  preaching  the  gospel ;  and  in  proportion  as  Congrega- 
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tional  ministers  and  churches  under  the  Plan  of  Union, 
came  into  connection  with  presbyteries,  the  New  England 
theology  obtained  a  footing  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
consequence  was  that,  early  in  the  present  century,  there  were, 
in  the  ministry  of  that  growing  organization,  two  sorts  of  men 
distinguishable  in  respect  to  the  breadth  and  freedom  of  their 
theology.  Something  of  that  kind  will  be  found,  almost  inevi- 
tably,  under  any  method  of  association  among  ministers  of  the 
Gospel.  Not  only  will  there  be  differences  of  opinion,  more 
or  less  important,  on  particular  questions  in  the  science  of  re- 
ligion, but  there  will  be  also,  more  or  less  clearly  manifested, 
differences  of  tendency  in  theological  thinking ;  a  conservativ^e 
tendency,  and  a  reforming  and  progressive  tendency ;  a  ten- 
dency to  accept  old  formulas  as  too  sacred  to  be  questioned, 
and  a  tendency  to  inquire  anew  and  to  derive  truth  fresh 
from  the  living  fountain  of  God's  inspiration  in  the  Scriptures. 
Looking  at  the  theological  relations  of  the  two  forces  in  the 
Presbyterian  body,  one  more  sectarian,  the  other  more  catholic, 
we  may  say — and  we  trust  we  may  say  without  offense — that 
the  more  sectarian  element  became,  for  the  most  part,  conser- 
vative in  theology,  as  was  very  natural,  while  the  more  catho- 
lic element  was  inclined  not  only  to  tolerate,  but  to  accept, 
some  of  the  New  England  explanations  of  the  system  known 
as  Calvinism. 

Let  us  not  be  understood  as  implying  that  there  is,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  some  sure  connection  between  the  New 
England  theology  and  a  catholic  or  tolerant  ecclesiasticism. 
Without  aflSrming  or  denying  anything  on  that  point,  we  may 
say  that  men  who  held  the  New  England  Calvinism  were 
under  a  necessity  of  demanding  toleration  for  themselves  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  therefore  of  putting  themselves  into 
an  alliance  with  the  catholic  rather  than  the  sectarian  ten- 
dency. The  question  of  their  being  tolerated  or  excluded  was 
in  reality  the  old  question  of  subaoription  to  the  standards  in 
distinction  from  an  acceptance  of  them  as  containing  the  sys- 
tem of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  What  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  required  assent  to  those  formularies  on  the  part 
of  a  candidate  for  ordination  or  for  licensure  ?  When  Gar- 
diner Spring,  who  still  survives,  laden  with  years  and  honors, 
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presented  himself  to  the  presbytery  of  New  York  for  ordina- 
tion— a  yonng  man  holding  the  same  views  with  his  father, 
Dr.  Samuel  Spring  of  Newburyport — did  he,  by  giving  an 
affirmative  answer  to  "  the  constitutional  question  "  concern- 
ing the  Confession  of  Faith,  forswear  himself?  A  man  of  catho- 
lic spirit  might  reasonably  vote  to  tolerate  the  New  England 
theology — the  Hopkinsianism,  as  it  was  called — of  such  a 
young  man  as  Gardiner  Spring  was,  without  admitting  that 
Dr.  Emmons,  or  Mr.  Spring's  father,  or  the  younger  Edwards, 
was  a  more  sound  or  more  enlightened  theologian  than  Tur- 
retin.  With  such  men  the  question  whether  Hopkinsianism 
was  in  fact  a  contribution  to  Theology,  and  the  question 
whether  it  should  be  tolerated  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
were  not  one  question  but  two. 

Dr.  Baird  (we  take  pleasure  in  making  the  observation)  re- 
cognizes clearly  this  distinction  between  men  who  held  the 
New  England  theology,  and  men  who  without  holding  it  were 
wiling  to  tolerate  it.  The  '*  Moderates,"  as  he  calls  them, 
(being  himself  a  decided  Immoderate,)  are  almost  his  greatest 
aversion.  For  example,  in  1817,  the  General  Assembly  had 
occasion  to  take  notice  of  what  the  Philadelphia  Synod  had 
done  in  directing  its  presbyteries  "  to  call  to  an  account  all 
such  ministers  as  may  be  suspected  to  embrace  any  of  the 
opinions  usually  called  Hopkinsian,"  and,  in  a  minute  reported 
by  Dr.  Miller  of  the  Princeton  Seminary,  expressed  "  regret 
that  zeal  on  this  subject  [strict  conformity  to  the  standards] 
should  be  manifested  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  offensive  to 
other  denominations,  and  especially  to  introduce  a  spirit  of 
jealousy  and  suspicion  against  ministers  in  good  standing.*' 
Of  this  record  our  Immoderate  author  says  that  it  *'  exhibits 
the  policy  of  the  Moderates,  who  were  for  some  years  the 
dominant  party  in  the  Church ;  "  and  he  improves  the  oppor- 
tunity to  brand  Dr.  Miller  as  "  the  prince  of  peace  men."  He 
has  a  slight  opinion  of  **  peace  men,"  though  the  Prince  of 
Peace  hath  said,  "  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers."  Far  better 
is  it,  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  is  the  very  God  of  peace,  to 
make  peace  among  those  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  maintain  it  in  all  Christian  methods,  than  to  be  the  chief 
captain  in  a  narrow  and  contentious  **  division  of  the  camps  of 
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Israel."  We  could  almost  wish  that  Dr.  Baird,  growing 
year  by  year  in  ^race  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  may 
Jive  till  somebody  may  call  him,  in  his  venerable  age,  a  Mod- 
erate and  a  Peace-man — though  perhaps  the  wish  may  seem  to 
resemble  the  Spanish  benediction,  "  May  he  live  a  thousand 
years  I " 

Those  Moderates  or  peace  men — men  in  whom  the  Old 
School  theology  was  combined  with  what  we  have  called  the 
catholic  tendency — held  the  balance  of  power  in  the  General 
Assembly  of  1817 ;  as  men  of  that  sort  seem  to  have  done  as 
far  back  as  the  date  of  the  Adopting  Act,  or  the  time  of  the 
General  Presbytery.  Hopkinsianism  was  regarded  as  an  erro- 
neous deviation  from  the  old  form  of  Calvinism  ;  but  the  New 
England  influence  in  eastern  New  Jersey,  and  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  in  "  the  new  settlements,"  where  Congrega- 
tionalistsfrom  Connecticut  were  rapidly  presbyterianized  under 
the  Plan  of  Union,  was  adding  strength  to  the  Presbyterian 
body  every  year.  The  hope  of  building  up  in  this  country  a 
great  and  comprehensive  Presbyterianism,  catholic  in  its  spirit 
and  American  in  its  vigor,  had  always  been  largely  depend- 
ent on  the  cooperation  of  the  New  England  churches.  Such 
was  the  feeling  which,  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1817, 
goiitly  rebuked  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  for  its  superservice- 
able  zeal  against  Hopkinsianism.  Meanwhile  the  sectarian 
tendency  was  constantly  active.  It  was  strong  in  Philadel- 
phia, then  as  now  the  headquarters  of*"  the  denomination." 
It  was  strong  wherever  the  ministers  and  the  people,  through 
prejudice  against  Yankees,  or  by  any  other  cause,  had  been 
hindered  from  accepting  intelligently  and  heartily  the  idea  of 
Cooperating  with  the  New  England  churches  to  build  up  not 
a  sect  but  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

But  even  in  Philadelphia  there  were  men  who,  though 
neither  born  nor  educated  in  New  England,  were  far  from  sym- 
pathy with  the  zeal  of  their  synod  against  Hopkinsian 
errors.  One  of  these  was  Dr.  James  P.  Wilson,  long  the 
''  Presiding  Presbyter,"  as  he  sometimes  wrote  himself,  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  city, — in  some  respects  the 
foremost  man  of  his  day  among  the  Presbyterian  clergy  of  the 
United  States.     Proposing  in  his  old  age  to  lay   down   his 
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office,  he  had  some  influence  among  his  people  in  their  choice 
of  his  successor.  His  thoughts  were  turned  towards  Dr. 
Nathaniel  W.  Taylor,  who  had  been  ten  years  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  in  New  Haven,  and  eight  years  professor  of  Di- 
dactic Theology  in  Tale  College ;  but  finding  that  Dr.  Taylor 
could  not  be  removed,  he  directed  the  attention  of  his  people 
toward  a  much  younger  man,  then  less  known  than  now, 
Albert  Barnes.  Mr.  Barnes  was  not  bom  in  New  England, 
though  his  parents  were.  Nor  was  he  educated  in  New 
England,  though  Hamilton  College,  which  counts  hiro  among 
its  most  distinguished  graduates,  was  at  that  time  almost  a 
New  England  institution.  He  had  studied  theology  under 
Drs.  Alexander  and  Miller  at  Princeton,  and  had  been  four  or 
five  years  the  beloved  and  snccessixil  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  New  Jersey.  The  "  mother  church  "  of  Presbyte- 
rianism  in  Philadelphia  and  in  the  United  States,  after  so 
much  of  inquiry  and  consultation  as  was  deemed  necessary, 
invited  Mr.  Barnes  to  become  the  successor  of  Dr.  Wilson. 
Perhaps  almost  any  other  church  might  have  called  him  with- 
out any  considerable  agitation  consequent.  But,  though  he 
had  learned  theology  at  Princeton,  and  had  been  ordained  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Elizabethtowu,  he  was  tainted  with  Hopkin- 
sianism;  and  who  could  foresee  the  consequences  if  a  man 
holding  such  opinions  should  become  pastor  of  that  church  ? 
During  the  progress  of  these  proceedings  Dr.  Wilson  had 
died ;  and  if  Mr.  Barnes  could  be  kept  out,  perhaps  some 
other  man  of  adiflferent  theology  might  come  into  the  vacancy. 
The  time  had  come  for  a  war  in  which  all  the  weapons  pro- 
vided by  the  Presbyterian  system  of  government^  should  be 
used  against  the  New  England  theology. 

Mr.  Barnes  had  just  printed  a  sermon  such  as  New  England 
pastors  were  often  preaching  in  defense  of  the  evangelical  or 
Calvinistic  orthodoxy  against  Arminian  objections.  The  call 
which  the  First  Church  had  made  was  presented,  as  the  Form 
of  Government  requires  in  such  cases,  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Philadelphia,  in  April,  1830,  and  permission  was  requested,  in 
due  form,  to  prosecute  the  call  before  the  Presbytery  of  Elizabeth- 
town.  Opposition  to  the  request  was  made  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Barnes  had  preached  and  published  in  that  sermon 
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erroneoas  doctrines.  After  long  debate,  the  oppoeition  was 
out-voted,  and  leave  to  prosecute  the  call  was  given,  the  mi- 
nority putting  their  protest  upon  the  record.  On  the  18th  of 
June,  the  Presbytery  was  again  assembled  to  receive  Mr. 
Barnes  into  its  membership,  and  to  direct  in  regard  to  his 
installation.  Here  was  opportunity  to  renew  the  combat. 
After  a  conflict  continued  through  several  days,  Mr.  Barnes 
was  received ;  and  on  the  26th  of  June  he  was  installed. 

The  minority  made  complaint  to  the  Synod  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  next  higher  judicatory,  the  same  which,  fourteen 
years  ago,  had  required  its  presbyteries  "  to  call  to  an  account 
all  such  ministers  as  may  be  suspected  to  embrace  any  of  the 
opinions  usually  called  Hopkinsian."  After  two  days  of  de- 
bate in  the  Synod,  the  Presbytery  was  condemned  for  not 
allowing  Mr.  Barnes  to  be  examined  on  his  sermon  before  re- 
ceiving him ;  and  was  authoritatively  '^  enjoined  "  to  hear  the 
protesting  minority  and  to  "  decide  on  their  objections  to  the 
orthodoxy  of  the  sermon,"  and,  furthermore,  "  to  take  such  an 
order,  on  the  whole  subject,  as  is  required  by  a  regard  to  the 
purity  of  the  Church,  and  its  acknowledged  doctrines  and 
order."  Thus  the  battle  was  carried  back  from  the  Synod  to 
the  Presbytery,  and  tliere  it  was  waged  with  various  fortune. 
Could  the  sermon  be  found  guilty  of  heresy,  by  any  orderly 
or  equitably  proceeding,  without  first  putting  the  author  on 
trial,  and  giving  him  all  the  advantages  for  his  defense  which 
'*  the  Book "  secures  to  defendants  in  such  cases!  The  major- 
ity (for  the  balance  of  parties  had  been  reversed  since  the  form- 
er proceedings)  decided  for  the  more  convenient  method  of 
condemning  the  sermon  without  giving  the  author  opportunity 
to  defend  himself  against  definite  changes.  A  condemnation 
of  the  sermon  was  obtained  without  nmch  difficulty,  the  author 
refusing  to  defend  himself  when  he  was  not  on  trial.  The  re- 
sult was  a  "complaint"  from  the  minority  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and,  after  another  meeting,  a  "  reference  of  the 
whole  case"  to  the  Assembly  by  the  Presbytery.  All  the 
ponderous  and  creaking  machinery  of  Presbyterianism  was 
necessary  to  the  grinding  of  so  great  a  grist  as  that  which  had 
come  to  the  mill. 

The  General  Assembly  of  1831  was  in  some  respects  a  very 
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provoking  affair  to  the  party  represented  by  our  author, — the 
Immoderates — the  sectarian  party — the  party  opposed  to  any 
toleration  of  theological  differences.  Never  had  an  avowed 
Hopkinsian  been  made  Moderator  of  that  high  court.  But  the 
Moderator  in  1831  was  Dr.  Beman,  in  whose  little  book  on 
the  Atonement,  as  our  author  testifies  with  orthodox  abhor- 
rence, *'  the  scheme  of  the  younger  Edwards  is  explicitly  de- 
veloped and  defended  ;  "  and  the  only  other  candidate  nomi" 
nated  or  voted  for  was  Dr.  Gardiner  Spring,  whose  hereditary 
and  notorious  Hopkinsianism  in  theology  had  not  (certainly  at 
that  time)  been  purged  away.  The  case  of  Mr.  Barnes  came 
on  in  the  regular  course  of  judicial  business.  According  to 
the  programme  reported  by  the  Judicial  Committee,  all  the 
papers  and  documents  pertaining  to  the  case  were  read,  in- 
cluding the  famous  sermon.*  The  next  thing,  in  regular  order, 
would  have  been  to  hear  the  parties,  namely,  the  complaining 
minority  and  the  Presbytery.  But  Dr.  Miller,  ''  the  prince  of 
peace  men,"  interposed  with  a  motion  for  a  committee,  who, 
with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  should  take  the  whole  affair 
into  consideration,  and  report  what  the  Assembly  ought  to  do. 
He  offered  that  motion,  as  he  said,  "  with  a  view  to  save  time, 
prevent  angry  and  useless  discussion,  and  with  the  hope  that 
an 'amicable  adjustment  of  the  whole  diflficulty  might  be 
effected."  The  consent  of  the  parties  was  necessary,  and  (after 
a  little  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  who  represented 
the  Presbytery)  was  yielded.  Dr.  Miller  was,  of  course,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  with  him  were  associated 
three  doctors  as  little  tainted  with  New  England  as  he  was, 
two  who  were  pretty  widely  known  as  Hopkinsians,  one 
younger  minister  who  had  studied  at  Andover  and  settled  in 
South  Carolina,  and  two  lay  elders — one  with  a  Connecticut 
name,  from  the  region  of  fair  Wyoming,  the  other  with  a 
Scotch  name,  from  the  city  of  Charleston.     The  tenth  member 

*  The  session  was  held  ia  the  First  Church,  and  Mr.  Barnes,  thoagh  not  a 
party  in  the  case,  was  caUed  upou  to  read  the  sermon.  Happening  to  be  in  the 
pulpit,  when  the  pamphlet  was  handed  to  him,  he  read  it  from  that  position  to 
a  great  and  seriously  attentive  congrfgation.  After  the  reading,  a  recessi  was 
had  for  a  few  moments,  and  Dr.  Spring,  in  going  out,  remarked  to  one  who  had 
been  in  the  same  pew  with  him,  "  I  stand  or  fall  with  that  sermon." 
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of  the  Committee  was  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  General 
Association  of  Connecticut ;  for  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  be 
tween  the  Assembly  and  the  Association,  delegates  from  either 
body  had  always,  till  that  time,  been  accustomed  to  serve,  on 
important  committees  in  the  other.*  We  mention  these  par- 
ticulars, because,  in  this  part  of  the  story,  we  are  not  simply 
following  Dr.  Baird,  but  are  telling  some  things  which  have 
not  been  told  in  priot  before. 

In  the  meeting  of  that  committee,  the  Connecticut  dele- 
gate, having  told  them  that  he  regarded  himself  as  in  some 
sort  a  stranger  there,  and  his  appointment  as  an  act  of  courtesy 
toward  the  body  which  ke  represented  rather  than  a  recog- 
nition of  his  personal  iitness  to  judge  in  such  a  matter,  and 
that,  therefore,  their  report,  whatever  it  might  be,  must  be 
made  without  counting  his  vote,  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting 
the  very  obvious  view  that  the  question  to  be  fairly  met  and 
settled  in  disposing  of  the  case  was  nothing  else  than  the  ques- 
tion whether  and  how  far  the  Presbyterian  Church  can  permit 
a  minister  to  dissent  from  any  theological  statement  contained 
in  its  doctrinal  formularies.  Dr.  Miller,  immediately,  with 
one  of  his  blandest  smiles,  yet  not  without  some  transient  ex- 
pression of  anxiety  in  his  countenance,  replied  that  it  would 
be  unwise  and  dangerous  to  raise  such  a  question  ;  and  nothing 
more  was  said  on  that  point.     At  that  first  interview,  they 

*  The  committee  were.  Dr.  Miller,  Dr.  Matthews  (of  Indiana),  Dr.  Lansing,  Dr. 
Fwk,  Dr.  Spring,  Dr.  John  McDowell,  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  E.  White  (of  South 
Carolina),  Mr.  Jessap  (the  late  Jadge  Jessup),  and  Mr.  Napier.  Two  of  the  ten 
are  still  living.  If  there  was  any  want  of  fairness  in  naming  the  committee,  it 
was  that  the  Immoderates  were  not  represented.  On  the  question  of  holding  or 
rejecting  the  New  England  theology,  the  committee  was  equally  divided. 

Dr.  Baird,  with  a  too  characteristic  haste  of  inference  in  regard  to  the  designs 
and  motives  of  persons  not  acting  with  bis  party,  says  that  **  to  aid  in  the  man^ 
agement  of  Mr.  Barnes*  case,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bacon,  one  of  the  New  Haven  gentle- 
men,  was  commissioned  as  delegate  from  the  Association  of  Connecticut."  The 
truth  is,  as  Dr.  Baird  might  have  known,  if  he  had  not  been  too  hasty  in  his 
eagerness  of  imputation,  Mr.  B.  was  appointed  by  the  General  Association,  in 
June,  1830,  just  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Barnes'  installation,  and  could  not  have 
been  appointed  at  any  later  date.  Something  more  than  a  human  faculty  would 
have  been  necessary  to  foresee,  in  June,  1830,  not  only  that  Mr.  Barnes'  case 
would  come  before  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1881,  but  also  that  the  man, 
agement  of  it  could  be  aided  by  a  young  man  so  little  conversant  witli  such 
affairs. 

VOL.  xxvni.  12 
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seemed  to  be  well  agreed  in  thinking  that  what  they  were 
appointed  for  was,  to  evade  and  indefinitely  postpone  that 
dangerous  question  rather  than  to  answer  it.  What  the  re- 
port should  be,  in  substance,  was  settled  in  a  very  harmonious, 
but  devoutly  serious  conversation,  and  Dr.  Miller's  draught 
was  afterwards  agreed  to  with  only  some  slight  alteration,  and 
was  presented,  we  believe,  as  the  unanimous  report  of  the 
committee.  Certainly  it  was  almost  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Assembly.  Tlie  Presbytery  was  complimented  for  its 
"  conscientious  zeal  for  the  purity  of  the  Church  ; "  the  sermon 
was  judged  to  contain  "  a  number  of  unguarded  and  objection- 
able passages ; "  *  and  the  opinion  was  delivered  that,  "  espe- 

*  Some  readers  may  be  carious  to  know  just  what  the  heresies  were,  which 
the  Presbytery  foand  la  that  sermon,  and  for  which  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  made  a 
standard  bog-a-boo  among  Old  School  Presbyterians,  bat  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Miller  and  other  "peace  men"  of  1831,  were  snfficiently  censured  by  call- 
ing them  **  unguarded  and  objectionable  passages."  We  therefore  give  the  Pres- 
bytery's official  and  solemn  statement  of  what  they  were,  condensing  it  from  the 
final  deliverance  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Ashbel  Green. 

r.  In  regard  to  Original  Sin. 

"  1.  He  denies  that  the  posterity  of  Adam  are  responsible  for  Adam's  first  sin 
which  he  committed  as  the  federal  head  of  his  race.  Thus,  page  6,  *  Christianity 
does  not  charge  on  men  crimes  of  which  they  are  not  guilty.  It  does  not  say  that 
the  sinner  ie  held  to  be  personally  anxwer  able  for  the  tran$ffre9itum$o/  Adam  or  of 
any  other  man,^ " 

**2.  In  accordance  with  the  above  doctrine,  he  affirms,  p.  Y,  that  'Chris- 
tianity affirms  the  fact  that  in  connection  with  the  sin  of  Adam,  or  as  a  rentlt^ 
all  moral  agents  will  siu,  and  sinning  will  die.'"  "  The  public,  federal,  or  repre- 
sentative character  of  Adam  is  thus  denied,  contrary  to  the  explicit  statement  In 
answer  to  the  22d  Q.  of  Large  Cat." 

"  3.  He  declares,  p.  7,  ^  that  the  notion  of  imputing  sin  is  an  invention  of  mod- 
ern limes,'  contrary  to  Con.  of  F.,  Chap.  VI.,  3." 

"  4.  In  p.  5,  he  admits  that  his  language  on  the  subject  of  Original  Sin.  differs 
from  that  used  by  the  Confe!«sion  of  Faith  on  the  same  subject,  and  then  accouots 
for  this  difference  on  the  ground  of  the  difficulty  of  affixing  any  clear  and  definite 
meaning  to  the  expression,  '  We  sinned  in  him,  and  fell  with  him.'" 

**  This  whole  view  of  the  doctrine  of  Original  Sin,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Presbytery,  obscure,  perplexed,  fruitful  of  dangerous  consequences,  and,  there- 
fore, censurable.' ' 

II.  On  the  doctrine  of  Atonement. 

'*1.  At  p.  11,  he  says,  'This  atonement  was  for  all  men.  \t  was  an  offering 
made  for  Che  race.  It  had  not  respect  so  much  to  individuals  as  to  the  law  and 
perfections  of  God.  It  was  an  opening  of  the  way  of  pardon,  a  making  forgive- 
ness consistent,  a  preserving  of  truth,  a  magnifying  of  the  law,  and  had  no 
particular  reference  to  any  class  of  men.'  " 
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cially  after  the  explanations  "  which  Mr.  Barnes  had  made, 
"the  Presbytery  ought  to  have  suflfered  the  whole  to  pass 
without  further  notice." 

The  wise  men  of  that  Assembly  thought  that  a  great  difficulty 
had  been  disposed  of,  and  were  devoutly  thankful.  It  was 
thought  that  much  had  been  gained  for  evangelical  truth, and 
freedom,  and  for  the  catholic  influence  in  the  Presbyterian  body. 

"  2.  At  p.  11,  be  says,  'The  atonement  of  itself  secured  the  eal nation  of  no 
ooe ;'  and  again,  '  The  atonement  seonred  the  salvation  of  no  one,  except  as  God 
had  promised  his  Son  that  he  should  see  of  the  trayaU  of  his  soul,  and  except  on 
the  conditions  of  repentance  and  faith/  " 

**  8.  At  p.  10,  he  unequivocally  denies  that  Ohrist  endured  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  *  He  did  not,  indeed,  endnre  the  penalty  of  the  law,  for  his  sufferings  were 
not  eterual,  nor  did  he  endure  remorse  of  conscience  ;  but  he  endured  so  much* 
suffering,  bore  so  much  agony,  that  the  Father  was  pleased  to  accept  of  it  in  the 
place  of  the  eternal  torments  of  all  that  should  be  saved/" 

IIL  On  Ability,  natural  and  moraL 

**  In  discoursing  on  human  ability,  the  sermon  contains  expressions  which  do 
not  seem  to  be  well  judged.  In  p.  14,  it  is  said,  '  It  is  not  to  any  want  of 
physical  strenfj^th  that  this  rejection  is  owing,  for  men  have  power  enough,  in 
themselves,  to  hate  Gkd  and  their  fellow-men,  and  it  requires  less  physical 
power  to  love  God  than  to  hate  him ;'  and  on  the  same  page  he  represents 
man's  inabUity  as  solely  in  the  wiU  ;  and  on  p.  80,  that  men  are  not  saved  simply 
because  they  mil  not  be  saved/' 

IV.  On  Conformity  to  the  Standards. 

"  P.  6.  he  says,  *  It  is  not  denied  that  this  language  varies  from  the  statements 
which  are  often  made  on  this  subject,  from  the  opinion  which  has  been  entertain- 
ed by  many.  And  it  is  admitted  that  it  does  not  accord  with  that  used  on  the 
same  subject  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  other  standards  of  doctrine.'  And 
again,  p.  18,  '  The  great  principle  on  which  the  author  supposes  the  truths  of  re- 
ligion are  to  be  preached,  and  on  which  he  endeavors  to  act,  is,  that  the  Bible  is 
to  be  interpreted  by  all  the  honest  helps  within  the  reach  of  the  preacher,  and 
then  proclaimed  as  it  is,  let  it  lead  where  it  will,  within  or  without  the  circum- 
ference of  any  arrangement  of  doctrines.  He  is  supposed  to  be  responsible  uot 
at  all  for  its  infringing  on  any  theological  system ;  nor  is  he  to  be  cramped  by 
any  frame  work  of  Faith  that  has  been  reared  around  the  Bible.*' 

y.  On  Justification. 

'*  It  is  not  satisfactory  that  the  sermon  says  that  '  Christ  died  in  the  place  of 
sinners,'  that  it  speaks  of  the  *  merits  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,' — of  'the  love  of  Chriat,'  of  •  putting  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ/  of  being 
*  willing  to  drop  into  the  hands  of  Jesus,  and  to  be  saved  by  his  merit  alone,'  of 
God  *  sprinkling  on  the  soul  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  freely  pardoning  all  its  tins/ 
since  this  language  may  be  used,  and  is  actually  used  by  some  who  explicitly 
deny  that  Christ  took  the  law  place  of  sinners,  bore  the  curse  of  God's  law  in 
their  room  and  stead,  and  that  they  are  saved  only  by  the  imputation  to  them  of 
his  perfect  righteousness.*' 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


180  The  Presbytericm  Disruption  of  1838.         [Jan., 

Had  not  the  supreme  judicatory  taken  a  most  important  step  in 
the  way  to  a  comprehensive  union  ?     Had  it  not  pronounce 
distinctly  and  with  unexpected  unanimity  against  the  narrow 
and  divisive  notions  of  the  Philadelphia  Presbytery?     Was  it 
not  fairly  settled  that  a  minister  holding  such  views  in  theol- 
ogy as  Mr.  Barnes  held,  might,  with  a  good  conscience,  and 
without  incurring  the  charge  of  perjury  or  hypocrisy,  profess 
to  ''  receive  and  adopt  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  containing 
the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  ?"     Alas  1 
they  had  not  learned,  what  many  good  and  wise  men  have  not 
learned  even  now  after  thirty-eight  years  more  of  history,  that 
the  sectarian  element  in  Presbyterianism — the  element  which 
instead  of  seeking  the  union  of  Christians  as  Christians,  seeks 
to  divide  Christians  from  Christians — is  mighty  and  will  pre- 
vail.    From  the  General  Assembly  of  1831,  and  particularly 
from  its  decision  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Barnes — a  decision  so  well 
intended,  so  unanimously  adopted,  so  thankfully  rejoiced  in — 
begins  the  story  of  that  disruption   which  Dr.  Miller  and  his 
brother  Moderates  were  so  desirous  to  avoid,   and  at  which 
they  trembled  as  they  seemed  to  see  its  shadow  in  the  distance, 
liow  strong  the  Moderates  were  at  that  time,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  the  Immoderates,  and  how  large  and  catholic  was  the 
policy  which,  in  one  degree  or  another  they  favored.  Dr.  Baird 
may  tell  us.    ^'  The  spirit  of  Moderatism  was  occupying  almost 
all  the  high  places  of  the  Church  which  were  not  possessed  by 
the  New  School;  presiding,  with  few  exceptions,  over  all  our 
colleges;  tilling  our  influential  pulpits;  and  occupying  the 
chairs  of  instruction  in  our  seminaries, — ready  always  to  cry 
*  Peace  1'  and  to  frown  upon  the  first  indications  of  any  such 
active  zeal  for  the  truth  as  threatened  to  disturb  the  sinister 
tranquillity  which  they  so  fondly  cherished." — **  The  authors 
of  the   policy  dazzled   their  imaginations  with  visions  of  a 
national  church,  as  comprehensive  in  its  embrace  as  the  ambi- 
tious '  national  societies '  by  which  it  was  to  be  developed,  and 
which  were  to  shine  and  thrive  in  the  light  of  its  greatness. 
The  churches  of  New  England,  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
Beformed  Dutch,  the  Scotch,  German,  and  Associate  Beform- 
ed, — these  all,  were  to  be  included.      [How  much  like  Mr. 
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George  H.  Stuart's  Parapresbyterian  Convention !]  And  not 
thcfle  alone.  Prospects  undefined  and  boundless  opened  to  the 
imaginations  of  the  patrons  of  these  schemes.  But  the  mag- 
nificent conceptions  thus  pictured  to  fancy  were  to  be  realized 
at  the  expense  of  all  that  is  worth  holding  dear  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church, — ^her  Scriptural  and  saving  faith,  and  her 
divinely  originated  and  symmetrical  order."  pp.  339,  340.  That 
is  to  say,  if  the  Presbyterian  Church  should  become  so  com- 
prehensive, it  would  no  longer  exhibit  in  its  theology  and  in 
its  administration,  the  sectarian  narrowness  which  men  like 
Dr.  Baird  delight  in.  The  "  divinely  originated  and  symmet- 
rical order "  would  be  wrecked  and  ruined,  if  lay  delegates 
from  the  brotherhood  of  a  Congregational  church,  and  lay 
delegates  from  a  Presbyterian  church  session  should  be  admit- 
ted  into  the  same  classical  or  synodical  assembly.  And  what 
would  become  of  the  "  scriptural  and  saving  faith,"  if  men 
like  Albert  Barnes  and  Lyman  Beecher  could  be  ministers  in 
the  same  ecclesiastical  connection  with  Dr.  Baird,  and  not  be 
vexed  and  badgered  with  pmsecutions  for  heresy  ? 

We  regret  our  inability  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  author's 
assistance  in  showing  how  the  sectarian  element  was  rouBed, 
stimulated,  invigorated,  and  kept  at  work  till  the  disruption 
was  accomplished.  A  discriminating  reader  of  his  pages  can 
discern  by  what  methods  of  systematic  and  continued  agita- 
tion, of  appeals  to  blind  and  unteachable  prejudice,  of  cabals 
and  conventions,  the  crusade  was  carried  on — how  the  Moder- 
ates were  scared,  crowded,  taken  captive,  inoculated  with  sec- 
tarian zeal,  and  at  last  made  leaders  in  the  great  act  of  ex- 
cision. Yet  the  discriminating  reader  will  take  heed  not  to 
believe  too  easily  the  author's  heedless  intimations — sometimes 
expressed,  and  sometimes  only  suggested— concerning  the  aims 
and  motives  of  men  who  happen  to  differ  from  him,  especially 
if  the  difference  is  on  some  point  of  theology.  In  particular, 
if  he  remembers  that  Dr.  Baird  holds  a  different  theory  from 
that  held  at  Princeton  concerning  the  imputation  of  Adam's 
first  sin  to  all  mankind,  he  will  be  on  his  guard  against  the  im- 
pression which  otherwise  he  might  receive  concerning  the 
Princeton  professors,  as  if  they  were  never  more  than  half- 
hearted in  the  cause  of  Old  School  orthodoxy,  from  the  time 
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when  Dr.  Miller  wanted  toleration  for  Hopkinsians  in  1817, 
until  the  time  when  Drs.  Miller,  Alexander,  and  Hodge,  in 
1836,  wer^  brought  into  the  movement  for  disruption,  by  a 
hint  that  in  case  of  their  continued  hesitation,  the  means  were 
in  readiness  to  establish  a  rival  Old  School  Seminary.  The 
cautious  reader  will  believe — as  we  believe  most  firmly — that 
those  good  men  at  Princeton,  in  their  final  adhesion  to  the  Act 
and  Testimony  movement,  a^  well  as  in  their  long  reluctance, 
were  actuated  (to  say  the  least)  by  no  more  selfish  or  less 
worthy  motives  than  those  which  inspired  the  authors  of  the 
movement.  As  it  was  with  all  the  Moderates,  so  it  was  with 
them.  They  held  the  old  theology  as  they  understood  it ;  they 
were  hearty  in  their  special  aflfection  for  that  portion  of 
Christ's  church  in  this  land  which  was  called  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  their  admiration  of  all  its  peculiar  arrange- 
ments ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  had  catholic  sympathies 
and  aspirations.  For  along  while  they  were  in  a  strait  betwixt 
^two,  the  catholic  element  and  the  sectarian  being  coordinate 
^  n  their  minds — which  is  about  as  much  as  can  be  expected  of 
good  men  in  the  present  condition  of  organized  Christianity. 
At  last,  when  they  saw  that  the  schism  would  come,  which 
they  had  feared,  and  that  there  was  no  help,  they  succumbed 
to  the  sectarian  tendency,  and  went  (where  else  could  they  go  ?) 
with  the  Old  School  party. 

The  moral  of  the  long  story  is  not  very  recondite.  Can 
Presbyterianism,  as  constituted  by  the  Presbyterian  Book,  be 
really  catholic  ?  Can  the  disunited  Presbyterianism  be  re- 
united without  including  Dr.  Baird  and  the  rest  of  the  Im- 
moderates  ?  Can  Presbyterianism,  just  as  it  is — just  as  it  will 
be  after  the  proposed  reunion — cease  to  breed  and  bring  up 
men  of  that  sort,  narrowly  sectarian,  contentious,  litigious, 
men  to  whom  a  fight  in  an  ecclesiastical  assembly  is  a  high 
religious  enjoyment,  and  who  are  always  desiring  to  excommu- 
nicate somebody  for  some  dissent  from  their  theological  tradi- 
tions ?  If  there  is  to  be  a  free,  harmonious,  catholic  Presbyte- 
rianism in  our  country;  must  not  its  builders  dig  deeper  and 
clear  away  more  of  the  rubbish  ? 
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Article  VU.— NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 
theological  and  belioious. 

Liddon's  Bampton  Lectures  on  the  Divinitt  of  Christ.* — 
This  book  has  already  passed  through  several  editions,  and  has 
received  great  praise  from  the  religious  press.  This  praise  is 
partly  just,  and  partly  not.  The  writer  has  respectable,  though 
not  first  rate,  qualifications  as  an  exegete.  He  is  well  read  in  the 
literature  pertaining  to  his  subject.  His  pages  swarm  with  cita- 
tions, references,  and  sometimes  with  episodal  observations.  A 
great  amount  of  interesting  information  relating  to  modern  theol- 
ogy, especially  the  German  schools,  is  interspersed  in  his  discus- 
sion. The  discusion  itself,  we  must  confess,  has  somewhat  disap- 
pointed us.  It  is  unnecessarily  drawn  out.  It  attempts  to  be  ex- 
haustive, and  becomes  rather  exhausting.  There  is  not  a  strong, 
manly  grasp  of  opposing  systems  and  opinions.  There  is  too 
much  of  the  slightly  solemn,  gently  patronizing,  churchly  tone,  for 
our  taste ;  and  too  much  of  it  for  the  best  effect  of  the  book  upon 
those  outside  of  the  author's  ecclesiastical  and  theological  fold. 
No  minister  can  read  this  volume  without  receiving  from  it  much 
instruction ;  but  he  will  have  good  reason  to  regret  that,  being  so 
good,  it  is  not  better.  The  late  Dr.  Robinson  was  once  asked  if 
Ellicott  was  not  an  excellent  commentator  ?  "A  good  commenta- 
tor," was  the  reply.  "  But  is  he  not  a  devout  commentator  ? " 
"Yes,  devout,"  replied  the  blunt  Doctor,  "after  the  English 
fashion :  he  begins  all  the  designations  of  God,  and  all  the  pro- 
nouns referring  to  God,  with  capitals."  There  is  a  species  of  An- 
glican, ecclesiastical  devoutness  which  is  easily  marked  in  not  a 
few  productions  of  really  excellent  men,  but  which  wears  a  pro- 
vincial and  not  wholly  pleasing  aspect.  Wo  observe  that  Mr. 
Liddon,  who  is  censorious  respecting  all  works  of  the  class  of 
"  Ecce  Homo,"  is  very  deferential  and  laudatory  in  his  remarks 
upon  Mr.  Gladstone's  eulogistic  essay  on  the  last  named  book. 
Mr.  Liddon  is  evidently  on  the  track  towards  a  bishopric. 

♦  7%e  Divinity  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jexta  Christ ;  Eight  Lectures  Prtaehed 
before  the  University  of  Oxford,  in  the  year  1867,  <t€.  Second  EditioD.  Riving- 
ton,  London,  Oxford,  and  Cambridge.     1868.    Syo.  pp.  685. 
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Smeaton  on  the  Atonement.* — This  is  the  first  installment  of 
an  elaborate  treatise  on  the  Atonement,  exegetically  considered. 
The  writer  is  possessed  of  a  fair  amount  of  critical  and  historical 
learning ;  but  he  is  unhappily  so  far  destitute  of  the  critical  and 
historical  spirit  that  dogmatic  prepossessions  constantly  sway  his 
interpretation.  The  desperate  task  of  proving  the  theology  of  the 
covenants,  and  the  dogma  of  limited  atonemept,  by  the  philological, 
scientific  exposition  of  Scripture,  is  confidently  undertaken.  Of 
the  character  of  much  of  this  exposition,  the  reader  may  judge  by 
one  instance.  He  insists  that  the  phrase,  "gave  His  only  be- 
gotten Son  "  (John  iii.,  16),  means,  "  gave  to  a  sacrificial  death  " 
— that  is,  he  reads  his  doctrine  between  the  lines  of  the  text ;  but 
we  do  not  see  that  he  has  any  comment  on  the  term  •*  world  "  in 
the  clause,  **  He  so  loved  the  world ;  "  a  clause  which,  fairly  con- 
sidered, utterly  overthrows  his  theory  of  restricted  atonement. 
There  is  much  in  this  volume  that  is  deserving  of  attention,  and 
in  parts  it  is  entitled  to  commendation.  But  it  is  written  with 
the  Scotch  diffuseness,  and  might  be  compressed  into  half  its  pre- 
sent compass  without  the  loss  of  anything  material  to  the  discus-  . 
sion.  More  than  this,  it  is  disfigured  by  the  old  Scotch  dogmat- 
ism, and  a  certain  supercilious  asperity  of  tone  towards  the  schools 
of  thought  which  the  author  considers  latitudinarian.  He  deserves 
thanks  for  affixing  to  his  book  good  indexes. 

!N"ew  Translation  op  Mttller  on  the  "  Christian  Doctrine 
OF  Sin."  f — We  are  thankful  that  this  is  not  the  "  former  transla- 
tion," even  though  it  were  "  diligently  revised."  A  more  nearly 
worthless  translation  than  that  which  Mr.  Pulsford  made  of  Mtll- 
ler's  great  work,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find.  Yet  the  translator 
took  great  pains.  He  failed  partly  on  account  of  the  inherent 
difliculties  of  his  task,  and  partly  on  account  of  his  special  inapti- 
tude for  the  peculiar  business  of  a  translator.  Perhaps  we  ought 
not  to  call  his  translation  worthless,  for  we  believe  that  the  mean- 

*  The  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement^  as  taught  by  Christ  himself:  or  the  eayings 
of  Jesus  on  the  Atonement,  exegetically  expounded  and  classified.  By  Rev. 
QBoaGB  Smbaton,  Professor  of  Exegetical  Theology.  New  College,  Edinburgh : 
T.  A  T.  Clark.     1868.     8vo.  pp.  460. 

f  7%«  Christian  Doctrine  of  Sin.  By  Julius  Mullbr,  Professor  of  Theology 
in  the  University  of  Halle.  Translated  from  the  German  of  the  Fifth  Edition  by 
the  Rev.  William  Urwick,  M.  A.  In  two  volumes.  Edinburgh :  T.  4  T.  Clark. 
1868.     pp.  417,  440. 
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ing  of  his  author  was  seldom  directly  migapprehended.  The 
trouble  was  that  his  rendering  was  barbarous,  and  frequently  un- 
intelligible to  all  except  those  whose  knowledge  of  the  German 
tongne  enabled  them  to  conjecture  what  must  have  stood  in  the 
original  work.  The  Messrs.  Clark  have  shown  a  praiseworthy 
degree  of  enterprise  in  procuring  an  entirely  new  translation  of 
this  invaluable  treatise.  Mr.  Urwick  has  succeeded  pretty  well 
in  his  very  difficult  labor.  Of  course,  the  thought  must  lose  some- 
thing of  its  freshness  and  force,  and,  not  unfrequently,  the  shade 
of  meaning  vanishes,  in  the  process  of  being  converted  into  Eng- 
lish. But  we  have  compared  the  translation  with  the  original  in 
various  places,  and  have  found  it  to  be  in  the  main  correct,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  is  perspicuous  and  readable.  It  is  gratifying 
that  a  translation  which  is,  on  the  whole,  entitled  to  confidence 
has  at  length  been  produced.  We  notice  one  strange  and  unlucky 
omission.  Says  Mr.  Urwick  in  his  preface :  "  Instead  of  the  long, 
dreary  table  of  contents  at  the  beginning  of  each  volume,  he  (the 
translator)  has  divided  each  chapter  into  sections,"  &c.  This  "  long, 
dreary  table  of  contents  "  is  a  full,  thorough  analysis  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  work,  written  by  Dr.  MuUer,  and  in  the  highest  de- 
degree  serviceable  to  his  readers.  To  leave  it  out  was  a  sad 
blunder. 

Gropings  after  Truth.* — ^This  is  a  book  very  instructive  in 
respect  to  several  points.  First  of  all,  it  is  instructive  in  respect 
to  the  amiable  weakness  of  the  author,  who  seems  to  have  pos- 
sessed from  childhood  a  sort  of  stubborn  discontent  with  the  faith 
of  his  parents,  without  the  capacity  wisely  to  appropriate  what 
was  good  in  it,  and  to  reject  what  was  defective  or  bad.  What- 
ever was  over-stiff  in  the  theological  system  in  which  he  was  nur- 
tured, or  over-severe  in  its  practical  views  of  the  Christian  life,  or 
over-strained  in  its  views  of  conversion,  or  over-driven  in  its 
views  of  revivals,  is  set  down  as  Calvinism  or  Protestantism,  pure 
and  simple.  Every  feature  of  it  must  be  received  with  equal 
confidence,  if  any  are  accepted,  and,  if  any  are  rejected,  the 
whole  system  of  doctrine  and  duty  must  fall.  Second,  it  is 
instructive  in  regard  to  the  singular  logic  which  Catholic  reason- 


*  Groping^ after  Truth:  A  Life  Journey  from  New  England  Congregational- 
iem  to  the  one  Catholic  and  ApoetoUc  Church.  ,  By  Joshua  Huntington.  New 
York:  The  Catholic  Publication  Society.     1868. 
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ers  allow  themselves.  That  a  sect  among  Protestants,  say  the 
Congregationalists,  should  labor  under  peculiar  defects,  ought 
not  to  surprise  a  liberal-minded  Catholic  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  past,  or  the  actuality  of  the  present,  in  his  own 
church.  He  knows  there  is  bigotry,  and  narrowness,  and  super- 
stition, and  asceticism,  and  even  revivalism,  in  his  own  commun- 
ion, and  that  many  a  Catholic  youth,  for  one  or  all  these  causes, 
is  darkened,  perplexed,  bewildered,  and  staggered  with  doubt, 
as  young  Huntington  confesses  himself  to  have  been.  That 
Huntington's  sponsor,  Rev.  Augustine  F.  Hewit,  should  allow 
his  neophyte  brother  to  draw  the  inference,  that  because  of 
certain  excrescenses  or  errors  Protestantism  is  false,  when  a  sim- 
ilar inference  might  as  properly  be  derived  from  similar  errors 
among  the  sects  and  schools  in  the  Catholic  church — is,  to  us, 
surprising  beyond  explanation.  To  argue,  or  even  to  intimate, 
that  in  the  "  One  Catholic  Apostolic  Church,"  there  are  no  such 
errors,  because,  according  to  its  theory  (it  having  an  infallible 
head)  there  ought  not  to  he^  is  to  be  guilty  of  a  still  grosser 
weakness. 

Third ;  this  book  is  very  instructive  in  respect  to  the  weakness 
of  its  positive  reasonings  from  the  Scriptures  with  which  the 
author  (more  likely  his  reverend  father  in  his  name)  seeks  to  sup- 
port his  newly  accepted  faith.  These  reasonings  are  too  unnat- 
ural to  have  been  suggested  by  the  writer's  own  thinkhjg,  and  too 
forced  to  have  been  derived  from  any  other  source  than  his 
newly  accepted  interpreters.  The  gratuitous  character  of  the 
assumptions  which  underlie  these  interpretations,  in  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  church  and  the  necessity  of  an  infallible  dictator  of 
the  true  faith,  and  the  unexegetical  and  violent  character  of  the 
interpretations  of  individual  proof-texts,  are  very  conspicuous. 
The  moderately  thoughful  and  scantily  instructed  Protestant  who 
studies  this  argument,  will  be  moved  with  any  feelings  rather  than 
those  of  respect  for  these  arguments,  or  for  the  intellects  of  those 
who  propound  or  accept  them. 

Fourth  :  this  book  is  well  fitted  to  lead  serious  Protestants  to 
reflect  on  the  one  sided  excesses  to  which  their  own  system  is 
sometimes  carried  by  over  zealous,  narrow  minded,  and  uninstructed 
teachers.  While  we  cannot  but  pity  the  mental  suflerings  of  the 
ingenuous  but  "  groping "  youth  described  in  this  volume,  we 
ought  to  be  none  the  less  alive  to  the  useful  lessons  taught  in  his 
account  of  the  doctrinal  and  practical  aspects  of  Orthodoxy,  as  he 
found  or  rather  as  he  interpreted  it.    It  is  the  glory  of  Protestant 
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Christianity,  that  it  can  learn  wisdom  by  its  own  mistakes,  that 
perceiving  they  are  such,  it  can  abandon  and  outgrow  them.  If  this 
is  the  prerogative  of  Protestantism  in  general,  it  is  specially  that 
of  New  England  Congregationalism,  from  which  it  has  cost  the 
author  so  long  a  life  journey  to  escape.  When  he  comes  to  record 
his  experience  of  the  longer  or  shorter  life  journey  which  he 
shall  have  made  within  the  so-called  "  One  Catholic  and  Apostolic 
Church,"  it  may  be  that  that  record  will  include  sadder  and 
bitterer  disappointments  than  those  which  filled  so  much  of  his 
earlier  life  with  gloom. 

The  Holt  Communion.*— If  any  of  our  readers  are  curious  to 
know  how  a  learned  Catholic  Divine  would  defend  the  doctrine  of 
Transubstantiation  by  the  aid  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Mansel,  we  advise  them  to  read  this  volume. 
The  perusal  of  it  will  give  the  reader  a  far  more  correct,  perhaps 
a  more  charitable  view  of  the  better  class  of  the  Romish  clergy 
than  generally  prevails,  without  increasing  his  respect  for  the 
Sacramentarian  system,  or  the  church  of  which  this  system, — in 
the  doctrine  of  the  Mass, — is  the  chief  comer  stone. 

Mohler's  Symbousm.j — ^The  two  "  epoch-making  "  books  which 
have  appeared  in  Germany  during  the  last  generation  are  Strauss's 
**  Life  of  Jesus  "  and  MShler's  **  Symbolism."  The  ability  of  M5h- 
ler's  work  called  out  rejoinders  from  the  most  distinguished  of 
Protestant  theologians,  including  Nitzsch  and  Baur ;  and  a  theo- 
logic  ferment  was  excited  which  proved  highly  salutary  to  theo- 
logical science.  MShler  was,  in  truth,  not  only  an  able,  genial 
writer,  but  also  a  truly  learned  scholar.  Belonging  to  the  more 
liberal  school  of  Catholics,  his  work  has  been  more  or  less  an  ob- 
ject of  suspicion  and  adverse  criticism  within  the  limits  of  his  own 
church.  It  has  been  felt  that  in  describing  the  Catholic  system, 
he  has,  to  some  extent,  idealized  it.     On  the  contrary,  he  has  failed 


♦  The  Holy  Communion.  Its  Philosophy,  Theology,  and  Praotioe.  By  John 
Bkbnaed  Dalgaiens.  Priest  of  the  Oratory  of  St  Philip  Neri.  J^Third  Edition. 
New  York:  Tlie  Catholic  Publication  House.     1868. 

-f  Symbolism;  or  Exposition  of  the  Doctrinal  Dififerences  between  Catholics 
and  Protestants,  as  evidenced  by  their  symbolical  writings.  By  John  Adam 
MoKHLiE,  D.  D.,  Dean  of  Wurzburg,  Translated  with  a  Memoir  of  the  Author. 
By  Jahxs  Burton  Robertson,  Esq.  Third  Edition.  New  York :  Catholic  Pub* 
llcation  House.     8to.  pp.  604. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


188  Notices  of  New  Books.  [Jan., 

to  do  justice  to  Luther,  a  man  whom,  of  all  others,  it  is  easy  to 
misrepresent.  Mdhler's  book,  whatever  its  defects  may  be,  is  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  plausible  of  all  the  expositions  and 
defenses  of  the  Catholic  theology.  Mr.  Robertson's  Memoir  of 
Mdhler  (who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-three),  adds  much  to  the 
value  of  the  present  edition.  **  Symbolism,"  we  may  add,  is  not 
the  apposite  translation  of  the  German  Symholik,  We  need  in 
English  the  word  Symbolics;  and  so  for  Dogmatik,  the  term  Dog* 
mattes  would  be  the  appropriate  rendering. 

MoBAL  TJsBS  OP  Da.rk  Things** — ^This  volume  is  made  up  of  a 
series  of  Essays  on  those  arrangements  and  events  which  make 
up  what  is  called  the  night  or  dark  side  of  nature  and  Provi- 
dence;— such  as  NlgfU  and  Sleep^  Want  and  Waste^  Bad  Govern- 
ment, Oblivion  or  Dead  History,  Physical  Pain,  Physical  Danger j 
etc.,  etc.  The  topics  are  various  and  rather  oddly  grouped  togeth- 
er, but  they  are  all  brought  fairly  within  the  reach  of  the  arguments 
of  the  gifted  author,  and  made  to  yield  material  for  the  illustra- 
tion of  salutary  and  elevating  moral  truth.  As  the  author  very 
justly  observes,  the  books  which  treat  professedly  upon  Natural 
Theology  draw  the  most  of  their  illustrations  from  physical  ends 
or  design,  rarely  and  scantily  recognizing  those  which  are  moraL 
He  finds,  also,  some  advantages,  and  that  very  justly,  from  the  in- 
dependent character  of  these  Essays,  and  from  the  freer  and  less 
methodical  treatment  which  they  allow.  The  gloomy  and  depress- 
ed spirit  that  is  burdened  at  times  by  the 'heavy  weight  of  sorrow 
and  suffering  which  prevail  in  the  earth,  may  find  comfort  in  the 
cheerful  lights  which  Dr.  Bushnell  casts  upon  this  gloom.  The 
Si/ruggling  soul  may  gather  courage  from  the  inspiriting  hopeful- 
ness of  his  temper.  All  classes  of  readers  who  love  Christian  and 
manly  thoughts  when  expressed  in  the  diction  and  colored  by  the 
lights  with  which  poetic  genius  knows  how  to  invest  familiar 
truth,  will  welcome  and  appreciate  this  volume. 

Newman  Hall's  Sermons.! — ^The  visit  of  Newman  Hall  to  this 
country  was  memorable  to  himself  and  to  his  friends.     His  pres- 

♦  Moral  Uset  of  Dark  Thifigt.  By  Horaob  Busbnbll.  New  York :  Charles 
ScribDer  St  Co.     186S.     New  Haven:  Jttdd  <b  White. 

f  Sermons,  By  Rev.  Newman  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  London.  iWith  a  History  of 
Surrey  Chapel  and  its  Institntions.  By  Dr.  Hall.  New  York:  Sheldon  <b  Co. 
1868.    New  Haven:  Jadd  <fc  White. 
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ence  brought  with  itself  new  and  exhilarating  sensations,  his 
sermons  were  most  refreshing  to  the  thousands  of  Christian 
hearers  who  hung  upon  his  lips,  and  his  addresses  upon  the  rela- 
tions of  England  to  America  were  admirable  illustrations  of  his 
various  power  The  Christian  manhood  of  the  man,  and  the 
ardent  devotedness  of  the  Pastor,  were  themselves  a  perpetual 
sermon,  inspiring  and  admonitory.  Wherever  he  went  his  pres- 
ence was  a  perpetual  benediction,  and,  at  his  departure,  he  was 
followed  by  the  thanks  and  the  prayers  of  thousands  who  had 
been  helped  and  lifted  upward  by  his  inspiring  Christian  words. 

This  volume  consists  of  sermons  and  addresses  which  he  deliv- 
ered when  in  this  country ;  not  all  of  these,  indeed,  for  a  few  had 
been  previously  published,  but  the  larger  portion  of  all.  They 
are  all  interesting  in  themselves  as  examples  of  simple  and  earnest 
preaching,  and  of  direct  familiar  speaking,  and  they  will  be  read 
with  interest  by  thousands  among  us.  The  account  of  Surrey 
Chapel,  and  its  institutions,  is  very  instructive  and  inspiring  for 
the  example  of  Christian  enterprise  and  success  whifsh  it  presents. 

The  volume  is  embellished  with  a  truthful  and  spirited  portrait 
of  Dr.  HaU. 

Jamek  Freeman  Clabke's  Sermons.* — This  is  a  second  edition, 
with  additions,  of  a  volume  of  sermons  previously  published  under 
the  same  general  title ;  this  being  the  text  of  the  first  discourse. 
Among  the  added  discourses  is  one  entitled,  **  Ood  save  the  Comr 
monweaUh  of  Massachusetts  f^^  Turning  to  this  from  curiosity, 
we  were  amply  rewarded  by  finding  the  following :  "  Why  are  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  so  difierent  from  those  of  Connecticut  ? 
They  had  at  first  the  same  origin,  the  same  institutions,  the  same 
religion,  the  same  climate,  soil,  occupations.  Yet  how  different 
they  are  I  Massachusetts  is  intellectually  active,  Connecticut 
more  slow.  One  is  progressive,  the  other  conservative.  The  one 
is  hospitable  to  all  new  ideas,  the  other  is  reluctant  to  accept 
them.  Why  should  the  Unitarians  have  a  hundred  churches  in 
Massachusetts,  and  only  one  in  Connecticut  ?  Why  should  Massa- 
chusetts lead  the  Nation  in  the  great  movements  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  for  temperance,   criminal   reform ;    and   Connecticut 

*  The  Hour  tohich  cometht  and  now  t«.  Sermons  preached  in  iDdiana-Place 
Chapel,  Boston.  By  Jambs  Freeman  Clarke.  Boston:  William  V.  Spencer. 
1868.    New  Haven :  Jadd  <fe  White. 
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take  80  little  interest  in  these  matters?  Why  should  Massachu- 
setts be  the  firm,  unoompromising  radical  leader  of  the  Republi- 
cans in  politics,  and  Connecticut  waver  uncertainly  between  one 
political  party  and  the  other?  Who  can  tell?  Somehow  each 
State  has  its  own  intellectual  and  moral  character ;  each  State  has 
its  soul,  and  the  two  are  always  and  inevitably  as  different  as  any 
two  men  are  different.  Their  souls  are  different.  That  is  all  that 
we  can  say." 

''The  Religion  of  Massachusetts,  differing  in  doctrines,  has 
always  involved  two  principles, — the  freedom  and  independence 
of  each  church,  and  the  application  of  leligion  to  human  life." 
"  Whenever  Massachusetts  has  been  intolerant  in  her  religion,  it 
was  because  she  wished  to  be  practical  in  her  religion.  When- 
ever she  has  bacome  vague,  abstract,  metaphysical,  and  impractical 
in  her  religion,  it  was  from  following  too  far  the  other  impulse 
towards  intellectual  freedom.  This  is  certain,  that  Massachusetts 
religion  is  as  distinct  as  Massachusetts  politics.  It  may  call  itself 
Orthodox  or  Unitarian,  Methodist  or  Episcopal ;  hut  Masaachu- 
setts  Orthodoxy  is  not  like  Orthodoxy  elsewhere:  it  is  more  free 
and  practicaV^ 

Musing  on  this  passionate  outbreak  of  our  excellent  friend, — 
who,  with  all  his  goodness,  may  not  superabound  always  in  good 
sense, — we  could  not  but  think  of  a  similar  utterance  recorded  in 
the  parable  beginning :  *'  And  the  Pharisees  stood  and  prayed, 
saying,  O  Lord,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are," 
etc.,  etc. 

Despite  the  Massachusetts  narrowness  and  self-admirationism  of 
this  sermon,  the  volume  has  a  great  many  fresh  and  free  thoughts, 
— narrowed  occasionally  by  that  provincial  type  of  religionism 
which  calls  itself  par  Eminence — liberal, — ^but  which  are  usually 
catholic  and  Christian,  as  well  as  fresh  and  earnest. 

Prof.  Shepard's  Sermoxs.* — These  sermons  are  thirty-one  in 
number,  on  various  evangelical  and  practical  subjects,  and  select- 
ed, probably,  as  at  once  likely  to  interest  Christian  readers  gener- 
ally, and  characteristic  of  the  preacher,  prefaced  by  a  loving  yet 
discriminating  Memorial  Discourse.     Pro£   Shepard    was   well 

*  Sermons.  By  the  late  Rev.  George  Shspard,  Professor  io  the  Theological 
Seminary,  Bangor,  Me.,'with  a  Memorial  by  Prof.  D.  S.  Taloott.  Boston :  Nichols 
ANoyes.     1868.     12mo.  pp.  368.    New  Haven:  Judd  A  White. 
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known  in  the  northern  part  of  New  England  as  one  of  the  most 
effective  preachers  of  his  time,  and  is  understood  to  have  been 
also  saccessfal  in  his  office  as  a  teacher  of  sacred  rhetoric.    With- 
out having  heard  him    preach,  we   have  often  heard  of  him  as 
making  much  account  both  in    his   theory  and  practice  of  those 
qualities  of  composition  that  fit  it  to  be    spoken  to  an  assembly, 
such  as  directness,  perspicuity,  and  vivacity.    His  ideal  of  style 
for  the  pulpit  was  that  it  should  be,  as  we  believe  he  was  wont  to 
express  it,  '*  catapuUic,^^    Under  these  impressions  we  have  looked 
into  this  volume  with  the  more  interest,  and  have  found  them 
fully  justified.     His  printed    sermons,   besides    the  wholesome 
truth,  discriminating  thought,  and  earnest  purpose  that  belong  to 
all  good  preaching,  are  remarkable  examples  of  the  spoken  style 
as  distinguished  from  that  of  the  philosopher  or  the  essayist.    It 
is  evident  that  in  preparing  them,  as  the  memorial  tells  us,  '*  he  re- 
marked once  in  private,"   **  he   always  had  in  imagination   his 
hearers  all  before  him."     Such  is  the  structure  of  his  sentences, 
fitting  them  to  be  uttered  in  the  manner  of  address,  and  to  be 
readily  taken  up  in  their  full  force  by  the  hearer,  we  seem  to 
hear  while  we  read.    In  this  view  they  deserve  to  be  studied  by 
young  ministers  who  write  and  read  their  sermons,  for  the  lan- 
guage that  may  be  allowed  in  a  book  where  it  can  be  dwelt  on 
and  recurred  to,  may  be  ineffectual  and  really  incomprehensible 
when  it  has  to  be  seized  in  the  ^passing  moment.    This  merit  may 
indeed,  through  excess,  degenerate  into  a  fault,  when  the  same 
sentences  come  deliberately  under  the  eye.     We  observe  here 
and   there  something  like  negligence   or  rudeness,  not  to  say 
uncouthness,  in  the  phraseology,  needing  the  speaker's  voice  to 
justify  it.     If  the  author  had  prepared   them   for  the  press,  he 
might  well  have  studied  elegance  more,  or  at  least  neatness,  with- 
out loss  of  power  over  the  reader.     Besides  this  marked  excel- 
lence, these  sermons  are  to  be  commended  for  originality  and  free- 
dom in  their  plans,  and  the  handling  of  their  subjects.     They  are 
not  straitlaced,  doctrinally  or  rhetorically.     The  author  was  not 
hampered  by  his  own  homiletics.     Nor  was  he  an  imitator  even  of 
the  divines  whom   he   most  reverenced.     Without   assailing  or 
omitting  the  New   England  faith,  he   has  furnished  a  new  and 
desirable  type  of  New  England  preaching.     It  seems  as  if  such  a 
man  could  not  well  be  spared.    Let  us  hope  his  pupils  will  furnish 
his  fit  successors. 
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The  Kingdom  of  Satan.* — In  one  of  Charles  Kingsley's  Ser- 
mons, he  expresses  his  regret  at  hearing  some  people  deny  the 
existence  of  Satan,  since  nothing  pleases  Satan  better  than  the 
skepticism  which  leaves  him  an  open  field,  without  resistance,  for 
his  operations.  The  last  devise  of  Satan,  Mr.  Eingsley  adds,  is  to 
sham  dead.  We  remember  to  have  heard  Tholuck  say,  after 
preaching  a  discourse  on  the  personality  and  influence  of  Satan, 
that  if  he  had  delivered  that  sermon  twenty  years  before,  his 
windows  would  have  been  broken  by  his  vexed  and  indignant 
auditors.  Changes  take  place  rapidly  in  what  is  called  the  "  Con- 
sciousness of  the  age."  The  question  is  one  of  fact  and  evidence, 
and  cannot  be  determined  by  the  mere  prejudice  of  skeptically 
disposed  minds.  Some  aspects  of  the  subject  are  considered  in  a 
vigorous  manner  in  the  little  volume  of  Mr.  Blauvelt.  We  do  not 
agree  with  all  his  interpretations,  although  we  appreciate  the  sin- 
cerity and  force  exhibited  in  his  discussion. 

McCuNTOCK  AND  Steong's  Cyclopjedia,  Vol.  Hf — An  Ency- 
clopaedia which  aims  to  embrace  the  entire  field  of  theological 
science  will  inevitably  be  open  to  criticism  for  what  it  omits,  to 
say  nothing- of  positive  errors  and  faults.  Yet  such  works,  pro- 
vided pains  are  taken  to  avoid  mistakes,  have  a  value  which  every 
scholar  knows  how  to  appreciate.  They  furnish  at  once  inform- 
ation on  an  infinite  variety  of  pojnts,  and  thereby  take  the  place 
of  many  books,  besides  saving  the  time  of  the  investigator.  The 
Editors  of  this  extensive  and  important  work  are  competent 
choljirs  in  their  respective  departments.  In  the  present  volume 
they  have  the  opportunity,  under  the  articles  "Calvin  "  and  "Cal- 
vinism," to  illustrate  the  temperate  and  impartial  spirit  in  which 
they  discuss  controverted  themes.  They  write  from  the  Methodist 
or  Arminian  stand-point,  but  with  a  disposition  to  do  full  justice  to 
the  opposing  system. 

The  Amebican  Repbint  of  Smfth's  Bible  Dictionary. — We 
record  the  progress  made  in  the  great  Biblical  work  which  Pro- 
fessor Hackett  and  Mr.  Abbott  are  now  giving  to  the  American 

*  The  Kifigdam  of  Satan.  By  Augustus  Blautblt.  New  York:  P.  S. 
Wynkoop  A  Son.     1868. 

f  Cydopcedia  of  Biblical,  Theological^  and  Ecclenastical  Literahtre.  Prepared 
by  the  Rev.  John  M'Cuntock,  D.  D.,  and  James  Steong,  S.  T.  D.  Vol  11.,  C.  D. 
New  York :  Harper  Brothers.     1868. 
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public.  "We  have  received  the  thirteenth  number,  the  last  article 
of  which  is  Jordan,  The  learned  editors  present  on  almost  eveiy 
page  the  evidences  of  that  thorough  attention  and  excellent  judg- 
ment which  they  have  brought  to  their  arduous  task.  Mr.  Abbot's 
bibliographical  articles  would  of  themselves  render  this  edition 
almost  indispensable  to  thorough  students.  In  both  fulness  and 
accuracy  they  are  altogether  unrivaled ;  for  German  articles  of 
this  kind  are  quite  meagre  in  their  notices  of  English  literature. 
There  is  far  too  much  of  superficial  literary  work  done  in  this 
country ;  and  this  makes  it  the  more  agreeable  to  be  able  to  point 
to  the  labors  of  the  accomplished  editors  of  this  work. 

The  Gates  Ajae.* — ^This  brief  story  is  full  of  pathos,  genius, 
and  theology.  It  is  what  the  Germans  call  "  a  story  with  a  tend- 
ency ;"  in  other  words,  a  story  designed  to  establish  and  enforce 
an  opinion.  But  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  not  without  great 
merit  in  plot  and  character.  Perhaps  the  ttiost  remarkable  feature 
is  the  truth  and  power  with  which  the  feelings  are  portrayed  of 
one  who  has  lost  a  nearest  and  dearest  friend.  The  skill  with 
which  the  doctrine  of  the  story  is  defended,  and  the  narrowness  of 
extreme  Orthodoxy  is  set  forth  and  illustrated,  is  admirable  in  its 
way,  and  is  at  times  irresistible.  The  gentle  and  human  Christian 
feith  and  hope,  which  are  everywhere  inspired, — a  faith  and  hope 
which  walk  firmly  in  the  rough  pathway  of  earthly  duty  and  sac- 
rifice, while  yet  the  sufferer  constantly  looks  serenely  and  almost 
seraphically  into  the  world  of  spirits — give  to  the  book  its  crown- 
ing grace  and  its  surpassing  excellence.  The  defects  which  a 
critical  judgment  might  detect,  are  lost  sight  of  in  the  compar- 
ison with  its  manifold  excellencies. 

The  Woesbup  op  JesusI — ^There  is  a  slight  error  in  the  title 
page  of  this  well-printel  pamphlet.  The  word  Churchy  in  com. 
raon  usage,  implies  some  recognition  of  Christ,  superior  to  any 
which  we  find  upon  these  pages.  If  the  argument  of  this  pamphlet 
is  valid,  and  the  conclusion  which  it  seeks  to  establish  is  true,  the 
writer  ought  not  to  be  called  a  minister  of  a  Church  in  any  recog- 

*  7%$  Gate$  Ajar,  By  Elizabeth  StuabtPhblps.  Boston :  Fields,  Osg;ood,  ^ 
Ck>.     1869. 

f  The  WbrMp  ofJetuB  in  iU  Pott  and  Present  Anpecte,  By  Saicuel  Johhson, 
Minister  of  the  Free  Oharoh  at  Lynn.    Boston :  William  V.  Spencer.     1868. 
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nized  sense  of  the  appellation.     The  only  rational  worship,  accord- 
ing to  his  teachings,  is  the  worship  of  Principles. 

Fairbairn  on  the  Revelation  op  Law  in  Scripture.* — We 
regret  that  we  are  shot  up  to  only  a  very  brief  notice  of  this 
elaborate  work.  It  is  among  the  early  fruits  of  an  endowed 
lectureship,  commemorative  of  Dr.  Cunningham,  the  first  Princi- 
pal of  the  New  (or  Free  Church)  College,  Edinburgh.  The 
author,  on  his  appointment,  was  *'  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own 
subject  within  the  range  of  Apologetical,  Exegetical,  Pastoral,  or 
Historical  Theology,"  and  he  was  allowed  two  years,  or  three,  we 
know  not  which,  for  the  preparation  of  not  fewer  than  six  lectures. 
He  selected  a  subject  which  might  have  led  him  into  the  field 
which  the  Duke  of  Argyle  has  partly  explored  in  that  suggestive 
little  volume,  "  The  Reign  of  Law  ;" — a  field  which  will  soon  be- 
come, if,  indeed,  it  is  not  already  the  battle  ground  between  scien- 
tific atheism  and  intelligent  religion.  But  instead  of  discussing 
the  reign  of  law  (or  what  is  called  law)  in  the  action  of  physical 
forces,  he  only  touches  on  that  theme  in  the  beginning  of  his  fii*st 
lecture,  and  then  passes  to  the  consideration  of  law  in  the  more 
proper  meaning  of  the  word — law  as  a  rule  prescribed  to  the  free 
activity  of  an  intelligent  and  voluntary  power.  The  main  subject, 
then,  of  these  lectures  is  the  revelation  of  law  as  recorded  in  the 
Scriptures — law,  imposed  on  man  at  his  creation  in  his  innocence — 
law  through  the  ages  of  preparation  which  preceded  the  giving  of 
the  Decalogue — law  in  the  discipline  of  the  chosen  people  under  a 
Divine  tutelage — law  in  its  relation  to  the  work  of  the  Redeemer, 
to  the  gospel  of  salvation  by  grace,  and  to  the  Christian  Church. 

philosophical. 
Bain's  Mental  Science. f — ^This  work  is  an  abridgment  of  the 

*  The  Revelation  of  Law  in  Scripture :  Considered  with  respect  both  t^  its 
own  nature,  and  to  its  relative  place  in  successive  dispensations.  The  third 
series  of  the  "  Cunningham  Lectures."  By  Patrick  Fairbairn,  D.  D.,  Author 
of  "  Typology  of  Scripture,'*  Ac.  New  York :  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.  1869. 
Svo.  pp.484. 

t  Mental  Sciettee:  A  Compendium  of  Psychology,  and  the  History  of  Philos- 
ophy. Designed  as  a  Text- Book  for  High  Schools  and  Colleges.  By  Albxandxr 
Baik,  M.  a.,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Mental  Philosophy  in  the  University  of 
Aberdeen,  etc.,  etc.  New  Vork :  D.  Appleton  A  Oo.  1868.  12mo,  pp.  627. 
New  Haven:  Jndd  A  White. 
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two  elaborate  treatises  by  which  its  author  has  become  so  well 
known  to  students  of  Philosophy  ;  viz.,  ''  The  Senses  and  the  In- 
tellect," and  '*  The  Emotions  and  the  Will."  This,  with  a  treatise 
on  £thic8,  which  is  announced  by  the  Messrs.  Appleton,  as 
already  in  press,  are  published  in  a  single  volume  in  England, 
under  the  title  of  '^  Mental  and  Moral  Science ;  a  Compendium  of 
Psychology  and  Ethics.'^  The  American  reprint  of  the  First 
Part  is  furnished  with  an  introduction  by  the  indefatigable  Prof. 
£.  L.  Toumans — the  well  known  advocate  and  disciple  of  Herbert 
Spencer,  and  the  avant  courier  in  general  of  a  certain  type  of 
advanced  thinkers.  In  this  introduction,  after  giving  due  credit 
to  such  eminent  men  of  the  present  and  past  generation  as  '*  Sir 
Charles  Bell,  Marshall  Hall,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  Drs.  Laycock 
and  Carpenter,  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Herbert  Spencer,  and  others," 
he  observes  that  "  while  the  authors  here  enumerated  have  been 
mainly  occupied  with  the  physiological  elucidations,  there  was 
still  wanting  the  thinker,  who,  taking  up  the  whole  subject  in  an 
impartial  spirit,  and  giving  due  weight  to  what  is  valuable  in  both 
the  old  statement  and  the  new,  should  incorporate  all  the  needed 
elements  into  a  harmonious,  comprehensive,  and  unitary  scheme 
of  Mental  Science.  Professor  Bain  has  proved  to  be  the  man  for 
this  undertaking." 

As  a  Physiologist  of  the  conditions  of  the  Sense-Experiences, 
Professor  Bain  ranks  deservedly  very  high.  "  His  Senses  and  the 
Intellect,"  in  this  respect,  is  a  very  able  and  exhaustive  treatise. 
It  is,  indeed,  the  ablest  and  most  complete  in  the  English  language. 
Asa  if<?n^  Physiologist,  or  Philosopher,  or  Psychologist,  howev- 
er, he  ranks  very  low  indeed — far  lower  than  some  who  are  affiliated 
with  his  own  school ;  e.  g.,  Dr.  Thomas  Brown  and  John  Stuart 
Mill — for  the  simple  reason  that  he  has  not  succeeded  in  forming 
for  himself,  certainly  not  in  conveying  to  others  clear  and  well  de- 
fined conceptions  of  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  and  its  dis- 
tinctive functions. 

In  order  to  test  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  we  turn  to  page  82 
of  the  treatise  before  us.  Here,  if  anywhere,  we  should  expect 
to  find  some  doctrine  or  opinion  upon  this  most  important  point. 
But  we  are  disappointed.  Only  such  vague  and  indefinite  state- 
ments as  the  following  meet  us :  '^  The  functions  of  Intellect,  In- 
telligence or  Thought,  are  known  by  such  names  as  Memory, 
Judgment,  Abstraction,  Reason,  Imagination."  "The  primary 
attributes   of  Intellect  are,    (1).    Consciousness  of  Difference; 
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(2).  Consciousness  of  Agreement,  and  (8).  Retentiveness."  Bnt 
what  is  Consciousness,  in  the  usage  of  Prof.  Bain  ?  To  this  we 
can  find  no  answer  in  the  way  of  a  formal  definition.  We  only 
learn  that  it  is  used  as  synonymous  with  human  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  that  it  is  indiscriminately  applied  to  states  of 
feeling,  intellect,  and  will,  as  generic  to  them  all.  Professor  Bain 
even  uses  feeling^  discrimination ^  and  cofiaciousness,  interchang- 
ably.  He  asserts  that  "  Diaerimination  or  feeling  of  Difference, 
is  an  essential  of  intelligence."  An  author  who  uses  language  in 
so  loose  and  uncertain  a  fashion,  cannot  expect  to  command  the 
confidence  of  his  readers,  for  he  does  not  use  words  with  suflScient 
precision  to  enable  them  to  understand  what  he  really  means.  He 
further  asserts:  "The  attribute  named  Retentiveness  has  two 
aspects  or  degrees.  First,  the  persistence  or  continuance  of  the 
mental  agitation,  after  the  agent  is  withdrawn.  When  the  ear  is 
struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell,  there  is  a  mental  awakening,  termed 
the  sensation  of  sound ;  and  the  silencing  of  the  bell  does  not 
silence  the  mental  excitement ;  there  is  a  continuing,  though  feebler 
consciousness,  which  is  the  memory  or  idea  of  the  sound."  This, 
if  it  means  anything  definite  or  intelligible,  is  the  same  with  the 
doctiine  of  Hume,  ^'  that  a  sensation  is  an  impression,  which  im- 
pression, when  it  is  weaker,  becomes  a  remembrance,  and  when  it 
is  weakened  still  further,  becomes  an  imagination."  Similar  hazi- 
ness of  language  prevails  in  all  the  leading  definitions. 

The  fact  is,  the  book,  so  far  from  being  an  outgrowth  of  the  In- 
ductive Philosophy,  is  a  result  of  a  metaphysical  theory  assumed, 
a  priori,  viz.  that  all  the  so-called  intellectual  processes  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  principle  of  association,  and  can  be  referred  to 
changes  in  the  state  of  the  brain.  This,  with  the  author  and  his 
school,  has  the  force  of  an  intuition  and  necessary  truth — an 
axiom  not  to  be  set  aside. 

We  commend  to  his  consideration,  as  an  objection  to  this 
particular  Intuition,  his  own  first  objection  to  the  doctrine  of 
innate  ideas  and  "  principles,"  **  that  it  presumes  on  the  finality  of 
some  one  analysis  of  the  mind.**  No  set  of  philosophers  more 
perfectly  exemplify  the  operation  of  such  a  presumption  than  the 
modern  associationalists  of  the  school  ot  J.  S.  Mill  and  Bain. 
They  not  only  presume  on  the  finality  of  some  one  analysis,  bnt 
they  presume  on  the  finality  of  one  in  particular,  viz,  **  The  Anal- 
ysis of  the  Phenomena  of  the  Human  Mind,"  published  in  1829, 
by  James  Mill. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  MarUneau's  Essays.  197 

To  this  presumptioD,  we  reply  with  the  argument  of  Mr.  Bain 
pp.  182-3  ;  granting  that  for  the  present  all  these  phenomena  can 
be  resolved  by  the  law  of  association — it  may  be  that  in  future 
some  other  law  may  be  discovered  which  will  supersede  their  own. 

Mr.  Bain  is  not  only  an  Associationalist  but  he  is  also  a  Oere- 
bralist.  He  continually  refers  to  changes  and  phenomena  in  the 
brain  as  the  ultimate  explanations  of  mental  events  and  mental 
phenomena.  But  his  language  is  at  times  so  peculiar,  and  at  times 
so  indeterminate  and  vague,  that  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  whether 
what  he  is  describing  is  a  condition  of  the  brain  as  known  to  the 
senses,  or  a  condition  of  the  soul  as  experienced  by  consciousness. 
At  times  he  uses  the  language  of  the  consistent  materialist;  at 
times  he  adopts  those  spiritual  conceptions  and  terms  which  are 
dictated  by  the  universal  consciousness  and  are  imprinted  upon  the 
universal  language  of  the  race.  The  consequence  is  that  the  reader 
is  left  in  a  continual  muddle  of  uncertainty  as  to  his  real  meaning. 

Apart  from  the  fundamental  defects  which  are  inseparable  from 
the  underlying  principles  of  his  psychological  philosophy,  this 
work  is  not  without  merit,  for  the  variety  of  illustrations  which 
it  contains  of  important  phenomena,  and  the  ingenious  analyses 
with  which  it  abounds.  Its  philosophy  we  are  forced  to  regard  as 
superficial  and  erroneous. 

Martineau's  Essays.* — Mr.  Martineau  is,  in  our  opinion,  by 
&r  the  most  brilliant  as  well  as  one  of  the  ablest  philosophical 
of  critics  in  Great  Britain.  The  principles  and  direction  of  his 
philosophy  are  also  such  as  we,  in  the  main,  approve  and  accept. 
He  is  theistic  and  spiritual,  as  opposed  to  the  atheistic,  pantheistic 
and  positive  tendencies  of  the  times.  As  a  critic  he  is  acute, 
logical,  and  analytic,  while,  as  a  writer,  he  is  always  eminently 
attractive  for  the  copious  and  yet  chaste  style  which  he  employs, 
and  the  abundant  illustrations  and  allusions  in  which  he  abounds. 

Most  of  the  papers  collected  in  this  volume  have  been  known 
to  comparatively  few  American  readers,  having  been  published 
in  periodicals  which  have  had  a  very  limited  circulation  in  this 
country.  They  are  all  of  permanent  interest  and  value  to  the 
philosophical  student  and  literary  critic.  We  give  the  titles  as  a 
sufficient  voucher  for  our  assertion :  Whe  well's  Morality ;  Whew- 

*  Euay :  Philoiophieal  and  ITuotogieoL  By  Jambs  Martineau.  Vol  II. 
Boston :  WillUm  Y.  Speooer.    1868.    New  Haveo :  Judd  A  White. 
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ellV  Systematic  Morality ;  Morell's  History  of  Modern  Philoso- 
phy;  Soul  in  Nature;  Kingsley's  PhsBton;  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton's Philosophy ;  Kingsley's  Alexandria  and  her  Schools;  Theory 
of  Reasoning ;  Plato ;  his  Physics  and  Metaphysics ;  A  Plea  for 
Philosophical  Studies. 


HISTORICAL  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Hall's  History  of  Vermont.* — A  very  important  contribution 
has  been  recently  made  to  the  local  history  of  New  England,  in  a 
volume  entitled  the  Early  History  of  Vermont,  by  Hiland  Hall. 

As  the  author  is  much  more  widely  known  in  the  political  than 
in  the  literary  world,  we  would  say  to  our  readers,  that  he  has 
been  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  Governor  of  Vermont, 
besides  having  represented  the  State  for  ten  years  in  Congress. 
He  is  also  well  known  at  home  as  a  learned  investigator  of  the 
local  history,  and  would  be  generally  acknowledgd,  we  presume,  as 
the  ablest  man  in  the  State  to  perform  the  task  he  has  undertaken. 
The  Vermont  Historical  Society  received  a  new  and  vigorous  im- 
pulse under  his  presidency. 

The  title  of  the  book  hardly  does  justice  to  its  contents.  It  im- 
plies too  much,  and  declares  too  little.  It  leads  us  to  expect  a 
general  history  of  the  State,  reviewing  the  origin  and  progress  of 
all  the  institutions  of  society.  But  the  author  has  undertaken 
what  is  m  some  respects  a  more  difficult,  though  a  more  restricted 
task.  He  has  investigated  with  a  surprising  degree  of  thorough- 
ness, a  boundary  dispute  which  was  protracted  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury. The  key-note  of  the  book  is  given  in  the  opening  sentence, 
which  reads  as  follows : 

**  The  State  of  Yermont,  fts  an  independent  Commonwealth,  straggled  into 
existence  ib rough  a  doable  revolution.  The  early  inhabitants  of  the  State  re. 
volted  against  the  Province  of  New  York,  to  which  the  territory  had  been  an- 
nexed by  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  King,  and  they  united  with  their  brethren  of 
the  other  colonies  in  their  armed  resistance  to  the  demands  of  the  mother 
conntry.  It  is  my  purpose  to  inquire  into  and  state  the  causes  which  produced 
the  former  revolution,  and  to  take  some  note  of  its  progress  from  its  commence- 
ment to  its  final  consummation  in  the  acknowledgment  of  th^  independence  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  its  consequent  admission  as  a  member  of  the  Federal 
Union." 


*  Tlu  History  of  Vermont  from  itt  discovery  to  its  admiteion  into  the  Union. 
By  Hiland  Hall.    Albany:  Joel  Munsell.     1868.    8vo.     pp.521. 
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To  this  clearly  defined  purpose  the  author  strictly  adheres,  and 
while  it  prevents  him  from  giving  a  general  history  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  State,  it  enables  him  to  write  an  elaborate  mono- 
graph on  a  dispute  which  came  very  near  involving  the  New 
Yorkers  and  the  Green  Mountain  boys  in  an  open  war,  two  or 
three  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  National  Inde- 
pendence. Into  all  the  resources  of  the  disputed  jurisdiction,  the 
writer  enters  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  true  antiquary,  and  the 
patience  of  a  well  trained  lawyer.  We  need  hardly  say  that  he 
takes  the  Vermont  view  of  the  points  at  issue,  and  that  he  seems 
to  us  to  have  made  out  a  very  strong  case  for  the  side  of  which  he 
is  the  advocate. 

Among  the  topics  incidentally  discussed  at  some  length,  is  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga  and  the  comparative  services  of  Benedict 
Arnold  and  Ethan  Allen.  Mr.  Hall  claims  the  chief  share  of  the 
glory  for  Allen,  and  in  making  up  his  narrative  derives  some  im- 
portant information  from  the  journal  of  Edward  Mott  and  other 
illustrative  papers  recently  printed  by  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society.  There  are  few  men  who  are  competent  to  judge  this 
elaborate  and  special  treatise  in  all  its  details,  but  the  marks  of 
patient  research  and  critical  acumen  are  so  abundant  in  every 
chapter  that  we  have  no  doubt  the  book  will  always  be  an  authori- 
ty on  the  topics  of  which  it  treats. 

Connecticut  during  the  War  op  1861- 65.* — To  the  multi- 
tude of  volumes  that  are  yet  to  be  written  relating  to  the  partici- 
pation of  Connecticut  in  the  great  war  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  and  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  this  volume  is  a  timely  and 
an  admirable  introduction.  Its  authors  have  performed  their 
task  with  excellent  skill  and  judgment.  "  With  enormous  labor" 
they  have  "gathered  facts  with  diligence  and  care  fromofiicial  re- 
ports, diaries,  scrap-books,  newspapers,  private  letters,  personal 
interviews,  and  every  available  source,  seeking  corroboration  as 

*  The  Military  and  OivillHistory  of  Connecticut  during  the  War  of  1861-1686 ; 
comprisiog  a  detailed  account  of  the  various  Regimenta  and  Batteries,  through 
march,  encampment,  bivouac,  and  battle ;  also  instances  of  distioguidhed  personal 
gallantry,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many  heroic  soldiers  ;  together  with  a 
record  of  the  patriotic  action  of  citizens  at  home,  and  of  the  liberal  support 
famished  by  the  State  in  its  executive  and  legislative  departments.  By  W.  A. 
Ceoffut  and  John  M.  Mobbis.  Illustrated.  New  York :  Published  by  Ledyard 
BUI.     1868.     pp.  891. 
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far  as  practicable."  That  they  should,  from  Roch  a  mass  of  mate- 
rial, all  so  intensely  interesting,  and  presenting  so  many  tempta- 
tions to  diffaseness,  or  the  undue  prominence  of  individuals  or 
particular  events,  have  produced  a  history  so  symmetrical,  con- 
taining so  much  and  omitting  so  little,  whether  of  public  action 
or  of  private  heroism,  is  a  remarkable  evidence  of  their  fidelity, 
impartiality,  and  skill.  Yet  none  could  be  more  impressed  than 
themselves  with  the  fact  that  any  work  of  this  kind,  embraced 
in  a  single  volume,  however  bulky,  must  necessarily  be  cursory 
and  incomplete.     They  say  in  their  Preface : 

"  Connecticnt  sent  to  the  struggle  fifty  thousand  soldiers  in  her  own  regiments, 
and  probably  half  as  many  more  in  the  regiments  of  other  States.  A  simple 
catalogue  of  their  names  and  master  would  fill  two  books  as  large  as  this,  while 
a  compl(>te  ohronicle  of  the  service  of  all  her  faithful  sons  would  require  a  vol- 
ume for  each.  ♦  ♦  *  *  Keenly  will  the  friends  of  many  noble  men  feel 
that  we  have  failed  to  portray  the  self-denyinef  lives  and  valiant  deeds  of  their 
heroes,  but  they  cannot  feel  it  more  keenly  than  we  do  now.  Many  even  of  the 
worthy  are  nameless  here ;  for  their  story  has  never  been  told  us,  and  it  is  un- 
recorded.    The  whole  cannot  be  writien.** 

So  much  has  the  history  of  Connecticut  grown  within  the  last 
eight  years!  Ten  years  ago,  and  all  that  was  exciting  in  her 
annals  for  the  two  centuries  of  her  existence  would  scarcely  fill 
three  hundred  pages,  and  now  the  thousand  (nearly)  before  us  can 
give  but  an  outline  of  those  five  tremendous  years  into  which  she 
condensed  a  hundred  of  agony  and  glory  It  is  impossible  to  read 
this  record  of  heroic  achievement  and  self-sacrifice,  familiar  as  it 
is  already  in  most  of  its  details,  without  the  deepest  emotion,  and 
nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  its  interest  will  increase  with 
every  passing  year. 

The  volume,  as  a  manufacture,  is  highly  creditable  to  the  pub- 
lisher, and  the  portraits  with  which  it  is  copiously  illustrated,  are 
far  from  being  the  caricatures  which  usually  disfigure  works  of 
this  cla^s.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  judge  from  a  somewhat 
extended  acquaintance  among  the  originals,  they  are  of  remarka- 
ble correctness,  and  add  materially  to  the  value  and  interest  of  the 
book.  W  e  close  this  notice  with  an  extract  from  one  of  the  final 
paragraphs  of  the  work : 

"  The  first  great  martyrs  of  the  war — Ellsworth,  Wlnthrop,  Ward,  and  Lyon, 
were  of  Connecticut  stock ;  a  Connecticut  General,  with  Conaecticut  regiments, 
opened  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  closed  it;  and  a  Connecticut  regiment  was 
marshaled  in  front  of  the  farm  house  at  Appomattox,  when  Lee  surrendered  to  a 
soldier  of  Connecticnt  blood ;  a  Connecticut  flag  first  displaced  the  palmetto 
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upon  the  soil  of  Sooth  Carolioa ;  a  Conoeoticut  flag  waR  first  planted  in  Missis- 
sippi; a  Connecticut  flag  was  first  unfurled  before  New  Orleans;  upon  the  re- 
claimed walls  of  Pulaski,  Donel*>n,  Macon,  Jackson,  St.  Philip,  Morgan,  Wag- 
ner,  Sumpter,  Fisher,  oar  State  left  its  ineffaceable  mark." 

LiFEOF  John  A.  Andrew.*— This  volume  comprises  an  Article 
first  printed  in  the  North  American  Review,  with  several  import- 
ant documents  appended.  It  was  written  by  the  military  secre- 
tary of  Gov.  Andrew.  We  have  read  it  witli  great  interest  and  it 
has  elevated  our  views  of  the  moral  and  the  mental  greatness  of 
one  who  did  knightly  service  for  his  country  and  his  kind. 

Beabdsley's  Histoby  op  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Con- 
NEcncLT.f — The  second  concluding  volume  of  Dr.  Beardsley's 
work  maintains  the  character  of  the  first  It  brings  down  the  his- 
tory of  Episcopaliauism  in  Connecticut  from  the  death  of  Bishop 
Seabury,  in  1796,  to  the  death  of  Bishop  Brownell,  in  1865.  We 
recognize  with  pleasure  the  courtesy  and  the  more  than  ordinary 
candor  with  which  the  author  has  narrated  the  fortunes  and  pro- 
gress of  the  religious  organization  in  which  he  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber. If  we  were  to  tell  the  same  story,  we  should  doubtless  give 
a  different  version  of  it  in  many  passages ;  and,  indeed,  we  are 
tempted  to  promise  a  review  of  it.     But  we  refrain. 

BELLES  LBTTBES. 

The  New-England  Tragedies.I — It  is  well  that  a  man  of 
genius  should  be  enterprising  in  the  exercise  of  his  powers ;  that 
he  shoald  try  them  in  different  directions,  in  order  that  he  may 
thoroughly  develop  what  he  has  in  him,  and  do  all  that  he  is 

*  Sketch  of  the  Official  lAfeof  John  A,  Andrew,  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
to  which  is  added  the  valedictory  Address  of  Governor  Andrew,  delivered  upon 
retiring  from  office,  January  6,  1866,  on  the  subject  of  reoooetruction  of  the 
States  recently  in  Rebellion.  New  York:  Hurd  A  Houghton.  1868.  New 
Haren:   Jodd  &  White. 

f  The  Hietory  of  the  EpieeopoL  Chwrohin  ConneeHeui,  from  Xhe  death  of  Bishop 
Seabury  to  the  present  time.  By  £.  £dwau>s  Bbaedblbt,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  St. 
Thomas*  Church,  New  Haven.  Vol  II.  New  York:  Hurd  &  Houghton.  Svo. 
pp.  465. 

X  The  N'etr.England  Tragediee.  By  Henbt  Wadswobth  LoNorsLLOw.  I.  John 
Endicott  11.  Giles  Corey  of  the  Salem  Farms.  Boston:  Ticknor  dk" Fields. 
1S68.     12ma     pp.  179.    New  Haven:  Jadd  A  White. 
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capable  of  doing  for  the  instruction  and  entertainment  of  his  fel- 
lows. And  it  is  just  that  for  any  good  and  worthy  work  which 
he  may  do,  he  should  receive  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  his 
readers,  even  though  they  should  find  it  less  to  their  taste  than 
other  works  which  he  has  given  them  before.  Yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  right  that  the  reader  should  declare  his  preference,  say- 
ing that  he  thinks  this  work  inferior  to  others  of  the  same  author 
and  why  he  thinks  so.  In  doing  this,  he  is  not  only  exercising 
his  own  faculty  of  criticism ;  he  is  acting  in  the  interest  of  the 
author  himself,  who  needs  above  all  things  an  intelligent  and  dis- 
criminating audience.  The  author,  too,  as  he  writes  for  the  pub- 
lic, must  judge  from  the  honest  utterances  of  public  opinion,  how 
far  he  has  accomplished  his  object,  how  far  he  has  made  the  im- 
pression which  he  sought  to  make  upon  the  minds  of  men. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  we  speak,— without  any  disposition  to 
deny  or  disparage  the  real  excellence  of  these  '*New  England 
Tragedies," — when  we  say  that  they  seem  to  us  not  only  less 
pleasing  than  other  works  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  but  inferior  in 
merit  to  most  of  them.  The  volume  before  us  contains  two  dra- 
matic pieces,  one  founded  on  the  persecution  of  the  Quakers  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  early  times  of  the  colony,  the  other  on 
the  fate  of  Giles  Corey,  who,  in  the  great  Salem  frenzy,  bein^ 
accused  of  withcraft  and  refusing  to  plead,  was  crushed  to  death, 
by  the  peine  forte  et  dure^  for  his  contumacy.  Both  dramas,  from 
the  nature  of  their  subjects,  turn  upon  the  religious  beliefs  of  the 
New-England  people  two  hundred  years  ago.  This,  in  itself,  is 
not  to  be  complained  of;  in  the  life  of  those  times,  religion  was 
too  prominent  a  feature  to  be  omitted  from  any  just  representa- 
tion of  that  life.  But  it  will  be  observed  that  these  pieces  are 
occupied  with  perversities  and  malignities  which  had  no  peculiar 
connection  with  the  i  eligious  faith  of  the  Puritans ;  which,  in  fact, 
were  common  at  that  time  to  all  bodies  of  Chnstian  believers. 
We  readily  acquit  Mr.  Longfellow  of  any  disposition  to  do  injus- 
tice to  the  fathers  and  founders  of  New-England.  He  says  himself 
in  the  Prologue  to  Giles  Corey  : 

And  ye  who  listen  to  the  tale  of  woe, 
Be  not  too  swift  in  casting  the  first  stone. 
Nor  think  New-England  bears  the  guilt  alone. 
This  sadden  barst  of  wickedness  and  crime 
Waa  bat  the  common  madness  of  the  time. 
When  in  all  lands,  that  lie  within  the  sound 
Of  Sabbath  bells,  a  witch  was  burned  or  drowned. 
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Bat  when  these  shades  of  error  and  evil,  which  belonged  to 
oar  fathers  no  more  than  to  all  their  contemporaries,  and  which 
appeared  among  them  only  in  a  limited  and  occasional  manner, 
are  made  prominent  throughout  the  book  and  form  the  leading 
features  of  the  whole  delineation,  what  impression  will  be  left  on 
the  mind  of  the  average  reader?  Will  he  not  think,  or  feel  (if  he 
does  not  think  it)  that  they  were  narrow,  bigoted,  and  fanatical 
beyond  the  rest  of  men  ? 

It  will  probably  be  felt  by  most  readers  that  the  dramatic 
motive  in  these  works  is  of  a  somewhat  repulsive  character.  The 
actors  in  a  religious  persecution  may  indeed  be  actuated,  as  Sir 
Thomas  More  was,  by  a  sincere,  though  mistaken,  desire  to  pre- 
serve human  souls  from  the  ruin  threatened  by  the  propagation  of 
false  doctrines.  But  where  the  differences  of  doctrine  are  small 
between  persecutors  and  persecuted,  and  where  the  penalties  are 
not  the  rack  and  the  stake,  but  the  stocks  and  the  whipping-post, 
the  subject  seems  to  lack  something  of  tragic  elevation  and  dig- 
nity. But  the  difficulty  is  much  greater  in  the  second  piece, 
where  the  leading  characters  are  the  victims  of  vulgar  and  brazen- 
faced imposture.  Mr.  Longfellow  has  made  no  effort  to  soften 
the  matter,  as  perhaps  he  might  have  done  without  violence  to 
historic  truth,  by  representing  the  young  girls  who  bring  the 
lying  charges  of  witchcraft,  as  acting  under  a  species  of  hallucina- 
tion,— a  disordered  imagination  resulting  from  extreme  nervous 
excitement,  by  which  the  merest  fancies  are  made  to  assume  the 
appearance  of  reality, — so  that,  while  deceiving  others,  they  may 
have  been,  to  some  extent  at  least,  deceived  themselves.  As 
painted  here,  they  are  simply  liars, — conscious,  deliberate,  and 
malignant  liars.  It  would  seem  that  the  author  himself  is  not 
unaware  of  the  repulsiveness  of  his  subjects,  and  that  he  has 
sought  to  relieve  it,  in  one  piece,  by  the  generous  though  way- 
ward buoyancy  of  spirit  of  his  hero,  Giles  Corey,  and  more  suc- 
cessfully, in  the  other,  by  the  bluff  salt-sea  humor  of  Captain 
Simon  Kempthorn  of  the  Swallow, 

It  should  be  said,  however,  that  the  tragic  impression  is  less 
sombre  and  harrowing  than  one  might  suppose  from  the  character 
of  the  plots.  This  is  owing  to  the  sketchy  nature  of  the  treat- 
ment. The  action  is  indicated  rather  than  fully  developed.  The 
leading  points  are  presented  one  after  another  in  a  rapid  outline, 
but  are  not  dwelt  upon  long  enough  to  gain  full  possession  of  the 
mind.     The  minute  touches,  the  copious  details,  which  take  hold 
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upon  the  feelings,  are  wanting  here  A  simplioity,  approaching 
near  to  bareness,  reigns  over  the  whole  composition.  It  is  appa- 
rent that  the  poet  has  put  himself  under  systematic  and  severe 
restraint.  He  has  rigorously  suppressed  those  graceful  ingenui- 
ties of  thought,  those  apt  quaintnesses  of  expression,  those  pleas- 
ing concetti  (if  we  may  use  the  word  io  a  good  sense),  which 
flow  so  naturally  from  his  pen.  Probably  he  has  thought  them  io- 
consistent  with  the  aims  of  dramatic  poetry.  He  has  desired  to 
sacrifice  his  own  individuality,  to  merge  himself  in  the  mind  and 
life  of  his  dramatis  personeSy  to  think  what  they  might  have 
thought,  and  say  what  they  might  have  said,  in  the  conditions  to 
which  they  were  subject.  If  he  had  fully  succeeded  in  doing  this, 
he  would  have  evinced  a  dramatic  genius  for  which  we  might 
well  aflord  to  spare  the  lyrical  beauties  of  his  former  composi- 
tions. He  has  evidently  studied  to  distinguish  the  persons  whom 
he  brings  forward  by  characteristic  traits,  well  marked  and  con- 
stantly maintained ;  and  in  some  cases, — that  of  Governor  Endi- 
cott,  particularly, — he  has  given  us  striking  figures.  But  his  con- 
ceptions of  character  are  not  deep  and  vital.  He  can  represent 
particular  qualities, — gentleness,  dignity,  hypocrisy,  bigotry,  and 
others ;  but  he  cannot  make  the  man  as  a  whole,  in  his  individual 
distinctness  and  completeness,  act  and  speak  himself  out  through 
the  dramatic  dialogue.  His  development  of  character  is  labored 
and  imperfect;  not  free,  spontaneous,  natural,  shaping  every 
utterance  by  a  pervading  but  unconscious  power,  as  in  the  works 
of  true  dramatic  genius. 

We  had  designed  to  add,  as  a  kind  of  offset  for  these  unfavor- 
able criticisms,  two  or  three  passages  from  the  work  itself,  which 
seemed  to  us,  as  we  read  them,  peculiarly  interesting  and  striking. 
But  they  would  require  more  space  than  could  well  be  afforded ; 
and  most  of  our  readers  will  be  ready  to  believe,  without  seeing 
them,  that  any  work  of  Mr.  Longfellow's  having  this  extent  must 
contain  much  beautiful  and  admirable  poetry. 

The  Earthly  Paradise .• — Mr.  William  Morris  was  known 
to  most  readers  of  poetry,  when  this  book  appeared,  as  the 
author  of  **  The  Life  and  Death  of  Jason."  He  had,  indeed,  pub- 
lished many  years  ago  a  volume  of  minor  poems,  but  it  had  gone 
into  oblivion   with  countless  other  like  attempts,   and   he   was 

*  The  Earthly  ParaMu;  a  Poem  by  William  Moeeib.  Boston:  Roberto 
Brothers.     1868.    New  Haven :  Jadd  Si  White. 
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greeted  as  a  new  poet  on  the  appearance  of  the  "  Jason."  By  it, 
however,  he  gained  at  once  a  place  among  the  leading  poets  of 
the  day,  perhaps  among  the  standard  poets  of  the  language. 
Since  the  time  of  Chaucer,  it  was  agreed  by  critics,  there  has 
been  no  such  telling  of  a  story  in  verse  as  this.  For  that  is  what 
the  poem  is — a  simple  narrative  of  the  old  Greek  fable  in  such 
dress  as  the  imagination  can  give  it  without  making  it  a  new 
story.  The  characteristics  of  that  style — simplicity,  sustained 
elevation  and  life,  adequate  Motivirung  (there  is  no  English  word 
for  this),  and  harmony  of  details — all  these  it  has  in  a  high  de- 
gree. 

•*The  Earthly  Paradise"  follows  quick  after  the  "Jason,"  a 
second  ventufe  in  almost  the  same  field.  Instead  of  one  story,  it 
is  a  collection  of  stories,  taken  alternately  from  the  Greek  mythol- 
ogy and  the  legends  of  Northern  Europe.  To  introduce  and 
link  together  these  stories,  the  poet  has  imagined  a  company  of 
Norsemen  to  come,  after  long  fruitless  wandering  in  search  of  a 
Paradise  on  earth,  to  some  unknown  city  of  Greek  origin,  where 
they  are  kindly  received  and  find  the  only  Paradise  possible  on 
earth  in  a  peaceftil  life  brightened  by  these  ancient  glories  of  the 
imagination,  "  the  gentle  music  of  the  bygone  years,"  which  they 
tell  to  one  another  at  certain  monthly  festivals.  It  is  a  happy 
conception,  though  less  simple  and  natural  than  that  of  the  Can- 
terbury Tales,  less  striking  than  that  of  the  Decameron.  The 
prologue  will  strike  most  readers  at  first  as  tedious  and  uselessly 
drawn  out,  but  a  second  reading  will  give  a  different  impression* 
It  reveals,  perhaps  even  better  than  the  rest  of  the  book,  the 
resources  of  the  author's  imagination,  and  admirably  fulfills  the 
purpose  declared  on  the  first  page,  to  carry  the  reader  back  from 
the  realities  of  to-day  to  the  unbounded  possibilities  of  six  hun- 
dred years  ago,  to  the  time  of  scanty  knowledge  and  abundant 
&ith. 

Of  the  stories  which  follow,  our  own,  and,  we  indulge  our- 
selves in  believing,  the  author's  favorites  are  Atalanta's  Race, 
Cupid  and  Psyche,  and  Pygmalion,  and  of  these  three,  the  second 
one  is  by  far  the  best  in  itself  and  in  the  form  Mr.  Morris  has 
given  it.  The  only  fault  to  be  found  with  it  is  that  it  has  too 
much  of  modern  ornament  or  machinery,  more,  we  think,  than 
either  of  the  other  classical  stories.  The  obtaining  of  an  oracle 
by  Cupid,  the  wonders  of  the  palace  to  which  he  brought  Psyche, 
the  "  charmed  knife"  and  a  **  lamp  of  hallowed  oil,^^ — such  things 
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are  foreign  to  the  story  as  told  by  Apuleius.  But  in  this  and  in 
all  these  classical  stories  there  is  one  characteristic  feature  for 
which,  though  in  strictness  a  departure  from  the  originals,  Mr. 
Morris  has  our  hearty  thanks,  and  that  is  the  moral  purity  with 
which  they  are  told.  Of  merely  sensual  love  and  praise  of  physi- 
cal beauty  they  are,  of  course,  full,  as  is  all  mythology,  but  they 
are  free  from  wanton  impurity  of  the  "  Laus  Veneris"  stamp. 

We  are  tempted  to  add  a  word  as  to  the  choice  of  stories  which 
Mr.  Morris  has  made.  Those  from  the  Greek  mythology  are  well 
known  and  fascinating  in  themselves,  and  as  well  adapted  to  this 
use  as  those  which  Hawthorne  selected  and  told  so  charmingly 
for  children  in  his  "  Wonder  book"  and  "  Tanglewood  Tales." 
The  Norse  legends  one  might  imagine  to  have  been  chosen  in 
part  because  they  were  so  little  known.  We  are  sure  the  fairy 
stories  of  Northern  Europe  could  have  furnished  many  more  in- 
teresting and  valuable  than  the  "  Writing  on  the  Image"  and  the 
'*  Watching  of  the  Falcon."  Perhaps  it  was  the  author's  plan  to 
select  such  stories  as  should  best  give  an  impression  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  classical  and  the  Germanic  or  European  mythol- 
ogies, but  on  that  principle  would  not  such  stories  as  that  of 
Undine,  of  King  Arthur,  or  of  Frithiof,  have  deserved  a  place  in 
the  list?  Yet,  in  spite  of  these  few  weak  parts,  the  book,  as  a 
whole,  has  the  strength  and  freshness,  the  pure  atmosphere  of 
nature,  which  belongs  to  these  immortal  stories  as  the  sponta- 
neous poetry  of  our  race  in  its  infancy.  It  can  hardly  be,  we  fear, 
a  popular  book  for  all  readers,  but  to  all  who  love  good  poetry 
and  have  time  for  its  quiet  enjoyment,  it  deserves  to  be  heartily 
commended. 

Yesterday,  To-dat,  and  For-Ever.* — This  poem  has  been 
greatly  praised  in  some  of  the  English  papers  and  Reviews,  and 
its  republication  in  this  country  was  heralded  by  very  warm  and 
almost  extravagant  commendations.  We  have  read  parts  of  it 
with  groat  interest,  and  with  equally  great  disappointment  It  is 
a  religious  poem,  the  scene  of  which  is  laid  in  the  spirit  world. 
Its  themes  are  indicated  by  the  titles  of  its  several  books.  In  Book 
I.,   or,  ''fThe  Seer's  Death  and  Descent  to  Hades,"  the  narrator, 

•  Yesterday,  To-day,  and  For-Ever;  A  Poem,  in  Twelve  Books.  Bj  Edward 
Hkkrt  Bickbrsteth,  M.  A,  New  York:  Robert  Carter  <fc  Brothers.  1869. 
New  Haven:  Jndd  <fc  White. 
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i.  e.,  the  Seer  deBeribes  his  disroiasal  from  the  earth,  the  scene 
at  his  own  death-bed,  and  his  introduction  to  the  world  of  spirits. 
Accompanied  by  his  guardian  angel,  he  is  conducted  by  gradual 
and  preparatory  approaches  to  the  immediate  presence  of  The 
Redeemer.  On  his  way  his  guide  instructs  him  in  respect  to  the 
world  into  which  he  has  just  been  introduced.  Book  II. :  **  The 
Paradise  of  the  Blessed  Dead  "  gives  us  a  detailed  description  of 
Heaven ;  and  Book  III.  is  devoted  to  "  The  Prison  of  the  Lost,"  as 
both  fell  under  the  observation  of  the  Seer  and  were  explained  by 
his  attendant  In  Book  IV.  "  The  Creation  of  Angels  and  of 
Men,^'  is  narrated  after  the  manner  pursued  in  ^*The  Paradise 
Lost."  In  a  similar  way  "  The  Fall  of  Angels  and  Men,"  and  "  The 
Empire  of  Darkness,"  are  set  forth  in  Books  V.  and  VI.  The 
History  of  "  Redemption  "  is  recounted  in  Book  VIL  The  five 
remaining  books  discuss  and  describe  "The  Church  Militant," 
**  The  Bridal  of  the  Lamb,"  V  The  Millennial  Sabbath,"  "The  Last 
Judgment,"  and  "  The  Many  Mansions,"  upon  the  theory  of  the 
"  Chiliasts,"  or  *' Ante-Millennial  Adventists."  Indeed  the  entire 
poem,  theologically  regarded,  is  an  exposition  of  their  doctrine. 

As  a  poem,  it  has  been,  we  think,  greatly  over-praised,  and  for 
two  reasons ;  (1)  that  which  some  call  the  Evangelical,  but  which 
we  prefer  to  call  the  Christian  feeling,  by  which  it  is  pervaded, 
is  so  positive  and  earnest;  and  (2)  the  diction  is  remarkably 
flowing  and  easy  to  be  followed,  having  a  pleasant  rhythmical 
quality.  More  briefly  expressed,  the  work  is  both  Christian  and 
readable.  But  when  we  look  at  it  as  a  poem ;  apart  from  these 
features,  we  find  it  open  to  grave  exceptions.  Its  Christian 
themes  are  not  poetically  treated,  the  imagery  being  to  a  very  great 
extent  either  second-hand  or  dim  and  shadowy.  We  are  tempted 
to  add  that  we  do  not  believe  that  this  class  of  Christian  themes 
are  capable  of  being  treated  in  any  other  form  of  poetry  than  the 
lyrical.  The  themes  and  the  feelings  which  they  excite  are  too 
subjective — in  more  than  a  single  sense  of  this  much  used  term — 
to  allow  any  other.  The  diction  is  not  eminently  poetical,  for  this 
also  is,  to  a  great  extent,  borrowed  and  common-place.  It  also 
lacks  that  condensation,  sharpness,  and  individuality,  as  well  as 
that  wealth  of  suggestive  power  which  invariably  characterize 
the  genuine  poetic  diction  as  distinguished  from  the  factitious. 
We  can  only  throw  out  these  hints  in  respect  to  the  merits  of  a 
work  which  is  fitted  for  many  reasons  to  be  useful,  and  which  will 
be  read,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  for  its  many  excellencies ;  even  though 
among  these  the  poetic  is  not  attained  in  any  preeminent  degree. 
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Lucy  Larcom's  Poems.* — ^This  volume  of  genuine  New  Eng- 
land life,  in  its  literal  truth,  sacrificing  benevolence,  ardent  patriot- 
ism, and  fervent  piety,  as  such  a  life  is  gilded  and  transformed  by 
gennine  poetic  feeling,  ought  to  be  welcomed  in  hundreds  of  New 
England  Homes.  The  authoress  is,  first  of  all,  sincere  and  earnest, 
and  writes  from  a  strong  and  feeling  heart ;  next  she  has  the 
poet's  eye,  and  does  not  lack  **  the  gift  of  numerous  verse." 

MISCELLA^BOUS. 

"  Ab-sa-ra-ka  "  1 1*5 1^6  Indian  name  for  a  vast  region  lying  west 
of  Nebraska,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to 
which  the  absurd  or  meaningless  name  of  "  Wyoming  "  has  been 
recently  attached.  Ab-sa-ra-ka  refers  to  the  tribe  of  Crow 
Indians,  who  inhabited  the  territory,  and  is  literally  translated 
"  the  Home  of  the  Crows."  This  original,  significant,  and  eupho- 
nious name  it  is  one  object  of  this  book  to  make  familiar  and 
popular.     We  hope  that  success  may  follow  the  attempt. 

Another  object  of  the  volume  is  to  record  the  observations  and 
experience  of  a  lady  who  accompanied  her  husband  to  that  region 
in  1866-7,  while  he  was  oflScially  engaged  in  the  defense  of  the 
new  route  from  F^ort  Laramie  to  Virginia  City  in  Montana.  We 
presume  that  it  is  revealing  no  secret  to  say  that  the  writer  is 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Carrington,  the  wife  of  Col.  H.  B.  Carrington,  of  Con- 
necticut, Colonel  of  the  18th  Regiment,  U.  S.  Infantry,  who  was 
the  commandant  of  the  expedition. 

A  third  object  of  the  volume  is  to  furnish  an  authentic  and 
semi-official  account  of  the  massacre  by  Indians  of  three  officers 
and  seventy-eight  soldiers,  which  took  place  December  21,  1866, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Philip  Kearney.  Various  distorted 
accounts  of  this  transaction  appeared  at  the  time,  and  it  is  a  satis- 
faction to  have  at  length  a  responsible  version  of  the  transaction. 
In  the  text  of  the  volume  we  have  a  full  narrative  of  the  incidents 
connected  with  this  Indian  outrage,  and  in  the  appendix  a  report 
of  the  Special  Commissioner  of  the  Government,  who  made  an 
official  inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  massacre.    CoL  Carring- 

*  Poems.  By  Luot  Laroom.  Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  A  Go.  1S69.  New 
Haven :  Judd  4  White. 

f  Ab$a^raka :  or,  the  Home  of  the  Crows.  Being  the  experience  of  an  Officer's 
Wife  on  the  Plains.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincoit  ISeS.  12mo.  pp.  SS4. 
New  Haven :  Judd  &  White. 
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ton's  reputation  appears  to  us  completely  vindicated  by  this  public 
document. 

Everything  pertaining  to  frontier  life,  and  especially  in  reference 
to  the  Indian  warfare,  is  now  so  interesting,  that  this  unpretend- 
ing volume  will  doubtless  be  widely  read. 

Recent  Wobks  on  Education. — We  are  sorry  that  we  cannot 
speak  with  very  strong  commendation  of  a  work  on  the  '*  First 
Principles  of  Popular  Education  and  Public  Instruction  ;  "  *  by 
Superintendent  S.  S.  Randall  of  New  York.  The  writer's  aim 
and  spirit  are  good.  He  believes  in  the  American  system  of  Pub- 
lic Education,  and  desires  to  see  it  improved  and  advanced.  To 
its  service  he  has  devoted  fourteen  years  of  olBcial  labor  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  But  he  either  lacks  the  sagacity  to  discover 
or  the  disposition  to  discuss  the  questions  most  disputed  among 
the  friends  and  the  opponents  of  public  instruction.  For  example, 
the  matter  of  Religious  Instruction  is  already  forced  upon  our 
attention  by  the  persistent  efforts  which  the  Roman  Catholics  are 
once  more  putting  forth  to  secure  the  public  moneys  for  denomi- 
national purposes.  The  Tablet^  a  Roman  Catholic  newspaper  in 
New  York,  has  come  boldly  out  in  defense  of  a  policy  which  his 
been  unavowedly  and  covertly  pushed  by  the  Catholic  leaders 
ever  since  they  began  to  possess  political  power. 

How  shall  this  claim  be  met  ?  Shall  the  public  school  be  re- 
garded as  a  place  for  secular  instruction  only,  and  shall  all  reading 
of  the  Bible,  prayer,- and  Christian  instruction  be  omitted  ?  Or, 
shall  an  effort  be  made  for  Protestants  and  Catholics  to  agree  in 
this  country,  as  in  Ireland,  upon  certain  books  of  Christian  in- 
struction and  devotion  to  be  used  in  all  the  public  schools  ?  Or 
shall  there  be  a  religious  service  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  the 
attendance  upon  which  shall  be  optional,  as  in  some  parts  of  Ger- 
many ?  Or  shall  the  Catholic  demand  for  denominational  schools, 
aided  as  in  England  by  the  public  money,  be  acceded  to  ?  This 
is  a  live  discussion,  on  which  we  need  arguments  and  illustrations, 
but  Dr.  Randall  passes  it  by  with  a  few  common  places  on  the 
importance  of  teaching  Christian  morality  to  the  young — a  theme 
which  no  one  disputes,  at  least  in  public. 

So  with  every  other  topic  of  the  volume.    There  are  given  the 

*Fir$t  PrineipUi  of  PopiUar Education ;  by  S.  S.   Randall.     New  York: 
Harper  A  Brothers.     12mo.    pp.  265.    New  Haven :  Judd  &  White, 
vol..  xxvni.  14 
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plain  common-sense  and  common-place  opinions  of  the  friends  of 
public  schools,  but  there  is  nothing  quickening  nor  suggestive  to 
one  who  wishes  to  investigate  with  thoroughness  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  of  the  age. 

Dr.  John  S.*  Hart,  Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Trenton,  has  published  a  manual  for  teachers,  entitled  **Jh 
the  School-room.^^  *  It  is  not  a  profound  book — hardly  coming 
up  to  the  dignity  of  a  work  on  the  Philosophy  of  Educa^ 
tion,  as  the  second  title  might  lead  us  to  expect ;  but  it  is  a 
book  very  well  adapted  to  inspire  and  instruct  young  teachers. 
Good  sense,  varied  and  prolonged  experience  as  an  instructor,  a 
hearty  sympathy  with  the  difficulties  and  trials  of  the  inexpe- 
rienced, and  a  fervent  religious  spirit,  are  the  characteristics  of 
the  writer.  The  examples  and  illustrations  which  abound  in  his 
pages  are  not  the  hackneyed  traditional  stories,  but  are  for  the 
most  part  anecdotes  derived  from  the  author's  personal  observa- 
tions. We  could  wish  that  some  of  the  chapters  had  been  elabo- 
rated, so  that  their  precepts  might  produce  a  stronger  impression 
on  the  mind  of  the  reader.  But,  on  the  whole,  we  do  not  know  a 
better  book  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a  young  lady  or  a  young  man 
who  is  perplexed  and  discomfited  by  the  care  of  a  school-roona. 
To  parents  also,  and  all  who  are  interested  in  the  mental  training 
of  young  children,  the  book  may  be  recommended.  There  is 
nothing  (so  far  as  we  have  noticed)  controversial  in  the  discus- 
sions, or  sectarian  in  the  religious  views  brought  forward  by  the 
author. 

RssouRCBS  OF  THE  PACIFIC  SLOPE.f — Mr.  J.  Ross  Browuc,  who 
holds  at  present  the  enviable  and  reaiponsible  position  of  American 
Minister  to  China,  has  been  for  some  time  past  a  Commissioner  of 
the  United  States  Government  for  the  collection  of  Mining  Sta- 
tistics and  other  paiticulars  illustrative  of  the  resources  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  His  second  and  final  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  published  by  Congress  last  spring,  and  now  the 
Appletons  have  given  to  the  public  an  edition  of  the  same  docu- 
ment, and  apparently  from  the  same  stereotype  plates.     It  consti- 

*  In  the  School-room,  Chapters  in  the  Philosophy  of  Educatioo.  Pbiladel 
pbia:  Eldridge  A  Brother.     12mo.     pp.  276.    New  Hayen:  Jndd  A  White. 

f  Jieaourcen  of  ths  Paeifie  Slope  ;  a  classical  and  descriptive  sammary  pertain- 
ing to  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  With  a  sketch 
of  the  settlement  and  exploration  of  Lower  California.  By  J.  Ross  Beownb,  aided 
by  a  Corps  of  Assistants.     Svo.    pp.  678,  200.     New  York:  D.  Appleton  A  Ca 
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tutes  (exclasive  of  the  appendix)  an  octavo  volume  of  nearly  seven 
hundred  pages,  exhibiting  more  fully  than  any  other  work  the 
present  condition  of  California*  Nevada,  Arizona,  Utah,  Idaho, 
Washington  Territory,  Oregon,  and  Alaska.  There  is  an  obvious 
lack  of  digestion  of  the  materials  brought  together ;  information 
important  and  trivial  being  presented  in  an  overpowering  mass, 
from  which  it  is  a  labor  to  select  the  particulars  bearing  upon  any 
one  especial  theme.  This  difficulty  might  have  been  lessened  by 
the  publication  of  a  good  alphabetical  index,  in  addition  to  the 
rather  meagre  summary  of  contents  which  is  now  given.  The 
value  of  the  report  would  also  have  been  increased  by  a  scientific 
collation  of  the  facts  presented,  the  elimination  of  errors,  the 
pointing  out  of  deficiencies,  and  the  preparation  of  general  or 
summary  statements.  As  it  is,  the  different  geographical  dis- 
tricts have  been  described  by  different  persons,  who  have  had  their 
various  notions  respecting  the  proper  character  of  the  work.  At 
the  same  time,  we  must  acknowledge  that  with  these  drawbacks 
the  volume  is  a  very  remarkable  and  valuable  compendium  of  our 
present  knowledge  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  that  many  of  the 
ablest  statisticians  of  that  region  have  contributed  to  its  com- 
pleteness. 

Appended  to  the  principal  document  is  a  valuable  history  of 
explorations  in  Southern  California  from  1632  to  1867,  by  a  well- 
known  bibliographer  of  California,  Mr.  Alexander  S,  Taylor.  The 
researches  of  this  gentleman  into  the  history  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
of  North  America  have  thrown  great  light  upon  the  past,  and  are 
deserving  of  the  highest  encouragement.  Mr.  Gabb's  report  of  a 
scientific  expedition  to  Lower  California  in  1867  is  also  given. 

The  Ideal  in  Art,* — ^Taine's  Philosophy  of  Art  is,  in  his  own 
opinion,  somewhat  peculiar,  and  he  claims  for  it  the  merit  of 
originality.  Some  features  of  this  theory  are  apparent  in  the  pre- 
sent treatise,  but  they  are  not  obtrusive,  nor  do  they  detract  from 
the  unity  of  the  impression  which  it  makes  upon  the  reader.  The 
discussion  abounds  in  interest,  the  historical  allusions  are  ample, 
and  the  critical  sketches  of  individual  works  of  art,  as  well  as 
of  individual  artists  and  schools  of  art,  are  very  instructive. 
Taine's  skill  as  a  writer  needs  no  notice  or  commendation  from  us. 

*  TTu  Ideal  in  Art;  by  H.  Taini.  Translated  by  T.  Ddeakd.  New  York : 
Leypoldt  <b  Holt.     1869. 
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Inauguration  op  De.  McCosh* — ^This  handsome  pamphlet 
contains  the  very  able  and  interesting  inaagural  address  of  Presi- 
dent McCosh,  with  the  various  congratulatory  and  other  orations 
which  were  delivered  at  his  induction  to  the  office  of  President  of 
Nassau  9alL  They  were  all  worthy  of  the  occasion.  The  theme 
of  the  Inaugural  was  "  Academic  Teaching  in  Europe,"  and  in 
selecting  and  treating  this  theme,  the  very  able  and  excellent 
author  showed  his  wisdom  and  ability.  The  information  furnished 
is  timely  and  trustworthy,  at  a  time  when  the  subject  of  higher 
education  is  so  earnestly  discussed  on  both  sides  the  ocean.  In 
confining  the  most  of  his  suggestions  to  European  institutions,  the 
author  showed  both  modesty  and  tact  Some  few  of  these  sug- 
gestions have  a  less  direct  application  to  the  colleges  of  this 
country  than  the  author  perhaps  supposed,  but  the  most  of  them 
are  of  general  service  and  serve  to  confirm  our  belief  that  the 
countrj  has  gained  a  treasure  in  acquiring  so  eminent  and  so  ex- 
cellent a  scholar  and  divine.  We  most  heartily  congratulate  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  on  the  acquisition. 

Loomis'b  Treatise  on  ALCEBRA.f — Tlie  fact  that  this  work, 
after  many  years'  use  as  a  college  text-book,  and  a  sale  of  over 
60,000  copies,  has,  in  the  present  edition,  been  carefully  re\i8ed, 
and,  for  the  most  part,  re-written  by  the  author,  with  the  aid  of 
the  criticisms  and  suggestions  of  many  experienced  professors  who 
have  used  it,  will  sufficiently  commend  it  to  the  experience  of  all 
who  are  in  search  of  the  best  text-book  in  this  branch  of  mathe* 
matics.  It  exhibits  preeminently  the  characteristic  qualities  of. 
Professor  Loomis's  other  works — conciseness,  clearness,  and  logical 
method.  The  examples  appear  to  be  well  chosen,  and  are  abuud. 
ant  throughout  the  volume,  with  a  classified  collection  of  over  two 
hundred  additional  ones  at  the  end.  To  many,  the  assurance  that 
the  proof  sheets  have  all  passed  under  the  critical  eye  of  Prof.  H. 
A.  Newton,  will  be  a  further  guarantee  of  the  high  character  of 
the  work. 

^InauguraHon  of  Jamei  McGobK,  D,  J).,  LL,  D,,  as  President  of  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  PriDceton,  October  2*?,  1868.  New  York,  Robert  Carter  <fe 
Brothera     1368. 

f  A  TVeatiae  an  Algebra.  By  Euas  Looms,  LL.  D ,  Professor  of  Natural  Phi- 
losophy and  Astronomy  in  Yale  College,  and  anthor  of  a  "  Course  of  MaUiemat 
ica"  Reyised  edition.  New  York:  Harper  A  Brothers,  Publishers.  New 
Hayen  :  Jndd  A  White. 
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The  Materia  Medica  in  its  Scientific  Relations.* — ^This  is 
a  candid,  comprehensive,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  a  rational  discus- 
sion of  a  subject  which  all  schools  of  medical  theorists  acknowl- 
edge greatly  needs  a  thoroughly  scientific  treatment. 

Plain  Thoughts  on  the  Abt  of  LiviNG.f — Most  of  these 
essays  were  originally  delivered  as  lectures.  They  were  after- 
wards rewritten  and  printed  in  the  Springfield  Republican^  and 
were  received  with  great  favor.  They  abound  in  wise  suggestions, 
which  are  conveyed  in  a  fitting,  familiar  style,  which  is  relieved  of 
common  place,  and  yet  is  level  to  the  comprehension  of  the  large 
class  of  persons  whom  they  were  designed  to  benefit.  They  de- 
serve a  wide  circulation. 

Essays  on  the  Pbogbess  of  Nations.J — This  is  the  continua- 
tion of  a  work,  the  first  volume  of  which  was  published  several 
years  ago.  It  has  been  laboriously  prepared,  and  embodies  a  vast 
number  of  valuable  facts,  arranged  under  many  heads.  There  is 
no  special  sagacity  or  philosophical  power  exhibited  in  the  gene* 
ralizations  and  method  of  the  book.  It  contains,  however,  a  vast 
&gg<'6gation  of  valuable  facts,  clearly  described  and  expressed. 

Plymouth  Pulpit. — Messrs.  J.  B.  Ford  &  Co.  (No.  164  Nas- 
sau street,  New  York)  are  publishing,  in  pamphlet  form,  Mr. 
Beecher's  Sermons,  with  his  '*  direct  consent  and  authorization,^ 
week  by  week,  as  they  are  preached.  A  number  of  the  '*  Ply- 
mouth Pulpit**  appears  each  Saturday,  on  paper  suitable  for  bind- 
ing and  preservation,  at  the  price  of  only  eight  cents  a  single 
copy,  or  $3  a  year.  Besides  the  sermon,  each  number  contains 
Mr.  Beecher's  prayer,  as  phonographically  reported  by  Mr.  T. 
J.  filling  wood. 

*  Th«  Materia  Medica  in  iU  Sciititifie  Relationa,    New  Haven,  Conn.     1868. 

t  Plain  ThoughU  on  the  Art  of  Living  ;  desigDed  for  Youog  Men  and  Women. 
By  WA8H1N0T09  Gladdin.     Boston:   Ticknor  k  Fields.    18S8. 

%  Euay  on  the  Progreaa  of  NoHone^  in  CiviliMOtion,  Productive  InduHry, 
Wealth,  and  Population.  IHostrated  by  Statistics  of  Mining,  Agriculture,  Mano- 
factmres.  Commerce,  Banking,  Internal  Improvements,  Bmigration,  and  Popula- 
tion. By  Ezra  G.  Seaman.  Second  Series.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  dc  Co. 
1S68.    New  Haven:  Jndd  A  White. 
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Scotia's  Bards.* — ^This  is  a  new  and  beaatiful  edition  of  the 
best  of  the  books  of  "  selections  "  from  Scottish  poetry.  As  an- 
nounced in  a  prefatory  note :  "  It  is  a  Scottish  book  all  over.  The 
tartan  waves  on  the  pinnacle  of  the  introductory  page ;  the  this- 
tle stands  guard  over  the  gates  of  the  preface ;  and  the  bagpipe 
plays  an  adieu  at  the  finis." 

Analysis  and  Pboof-Texts  of  Db.  Julius  Mulleb'g  System 
OF  Theology. t — We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  very- 
valuable  synopsis  of  Proof-Texts.  Though  it  was  designed  origi- 
nally for  the  use  of  theological  students,  it  is  of  equal  value  and 
probably  of  greater  interest  to  clergymen  and  studious  laymen. 
The  titles,  under  which  the  texts  are  arranged,  give,  in  brief  senten- 
ces, the  statements  and  arguments  which  comprehend  the  theo- 
logical system  of  its  eminent  author.  Though  brief  and  con- 
densed, it  is  very  far  from  being  abstract  or  dry.  On  the  contrary, 
it  is  fresh  and  interesting,  and  suggests  many  new  and  Aomprehen- 
sive  views  of  Christian  truth.  The  pamphlet  may  be  had  of  the 
publisher.  Single  copies  thirty  cents  ;  four  copies  for  one  dollar  > 
twenty-five  copies  for  five  dollars. 

Our  Life  in  China.J — ^This  is  a  neat  and  unadorned  narrative 
of  missionary  experience  among  the  Chinese.  Without  pretend- 
ing to  romantic  interest,  it  keeps  the  attention  awake  by  a  perpet- 
ual variety,  as  it  details  the  trials  and  successes  of  the  mission- 
ary, in  the  regular  work  of  an  established  station,  and  in  the  various 
emergencies  incident  to  the  occupation  of  new  posts.  Its  scenes 
shift  from  the  seacoast  to  the  interior,  from  the  South  to  the 
North,  and  (an  interesting  episode  not  indicated  in  the  title) 
from  China  to  Japan.  Instructive  glimpses  of  the  people  of  both 
countries  will  reward  the  general  reader,  while  those  interested  in 
missions  will  find  in   it  much  useful  information   touching  the 

•  8eoHa*n  Bards,  The  Choice  Productions  of  the  Scottish  Poets,  with  Brief  Bio- 
graphical Sketches.  New  York:  Robert  Carter  <fr  Brothers.  1869.  Syo.  pp. 
568. 

f  Analysis  and  Proof- Texts  of  Dr.  JultHS  Muller's  System  of  Iheology.  By 
Henry  B.  Smith,  D.  D.  Reprinted  from  the  **  American  Presbyterian  and  Theo- 
logical Review."  Ne^;^  York :  J  Bl  Sherwood,  664  Broadway.  (At  Charle« 
Scribner  k  Co*s).     1868.     Svo.  pp.  47. 

X  Our  Life  in  China,  By  Helen  S.  C.  Nevius.  New  York :  Robert  Carter  dk 
Brothers.     New  Haven:  Judd  A  White. 
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methods  and  results  of  missionary  labor  among  the  nations  of  the 

far  East.    A  marked  feature  of  this  little  work  is  the  view  it 

gives  of  the  condition  of  Chinese  women  and  of  the  efforts  for  their 
conversion. 
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Watchwords  for  the  Warfare  of  Life.  From  Dr.  Martin  Luther.  Translated 
and  Arranged  by  ibe  Author  of  **  Chronicles  of  the  Schonberg-Cotta  Family.** 
Kew  York:  M.  W.  Dodd.  12mo.  pp.  880.  [These  •*  Watdiwords *  have  been 
all  freshly  translated  from  Luther*s  own  German  or  Latin,  by  Mrs.  Charles,  and 
are  arranged  nnder  appropriate  headings;  as,  Part  L,  Words  for  the  Battle 
Field;  Part  IL,  Words  for  the  Day's  March ;  Part  IIL,  Words  for  the  Halting 
Places  ;  Part  IV.,  Words  for  the  Wounded ;   Part  V.,  Words  of  Victory]. 

The  **  ^r«<,"  '*  Second,*"  "  Third,'*  '*  Fourth,"*  and  "  Fifih,  or  Senior  Year"  o{ 
the  Graduated  Sunday  School  Text-Books.  Hye  Tolumes.  16mo.  By  Charles 
E.  Knox,  author  of  **  A  Year  with  St.  Paul."  New  York  :  Anson  D.  F.  Ran- 
dolph. [These  are  the  excellent  volumes  referred  to  in  an  article  on  "  Sabbath 
School  Instruction  "  in  the  "  New  Englander"  for  January,  1866]. 

Isaiah ;  with  Notes,  Critical,  Explanatory,  and  Practical,  designed  for  both 
Pastors  and  People.    By  Rev.  Henry  Cowles,  D.  D.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  652. 

The  Works  of  the  Rev.  John  Howe,  M.  A. ;  with  Memoirs  of  his  Life.  By 
Edmund  Calamy,  D.  D.  Complete  in  two  volumes.  New  York :  Robert  Carter 
Ac  Brothers.    Royal  8vo.  pp.  1276.         ' 

Conversations  of  Jesus  Christ  with  Representative  Men.  By  William  Adams, 
D.  D.,  Pastor  of  Madison  Square  Church,  N.  Y.  American  Tract  Society,  150 
Nassau  street,  New  York.     12mo.  pp.  290. 

Studies  of  Character  from  the  Old  Testament.  By  Thomas  Guthrie,  D.  D., 
Editor  of  the  Sunday  Magazine,  New  York:  Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers.  1869. 
12mo.  pp.  829. 

The  Pearl  of  Parables;  Notes  on  Luke  zv.,  11-82.  By  the  late  James  Ham- 
ilton, D.  D.     New  York:  Robert  Carter  A  Brothers.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  274. 

Wind-wafted  Seed.  Edited  by  Norman  Macleod,  D.  D.,  and  Thomas  Guthrie, 
D.  D.     New  York:  Robert  Carter  &  Brothers.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  448. 

The  Life  of  God  in  the  Soul  of  Man.  Boston:  Nichols  and  Noyes.  1868. 
16mo.  pp.  128. 

Reason  and  Revelation ;  or  the  Province  of  Reason  in  Matters  Pertaining  to 
Divine  Revelation  Defined  and  Illustrated.  By  R.  Milligan.  R.  W.  Carroll  <k 
Ca,  Cincinnati.    Large  12mo.  pp.  445. 

The  Chris'tian^s  Present  for  all  SeaFoas ;  containing  Devotional  Thoughts  of 
Eminent  Divines,  from  Joseph  Hall  to  William  Jay.  Selected  and  Edited  by 
A.  A.  Harsha,  M.  A.,  with  an  Introductory  Essay  on  Devotion  by  W.  B.  Sprague 
D.  D.    American  Tract  Society,  150  Nassau  street,  New  York.     12mo.  pp.  666. 

Sermons  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Beecher,  Plymouth  Church.  Selected  from  Published 
and  Unpublished  Discourses,  and  Revised  by  their  Author.  Harper  A  Bros.,  New 
York.    2  vols.  8vo.  pp.  284,  286. 
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The  Oitv  of  God.  By  E.  H.  Nevin.  J.  E.  Barr,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 
12mo.  pp.  252. 

Gleanings  among  the  Sheaves.  By  Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon.  Second  Edition. 
New  York  :  Sheldon  A  Co.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  22S. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Charch:  What  She  Has,  What  She  Lacks,  and 
What  is  Her  True  Position  with  Reference  to  Other  Churches.  New  York :  N. 
Tibbals  <fe  Co.     1868.     Svo.  pp.  26. 

Are  there  Romanizing  Germs  in  the  Prayer  Book?  8vo.  pp.  48.  [To  be  ob- 
tained at  the  office  of  '*  The  EpUeopalian,'^  New  York]. 

No  Romanizing  Germs  in  our  Prayer  Book.  By  a  Presbyter  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  Philadelphia:  Claxton,  Romsen,  &  Hafifelfinger.  1868.  8to. 
pp.  86. 

Revidenda;  or  a  Brief  Statement  of  those  Things  in  the  Liturgy  which  should 
be  Revised  and  Altered,  U)gether  with  a  Short  History  of  the  Prayer  Book,  and 
the  Revisions  it  has  already  undergone.  8vo.  pp.  82.  [To  be  obtained  at  the 
office  of  "  77t«  Fpiseopalian,"  New  York]. 

The  Theocratic  Principle ;  or  Religion  the  Bond  of  the  Republio.  A  Sermon 
in  Behalf  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  Preached  in  the  Broadway 
Tabernacle  Church,  New  York,  May  10th,  1868.  By  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.D. 
LL.  D.     8vo.  pp.  21. 

Inaugural  Address  of  the  Smith  Professor  in  the  Special  Course,  Andover 
Theological  Seminary.  August  6th,  1868.  Warren  F.  Draper,  Andover.  8vo. 
pp.  82. 

The  Baptist  Movement  of  a  Hundred  Years  Ago  and  its  Vindication ;  a  Dis- 
course Delivered  at  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Bap" 
tist  Church,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  July  16,  1868,  by  David  Weston.  Gould  A 
Lincoln  :  Boston.     8vo.  pp.  82. 

Report  on  tlie  Composition  and  Quorum  of  Installing  Councils ;  Approved  by 
the  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  at  Clinton,  in  June,  1868.  Case,  Lock- 
wood,  &  Brainard  :  Hartford.     8vo.  pp.  16. 

The  Sunday  Law  Unconstitutional  and  Unscriptural ;  an  Argument  Presented 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature.  Second  Edition* 
By  Nathaniel  C.  Nash.     Boston.     8vo.  pp.  23. 

Proceedings  of  an  Ez-parte  Council  held  at  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  18th  to  20th,  1868.  King  dc  Burd:  Philadelphia. 
8vo.  pp.  16. 

The  Division  Because  of  Christ;  Being  a  Report  to  his  Parish  of  the  Proceed- 
ings oi  the  Recent  Conference  in  New  York.  By  J.  W.  Thompson,  D.  D.  Nich- 
ols &  Noyes :  Boston.     8va  pp.  80. 

Reflections  Upon  the  Theories  of  God  in  Christ  and  Vicarious  Atonement. 
Boston :  J.  E.  Tilton  A  Co.    8vo.  pp.  24. 

Hymns  by  Francis  Turner  Palgrave.  New  York:  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph. 
1868.     24mo.  pp.  46. 

The  Heritage  of  Peace;  or  Christ  our  Life.  By  T.  S.  Childs,  D.  D.  New 
York:  Anson D.  F.  Randolph.     1868.     24mo.   pp.166. 

Saint  Paul;  A  Poem.  By  Frederick  W.  H.  Myers.  New  York:  Anson  D. 
F.  Randolph.     1868.     24mo.  pp.  45. 

The  Layman's  Breviary ;  or  Meditations  for  Every  Day  in  the  Year.    From 
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the  German  of  Leopold  Schefer.  By  Oharles  T.  Brookt.  Boston:  Roberts 
Brothers.     1868.     Idnia  pp.  452. 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem.  BeantifoUy  Illustrated.  Ameriean  Tract  Society, 
New  York. 

Irony  io  History ;  or  "Was  Gibbon  an  Infidel  ?  By  Rev.  James  Macdonald, 
D.  D.     From  the  "  Bibliotheca  Sacra."  July,  1858.    AndoTer :  W.  F.  Draper. 

Letters  on  the  Divine  Trinity.  Addressed  to  Henry  Ward  Beeeher.  By  B.  P. 
Barrett     Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  <fc  Co.     lOmo.  pp.  180. 

Where  is  the  City?  Second  edition.  Boston:  Roberts  Brothers.  ]6ma 
pp.  849. 

HISTORICAL   AND  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

The  Invasion  of  the  Crimea;  Its  Origin  and  Progress  down  to  the  Death  of 
Lord  Raglan.  By  A.  W.  Kinglake.  Vol.  IL  New  York:  Harper  <fc  Bro's. 
12mo.  pp.  682. 

History  of  the  American  Civil  War.  By  J.  W.  Draper.  Vol.  II.  New  York : 
Harper  A  Brothers.    8vo.  pp.  614. 

First  Reprint  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Historical  Series.  Historical  Account  of 
Bonquef  s  Expedition  Against  the  Ohio  Indians  in  1764 ;  with  Preface,  by 
Francis  Parlcman,  author  of  "Conspiracy  of  Pontiac,"  and  a  Translation  of 
Dumas*  Biographical  Sketch  of  General  Bouquet  Cincinnati,  0*hio:  Robert 
Clarke  <k  Co.     1868.    8vo.  pp.  162. 

Cameos  from  English  History ;  from  Rollo  to  Edward  II.  By  the  Author  of 
"The  Heir  of  Redclyife."  New  York:  D.  Appleton  <fc  Co.  1869.  12mo. 
pp.  475. 

Landmarks  of  History,  in  Three  Parts.  Part  I.  Ancient  History  from  the 
Earliest  Times  to  the  Maliomedan  Conquest.  Part  II.  Medieval  History  from 
the  Mahomedan  Invasion  to  the  Reformation.  Part  III.  Modem  History  from 
the  Beginning  of  the  Reformation  to  Our  Timea  Three  volumes.  By  Miss 
Yonge.  Second  American  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarged.  New  York:  Ley- 
poldt  <b  Holt     1868.     12mo.  pp.  262,  228,  478. 

The  Dutch  Reformation ;  A  History  of  the  Struggle  in  the  Netherlands,  for 
Gvil  and  Religious  Liberty,  in  the  Sixteenth  Century.  By  W.  Carlos  Martyn, 
author  of  "  A  History  of  the  English  Puritans,"  "  A  History  of  the  Huguenots/' 
etc.,  etc.  American  Tract  Society,  160  Nassau  street.  New  York  City.  12mo. 
pp.  828. 

Life  and  Letters  of  Madame  Swetchine.  *  By  Count  De  Falloox,  of  the  French 
Academy.  Translated  by  H.  W.  Preston.  Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.  1868. 
12mo.  pp.  869. 

Life  of  George  Stevenson  and  of  his  Son,  Robert  Stevenson,  Comprising  a 
History  of  the  Invention  and  Introduction  of  the  Railway  Locomotive.  By 
S.  Smiles.    New  York:  Harper  ^  Brothers.    8vo.  pp.  601. 

Recollections  of  a  Busy  Life.  By  H.  Greeley.  New  York :  J.  B.  Ford  A  Co. 
8vo.  pp.  624. 

The  Captured  Scout  of  the  Army  of  the  James.  A  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Ser- 
geant Henry  H.  Manning,  of  the  Twenty-Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  By 
Chaplain  H.  Clay  Trumbull.     Boston :  Nichols  A  Noyes.     12mo.  pp.  60. 

Memorabilia  in  the  Life  of  Jedldiah  Morse.  By  his  Son,  S.  E.  Morse.  Boston : 
A  W.  Locke  <&  Co.     12mo.  pp.  24. 
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TRATSLS. 

BeminisoeDoes  of  European  Travel  By  A.  P.  Peabody.  New  York :  Hurd 
A  Houghton.    16mo.  pp.  yiii.,  816. 

Cape  Cod  and  All  Alon^  Shore.  Stories  by  0.  Nordhoff.  New  York :  Harper 
A  Brothers.     12mo.  pp.  286. 

Letters  from  Eden ;  or,  Beminiscenoes  of  Missionary  Life  iu  the  East  By 
Rey.  C.  H.  Wheeler,  Missionary  in  Eastern  Turkey.  American  Tract  Society, 
28  Cornhill,  Boston.     16mo.  pp.  482. 

Travels  and  Adventures  in  South  and  Central  America.  First  Series:  Life  in 
the  Llanos  of  Venezuela.  By  Don  Ramon  Paez.  New  York :  Charles  Scribner 
A  Co.     1868.     12ma  pp.  478. 

BBLLIS  LBTTBBB, 

Among  the  Hills,  and  Other  Poems.  By  J.  O.  Whittier.  Boston :  Fieldst 
Osgood,  dc  Co.    16mo.  pp.  100. 

Under  the  Willows,  and  Other  Poems.  By  J.  R.  LoweU.  Boston :  Ticknor  A 
Fields.    16mo.  pp.  286. 

If;  Yes,  and  Perhaps.  By  E.  E.  Hale.  Boston:  Ticknor  A  Fields.  16mo 
pp.  296. 

Prince  Eugene  and  his  Times.  By  Mrs.  Clara  Mundt  (Louise  Muhlbaoh). 
New  York:  D.  Appleton  k  Co.    8va  pp.  816. 

Goethe  and  Schiller:  an  Historical  Romance.  By  Mrs.  Clara  Mundt  (Louise 
Muhlbach).    Translated  by  C.  Coleman.    New  York :  D.  Appleton  <fr  Co 

Home  Stories.  By  Mrs.  Alice  B.  Haven  ("Cousin  Alice").  New  York:  D 
Appleton  <k  Co.    1869.    l2mo.  pp.  872. 

Ruby's  Husband.  By  Marion  Harland.  New  York:  Sheldon  k  Co.  1899. 
12mo.  pp.  893. 

Fior  d*  Alisa.  By  A.  De  Lamartine.  New  York :  Hurd  A  Houghton.  16mo. 
pp.  240. 

Constance  Aylmer.  A  Story  of  the  Seventeenth  Century.  By  H.  F.  P.  New 
York;  C.  Scribner  k  Co.    1869.     12mo.  pp.  847. 

Callamura.  By  Julia  Pleasants.  Philadelphia :  Clazton,  Rameen  k  Haffel- 
finger.     1868.     12mo.  pp.  464. 

Madame  De  Beaupre.  By  Mrs.  £.  Jenkin.  New  York:  Leypoldt  k  Holt. 
1869.    16mo.  pp.  278. 

The  Hermits.  By  Rev,  C.  Eingsley.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  LipplncoU  A  Ca 
12mo.  pp.  886. 

"I  WiU."  and  Other  Stories.  By  "May.'»  New  York:  P.  8.  Wynkoop  k 
Son.    1868.     12mo.  pp.  191. 

The  Orphan's  Triumph ;  or.  The  Story  of  Lily  and  Harry  Grant  By  H.  K 
P.  Author  of  ''The  Eemptons,"  »« Paul  and  Margaret,*'  etc  New  York:  M. 
W.  Dodd.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  296. 

Paul  and  Margaret,  the  Inebriate's  Children.  By  H.  K  P.  New  York :  M.  W. 
Dodd.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  178. 

Geneva's  Shield :  A  Story  of  the  Swiss  Reformation.  By  Rev.  W.  M.  Black- 
bum,  Author  of  ''Ulrich  Zwingle,"  "William  Farel,"  etc  New  York:  M.  W. 
Dodd.     186a     16mo.  pp.  826. 
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Daughters  of  the  Croes:  or,  the  Cottage  and  the  Palace.  American  Traot 
Society,  150  Nasean  street,  New  Tork.     12mo.  pp.  228. 

Anchored.  By  the  Author  of  the  Climbers.  American  Tract  Society,  150 
Nassau  street,  New  Tork:    12mo.  pp.  271. 

Mark  Sieadman ;  or.  Show  Yonr  Colors.  From  the  London  Tract  Society. 
American  Tract  Society,  150  Nassan  street,  New  York.     16mo.  pp.  204. 

Marryatt*s  Works.  [The  Messrs.  Appleton  are  publishing  an  excellent  edi- 
tion,  in  large  tjpe,  of  the  very  popular  novels  of  Capt.  Marryatt.  There  are  to 
be  twelve  yolnmes,  at  the  price  of  fifty  cents  each,  fflz  volnmes  have  already 
appeared ;  including  "  Japhet  in  Search  of  a  Father,''  and  '*  Peter  Simple*  ]. 

MISOXLLANKOUS. 

Happy  Thoughts.  By  P.  C.  Burand.  [This  First  Volume  of  the  "  Handy 
Volume  Series,"  to  be  published  by  Messrs.  Roberts  Brothers  of  Boston,  is  a  non* 
descript  I  It  is  the  most  thoroughly  laughter  provoking  book  of  the  season.  The 
misadventures  of  the  charmingly  naive  city-bred  hero  who  has  been  driven  by 
the  intense  summer  heat  of  the  town  to  try  the  fresh  air,  the  cool  breezes,  the 
tranquil  ease,  and  the  **  gold  fish  "  of  the  country,  are  described  with  a  peculiar 
humor  which  is  unlike  anything  with  which  we  are  acquainted]. 

The  New  England  Tragedies  in  Prose.  By  Rowland  H.  Allen.  I.  The  Coming 
of  the  Quakers.  II.  The  Witchcraft  Delusion.  Boston :  Noyes  dc  Nichols. 
1869.  12mo.  pp.  156.  [We  have  not  yet  found  time  to  examine  carefully  this 
little  volume ;  but  we  mention  it  now,  as  it  seems  to  be  a  reliable  historical 
account  of  the  events  which  Mr.  Longfellow  has  made  the  themes  of  his  late 
work,  and  to  give  just  the  information  which  the  readers  of  his  "Tragedies'* 
will  desire  to  obtain]. 

The  Atlantic  Almanac  1869.  Edited  by  Donald  O.  Mitchell.  [This  is  the 
prince  of  Almanacs.  It  is  edited  by  one  of  the  most  popular  of  American 
authors ;  and  the  entire  contents,  both  of  the  literary  and  artistic  departmental 
have  been  prepared  expressly  for  it]. 

Wood  Side  and  Sea-Side.  Illustrated  by  Pen  and  Pencil.  New  Tork:  D. 
Appleton  A  Co.    1869.    8vo.  pp.  96. 

Realmah.  By  the  author  of  **  Friends  in  Council.''  Boston :  Roberts  Broth- 
ers.    1869.     12mo.  pp.  499. 

A  Book  about  Dominoes.  Being  the  reflections  and  recollections  of  a  member 
of  the  Profession.    Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.    12mo.  pp.  265. 

Sloan's  Architectural  Review  and  Builder's  Journal.  An  illustrated  monthly. 
Conducted  by  Samuel  Sloan,  Architect ;  assisted  by  Charles  J.  Lukens.  PhiU- 
delphia:  Claxton,  Remsen,  A  Hafielfinger.  [Six  numbers  of  this  Journal  have 
appeared]. 

Fragments  of  Political  Science  on  Nationalism  and  Inter-Nationalism.  By 
Francis  Lieber,  LL.  D.    New  Tork :  Charles  Scribner  A  Co.     8vo.  pp.  28. 

Picciola.    Par  X.     B.  Saintiue.     Nouvelle  Edition.     Revue  et  corrig6e.    Bib- 
liotb^que  Populaire  Franfiaise.    New  Tork;  D.  Appleton  A  Co.     12mo.  pp.  248. 
My  Prison.     Memoirs  of  Silvio  Pellico.     Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.     1868* 
12mo.  pp.  807. 

The  Friendships  of  Womea  By  William  Rounseville  Alger.  Boston :  Rob- 
erts Brothers.    1868.     12mo.     pp.  416. 
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Passages  from  the  Note-Books  of  Nathaniel  Hawthorne.  Boeton:  Fields, 
Osgood,  <fe  Co.     16mo.  pp.  228. 

What  Answer  t  By  Anna  £.  Dickinson.  Boston:  Ticknor  A  Fields.  16mo. 
pp.  801. 

The  Opinm  Habit,  with  Suggestions  as  to  the  Remedy.  New  York :  Harper 
<k  Brothers.     12mo.  pp.  886. 

Earth  Closeto:  How  to  Make  Them,  and  How  to  Use  Them.  By  G.  B. 
Warring.    New  York:  Tribone  Association.     16mo.  pp.45. 

Among  the  Arabs :  A  Narrative  of  Adventures  in  Algeria.  By  G.  Naphegyi  ^ 
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Article    L— THE   SAN    KIAU,     OR    THE    THREE    RE- 
LIGIONS  OF  CHINA. 

The  religious  experience  of  the  Chinese  is  worthy  of  atten- 
tive study.  Detached  at  an  early  period  from  the  parent 
stock,  and  for  thousands  of  years  holding  but  little  intercourse 
with  other  branches  of  the  human  family,  we  are  able  to 
ascertain  with  a  good  degree  of  precision  those  ideas  which 
constituted  their  original  inheritance,  and  to  trace  in  history 
the  development  or  corruption  of  their  primitive  beliefs.  Mid- 
way in  their  long  career,  importing  from  India  an  exotic  sys- 
tem, and  more  recently  coming  in  contact  with  Mahometan- 
ism  and  Christianity,  we  are  enabled  to  observe  the  manner  in 
which  their  indigenous  creeds  have  been  affected  or  modified 
by  foreign  elements. 

In  their  long  experience,  each  of  the  leading  systems  has 
been  fairly  tested.  The  arena  has  been  large  enough,  and  the 
duration  of  the  experiment  long  enough,  to  admit  of  each 
system  working  out  its  full  results ;  and  these  experiments  are 
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of  the  greater  valne,  because  they  have  been  wrought  out  in 
the  midst  of  a  highly  organized  society,  and  in  connection 
with  a  high  degree  of  intellectual  culture. 

In  their  views  and  practices,  the  Chinese  of  to-day  are  poly- 
theistic and  idolatrous.  The  evidence  of  this  strikes  the  atten- 
tion of  the  voyager  on  every  hand.  In  the  sanpan^  that 
carries  him  to  the  shore,  he  discovers  a  small  shrine,  which 
contains  an  image  of  the  river  god,  the  god  of  wealth,  or 
Kwanyiny  the  goddess  of  mercy.  His  eye  is  charmed  by  the 
picturesqueness  of  pagodas  perched  on  mountain  crags,  and 
monasteries  nestling  in  sequestered  dells;  and,  on  entering 
even  a  small  town,  he  is  surprised  at  the  extent  if  not  the 
magnificence  of  temples  erected  to  Chenghwang,  the  "  city 
Defender,"  and  Confucius,  the  patron  of  letters.  Heaps  of 
gilt  paper  are  consumed  in  the  streets,  accompanied  by  volleys 
of  fire-crackers.  Bonzes  modulating  their  voices  with  the 
sound  of  a  wooden  rattle  fill  the  air  with  their  melancholy 
chant ;  and  processions  wind  through  narrow  lanes,  bearing  on 
their  shoulders  a  silver  etfigy  of  the  "dragon  king,"  the  god 
of  rain. 

These  temples,  images,  and  symbols,  he  is  informed,  all 
belong  to  San  kiau^  three  religions.  All  three  are  equally  idola- 
trous, and  he  inquires  in  vain  for  any  influential  native  sect, 
which,  more  enlightened  or  philosophical  than  the  rest,  raises 
a  protest  against  the  prevailing  superstition.  Yet,  on  acquir- 
ing the  language  and  studying  the  popular  superstitions  in 
their  myriad  fantastic  shapes,  he  begins  to  discover  traces  of  a 
religious  sentiment,  deep  and  real,  which  is  not  connected 
with  any  of  the  objects  of  popular  worship — a  veneration  for 
Tien  or  Heaven,  and  a  belief  that  in  the  visible  haavens  there 
resides  some  vague  power,  who  provides  for  the  wants  of  men, 
and  rewards  them  according  to  their  deeds. 

Personified  as  Lautienye — not  heavenly  father,  as  it  ex- 
presses the  Christian's  conception  of  combined  tenderness  and 
majesty,  but  literally  *'  Old  Father  Heaven,"  niuch  as  we  say 
**  Old  Father  Time ;"  or  designated  by  a  hundred  other  appel- 
lations, this  august  but  unknown  Being,  though  universally 
acknowledged,  is  invoked  or  worshiped  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent.     Some,   at  the  close   of  the  year,  present  a  thank- 
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offering  to  the  Great  Power  who  has  controlled  the  course  of 
its  events ;  others  burn  a  stick  of  incense  every  evening 
under  the  open  sky  ;  and  in  the  marriage  ceremony,  all  classes 
bow  down  before  Tien  as  the  first  of  the  five  objects  of  vene- 
ration.* 

When  taxed  with  ingratitude  in  neglecting  to  honor  that 
Being  on  whom  they  depend  for  existence,  the  Chinese  uni- 
formly reply — "  It  is  not  ingratitude,  but  reverence,  that  pre- 
vents our  worship.  He  is  too  great  for  us  to  worship.  None 
but  the  Emperor  is  worthy  to  lay  an  offering  on  the  altar  of 
Heaven."  In  conformity  with  this  sentiment,  the  Emperor, 
as  the  high  priest  and  mediator  of  his  people,  celebrates  in 
Peking  the  worship  of  Heaven  with  imposing  ceremonies. 

Within  the  gates  of  the  southern  division*  of  the  capital, 
and  surrounded  by  a  sacred  grove  so  extensive  that  the  silence 
of  its  deep  shades  is  never  broken  by  the  noises  of  the  busy 
world,  stands  the  Temple  of  Heaven.  It  consists  of  a  single 
tower,  whose  tiling  of  resplendent  azure  is  intended  to  repre- 
sent the  form  and  color  of  the  aerial  vault.  It  contains  no 
image,  and  the  solemn  rites  are  not  performed  within  the 
tower ;  but,  on  a  marble  altar  which  stands  before  it,  a  bullock 
is  offered  once  a  year  as  a  burnt  sacrifice,  while  the  master  of 
the  Empire  prostrates  himself  in  adoration  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Universe. 

This  is  the  high  place  of  Chinese  devotion  ;  and  the  thought- 
ful visitor  feels  that  he  ought  to  tread  its  courts  with  unsan- 
daled  feet.  For  no  vulgar  idolatry  has  entered  here — this 
mountain  top  still  stands  above  the  waves  of  corruption,  and 
on  this  solitary  altar  there  still  rests  a  faint  ray  of  the  prime- 
val faith.  The  tablet  which  represents  the  invisible  Deity  is 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  Shangto,  the  Supreme  Kuler;  and 
as  we  contemplate  the  Majesty  of  the  Empire  prostrate  before 
it,  while  the  smoke  ascends  from  his  burning  sacrifice,  our 
thoughts  are  irresistibly  carried  back  to  the  time  when  the 
King  of  Salem  officiated  as  "  Priest  of  the  Most  High  God." 

The  two  characters  yu  and  hwang^  which  are  prefixed  to  the 
title  of  Shangte,  do  indeed  betray  the  fact,  that  the  simple 

*  The  other  four  are  the  earth,  the  prince,  parents,  and  teacher& 
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grandeur  of  the  original  idea  has  been  somewhat  aflTected  by 
the  influence  of  Tauism  ;  still,  the  other  two  characters  point 
back  unmistakably  to  the  object  of  China's  earliest  and  purest 
devotion. 

The  writings  and  the  institutions  of  the  Chinese  are  not 
like  those  of  the  Hindoos  and  the  Hebrews,  pervaded  with  the 
idea  of  God.  It  is,  nevertheless,  expressed  in  their  ancient 
books  with  so  much  clearness  as  to  make  us  wonder  and 
lament  that  it  has  left  so  faint  an  impression  on  the  national 
mind. 

In  their  books  of  History,  it  is  recorded  that  mnsic  was 
invented  for  the  praise  of  Shangte.  Rival  claimants  for  the 
throne  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  Shangte.  He  is  the  arbiter 
of  nations,  and,  while  actuated  by  benevolence,  is  yet  capable 
of  being  provoked  to  wrath  by  the  iniquities  of  men.  In  the 
Book  of  Changes  he  is  repre-ented  as  restoring  life  to  torpid 
nature  on  the  return  of  Spring.  In  the  Book  of  Rites  it  is 
said  that  the  ancients  "  prayed  for  grain  to  Shangte,"  and 
presented  in  offering  a  bullock,  which  must  be  without  blem- 
ish, and  stall-fed  for  three  months  before  the  day  of  sacrifice. 
In  the  Book  of  Odes,  mostly  composed  from  eight  hundred  to 
a  thousand  years  before  the  Christian  era,  and  containing 
fragments  of  still  higher  antiquity,  Shangte  is  represented  as 
seated  on  a  lofty  throne,  while  the  spirits  of  the  good  "  walk 
up  and  down  on  his  right  and  left." 

In  none  of  these  writings  is  Shangte  clothed  in  the  human 
form  and  debased  by  human  passion  like  the  Zeus  of  the 
Greeks.  There  is  in  them  even  less  of  anthropomorphism 
than  we  find  in  the  representations  of  Jehovah  in  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures.  The  nearest  approach  to  exhibiting  him  in  the 
human  form,  is  the  ascription  to  Shangte  of  a  "  huge  foot- 
print," probably  an  iuipression  on  some  mass  of  rock.  But 
how  far  the  conception  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  was  removed 
from  gross  materialism,  may  be  inferred  from  that  line  in  one 
of  the  ancient  Odes,  Shangte  wu  sheng  wu  hiu — "  God  has  no 
voice  or  odor,"  i.  e.  he  is  imperceptible  by  the  senses.  And 
the  philosopher  Chuhe  sajs  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Ancient 
Classics,  that  "  Shangte  is  7-^,"  i.  e.  a  principle  of  nature. 
Educated  Chinese  (for  instance  the  celebrated  Seu)  on  em- 
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bracing  Christianity,  assert  that  the  Shangte  of  their  fathers 
was  identical  with  the  Tienchu,  the  Lord  of  Heaven,  whom 
they  are  taught  to  worship. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  need  of  an  extended  argument,  even  if 
our  space  would  admit  of  it,  to  establish  the  fact,  that  the 
early  Chinese  were  by  no  means  destitute  of  the  knowledge  of 
God.  They  did  not,  indeed,  know  him  as  the  Creator,  but  they 
recognized  him  as  supreme  in  providence,  and  without  begin- 
ning or  end. 

Whence  came  this  conception  ?  Was  it  the  mature  result  of 
ages  of  speculation,  or  was  it  brought  down  from  remote 
antiquity  on  the  stream  of  patriarchal  tradition  ?  The  latter, 
we  think,  is  the  only  probable  hypothesis.  In  the  earlier 
books  of  the  Chinese,  there  is  no  trace  of  speculative  inquiry. 
They  raise  no  question  as  to  the  nature  of  Shangte,  or  the 
grounds  of  their  faith  in  such  a  being,  but  in  their  first  pages 
allude  to  him  as  already  well  known,  and  speak  of  burnt  offer- 
ings made  to  him  on  mountain  tops,  as  an  established  rite. 
Indeed,  the  idea  of  Shangte,  when  it  first  meets  us,  is  not  in 
the  process  of  development,  but  already  in  the  first  stages  of 
decay.  The  beginnings  of  that  idolatry,  by  which  it  was  sub- 
sequently almost  obliterated,  are  distinctly  traceable.  The 
heavenly  bodies,  the  spirits  of  the  hills  and  rivers,  and  even 
the  spirits  of  deceased  men,  were  admitted  to  a  share  in  the 
divine  honors  of  Shangte.  The  religious  sentiment  was  fritter- 
ed away  by  being  directed  to  a  multiplicity  of  objects,  and 
the  popular  mind  seemed  to  take  refuge  auiong  the  creatures 
of  its  own  fancy,  as  Adam  did  amidst  the  trees  of  the  garden, 
from  the  terrible  idea  of  a  holy  God.  A  debasing  superstition 
became  universal.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  prior  to  the 
rise  of  the  Three  Religions. 

In  order  to  understand  the  mutual  relations  of  these  three 
systems — in  other  words,  to  understand  the  religious  aspects  of 
China  at  the  present  day,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  separate 
attention  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  each.  We  begin  with 
Confucianism. 

There  are  two  classes  of  great  men,  who  leave  their  mark 
on  the  condition  of  their  species — those  who  change  the  course 
of  history,  without  any  far-reaching  purpose,  much  as  a  fall- 
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ing  cliff  changes  the  direction  of  a  stream  ;  and  those,  again, 
who,  like  skillful  engineers,  excavate  a  channel  for  the  thought 
of  future  generations.  Preeminent  among  the  latter  stands 
the  name  of  Confucius.  Honored,  during  his  life-time,  to 
such  a  degree,  that  the  princes  of  several  states  lamented  his 
decease  like  that  of  a  father,  his  influence  has  deepened  with 
time  and  extended  with  the  swelling  multitudes  of  his  people. 
Budhism  and  Tauism  both  give  signs  of  decay,  but  the  influ- 
ence and  the  memory  of  Confucius  continue  as  green  as  the 
cypresses  that  shade  his  tomb.  After  the  lapse  of  three 
and  twenty  centuries,  he  has  a  temple  in  every  city,  and  an 
efiigy  in  every  school  room.  He  is  venerated  as  the  fountain 
of  wisdom  by  all  the  votaries  of  letters,  and  worshiped  by  the 
mandarins  of  the  realm,  as  the  author  of  their  civil  polity. 
The  estimation  in  which  his  teachin|2:s  continue  to  be  held,  is 
well  exhibited  in  the  reply  which  the  people  of  Shantung,  his 
native  province,  gave  to  a  missionary,  who,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  offered  them  Christian  books :  "  We  have  seen  your 
books,"  said  they,  "  and  neither  desire  nor  approve  of  them. 
In  the  instructions  of  our  sage,  we  have  sufficient,  and  they 
arc  superior  to  any  foreign  doctrines  that  you  can  bring  us." 

Born  B.  C.  551,  and  endowed  with  uncommon  talents.  Con- 
fucius  was  far  from  relying  on  the  fertility  of  his  own  genius. 
'*  Reading  without  thought  is  fruitless,  and  thought  without 
reading  idle,"  is  a  maxim  which  he  taught  his  disciples,  and 
one  which  he  had  doubtless  followed  in  the  formation  of  his 
own  mind.  China  already  possessed  accumulated  treasures  of 
literature  and  history.  With  these  materials  he  stored  his 
memory,  and  by  the  aid  of  reflection  digested  them  into  a  sys- 
tem for  the  use  of  posterity. 

Filled  with  enthusiasm  by  the  study  of  the  ancients,  and 
mourning  over  the  degeneracy  of  his  own  times,  he  entered  at 
an  early  age  on  the  vocation  of  reformer.  He  at  first  sought 
to  effect  his  objects  by  obtaining  civil  office,  and  setting  an  ex- 
ample of  good  governmert;  as  well  as  by  giving  instruction  to 
those  who  became  his  disciples.  At  tho  age  of  fifty-five,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  premiership  of  his  native  state ;  and  in  a 
few  months,  the  improvement  in  the  public  morals  was  mani- 
fest.    Valuables  might  be  exposed  in  the  street  without  being 
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stolen,  and  shepherds  abandoned  the  practice  of  filling  their 
sheep  with  water  before  leading  them  to  market. 

Tlie  circnmstance  that  led  him  to  renounce  political  hTe,  is 
worth  recording.  The  little  kingdom  of  Lu  grew  apace  in 
wealth  and  prosperity,  and  the  princes  of  rival  states,  in  order 
to  prevent  its  acquiring  an  ascendency  in  the  politics  of  the 
empire,  felt  it  necessary  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  wise 
legislator.  Resorting  to  a  stratagem  similar  to  that  which 
Louis  XIV.  employed  with  Charles  II.,  they  sent  to  the  prince 
of  Lu,  instead  of  brave  generals  or  astute  statesmen,  a  band  of 
beautiful  girls  who  were  skilled  in  music  and  dancing.  The 
prince,  young  and  amorous,  was  caught  in  the  snare,  and  giv- 
ing the  reins  to  pleasure  abandoned  all  the  schemes  of  reform 
with  which  he  had  been  inspired  by  the  counsels  of  the  sage. 
Disappointed  and  disgusted,  Confucius  retired  into  private 
life. 

Thwarted,  as  he  had  often  been,  by  royal  pride  and  oflScial 
jealousy,  he  henceforth  endeavored  to  attain  his  ends  by  a  less 
direct  but  more  certain  method.  He  devoted  himself  more  than 
ever  to  the  instruction  of  youth.  His  fame  attracted  young 
men  of  promise  from  all  the  surrounding  principalities.  No 
fewer  than  three  thousand  received  his  instructions,  among 
whom  five  hundred  became  distinguished  mandarins,  and 
seventy-two  of  them  are  enrolled  on  the  list  of  the  sages  of  the 
empire.  Through  these  and  the  books  which  he  edited  subse- 
quent to  this  period,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  exerted  a 
greater  influence  on  the  destinies  of  the  empire  than  he  could 
have  done  had  he  been  seated  on  the  imperial  throne.  He 
won  for  himself  the  title  of  Su  Wang^  "  the  unsceptered  mon- 
arch," whose  intellectual  sway  is  acknowledged  by  all  ages. 

Confucius  understood  the  power  of  proverbs,  and  incorpo- 
rating into  his  system  such  as  met  his  approval,  he  cast  his 
own  teachings  in  the  same  mould.  His  speeches  are  laconic 
and  oracular,  and  he  has  transmitted  to  posterity  a  body  of 
political  ethics,  expressed  in  formulae  so  brief  and  comprehen- 
sive, that  it  may  easily  be  retained  in  the  weakest  memory. 
Thus,  huin  chiengfu  Uzfu  fu  hiungte  pung  yiu.  are  ten  syl- 
lables which  every  boy  in  China  has  at  his  tongue's  end.  They 
contain  the  entire  frame-work  of  the  social  fabric — the  "  five 
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relations"  of  sovereign  and  subject,  parent  and  child,  husband 
and  wife,  brother  and  brother,  friend  and  friend,  which, 
according  to  the  Chinese,  comprehend  the  whole  duty  of  man 
as  a  social  being.  And  the  five  cardinal  virtues,  benevolence, 
justice,  order,  prudence,  and  fidelity,  so  essential  to  the  well- 
being  of  society,  Confucius  inculcated  in  the  five  syllables, 
jen  I  le  che  sin. 

The  following  sentences,  taken  from  his  miscellaneous  dis- 
courses, may  serve  as  illustrations  of  both  the  style  and  matter 
of  his  teachings : 

'*  Good  government  consists  in  making  the  prince  a  prince, 
the  subject  a  subject,  the  parent  a  parent,  and  the  child  a 
child." 

"  Beware  of  doing  to  another  what  you  would  not  that 
•others  should  do  to  you." 

"  He  that  is  not  offended  at  being  misunderstood,  is  a  supe- 
rior man." 

"  Have  no  friend  who  is  inferior  to  yourself  in  virtue." 

*'  Be  not  afraid  to  correct  a  fault — He  that  knows  the  right 
and  fears  to  do  it  is  not  a  brave  man." 

"  If  you  guide  the  people  by  laws  and  enforce  the  laws  by 
punishment,  they  will  lose  the  sense  of  shame  and  seek  to 
evade  them :  but  if  you  guide  them  by  a  virtuous  example 
and  diffuse  among  rhem  a  love  of  order,  they  will  be  ashamed 
to  transgress." 

"To  know  what  we  know,  and  to  know  what  we  do  not 
know,  is  knowledge." 

"  We  know  not  life,  how  can  we  know  death  ?" 

"  If  I  should  say  the  soul  survives  the  body,  I  fear  the  filial 
would  neglect  their  living  parents  in  their  zeal  to  serve  tlieir 
deceased  ancestors.  And  if  I  should  say  the  soul  does  not 
survive  the  body,  I  fear  lest  the  unfilial  should  throw  away  the 
bodies  of  their  parents  and  leave  them  nnbnried." 

"The  filial  son  is  one  who  gives  his  parents  no  anxiety  but 
for  his  health." 

Filial  piety,  Confucius  taught,  is  not  merely  a  domestic 
virtue,  but  diffuses  its  influence  through  all  the  actions  of  life. 
A  son  who  disgraces  his  parents  in  any  way  is  unfilial, — one 
who  maltreats  a  brother  or  a  relative,  forgetful  of  the  bonds  of 
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a  common  parentage,  is  nnfilial.  This  powerful  motive  is  thus 
rendered  expansive  in  its  application  like  piety  to  God  in  the 
Christian  system,  for  which,  indeed,  it  serves  as  a  partial  sub- 
stitute. It  is  beautifully  elaborated  in  the  Riao  hing^  the 
most  popular  of  the  Thirteen  Classics. 

Virtue,  Confucius  taught  with  Aristotle,  is  the  mean  be- 
tween two  vices,  and  this  theory  is  developed  by  his  grandson 
in  the  Chungyung^  the  sublimest  of  the  Sacred  Books. 

The  secret  of  good  government,  he  taught,  consists  in  the 
cultivation  of  personal  virtue  on  the  part  of  the  rulers ;  and 
the  connection  between  private  morals  and  national  politics  is 
well  set  forth  in  the  Ta  hio^  or  Great  Study. 

Tliis  brief  tractate  is  the  only  formal  composition,  with  the 
exception  of  an  outline  of  history,  which  the  great  sage  put 
forth  as  the  product  of  his  own  pen.  "  I  am  an  editor,  and 
not  an  author,"  is  the  modest  account  which  he  gives  of  him- 
self, and  it  is  mainly  to  his  labors  in  this  department  that 
China  is  indebted  for  her  knowledge  of  antecedent  antiquity. 

The  spirit  in  which  he  discharged  this  double  duty  to  the 
past  and  future  may  be  inferred  from  the  impressive  ceremony 
with  which  he  concluded  his  great  task.  Assembling  his  dis- 
ciples, he  led  them  to  the  summit  of  a  neighboring  hill,  where 
sacrifices  were  usually  oftered.  Here  he  erected  an  »ltar,  and 
placing  on  it  the  edition  of  the  sacred  books,  which  he  had 
just  completed,  the  gray-haired  philosopher,  now  seventy 
years  of  age,  fell  on  his  knees,  devoutly  returned  thanks  for 
having  had  life  and  strength  granted  him  to  accomplish  that 
laborious  undertaking,  at  the  same  time  imploring  that  the 
benefit  his  countrymen  would  receive  from  it  might  not  be 
small.  "Chinese  pictures,"  says  Pauthier,  "represent  the 
sage  in  the  attitude  of  supplication,  and  a  beam  of  light  or  a 
rainbow  descending  on  the  sacred  volumes,  while  his  disciples 
stand  around  him  in  admiring  wonder." 

Thales  expired  about  the  time  Confucius  drew  his  infant 
breath,  and  Pythagoras  was  his  coritempomry ;  but  the  only 
names  among  the  Greeks  which  admit  of  comparison  with 
that  of  Confucius,  are  Socrates  and  Aristotle,  the  former  of 
whom  revolutionized  the  philosophy  of  Greece,  and  the  latter 
ruled  the  dialectics  of  mediaeval  Europe.     Without  the  disciir- 
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sive  eloquence  of  the  one  or  the  logical  acumen  of  the  other, 
Confucius  surpassed  them  both  in  practical  wisdom,  and 
exceeds  them  immeasurably  in  the  depth,  extent,  and  perma- 
nence of  his  influence. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  when  missionaries  attempt  to  direct 
their  attention  to  the  Saviour,  the  Chinese  point  to  Confucius 
and  challenge  comparison;  nor  that  they  should  sometimes 
fail  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arguments  employed  to  establish 
the  superiority  of  Jesus  Christ.  But  the  thoughtful  Christian, 
who  has  studied  the  canonical  books  of  China,  can  hardly  re- 
turn to  the  perusal  of  the  New  Testament  without  a  deeper 
conviction  of  its  divine  authority.  In  the  Confucian  classics 
he  detects  none  of  that  impurity  which  defiles  the  pages  of 
Greek  and  Roman  authors,  and  none  of  that  monstrous  my- 
thology which  constitutes  so  large  a  portion  of  the  sacred 
books  of  the  Hindoos,  but  he  discovers  defects  enough  to 
make  him  turn  with  gratitude  to  the  revelations  of  the  *'  Teach- 
er sent  from  God." 

Disgusted  at  the  superstitions  of  the  vulgar,  and  desirous 
of  guarding  his  followers  against  similar  excesses,  Confucius 
led  them  into  the  opposite  extreme  of  scepticism.  He  ignored, 
if  he  did  not  deny,  those  cardinal  doctrines  of  all  religion,  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  personal  existence  of  God, 
both  of  which  were  currently  received  in  his  day.  In  place 
of  ShangUj  "  Supreme  Ruler,"  the  name  under  which  the 
God  of  Nature  had  been  worshiped  in  earlier  ages,  he  made 
use  of  the  vague  appellation  T^ien^  "Heaven;"  thus  opening 
the  way  on  the  one  hand  for  that  atheism  with  which  their 
modern  philosophy  is  so  deeply  infected ;  and,  on  the  other, 
for  that  idolatry  which  nothing  but  the  doctrine  of  a  pergonal 
God  can  effectually  counteract.  When  his  pupilo  proposed  in- 
quiries respecting  a  future  state,  he  either  discouraged  them  or 
answered  ambiguously,  and  thus  deprived  his  own  precepts  of 
the  support  they  might  have  derived  from  the  sanctions  of  a 
coming  retribution. 

We  may  add,  that  while  his  writings  abound  in  the  praises 
of  virtue,  not  a  line  can  be  found  inculcating  the  pursuit  of 
truth.  Expediency,  not  truth,  is  the  goal  of  his  system.  Con- 
trast with  this  the  gospel  of  Christ,  which  pronounces  him  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  The  Three  Religions  of  China.  233 

only  freeman  whom  the  "  truth  makes  free,"  and  promises  to 
his  followers  '*  the  Spirit  of  Truth  "  as  his  richest  legacy. 

The  style  of  Confucius  was  an  ipse-dixit  dogmatism,  and  it 
has  left  its  impress  on  the  unreasoning  habit  of  the  Cliinese 
mind.  Jesus  Christ  appealed  to  evidence  and  challenged  in- 
quiry, and  this  characteristic  of  our  religion  has  shown  itself 
in  the  mental  development  of  Christian  nations.  Nor  is  the 
contrast  less  striking  in  another  point.  lUiue  dicta^  hvjua 
facta  laudantur^  to  borrow  the  words  of  Tully  in  comparing 
Cato  with  Socrates.  Confucius  selected  disciples  who  should 
be  the  depositories  of  his  teachings ;  Christ  chose  apostles  who 
should  be  witnesses  of  his  actions.  Confucius  died  lamenting 
that  the  edifice  he  had  labored  so  long  to  erect,  was  crumbling 
to  ruin.  Christ's  death  was  the  crowning  act  of  his  lite ;  and 
his  last  words,  "  it  is  finished." 

It  was  a  philosophy,  not  a  religion,  that  Confucius  aimed  to 
propagate.  ''  Our  Master,"  say  his  disciples,  "  spake  little 
concerning  the  gods."  He  preferred  to  confine  his  teachings 
to  the  more  tangible  realities  of  human  life;  but  so  far  from 
setting  himself  to  reform  the  vulgar  superstition,  he  conformed 
to  its  silly  ceremonies  and  enjoined  the  same  course  on  his  dis- 
ciples. "  Treat  the  gods  with  respect,"  he  said  to  them,  but, 
he  added,  in  terms  which  leave  no  ambiguity  in  the  meaning 
of  the  precept,  "  keep  them  at  a  distance,"  or,  rather,  *'  keep 
out  of  their  way."  A  cold  sneer  was  not  suflicient  to  wither 
or  eradicate  the  existing  idolatry,  and  the  teachings  of  Confu- 
cius gave  authority  and  prevalence  to  many  idolatrous  usages 
which  were  only  partially  current  before  his  day.  Confu- 
cianism now  stands  forth  as  the  leading  religion  of  the  empire. 

Its  objects  of  worship  are  of  three  classes — the  powers  of 
nature,  ancestors,  and  heroes. 

Originally  recognizing  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  personal 
Deity,  it  has  degenerated  into  a  pantheistic  medley,  and  ren- 
ders worship  to  an  impersonal  animamundiy  under  the  leading 
forms  of  visible  nature.  Besides  the  concrete  universe,  sepa- 
rate honors  are  paid  to  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars ;  mountains, 
rivers,  and  lakes. 

Of  all  their  religious  observances,  the  worship  of  ancestors 
is  that  which  the   Chinese  regard   as   the  most  sacred.     As 
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uiEneas  obtained  the  name  of  "  pius "  in  honor  of  his  filial 
devoticn,  so  the  Chinese  idea  of  piety  rises  no  higher.  The 
Emperor,  according  to  the  Confucian  school,  may  worship  the 
Spirit  of  the  Universe,  but  for  his  subjects  it  is  sufficient  that 
each  present  oiferings  to  the  spirits  of  his  own  ancestors. 
These  rites  are  performed  either  at  the  family  tombs  or  in  the 
family  temple,  where  wooden  tablets,  inscribed  with  their 
names,  are  preserved  as  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
and  worshiped  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  the  popular 
idols. 

The  class  of  deified  heroes  comprehends  illustrious  sages, 
eminent  sovereigns,  faithfiil  statesmen,  valiant  warriors,  filial 
sons,  and  public  benefactors — Confucius  himself  occupying 
the  first  place,  and  constituting,  as  the  Chinese  say,  '•  one  of  a 
trinity  with  Heaven  and  Earth." 

Like  Confucianism,  Tauism  is  indigenous  to  China,  and 
coeval  with  the  former  in  its  origin,  it  was  also  coheir  to  the 
mixed  inheritance  of  good  and  evil  contained  in  the  more 
ancient  creeds.  The  Tauists  derive  their  name  from  Tau^ 
^^Keason,"  and  call  themselves  Rationalists,  but  with  a  mar- 
velous show  of  profundity  nothing  can  be  more  irrational  than 
their  doctrine  and  practice  Their  founder,  Li-erly  appears  to 
have  possessed  a  great  mind,  and  to  have  caught  glimpses  of 
several  sublime  truths  ;  but  he  has  been  sadly  misrepresented 
by  his  degenerate  followers.  He  lived  in  the  sixth  century 
B.  C,  and  was  contemporary  with,  but  older  than  Confucius. 
So  great  was  the  fame  of  his  wisdom  that  the  latter  philoso- 
pher sought  his  instructions;  but, differing  from  him  in  mental 
mould  as  widely  as  Aristotle  did  from  Plato,  he  could  not 
relish  the  boldness  of  his  speculations  or  the  vague  obscurity 
of  his  stjle.  He  never  repeated  his  visit,  though  he  always 
spoke  of  him  with  respect  and  even  with  admirati«^n. 

Lautsz,  the  "  old  Master,"  is  the  appellation  by  which  the 
great  Tauist  is  commonly  known,  and  was  probably  given  him 
during  his  lifetime  to  distinguish  him  from  his  younger  rival. 
Tlie  rendering  of  "  old  child  "  is  no  more  to  be  received  than 
the  fiction  of  eighty  years'  gestation  invented  to  account  for  it. 

Lautsz  bequeathed  his  doctrines  to  posterity  in  "  five  thou- 
sand words,"  which  compose  the  Tau  ieh  king,  the  Rule  of 
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Beason  and  Virtue.  In  expression  this  work  is  extremely 
sententious ;  and  in  the  form  of  its  composition  semi-poetical. 
It  abounds  in  acute  apothegms,  and  some  of  its  passages  rise 
to  the  character  of  sublimity  ;  but  so  incoherent  are  its  con- 
tents, that  it  is  impossible  for  any  literal  interpretation  to 
form  them  into  a  system.  Its  inconsistencies,  however,  readily 
yield  to  that  universal  solvent — the  hypothesis  of  a  mystical 
meaning  underlying  the  letter  of  the  text.  The  following 
passage  appears  to  embody  some  obscure  but  lofty  concei)tions 
of  the  True  God  : 

"  That  which  is  invisible  is  called  ye^ 
That  which  is  inaudible  is  called  he^ 
That  which  is  impalpable  is  called  wei^ 
These  three  are  inscrutable,  and  blended  in  one; 
The  first  is  not  the  brighter ;  nor  the  last  the  darker. 
It  is   interminable,    ineffable,    and  existed  when    there  was 

nothing. — 
A  shape  without  shape,  a  form  without  form, 
A  confounding  mystery  I 
Go  back,  you  cannot  discover  its  beginning. 
Go  forward,  you  cannot  find  its  end. 
Take  the  ancient  Reason,  to  govern  the  present, 
And  you  will  know  the  origin  of  old. 
Tliis  is  the  first  principle  of  TauP 

Some  European  scholars  discover  here  a  notion  of  the 
Trinity,  and  combining  the  syllables  ye^  Iie^  and  wei^  for  which 
process,  however,  they  are  unable  to  assign  any  very  good 
reason,  they  obtain  yehewei^  which  they  accept  as  a  distorted 
representation  of  the  name  Jehovah.  Lautsz  traveled  in 
countries  to  the  west  of  China,  where  it  was  supposed  he  may 
have  met  with  Jews,  and  learned  from  them  the  name  and 
nature  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be 
in  these  conjectures,  it  is  certain  that  some  native  commenta- 
tors recognize  in  the  passage  a  description  of  Shangte,  the 
God  of  the  Chinese  patriarchs ;  and  the  three  syllables,  of 
which  the  name  is  composed,  are  admitted  to  have  no  assigna- 
ble meaning  in  the  Chinese  language. 

Here  we  find  a  connection  between  the  degenerate  philoso- 
phy of  after  ages,  and  the  pure  fountain  of  primeval  truth. 
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In  fact,  this  very  Shangte,  though  they  have  debased  the 
name  by  bestowing  it  on  a  whole  class  of  their  Dii  superior es^ 
is  still  enthroned  on  the  summit  of  the  Tauist  Olympus,  with 
ascriptions  more  expressive  of  his  absolute  divinity  than  any 
to  be  met  with  in  the  canonical  books  of  the  Confucian  school. 
At  the  head  of  their  Theogony  stands  the  triad  of  the  San 
tsing^  the  "Three  Pure"  ones;  the  first  of  whom  is  styled 
"  The  mysterious  sovereign,  who  has  no  superior ;"  "  the  self- 
existent  source  and  beginning,"  the  "honored  one  of  Heaven." 

He  is  said  to  have  created  the  "  three  worlds ;"  to  have  pro- 
duced men  and  gods,  to  have  set  the  stars  in  motion,  and 
caused  the  planets  to  revolve.  But,  alas!  this  catalogue  of 
sublime  titles  and  divine  attributes  is  the  epitaph  of  a  buried 
faith.  The  Tauists  persuaded  themselves  that  this  August 
Being,  wrapped  in  the  solitude  of  his  own  perfections,  had 
delegated  the  government  of  the  universe  to  a  subordinate, 
whom  they  style  Tu  hwang  Shangte.  The  former  has  dwin- 
dled into  an  inoperative  idea,  the  latter  is  recognized  as  the 
actual  God ;  and  this  deity,  who  plays  mayor  of  the  palace  to 
a  roifaineam,t  is  regarded  as  the  apotheosis  of  a  mortal  by  the 
name  of  Chang,  an  ancestor  of  the  present  hierarch  of  the 
Tauist  religion.  It  is  painful,  after  discoursing  to  them  of  the 
attributes  of  the  True  God,  to  hear  the  people  exclaim,  "  that 
is  our  Tuhwang  Shangte." 

In  its  philosophy,  this  school  is  radically  and  thoroughly 
materialistic.  The  soul  itself  they  regard  as  a  material  sub- 
stance, though  of  a  more  refined  quality  than  the  body  it  in- 
habits. Liable  to  dissolution,  together  with  the  body,  it  may 
be  rendered  capable  of  surviving  the  wreck  by  undergoing  a 
previous  discipline ;  and  even  the  body  is  capable  of  becom- 
ing invulnerable  by  the  stroke  of  death,  so  that  the  ethereal- 
ized  form  will,  instead  of  being  laid  in  the  grave,  be  wafted 
away  to  the  abodes  of  the  genii.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to 
represent  the  extent  to  which  this  idea  fired  the  minds  of  the 
Chinese  for  ages  after  its  promulgation,  or  to  estimate  the  mag- 
nitude of  its  consequences.  The  prospect  of  a  corporeal  im- 
mortality had  for  them  attractions  far  stronger  than  a  shadowy 
existence  in  the  land  of  spirits ;  and  they  sought  it  with  an 
eagerness  amounting  to  frenzy.     The  elixir  of  life  became  the 
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grand  object  of  pursuit,  and  alchemy,  with  its  foolish  failures 
and  grand  achievements,  sprang  directly  from  the  religion 
of  Tan. 

The  leading  principle  of  Tauisra,  of  which  their  dogma  con- 
cerning the  human  soul  is  only  a  particular  api»lication,  is  that 
every  species  of  matter  possesses  a  suul — a  subtile  essence  en- 
dowed with  individual  conscious  life.  Freed  from  their 
grosser  elements,  these  become  the  genii  that  preside  over  the 
various  departments  of  nature.  Some  wander  at  will  through 
{lie  realms  of  space,  endowed  with  a  protean  facility  of  trans- 
formation— others,  more  pure  and  ethereal,  rise  to  the  regions 
f)f  the  stars,  and  take  their  places  in  the  firmament.  Thus  the 
five  principal  planets  are  called  by  the  names  of  the  "  five 
elements  "  from  which  they  are  believed  to  have  originated, 
and  over  which  they  are  regarded  as  presiding.  The  stars  are 
divinities,  and  their  motions  control  the  destinies  of  men  and 
things — a  notion  which  has  done  much  to  inspire  the  zeal  of 
the  Chinese  for  recording  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens. 

A  theogony  like  this  is  rich  in  the  elements  of  poetry ;  and 
most  of  the  machinery  in  Chinese  works  of  imagination  is  in 
fact  derived  from  this  source.  The  Liauchai^  for  example,  a 
collection  of  marvelous  tales,  which,  in  their  general  char- 
acter may  be  compared  to  the  Metamorphoses  of  Ovid,  is 
largely  founded  on  the  Taouist  Mythology. 

In  accordance  with  the  materialistic  character  of  the  Tau- 
ist  sect,  nearly  all  the  gods  whom  the  Chinese  regard  as  pre- 
siding over  their  material  interests,  originated  with  this  school. 
The  god  of  rain,  the  god  of  fire,  the  god  of  medicine,  the  god 
of  agriculture,  and  the  lares  or  kitchen  gods,  are  among  the 
principal  of  this  c  ass. 

A  system  which  supplies  deities  answering  to  the  leading 
wants  and  desires  of  mankind,  cannot  be  uninfluential;  but, 
in  addition  to  the  strong  motives  that  attract  woi*shipers  to 
their  temples,  the  Tauist  priesthood  possess  two  independent 
sources  of  influence.  They  hold  the  monopoly  of  geomancy  a 
superstitious  art  which  professes  to  select  on  scientific  princi- 
ples those  localities  that  are  most  propitious  for  building  and 
burial ;  and  they  have  succeeded  in  persuading  the  people  that 
they  alone  are  able  to  secure  them  from  annoyance  by  evil 
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spirits.  The  philosophy  of  Tan  has  thus  not  only  given  birth 
to  a  religion,  but  degenerated  into  a  system  of  magical  im- 
posture, presided  over  by  an  arch  magician  who  lives  in 
almost  imperial  state,  and  sways  the  sceptre  over  the  spirits  of 
the  invisible  world  as  the  Emperor  does  over  the  living  popu- 
lation of  the  Empire. 

As  a  religion,  Budhism  seems  to  enjoy  more  of  the  popular 
favor  than  Tauism  ;  though  the  former  professes  to  draw  men 
away  from  the  world  and  its  vanities,  while  the  latter  proffers 
the  blessings  of  health,  wealth,  and  long  life. 

It  is  rarely  that  we  find  a  Budhist  temple  of  any  considera- 
ble reputation,  that  is  not  situated  in  a  locality  distinguished 
for  some  feature  of  its  natural  scenery.  One  situated  in  the 
midst  of  a  dusty  plain,  not  far  from  the  gates  of  Tientsin, 
seemed  to  us,  when  we  first  visited  it,  to  present  a  striking  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule.  Subsequently,  however,  a  brill- 
iant mirage^  which  we  frequently  saw  as  we  approached  the 
temple,  furnished  us  at  once  with  the  explanation  of  its  loca- 
tion and  its  name.  It  is  called  the  temple  of  the  ''  sea  of 
light ;"  and  its  founders  no  doubt  placed  it  there  in  order  that 
the  deceptive  mirage,  which  is  always  visible  in  bright  sQuny 
weather,  might  serve  its  contemplative  inmates  as  a  memento 
of  the  chief  tenet  of  their  philosophy — that  all  things  are  un- 
real, and  human  life  itself  a  shifting  phantasmagoria  of  empty 
shadows. 

Sequestered  valleys  enclosed  by  mountain  peaks,  and  ele- 
vated far  above  the  world  which  they  profess  to  despise,  are 
favorite  seats  for  the  monastic  communities  of  Budhism.  But 
it  is  no  yearning  after  God  that  leads  them  to  court  retire- 
ment ;  nor  is  it  the  adoration  of  Nature's  Author  that  prompts 
them  to  place  their  shrines  in  the  midst  of  his  sublimest 
works.  To  them  the  universe  is  a  vacuum,  and  emptiness  the 
highest  object  of  contemplation. 

Thej^  are  a  strange  paradox — religious  atheists  1  Acknowl- 
edging no  First  Cause  or  Conscious  Ruling  Power,  they  hold 
that  the  human  soul  revolves  perpetually  in  the  urn  of  fate, 
liable  to  endless  ills,  and  enjoying  no  real  good.  As  it  cannot 
cease  to  be,  its  only  resource  against  this  state  of  interminable 
misery  is  the  extinction   of  consciousness — a  remedy   which 
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lies  within  itself,  and  which  they  endeavor  to  attain  by  ascetic 
exercises. 

Their  daily  prayers  consist  of  endless  repetitions,  which  are 
not  expected  to  be  heard  by  the  unconscious  deity  to  whom 
they  are  addressed  ;  but  are  confessedly  designed  merely  to 
exert  a  reflex  influence  on  the  worshiper — i.  e.  to  occupy  the 
mind  with  empty  sounds  and  withdraw  it  from  thought  and 
feeling.  Tama,  one  of  their  saints,  is  said  thus  to  have  sat 
motionless  for  nine  years  with  his  face  to  the  wall ;  not  en- 
gaged, as  a  German  would  conjecture,  in  "  thinking  the  wall," 
but  occupied  with  the  more  difficult  task  of  thinking  nothing 
at  all. 

Those  in  whom  the  discipline  is  completest,  are  believed  to 
have  entered  the  Nirvana — not  an  elysium  of  conscious  enjoy- 
ment, but  a  negative  state  of  exemption  from  pain.  Such  is 
the  condition  of  all  the  Budhas,  who,  though  the  name  is 
taken  to  signify  supreme  intelligence,  are  reduced  to  an 
empty  abstraction  in  a  state  which  is  described  2i,%pu  sh^engpu 
miV,  '^  neither  life  nor  death ;"  and  such  is  the  aspiration  of 
all  their  votaries.  Melancholy  spectacle !  Men  of  acute  minds, 
bewildered  in  the  maze  of  thoir  own  speculations,  and  seeking 
to  attain  perfection  by  stripping  themselves  of  the  attributes  of 
humanity  I 

As  a  philosophy,  Budhism  resembles  stoicism  in  deriving  its 
leading  motive  from  the  fear  of  evil.  But  while  the  latter 
encased  itself  in  panoply  and  standing  in  martial  attitude  de- 
fied the  world  to  spojl  the  treasures  laid  up  in  its  own  bosom, 
the  former  seeks  security  by  emptying  the  soul  of  its  su8ce|)ti- 
bilities  and  leaving  nothing  that  is  capable  of  being  harmed 
or  lost — i.  e.  treating  the  soul  as  Epictetus  is  said  to  have  done 
his  dwelling  house,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be  annoyed  by 
the  visits  of  thieves.  It  dries  up  the  sources  of  life,  wraps  the 
soul  in  the  cerements  of  the  grave,  and  aims  to  convert  a 
living  being  into  a  spiritual  mummy,  which  shall  survive  all 
changes  without  being  affected  by  them. 

This  is  the  spirit  and  these  the  principles  of  esoteric  Bud- 
hism, as  enunciated  by  those  members  of  the  inner  circle, 
whose  wan  cheeks  and  sunken,  rayless  eyes  indicate  that  they 
are  far  advanced  in  the  process  of  self-annihilation.     In  their 
VOL.  xxvni.  16 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


24:0  The  Three  Religions  of  China.  [April, 

external  manifestations  they  vary  with  different  schools  and 
countries,  the  laraas  of  Tartary,  and  the  shamans  of  Ceylon, 
appearing  to  have  little  in  common. 

To  adapt  itself  to  the  comprehension  of  the  masses,  Bad- 
hism  has  personified  its  abstract  conceptions  and  converted 
them  into  divinities,  while  to  pave  the  way  for  its  easier  intro- 
daction,  it  readily  embraces  the  gods  and  heroes  of  each 
country  in  its  comprehensive  pantheon. 

In  China,  the  Nirvana  was  found  to  be  too  subtle  an  idea 
for  popular  contemplation,  and  in  order  to  furnish  the  people 
with  a  more  attractive  object  of  worship,  the  Budhists  brought 
forward  a  Goddess  of  Mercy,  whose  highest  merit  was  that 
having  reached  the  verge  of  Nirvana,  she  declined  to  enter, 
preferring  to  remain  where  she  could  hear  the  cries  and 
succor  the  calamities  of  those  who  were  struggling  with  the 
manifold  evils  of  a  world  of  change.  From  this  circumstance 
she  is  called  the  Tsz^-pei  Kwan-yin^  the  ^^  merciful  goddess 
who  hears  the  prayers  "  of  men. 

This  charming  attribute  meets  a  want  of  humanity,  and 
makes  her  a  favorite  among  the  votaries  of  the  faith.  While 
the  Three  Bndhas  hold  a  more  prominent  position  in  the 
temple,  she  occupies  the  first  place  in  the  hearts  of  their 
worshipers.  Temples  of  a  secondary  class  are  often  devoted 
especially  to  her ;  and  in  the  greater  ones  she  almost  always 
finds  a  shrine  or  corner  where  she  is  represented  with  a 
thousand  hands  ready  to  succor  human  suffering,  or  holding  in 
her  arms  a  beautiful  infant,  and  ready  to  ^confer  the  blessing  of 
offspring  on  her  faithful  worshipers — in  this  last  attitude  re- 
sembling the  favorite  object  of  popular  worship  in  papal  coun- 
tries. 

In  the  Sea-light  Monastery,  above  referred  to,  she  appears  in 
a  large  side  hall,  habited  in  a  cloak,  her  head  encircled  by  an 
inscription  in  gilded  characters,  which  proclaims  her  as  the 
"  goddess  whose  favor  protects  the  second  hirth.^^  This  lan- 
guage seems  to  express  a  Christian  thought;  but  in  reality 
nothing  could  be  more  intensely  pagan.  It  relates  to  the 
transmigration  of  souls,  which  is  the  fundamental  doctrine  of 
the  system ;  and  informs  the  visitor  that  this  is  the  divinity  to 
whom  he  is  to  look  for  protection  in  passing  through  the  suc- 
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cessive  changes  of  his  future  existence.  Within  the  mazes  of 
that  mighty  labyrinth,  there  is  room  for  every  condition  of  life 
OD  earth,  and  for  purgatories  and  paradises  innumerable  besides. 
Beyond  these,  the  common  Budhist  never  looks.  To  earn  by 
works  of  merit — which  play  an  important  part  in  the  modified 
system — the  reversion  of  a  comfortable  mandarinate,  or  a 
place  in  the  ^^  paradise  of  the  western  sky,"  bounds  his  aspira- 
tions. And  to  escape  from  having  their  souls  triturated  in  a 
spiritual  mortar;  or  ground  between  spiritual  millstones  in 
Hades ;  or  avoid  the  doom  of  dwelling  in  the  body  of  a  brute 
on  earth ;  constitutes  with  the  ignorant  the  strongest  motive  to 
deter  them  from  vice — those  and  a  thousand  other  penalties 
being  set  forth  by  pictures  and  rude  casts  to  impress  the  minds 
of  snch  as  are  unable  to  read. 

Budhism  was  little  known  in  China  prior  to  the  year  A.  D. 
66.  At  that  time  the  Emperor  Mingle^  of  the  Han  dynasty, 
is  said  to  have  had  a  remarkable  dream  that  led  to  its  intro- 
daction.  He  had  seen,  he  said  to  his  courtiers,  a  man  of  gold, 
holding  in  his  hand  a  bow  and  two  arrows.  They  recognizing 
in  these  objects  the  elements  of  Fob,  the  name  of  Budha,  as  it 
is  written  in  the  Chinese  language,  and  calling  to  mind  a  say- 
ing ascribed  to  Confucius,  "that  the  Holy  One  is  in  the 
West,"  expounded  the  dream  as  an  intimation  that  the  Budhist 
religion  ought  to  be  introduced  from  India.  Tlie  Embassy 
thus  sent  to  the  West,  by  imperial  command,  in  quest  of  a  for- 
eign religion,  was,  it  is  thought,  incited  by  some  indistinct 
rumor  of  the  appearance  of  our  Saviour  in  Jndea;  and  it  is 
interesting  to  speculate  as  to  what  the  condition  of  China 
might  have  been,  if  the  Embassadors,  instead  of  stopping  in 
India,  had  proceeded  to  Palestine.  As  it  is,  the  success  of 
Budhism  demonstrates  the  possibility  of  a  foreign  faith  taking 
root  in  the  soil  of  China. 

The  San  Kiau,  or  Three  Religions,  have  now  passed  in  re- 
vision. We  have  viewed  them,  however,  owing  to  the  limits 
of  our  space,  only  in  outline,  neither  allowing  ourselves  on  the 
one  hand  to  follow  out  those  superstitious  practices  which 
attach  themselves  to  the  several  schools  like  the  moss  and  ivy 
that  festoon  the  boughs  of  aged  trees,  nor,  on  the  other,  to 
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enter  into  a  minute  investigation  of  those  systems  of  philoso- 
phy in  which  they  have  their  root. 

The  fact  that  each  takes  its  rise  in  a  school  of  philosophy,  is 
significant  of  the  tendencies  of  human  thought. 

The  Confucian  philosophy,  in  its  prominent  characteristics^ 
was  ethical,  occupying  itself  mainly  with  social  relations  and 
civil  duties,  shunning  studiously  all  questions  that  enter  into 
Oiitological  subtleties,  or  partake  of  the  marvelous  and  the 
supernatural. 

The  philosophy  of  Tau,  as  developed  by  the  followers  of 
Lautsze,  if  not  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  left  by  their 
Master,  may  be  characterized  as  physical.  For  the  individual 
it  prescribed  a  physical  discipline ;  and  without  any  concep- 
tion of  true  science,  it  was  filled  with  the  idea  of  inexhaustible 
resources,  hidden  in  the  elements  of  material  nature. 

The  Budhist  philosophy  was  preeminently  metaphysical. 
Originating  with  a  people  who,  far  more  than  the  Chinese,  are 
addicted  tj  abstruse  speculations,  it  occupied  itself  with  subtle 
inquiries  into  the  nature  and  faculties  of  the  human  mind,  the 
veracity  of  its  perceplions,  and  the  grounds  of  our  delusive 
faith  in  the  independent  existence  of  an  external  world. 

These  three  philosophies,  differing  tlius  widely  in  their 
essential  character — one  being  thoroughly  material,  another 
purely  ideal,  and  the  third  repudiating  all  such  questions  and 
holding  itself  neutral  and  indifferent,  yet  exhibit  some  remark- 
able points  of  agreement.  They  agree  in  the  original  omission 
or  negation  of  religious  ideas ;  and  they  coincide  no  less  re- 
markably in  evolving  each,  from  its  negative  basis,  a  system  of 
religion ;  and  in  contributing  each  its  quota  to  the  popular 
idolatry. 

Confucius  "seldom  spoke  of  the  divinities,"  and  taught  his 
disciples  to  "  keep  them  at  a  distance  ;"  and  yet  the  forms  of 
respect,  which  he  enjoined  for  deceased  ancestors,  led  to  their 
virtual  deification,  and  promoted,  if  it  did  not  originate,  the 
national  hero  worship.  Like  the  modern  apostle  of  positiv- 
ism, professing  tooccupy  himself  wholly  with  positive  ideas, — 
like  him,  he  was  unable  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  his  spiritual 
nature  without  having  recourse  to  a  religion  of  humanity. 

The  Budhist  creed  denies  alike  the  reality  of  the  material 
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world  and  the  existence  of  an  overruling  mind ;  yet  it  has 
peopled  an  ideal  universe  with  a  race  of  ideal  gods,  all  of 
whom  are  entities  in  the  belief  of  the  vulgar. 

The  Tauist  creed  acknowledges  no  such  category  as  that  of 
spirit  in  contradistinction  from  matter  ;  jet  it  swarms  heaven 
and  earth  with  tutelar  spirits  whom  the  people  regard  as 
divine. 

We  see  here  a  process  directly  the  reverse  of  that  which 
certain  atheistic  writers  of  modern  Europe  assert  to  be  the 
natural  progress  of  the  human  mind.  According  to  them, 
men  set  out  with  the  belief  of  many  gods,  which  they  at 
length  reduce  to  unity,  and  finally  supersede  by  recognizing 
the  laws  of  nature  as  independent  of  a  personal  administrator. 
The  history  of  China  is  fatal  to  this  theory.  The  worship  of 
one  God  is  the  oldest  form  of  Chinese  religion,  and  idolatry  is 
an  innovation.  Even  now  new  idols  are  constantly  taking 
their  place  in  the  national  pantheon  ;  and  so  strong  is  the 
tendency  in  this  direction,  that  in  every  case  where  philosophy 
has  laid  the  foundation,  idolatry  has  come  in  to  complete  the 
structure. 

It  is  incorrect  to  assert  that  any  one  of  the  San  Kiau  is  a 
State  religion  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others — though  the  Con- 
fucian is  sometimes  so  regarded  on  account  of  its  greater  influ- 
ence with  the  ruling  classes,  and  its  marked  prominence  in 
connection  with  state  ceremonials.  Not  only  are  they  all  re- 
cognized and  tolerated,  but  they  all  share  the  imperial  patron- 
age. The  shrines  of  each  of  the  three  religions  are  often 
erected  by  imperial  munificence  ;  and  their  priests  and  sacred 
rites  provided  for  at  the  imperial  expense  with  impartial 
liberality. 

Not  only  do  they  coexist  without  conflict  in  the  empire,  but 
they  exercise  a  joint  sway  over  almost  every  mind  in  its  im- 
mense population.  It  is  impossible  to  apportion  the  people 
among  these  several  creeds.  They  are  all  Confucians,  all  Bud- 
hists,  all  Tauists.  They  all  reverence  Confucians  and  worship 
their  ancestors — all  participate  in  the  "  feast  of  hungry  ghosts," 
and  employ  the  Budhist  Burial  Service;  and  all  resort  tathe 
magical  devices  of  the  Tauists  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  assaults  of  evil  spirits,  or  secure  ^*  good  luck  "  in  business. 
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They  celebrate  their  marriagee  according  to  the  Coafucian 
rites,  in  bnilding  their  houses,  and  in  cases  of  alarming  illness 
they  ask  the  advice  of  a  Tauist ;  and,  at  death,  thej  commit 
their  sonls  to  the  keeping  of  the  Budhists.  The  people  assert, 
and  with  trnth,  that  these  religions,  originally  three,  have  be- 
come one ;  and  they  are  accnstomed  to  symbolize  this  unity  by 
erecting  San  kiau  ta/ng  temples  of  the  Three  Religions,  in 
which  Laatsze  and  Budha  appear  on  the  right  and  left  of  Con- 
fucius, as  completing  the  triad  of  sages.  This  arrangement, 
however,  gives  great  offense  to  some  of  the  more  zealous  dis- 
ciples of  the  latter ;  and  a  few  years  ago  a  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Emperor,  praying  him  to  destroy  the  Scm  kiau 
tong^  which  stood  near  the  tomb  of  their  great  teacher,  who 
has  no  ''  equal  but  Heaven." 

This  feeling  is  only  a  faint  echo  of  a  determined  opposition 
which  for  ages  withstood  the  advance  of  the  rival  systems ; 
and  which  has  now  been  overcome  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
hold  a  coordinate  place  in  the  popular  mind,  and  receive 
nearly  eqnal  honors  at  the  hand  of  the  government. 

The  effects  of  this  coalition  may  be  traced  in  their  litera- 
ture, as  well  as  in  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  Of 
this,  one  example  will  suffice ;  though  we  might  go  on,  if  space 
permitted,  to  show  how  freely  the  later  works  of  each  school 
appropriate  the  phraseology  of  the  others,  and  to  point  out  the 
extent  to  which  the  general  language  of  the  country  has  been 
enriched  by  a  vocabulary  of  religious  terms,  chiefly  of  Budhist 
origin,  all  of  which  are  incorporated  in  the  Imperial  Diction- 
ary, and  pass  as  current  coin  in  the  halls  of  the  literary 
tribunal. 

In  the  collection  of  Tales,  above  referred  to,  there  is  a  story 
which  owes  its  humor  to  the  bizarre  intermixture  of  elements 
from  each  of  the  Three  Religions. 

A  young  nobleman,  riding  out,  hawk  in  hand,  is  thrown 
from  his  horse  and  taken  up  for  dead.  On  being  conveyed  to 
his  house,  however,  he  opens  his  eyes  and  gradually  recovers 
his  bodily  strength ;  but  to  the  grief  of  his  family,  he  is  hope-  ' 
lesfily  insane.  He  fancies  himself  a  Budhist  priest,  repels  the 
caresses  of  the  ladies  of  his  harem,  and  insists  on  being  con- 
veyed to  a  distant  province,  where  he  affirms  he  has  passed  his 
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life  in  a  monastery.  On  arriving  he  proves  himself  to  be  the 
abbot :  and  the  mystery  of  his  transfigaration  is  at  once  solved. 

The  young  nobleman  had  led  a  dissolute  life,  and  his  flimsy 
soul  unable  to  sustain  the  shock  of  death,  was  at  once  dissi- 
pated. The  soul  of  a  priest  who  had  just  expired  happened  to 
be  floating  by,  and  led  by  that  desire  to  inhabit  a  body,  which 
sonie  say  impelled  the  devils  to  enter  the  herd  of  swine,  it  took 
possession  of  the  still  warm  corpse. 

The  young  nobleman  was  a  Confucian  of  the  modern  type. 
The  id^a  of  the  soul  changing  its  earthly  tenement  is  Bud- 
histic.  And  that  which  rendered  the  metamorphosis  possible, 
without  waiting  for  anorher  birth,  was  the  Tauist  doctrine  that 
the  soul  is  dissolved  with  the  body,  unless  it  be  purified  and 
concentrated  by  vigorous  discipline. 

It  is  curious  to  inquire  on  what  principles  this  reconciliation 
has  been  effected.  Have  the  three  creeds  mingled  together  like 
gases  in  the  atmosphere,  each  contributing  some  ingredient  to 
the  composition  of  a  vital  fluid  ; — or  blended  like  the  rays  of 
the  spectrum,  each  imparting  its  own  hue,  and  all  concurring 
in  the  production  of  pure  light?  Alas !  it  is  not  a  healthy  at- 
mosphere that  supplies  the  breath  of  the  newborn  soul  in  China  ; 
and  no  pure  or  steady  light  cheers  its  opening  eyes;  yet  each 
of  these  systems  meets  a  want ;  and  the  whole,  taken  tos^ether, 
supply  the  cravings  of  nature  as  well  perhaps  as  any  creed 
not  derived  from  a  divine  revelation. 

The  three  religions  are  not,  as  the  natives  thoughtlessly 
assume,  identical  in  signification  and  differing  only  in  their 
mode  of  expression.  As  we  have  already  seen,  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  conceive  of  three  creeds  more  totally  distinct,  or 
radically  antagonistic ;  and  yet,  to  a  certain  extent,  they  are 
supplementary.  And  to  this  it  is  that  they  owe  their  union 
and  their  permanence. 

Confucius  gave  his  people  an  elaborate  theory  of  their  social 
organization  and  civil  polity ;  but  when  they  looked  abroad  on 
nature  with  its  unsolved  problems,  they  were  unable  to  con- 
fine their  thoughts  within  the  limits  of  his  cautious  positivism. 
They  were  fascinated  by  mystery,  and  felt  that  in  nature  there 
were  elements  of  the  supernatural  which  they  could  not  ignore, 
even  if  they  did  not  understand  them.    Hence,  the  rise  of 
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Tauism,  captivating  the  imagination  by  its  hierarchy  of  spirits 
and  personified  powers,  and  meeting  in  some  degree  their 
longing  for  a  future  life,  by  maintaining,  though  under  hard 
conditions,  the  possible  achievement  of  a  corporeal  immor- 
tality. 

With  the  momentous  question  of  existence  suspended  on 
this  bare  possibility,  Budhism  came  to  them  like  an  evangel  of 
hope,  assuring  every  man  of  an  inalienable  interest  in  a  life  to 
come.  It  gave  them  a  better  psychology  of  the  human  mind 
than  they  had  before  possessed  ;  afforded  a  plausible  explana- 
tion of  the  inequalities  in  the  condition  of  men ;  and,  by  the 
theory  of  metempsychosis,  seemed  to  reveal  the  link  that  con- 
nects man  with  the  lower  animals  on  one  hand,  and  with  the 
gods  on  the  other.  No  wonder  it  excited  the  popular  mind  to 
the  pitch  of  enthusiasm,  and  provoked  the  adherents  of  the 
other  creeds  to  virulent  opposition. 

Tauism,  as  opposed  to  it,  became  more  decidedly  material, 
and  Confucianism  more  positively  atheistic.  The  disciples  of 
the  latter  especially  assailed  it  with  acrimonious  controversy — 
denying,  though  they  had  hitherto  been  silent  on  such  ques- 
tions, the  personality  of  God,  and  the  future  life  of  the  human 
soul. 

Now,  however,  the  effervescence  of  passions  has  died  away — 
the  antagonistic  elements  have  long  since  neutralized  each 
other,  and  the  three  creeds  have  subsided  into  a  stable  equilib- 
rium, or  rather  become  compacted  into  a  firm  conglomerate. 
The  ethical  the  physical,  and  the  metaphysical,  live  together 
in  harmony.  The  school  that  denies  the  existence  of  matter  ; 
that  which  occupies  itself  wholly  with  the  properties  of 
matter;  and  that,  again,  which  denounces  the  subtleties  of 
both,  have  ceased  their  controversies.  One  deriving  its  motive 
from  the  fear  of  death,  another  actuated  by  a  dread  of  the 
evils  attendant  on  human  life,  and  the  third  absorbed  in  the 
present,  and  indifferent  alike  to  hope  or  fear,  all  are  accepted 
with  equal  faith  by  an  unreasoning  populace.  Without  per- 
ceiving their  points  of  discrepancy,  or  understanding  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  supplement  each  other,  they  accept  each 
as  answering  to  certain  cravings  of  their  inward  nature,  and 
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blend  them  all  in  a  huge,  heterogeneous,  and  incongruous 
creed. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  inquire,  had  we  suflBcient  space, 
what  have  been  the  intellectual  and  moral  influences  af  these 
several  systems,  separate  and  combined.  They  have,  it  is  true, 
given  rise  to  various  forms  of  degrading  superstition,  and  sup- 
porting, instead  of  destroying  each  other,  they  bind  the  mind 
of  the  nation  in  three-fold  fetters;  still,  we  are  inclined  to 
think  that  each  has  served  a  useful  purpose  in  the  long  educa- 
tion of  the  Chinese  people.  But  in  the  providence  of  God, 
the  time  has  now  come  when  they  are  offered  a  better  faith — 
one  which  is  in  every  part  consistent  with  itself  and  adequate 
to  satisfy  all  their  spiritual  necessities.     Will  they  receive  it? 

The  habit  of  receiving  such  contradictory  systems  has 
rendered  their  minds  almost  incapable  of  weighing  evidence ; 
and  they  never  ask  concerning  a  religion  "  is  it  true?"  but  "  is 
it  good  ?"  Christianity,  liowever,  with  its  exclusive  and  per- 
emptory claims,  has  already  begun  to  arouse  their  attention, 
and  when  the  spirit  of  inquiry  is  once  thoroughly  awakened, 
the  San  Kiau,  or  Three  Creeds,  will  not  long  sustain  the  ordeal. 

NoTK. — As  the  reader  may  be  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  some 
of  the  statements  in  the  foregoing  Article,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  remind  him  that  each  of  the  Three  Systems  appears  under 
a  two-fold  aspect,  first  as  an  esoteric  philosophy,  and  after- 
wards as  ft  popular  religion.  Thus  a  chief  object  of  the  disci- 
pline, enjoined  by  the  founder  of  Budhism,  was  the  extinction 
of  individual  consciousness;  yet  the  Chinese  embraced  it  as 
their  best  assurance  of  a  future  life.  What  the  philosopher 
was  anxious  to  cast  away,  the  populace  were  eager  to  possess. 

The  object  of  the  foregoing  Article  is  rather  to  set  forth 
the  San  Kiau  in  their  mutual  relations,  than  to  furnish  a 
detailed  account  of  each;  for  which,  indeed,  the  limits  of 
a  single  Article  would  be  quite  insuflScient.  If,  however, 
our  readers  should  be  desirous  of  making  more  extended  re- 
searches in  this  direction,  they  will  find  much  information  on 
the  subject  in  the  following  works : 
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Nevius's  "  China  and  the  Chinese." 

Doolittle's  "  Social  Life  of  the  Chinese." 

Hardy's  "  Eastern  Monachism." 

St.  Hilaire's  "  Budhism." 

F.  D.  Maurice's  "  Religions  of  the  World." 

Edkins's  "  Religions  of  China,"  Trubner  &  Co.,  London. 

Culbertson's  "  Darkness  in  the  Flowery  Land." 

Mr.  Nevius's  work  contains  mnch  fresh  and  original  infor- 
mation on  many  subjects.  The  little  book  of  Mr.  Edkins  is 
specially  valuable  on  account  of  the  view  it  gives  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Chinese  as  embodied  in  written  documents ; 
and  that  of  Mr.  Culbertson  as  an  exposition  of  the  super- 
stitious practices  of  the  people. 
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Abticlb  n— false  definitions  of  faith,  and 

THE  TRUE  DEFINITION. 

The  primary  lesson  of  practical  religion,  the  essential  con- 
dition of  personal  salvation,  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist, 
is,  at  this  day,  after  eighteen  centnries  of  theologizing,  a  mat- 
ter of  such  doubtful  question  that  not  only  different  schools  of 
theology,  but  different  theologians  of  the  same  school,  are  at 
variance  upon  it.  On  many  subjects,  after  much  division, 
there  has  come  to  be  recognized  a  common  view,  generally 
accepted,  from  which  sects  or  individuals  vary.  On  this,  the 
prime  question  of  practical  religion,  there  is  no  generally 
accepted  view.  So  far  are  men  from  agreeing  as  to  What  is 
true  on  this  point,  that  they  are  not  even  agreed  as  to  what  is 
orthodox.*  And  one  of  the  saddest  things  about  the  matter 
is,  that  there  is  no  controversy  about  it.  For  there  is  one 
sadder  thing  than  even  the  sharpest  of  controversies,  and  that 
is  the  indolent  difference  of  Christian  ministers  on  matters  of 
fundamental  importance,  with  no  controversy. 

•  TiLLOTSON,  Sermoo  on  Heb.  xi.  I ;  "  Most  who  write  upon  this  subject  have 
marrelously  puzzled  themselves  with  the  various  acceptations  of  this  word,  inso- 
much that  some  have  undertaken  to  enumerate  above  twenty  distinct  significa- 
tions. Hereby,  instead  of  clearing  the  notion  of  faith,  they  have  involved  it,  and 
made  it  more  intricate,  and  have  made  men  believe  that  it  is  a  notion  very  remote 
from  common  understanding/' 

Woods,  Vol.  III.,  p.  79:  "Although  the  language  of  Scripture  is  very  intel- 
ligible, there  are  few  subjects  on  which  more  obscure  and  erroneous  opinions  have 
been  entertained." 

SnnoN,  Sermon  on  Heb.  zi.  i:  **  The  nature  of  &ith  is  little  known.'* 

Watson,  Inst.  Part  II.,  Ch.  zziii :  **  So  many  distinctions  have  been  set  up, — 
so  many  logical  terms  and  definitions  are  found  in  the  writings  of  systematic 
divines,  and  often,  as  Baxter  has  it, '  such  quibbling  and  jingling  of  a  mere  sound 
of  words,'  that  the  simple  Christian  has  often  been  grievoasly  perplexed." 

Godwin,  J.  H.,  on  Christian  Faith.  Congregational  Lecture,  London,  1862 ; 
p.  6 :  "  The  unsatisfactory  character  of  some  discussions  respecting  Faith  has 
rendered  many  persons  averse  to  all  speculation  on  the  subject  .  .  .  Not  a 
few  have  been  painfully  perplexed,  through  ignorance  of  what  was  enjoined, 
when  they  were  directed  to  believe  in  Chritt^  and  the  injury  occasioned  by  erro- 
neous views  of  this  subject  has  not  bi'en  small." 
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Of  the  various  definitions  of  faith  that  are  current  among 
Christian  teachers,  it  is  not  possible  that  all  should  be  true. 
But  there  is  no  need  of  uncertainty  which  of  them  is  the  true 
one.  There  are  certain  tests  of  the  true  definition  of  the 
word,  which  we  propose  to  state  distinctly,  and  then  to  bring  up 
to  them,  one  by  one,  the  current  false  definitions,  that  the 
falsehood  of  them  may  be  exposed  ;  and  afterwards  the  true 
definition,  that  its  truth  may  be  made  manifest. 

I.  The  Testa  of  a  True  Definition  of  Faith, 

1.  The  tnie  definition  of  faith  must  express  the  natural 
meaning  of  the  word  under  the  limitation  with  which  it  is  con- 
strued in  the  Scriptures,  and  no  other. 

To  admit  some  special  and  unusual  definition  of  the  word 
faith  into  our  theology,  is  to  accuse  the  offer  of  the  gospel  of 
being  a  fraud  upon  common  people.  It  is  to  represent  it  as  an 
offer  made  upon  a  certain  condition,  which  being  fulfilled  in 
its  obvious  meaning,  the  promise  is  to  be  repudiated. 

What  w6  want,  therefore,  is  the  definition,  not  of  "justify- 
ing faith,"  nor  of  "  saving  faith,"  nor  of  "  spiritual  faith," 
nor  of  *' evangelical  faith,"  but  simply  oi  faith.  To  incum- 
ber the  conditions  of  salvation  with  such  limitations  as  these, 
is  to  impute  to  God  slackness  concerning  his  promises  Our 
only  right  even  to  demand  of  one  who  has  received  the 
promise  "  whosoever  believeth  shall  be  saved,"  that  his  faith 
shall  be  a  "  living  faith,"  is  this  that  a  dead  faith  is  not  faith, 
but  only  the  appearance  of  it? 

2.  The  true  definition  of  faith,  as  it  is  used  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, must  express  such  an  act  as  implies  Obedience,  Repent- 
ance, and  Love  to  God,  not  in  its  more  or  less  remote  antece- 
dents or  consequences,  but  in  itself.  Salvation  is  promised  in 
the  Scriptures  to  faith  always,  and  to  faith  exclusively.  The 
offer  of  salvation  on  condition  of  faith,  is  made  both  positively 
and  negatively.  ^'  He  that  believeth  shall  be  saved,  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned."  In  like  maniier  salvation  is 
promised  to  repentance  and  obedience  and  love — to  each  of 
them  always,  and  to  each  of  them  exclusively.  Obviously, 
then,  we  cannot  read  the  New  Testament  intelligently  and 
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consiBtently,  with  any  definition  of  faith  that  does  not  make 
faitli  practically  to  involve  the  other  conditions  of  salvation. 

3.  The  true  definition  of  faith  must  be  such  that  we  can  see 
it  to  be  illustrated  iir  the  examples  of  the  saints  both  of  the 
Old  and  of  the  New  Testaments,  who  Ave  obtained  witness  of 
tlieir  faith,  God  testifying  that  they  believed ;  and  also  in  the 
phenomena  of  the  Christian  life  down  to  our  day. 

4.  The  true  definition  of  faith  must  describe  such  a  free, 
voluntary  act,  that  all  men  may  be  exhorted  to  it,  and  that 
the  failure  to  obey  the  exhortation  may  be  imputed  to  every 
one  who  refuses  to  believe,  as  his  own  sin. 

We  are  now  ready  to  consider  severally,  under  the  applica- 
tion of  these  tests, 

II.  The  current  False  Definitions  (ff  Faith, 

We  enumerate  several  of  the  more  important  of  them,  begin- 
ning with  the  most  formidable,  the  most  plausible,  the  most 
widely  prevalent,  perhaps  the  most  mischievous : 

They  are — 

1.  That  Faith  is  the  assent  of  the  intellect  to  religious  truth. 

2.  That  Faith  is  a  peculiar  sort  and  degree  of  the  assent  of 
the  intellect  to  religious  truth. 

3.  That  Faith  is  a  firm  conviction  of  one's  personal  salvation. 

4.  Tliat  Faith  is  equivalent  to  trust  in  God,  together  with 
all  those  subjective  antecedents  and  concomitants  of  trust  in 
God  which  are  commonly  included  under  the  term  ''  religious 
experience." 

1.  That  Faith  is  the  assent  of  the  intellect  to  religious  truth 
is  the  definition  accepted,  with  some  variations  of  statement, 
by  all  Roman  Catholic  theologians,*  and  by  a  multitude,  per- 


*  Pbbrone,  PrcBlectt.  in   Compend.  Redaetoi,  Louvain,  1846,  I.,  288 :  "  Fides 
.     .     .     .     est  aBSensus  liber  quern  prsebet  iDtellectus,  divina  gratia  prev en tus 

et  adjutus,  ex  imperio  voIuDtatis  a  gratia  pariter  excitatffi,  veritatibus  divinitus 

revelatis,  ob  Dei  ipsina  revelantis  auctontatem." 

Id.  IL,  198:  *' Fides  qute  ad  juetificationem  requiritui^,  non  est  fidacia    in 

divinis  promissionibuB,  Bed  firm  us  usseDsus  ad  ea  omnia  quiB  Deus  reTelavit." 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


252  False  Definitions  of  FaUhj  [April, 

haps  the  majority,  of  Protestants.*  It  seems,  at  first  view,  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  application  of  the  first  test,  in  that  it 
does  seem  to  express  the  nataral  meaning  of  the  word  Believe. 

But  the  moment  we  come  to  the  second  test,  it  breaks  down. 
The  assent  of  the  inte^ect  to  religions  truth  does  not  necessa- 
rily involve  in  itself  Repentance,  Holiness,  Love  to  God.f 

Holding  this  as  the  definition  of  Faith,  good  men  are  at 
their  wits'  end  to  vindicate  the  good  faith  of  God's  word, 
which  promises  in  so  many  words  that  whosoever  believeth 
shall  not  perish,  but  shall  have  everlasting  life ;  and  then,  in 
the  very  face  of  this  promise — this  broad,  unlimited  promise, 
uttered  only  on  the  single  condition  of  faith — declares  that 
except  we  repent  we  shall  all  perish,  and  that  without  holiness 


Id.  IL,  199:  *'Patnim  unanimis  consensas  est,  necessariam  ad  joetlfieationem 
6886  fidem  dogmaiicam  sea  his^^ricam,  ut  earn  vocant  adversaril" 

For  the  '^oonsensus  patrum*'  on  this  point,  this  standard  Jesuit  theologian 
refers  to  BellarminOi  T)e  Justifies  Ub.  1,  c.  9. 

See  also  Roman  Catholic  theologians  generally. 

♦  Chalmers,  Notes  on  Hill,  210,  (Ed.  N.  Y.):  "I  am  not  fond  of  admitting 
in  faith  anything  more  than  the  intellectaal  act  of  believing,  or  of  viewing  it  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  simple  credence  of  the  troths  of  revelation,  in  as  far  as 
these  truths  are  or  may  be  known  to  os.** 

Id.  422:  *'This  [saving]  faith,  in  ita  proper  elementary  character,  is  belief  and 
nothing  else,  and  the  exercise  of  faith  is  just  a  believing  exercise.  It  is  just  a 
holding  of  the  things  said  in  the  gospel  to  be  true." 

Wilson,  John  M.,  in.Edition  of  Rtdgeley's  Divinity,  (Carters,  N.  Y.)  p.  124  : 
**  Faith  or  belief,,  understand  it  as  we  may  and  apply  it  as  we  will,  seems  to  be 
just  assent  to  evidence, — counting  true  propositions  or  statements  submitted  to 
the  judgment** 

Pearson  on  the  Creed,  London,  1885,  p.  16:  '*  The  true  nature  of  the  faith  of 
a  Christian  consists  in  this,  that  it  is  an  assent  unto  truths  credible  upon  the 
testimony  of  God  delivered  unto  us  in  the  writings  of  the  apostles  and  propheu.^' 

TiLLOTsoN,  Sermon  on  Heb.  xi.  6 :  *'  Faith  is  a  persuasion  of  the  mind  concern- 
ing anything.    .    .    .    ,     Its  seat  is  the  mind — the  understanding.^' 

Carson  on  the  Atonement,  142  :  "  The  faith  of  anything  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  the  belief  of  it ;  and  the  belief  of  anything  is  the  conviction  that  the 
mind  has  of  its  truth,  and  implies  no  disposition  about  it,  either  good  or  bad." 

\  It  is  curious  to  see  how  the  reasoning  of  some  theologians  on  this  point  fol- 
lows the  line  of  beauty.  True  belief  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  is  surely  fol- 
lowed by  holiness ;  which  is  proved  by  the  lives  of  believers.  A  sinful  life 
proves  one  not  to  be  sincere  in  holding  the  doctrines  of  the  Goppel,  because  such 
belief  is  followed  by  holiness.  See  Carson  on  Atonement,  127-198,  and  Chal' 
mers,  Notes  on  Hill,  209-2 12, 422, 428.  We  do  not  count  this  patent  fallacy  among 
the  means  of  avoiding  the  difficulty  under  consideration. 
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no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.  Men  are  driven  to  this  dilemma : — 
either  they  must  adhere  to  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith 
only,  repudiating  the  other  demands  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
maintaining  an  antinomian  orthodoxy ;  or  they  mnst  reject  the 
doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  only,  and  save  the  interests  of 
holiness  by  sacrificing  the  credit  of  the  divine  promises.  It  is 
the  latter  course  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church,  and  by  many  Protestant  theologians,  in- 
cluding some  of  New  England  schools.^  And  it  becomes  us, 
whenever  we  are  tempted  to  denounce  either  of  these  for 
abandoning  the  arUcvlue  staniis  vel  cadentis  ecclesiw,  to  con- 
sider from  how  frightful  an  alternative  they  have  reacted ;  and 
Berionsly  to  question  whether  it  is  not  better,  with  Rome  and 
Eomanizing  *'  New  School "  men,  to  abandon  the  preaching 
of  faith  as  the  sole  condition  of  salvation,  rather  than,  with 
Scotchmen  and  Englishmen,  to  maintain  it  under  such  a  defini- 
tion as  makes  faith  practically  separable  from  repentance  and 
holiness.  If  we  accept  the  Bomish  definition  of  faith,  wo  need 
to  supplement  it  with  the  Romish  doctrine  of  justification. 

Try  this  same  definition,  now,  by  the  fc^urth  of  the  tests 
which  we  have  named, — that  the  true  definition  of  faith  must 
describe  a  free,  voluntary  act,  such  as  all  men  may  be  exhorted 
to, — such  as  a  man  must  be  to  blame  for  not  performing. 


*  See  aa  admirably  frank  Article  in  the  CoDgregaiional  Review  for  May,  1868, 
from  the  pen  of  President  Magoun  of  Iowa  College.  **  Either  [anbelief  or  dis- 
betief]  may  be  the  leading  form  [of  selfishness].  They  were  such  with  the  Jews. 
They  are  not  with  those  brought  up  under  Christian  privileges ;  nor  is  it  true  at 
all  to  say  that  unbelief  is  now  the  parent  of  all  sin.  ...  *  Only  believe  *  ie 
not  safe  advice  to  a  sinner  whose  selfishness  has  not  concentrated  in  rejection  of 
Christ,  as  that  of  many  Jews  did."  216.     So  in  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 

heathen ;  '*  there  may  be  found  devout  religious  men  among  them 

In  tuch  exeepiional  casee,  the  missionary  may  preach  to  them  *  Only  believe.'  Or 
they  may  be  under  conviction  of  sin,  not  having  yet  repented,  and  need  first  to 
be  told  how  to  repeut  ....  The  gospel  ....  doe$  not  fall  into  the 
blunder  and  confusion  of  thought  of  telling  men^  however  impenitent,  to  come  to 
Je$u9  to  be  accepted  and  have  faith,*'  217,  218.  **  The  saving  of  the  soul  depends 
00  two  things,  and  one  comes  before,  and  the  other  after,  as  their  several  objects 
require ;  repentance,  antecedent ;    ....    and  faith  consequent."  212. 

It  is  imposuble  to  accept  these  statements,  without  feeling  that  our  Lord  and 
his  apoatles  were  addicted  to  a  very  reckless  and  "  blundering  "  way  of  promi- 
nng  salvation  on  the  sole  condition  of  faith. 
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Can  the  definition  of  faith  which  declares  it  to  be  the  assent 
of  the  understanding  to  religions  truth,  bear  this  test  ?  Every 
one  who  is  familiar  with  the  conflict  between  Christianity  and 
rationalism  knows  how  perilously  the  good  cause  labors  under 
stress  of  controversy  at  this  point : — how  such  men  as  Henry 
Brougham  *  declare  it  as  a  self-evident  proposition  that  a  man 
is  no  fliore  responsible  for  his  belief  than  he  is  for  the  color  of 
his  skin ;  and  such  Christian  apologists  as  Eichard  Whately 
and  Henry  Rogers  yield  the  point,  and,  in  contradiction  of  all 
the  implications  of  the  gospel  on  this  subject,  declare  it  to  be 
the  keystone  of  ethical  truth  *'  that  all  we  are  really  responsi- 
ble for  is  honest  investigation  and  conscientious  pursuit  of 
what  we  deem  truth."  f  Plainly,  a  mental  act  to  which  men 
cannot  be  urged  and  exhorted  and  commanded,  and  for  the 
failure  of  which  they  cannot  be  condemned,  is  not  what  the 
Bible  means  by  faith  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  palpable 
failure  of  this  definition  of  faith  to  meet  this  scriptural  test  is 
not  in  the  least  relieved  by  the  arbitrary  distinction  drawn  by 
Koman  Catholic  and  some  other  theologians,:]:  between  faith 
as  the  assent  of  the  understanding  to  truth,  upon  authority, 
and  knowledge  as  assent  to  truth  upon  demonstration  or  evi- 
dence. Authoritative  testimony  is  only  one  kind  of  evidence, 
and  the  action  of  the  intellect  in  receiving  truth  upon  this 
kind  of  evidence,  is  nowise  different  from  its  action  in  receiving 
truth  upon  any  other  kind  of  evidence. 

We  come  back,  now,  with  some  suspicions  in  our  mind,  to 
reexamine  the  plausible  claim  which  this  definition  makes,  to 
have  passed  the  first-named  test,  and  to  express  the  natural 
meaning  of  the  word  under  the  limitation  with  which  it  is 
construed  in  the  Scriptures.  The  constant  limitation  with 
which  the  word  Believe  is  qualified,  either  expressly  or  im- 
plicitly, in  connection  with  the  offer  of  salvation  in  the  gospel, 
is  this, ''  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Now  we  deny,  as  a  sim- 
ple matter  of  lexicography  and  the  usage  of  speech,  that  the 

*  Address  at  his  inauguration  as  Provost  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

\  *'  Reason  and  Faith.'*  From  the  Edinbwrgh  Jieview,  October,  1849.  Repub- 
lished by  Crosby,  Nichols,  &  Oo.     p.  869. 

X  Perrone,  Praelectt.  Theol,  I.,  288,  II.,  198.  Ed.  Louvain,  1846.  Rogertt^tt 
Reason  and  Faith,  841,  342.     Ridgeley,  II.,  107,  note. 
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word  Believe,  in  such  a  grammatical  construction  with  the 
name  of  a  person,  signifies  the  assent  of  the  intellect  to  truth, — 
except  as  this  sense  has  been  forced  upon  it  in  the  course  of 
centuries  of  theological  sophistication  ;  and  claim,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  obvious  and  natural  meaning  of  the  phrase 
is  something  entirely  different.  But  we  do  not  undertake,  at 
present,  the  details  of  a  philological  argument  on  this  question. 
The  point  on  which  we  have  just  been  insisting  is  shiningly 
illustrated  when  we  come  to  apply  the  last  test  of  a  true  defi- 
nition of  faith,  to  wit,  that  it  must  correspond  with  the 
acknowledged  examples  of  faith  in  the  Scriptures  and  in  the 
experience  of  the  Christian  Church.  What  are  these  dogmas 
to  which  all  those  who  are  saved  by  faith  have  given  intellec- 
tual assent,  from  the  days  of  righteous  Abel  until  now?  They 
are  '*  all  things  that  God  has  revealed  " — is  the  sweeping  state- 
ment of  Eomish  Theology,  followed  up  by  a  catalogue  of 
them  in  detail.  But  it  evades  the  troublesome  consequences 
of  this  statement  by  the  contrivance  of  ^  fides  implAcita^  which 
is  no  intellectual  assent  to  truth  at  all,  but  only  the  state  of 
mind  in  which  one  would  believe  if  he  had  occasion.  Our 
Protestant  writers  feel  the  diflBculty  as  well,  without  so  ready 
an  escape.*  They  go  toiling  through  the  Old  Testament 
endeavoring  to  find  in  all  the  old  heroes  of  faith  the  tenets  of 
their  own  theology.f  The  clothing  of  our  first  parents  in  skins 
is  made  to  prove  their  belief  of  the  doctrine  of  vicarious  sacri- 
fice; and  the  scarlet  thread  from  Rahab's  window  is  forced 
to  testify  to  her  theological  soundness  on  the  necessity  of  atone- 

*  Dr.  Maeknight  woald  seem  to  know  no  other  faith,  as  a  Christian  grace,  than 
a/d!e«  impliciia.  **  The  faith.**  says  he,  "  by  which  men  tinder  the  new  covenant 
are  justified,  consists  in  a  iincere  di»po8ition  to  believe  what  God  bath  made 
known."  Again,  "  faith  does  not  consist  in  the  belief  of  particular  doctrines,  bnt 
io  such  an  earnest  desire  to  know  and  to  do  the  wiU  of  God,  as  leads  them  con- 
scientiously to  use  such  means  as  they  have  for  gaining  the  knowledge  of  his 
will,  and  for  doing  it  when  found."  "Abraham's  faith  consisted  in  an  habitual 
ditpotition  to  believe  And  obey  God.**    Quoted  in  Carton  on  Atonement.     141. 

f  It  is  curious,  by  the  way,  and  instructive,  to  observe  how  those  theologians 
who  are  fiercest  for  extreme  statements  of  the  divine  perfection  of  the  Scriptures 
are,  at  the  same  time,  most  tenacious  of  interpretations  like  these,  which  imply 
that  the  Scriptures  are  defective  in  their  statement  of  the  very  essential  things  in 
thf'ir  histories,  and  require  to  be  supplemented  by  an  extensive  system  of  guess- 
work under  **  the  analogy  of  faith.** 

VOL.  xxvin.  17- 
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ment.  But  not  even  with  such  exegesis  as  this,  is  it  possible 
to  ascribe  to  these  ancient  worthies,  any  more  than  to  multi- 
tudes of  modern  saints,  a  reception  of  aU  true  Christian  doc- 
trines ;  when,  therefore,  it  becomes  necessary  to  say  what 
doctrine  must  be  believed  in  order  to  salvation,  then  question** 
arise.  One  say?,  with  painful  eagerness,  "  only  the  funda- 
mental doctrines ; "  and  if  any  person,  interested  in  the 
stricter  definition  of  the  condition  on  which  the  issues  of  eter- 
nity hang,  asks  for  specifications,  every  man  is  ready  with  his 
own  favorite  dogma  to  push  it  into  the  place  of  honor.  One 
will  say,  the  articles  of  the  Nicene  Creed;*  another,  the 
Athanasian  statement  of  the  Trinity  ;t  a  third,  who  is  styled 
by  his  admirers  ^^the  Jonathan  Edwards  of  the  nineteenth 
century,":}:  declares  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  limited  atonement, 
declaring,  in  good  round  terms,  that  '^  the  thing  that  a  man 
believes  for  eternal  life  is  that  Christ  died  for  the  sins  of  all 
believers " — ^and  for  nobody  else  ;  while  writers  with  whom 
we  are  more  familiar,  hold  that  the  doctrine  of  general  atone- 
ment— "  the  doctrine  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins, — is  the  pre- 
cise object  of  saving  faith."§  But  afker  granting  to  all  these 
the  utmost  license  in  selecting  each  his  favorite  dogma  as  the 
condition  of  salvation,  we  cannot  probably  find  one  of  them 
who  will  confidently  claim  that  it  has  been  held  by  all  who 
have  been  saved  in  the  days  of  the  Bible  history  and  since. 

2.  The  second  false  definition  of  faith  is  a  modification  of 
the  first.  It  holds  that  faith  is  still  the  assent  of  the  intellect 
to  truth ;  but  that  the  faith  to  which  the  promise  of  salvation 
is  given  is  a  peculiar  sort  of  faith,  a  peculiar  quality  or  inten- 
sity of  intellectual   assent,  to   be   distinguished  as  "saving 


*  See,  for  example,  the  platform  of  the  ChriBtian  UDion  Associatioo,  1867. 

f  See  the  *'  damoatorj  clauses  "*  of  the  AthaDasiaii  creed,  *'  C^ieunqM  Vult  **  : 
"  WhoBoever  will  be  saved,  before  all  things  it  is  necessary  that  he  hold  the 
catholic  faith;  which  faith  except  one  do  keep  whole  and  nndefiled,  without 
doubt  he  shall  perish  everlastingly.  The  catholic  faith  is  this  :  •  Ac.  Ac.,  Ac 
'*  This  is  the  catholic  fkith,  which  except  a  man  believe  faithfully,  he  cannot  be 
saved." 

}  Carson  on  the  Atonement,  144. 

§8acramental  Sermons,  by  J.  W.  Alexander,  p.  222.  See  also  President 
Magoun,  in  Oonffregatumal  Review,  May.  1868 
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faith."  Thus  a  very  noted  and  excellent  preacher,*  after 
stating  the  dogma  which  he  declares  to  be  "the  object  of 
saving  faith,"  adds  "  the  man  who  believes  this  with  a  spirit- 
ual  apprehension  of  what  he  believes  is  a  saved  man."  Such 
artificial  limitations  to  the  simple  gospel  condition  of  faith  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  are  naturally  enough  proposed  by  con- 
scientious men  who  fear  the  antinomian  consequences  of 
promising  salvation  simply  to  all  who  believe — with  intellec- 
tual assent.  They  are  intended  to  guard  the  divine  promises 
from  being  appropriated  by  evil  and  unworthy  men  to  their 
own  perdition,  by  inserting  in  the  condition  a  saving  clause. 
But  they  are  set  aside  at  once  on  applying  to  them  the  first 
test  of  a  true  definition  of  the  faith  of  the  gospel — that  it  must 
express  the  simple  meaning  of  the  words  used,  with  no  other 
limitation  than  that  with  which  they  are  construed  in  the 
Scriptures.  When  God  promises,  "  whosoever  believeth  shall 
be  saved,"  no  man  may  dare  to  say  that  this  does  not  mean 
whosoever  believeth,  but  "  whosoever  believeth  with  a  saving 
faith,"  or  "  whosoever  believeth  with  a  spiritual  apprehension 
of  what  he  believes  " — lest  in  so  saying  he  charge  the  Faithful 
Fromiser  with  a  mental  reservation  and  a  fraud. 

3.  The  third  false  definition  of  faith  makes  it  equivalent  to 
an  undoubting  confidence  in  one's  personal  salvation  through 


*  Rey.  J.  W.  Alexander,  D,  D^  Sacramental  Sermons,  p.  222.  This  implica- 
tion  that  there  is  something  speciaUy  intense,  or  otherwise  peculiar,  in  the  con- 
victions of  truth  which  constitute  faith,  is  found  in  many  theologians,  both 
Romish  and  Protestant,  who  do  not  include  it  in  their  definitions.  The  "  eerti- 
tndo  fidai  **  is  presented  as  something  far  more  certain  than  other  certainty. 
On  this  distinction  turn  some  important  questions  of  Tridentine  theology. 

A  Tast  emphasis  is  commonly  laid,  even  by  writers  who  ought  to  know  better 
on  the  expression,  "  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness/'  So  the 
Rev.  Abel  Stevens,  LL.  D.,  in  South  Church  Lectures,"  N.  Y.,  1866,  pp.  146 
147 :  *'  EvangeUcal  or  saving  faith  takes  in  intellectual  faith,  indeed,  but  transcends 
it  by  comprehending  a/«o  ^Atf  Atfor^  .  .  .  We  all  understand  what  is  meant 
by  the  heart — ^it  implies  our  affections  as  contrasted  with  our  pure  intellection?.'* 
The  exegete  is  misled  by  transferring  to  the  writings  of  Luke  the  usage  of 
the  time  of  Fowler  and  Wells.  There  is  no  trace  in  the  Scriptures  of  our  popu. 
lar  distinction  between  he€ui  and  hearL  In  the  New  Testament  the  heart  means 
the  mind,  as  distinguished  from  the  body ;  and  when  the  affections  and  emotions 
are  to  be  specially  indicated,  it  is  done  (according  to  the  phrenology  of  those 
days)  rather  by  the  word  oirTidyxva,  mistranslated  boweU, 
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faith.  Probably  there  are  very  few  who  would  accept  this 
definition  at  the  present  day.  Conybeare,  indeed,  in  his 
famous  Article  on  Parties  in  the  Church  of  England,*  im- 
putes to  the  so-called  Evangelicals  of  that  body  that  they 
insist  on  the  formula,  *'  I  believe  that  I  am  justified  by  faith," 
as  expressing  the  condition  of  salvation.  But  Dr.  Pusey,  an 
equally  competent  witness,  declares,  in  speaking  of  that  same 
party,  "  I  never  met  with  any  who  held  the  Lutheran  doctrine 
of  justification,  that  'justifying  faith  is  that  whereby  a  person 
believes  himself  to  be  justified.'  "f  But  the  admitted  fact 
that  for  nearly  a  century,  and  that  the  most  formative  and 
critical  century  in  the  history  of  Protestant  theology,  this  was 
the  generally  accepted  statement  of  Protestant  writers,  both 
Lutheran  and  Calvinist,J  makes  it  proper  to  speak  briefly 
of  it. 

It  fails  on  every  test  of  a  true  definition. 

(1.)  It  is  in  no  sense  the  fair  and  natural  meaning  of  the 
words  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  but  an  arbitrary 
interpretation  forced  upon  those  words  by  a  polemic  exi- 
gency.§ 

(2.)  It  represents  a  so-called  "  faith,"  which  in  no  wise  in- 
volves repentance  and  holiness,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  the 
favorite  "faith"  of  the  most  impious  and  immoral  fanatics. 

(3.)  It  is  widely  at  variance  with  the  history  and  experience 
of  God's  church,  which  shows  us  the  most  divinely  approved 
examples  of  faith,  in  believers  who  were  sadly  burdened  with 
misgivings  concerning  their  personal  salvation. 

(4.)  But  when  we  come  to  the  final  test.  Is  it  a  free  act,  to 
which  any  man  may  be  exhorted,  and  for  failing  in  which  he 
may  be  condemned,  the  absurdity  and  folly  of  this  defini- 
tion become  so  apparent  as  to  till  one  with  amazement  that  it 


*  Minburgh  Review^  Oct,  1858. 

f  EireDicon,  p.  15. 

^No  further  citation  is  necessary  in  ▼erificmtion  of  ibis  statement  than  a 
reference  to  the  ezbaustive  essay  of  Principal  Cunningham  on  *'  The  Reformers 
and  the  Doctrine  of  Assurance,"  in  the  volume  of  his  essays  entitled  *'  The  Re- 
formers and  the  Theology  of  the  Reformation,^  especially  on  p.  119. 

g  For  the  history  of  this  dogma,  see  the  Article  above  cited  from  the  work  of 
Principal  Cunningham. 
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could  ever  have  obtained  currency  in  the  Christian  Church. 
To  exhort  a  man  to  this  act  of  faith,  is  to  exhort  him  to  be 
convinced,  not  by  evidence  bnt  by  inducements  of  what  is 
acknowledged  to  be  a  present  falsehood,  in  order  that,  through 
his  believing  it,  it  may  become  a  truth.  To  condemn  a  man 
for  unbelief,  under  this  definition,  is  to  hold  him  guilty  for 
not  believing  to  be  true  what  the  very  fact  of  his  condemna- 
tion declares  to  have  been  false.  This  definition  represents 
Christianity  as  a  cruel  Sphinx,  setting  insoluble  riddles  to  all 
passers-by,  and  devouring  them  for  not  furnishing  impossible 
answers. 

4.  The  fourth  false  definition  of  faith  describes  it  as  not 
merely  an  act  of  trust,  bnt  as  including  those  antecedent  and 
concomitant  states  of  the  intellect  and  the  emotions  which  are 
commonly  summed  up  under  the  title  ''  religious  experience." 
This  definition,  set  forth  in  the  following  terms  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  is  declared  by  that  representative  body  to 
be  the  accepted  theology  of  the  "  Evangelical "  Church  : 

*'  What  is  it  to  bklibfb  on  Christ!  It  is  to  feel  jour  need  of  him ;  to  beliere 
that  he  i?  able  and  willing  to  save  yon,  and  to  save  you  now ;  and  to  cast  your- 
self unreservedly  on  his  mercy,  and  trust  in  him  alone  for  salvation."  * 

If,  now,  we  ask  ourselves,  under  the  first  test  of  a  true  defi- 
nition of  faith,  does  this  protracted  three-fold  process  corres- 
pond with  the  natural,  obvious  meaning  of  the  words  "Believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  as  they  were  uttered  under  the 
promise  of  salvation  to  Jews  and  heathen  alike  by  the  authority 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  are  compelled  to  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive. It  is  one  thing  to  say  that  the  emotional  experience 
and  the  intellectual  conviction  here  described  are  implied  as 
antecedents  to  the  act  of  faith  on  Christ,  but  it  is  a  different 
and  a  very  unhappy  thing  to  teach  that  they  are  B,part  of  the 
act  itself.  No  usage  of  the  word,  outside  of  theology,  can  be 
justly  alleged  in  vindication  of  this  definition. 

In  fact,  when  we  come,  next,  to  compare  it  with  the  exam- 
ples of  faith  in  the  Bible,  we  find  that  when  (as  in  the  case  of 
the  Philippian  jailer.  Acts  xvi.,  31)  the  feeling  of  need  and 
the  necessary  intellectual  conviction  are  already  present,  the 

•  Tract  number  86Y.    "  What  Is  It  to  Believe  on  Christ  f  ** 
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demand  of  the  gospel  is  not  for  a  part  of  the  act  of  faith,  but 
for  the  whole  of  it. 

And  so  when  we  ask,  is  the  faith  thus  defined  a  voluntary 
act,  to  which  all  men  may  be  exhorted  under  force  of  induce- 
ments of  reward  and  penalty  and  with  the  alternative  of  per- 
sonal guilt, — the  answer  again  is  no!  You  cannot  procure  a 
certain  condition  of  the  emotions  by  oflfering  a  reward  for  it. 
You  cannot  produce  a  conviction  of  the  understanding  by 
threats  of  damnation.  Do  not  let  us  impute  "  to  God^s  wisdom 
unto  salvation,''  the  clumsy  expedients  into  which  we  fall  our- 
selves. God's  way  is  to  convince  the  intellect  in  the  only  way 
in  which  an  intellect  was  ever  yet  convinced,  by  reason  and 
evidence;  to  move  the  feelings,  not  by  commanding  one  to 
agitate  himself,  but  by  those  appliances  which  affect  the 
heart;  and  to  use  the  tremendous  sanctions  of  the  divine 
government  to  sway  the  free  determination  of  the  will. 

But  we  know  that  the  question  will  be  put, — "  since  these 
conditions  are  the  constant  antecedents  of  faith,  is  there,  after 
all,  any  practical  harm  in  including  them  in  the  definition  of 
it? 

We  answer,  first,  that  there  is  no  good  in  it,  of  any  kind, 
whether  practical  or  theoretical.  *  When  you  have  gone 
through  with  your  description  of  the  necessary  antecedents  of 
faith,  you  come  to  an  equivalent  word — '*  trust" — to  which  all 
these  things  are  just  as  necessarily  antecedent  as  they  are  to 
faith  :  so  that  your  definition  has  tangled  up  within  itself  an 
endless  coil, — an  infinite  series — of  antecedents,  through  which 
the  inquirer  for  salvation  would  never  make  his  way  to  the 
thing  itself,  to  all  eternity. 

Secondly,  the  practical  harm  of  the  definition  is  this.  It 
perplexes  plain  minds  by  a  complex  definition  of  a  simple  act 
It  encourages  and  justifies  professed  believers  in  computing 
the  evidence  of  their  faith  by  the  intensity  of  their  preliminary 
experience,  rather  than  by  their  daily  life  of  faith  and  acts  of 
faith.  It  obscures,  while  professing  to  illuminate,  the  straight 
gate,  for  those  who  seek  it.  It  takes  away  from  the  impeni- 
tent man  the  burden  and  guilt  of  willfully  neglecting  a  simple 
duty, — to  comfort  him  with  the  complacent  feeling  that  he  is 
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an  unfortunate  person,  not  altogether  to  blame  for  not  having 
happened  to  be  hit  by  a  religions  experience. 

We  have  spent  much  time,  now,  in  the  consideration  of 
some  of  the  false  definitions  of  faith.  Happily,  the  true  defi- 
nition is  so  simple,  so  exactly  and  obviously  correspondent 
with  the  conditions  to  which  we  are  limited  by  the  Scriptures, 
and  so  accordant  with  the  consciousness  of  believers,  that  it 
requires  little  more  than  a  just  statement. 

To  BELIEVE  IN  THE  LoRP  JeSFS  ChrIST  IS  TO  TRUST  ONESELF  TO 

HIM.*  Tlie  very  simplicity  of  the  act  makes  it  difficult  to 
define  it  otherwise  than  thus  by  the  use  of  a  synonym.  But 
whatever  further  illustration  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  may 
be  required,  will  come,  in  the  process  of  testing  this  definition. 
(1.)  This  is  the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  words 
as  they  would  be  understood  by  those  to  whom  they  were 
preached.  Sometimes  the  word  translated  Believe  st  nds  in 
such  construction  that  it  cannot  bear  any  other  meaning :  as 
when  it  is  said  (the  reflexive  pronoun  being  expressed,  John 
ii.  24^)  that  Jesus  did  not  intrust  himself— ohx  inltrreuep 
iaurbu — to  the  Jerusalem  Jews.     But  m  general  we  may  say 


*  One  of  the  best  and  soundest  statements  of  any  of  the  systematizere  on  this 
subject,  is  to  be  found  in  the  work  of  the  Wesleyan,  Watson.  Naturally 
enoufjch,  preaching  is  in  advance  of  theology  in  ihe  return  toward  Scrip- 
tural  troth ;  and  many  of  the  most  nteful  preachers  of  the  present  day  are  ex- 
plicit in  the  definition  of  faith  in  a  contrary  sense  from  the  theologians  of  their 
own  sehools. 

Spnrgeon  viii.  28:  "  Here  lies  the  essence  of  saving  faith,  to  rest  yourself  for 
eternal  salvation  upon  the  atonement  and  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  have 
done  once  for  all  with  all  reliance  upon  feelings  and  upon  doings,  and  to  trust  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  in  what  he  did  for  your  salvation.'' 

N.  L.  Rice,  D.  D.,  in  "  South  Church  Lectures,"  N.  Y.,  1865,  p.  ITS :  •*  Faith  is 
simply  the  act  or  exercise  of  a  helpless  being  trusting  in  one  who  is  able  to  help. 
For  the  purposes  of  justification,  it  is  the  act  of  a  guilty  being,  trusting  in  the 
righteousness  of  another." 

Some  of  the  mo9<t  felicitous  statements  concerning  the  act  and  object  of  faith 
are  found,  as  might  be  expected,  in  the  writings  of  Dr.  Bushnell.  The  growth  of 
just  views  of  the  object  of  faith  as  a  person,  and  not  a  proposition,  stands,  no 
doubt,  in  close  connecUon  with  the  prevailing  direction  of  recent  theology  to  the 
study  of  the  life  and  person  of  Jesus  Christ— the  best  '*  improvement  in  theology  '* 
since  the  Reformation. 
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that  wherever  the  word  Believe  is  in  construction  with  the 
preposition  in  or  on^  either  expressed  or  understood,  it  loses 
that  meaning  of  ''intellectual  assent"  which  it  bears  when 
alone,  and  acquires  the  meaning  of  trust,  or  personal  reliance, 
or  self-committal.  And  for  the  justice  of  this  statement 
(having  no  space  here  for  an  induction  of  particulars)  we  refer 
to  the  Greek  Lexicon,  to  the  G)ncordance  of  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment, and  to  the  usage  of  the  English  language  as  well  as  of 
the  Greek. 

This  meaning  is  the  only  one  in  which  the  word  can  be 
construed  with  its  object.  "  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  "  is  not  a 
doctrine  concerning  his  own  person ;  is  not  a  theory  of  the 
atonement ;  is  not  a  series  of  fundamentals  in  theology ;  is 
not  a  code  of  religious  truth.  And  yet  they  who  have  mis- 
understood the  words  believe  on^  have  been  compelled  to  sub- 
stitute one  or  another  of  these  things  as  tlie  object  of  Christ- 
ian faith  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself.* 

(2.)  The  act  of  Faith — of  intrusting  oneself  for  salvation 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — includes,  not  as  a  remote  conse- 
quence but  in  itself,  Repentance,  Obedience,  Holiness,  and 
whatever  things  beside  are  demanded  in  the  Scriptures  as  con- 
ditions of  salvation  :  and  so  the  consistency  and  good  faith  of 
the  word  of  God  in  promising  salvation  to  "  whosoever  belie v- 
eth,"  while  yet  demanding  these  other  conditions,  is  maintained. 
The  act  of  obedience  to  God,  when  expediency,  or  passion,  or 
worldly  fear  are  soliciting  the  soul  to  disobedience,  is  the  act  of 
faith ;  the  life  of  holiness  is  the  life  of  faith.  So  spake  Peter 
(1  Peter  iv.  19)  to  the  martyr  churches  of  Asia  Minor, — ''  Let 
them  that  suflfer  according  to  the  will  of  God  commit  the  keep- 
ing of  their   souls  to  him  m  well  doing^  as  unto  a  faithful 

♦  The  annotator  of  Ridgeley's  Body  of  Divinity,  in  contradlctiog  the  text  of 
his  author,  says,  with*  marvplous  unconsciousness  how  directly  he  is  contra- 
dicting tho  language  of  the  Scriptures :  ^  As  to  faith  being  an  *  act  of  truftt  or  de- 
pendence on  him  who  is  its  object,*  Dr.  Ridgeley  uses  language  inconsistent  with 
himselfl  Hie  object  of  faith  U  not  a  psasoy,  but  a  proposition  or  a  statem«*nt. 
,  .  .  .  Trust,  on  the  other  hand,  has  reference  entirely  to  a  pen«oiL  The 
diff<'rerce  b«'tween  it  and  faith,  in  fact,  Uyi9\.  that  the  one  has  a  person  and  the 
other  has  a  statement  for  its  object  The  two  are  quite  distinct  in  their  nature, — 
faith  being  an  act  of  the  understanding,  and  trust  au  act  of  the  heart.  Vol  II., 
p.  125. 
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Creator  "    It  is  in  the  act  of  doing  right  that  they  do  make 
choice  of  the  safe  keeping  of  God,  rather  than  of  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  wicked,  and  intrust  their  sonls — their  lives — to 
his  charge.     The  words  are  almost  a  translation  of  those  which 
David   spoke   to   men  in    like  trouble,  in   the  thirty-seventh 
Psalm  :  "  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evil-doers ;      .     .     .      . 
trust  tKe  Lord  and  do  r^gkt^''  and  you  will  be  taken  care  of. 
There  are  not  two  conditions  prescribed  here,  but  one.     It  was 
in  doing  the  right  instead  of  the  wrong,  that  one  put  himself, 
at  once,  in  peril  from  evil-doers,  and  in  charge  with  the  Lord. 
So  in  the  great  classical  instance  of  faith,  which  is  the  example, 
illustration,  and  specimen  <»f  faith  to  all  generations — the  case 
of  Abraham — what  was  that  faith  which  was  counted  to  him 
for  righteousness  ?    It  is  written  (Gen.  xv.  6)  "  he  believed  in 
Jehovah  " — literally,  he  rested  upon  him,  or  more  exactly,  per- 
haps, he  caufted  something  to  rest  upon  him,  or  huilt  upon  liim 
[Hiphil  JTi^iT^a  r^'J.O]-     ^^^  merely  that  he  thought  probable 
or  certain  that  the  promise  would  come  true,  but  th^^^he  ventur- 
ed himself  upon  God.     So  he  committed  himself  to  God  when 
by  faith   he   gat  himself  out  of  his   country,   and  from  his 
kindred  and  from  his  father's  house,  and  went  out  not  know- 
ing whither  he  went.     So  he  ventured   all  upon  God  when 
that  inexplicable  summons  came,  obedience  to  which  was  the 
highest  act  of  trust.     He  ventured  upon  God  when,  in  the 
early  dawn,  he  went  forth  to  cleave  the  wood  for  the  burnt 
offering;  and  all  that  weary  three  days'  journey  to  Moriah,  at 
every  step  he  rested  all   his   weight   on   God.     So   when   he 
neared  the  journey's  end,  and  climbed  the  mountain  side  with 
Isaac,  l)earing  the  fire  and  the  knife,  his  faith  was  not  the  con- 
viction of  hi^  mind  what  God  would  do  ;  it  was  not  tlie  pur- 
pose of  his  mind  what  A<j  would  do  ;  it  was,  moment  by  moment, 
what  he  did.     Even  then  he  might  have  faltered  in  his  act,  and 
having  ventured   thus  far  upon  God,  he  might   have  failed  to 
venture  all,  and  his  faith  would  then  have   been  an  imperfect, 
an  unfinished  faith, — a  purpose  to  trust  God  wholly,  but  a  pur- 
pose unfulfilled.     But  he  did  not  falter.     Having  trusted  in 
God,  he  trusted  him  to  the  end.     He  stretched  forth  his  hand 
to  slay  his  son.     In  that  supreme  act,  he  cast  forth  upon  God's 
hands  the  treasure  of  his  heart,  the  hope  of  his  race,  the  token 
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and  earnest  of  God's  promise, — he  flang  himself,  with  his  whole 
weight,  on  God's  almightiness  and  faithfulness  and  love.  In 
that  act  his  faith  became  an  actnal  thing, — it  was  "  made  per- 
fect,—-and  the  Scripture  was  fulfilled  which'  saith,  *  he  trusted 
in  Jehovah,  and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness.' " 
You  see,  then,  that  it  is  by  works— by  the  act  of  faith— that  a 
man  is  justified,  and  not  by  a  faith  that  does  not  act,— which 
is  not  faith,  but  only  the  dead  corpse  or  eflSgy  of  faith.* 

(3.)  This  principle  of  a  personal  trust  in  God  is  the  one 
common  principle  which  we  find  through  all  the  catalogue  of 
trne  believers  commenced  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  stretching  from  antediluvian 
Enoch  and  Abel  down  through  ages  of  light  or  of  barbarism 
to  the  latest  of  those  who,  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  have 
obtained  a  good  report  through  faith.  It  is  the  tie  which  binds 
into  one  the  practical  religion  of  the  Old  Testament  and  of 

*  For  a  full  connderation,  in  this  sense,  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  see  "  Chritfe- 
ian  Faith,  itn  Natnre,  O^eot,  Oaases,  and  Effects;  by  John  H.  Godwin.'* 
London:  1862.  pp.  29-87.  This  jadicioos  treatise  exhibits  the  necessary  con- 
nection between  Christian  Faith,  or  Trust,  and  holiness  of  life,  as  follows: 

"The  term  Trnut  ezprenset  a  more  complex  eoodition  of  mind  [than  belief]. 
It  may,  like  belief,  have  resp^t  to  propositions,  persons,  and  facts ;  bnt  whereyer 
there  is  an  exercise  of  trust,  there  is  not  only  some  truth  to  be  believed,  there  is 
also  some  g^ood  to  be  desired,  and  Kome  course  to  be  chosen.  We  may  believe, 
when  what  we  believe  has  no  possible  connection  with  our  conduct.  If  there  1>e 
sufficient  evidence  of  truth  and  reality,  there  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  Belief. 
Bnt  we  cannot  trwtt  a  proposition,  person,  or  fact,  unless  they  are  some  way  or 
other  connected  with  our  choice.  There  must  be  some  ill  to  be  removed  or 
avoided,  eome  good  to  be  preserved  or  attained:  and  for  these  ends  there  must 
be  somethinfi^  to  be  done  or  not  done.  There  must  be  some  occasion  for  the  exer- 
cise of  choice,  or  there  can  be  no  Trust.  We  believe  that  X(*rxes  invaded  Greece, 
and  that  the  orbits  of  the  planets  are  elliptical ;  but  we  cannot  imtt  to  these  pro. 
portions,  because  there  is  nothinfi;  to  be  desired  or  chosen  in  consequence  of  our 
belief  of  their  truth.  We  may  believe  that  a  physician  is  able  to  remove  siek- 
ness ;  but  we  cannot  trust  him,  unless  we,  or  some  for  whom  we  have  to  act, 
need  to  be  restored  to  health.  We  may  believe  that  a  plank  is  strong  enough  to 
bear  our  weight,  or  a  boat  large  enough  to  convey  us  safely  across  a  stream  ;  but 
we  cannot  tru^t  to  them  unless  we  have  occasion  to  use  them ;  and  we  truet  to 
them  by  uHng  them,  ....  There  may  be  Belief,  and  do  desire  or  choice; 
and  if  these  exist,  they  are  distinct  from  belief  or  consequent  to  it.  Bnt  there 
cannot  be  Trust  without  choice,  nor  choice  without  some  kind  of  desire;  and  the 
choice  in  not  dietinet  from  the  trunty     Pp.  9,  10. 
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the  New.  Only  turn  to  the  English  concordance  and  you 
will  be  satisfied.  The  word  trusty  in  the  Old  Testament, 
occurs  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  times, — it  is  the  synonym 
of  piety,  holiness,  acceptableness  with  God.*  In  the  New  Tes- 
tament it  almost  disappears  from  use.  In  the  Old  Testament, 
the  word  Faith  is  found  but  twicey  and  BeUeve^  perhaps,  two 
score  times.  In  the  New  Testament  they  are  used  nearly 
seven  hundred  times,  and  stand  as  the  synonyms  of  all  holi* 
ness.  This  is  not  because  God  has  changed,  or  altered  the 
conditions  of  his  favor ;  but  because  we  in  our  translations 
have  changed  from  one  word  to  another;  and,  unhappily,  in 
changing  the  word  have  commonly  let  slip  the  meaning. 

This  one  principle  of  common  trust  in  a  common  Saviour  is 
that  which  at  this  day,  in  every  land,  penetrating  through  the 
walls  of  sect  and  the  divisions  of  opinion  and  the  variations  of 
religious  experience,  knits  together  all  true  believers  into  the 
unity  of  that  one  Holy  Catholic  Church,  which  is  the  com- 
munion of  saints. 

(4.)  Finally,  the  condition  of  salvation,  thus  defined,  is  a 
voluntary  act,  and  therefore  a  just  condition,  a  practicable 
condition  for  every  man,  for  every  child.  Demanding  this, 
God  is  no  longer  presented  to  the  world  as  one  who  would  fain 
bribe  or  terrify  the  human  intellect  into  a  partial  or  biased 
decision  of  questions  of  evidence ;  nor  as  one  who  would  ex- 
tort the  instantaneous  exercise  of  emotions  over  which  he  has 
given  no  immediate  control ;  but  only  as  the  stern  enforcer, 
and  the  infinite  rewarder  of  every  man's  simple  duty  towards 
a  faithfril  Creator. 

Have  you  never  felt  the  point  of  that  scoflT  against  modern 
Christianity,  that  instead  of  teaching  men  that  they  must  "be 


*  The  Hebrew  words  which  are  lisually  employed  to  denote /at^A.  irmt,  eonfi- 
detieef  reliance,  are  firom  these  four:  1.  flSi^  ;  2.  tio^  ;  8.  SlDH  ;  4.  fj?^.  Of 
these,  the  primary  meanings,  as  stated  by  Oesenius,  are — 1.  to  support  f  2.  to  lie 
down ;  8.  to  flee ;  4.  to  lean  on.  In  the  Septnagint,  irtereinj  is  commonly  used 
for  the  first,  and  irtnoiBa  for  the  others.  They  do  not  appear  to  differ  in  the!' 
signification  more  than  the  four  English  words ;  agreeing  in  this,  that  all,  in  com- 
mon usage,  denote  more  than  belief,'*  See  Godwin  on  Christian  Faith,  Appendix, 
p.  828. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


266  Fahe  Definitions  of  Faith^  [April, 

converted  and  become  as  little  children,"  it  has  taken  to  teach- 
ing little  children  that  they  mnst  be  converted  and  become 
like  grown  people?  This  scoff  loses  its  point,  when  the  faith 
which  you  preach  is  the  child's  own  faith,*the  leaning  of  the 
weaker  on  the  stronger,  of  the  foolish  on  the  AH  wise,  of  the 
sinful  on  the  Infinitely  Merciful,  of  the  wavering  on  him  that 
is  Faithful  and  True : — the  faith  to  which  the  wise  and  mighty 
find  it  hard  to  bow  themselves,  but  which  suffers  little  children 
to  come  unto  the  Lord,  and  in  the  mouths  of  babes  and  suck- 
lings doth  perfect  his  praise.  Salvation  by  this  faith  is  a  salva- 
tion for  every  man.  When  the  mind  is  weak  and  ill-instructed 
and  cannot  "  understand  all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge,"  it 
can  yet  trust,  and  so  be  saved.  When  evil  habits  have  seized 
and  bound  one,  and  imperious  passions  do  so  dominate  above 
the  will  as  to  leave  no  hope  of  successful  struggle  against 
them, — when  life  is  shortening  up  moment  by  moment,  and 
the  issues  of  eternity  are  compressed  within  the  compass  of  an 
hour, — when  the  sick  and  bewildered  brain  swims,  and  the  in- 
tellect staggers  in  the  vain  effort  to  grasp  new  thoughts  and 
arguments, — then  this  gospel,  *'  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved  " — ''  Fear  not ;  only  believe  " — 
comes  to  us,  to  every  man,  bringing  great  salvation.  Having 
this  promise,  in  the  utmost  conscious  weakness,  and  ignorance, 
and  sinfulness,  one  can  rest  confident  in  the  arms  of  Him  who 
is  made  to  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification. 
Having  this,  the  frightened  soul  that  is  shuddering  on  the  giddy 
verge  of  eternity  may  compose  itself  to  perfect  peace,  and,  un- 
perplexed  with"  difficult  and  painful  thoughts,  may  lean  the 
aching  head  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Lord, 

"  Aud  breathe  its  life  out  sweetly  there." 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  so  great  salvation,  accessible  to  every 
creature!     How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  it? 

Only  a  few  words  remain  to  be  said.  Some  are  ready,  per- 
haps, to  complain  of  us  for  taking  so  much  space  in  the  need- 
less demonstration  of  what  no  one  doubts.  But  so  long  as  the 
Scriptural  definition  of  faith  continues  to  be  dropped  out  of 
the  standard  dictionaries  of  our  language;   so  long  as  the 
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secular  error  on  this  point  continues  to  be  imbedded  in  the 
traditions  and  formularies  of  Christian  churches,  so  long  it 
cannot  be  needless  to  enforce  the  truth  with  line  on  line  and 
precept  upon  precept. 

For — ponder  it  well — if  this  doctrine  of  faith  is  right,  the 
usage  of  Congregational  churches  concerning  what  they  call 
"  Confessions  of  Faith  "  is  all  wrong.  The  very  name  of 
these  documents  is  a  misnomer.  They  are  not  "  Confessions 
of  Faith  "  but  Articles  of  Doctrine.  Sprung  from  that  false 
theology  which  held  faith  and  orthodoxy  to  be  the  same,  they 
tend  to  perpetuate  it ;  and  to  reduce  the  thoughtful  men  of 
our  own  day  to  the  sad  alternative  which  divided  the  theolo- 
gians of  Luther's  time — the  choice  between  the  peril  of  anti- 
nomianism,  and  the  rejection  of  justification  by  faith.  They 
warn  away  from  the  very  threshold  of  our  church-fellowship 
those  thoughtful  believers  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
very  conscientiousness  of  opinion  makes  them  hesitate  at  swear- 
ing in  the  words  of  human  masters;  while  they  offer  no 
obstacle  to  the  approach  of  those  who  hold  an  orthodoxy  with- 
out faith;  and  of  those  unthinking  novices,  who  solemnly 
and  publicly,  and  calling  God  to  witness,  profess  to  believe 
the  traditionary  tenets  of  their  sect,  without  knowing  the 
arguments  with  which  they  are  either  gainsaid  or  defended. 

Tlie  restoring  of  faith  to  its  proper  place  in  our  conceptions, 
would,  let  us  hope,  do  something  to  restore  sound  doctrine  to 
its  proper  dignity.  It  is  a  lamentable,  but  a  most  natural  re- 
action from  that  use  of  doctrine  by  which  it  has  been  set  up  as 
the  test  of  church  fellowship  and  the  condition  of  salvaticm,  to 
those  silly  sneers  at  sound  and  sober  theology,  which  disfigure 
some  of  the  most  popular  and  eloquent  Christian  teaching  of 
the  day.  For  very  conscience'  sake,  because,  forsooth,  we  must 
use  our  summaries  of  doctrine  a^  a  ritual  for  the  induction  of 
members  into  our  churches,  we  have  been  compelled  to  cut 
them  down  to  the  most  meagre  and  diplomatic  statements,  which 
any  Christian  might  hold,  and  yet  to  confess,  when  we  have 
done  all,  that  there  are  some  Christians  that  do  not  hold  them. 
If  we  could  but  have  Confessions  of  Faith  that  should  read 
like  those  of  ancient  times,  '^/  believe  on^'^  instead  of  ^^  we 
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idieve  that  /"*  then  we  might  expect  a  freer  use  of  popular 
statements  of  doctrine  that  should  present  the  truth  of  Christ 
without  trimming,  and  retrenchment,  and  diplomatic  double 
meaning. 

*  The  structure  of  "the  CathoUo  oreecU*'  is  hlstorioaUy  signifioant  In  the 
Apostles'  and  Kioene  Greeds,  there  are  only  three  Artiolee  of  Faith :  "  I  believe 
on  the  Father ;"  "I  believe  on  the  Sod  f  "I  believe  on  the  H0I7  Ghost."  Then 
follow  certain  things  which  the  Christian  "believes/'  "confesses,"  and  "ex- 
pects.** From  time  to  time,  as  the  fashion  of  dealing  with  dissidents  by  anathe- 
ma instead  of  argument  grew  in  favor,  item  after  item  was  inserted  parentheti- 
cally under  the  8econd  and  third  articles  of  faith,  by  which  to  entrap  heretics  in 
the  act  of  confessing  their  faith.  By  and  by,  when  the  parentheses  had  outgrown 
the  creed,  the  Athanasian  method  was  adopted — "  these  dogmas  are  the  Christian 
fiiith ;  hold  them  or  be  damned  ^ — ^a  method  which  is  more  or  less  illustrated  in 
the  Confessions  of  the  Reformation  and  of  modem  Congregational  and  New 
School  Presbyterian  Chnrohea,  but  which  reaches  its  perfection  in  the  doctrinal 
decrees  of  the  Conncil  of  Treot. 

This  distinction  in  the  language  of  the  early  creeds,  in  the  use  of  in  be. 
fore  Deum^  but  not  before  Eecleeiam^  is  noted  by  Calvin  {IneL  IV.  i-  §  2).  '*  Ideo 
credere  in  Deum  nos  testamur,  quod  et  in  ipsum  ut  yeracem  animus  noster  se  re- 
clinat,  et  fiducia  nostra  in  ipso  aoqnieecit :  qnod  in  JSccleeiam  non  ita  conveniret 
quemadmodum  neo  in  remieeionem  peccatorum,  aut  carnis  reeurreelionem,**  He 
refers  to  Augustine  and  other  early  authors  who  give  the  same  sense. 

The  same  sense  was  insisted  on  in  the  early  Waldensian  catechism,  long  before 
the  Reformation.  *'  A  dead  faith  is,  to  believe  that  there  is  a  Qod,  and  to  believe 
those  things  which  relate  to  Qod,  and  not  believe  in  him.** 

*'  Qu,  Dost  thoQ  believe  in  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  j" 

An».  No ;  for  it  is  a  creature ;  but  I  believe  there  is  one." 

[Quoted  in  Milner's  Church  History,  Century  XIII.,  Chap,  iii.] 
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AwicLB  HX— YALE  COLLEGE   AND  THE  LATE  MEET- 
ING OF  THE  ALUMNI  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Yale  College  in  1868.  Some  Statements  respecting  the  lale 
progress  and  present  condition  of  the  va/riovs  Depa/rtments 
of  the  University y  for  the  infonaation  of  its  Qraduates^ 
Friends^  amd  Benefactors.  Prepared  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Society  of  the  Alumni.  New  Haven: 
1868. 

Reports  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Association  of 
New  Yorky  held  on  the  ^9th  of  J am.ua/ry ^  1869.  New  York 
Times,  and  Tribune,  of  Jan.  30, 1869. 

The  graduates  of  Yale  ColIej2;e,  who  reside  in  several  of  our 
larger  cities,  and  in  their  immediate  neighborhood,  have  re- 
cently formed  a  number  of  "Alumni  Associations"  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  alive  and  perpetuating  their  interest  in  one 
another  and  in  the  College.  In  Boston  and  Philadelphia  at 
the  east;  and  in  Cincinnati  and  Chicago  at  the  west,  these  as- 
sociations have  held  annual  meetings  lor  two  or  three  years 
past,  and  with  most  satisfactory  results  in  the  cultivation  of 
mutual  acquaintance  and  good  feeling.  On  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary of  the  present  year,  the  Alumni  in  New  York  assembled, 
for  the  first  time,  at  a  public  dinner,  and,  under  very  favor- 
able circumstances,  inaugurated  their  association,  which  is  to 
be,  of  course,  by  far  the  largest  in  the  country.  The  nearness 
of  New  Haven  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  abundant 
openings,  which  are  found  in  that  city,  for  young  men  entering 
every  department  of  professional  or  business  life,  have  led  large 
numbers  of  Yale  graduates,  for  many  years  past,  to  establish  them- 
selves there.  Every  class,  indeed,  as  it  leaves  the  College,  sends 
many  of  its  members  to  represent  it  in  the  metrojwlis,  and  the 
tendency  thitherward  increases  continually  and  rapidly.  It  is 
said  tliat,  already,  about  five  hundred  may  be  enrolled  as  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Association,     The  assembling  together 
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of  80  large  a  body  of  liberally  educated  men,  who,  however 
widely  separated  they  raay  be  in  their  present  employments, 
are  yet  all  bound  together  by  common  sympathies  and  memo- 
ries running  back  into  the  past,  is  an  event  of  no  little  inter- 
est in  itself.  But  when  we  think  of  the  relations  which  they 
sustain  to  the  University  where  they  received  their  education, 
and  of  the  good  which  they  may  be  led  to  do  in  its  behalf  as 
their  affection  for  it  is  quickened  and  strengthened,  their  meet- 
ing gathers  around  itself  an  interest  of  another  sort.  These 
gentlemen  are  in  one  of  the  great  centres  of  commercial  life. 
Many  of  them  are  men  of  prominence  and  reputation,  who 
may  not  only  bear  witness,  by  the  very  position  which  they 
hold,  of  the  excellence  of  the  College  from  which  they  came, 
but  also  may,  thiough  their  influence  upon  others,  help  the 
College,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  in  many  ways.  Many  of 
them,  also,  have  already  acquired  or  are  now  rapidly  acquir- 
ing wealth,  and  the  spirit  of  generosity  awakened  in  them  may 
lead  to  most  happy  results  in  coming  time.  We  are  glad, 
then,  both  for  their  own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  the  institu- 
tion which  we  all  love,  that  any  means  have  been  devised,  in 
these  recent  years,  to  bring  together  the  graduates,  and  to 
make  them  feel  that  they  belong  to  Yale  College. 

The  late  meeting  in  New  York  was  attended  by  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  persons,  including,  in  addition  to  a  large 
company  of  graduates  residing  in  the  city,  a  few  of  the  promi- 
nent benefactors  of  the  College  and  the  President,  together 
with  eleven  of  the  Professors,  who,  in  response  to  a  cordial  in- 
vitation, had  gone  from  New  Haven  in  order  to  be  pres- 
ent. The  President^was  received  with  marks  of  esteem  and 
affection,  which  were  unmistakable  and  universal,  and  which 
to  those  who  are  daily  witnesses  of  the  faithful  and  disinter- 
ested spirit  in  which  his  great  abilities  and  acquirements  are 
devoted  to  the  service  of  the  College,  must  have  been  in  the 
highest  degree  gratifying.  The  greatest  good  feeling  and  en- 
thusiasm prevailed,  and  the  words  of  the  various  speakers,  so 
far  as  allusion  was  made  to  the  College,  were  words  of  warm 
interest  in  their  Alma  Mater.  The  meeting  differed,  however, 
from  others  which  have  been  held  elsewhere  in  one  important 
respect — namely,  in   that  reporters  for  the  Press  were  present. 
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who,  on  the  following  morning,  gave  to  the  pnblic  much  of 
what  had  been  said.  These  reported  remarks  nf  diflferent  per- 
sons have  since  led  to  considerable  discussion,  both  among  the 
graduates  and  in  other  quarters ;  and,  as  they  referred  to  sub- 
jects of  importance  to  the  future  well-bein^  of  the  College,  it  is  a 
matter  of  much  moment  that  the  questions  should  be  properly 
understood.  Discussion,  in  itself,  is  not  an  evil.  It  is  only 
when  it  proceeds  on  mistaken  grounds,  or  involves  serious  un- 
founded complaints,  or  betrays  a  want  of  appreciation  of  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  that  it  becomes  an  injury  to  the  cause 
which  it  is  professedly  designed  to  aid.  That  the  great  body 
of  the  graduates  of  Yale  have  anything  at  heart,  in  their  feel- 
ing toward  the  College,  but  the  warmest  aflfection  and  the  most 
earnest  desires  for  its  good,  we  do  not  believe.  The  exceptions 
are  very  rarely,  if  ever,  to  be  found.  With  equal  confidence 
we  believe,  that  the  greater  portion  of  them  meet  every  subject 
connected  with  the  institution  with  as  much  freedom  from 
prejudice  and  as  much  candor,  as  they  have  in  their  consider-^ 
atiori  of  any  subject  whatever.  But  we  believe  there  are  erro- 
neous views  in  the  minds  of  a  certain  number  of  persons,  both 
witliin  and  without  the  circle  of  the  Alumni,  which,  in  some 
cases,  are  diligently  spread  abroad,  and,  in  general,  are  in  dan- 
ger of  being  hastily  accepted  ;  and  we  believe  that  it  is  for  the 
highest  interests  of  the  institution,  that,  when  these  subjects 
are  forced  upon  us  as  they  now  are,  they  should  be  carefully 
cleared  of  all  such  erroneous  views.  Sometimes  such  views 
arise  from  that  want  of  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  facts, 
which  is  always  and  necessarily  found,  in  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, among  those  who  are  not  daily  familiar  with  them. 
Sometimes  they  are  owing  to  mistaken  notions  on  the  general 
subject  of  education,  or  are  the  result  of  a  too  ready  yielding 
to  what  is  called  the  spirit  of  the  age.  But,  whatever  may  be 
their  origin,  they  are  still  errors  and  are  injurious,  and,  as 
such,  should  be  carefully  avoided.  We  propose,  in  the  pres- 
ent Article,  to  refer  to  those  topics  which  were  suggested  at 
the  meeting  at  New  York,  in  connection  with  one  or  two 
others,  and  to  ask  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  some  things 
which  we  deem  of  importance  in  the  consideration  of  them. 
voT^  xxvin.  18 
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I.  Proposed  Change  in  the  Corpoeation. 

The  first  of  these  points  has  reference  to  a  change  in  the 
Corporation  of  the  College,  suggested  by  President  Woolsey. 
This  change  involves  the  removal  from  that  body  of  the  six 
members  cf  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  now 
have  a  place  in  it  by  virtue  of  the  oflBce  which  they  hold,  and 
the  appointment  of  an  equal  number  of  graduates  of  the  col- 
lege, who  'shall  retain  their  position  for  at  least  six  or  eight 
years.  It  is  said,  that  long  experience  shows  that  the  State 
Senators  do  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the  board  with  any 
regularity,  and  as  they  seldom  enter  the  Senate  for  more  than  a 
single  year,  owing  to  the  firmly-established  principle  of  rota- 
tion in  oflBce,  and  to  other  reasons  which  it  is  not  important  to 
mention,  they  are  not  able  to  become  acquainted  either  with 
their  own  duties,  as  members  of  the  Corporation,  or  with  the 
condition  or  wants  of  the  College.  These  gentlemen,  thus,  are 
of  little  benefit  to  the  institution.  They  cannot  serve  its  inter- 
ests, in  any  considerable  degree,  if  they  would.  They  become, 
of  necessity,  scarcely  more  than  nominal  members,  and  the 
burdens  and  responsibilities  devolving  upon  the  board  are  left 
to  their  associates,  who  are  permanently  in  it.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  places  were  supplied  by  as  many  persons,  selected 
from  among  the  graduates,  who  should  be  chosen  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  should  be  reeligible  after  that  term  had  expired, 
there  would  be  a  reasonable  hope  of  advantage  both  from  their 
deep  interest  in  the  College  where  their  education  had  been 
received,  and  from  their  trained  judgment  on  all  questions  of 
importance  to  its  continued  prosperity.  They  would  be  punc- 
tual and  regular  in  their  attendance.  They  would  have  views 
"at  once  enlightened  and  conservative."  They  would  be  ear- 
nest in  devising  and  in  carrying  out  all  good  measures,  and 
would  be  in  every  way  '^  a  new  strength  to  their  Alma  Mater." 
The  plan,  with  its  advantages,  as  thus  set  forth,  was  first  pre- 
sented to  public  notice  in  an  Article  in  the  New  Englander^ 
in  Oct.,  1 866,  and  seems  to  have  been  suggested  to  the  mind  of  its 
distinguished  author  by  a  somewhat  similar  change  then  lately 
introduced  at  Harvard  D  niversity .  Its  renewed  presentation,  at 
the  late  meeting  of  which  we  now  speak,  shows  that  the  reflec- 
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tion  which  he  has  given  to  it  since  that  time  has  not  altered 
his  view  of  its  advisableness  and  practicability.  Any  sugges- 
tion on  a  subject  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  College, 
which  comes  from  snch  a  source,  will,  of  course,  be  received 
with  most  respectful  consideration.  Its  author  has  been 
familiar,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  with  its  governing  Board 
as  President  of  the  College,  and,  for  a  much  longer  period,  he 
has  known  its  interior  life,  and  studied  its  wants.  And,  at  the 
same  time,  he  is  known  by  all  acquainted  with  the  institution 
to  be  one  who  rarely,  and  only  in  the  exercise  of  his  most  ma- 
tured judgment,  brings  forward  [proposals  of  this  character 
affecting  its  vital  interests.  It  will  be  interesting,  therefore, 
to  notice  the  reason,  and,  so  far  as  he  has  ever  given  any  in- 
timation, the  only  reason,  which  has  induced  President  Wool- 
sey  to  think  of  this  change; — and,  in  connection  with  this 
point,  some  general  considerations  which  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  subject  may  be  appropriately  presented. 

The  sole  reason,  then,  which  has  led  to  his  suggestion  of  the 
change  now  proposed,  is  the  one  we  have  mentioned — namely, 
the  fact  that  graduates  of  the  College,  as  members  of  its  Board 
of  Trustees,  might  be  expected  to  be  more  interested  in  its  wel- 
fare, and  more  qualified  to  do  it  good  in  an  intelligent  way, 
than  those  who,  in  the  chances  cf  political  life,  become,  for  a 
single  year,  members  of  the  State  Senate.  We  do  not  speak 
in  his  behalf,  or  with  any  knowledge  of  his  views,  beyond 
what  is  conveyed  in  his  published  remarks  on  the  subject,  but 
we  think  all  judicious  persons,  whose  attention  is  turned  to 
this  matter,  will  be  impressed  by  this  fact,  and  will  find  in  it  a 
conclusive  answer  to  much  that  has  been  inconsiderately  said 
by  certain  advocates  of  the  new  arrangement. 

We  propose  to  notice,  briefly,  a  few  points  which  some  per- 
sons, who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  state  of  afi^airs,  are 
disposed  to  urge.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  the  College 
is  unfortunately  in  tlie  hands  of  a  few  Connecticut  ministers 
Sometimes  the  word  ''  Puritanical"  is  added,  in  order  to  give 
a  rhetoncal  emphasis  to  the  expression.  Since  the  year  1792, 
this  has  not  been  the  fact,  so  far  as  the  constituiion  of  the 
Board  is  concerned.  There  have  been  eight  lay  members  and 
ten  clerical  members,  and  for  years  past — to  say  nothing  of  the 
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six  Senators — the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
State  have  been  active,  efficient,  and  valuable  persons  to  the 
Colleoje,  If  the  lay  members  attend  the  meetings,  they  have 
the  same  voice  as  their  clerical  associates,  and  if  they  do  not 
attend,  tlie  clerical  members,  as  reasonable  men,  are  influ- 
enced, in  proper  measure,  by  the  views  and  judgment  of  that 
body  of  persons  who  are  most  intimately  connected  with  the 
Colletje  as  its  Faculty  of  Instruction.  That  they  are  Con- 
necticut ministers  is  no  more  objectionable — and,  for  an  ob- 
vious reason,  far  less  so — than  if  they  were  Pennsylvania  min- 
isters. That  they  are  Puritanical  ministers  is  a  mere  charge 
appealing  to  the  baser  passions  of  men,  and  is  unworthy  of 
notice.  That  they  are  ministers  is  a  fact.  And  why  should 
they  not  be?  The  Colleges  of  our  country — certainly  those  of 
New  England — were  originally  designed  to  be  both  literary  and 
religious  institutions — places  where  true  learning  could  be 
gained,  and  where  all  who  entered  them  might  be  pointed  to 
Christianity  and  to  God.  That  they  have  been  kept  so  has 
been  the  glory  of  New  England  in  the  past,  and,  when  they 
cease  to  have  both  these  characters,  they  had  better  be  sunk  in 
the  ocean  than  remain  to  curse  the  country.  But  what  class  of 
men  is  there  in  the  community  who  have  been  in  all  the  past, 
and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  will  be  in  all  the  future,  more  s»fe 
guardians  of  these  two  interests  together  than  Christian  min- 
isters? By  the  very  necessities  of  their  profession,  they  are 
compelled  to  be  better  educated  men  than  the  majority  of 
those  around  them.  They  learn  more  thoroughly  than  most 
other  persons  to  appreciate  the  value  of  scholarship  and  sound 
learning,  and,  in  almost  every  place,  they  are,  by  the  sponta- 
neous choice  of  their  fellow-citizens,  placed  among  the  number 
of  those  who  care  for  the  educational  interests  of  the  people. 
Who  can  doubt,  that — on  the  grounds  which  are  connected 
with  learning  only — they  ought  to  have  a  share  in  the  direction 
of  all  such  public  institutions?  And  when  we  add  to  these 
interests  those  of  the  Christian  religion,  who  can  doubt  that  a 
College  is  safer  for  all  time  if  at  least  one-half  its  governing  Board 
are  members  of  this  honored  profession  ?  But  just  this  is  the 
constitution  of  that  Board  which  controls  the  affairs  of  Yale 
College.    The  reformers  of  the  day  who  would  exclude  these 
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ministers  alto^ether^  as  some  of  them  openly  intimate  that 
they  would,  are  no  wise  well-wishers  to  the  cause  of  learning 
consecrated  by  religion ;  and,  we  may  add,  they  hardly  under- 
stand the  true  interests  of  the  former  better  than  those  of  the 
latter.  But  it  is  said,  that  ministers  are  likely  to  be  slow  or 
behind  the  age.  Some  of  them  are  so,  no  doubt,  but  so  are 
some  lawyers  and  a  good  many  other  laymen  ; — and  that 
ministers,  as  a  class,  arc  behind  the  age,  and  are  not  as  ready 
for  every  wise  progressive  step,  in  morals-  or  education,  as  any 
class  of  men,  is  a  charge  which  all  the  recent  history  of  New 
England  disproves,  and  which  the  discussions  of  the  great 
questions  of  reform  which  have  lately  agitated  the  country 
ought  forever  to  silence.  It  is  said,  however,  that  learning 
and  religion  are  not  all  that  a  College  needs ; — it  needs  money 
also,  and  ministers  know  nothing  about  money.  Wealthy  and 
large-minded  laymen  are  necessary  for  financial  management. 
Our  only  answer  to  this  question  is,  that  the  history  of  Yale 
College  proves  the  opposite.  Tlie  statement  of  President 
Woolsey,  made  at  Boston  and  repeated  in  New  York,  speaks 
volumes  on  this  point.  He  says  the  Corporation  of  Yale 
College  have  never  lost  a  cent  during  all  the  history  of  the 
College, — that  they  can  find  every  dollar  in  the  treasury 
which  has  ever  been  entrusted  to  their  keeping.  How  many 
bodies  of  wealthy  and  intelligent  laymen  can  say  the  sain^  of 
the  moneys  belonging  to  institutions  of  which  they  have  had 
charge  for  a  long  period  of  years?  '*By  their  fruits  ye  shall 
know  them."  When  the  facts  are  known,  the  Connecticut 
ministers  begin  to  appear  in  a  pretty  favorable  light.  But 
nothing  is  easier,  than  to  speak  depreciatingly  of  them,  or,  in- 
deed, of  anybody  else,  without  knowing  the  facts.  But, 
again,  it  is  said,  that  though  they  may  have  taken  reasonable 
care  of  the  funds  which  they  happened  to  receive,  they  have 
done  nothing  to  increase  them.  We  call  for  the  facts  here 
again.  It  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  has  investigated 
this  matter  at  all,  that  the  age  of  large  gifts  to  literary  institu- 
tions—except, indeed,  in  rare  cases — is  one  of  comparatively 
recent  beginning.  Thirty  or  fifty  years  ago,  large  fortunes 
were  not  c«>mmon,  and  the  collecting  of  such  sums  as  a  College 
needs  was  a  work  of  immense  difficulty.     And  yet,  more  than 
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thirty  years  ago,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  raised  by 
a  wide  extended  effort  under  the  direction  of  the  College 
Corporation, — (and  their  agent,  we  may  add,  was  a  minister,) — 
and  as  new  departments  of  the  College  were  established,  from 
time  to  time,  when  they  were  needed,  funds  were  gathered  in 
for  their  support  And  what  has  been  the  history  of  the  past 
ten  or  twelve  years?  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have 
been  raised — so  large  a  sum,  indeed,  that  Yale  College  has  be- 
come to  many  minds  an  institution  rolling  in  wealth,  with  no 
farther  needs.  Certainly  this  history — recent  and  more  re- 
mote— does  not  present  the  appearance  of  inactivity  or  in- 
capacity on  the  part  of  those  who  govern  the  College.  The 
clerical  gentlemen,  so  much  complained  of,  have,  at  least,  had 
the  wisdom  to  appoint  College  officers  who  have  raised  a  large 
part  of  this  money  ;  and  they  have  known  how  to  take  care  of 
it  and  use  it  well,  when  it  has  been  raised.  Just  at  the  close 
of  a  period  of  ten  years,  during  which  the  College  has  receiv- 
ed a  million  of  dollars,  largely  gathered  in  by  its  own  officers, 
is  a  time  when  it  is  not  very  becoming  in  any  one  to  Hnd  fault 
with  the  governing  board  as  a  body  of  Connecticut  ministers, 
who  are  unfit  to  get  or  to  use  any  large  amount  of  money. 
Well  might  President  Woolsey  say,  as  he  did  at  New  York, 
that  it  was  from  no  want  of  confidence  in  the  existing  Board, 
that  he  offered  his  proposition  for  a  special  change  in  its  con- 
stitution. And  well  might  such  a  man  as  Governor  Bucking- 
ham, whose  knowledge  of  money  and  its  noblest  uses  is  sur- 
passed by  that  of  no  man  living,  bear  testimony  to  the  effi- 
ciency' of  the  body  with  which  he  had  been  so  long  con- 
nected ; — a  testimony  which,  we  may  add,  in  his  case,  was 
given  not  only  in  words,  but  in  the  more  emphatic  way  of 
intrusting,  before  he  left  it,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  its 
keeping. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  some  quarters,  of  late,  it  would 
seem  to  be  supposed  that  these  ministers  in  the  Corporation  of 
Yale  College  are  persons  who  have  no  connection  at  all  with 
the  Alumni,  and  no  common  sympathies  with  them.  The 
graduates  have  been  shut  out, — so  it  appears  to  be  claimed, — 
ever  since  the  beginning,  from  any  influence  in  the  institution, 
and  now,  at  last,  they  ought  to  find  a  place  in  its  government. 
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But  the  fact  of  the  case  is  precisely  the  opposite  of  this  repre- 
sentation. The  fact  is  this, — that,  as  soon  as  the  College  had 
been  in  existence  long  enough  to  have  any  graduates  gf  age  or 
standing,  the  choice  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
began  to  be  mainly  limited  to  those  who  were  graduates  of  the 
College,  and,  during  the  last  hundred  and  thirty  years,  there 
have  been  only  twelve  persons  in  the  clerical  part  of  the  Cor- 
poration, who  had  not  received  their  education  at  Yale.  The 
clerical  gentlemen  are  members  of  the  body  of  Alumni,  all  of 
them,  and  have  never  been  anything  else.  The  Faculty  of  In- 
struction have  been,  from  the  beginning,  almost  exclusively 
graduates  of  the  College.  The  control  of  the  College,  in  every 
department  of  its  interests,  has  thus  been  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  represent  the  graduates  in  so  far  as  they 
belong  to  their  number  and  are  wholly  of  them.  And  we  are 
not  aware  that  any  evidence  has  ever  been  furnished,  in  the 
history  of  any  institution  in  the  country,  that  the  graduates  of 
other  professions  are,  on  the  whole,  wiser  or  more  disinter- 
estedly devoted  to  its  welfare,  than  those  who  have  chosen  the 
profession  of  the  ministry.  The  true  question  to  be  considered 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  the  mistaken  ideas  which  are 
being  spread  abroad  should  be  cleared  away.  The  question  is 
not,  whether  the  graduates  should  now,  for  the  first  time,  find 
a  place  in  the  governing  Board  of  the  College,  but  whether, 
having  substantially  already  in  their  possession  the  clerical 
portion  of  the  Board — to  say  nothing  of  the  Faculty  of  In- 
struction— they  should  also  take  that  place  which  has,  for 
sixty  or  seventy  years  past,  been  held  by  the  State  Senators. 
Is  it  best  for  the  College  that  this  change  should  be  made? 
Will  the  College  be  better  governed  and  cared  for,  if,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  clerical  members  who  are  already  of  the  Alumni,  it 
has  the  six  other  members  of  the  Board  chosen  from  am(Jng 
the  graduates  in  diflferent  sections  of  the  land,  than  if,  as  at 
present,  these  six  members  are  oflicers  of  the  State  where  the 
College  is  located  ? 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  urged  by  many  persons  who  favor 
changes  of  the  kind  under  discussion,  that  Yale  College  needs 
to  hecome  a  national  institution^  and  that  to  this  end  its  gov- 
erning Board  should  be  composed  of  representatives,  not  from 
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Connecticut  only,  but  from  all  parts  of  tbe  Union.  We  agree 
with  all  persons  who  think  that  Tale  College  should  be,  in  the 
future,  if  possible,  the  first  and  best  University  in  the  country ; 
and  that,  as  its  doors  should  be  open  to  students  from  every 
section,  so  students  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  land 
should  gladly  come  to  it.  But  in  order  to  its  having  a  national 
character,  it  does  not  need  to  be  governed  by  representatives 
from  Missouri  or  California.  For  the  highest  interests  of  al. 
public  institutions  of  learning,  unconnected  with  the  general 
government,  it  is  undoubtedly  desirable  that  they  should  be 
managed  by  small  bodies  of  well  qualified  men,  whose  resi- 
dence is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  institutions.  A  gentleman 
residing  in  Chicago  or  Cincinnati  cannot — however  excellent 
his  judgment  and  abilities  may  be — as  successfully  perform  the 
duties  of  overseeing  a  College  in  Maine,  as  one  who  is  within 
a  day's  journey  of  the  place  where  it  is  located.  He  needs  to 
be  near  at  hand,  not  only  that  he  may  come  readily  at  its 
call,  but  that  he  may  be  surrounded  constantly  by  the  influen- 
ces and  sympathies  of  its  neighborhood.  Our  fathers  founded 
this  College  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  very  wisely 
they  did  not  put  its  management  into  the  hands  of  Massachu- 
setts .or  South  Carolina,  but  of  Connecticut  men.  They  knew 
that  it  would  be  fostered  and  cherished  most  by  those  nearest 
to  it,  and  that  those  who  were  called  to  watch  over  its  welfare 
should  be  where  they  could  see  it.  It  has  grown,  indeed,  far 
beyond  their  highest  thought  of  its  future,  and  has  extended 
its  influence  far  and  wide  over  the  country  and  the  world. 
But  its  home  is  in  Connecticut  still,  and,  until  it  ceases  to  have 
its  home  here,  its  official  guardians  should,  most  if  not  all  of 
them,  live  here.  The  thing  that  is  needed  is,  that,  amid  all 
the  growth  and  demands  of  the  future,  it  should  be, — what,  in 
considerable  measure  at  least,  it  has  been  in  the  past, — a 
College  so  excellent  in  its  discipline  and  teaching,  that  the 
whole  people  shall  know  it  as  a  bris^ht  light  in  the  world.  In 
this  sense,  it  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  a  national  university  ; — 
that  is,  a  university  with  a  national  reputation,  and  drawing  its 
pupils  from  the  north  and  the  south,  the  east  and  the  west 
alike.  And  in  this  sense  only,  is  it  a  matter  of  high  import- 
ance that  it  should  be  national  in  its  character.     It  was  found- 
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ed  in  Connecticut,  and  for  Connecticut ; — it  has  been,  for 
more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  which  Connecticut  has  had  to  glory  in,  and  we  hope 
the  day  may  never  come  when  the  control  of  its  interests  shall 
pass  into  other  hands.  But  the  point  which  we  are  noticing, 
at  present,  is  not  so  much  the  giving  over  the  entire  control  of 
the  College  into  other  hands, — for  the  fathers,  in  their  wisdom, 
provided  that  the  clerical  portion  of  the  board  should  be  Con- 
necticut men,  and  made  this  a  part  of  the  permanent  charter 
of  the  institution ; — it  is  that,  in  order  to  give  a  national 
character  to  the  College,  it  is  in  no  wise  necessary  to  change 
any  part  of  the  existing  Board.  It  has  had  such  a  char- 
acter, in  a  great  measure,  for  many  years,  as  is  universally 
acknowledged,  and  it  bids  fair  to  have  it  always,  if  it  goes  on- 
ward as  it  has  done.  Its  governors  should  be  near  it.  They 
should  not  be  swayed  by  the  influences  and  sympathies  of  re- 
mote places,  or,  perchance,  of  other  institutions,  and  thus  be 
oot  of  harmony  with  the  historic  growth  of  the  College  in  the 
old  place.  We  can  scarcely  question,  that  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  will  hesitate  somewhat  to  give  up  the  State  interest 
in  the  institution,  even  though,  on  some  grounds,  it  may  seem 
desirable.  We  are  very  glad  that  it  cannot  give  up— and  that 
no  one  else  but  the  successors  of  the  first  ten  ministers  who 
founded  the  College  can  give  up — that  interest  which  this  State 
must  always  retain  in  its  government  through  the  clerical  body 
in  its  Corporation. 

A  third  point,  which  is  urged,  is,  that  the  College  helongs  to 
the  Alumni^  and  that  they,  therefore,  have  the  right  to  manage 
it.  No  more,  certainly,  than  the  parents  of  a  family  belong 
to  the  children,  and  ought  to  yield  the  right  of  government  or  of 
a  share  in  the  government  of  the  family  to  the  children  who 
have  left  their  home.  The  College  is  under  obligations  to  its 
Alumni,  to  love  them,  to  welcome  them  heartily  as  they  return 
to  their  old  home,  and  to  care  for  and  rejoice  in  their  fair  fame 
and  success.  It  stands  to  them  in  the  parental  relation.  It  is 
their  Alma  Mater.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  belong,  in  a  pecu- 
liar sense,  to  the  College,  and  are  under  undying  obligations  to  it. 
It  has  given  them  their  education,  and  has  done  for  them  a  very 
large  part  of  that  which  prepares  them  for  and  secures  tor  them 
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the  various  blessings  and  honors  of  after  life.  It  has  bestowed 
up'»n  every  one  of  them — largely  as  a  charitable  gift — every- 
thing which  they  have  learned  within  its  walls.  It  has  opened 
the  way,  through  what  it  has  given  them,  to  all  learning. 
And  no  one  of  them,  who  knows  the  glory  of  being  an  edu- 
cated rather  than  an  uneducated  man,  can  fail  to  feel  in  his  in- 
most soul,  that,  in  so  far  as  it  has  made  him  an  educated  man, 
or  given  him  the  possibility  of  becoming  one,  it  has  bestowed 
upon  him  a  priceless  gift.  No  graduate  of  Tale  College  (or 
of  any  other  that  is  worth v  of  the  name)  who  has  faithfully 
used  the  advantages  it  oflTered  him,  can  ever  repay  the  debt  he 
owes  to  it,  any  more  than  he  can  repay  the  debt  he  owes  his 
mother's  love  and  care.  He  may  very  properly,  then,  be  glad 
to  do  anything  he  can  for  it.  He  may  even  desire  a  place  in 
its  Board  of  Trustees,  that  he  may  be  the  better  able  to  repay 
its  kindness  in  good  services  and  helpfulness.  But  when  he 
claims  a  right  to  manage  its  affairs  and  direct  its  government, 
as  some  of  those  who  are  pressing  this  matter  are  now  doing 
in  public  places,  because  he  is  an  alumnus,  he  is  claiming  that 
the  College  shall  yield  itself  to  his  control,  not  because  he  has 
conferred  a  benefit  upon  it,  but  because  it  has  conferred  an  in- 
estimable benefit  upon  him. 

It  should  be  remarked,  also,  that  while  Yale  College  is  a  pub- 
lic institution,  it  is  so  only  in  the  sense  that  it  is  open  to  the 
public  and  was  designed  by  its  founders  to  do  good  to  the 
world.  It  belongs  to  nobody,  so  far  as  the  right  of  con- 
trolling it  is  concerned,  except  to  those  who  founded  it  and 
to  their  successors.  It  is  like  every  other  College  in  the  coun- 
try, with  here  and  there  an  exception,  in  this  respect.  It  is  a 
corporation  designed  by  its  originators  to  be,  and  having  always 
been,  self-perpetuating.  It  was  founded  for  special  purposes, 
and  its  founders,  like  most  other  wise  men  who  have  had  a  sim- 
ilar work  to  do,  felt  that  it  was  more  sure  to  accomplish  these 
ends  for  all  time,  if  they  gave  to  its  Trustees  the  power  of 
selecting  their  own  successors,  than  if  they  left  it  to  the  chances 
and  dangers  of  the  uncertain  future.  Their  wisdom  has  been 
justified  by  its  wonderful  growth  and  prosperity  for  more  than 
a  century  and  a  half.  When  it  ceases  to  do  good,  let  the  pub- 
lic withdraw  their  approbation  by  withdrawing  its  students. 
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But  while  it  keeps  onward  in  its  present  course — its  numbers 
and  opportunities,  and  means  of  usefulness,  and  reputation, 
and  permanent  funds  incroasing^  with  a  steady  and  uninter- 
rupted progress — we  have  n«)  fears  either  that  it  will  ever  lose 
its  honorable  position,  or  that  judicious  and  Christian  men  will 
feel  that  the  fathers  made  a  mistake  in  creating  its  Board  of 
Trustees,  in  its  esf^ential  part,  a  self-perpetuating  board.  It 
is  a  public  institution,  inasmuch  as  it  is  for  the  good  of  the 
world.  It  is  a  beneficent  public  institution,  inasmuch  as  it 
gives  the  best  education  which  the  country  affords  to  every 
student,  who  comes  to  it,  at  less  than  one-half  of  its  actual 
cost.  But  in  its  management  and  government,  it  is  not,  and 
was  never  designed  to  be,  a  public  institution.  It  is  what 
every  other  institution  for  benevolence,  or  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  world — which  is  not  established  by  the  State — in- 
variably is, — namely,  a  self-perpetuating  corporation.  An4,so 
long  as  it  has  the  great  interests  of  religion  and  education  to 
care  for  and  watch  over,  it  should  remain  what  it  now  is. 
The  great  body  of  the  Alumni,  as  we  believe,  agree  with  ns  in 
this  view ;  and  we  present  it  thus  emphatically,  not  because 
we  doubt  their  opinions,  but  because  there  is  evidently,  in  the 
minds  of  a  few,  both  among  the  Alumni  and  outside  of  their 
number,  an  idea  that  the  successors  of  the  original  founders  of 
Yale  College  have,  and  that  they  ought  to  have,  no  more 
claim  to  control  it  than  any  other  body  of  men.  The  only 
question  in  this  matter — and  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  or 
too  constantly  borne  in  mind — is  not  one  of  rights  on  the  part 
of  any  one  among  the  public  or  even  among  the  Alumni,  but 
solely  one  which  concerns  the  highest  well-heing  of  the  Uni- 
versii/y.  If  this  can  best  be  secured  by  the  appointment  (in 
addition  to  the  present  clerical  members,  who,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  have,  from  the  early  times,  been  almost  without 
exception  of  the  number  of  its  graduates)  of  the  six  remaining 
members  of  its  Board  of  Trustees  from  among  its  Alumni, 
then  it  becomes  an  act  of  wisdom  on  its  part  to  appoint  them  ;-— 
and  this^  and  this  (done,  is  the  question  which  ought  now  to  be 
discussed.  President  Woolsey  has  expressed  his  opinion  in 
answer  to  this  question,  and  we  have  found  it  to  be  favorable 
to  this  new  reception  of  graduates  into  the  governing  Board. 
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But,  in  his  Article  above  alluded  to,  in  which  his  view  seems 
to  be  more  fully  expressed  than  in  his  remarks  in  New  York, 
he  has  suggested  one  or  two  dangers,  which  have  appeared  to 
us  so  serious  as  to  deserve  most  careful  consideration  before 
the  plan  in  its  details  should  be  finally  determined  upon.  He 
savs,  "  Will  not  these  graduates,  if  well  elected,  be  a  new 
strength  to  their  Alma  Mater  f"  and  in  speaking  of  the  similar 
changes  at  Harvard,  he  says,  ^'  What  is  there  to  prevent  party 
tickets  among  the  graduates,  with  the  necessary  excitements 
before  and  ill-feeling  after  the  election?"  If  the  graduate 
members  are  not  "  well  elected^^^  they  had  better  not  be  elected 
at  all. 

There  have  been,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  only  two  methods 
of  choosing  these  members  suggested  publicly  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  both  of  them  seem  to  us  open  to  serious  objections. 
One  of  these  methods  is  to  have  the  elections  held  at  the 
meetings  of  the  graduates  at  the  time  of  the  annual  Commence- 
ment of  the  College.  These  annual  meetings  are  necessarily 
hurried  meetings.  They  are  attended  by  not  more  than  a 
sixth  part  of  the  living  Alumni.  They  are  seasons  when  a 
thousand  other  things  are  filling  the  minds  of  those  present, 
unless,  indeed,  they  come  for  this  purpose  only.  They  could, 
therefore,  be  very  easily  ''  packed  " — to  use  the  language  of 
politics — in  favor  of  particular  candidates,  or  even  by  the  can- 
didates themselves.  Thoy  would  be  liable  to  have  their  harmo- 
ny and  good  feeling — so  large  a  part  of  the  usefulness  and  en- 
joyment of  such  meetings — broken  up  by  the  pressing  of"  party- 
tickets,"  and  by  the  "  excitements  and  ill-feeling,"  of  which  Dr. 
Woolsey  speaks.  Moreover,  there  is  no  opportunity  at  such 
meetings  for  that  calmness  and  seriousness  of  consideration, 
which  is  essential  in  order  to  the  selecting  of  suitable  men  for 
the  office.  It  is  the  restless  and  dissatisfied  men  who  are  most 
active  on  all  such  occasions.  Those  who  are  content  to  "  let 
well  enough  alone,"  and  see  no  special  change  of  management 
to  be  necessary,  will  either  be  absent  or  will  generally  be  in 
active.  And  the  field  is  thus  free  for  the  operations  of  the 
former  class.  Who  can  doubt  that  they  will,  most  likely,  be 
successful  wherever  the  conservative  section  is  not  roused,  as  it 
will  not  otlen  be,  to  an  earnest  opposition  ?     President  Woolsey 
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paid  no  mean  compliment  to  the  State  Senators,  and  said  no 
light  word  in  favor  of  the  present  system,  when  he  said  that 
those  gentlemen  "  had  done  no  harm,"    If  the  method  above 
snggested    for  choosing  the  graduate  members  were  to   be 
adopted,  we  question  very  much  whether,  alter  twenty  years' 
experience,  it  could  be  said,  with  equal  truth,  that  they  had 
"  done  no  harm."     And  this,  not  because  the  graduates  are 
not  the  best  class  of  men,  but  because  they  are  like  all  other 
men,  and  therefore  the  innovators  and  hasty  reformers   and 
more  selfish  among  them  would,  under  such  a  system  of  election, 
be  very  often  successful  in  pushing  their  way  into  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs.     We  do  not  say  that  this  would  always  be  the 
fact.     Perhaps  it  might  not  be  oftener  than  in  one  case  out  of 
every  three  or  four.     But  the  election  of  one  noisy  agitator,  or 
of  a  single  individual  who  was  disposed  to  think,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  declared  views  of  one  of  the  prominent  Trustees 
of  a  prominent  College  in  New  York,  that  the  reading  of  the 
American  Encyclopedia  would  be  as  good  a  way  of  educating 
the  mind  as  the  usual  course  of  College  studies,  might  be  an 
incalculable  injury  to  any  institution  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  sound  learning.     We  have  had  some  opportunities  for  per- 
sonal observation  in  this  matter,  and  we  have  had  testimony 
founded  on  long  acquaintance  with  the  government  of  at  least 
one  other  prominent  College ;  and  we  believe  that  the  greatest 
of  all  dangers  to  which  such  institutions  are  exposed  is  from 
the  election  into  their  Boards  of  Trustees  of  men  who  will ''  do 
hHrm."     And  in   the  adoption  of  any  new  system  of  election, 
the  wisest  thought  and  the  greatest  care  ought  to  be  brought 
into  exercise  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  choice  of  such 
men. 

The  same  objections  apply,  to  an  equal,  if  not  even  greater 
degree,  to  the  other  of  the  two  plans  referred  to  above — 
namely,  the  election  of  one  member  of  the  Corporation  by  each 
of  the  Associations  of  the  Alumni  in  the  various  larger  cities  of 
the  courUry.  These  bodies,  being  much  smaller  than  the  one 
which  assembles  at  the  College  at  Commencement,  would  be 
even  more  likely  to  be  hurried  or  engineered  into  the  adoption 
of  ill-judged  measures,  or  the  election  of  unsuitable  men.  But 
there   are   further  weighty   objections   against  this  scheme. 
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These  bodies,  located  in  different  cities,  have,  of  necessity,  their 
local  prejudices,  and  may  not  unfrequently  have  views  which 
are  determined  by  the  sympathies  of  the  region  in  which  they 
live.  Moreover  they,  all  together,  include  only  a  section,  and 
even  a  small  section,  of  the  whole  Alumni.  Tlie  power  of 
election  is  thus  thrown  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  while  those 
who  are  in  the  more  remote  and  retired  places  are  denied  any 
voice  in  the  matter ;  and  these  more  retired  men  are  often  the 
ones  whose  judgment  is  of  most  value,  and  whose  minds  are 
least  likely  to  be  carried  away  by  ill-considered  views.  We 
see  no  reason  why  Boston  and  Philadelphia  graduates,  for  ex- 
ample, should  take  this  matter  into  their  own  hands,  while  the 
alumnus,  whose  work  in  life  calls  him  to  live  in  Northern 
Vermont,  or  the  interior  of  Georgia,  is  set  entirely  aside,  sim- 
ply because  of  his  residence.  It  might,  possibly,  be  desirable, 
at  some  time,  that  a  particular  graduate  from  Boston  or  from 
Philadelphia  should  be  in  the  Corporation  of  the  College,  but, 
even  if  it  should  be  so,  ho  should  not,  for  very  obvious  reasons, 
be  elected  by  his  associates  only  whose  home  is  in  the  same 
city.  This  plan,  however,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  has  never 
been  suggested  by  any  one  except  a  single  speaker,  in  a  few 
extemporaneous  remarks  at  a  late  public  dinner,  and  doubtless 
it  was,  in  his  own  mind,  only  the  thought  of  the  moment.  It 
is  so  open  to  objections,  and  so  utterly  impracticable,  that  we 
can  hardly  believe  it  would  ever  be  seriously  entertained. 

Such  a  change  should  not  be  made  in  a  day.  It  should  be  care- 
fully considered.  And  the  consideration  and  decision  of  it  should 
turn — as  we  think  all  judicious  persons  will  admit — aolely  upon 
what  is  for  the  highest  good  of  the  College,  We  believe  that 
neither  of  the  plans  suggested  will  best  conduce  to  this  end. 
A  much  better  plan,  as  it  seems  to  us,  would  be  this.  Let  the 
present  Corporation,  who  would  be  able  to  do  it  with  much 
deli  Iteration — with  entire  freedom  from  prejudices — with  a 
due  regard  to  the  interests  of  all  sections — with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  College,  and  with  the  warm 
affection  for  it  which  has,  undeniably,  characterized  all  the 
permanent  members  in  the  past,  select  six  new  members  from 
among  the  graduates,  who  shall  hold  their  office  either  for  life, 
or  for  such  a  considerable  period  of  years  as  shall  give  them 
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opportunity  for  good  service ;  and  as  these  persons  pass  out  of 
oflSce,  by  death  or  otherwise,  let  the  Board,  as  then  existing, 
elect  successors  to  till  the  vacancies.  By  this  means,  the  best 
men  can  be  found — the  men  who  know  most  about  educational 
interests,  who  have  most  sympathy  with  sound  learning,  and 
whose  opinions  and  efforts  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  Col- 
lege. The  conservative  and  progressive  elements  can  thus  be 
best  united,  and  the  serious  dangers  of  every  kind  can  be 
most  successfully  avoided.  And  we  see  no  reason  why,  at 
least  in  rare  cases,  the  choice  might  not  go  beyond  the  circle  of 
the  Alumni,  and  rest  upon  such  men  as  Governor  Bucking- 
ham, whose  education  has  been  outside  of  college  walls,  indeed, 
but  whose  interest  in  the  cause  of  learning  is  as  honorable  as 
their  judgment  is  wise. 

The  men  who  elect  the  Trustees  should,  in  general,  be -the 
men  who  are  best  qualified  to  do  so.  No  oi.e  will  question 
this.  We  believe  that  these  men  are  the  ones  who  are  most 
familiar  with  the  College  history  and  its  interior  life.  The 
graduates  of  Yale  are  as  intelligent  a  body  of  persons,  no  doubt, 
as  the  country  contains.  They  are  possessed  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge  and  high  character,  as  much  as  any  men.  Their 
opinions,  on  many  subjects,  are  worthy  of  high  regard.  But 
comparatively  few  of  them,  after  leaving  the  College  at  their 
graduation,  are  able  to  know  anything  of  its  interior  life. 
They  are  widely  removed  from  it  in  space.  They  are  busily 
engaged  in  pursuits  which  draw  their  thoughts  away  from  it, 
and  which  give  them  little  opportunity  for  reflection  on  the 
great  subjects  of  education.  At  the  end  of  five,  or  ten,  or 
twenty  years,  therefore,  they  have,  by  the  very  necessities  of 
life,  lost  their  powers  of  passing  an  intelligent  judgment  on 
questions  which  arise  in  regard  to  the  progress  or  interests  of 
the  institution  with  which  they  were  once  familiar  as  students. 
They  have  become  unqualified,  for  the  same  reason,  to  de- 
cide intelligently  who  are  the  best  persons  to  be  chosen  for  the 
management  of  its  affairs.  And  it  is  no  disparagement  to  them 
to  say  that  they  are  thus  disqualified.  The  same  is  true  in  re- 
gard to  every  department  of  life.  If  I  have  been  connected 
with  a  college  for  twenty  years  as  an  instructor  or  a  trustee,  if 
1  have  daily  watched  its  growth  and  known  everything  be- 
logning  to  it,  if  I  have  had  a  large  share  in  raising  all  its  fund 
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wl)icli  have  been  gathered  in  dnring  all  that  period,  if  I  have 
canvassed  the  field,  over  and  over  again,  and  have  become  ac- 
quainted, in  this  way,  with  all  the  probabilities  and  possibili- 
ties of  enlarging  its  meansofgood,  if  Ihave  made  its  work  my 
life's  work,  and  have  filled  my  mind  with  those  things  which 
lie  within  its  field  of  study  and  of  usefulness,  I  am,  for  this  very 
reason,  better  qualified, — and  vastly  better  qualified, — to  judge 
what  is  for  its  good,  or  what  person  will  be  most  useful  as  one 
of  its  governing  Board,  than  my  classmate  who  has  passed 
those  same  twenty  years  in  a  New  York  bank  or  lawyer's 
office.  And  it  is  as  reasonable  to  place  my  views  on  questions 
belonging  to  his  line  of  life  on  an  equality  with  his,  as  it  is  to 
place  his,  in  my  line  of  life,  on  an  equality  with  mine.  He 
may  be  a  much  abler  man  than  I  am  in  many  respects,  but  he 
is  inferior  to  me  in  this  respect,  because  he  has,  of  necessity, 
been  thinking  mainly  of  other  things.  No  one  can  reflect  upon 
this  subject,  with  any  seriousness,  without  admitting  the  truth 
of  what  we  say.  It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  either  party,  if  it 
were  not  so.  It  is  no  depreciation,  therefore,  of  the  merits  of  the 
graduates  of  any  one  of  our  Colleges  to  say  that  great  numbers  of 
them  have  not  the  essential  qualifications  to  give  judgment  on 
its  management,  or  the  necessary  knowledge  of  the  subject,  in 
all  its  relations,  to  make  them  wise  voters  for  its  offices  (»f 
trust.  In  the  case  of  the  government  of  the  country  this  is 
not  so,  for  every  intelligent  man,  by  the  very  demands  of  his 
life  and  highest  interests,  is  compelled  to  think  constantly  and 
intelligently  on  political  subjects,  but,  in  the  case  of  colleges 
and  all  private  institutions  for  the  public  good,  what  we  have 
said  is  certainly  true.  A  very  large  section  of  those  who  leave 
our  colleges  never  give  any  study,  and,  from  the  pressure  of 
their  work  in  life,  are  never  able  to  give  any  serious  study,  to 
the  subject  of  College  education ; — and  they  surely  ought  not 
to  vote  on  the  subject.  If  they  do  vote,  what  shall  prevent 
their  voting  wrong, — or  what  shall  prevent  their  voting  lor  the 
wrong  man,  being  led  by  his  prominence  and  reputation  to  be- 
lieve him  to  be  qualified  for  what  he  has  really  no  fitness  for 
at  all  ?  But  if  the  election  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the  men 
who  thoroughly  know  what  they  are  doing — that  is,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board,  which  has  justified  its  claim  to  wisdom 
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and  disinterestednesB  by  a  long  course  of  service,  then  all  these 
evils  will  be  avoided,  so  far  as  they  can  be  with  any  arrange- 
ment which  can  be  devised. 

The  change  in  the  Corporation  which  is  now  under  discussion 
has  not,  as  is  erroneously  believed  by  many,  been  called  for, 
for  some  years  past,  by  any  general  movement  of  the  graduates, 
nor,  so  far  as  any  evidence  has  yet  been  given,  by  any  large 
body  among  the  graduates.  A  few  persons,  no  doubt,  here 
and  there  had  spoken  of  some  such  thing,  and  wished  that 
some  change  might  take  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board. 
But  when  the  first  suggestion  of  it  was  made  by  President 
Woolsey,  it  was  a  new  thought  to  almost  every  one.  Since  its 
suggestion  very  few  of  the  Alumni  have  earnestly  advocated 
it,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  numbers  among  them 
do  not  feel  that  it  is  very  desirable.  But,  however  this  may 
be,  one  thing  is  clearly  manifest — that  there  has  been  neither 
any  universal,  nor  any  general,  nor  any  specially  noticeable 
complaint  among  the  Alumni  as  to  the  general  management 
ot  the  College  by  its  present  Board.  The  almost  universal 
feeling  is  that  which  President  Woolsey  has  so  decidedly  and 
publicly  expressed— namely,  that  of  confidence  in  it.  A  small 
number  of  graduates  and  of  other  persons — most  of  whom  havre 
no  intimate  knowledge  whatever  of  the  affairs  of  the  College — 
have  spoken  depreciatingly  of  the  Corporation.  Complaints 
in  regard  to  certain  things  in  its  action  or  want  of  action,  from 
time  to  time,  have  been  heard  from  different  quarters,  and 
some  of  them  may  have  been  just  ones.  But  as  for  any  general* 
dissatisfaction  with  the  |)resent  government,  or  any  feeling  that 
a  change  ought  to  be  made  on  this  account,  there  is  not  only 
no  evidence  existing  of  any  such  thing,  but  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  it  is  far  otherwise.  The  graduates  of  Yale 
College  are  not,  and  never  have  been,  dissatisfied  with  its  njan- 
a^jement,  or  without  confidence  in  its  Corporation  ; — and  the 
statement  that  they  are  so  is  one  of  those  loose  statements 
which  we  so  often  hear  in  these  days,  and  which  rest  mainly, 
if  not  wholly,  on  the  views  of  the  few  persons  who  make 
them.  No  man,  or  body  of  men,  is  perfect.  Mistakes  will  in- 
evitably occur  in  the  course  of  years ; — and,  when  they  occur, 
they  will  be  seen,  and  will,  sometimes  at  least,  be  spoken  of. 
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But  we  do  not  believe  any  Corporation  over  existed  in  the 
country  against  whom  less  complaint  was  made,  than  has  been 
made  against  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College  by  its  great  body 
of  judicious  graduates. 

The  idea,  then,  which  has  been  thrown  out  in  some  quar- 
ters, that  the  graduates  of  Yale  have  not  contributed  more 
largely  to  its  funds  because  they  were  unwilling  to  intrust  their 
money  to  the  keeping  of  Trustees  who  were  so  unqualified  to 
take  care  of  it,  is  an  idea,  as  we  believe,  totally  without  foundor- 
tion.    It  is  a  very  remarkable  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact ; — ^for  during 
the  last  few  years,  within  which  these  assertions  of  wide  spread 
dissatisfaction  have  especially  been  made,  nearly  a  million  of 
dollars  has  been  given  into  the  hands  of  this  Board  from 
men  who  do  not  throw  away  their  money  with  no  care  as  to 
what  becomes  of  it, — a  sum  not  only  larger  by  far  than  had 
ever  been   given   before,    but  larger    than    has    been   con- 
tributed, during  the  same  period,  to  any  other  College  in  the 
country, — not  excepting  Harvard  itself,  whose  vicinity  to  the 
rich  men  of  Boston  has  always  given  it  special  advantages  in 
this  regard,  and  whose  preeminence  in  the  amount  of  its  dona- 
tions has,  until  this  recent  period,  been  unquestioned.     The 
gentlemen  who  are  troubled  in  view  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
present  Corporation  to  manage  the  College  funds  are  not 
among  the  generous  and  wealthy  men  of  the  country.     Nor  do 
they,  as  we  believe,  include  the  great  body  of  such  men  among 
the  graduates,  for,  within  this  same  period,  more  has  been  given 
by  graduates  to  the  College  than  ever  before.     A  single  one 
among  them  has  presented  to  the  College  the  sum  of  nearly 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.     And  another,  who  resides  in 
New  Haven,  and   who  has  had  opportunities  of  observing 
the  management  of  the  institution  for  many  years,  has  been  a 
most  frequent  and  liberal  donor — so  much  so  that,  probably, 
no  man  in  the  country  has  ever  proved  himself  to  be  a  more 
wise,  more  constant,  or  more  faithful  friend  to  the  cause  of 
education  in  Literature  or  Art  than  has  he  in  what  he  has  done 
for  Yale  College.     Surely,  if  evidence  can  be  obtained  any- 
where, that  the  possessors  of  wealth  have  the  same  confidence, 
which  Dr.  Woolsey  has,  in  this  Board  of  Trustees,  here  is  such 
evidence  of  a  most  unmistakable  character — in  a  most  abund- 
ant degree.    Why,  then,  have  not  the  graduates  generally 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869]  Yale  CoUege.  28P 

made  larger  contributions?    There  are  several  reasons  why 
they  have  not.     One  is,  that  most  of  them  have  always  been 
men  of  moderate  means,  and,  until  quite  recently,  almost  none 
of  them  have  been  possessors  of  ample  fortunes.    Another  is, 
that,  in  this  imperfect  world,  very  few  persons  give  very  largely 
to  any  object  entirely  of  their  own  impulse,  or  except  as  they 
are  impelled  to  it  by  the  solicitations  of  others ;  and  the  grad- 
uates of  Tale  do  not,  like  those  of  Harvard,  live  in  its  imme- 
diate neighborhood,  but  are  scattered  all  over  the  country, 
where  they  have  never  been  reached  by  persons  soliciting  in 
behalf  of  the  College.     Still  another  reason  is,  that,  in  this  day, 
men  who  ha,ve  only  a  small  sum  to  give — a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars, perhaps — feel  that  it  is  lost,  and  that  it  becomes  almost 
useless  among  the  gitls  of  tens  of  thousands  from  wealthy  men 
around  them.     The  feeling  has  come  to  be  this,  that  a  large 
gift  must  be  given  to  a  great  institution,  or  none  at  aU}  and 
men  who  cannot  give  large  sums  feel  themselves,  therefore, 
almost  shut  up  to  the  other  alternative.     We  have  met  hun- 
dreds of  the  graduates  of  Yale  from  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, during  the  past  twenty  years,  and  have  conversed  with 
them  freely  on  the  subject  of  the  College.     We  have  heard 
from  them  numberless  expressions  of  warm  aftection  and  grati- 
tude for  what  the  College  had  bestowed  upon  them  while  mem- 
bers of  it.     We  have  found  many  who  said  they  would  gladly 
aid  it  by  pecuniary  gifts,  if  they  could.     But  we  have  never 
seen  a  single  one  who  expressed  the  slightest  unwillingncbs  to 
intrust  anything  which  he  had  to  give  to  its  Board  of  Trustees. 
And  even  one  of  the  most  active  and  energetic  advocates  of 
the  present  proposed  change,  with  whom  we  were  personally 
connected  for  a  considerable  period,  was  not  only  willing  to 
subscribe  according  to  his  ability  for  the  assistance  of  the  Col- 
lege, but  to  press  its  claims  far  and  wide  upon  others.     We  be- 
lieve that  nothing  is  more  true  than  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Alumni  are  satisfied,  in  the  main,  with  the  financial  manage- 
ment of  the  College,  so  far  as  they  are  qualified,  by  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  to  judge  of  the  matter ;  and  that  the  reason  of  the 
small  number  of  gifts  which  have  been  received  from  them,  is 
to  be  sought  elsewhere  than  in  any  feeling  of  discontent.     We 
do  not  doubt  that  the  number  of  gifts,  and  of  large  gifts,  from 
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the  graduates,  as  well  as  from  others,  will  iiicrease  in  the 
futnre.  We  believe  it,  because  the  graduates,  as  well  as  other 
men,  are  growing  richer  constantly,  because  the  habit  of  giving 
is  extending  itself  and  becoming  more  settled  everywhere  in 
the  country,  and  because  there  will  doubtless  be  more  system- 
atic arrangenients  hereafter  to  solicit  such  gifts.  But  we  do 
not  believe  the  proposed  change  in  the  Corporation —whatever 
other  advantages  may  result  from  it — will  remove  any  unwill- 
ingness, or  increase  materially  the  willingness,  of  the  gradu- 
ates to  give  to  the  College.  Money  fur  benevolent  causes  is 
gathered  in  only  by  hard  work.  It  is  very  easy,  in  the  enthu- 
siasm of  a  public  meeting  or  the  good  fellowship  of  a  public 
dinner,  to  say.  Undertake  this  or  that  gigantic  enterprise  and 
present  the  bill  to  the  Aiunsni.  But  the  man  who  should  be- 
gin to  carry  out  thfe  enterprise  on  the  ground  of  this  encourage- 
ment, would  show  that  he  had  had  little  experience  in  the  mat- 
ter of  raising  money  by  contributions.  The  gifts  to  Tale  Col- 
lege, during  the  past  ten,  not  to  say  the  past  forty,  years,  have 
been  obtained,  in  very  large  measure,  because  the  officers  of 
the  College  have  earnestly  and  patiently  solicited  them.  The 
same  thing  will  be  true  in  all  time  to  come,  and  it  will  mainly 
be  in  answer  to  their  personal  and  patient  solicitations  that 
money  will  ever  be  obtained.  And  the  mere  fact,  that  the 
Alumni  are  represented  in  the  Corporation  by  a  few  honorable 
gentlemen,  will  not  change  the  great  law  of  the  world.  Men 
will  not  be  inspired  by  this  fact  to  give  largely.  They  will, 
in  general,  give  largely,  if  at  all,  just  as  they  have  done, 
because  the  College  Faculty — the  men  who  have  given  them- 
selves to  the  College,  and  who  live  in  it  every  day — go  out 
among  them,  with  all  the  influence  and  earnestness  which 
they  poeeess,  and  tell,  as  no  one  else  can  tell,  the  story  of  its 
wants. 

We  have  spoken,  thus,  at  some  length  upon  this  subject,  be- 
cause we  feel  that  certain  erroneous,  and,  on  the  part  of  some 
persons,  diligently  disseminated  views  need  to  be  corrected 
and  shown  to  be  unfounded.  The  reason  for  the  proposed 
change  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  one  of  these  things  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  ;  and  as  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
is  entered  upon  seriously,  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  real 
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point  in  question.  If  the  College  will,  on  the  whole,  be  bene- 
fited by  the  presence  in  its  Corporation  of  six  of  its  graduates, 
in  place  of  the  present  equal  number  of  State  Senators,  then, 
doubtless,  the  change  may  well  be  made,  but  not  otherwise. 
This  is  the  reason  given  by  President  Woolsey  for  favoring  the 
change,  and  is  the  only  reason  which  he  has  given  or  which  is 
worthy  of  consideration.  The  highest  interests  of  the  College 
as  infiu&aced  by  the  character  of  the  men  composing  its  Board 
of  Trustees — this  is  the  whole  question  to  be  discussed.  We  do 
not  think  this  question  ought  to  be  decided,  except  after  de- 
liberate consideration.  But,  if  it  is  decided,  and  decided 
favorably  for  the  proposed  change,  then  there  is  another  most 
important  point,  which  demands  careful  thought — namely,  the 
manner  in  which  these  persons  shall  be  cbosen.  We  believe 
the  plans  suggested  are  fraught  with  possibilities  of  danger  and 
evil,  as  we  have  already  shown ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that 
the  plan  of  election  by  the  members  of  the  Board  itself  from 
among  the  Alumni,  is  a  plan  which  will  be  most  free  from  all 
evil,  and  which  will  best  secure  the  great  ends  of  deliberation 
and  wisdom  in  the  choice,  as  well  as  the  possession  of  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  all  the  essential  qualifications  for  the  oflice 
on  the  part  of  those  who  make  the  choice. 

II.  The  Removal  of  the  College. 

The  second  prominent  subject  referred  to  at  the  New  York 
meeting  was  also  brought  forward  by  President  Woolsey.  It 
was  the  subject  of  a  removal  of  the  College  from  its  present 
site,  and  building  anew  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
from  the  center  of  the  city,  where  it  now  is.  The  President, 
in  speaking  upon  this  point,  announced  a  decision  which  had 
been  reached  after  the  most  serious  cor»sideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  and  a  most  careful  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  under- 
taking,— namely,  a  decision  that  the  C<»llege  must  remain 
where  it  is.  As  this  subject,  also,  has  been  discussed  in  the 
public  papers  and  elsewhere  quite  extensively  of  late,  and  as 
few  persons,  who  have  not  patiently  looked  into  it  on  all  sides, 
appreciate  it  in  its  various  bearings,  it  is  deemed  not  inappro- 
priate to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  it  here, — presenting  the 
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matter  in  what  we  believe  to  be  its  proper  light,  and  showing 
that  some  of  the  arguments  urged  in  favor  of  a  removal  are  of 
little  weight,  while  others  are  overbalanced  by  the  diflSculties 
which  lie  in  the  way  of  accomplishing  it. 

The  removal  of  Yale  College  from  its  present  site  has  been 
advocated  chiefly  on  account  of  the  present  size  and  prospective 
growth  of  the  city  of  New  Haven.  It  has  been  thought  by 
many  that,  if  a  new  site  could  be  procured  on  the  east  side  of 
Prospect  street,  on  the  elevated  land  which  stretches  north- 
ward of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Winchester,  great  advantages 
would  result  from  the  change.  Any  other  site  among  ^hose 
which  have  been  named  and  which  could  be  procured,  would 
be,  in  our  judgment,  undesirable  ;  and  the  question  of  re- 
moving to  any  other  would  not  deserve  to  be  entertained. 
Among  the  reasons  advanced  in  favor  of  removal,  is  the  con- 
sideration of  health.  It  is  thought  that  the  new  situation 
would  be  in  this  respect  decidedly  preferable  to  the  place 
where  the  Colleges  now  stand.  To  this  argument  we  are  not 
inclined  to  attach  much  weight.  New  Haven,  whatever  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  the  contrary,  is  one  of  the  most 
healtliful  towns  in  the  country.  Its  soil,  though  flat,  is  porous, 
and  it  is  washed  half  round  its  borders  by  the  tides  of  the  sea. 
During  the  month  of  August,  which  is  here  the  least  salubri- 
ous month  in  the  year,  the  students  are  dispersed  for  vacation. 
It  is  rare  that  anything  that  can  be  called  an  epidemic  prevails 
here.  A  year  ago  there  were  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
among  the  students,  several  of  which  proved  fatal.  But  at 
that  time,  the  aggregate  amount  of  sickness  in  College,  as 
physicians  assure  us,  was  not  greater  than  is  usually  the  fact  at 
the  8ame  season  of  the  year ;  and  the  reports  of  the  unhealthy 
C(»ndition  of  the  city,  which  were  spread  abroad  in  the  news- 
papers, were  largely  the  product  of  fancy.  Students,  as  a 
rule,  are  far  from  being  distinguished  for  their  prudence  as  re- 
gards the  care  of  their  bodies ;  and  yet  the  average  health  of 
the  members  of  College  is  remarkable.  The  present  site,  if 
provisions  are  made  for  drainage — which  can  be  made  easily, 
at  a  small  cost — will  aflbrd  no  ground  for  apprehension  or 
complaint  on  this  score.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  moral  ex- 
posures of  students  will  constitute  an  increasing  evil  connected 
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with  its  present  position.  In  reply,  it  may  be  said  tliat  these 
are  not  to  be  lessened  by  removing  to  a  short  distance  from  the 
city.  The  city  will  still  be  readily  accessible.  Cambridge  is 
several  miles  from  Boston,  bnt  the  temptations  offered  to 
students  there  are  fully  as  great  as  if  the  College  were  in  the 
city  itself.  As  far  as  manners  and  deportment  are  concerned, 
a  city  is  to  be  preferred  to  a  country  town  as  a  place  for  a  uni- 
versity. In  the  latter,  the  restraint  from  the  local  police  and 
from  the  public  opinion  of  citizens  is  comparatively  small. 
Most  of  the  great  universities — as  those  of  Paris,  Edinburgh, 
Berlin,  Heidelberg — are  in  cities.  Students  are  less  disorderly 
and  are  more  easily  controlled  in  a  large  town  than  in  a  small 
one.  It  should  also  be  observed  that  the  growth  of  New 
Haven  has  thus  far  not  been  such  as  to  deprive  it  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  rural  city.  There  is  room  still  for  indefinite  expan- 
sion without  crowding.  It  is  true  that  the  business  part  of  the 
town  will  be  compactly  built  and  have  the  characteristics  that 
belong  to  marts  everywhere.  The  possibility  that  the  College 
will  be  annoyed  by  the  vicinity  of  noise  and  business,  is  the 
chief  claim  that  can  be  urged  in  favor  of  a  change  of  location. 
Were  the  present  grounds  more  extensive,  this  objection  would 
lose  its  force.  At  present  the  College  is  fully  protected  in 
front  by  the  public  Green,  the  quiet  beanty  of  which  is  famil- 
iar to  all  who  know  anything  of  New  Haven.  An  extension 
of  the  College  limits  in  other  directions,  by  judicious  purchases, 
would  go  far  to  remove  the  difficulty  which  we  have  stated. 
The  trade  and  manufacturing  of  the  town  have  rather  tended 
to  move  away  from  the  College  than  towards  it  heretofore ; 
and  this  will,  also,  probably  be  the  case  hereafter.  Were 
the  dormitory  system  given  up,  no  erabarrassn*ent  would  be 
felt  from  the  contracted  extent  of  the  old  site.  But  it  is 
wisely  decided  to  retain  this  system,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  pro- 
vide accommodations  for  a  majority  of  the  students  on  the 
College  grounds. 

We  have  mentioned  the  considerations  which  have  an  im- 
portance as  bearing  on  the  question  whether  a  removal  is  ex- 
pedient. It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  such  pressing  neces- 
sity of  a  change  as  has  been  represented.  The  Institution  can 
be  comfortable,  can  continue  to  thrive  and  prosper,  on  the  old 
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spot,  which  is  consecrated  in  the  memories  and  attachments  of 
so  large  a  nnpber  of  graduates.  Few  universities  in  existence 
can  boast  of  what  is,  on  the  whole,  so  beautiful  and  commo- 
dious a  position. 

But,  granting  that  a  removal  might  be  desirable,  is  it  prac- 
ticable? The  first  answer  would  generally  be  in  the  affirma- 
tive. New  and  costlj  buildings  are  to  be  erected;  many  of 
the  old  buildings  must  before  long  disappear,  and  the  new  Art 
Building,"  being  designed,  in  part,  for  the  benefit  of  the  city, 
may  be  left  where  it  is.  The  valuable  land  on  which  the  In- 
stitution is  now  placed  can  be  sold,  and,  with  the  proceeds,  the 
new  site  can  be  purchased,  and  the  new  edifices  erected.  This 
would  be  the  first  impression  of  most  persons  to  whom  the 
question  of  the  practicabieness  of  a  removal  should  be  sub- 
mitted. A  more  thorough  inquiry,  however,  would  change 
this  impression.  On  the  mo6t  careful  and  sober  estimate  it  has 
been  ascertained,  that  the  College  could  not  be  transplanted 
without  an  expense  of  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
over  and  above  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  present  square, 
with  the  buildings  upon  it,  together  with  the  land  adjacent 
that  is  owned  by  the  College.  And  this  large  outlay  would 
only  give  the  same  amount  of  accommodations,  in  the  way  of 
public  and  private  rooms,  which  the  College  now  has  in  its 
present  place,  leaving  all  enlargements  in  these  respects, — that 
is,  the  erection  of  any  additional  number  of  buildings, — to  be 
provided  for  by  a  still  farther  outlay  of  money.  To  undertake 
the  removal,  without  a  half  of  a  million  of  dollars  to  begin 
with,  would  be  an  imprudent  and  unwarrantable  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  Corporation.  Can  this  large  sum  be  rai>ed 
for  such  a  purpose?  In  considering  this  question,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  bear  in  mind  several  facts.  One  of  these  is,  that  there 
are  pressing  and  acknowledged  wants  of  the  institution,  which 
it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  the  means  of  supplying.  The  Pro- 
fessors are  not  more  than  half  paid.  Their  salaries  are  not 
more  than  half  sufficient  to  support  a  family  respectably  in 
New  Haven.  Then  the  library  fund  is  miserably  inadequate. 
The  Professors  are  grievously  embarrassed  in  prosecuting 
the  researches  that  belong  to  their  various  departments  of 
study,  for  want  of  the  needed  books.     Then,  again,  for  the  best 
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efiBciency  of  the  Academical  Department,  its  corps  of  instrnct- 
ore  ought  to  be  doubled.  These  are  among  the  obvious  neces- 
sities of  the  College,  of  which  tlie  graduates  are  aware,  but 
which,  as  we  have  said,  it  is  very  hard  to  supply.  Another  fact 
is,  that  direct  efforts  to  solicit  contribntious  tor  the  Institution 
by  any  appeal  to  considerable  numbers  of  persons  or  the  general 
public,  even  when  prosecuted  with  energy  and  judgment,  have 
never  been  attended  with  more  than  moderate  success; — while, 
as  to  large  gifts  from  individual  perso'  s,  they  have  most  of 
them  come  only  atler  there  had  been  long  reflection  on  the 
part  of  the  donor,  and  as  the  r'pe  fruit  of  a  benevolent  purpose 
slowly  and  deliberately  formed.  But  the  absolute  necessity  of 
erecting  those  new  buildings,  for  which  provision  has  already 
been  made,  within  a  comparatively  brief  period,  will  not  per- 
mit the  determination  of  the  question  as  to  locating  them  to 
be  indefinitely  delayed.  Still  another  point  is,  that,  even  if  a 
half  of  a  million  of  dollars  could  be  collected  merely  to  change 
the  location  of  the  College,  it  might,  not  improbably,  follow 
that  the  giving  power  of  its  friends  would  be  so  far  exhausted 
that  it  would  suffer  for  a  long  time  to  come, — suffer,  we  mean, 
in  its  higher,  immaterial  interests.  But  as  to  the  feasibleness 
of  obtaining  this  large  sum  for  the  purpose  named,  the  opinion 
of  those  who  have  had  most  experience  in  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  College,  who  have  been  most  successful  in  obtaining 
gifts  for  it,  and  who  are  best  acquainted  with  its  graduates, 
nfust  be  heeded.  Their  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  utterly 
impracticable.  It  is  easy  to  be  very  sanguine  in  regard  to 
such  a  subject ;  but  let  those  who  are  most  sanguine  say,  first, 
how  much  they  would  give  themselves  to  effect  the  end ;  and, 
secondly,  how  much  they  can  promise  on  behalf  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, with  a  reasonable  probability  that  the  promise 
would  be  verified.  The  results  of  consultation  with  friends  of 
the  College  in  the  leading  cities  are  most  unfavorable  to  the 
hope  tijat  the  requisite  fund  could  be  obtained.  After  dinner 
enthusiasrta,  when  coined  into  money,  as  we  have  already 
said,  often  yields  an  unexpectedly  small  sum;  and  the  only 
way  for  practical  men,  who  are  charged  with  responsibility,  to 
determine  a  question  of  this  sort  ik^  to  make  inquiries  here  and 
there,  and  to  be  guided  by  the  results  of  such  inquiries  and  by 
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the  lights  of  experience.  It  being  thus  impracticable  to  change 
the  site  of  the  College,  it  behooves  the  institution  to  be  con- 
tent (as  well  it  may)  where  it  is.  The  friends  of  the  College 
will  do  well  to  direct  their  attention  to  those  wants  of  the  in- 
stitution which  are  more  imperative  and  more  serious  than  any 
that  are  likely  to  arise  from  the  dimensions  and  situation  of  its 
grounds,  and  of  which  we  now  propose  to  speak  somewhat 
more  particularly. 

in.  The  Wants  of  the  College. 

We  have  alluded,  in  a  former  part  of  this  Article,  to  the 
very  large  sum  of  money  which  has  been  given  to  the  College 
within  the  past  few  years,  and  yet,  in  the  remarks  just  made, 
we  have  stated  that  the  wants  of  the  institution  are  very  press- 
ing. How  are  these  two  statements  to  be  reconciled  ?  This 
is  a  question  which  has  risen,  doubtless,  in  many  minds,  and 
it  can  scarcely  be  wondered  at  if  the  general  conviction  of  late 
years  is  that  the  College  abounds  in  wealth.  A  pamphlet  has 
been  recently  placed  in  the  hands  of  many  of  the  Alumni, 
entitled  ''  Tale  College  in  1868,"  and  prepared  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  General  Society  of  the  Alumni,  which 
contains  a  careful  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  College  at 
present.  At  the  end  of  this  pamphlet  is  given  a  list  of  all  the 
benefactions  which  have  been. received  since  1860,  and  which 
severally  amount  to  $5,000  or  more.  On  looking  over  this 
list  we  notice,  what,  indeed,  is  mentioned  at  the  close  of  it, 
that  the  General  Fund  of  the  Academical  Department  has 
only  been  increased  to  the  extent  of  $5,000,  and,  we  may  add, 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  has  been 
given  for  the  special  purpose  of  erecting  new  buildings.  These 
more  special  gifts  have  been,  and  will  be,  of  great  service  to 
the  College  in  the  way  of  providing  superior  accommodations 
for  its  students,  and  of  furnishing  places  for  depositing  its  col- 
lections in  the  departments  of  Natural  History  and  of  the  Fine 
Arts.  But  it  is  manifest  that  they  do  little,  if  anything,  to- 
ward enlarging  the  means  of  instruction,  or  supplying  what 
we  have  called  the  *'  immaterial "  wants  of  the  College.  Most 
persons,  who  are  not  very  familiar  with  the  interior  life  of  our 
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collee^iate  institntions,  have  no  adequate  idea  of  the  amount  of 
money  which  is  needed  to  carry  forward  those  inetitutions  with 
the  higliest  efficiency  and  sncca<8.  The  mere  cost  of  suitable 
buildings  is  enormous,  and  a  very  large  amount  beyond  what 
Tale  lias  received  for  that  purpose  of  late  would  be  necessary 
to  answer  all  its  demands.  A  simple  arithmetical  calcu- 
lation, founded  upon  the  cost  of  a  single  appropriate  building, 
will  convince  any  person  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement. 
But  the  wants,  which  are  independent  of  these  outward  things, 
are  very  large.  Tlie  insufficient  salaries  of  the  Colle^re  officers 
have  been  already  incidentally  alluded  to  on  a  former  page. 
We  may  refer  to  this  matter  again  as  an  example  i  ^  point. 
The  present  salaries  of  the  Professors  in  the  Academical  De- 
partment are  scarcely  more  than  half  that  of  several  of  the 
clergymen  in  New  Haven — those  of  the  Professors  in  the  other 
Departments  are  even  less.  The  necessity  laid  upon  these 
gentlemen,  by  reason  of  this  fact,  to  do  other  and  outside  work, 
of  course  impairs  their  efficiency  for  the  College,  and  so  far 
hinders  its  highest  well-being.  Moreover,  how  are  men  to  be 
called  to  the  service  of  the  College  hereafter,  when  even  in 
that  most  ]X)orly  paid  of  all  the  professions,  the  ministry,  they 
are  able  to  command  in  our  cities,  both  larger  and  smaller,  a 
more  comfortable  support?  And,  again,  how  is  the  number  of 
Professors  and  teachers  to  be  increased,  as  it  must  be  in  the 
early  future,  and  ought  to  be  now?  The  increase  of  endow- 
ment, which  should  be  adequate  to  the  raising  of  the  salaries  of 
the  existing  Professors  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Col- 
lege, so  as  to  be  equal  to  those  of  the  ministers  of  New  Haven, 
would  be  an  increase  of  the  present  funds  by  an  amount  which 
would  surprise  most  persons  who  have  not  thought  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  yet  this,  again,  is  a  simple  arithmetical  matter,  and 
the  conclusion  forces  itself  irresistibly  on  the  mind  which  once 
con-  iders  it.  It  is  quite  within  bounds  to  say  that  a  sura  amount- 
ing to  at  least  one-half  of  a  million  of  dollars  is  needed  for  this 
one  object  alone.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  Professor- 
ships would  also  require  a  c(»rresponding  increase  in  the  funds 
of  the  College.  And  though  the  College  may  get  on,  as  it 
has  done,  with  honorable  progress  without  these  additional 
means ;  though  it  may  be  as  successful  as  the  other  Colleges 
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which  surround  it,  in  case  they  are  no  more  largely  endowed ; 
yet  it  is  very  clear  that  it  cannot  do  all  that  it  might  do,  and 
that  its  most  devoted  friends  hope  that  it  may  be  enabled  to 
do  in  the  future,  unless  its  Professorship  funds  are  very  largely 
increased.  The  wants  of  the  College  Library  have  also  been 
hinted  at,  on  a  preceding  page,  and  are  of  the  most  pressing 
character.  No  University  can  accomplish  its  work,  as  it  ought 
to  be  accomplished  for  the  good  of  the  country  and  the  cause 
of  education,  without  provision,  in  the  way  of  books,  for  the 
most  varied  and  thorough  investigations  in  every  branch  of 
learning.  The  implements  are  wanting  for  the  carrying  for- 
ward of  the  work  until  these  are  supplied,  and  they  cannot  be 
supplied  without  large  outlays  of  money.  There  should  be  an 
annual  income  of  some  thousands  of  dollars  for  this  object,  in- 
stead of  the  small  amount  which  can  now  be  devoted  to  it — 
only  about  fifteen  hundred  dolh.rs.  The  Librarian,  in  his  state- 
ment, in  the  pamphlet  of  which  we  have  spoken,  says  that  the 
scanty  income  at  present  received  has  been  necessarily  antici- 
pated to  such  an  extent  that  but  few  purchases,  and  those  only 
of  absolute  necessity,  can  now  be  ventured  upon.  '*It  will  be 
a  surprise  to  many,"  he  adds,  "  to  learn  that  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  while  the  cost  of  books  has  nearly  doubled,  and 
the  demand  arising  from  the  growth  of  the  College,  and  still 
more  from  the  increased  activity  in  every  department  of  know- 
ledge, has  multiplied  fourfold,  the  increase  of  the  library  funds 
is  expressed  by  so  small  a  fraction  as  one-tenth."  No  rich  man 
or  body  of  rich  men  could  do  a  greater  service  to  learning 
than  by  adding  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
scanty  fund  on  which  the  Library  now  rests.  The  various 
departments  of  the  College,  also^  have  peculiar  needs  of  their 
own.  The  School  of  Science,  which  has  been  aided  so  munifi- 
cently by  one  of  New  Haven's  most  liberal  citizens,  opens  still 
a  very  wide  field  for  the  offerings  of  those  generous-minded 
men  of  wealth  who  are  interested  in  the  progress  of  scientific 
knowledge  in  the  country.  Its  rapid  growth  and  great  suc- 
cess, during  the  past  few  years,  give  every  promise  for  the 
future,  if  it  can  be  sustained  as  it  should  be.  And  now  that 
it  affords  not  only  a  purely  scientific  education  in  the  several 
departments  of  Natural  Science,  but  also  a  general  education 
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for  those  young  men  who  do  not  desire  to  pursue  a  classical 
course,  it  appeals  to  all  who  are  interested  in  establishing  such 
a  course  of  study  in  our  Collegiate  institutions.  The  Theolog- 
ical Department,  which,  during  almost  all  its  history,  has  been 
exceedingly  limited  in  its  funds,  has  for  some  years  been  slowly 
gaining  in  this  respect,  but  it  needs  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  what  it  is  now 
in  possession  of,  in  order  that  it  may  complete  its  new  build- 
ing, and  may  afford  that  pecuniary  assistance  to  its  students 
which  wmII  be  an  absolute  necessity,  until  the  churches  give 
their  ministers  such  sufiicient  salaries  as  bhall  enable  them 
not  only  to  support  themselves  after  they  have  enrered  upon 
their  work,  but  to  discharge  the  debts  incurred  during  their 
education.  The  Law  and  Medical  Schools  are,  if  possible,  in 
even  more  pressing  need  than  those  mentioned  already.  Their 
past  efficiency  cannot  be  increased  in  the  ftiture,  as  their  offi- 
cers and  graduates  would  wish  it  to  be,  unless  they  are  pro- 
vided with  those  abundant  resources  which  the  times  demand. 
We  have  spoken  briefly,  and  in  only  a  general  way,  of  some  of 
those  things  which  the  College  still  requires;  and  we  think  any 
one  who  carefully  looks  into  the  matter  will  feel  that  it  is  won- 
derful that  so  great  results  have  been  accomplished  in  the  past 
with  so  limited  means,  and  will  also  feel  that  the  numerous  gen- 
erous gifts  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  institution  within 
the  past  ten  years,  though  amounting  to  nearly  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, yet  leave  very  great  and  urgent  necessities  still  unsupplied. 
A  million  of  dollars  more  given  lor  the  increase  of  the  means 
of  instruction,  and  for  the  '*  immaterial  "  interests  of  the  whole 
University,  would  be  no  more  than  is  needed  at  once.  The 
Alumni,  in  the  past,  have  had  only  a  limited  ability  to  help 
the  College  in  this  way.  But  they  are  now,  many  of  them, 
men  of  large  property,  and  they  are  rapidly  increasing  their 
means  with  every  passing  year.  Shall  we  not  all  remember 
the  debt  we  owe  to  our  Alma  Mater? 


In  the  suggestions  which  we  have  offered  on  the  foregoing 
topics,  all  of  which  were  more  or  less  fully  introduced  at  the 
late  meeting  in  New  York,  we  have  intended  to  address  our- 
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selves  more  especially  to  the  graduates  of  the  College.  We 
have  endeavored  to  clear  away  certain  mistaken  views  which 
have  sometimes  been  pressed  npon  their  notice,  and  to  present 
the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  true  light.  We  have,  also,  called 
their  attention  to  the  wants  ot  the  Institution.  As  members 
of  the  great  company  of  the  Alumni,  we  have  believed  that  it 
was  not  unsuitable  for  us  to  speak  on  these  important  subjects, 
now  that  they  have  been  brought  forward  and  that  discussion 
in  regard  to  them  has  already  commenced.  The  Alumni  of 
Yale  are  her  glory,  even  as  the  children  of  a  family  are  the 
glory  of  their  parents,  and,  as  they  are  widely  scattered  over 
the  land,  they  may  do  much  for  her  prosperity  if  they  will 
give  to  her  of  their  substance.  In  the  pages  which  follow,  we 
desire  to  add  a  few  words  on  one  or  two  other  subjects  which 
are  of  interest  to  the  graduates.  And  as  the  fourth  point  of 
which  we  speak, — being  partakers  with  them  all  in  the  bless- 
ings of  the  liberal  education  which  has  been  so  generously  be- 
stowed upon  us, — we  are  glad  to  assure  them  that,  in  the  great 
controversies  of  the  present  time,  the  College  takes  no  uncer- 
tain ground. 

IV.  TuE  Relation  of  the  College  to  Educational  Reform. 

Tale  College  has  kept  pace  with  the  times  in  introducing 
new  branches  of  study  into  its  system  of  education.  The  as- 
tonishing progress  of  the  physical  sciences,  and  the  great  work 
to  be  done  in  developing  the  material  resources  of  this  country, 
suggested  the  need  of  the  establishment  of  courses  of  instruc- 
tion, in  which  these  studies  should  have  the  principal  place. 
The  Scientific  School,  founded  mainly  by  the  munificence  of 
Mr.  Joseph  E.  SheflBeld,  meets  this  need.  The  Scientific 
School,  we  may  add,  is  one  section  of  the  more  extensive  De- 
partment of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  which  undertakes  to 
provide  higher  instruction  also  in  Philology,  History,  and 
Metaphysics.  The  small  number  of  Bachelors  of  Arts  who 
desire  to  pursue  a  post-graduate  course,  is  the  only  reason  that 
prevents  this  last  section  of  the  Department  from  assuming  the 
prominence  which  has  been  attained  by  the  School  of  Science. 
We  do  not  see  that  Cornell  University  offers  any  superior  ad. 
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vantages,  as  regards  the  number  and  variety  of  studies  and 
conrses  of  study,  which  are  provided.  Without  any  flourish  of 
trumpets,  Yale  College  has  met  the  reasonable  demands  of  the 
time,  in  this  particular,  quite  as  fully  as  any  other  institution. 
Bat  Yale  has  refused  to  take  any  step  which  implies  a  dimin- 
ished esteem  for  liberal  education  according  to  the  old  stand- 
ard. In  the  Collie  course  proper,  the  classics  still  bold  their 
place.  The  degrees  that  are  proper  to  those  who  have  pursued 
this  course  are  not  given  to  others.  There  is  no  disposition 
here,  as  far  as  we  know,  to  yield  to  the  clamor  for  the  substi- 
tution of  other  branches  for  Greek  and  Latin,  for  the  reason 
that  this  clamor  is  considered  to  spring  from  superficial  and 
false  ideas  of  education.  The  advantage  of  the  new  or  special 
courses  for  a  large  class  of  young  men,  whose  circumstances 
and  plans  of  life  render  it  inexpedient  for  them  to  receive  a 
learned  education,  is  freely  conceded.  But  the  peculiar 
and  indispensable  place  of  a  classical  training  in  a  system  of 
liberal  education,  depends  on  facts  which  man  cannot  alter. 
The  character  of  the  ancient  nations  and  their  relation  to  the 
history  of  civilization,  apart  from  the  superior  disciplinary 
value  of  the  study  of  their  languages,  settles  this  question.  To 
all  schemes  for  subverting  or  radically  altering  the  College 
curriculum,  or  for  degrading  its  importance,  Yale  is  thoroughly 
hostile.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  some  room  may  wisely  be 
given  for  the  selection  of  studies  on  the  part  of  the  student ; 
but  the  optional  system  is  not  to  be  extended  so  far  as  to  les- 
sen materially  the  time  that  is  given  to  the  ancient  languages. 
We  r^ard  the  recent  changes  at  Harvard  as  inexpedient  and 
dangerous,  so  far  as  they  involve  a  departure  from  this  canon. 
Everything  that  tends  to  supplant  general  education  by  special, 
instead  of  making  the  former  the  basis  and  preparation  of  the 
latter,  is  founded  in  a  false  principle,  and  will  be  productive 
of  mischievous  consequences.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  young 
students  who  choose  their  studies  will  select  such  as  are  easiest 
to  them,  and  because  they  are  easiest;  but  this  is  a  poor 
criterion  for  determining  what  branches  it  is  best  for  them 
to  pursue.  The  truth  is  that,  generally  speaking,  they  are 
incapable  of  determining  this  question  for  themselves.  The 
science  of  education   is  something  which   they  very  poorly 
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nnderstand.  We  believe  that  all  such  selections,  whenever 
they  are  to  be  allowed,  should  be  made  under  the  advice  and 
direction  of  the  College  instructors,  and  that,  in  general,  a 
prescribed  course,  which  has  been  settled  upon  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  most  able  men,  and  tJie  excellence  of  which 
has  been  proved  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  should  be 
enjoined  upon  the  whole  body  of  the  students.  The  great 
thing  which  our  country  needs  is  not  less  but  more  of  sound 
learning.  Instead  of  throwing  out  the  classical  studies,  or 
limiting  them  to  the  briefest  possible  space,  our  Universities 
ought  all  to  do  what  Yale  has  done — namely,  to  offer  (op- 
portunities for  higher  and  more  extended  cultivation  of  them 
after  the  ordinary  Academical  course  is  ended. 


V.    CRmCISMS  OF  THE  CoLLEGE. 

All  our  Colleges,  of  late  years,  seem  to  have  been  exposed 
to  a  large  share  of  criticism.  The  advocates  of  almost  every 
new  theory  of  education  and  the  different  classes  of  persons, 
wlio  think  that  in  any  respect,  whether  of  government  or  dis- 
cipline or  instruction,  they  could  manage  these  institutions 
better  than  they  are  now  managed,  hasten  to  present  their 
views  and  complaints  before  the  public.  Radical  reformers  in 
this  department  of  life,  as  in  all  others,  consider  the  past  and 
its  wisdom  of  little  account,  and  they  are  not  content  even  to 
wait  for  that  slow  progress  by  which  great  and  long  established 
institutions  can  alone  be  safely  changed.  But  we  are  happy 
to  believe  that  in  regard  to  Yale  College,  to  say  nothing  of  any 
other,  tlie  persons  who  thus  criticise  it,  and  who  would  trans- 
form it  into  something  essentially  different  fr<»m  what  it  has 
been,  are  not  its  great  company  of  graduates.  They  under- 
stand too  well  what  it  once  did  for  themselves,  and  what  it  is 
now  doing  for  others,  to  wish  it  to  lose  its  old  character  and 
glory.  The  men  who  charge  it  with  want  of  sympathy  with 
progress,  or  public  welfare,  or  great  moral  reforms,  or  every- 
thing that  is  good,  are  generally  persons  who  ha%'e  never  seen 
the  interior  life  of  the  College,  or  known  the  influence  which 
has  gone  out  from  it.  And  while  a  public  institution,  like  a 
private  individual,  cannot  hope  to  pass  through  any  cousider- 
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able  period  of  its  history  without  being  exposed  to  cen- 
sures and  complaints,  it  may  well  take  satisfaction,  when 
the  persons  who  are  most  familiar  with  it,  and  have  lived 
in  it  as  sharers  in  its  beneficent  gifts,  are  those  whose  commen- 
dation of  it  is  warmest  and  most  unvarying.  We  believe  that 
Tale  College  can  take  to  itself  this  feeling  of  satisfaction  as 
fully  as  any  institution  of  any  kind  which  has  ever  been  known 
in  our  country.  We  doubt  not,  if  it  goes  onward  as  it  has 
done,  that  such  will  always  be  the  fact. 

We  had  proposed  to  close  our  Article  with  some  remarks  on 
those  criticisms  which  come  from  quarters  where  there  is  less 
information  or  less  love  for  the  College.  But  since  writing 
that  portion  of  it  which  precedes  this  point,  we  have  found  in 
a  Norwich  newspaper  a  communication  signed  by  Professor 
Oilman,  and  relating  tot  certain  strictures  respecting  the  Col- 
lege, which  had  gained  admittance  to  the  newspapers  of  that 
place.  Not  having  read  those  strictures,  we  can  say  nothing 
as  to  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  conceived,  or  the  probable 
motives  that  instigated  them.  But  the  remarks  of  Professor 
Oilman  are  so  valuable  in  themselves,  as  bearing  upon  the 
class  of  criticisms  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  the  views 
which  they  express  in  regard  to  the  system  of  study  at  Tale 
are  so  coincident  with  our  own,  that  we  shall  quote  a  large 
part  of  his  communication.  If  some  thoughts  differ  little 
from  those  which  have  been  presented  in  the  preceding  pages, 
the  reader  will  pardon  the  repetition. 

After  alluding  to  some  things  which  had  been  said  respect- 
ing the  governing  Board  of  the  College,  Professor  Oilman  pro- 
ceeds as  follows : — 

'*  It  is  also  a  judicious  and  a  progressive  body.  The  history 
of  Tale  College  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  land.  How  a 
'  few  country  ministers,'  robbing  their  scanty  book  shelves  for 
material  with  which  to  found  a  College,  have  built  up  a 
national  power;  how  a  few  'country  ministers,'  with  their 
scanty  funds,  have  not  only  kept  the  College  out  of  debt  and  out 
of  discredit,  but  have  made  it  a  beacon  light  of  truth  and  learn- 
ing from  Maine  to  California ;  how  a  few  *  country  ministers  ' 
have  attracted  to  their  graceless  *  barracks,'  and  their  ill  venti- 
lated lecture  rooms,  scholars  from  every  State  in  the  Union, 

VOL.  xxvra.  20 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


304  Tale  College.  \Aw^\ 

from  every  walk  in  life,  from  every  denomination  of  Ohrist- 
ians,  and  have  fitted  those  scholars  to  shine  on  the  bench,  in 
the  pulpit,  and  in  the  inventor's  laboratory,  in  the  editor's 
chair,  in  the  Senate,  in  the  Cabinet,  and  in  the  World  of  Let- 
ters,— all  this  I  say  is  a  wonder  of  wonders  to  those  who  are 
not  mindful  that  the  '  country  ministers'  of  Connecticut  are  a 
wise,  a  self-sacrilicing,  a  sagacious,  a  learned,  and  a  public 
spirited  body  of  men. 

"This  Corporation,  while  exercising,  in  behalf  of  the  public, 
a  constant  supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  College,  have  a 
resident  body  of  counselors  in  the  virions  faculties  of  the 
College.  In  all  great  moneyed  institutions,  it  is  necessary  to 
success  that  the  resident  managers  should  be  vested  with  a 
large  amount  of  power.  This  is  especially  important  in  Col- 
lege administration,  and  whatever  changes  may  be  made,  resi- 
dents in  College,  giving  to  it  all  their  time,  are  more  likely  to 
understand  the  College  necessities  than  any  body  of  non- 
resident trustees.  Any  berious  change  in  this  respect  would 
certainly  be  disastrous. 

''Jerky,  meddlesome  interference  with  Colleges  is  damaging 
to  all  their  interests;  the  faculty,  the  students,  and  the  public, 
all  suffer.  Learning  is  checked.  The  education  of  the  country 
is  impeded.  An  old  College  like  Yale  should  go  ibrward, 
always  growing  wiser  and  better  ;  but  it  ougfht  to  *  go  steady y 
and  take  no  steps  backward.  It  has  too  much  of  an  invest- 
ment in  reputation  and  influence  to  engage  in  extra  hazardous 
risks. 

''  A  second  complaint  is  that  the  College  is  losing  ground  by 
not  keeping  up  with  the  spirit  of  the  age.  This  has  been  so 
well  answered  in  your  columns  that  little  remains  to  be  said. 
More  students,  more  funds,  more  professors,  more  buildings, 
more  courses  of  study,  more  strictness  of  admission  and  of 
graduation,  more  recognition  of  science,  history,  political 
philosophy,  modern  languages,  and  other  so-called  'modern 
studies,'  are  certainly  signs  that  the  College  is  not  yet  '  losing 
ground.'  But  the  'spirit  of  the  age'  in  educational  discus- 
sions refers,  I  suppose,  to  the  recognition  of  modern  science. 
Now,  in  this  dispute,  which  is  in  progress  all  over  the  world, 
respecting  the  comparative  value  9f  '  scientific '  and  '  classical 
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education,'  Yale  College  has  taken  no  hesitating  stand.  She 
has  solved  the  problem,  wisely,  harmoniously,  permanently. 
She  has  now  two  departments,  both  well  equipped  ;  firat^  an 
academic,  or  classical,  department,  where  letters,  or  '  the 
humanities,'  are,  as  of  old,  the  chief  studies,  with  some  recog- 
nition of  natural  science :  and,  second^  a  scientific  department, 
where  *  the  realities,'  or  the  various  modem  sciences,  are  the 
chief  themes  of  instruction,  languages  and  history  holding  sub- 
ordinate places.  So  that  now  and  henceforward,  at  New 
Haven,  the  student  may  follow,  at  his  option,  the  old  path  or 
the  new.  Greek,  Latin  and  mathematics  may  form  his  chief 
discipline ;  or,  if  he  prefer,  natural  sciences,  mathematics  and 
the  niodern  languages  may  constitute  his  studies.  Time  will 
decide  which  course  is  best,  which  course  is  most  wanted. 
Both  are  maintained  in  Yale  College.  To  me  this  does  not 
seem  like  foolish  conservatism,  nor  sheer  '  old  fogy  ism.'  It  is 
not  jerky  radicalism.  It  is  steady,  judicious  progress,  in  har- 
mony with  the  movement  of  the  age.  What  institution  of 
learning  in  any  land  has  more  wisely  marked  out  its  course  in 
deference  not  only  to  '  the  spirit  of  the  age,'  but  to  '  the  spirit 
of  the  ages  ?' 

"The  third  complaint  is  also  made  that  the  College  oflScers 
are  exclusive,  tlmt  they  do  not  take  a  frequent  part  in  the  re- 
forms, the  conventions,  the  moral  and  religious  movements  of 
the  day.  There  is  no  foundation  for  such  insinuations,  as  a 
few  facts  will  show.  If  the  charges  were  true,  it  might  be  said 
in  extenuation  that  the  College  professors  are  overworked. 
Two  of  them,  still  in  the  prime  of  years  and  among  the  most 
distinguished,  have  broken  down  in  health.  Several  whose 
scanty  salaries  are  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their  families, 
are  hard  at  work,  in  all  their  supposed  hours  of  leisure,  earning 
a  decent  living.  Three  or  four  hours  a  day  in  recitation 
rooms,  constant  calls  from  students,  parents  and  teachers,  the 
necessary  study  required  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  sci- 
ence, official  and  literary  correspondence,  the  correction  of 
written  exercises  and  examination  papers,  attendance  on 
faculty  meetings — all  this  is  enough  official  work  for  half-paid 
men.  Moreover,  within  the  College  walls  there  are  frequent 
literary,  religious,  and  social  meetings  which  call  for  sympathy. 
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addresses  and  attendance.  I  will  only  allnde  to  the  work 
which  some  of  the  Professors  perform  in  vacant  pnlpits,  in 
Mission  Sunday  Schools,  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, in  the  delivery  of  public  lectures,  in  ministerial  and 
ecclesiastical  councils.  Besides  all  this,  most  of  the  College 
officers  are  at  work  with  their  pens  for  the  advancement  of 
science  and  the  promotion  of  the  public  good.  The  Now 
Englander,  the  Journal  of  Science,  the  Journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Oriental  Society,  and  the  The«>logical  Eclectic,  are  edited 
by  Professors  in  Yale  College.  The  North  American  Review, 
the  Nation,  the  Hearth  and  Home,  the  American  Naturalist, 
Hours  at*Home,  and  other  periodicals,  receive  frequent  contri- 
butions from  this  same  body  of  writers.  Within  a  very  short 
time  past  several  new  books  have  been  published  by  officers  of 
Yale  College,  and  several  more  are  known  to  be  in  the  works. 
I  state  them  as  I  recall  them,  leavino:  others  to  speak  of  their 
merit.  President  Woolsey's  '  International  Law,'  in  a  revised 
edition ;  Dana  and  Brush's  *  Mineralogy '  (800  pp.  8vo.) ;  Loom- 
is'fl  *  Meteorology,'  and  'Algebra'  (revised  edition)  ;  Johnson's 
'How   Crops   Grow;'  Porter's  *  Human  Intellect;'    Fisher's 

*  Life  of  Silliman.'  and  '  Evidences  of  Christianity  ;'  Hoppin's 

*  Old  England:    Its  Scenery,  Art,   and  People;'    Whitney's 

*  Lecturer  on  Language ;'  Hadley's  *  Greek  Grammar,'  and 
Norton's  *  Astronomy,'  are  before  the  world  as  signs  of  the 
recent  and  present  intellectual  activity  of  the  College. 

'*  It  is  said,  however,  that  this  implies  no  '  personal '  contact 
with  the  world.  What  time  is  left,  I  inquire,  for  such  inter- 
course ?  Very  little,  but  that  little  is  employed.  I  wish  the  Col 
lege  Professors  could  come  more  into  contact  with  the  comnjuni- 
ty  at  large.  It  might  do  both  parties  good,  but  it  cannot  be  done 
until  every  man  is  provided  with  a  clerk,  or  with  '  a  Double,'  or 
till  he  is  relieved  of  half  of  his  present  tasks  and  duties.  Pro- 
fessor Thacher  has  identified  himself  with  the  cause  of  common 
schools ;  Professor  Northrop  is  proniinent  in  the  councils  of 
the  republicans ;  President  Woolsey  is  the  President  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  an  efficient  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Versions  in  the  American  Bible  Society ; 
Dr.  Bacon  is  a  man  of  mark  in  almost  every  ecclesiastical  con- 
ference of  this  region ;  the  Scientific  Professors  are  not  want- 
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ing  in  the  national  and  local  scientific  gatherings  ;  the  Agri- 
caltural  Professors  give  life  to  the  agricultnral  meetings ;  the 
philologists  are  to  be  foand  in  the  meetings  of  the  Oriental 
Society  and  in  other  philological  associations.  Courses  of 
lectures  are  annually  given  to  the  mechanics  of  New  Haven. 
In  short,  we  cannot  all  do  everything;  but  the  Faculty  of 
Yale  College  do  not  shirk  their  share  of  public  service.  They 
think  their  first  duty  is  to  serve  the  College,  to  do  all  they  can 
to  advance  its  usefulness  and  influence.  After  that  they  are 
ready  to  help  along  all  other  good  social  institutions.  As  a 
single  illustration  of  their  interest  in  moral  reforms,  remember 
how  early,  how  unitedly,  and  how  boldly  they  stood  in  oppo- 
sition to  slavery,  and  how  much  obloquy  some  of  their  number 
endured  for  their  eflScient  zeal. 

"  Having  thus  referred  to  the  complaints  which  '  the  public  ' 
have  made  through  your  columns  against  the  College,  let  me 
say  a  word  about  thk  obbat  DKPFcrr,  yet  scarcely  referred  to. 
It  is  THE  DKFBOT  OF  FUNDS.  Tale  College  is  wofully  poor.  It 
was  never  poorer  than  now.  Large  gifts  have  indeed  been  re- 
ceived, but  most  of  these  have  been  for  buildings,  and  many 
of  them  are  positive  taxes  upon  the  general  treasury.  Mean- 
while, the  corps  of  Professors  is  far  from  being  numerous 
enough  for  the  work  to  be  performed.  Yale  College  needs 
more  men  in  its  faculty;  more  men  to  teach  and  govern  and 
gnide  its  great  body  of  students;  more  men  to  prosecute 
science  in  all  its  phases ;  more  men  to  write  books  and  lectures; 
more  men  to  influence  the  public.  But  it  cannot  aflTord  to  pay 
decently  those  whom  it  has  already  enlisted.  How  can  it  get 
more?  If  the  Faculty  were  twice  as  large  as  it  now  is,  and  if 
the  men  who  compose  it  were  free  from  anxiety  for  the  ree 
anffugta  domi^  many  of  the  defects  referred  to  would  vanish. 

"  It  is  scholars  who  make  a  College ;  not  bricks  and  mortar. 
It  is  endowments  which  secure  the  time  and  services  of  schol- 
ars. Next  to  scholars,  books  are  essential,  but  Yale  College 
has  not  a  dollar  on  hand  to  buy  books  w^h  for  the  next  two 
years,  its  scanty  library  income  having  already  been  expended 
in  advance." 
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Article  IV.— SPAIN,  AND  THE  LATE  REVOLUTION. 

The  present  attitude  of  Spain  excites  great  interest  both  in 
Europe  and  tlie  United  States.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
a  nation,  which  for  three  centuries  has  exhibited  little  signs  of 
progress,  and  has  been  regarded  as  among  the  least  intelligent 
of  the  nations  of  Europe,  should,  at  a  time  when  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  is  generally  quiet,  carry  forward  a  successful 
revolution. 

It  is  not  the  object  of  the  present  Article  to  answer  all  the 
questions  to  which  an  answer  might  be  desire<l,  but  simply  to 
make  some  suggestions  which  may  assist  our  readers  to  an  in- 
telligent understanding  of  the  events  which  have  recently 
transpired  in  Spain,  and  of  those  which  are  to  follow. 

The  late  Queen  reigned  for  thirty-three  years.  She  was 
placed  upon  the  throne  after  a  bloody  war  of  parties  while  an 
infant  of  five  years,  although  the  elder  branch  of  her  family 
had  a  living  representative.  That  change  in  the  government, 
as  well  as  the  attempts  at  revolution  which  have  two  or  three 
times  taken  place  during  her  reign,  seem  to  have  proceeded 
rather  from  the  ambitious  designs  of  individual  leaders,  or  of 
political  parties  hoping  to  take  advantage  of  the  supposed 
popular  discontent  and  uneasiness  under  misgovernment,  than 
from  any  settled  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  for  a  change. 
From  one  point  of  view  the  late  revolution  presents  a  similar 
appearance.  It  is  the  ever  ready  answer  of  Topete,  Serrano, 
and  Prim,  to  popular  demands,  "  The  army  and  navy  have 
made  this  revolution,  the  people  had  nothing  to  do  with  it/' 
The  fact  undoubtedly  is,  that  Isabella's  government  was  over- 
thrown, without  any  popular  uprising,  by  the  military  and 
naval  power;  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  this  revolution  could 
not  have  been  successful  without  the  general  approval  and  sup- 
port of  the  people.  If  the  leaders  aimed  at  personal  ends,  as 
is  probable,  the  revolution  succeeded  because  the  people  were 
ready  for  a  change;  otherwise  this  attempt  would  have  fared 
as  others  which  had  preceded  it.     The  causes  which   underlay 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  Spain.  809 

the  revolntion  wefe  not  the  prestige  of  prominent  men  nor  tlie 
strength  of  the  military  or  naval  arm,  although  each  of  these 
had  its  importance,  bnt  they  are  to  be  songht  mainly  with  the 
people  themselves.  The  people  had  become  disgusted  with  the 
Qneen  and  with  her  government.  Isabella  is  a  bad  woman; 
she  has  been  amassing  millions  for  herself,  while  little  has  been 
done  for  the  kingdom.  Her  government,  since  she  came  to 
her  majority,  has  been  administered  not  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  but  for  the  benefit  of  herself  and  her  favorites.  Her 
private  character  has  been  disgraceful.  That  she  has  been 
habitually  guilty  of  drinking  to  excess,  even  to  intoxication,  is 
notorious,  and  no  one  in  Spain  doubts  that  she  is  guilty  of 
grosser  vice.  These  causes  have  been  accumulating  with  in- 
creased force  for  many  years,  but  another  weighty  reason  re- 
mains to  be  mentioned.  The  strength  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, as  exhibited  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion,  and, 
above  all,  the  power  of  citizen  soldiers,  springing  at  once  into 
the  ranks  of  the  army  and  as  rapidly  and  easily  subsiding 
again  into  the  peaceful  condition  of  citizens,  has  given  to 
multitudes  in  Spain,  as  well  as  throughout  Europe,  a  renewed 
confidence  in  republican  institutions.  That  the  leaders  in  the 
revolution  had  private  ends  to  accomplish,  is  probable.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  Serrano,  the  President  of  the  pro- 
visional ministry,  received  money  from  the  Duke  de  Montpon- 
sier,  the  Queen's  brother  in-law,  to  assist  him  to  become  King 
of  Spain.  Prim,  the  minister  of  war,  is  an  ambitious,  aspiring 
soldier,  possessing  some  of  the  virtues  and  most  of  the  vices  of 
the  soldier ;  always  without  money  and  ever  lavish  of  that  of 
others;  having  possessed  himself  of  power,  he  is  reluctant  to 
let  go  his  hold.  He  is  believed  to  favor  some  younger  mon- 
arch, over  whom  he  may  exercise  authority,  and  be  really  king 
order  the  name  of  re;^ent  or  minister.  These  men  and  their 
co-ministers,  are  a  self-constituted  committee,  having  no  author- 
ity save  that  which  they  assumed  as  the  leaders  of  a  successful 
rebellion.  At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  be- 
fore the  provisional  government  was  firmly  established,  about 
sixty  thousand  stands  of  arms  were  distributed  to  the  people 
that  they  might  be  prepared  to  sustain  by  force,  if  necessary » 
the  new  order  of  things.     No  doubt  some  arms  came  into  the 
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possession  of  unworthy  persons,  yet  we  are  not  aware  that  any 
bad  nse  of  the  arms  has  been  made. 

Since  this  time  tlie  provisional  government  has  been  using 
its  power  and  influence  in  favor  of  a  monarchy.  They  have 
issued  an  order  limiting  the  right  of  suffrage  to  persons  over 
twenty  five  years  of  age,  fearing  the  sympathy  of  the  young 
with  republican  principles.  They  early  declared  their  inten- 
tion to  call  for  the  votes  of  the  people  on  the  government 
which  should  be  established,  but  having  determined  to  have  a 
monarchy,  whatever  the  will  of  the  people  might  be,  they 
dared  not  allow  an  election  to  take  place  which  might  result 
adverse  to  their  wishes,  so  long  as  arms  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  people.  Tlie  order  for  an  election,  which,  after  some 
delay,  was  issued,  was  recalled,  and  this  wa^  followed  by  an 
attempt  to  disarm  the  people  To  this  demand  to  surrender 
their  arms  the  people  replied.  Let  us  elect  our  representatives 
and  let  them  establish  a  permanent  government  for  Spain,  and 
then,  if  this  government  of  our  own  choice  requires  us  to  sur- 
render those  arms,  we  will  obey,  but  we  will  not  surrender  theiu 
to  you,  who  are  seeking  to  establish  a  monarchy  over  us,  and 
who  will  have  us  in  your  power  when  we  are  without  arms  to 
defend  ourselves. 

The  first  feeble  attempt  was  made  in  the  remote  city  of 
Cadiz,  where  every  Spaniard  is  a  republican.  Don  Caballero 
de  Rodas,  the  military  governor  of  that  province,  issued  an 
order  requiring  all  arms  in  the  possession  of  citizens  to  be  de- 
livered to  him  within  three  hours,  or  they  would  be  taken  by 
force.  This  order  was  made  in  a  peaceful  city,  where  there 
was  no  disturbance  of  the  public  quiet,  and  was  altogether  un- 
expected by  everybody.  The  spirit  of  the  republicans  was  at 
once  aroused,  and  they  immediately  proceeded  to  erect  barri 
cades  and  prepare  for  their  defense.  The  fighting  commenced 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  of  December,  and 
continued  without  intermission  until  the  morning  of  the  bth. 
Cadiz  is  a  walled  city,  and  the  soldiers  were  within  strong 
fortifications  extending  along  the  walls  on  the  north  and 
went,  thus  holding  the  principal  gates  of  the  city.  During 
all  this  time  the  citizens  were  strengthening  their  barricades 
and  building  new  ones,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  were 
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Btronger  than  when  the  fighting  commenced  and  in  better 
spirits.  They  had  taken  by  direct  assault  the  "  sea  gate,"  the 
]>rincipal  entrance  to  the  city,  in  the  centre  of  the  line  of  the 
Boldiers'  fortifications,  thus  interrupting  their  communications, 
when  the  soldiers  asked  for  a  truce.  It  was  believed  by  mili- 
tary men  that  Cadiz  could  only  he  taken  by  bombardment,  and 
it  was  only  when  the  government  sent  eight  vessels  of  war 
there  with  the  threat  of  bombardment,  that,  through  the  in- 
tervention of  the  American  Consul,  'vyho  seemed  to  be  the 
only  man  to  whom  all  men  of  all  parties  looked  for  advice 
and  assistance,  peace  was  restored  and  the  arms  given  up. 
During  this  contest  a  small  party  of  Americans,  who  were 
accidentally  in  Cadiz,  were  everywhere  greeted  in  the  most 
friendly  manner  and  treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy  by  the 
republicans,  who  sought  in  this  way  to  show  how  strongly  the 
institutions  of  the  United  States  had  their  respect  and  sympa- 
tliy.  A  similar  demand  tor  the  surrender  of  arms  at  Malaga 
resulted  in  a  severe  contest,  in  which  the  republicans  were  de- 
feated and  the  provisional  government  gained  a  victory;  but 
such  victories  cost  dear,  aid  although  possession  of  the  arms 
in  these  cities  and  other  places  has  been  obtained,  the  feeling 
engendered  by  these  contests  will  remain,  and  may  result  in 
another  revolution.  At  Malaga,  too,  some  American  ladies, 
seeking  to  leave  the  city,  were  escorted  by  republicans  who  were 
fired  on  by  the  soldiers,  but  so  regardful  were  they  of  their 
charge  that,  so  long  as  these  defenseless  ones  were  under  their 
protection,  they  did  not  return  the  fire. 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  are  not  entirely  harmonious 
with  reference  to  the  true  policy  of  Spain.  Some  of  the  best 
friends  of  that  country,  who,  by  long  residence  and  favorable 
opportunities,  may  be  considered  good  judges,  have  confidence 
that  a  republican  form  ot  government  may  be  the  best  thing 
for  Spain.  Others,  in  perhapi^  equally  good  circumstances  for 
forming  an  opinion,  believe  that  a  constitutional  monarchy  is 
better  fitted  to  the  present  condition  of  the  people.  In  Spain 
itself.  Queen  Isabella  has  some  adherents  still,  but  these  exer- 
cise little  influence  on  the  public  sentiment.  The  great  mass 
of  the  people  are  either  republicans  or,  as  they  call  them- 
selves, "  Democratic  Monarchists."    The  republican  strength 
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is  in  the  Sonth  and  East  of  Spain,  where  there  is  the  greatest 
amontit  of  intelli^^ence  and  activity,  in  Cadiz,  Seville,  Malaga, 
Cordova,  Valencia,  Barcelona,  and  Saragossa.  Throughont 
all  these  provinces  the  republicans  are  vastly  in  the  majority. 
No  doubt  many  hold  their  faith  in  darkness  and  ignorance,  bat 
they  have  a  real  discernment  of  the  truth.  The  monarchists 
are  those  who  fear  that  Spain  is  not  prepared  for  a  repuhh'c  by 
education  and  enlightenment;  those  who  fear  the  outside 
pressure  of  European  monarchies,  if  a  republic  should  be 
established  ;  those  who  regard  the  monarchical  form  of  govern- 
ment as  more  stable  than  the  republican.  The  strength  of  the 
monarchists  is  in  the  North.  About  Madrid  parties  are  some 
what  evenly  balanced,  with  the  majority  on  the  side  of  the 
monarchists. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  republican  leaders  are  not  inactive. 
Through  their  instrumentality  evening  schools  have  been  es- 
tablished in  Madrid  and  other  large  cities,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  instruction  to  the  masses.  Meetings  are  held,  at  which 
the  people  are  taught  their  duties  as  citizens  and  the  princi- 
ples which  underlie  governments.  Newspapers  have  greatly 
multiplied.  Sixty  newspapers  are  now  published  in  Madrid, 
issuing  150,000  sheets.  In  these,  as  well  as  in  pamphlets  and 
broad  sheets,  are  discussions  of  the  questions  now  of  greatest 
prominence:  the  relative  excellence  of  republicanism  and  mon- 
archy, the  elective  franchise,  freedom  of  worship,  &c.  Knots 
of  people  are  to  be  found  in  the  squares,  in  the  cafes,  and  indeed 
everywhere,  discussing  these  questions. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  exciting  discussion  and  this  transition 
period  of  the  government,  the  general  order  and  quiet  which 
have  prevailed  in  Spain  is  quite  remarkable.  Madrid  itself  id 
guarded  by  a  volunteer  police  force,  and  never  has  the  publit- 
order  been  so  well  preserved.  A  crime,  or  breach  of  the  peace, 
is  a  rare  occurrence.  When,  on  the  27th  day  of  December 
last,  a  great  republican  demonstration  was  made  in  Madrid, 
not  a  soldier  appeared  in  the  streets  as  the  guardian  of  the 
public  order.  The  procession,  numbering  many  thousands, 
and  the  crowds  which  witnessed  its  march,  needed  no  police 
nor  military  to  preserve  order.  General  Milans  de  Bosch, 
the  military  commander  of  Madrid,  said  to  a  friend  on  the  pre- 
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vions  evening,  "  I  Bhall  be  the  only  military  on  duty  to-mor- 
row." The  General  is  an  ardent  repnbliean,  and  stood  with 
two  aides  in  the  door  of  the  Arsenal  and  received  the  salntes 
of  the  procession  as  it  passed.  Before  this  procession  took  up 
its  line  of  march  through  the  streets  of  Madrid,  the  leading  re- 
publican orator  who  addressed  them,  counseled  them  to  pre- 
serve order,  and  neither  by  word  nor  act  to  give  their  enemies 
any  ground  to  blame  them.  Well  was  this  counsel  followed. 
Some  American  travelers,  who  happened  to  be  in  Madrid  on 
that  occasion,  hung  out  from  their  hotel  window  an  American 
flag,  which  they  had  carried  with  them,  in  order  to  show  their 
sympathy  with  republicanism.  As  the  procession  came  under 
the  Stars  and  Stripes,  at  the  unexpected  sight,  every  banner 
was  lowered,  every  hat  was  raised,  every  eye  glistened,  every 
cheek  was  lighted  with  a  smile.  The  enthusiasm  which  was 
manifested  by  such  signs  could  not  be  entirely  suppressed,  but 
showed  itself  by  the  clapping  of  hands,  and  shjuts  of  "Viva 
la  grande  r^publique,"  subdued  indeed,  as  the  men  in  the  ranks 
remembered  the  last  words  of  their  orator,  but  with  intense 
feeling  which  must  And  some  vent.  During  the  fighting  at 
Cadiz,  the  republicans  posted  placards  on  every  comer,  pro- 
claiming death  to  any  one  found  stealing.  For  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  truce  was  proclaimed  there  the  goods  of  a  gro- 
cer, the  front  of  whose  shop  had  been  shot  away,  lay  expo«ed 
in  the  most  frequented  part  of  that  city  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  article, — and  this,  too,  although  the  shop  was  filled  with 
articles  of  food,  which  the  people  most  needed,  and  although 
they  had  no  especial  guard.  Such  regard  for  order  as  that 
described  in  Madrid,  or  this  in  Cadiz,  could  not  have  oc- 
curred in  any  large  town  in  the  United  States.  It  pleases  a 
writer  in  the  London  Times  to  charge  the  republicans  of 
Spain  with  being  communists.  He  gives  no  proof  of  his 
charge.  In  Cadiz,  where  the  republicans  were  victors,  there 
was  no  wanton  destruction  of  property,  but  the  most  punc- 
tilious regard  for  the  persons  and  property  of  all  unarmed  per- 
sons. In  Malaga,  where  the  soldiers  were  the  victors,  an  utter 
disregard  of  all  rights  was  shown.  The  incident  already  nar- 
rated, in  another  connection,  illustrates  the  wantonness  of  the 
soldiers,  and  the  self-command  of  the  republican  volunteers. 
The  condition  and  character  of  the  people  is,  in  many  points, 
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such  that  we  cannot  be  sangnine  of  the  snccess  of  republican- 
ism  in  Spain.     For  three  hundred  years  the  Spaniards  have 
been  oppressed  by  the  Church  and  the  State.    The  monarehs 
have  amassed  wealth,  the  Episcopal  sees  are  among  the  richest 
in  Europe,  while  the  people  are  impoverished.     With  no  in- 
centive to  labor,  with  no  stimulus  to  exertion,  the  Spaniards 
are  indolent.     The  cities  and  large  towns  are  full  of  beggars. 
From  the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  in  the  absence  of 
reliable  statistics,  we  believe  that  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent, 
of  the  people  of  Spain  cannot  read  or  write.     We  have  our- 
selves seen,  since  the  revolution,  in  several  of  the  large  cities, 
groups  of  men  standing  or  sitting  around  some  reader  of  the 
publications  of  the  day,  showing  both  their  inabih'ty  to  read 
themselves  and  their  interest  in  the  questions  discussed.     The 
Spaniards  are  naturally  quick  of  observation  and  comprehen- 
sion, but  the  lack  of  ability  to  read  in  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  population  is  a  serious  drawback  to  their  progress.  During 
the  last  ten  years  lines  of  railway  have  been  built  from  the 
French  frontier  at  Bayonne  to  Madrid  and  Cordova ;  from 
Cordova,  in  one  direction,  to  Cadiz  and,  in  another,  to  Mal- 
aga ;  while  another  line  leads  from  Madrid  to  Alicante,  and 
thence,  following  the  east  coast,  northward  to  Valencia  and 
Barcelona.    Another  line  connects  Madrid  directly  with  Bar- 
celona.    Some  of  these  lines  pay  the  expenses  of  operation  and 
some  do  not.     But  whether  they  do  a  greater  or  less  amount 
of  business,  the  character  of  the  country  and  of  the  people 
seems  to  have  undergone  little  change.     In  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces the  same  kind  of  forks  are  used,  and  in  the  same  way,  to 
turn  up  the  soil  as  were  in  use  a  thousand  years  ago.  In  Valencia 
the  ground-  is  irrigated  by  means  of  the  same  kind  of  water- 
wheels  as  the  Carthaginians  used  before  the  Christian  era; 
while,  in  the  centre  and  south  of  Spain,  ploughs  are  scratching 
the  top  of  the  ground  of  the  same  pattern  as  Virgil  describes 
in  his  Georgics.     There  are  no  villages  by  the  side  of  the  rail- 
ways to  indicate  improved  or  increased  business.     The  railway 
seems  thus  far  to  have  failed  in  Spain  to  develop  the  wealth 
and  industry  of  the  people.     One  great  curse  of  the  country  is 
that  the  land  is  divided  into  large  estates,  some  of  which  have 
never  seen  their  owners,  instead  of  being  subdivided,  as  they 
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.  should  be,  amongst  small  proprietors.  Only  a  small  portion 
of  the  people  are  owners  of  the  soil.  Hence  it  fails  to  yield  its 
just  production.  The  valley  of  the  Guadalquiver,  for  instance, 
is  one  of  the  richest  valleys  in  the  world,  with  a  moist  and 
equable  climate,  and  is  now,  as  it  has  always  been,  very  pro- 
ductive, but  it  is  evident  to  the  passing  traveler  that  it  is  poorly 
cultivated.  What  might  bo  done  under  a  proper  sjstem  has 
been  partly  shown  by  an  Englishman  who  became,  two  or  three 
years  since,  the  owner  of  a  farm,  and  who,  though  without 
previous  agricultural  experience,  has  obtained  from  it  more 
than  double  the  production  it  had  yielded  to  its  former  owner. 
This  example,  however,  has  produced  little  effect  on  the  Spanish 
proprietors,  who  are  satisfied  to  do  as  their  ancestors  have  done. 
The  Spaniard  is  too  proud  to  work,  but  he  can  never  be  truly 
a  freeman  until  he  learns  that  there  is  honor  in  labor. 

The  future  it  is  not  easy  to  forecaste.  While  we  write  the 
election  of  Deputies  is  taking  place  ;  before  this  Article  reaches 
our  readers  the  Cortes  will  meet,  and  perhaps  the  decision  will 
be  made.  It  seems  clear  that  the  late  Queen  will  have  a  tew 
adherents,  that  the  republicans  will  have  a  strong  force  of 
nearly,  or  quite,  a  hundred  members,  and  that  the  provisional 
government  will  have  a  large  majority  ;  but  it  is  not  yet  time 
to  classify  the  "  Democratic  monarchists,"  who  are  counted  as 
supporters  of  the  present  government.  They  embrace  various 
shades  of  monarchists,  and  it  may  prove  that  the  majority  is 
not  so  large  as  it  now  appears. 

We  regard  it  as  by  no  means  certain  that  the  vote  of  this 
election  fairly  represents  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Spain. 
The  republican  leaders  have  been  active  and  zealous  in  all  the 
large  cities  to  bring  out  the  votes  of  their  party,  but* there  has 
been  a  wide-spread  sentiment  that  the  result  was  a  foregone 
conclusion ;  that  the  provisional  government  would  control  it 
by  fair  means  or  foul;  and  this  sentiment  cannot  but  have  had 
an  influence  in  keeping  away  many  votes  from  the  polls.  The 
young  men  between  twenty-one  and  twenty- five  years  of  age 
have  not  been  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  election.  In  the 
remoter  districts  the  people  have  not  been  suflSciently  edu- 
cated in  their  rights  to  understand  the  importance  of  this  first 
experiment  in  voting.     On  this  Cortes,  however,  depends  the 
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future  government  of  Spain,  and  we  think  their  decision  most 
be  in  favor  of  a  monarchy  of  some  kind.    The  Duke  of  Mon^ 
pensier  isSin  aspirant  to  the  throne,  and  will  liave  a  strong  and 
influential  following.    Some  members  of  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment are  pledged  to  his  support.     He  may  be  the  choice  of 
the  Cortes.     If  he  should  be  elected  King,  another  revolution, 
more  bloody  than  the  last,  is  in  store  for  Spain.     The  pro- 
nounced republicans,  and  a  portion  of  the  constitutional  mon- 
archists, will  not  be  contented  with  a  Bourbon  on  the  throne, 
and  a  change  must  sooner  or  later  take  place.    Should  the  choice 
fall  on  the  Duke  of  Aosta,  the  second  son  of  the  King  of  Italy, 
whose  election  is  pressed,  it  is  said,  by  the  money  and   influ- 
ence of  Prussia,  the  success  of  his  reign  might  be  more  hope- 
ful, although  he  would  not  satisfy  the  republicans;  but  we  do 
not  consider  his  election  probable,  as  in  case  of  the  death  of 
the  elder  son,  the  Crown  Prince,  and  the  renunciation  of  the 
succession  by  the  Duke  of  Aosta,  the  crown  of  Italy  would  be 
diverted  from  the  house  of  Savoy.     In  our  opinion  there  is  one 
man,  and  but  one,  who  can  safely  be  called  to  the  head  of  the 
government  at  the  present  time.    That  man  is  Espartero,  Duke 
of  Vittoria.     He  commands  alike  the  confidence  of  republicans 
and  moderate  monarchists.     He  was  regent  during  Isabella's 
minority,  and  his  administration  of  the  government,  if  not 
always  wise,  was  honest  and  upright.     He  letl  office  without 
enriching  himself.     He  seems  to  be  a  true  patriot.     He  is  now 
somewhat  advanced  in  years,  and  would  seem  to  have  no  other 
ambition  than  to  serve  his  country  faithfully,  especially  as  he 
has  no  children  to  lay  claim  to  the  throne  after  \m  death.  The 
republicans  would  be  glad  to  make  him  President,  but  we  can 
hardly  expect  that  they  will  so  far  surrender  tlieir  principles 
as  to  vote  for  him  as  King ;  nor  have  we  great  hopes  of  a  co- 
alition in  his  favor  between  the  republicans  and  the  moderate 
monarchists.     If  such  a  result  should  occur  Spain   might  be 
judiciously  ruled  for  a  few  years,  and  perhaps  brought  to  un- 
derstand betterthe  principles  of  a  liberal  government;  so  that, 
when  Espartero  should  be  removed,  the  people  would  be  pre- 
pared to  establish  their  institutions  on  sure  foundations. 

A  few  words  on  the  present  slate  of  religion  in  Spain.     One 
of  the  republican  watchwords  is  "  freedom  of  worship,"  and 
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this  they  have  proclaimed  as  a  cardinal  principle.  We  have 
not  found  any  falling  oflF  in  the  attendance  on  the  Koman 
Catholic  chnrches,  and  the  desire  of  freedom  of  worship  seems 
to  be  rather  opposition  to  Catholicism  than  real  faith ;  it  is 
rather  negative  than  positive;  more  political  than  religious. 
The  Spaniards  know,  and  many  feel  deeply  that  the  church  has 
eaten,  like  a  cancer,  on  the  life  of  the  people ;  many  have 
broken  its  yoke,  and  are  rejoicing  in  their  freedom,  but  we  fear 
that  it  is  freedom  to  disbelieve  rather  than  freedom  in  believ- 
ing. The  petition  of  fifteen  thousand  women  to  the  provisional 
government  against  allowing  the  profession  of  any  other  form 
of  religion  than  the  Boman  Catholic,  shows  that  the  attach- 
ment of  multitudes  to  that  Church  is  unshaken.  Indeed  it  can- 
not be  supposed  that  the  mere  flight  of  the  Queen  could  have 
changed  the  sentiments  of  the  people  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
What  now  appears  is  only  the  development  of  what  already 
existed  under  concealment.  Until  the  revolution,  to  profess 
any  other  than  the  Roman  Caihulic  religion  in  Spain  was  a 
criminal  oflPense,  punishable  with  death.  A  small  band  of 
Protestants,  some  two  thousand  in  all,  who  have  heretofore 
worshiped  and  labored  in  secret,  now  work  openly  and  zeal- 
ously, but  what  are  they  among  so  many.  The  convents  es- 
tablished since  1845  have  been  disbanded.  This  was  not  at 
all  in  the  interest  of  religion,  but  was  solely  a  political  meas- 
ure. The  members  of  the  disbanded  convents,  and  their 
property,  have  all  been  transferred  to  the  older  institutions  of 
the  same  sort,  so  that  neither  is  the  church  the  loser  nor  the 
nation  the  gainer.  It  is  true  that  opportunity  is  now  given 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Gospel.  One  of  the  ''  Plymouth 
brethren,"  a  self  constituted  missionary,  sold  in  two  weeks,  in 
Madrid,  more  than  three  hundred  Bibles,  and  in  other  parts  of 
Spain  he  has  sold  as  many,  but  this  is  a  small  beginning,  and  we 
are  not  aware  of  any  organized  effort.  The  people  have  been 
too  long  oppressed  by  the  Church  and  State  to  make  the  pre- 
sent religious  prospects  of  Spain  seem  encouraging. 

Spain  is  one  of  the  richest  countries  of  Europe  in  natural 
resources.  If  we  leave  out  of  account  the  arid  plains  of  Cas- 
tile, there  is  still  abundance  of  good  land  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  country  for  pasturage  and  grain,  while  all  the  region 
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south  of  Madrid,  save  the  mountain  ranges,  is  capahle  of  the 
highest  degree  of  production.  The  southern  slope  of  the  Py- 
renees abounds  in  valuable  ores,  and  in  coal  of  a  good  quality. 
The  Sierra  Morena  is  rich  with  copper,  iron,  lead,  and  coal ; 
the  Sierra  Nevada,  with  coal  and  raetals.  The  quicksilver 
mines  of  Almaden  are  the  richest  in  the  world.  With  the  ex 
ception  of  the  latter,  which  have  been  the  property  of  the 
crown,  but  little  has  been  done  in  the  working  of  any  mines  in 
Spain.  The  Spanish  railways  are  obliged  to  bring  coal  from 
England,  notwithstanding  extensive  coal  fields  lie  within 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  of  important  stations.  Had  the 
Spaniards  who  accompanied  and  those  who  followed  Colum- 
bus to  the  New  World  staid  at  home,  and  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  their  own  country, 
instead  of  seeking  for  an  El  Dorado,  where  wealth  could  be 
obtained  without  labor,  the  condition  of  Spain  would  be  very 
difierent  from  what  it  now  is.  She  might  have  led  the  van  of 
the  nations.  Now,  after  so  long  an  interval,  she  awakes  t<» 
find  herself  far  in  the  rear.  She  needs  the  renovating  and 
stimulating  influence  of  a  good  government  and  a  pure  re- 
ligion. 
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Aeticlb  v.— the  AMERICAN  COLLEGES  AND  THE 
AMERICAN  PUBLIC. 

n. 

Wb  proceed,  as  it  was  intimated  in  the  preceding  number 
of  the  Ifew  Englander  that  we  should,  to  consider  some  of  the 
more  general  peculiarities  of  the  American  Colleges. 

The  first  which  we  name,  is  that  in  these  colleges  the  same 
courae  of  study  has  been  uniformly  prescribed  as  a  condition 
for  the  Bachelor's  degree.  We  say  *'  uniformly J'^  for  the  ex- 
ceptions have  been  so  few  as  scarcely  to  deserve  to  be  named, 
and  any  deviations,  when  allowed  for  a  time,  have  very 
soon  been  abandoned.  When  we  say  "  has  heen^'^  we  do  not 
include  the  few  years  which  have  just  elapsed,  within  which 
some  influential  colleges  have  abandoned,  in  part,  a  prescribed 
uniform  curriculum,  and  introduced  very  largely,  the  system  of 
elective  or  optional  courses  of  study.  The  period  in  which  we 
are  now  living  is  eminently  one  of  reconstruction  and  experi- 
ment, and  with  its  tendencies  and  movements  the  colleges 
seem  to  have  largely  sympathized.  The  college  which  we 
describe  is  not  the  college  of  the  passing  year,  or  of  the  cur- 
rent five  years,  but  tlie  college  of  the  past  thirty  years,  and  of 
the  present  generation. 

The  theory  of  education,  after  which  this  system  of  study 
has  been  prescribed,  has  been,  that  certain  studies]  (among 
which  the  classics  and  mathematics  are  prominent)  are  best 
fitted  to  prepare  a  man  for  the  most  efficient  and  successful 
discharge  of  public  life.  By  "pubh'c  life"  we  do  not  mean 
merely  professional  life,  but  life  in  that  relatively  command- 
ing position,  which  a  thoroughly  cultured  man  is  fitted  to  oc- 
cupy. By  a  thoroughly  cultured  man  we  mean  a  man  who 
has  been  trained  to  know  himself  in  his  constitution,  his  duties, 
and  his  powers ;  to  know  society  in  its  history  and  institutions, 
its  literature  and  art ;  and  to  know  nature  in  its  developments 
and  scientific  relations.  The  liberal  education  which  the  col- 
leges have  uniformly  proposed  to  give  is  none  other  than  what 
TOL.   XXV  ///.  21 
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Milton  calls  the  "complete  and  generous  education,"  that  "fits 
a  man  to  perform  justly,  skillfullj,  and  magnanimously,  all 
the  oflSces,  both  private  and  public,  of  peace  and  war."  It  is 
a  very  serious  mistake  to  say  that,  historically  considered,  the 
education  for  which  the  colleges  arranged  their  preparatory 
curriculum  was  what  is  technically  called  a  professional  edu- 
cation, and  that  these  studies  are  especially  necessary  for  per- 
sons destined  to  one  of  the  three  learned  professions.  It  is, 
doubtless,  true  that  the  studies  of  the  English  universities, 
from  which  the  American  colleges  are  historically  derived, 
were  originally  arranged  with  special  reference  to  the  clerical 
profession,  and  that  to  this  day  some  of  the  peculiarities  thus 
induced  have  not  been  entirely  outgrown.  The  first  American 
colleges  were  also  primarily  founded  as  training  schools  for 
the  clergy,  but  as  the  other  professions  came  to  require  a  libe- 
ral culture  this  special  reference  to  the  clerical  profession  was 
laid  aside.  It  would  be  more  exact  to  say  that  both  the  uni- 
versities and  colleges  were  designed  to  give  a  professional  as 
well  as  a  liberal  education.  To  use  the  language  current  in 
the  United  States,  they  combined  the  function  of  the  pro- 
fessional school  with  that  now  assigned  to  the  college.  But  the 
English  universities  and  the  American  colleges  were  also  de- 
signed, from  an  early  period,  to  educate  gentlemen  as  well  as 
scholars.  But  inasmuch  as  in  the  earlier,  and  in  that  respect 
at  least  the  better  days,  every  gentleman  was  supposed  to  take 
some  position  in  society  as  a  legislator  or  magistrate,  a  diplo- 
mat or  soldier,  the  same  education  was  deemed  suitable  for  all 
who  aspired  to  what  we  have  called  a  public  position.  These 
liberal  studies  were  not  thought  unsuitable  even  for  the  duties 
and  station  of  a  merchant,  especially  of  one  who  might  be  a 
prince  among  his  fellow  merchants  in  generous  tastes,  wide 
information,  courtly  manners,  and  refined  accomplishments. 
Moreover  it  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that  the  natural  sci- 
ences were  never  formally  excluded  from  the  scheme  of  uni- 
versity studies.  Even  the  scholastics  included  in  their  scheme 
of  liberal  knowledge  the  science  of  nature  as  then  received, 
and  made  the  knowledge  of  it  an  essential  element  of  the 
liberal  education  of  their  times.  The  American  colleges  have 
done  the  same  from  the  earliest  period.     They  have  never, 
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either  in  form  or  in  fact,  excluded  these  sciences.  Nor  is  the 
question  now  mooted  in  any  of  them  whether  these  sciences 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  liberal  share  which  they  possess  of 
the  cnrriculum.  It  is  whether  these  sciences  shall  exclude 
all  the  others,  whether  they  shall  either  occupy  the  entire  field 
of  liberal  culture  or  shall  direct  the  selection  of  studies  in  their 
own  exclusive  interest,  so  that  the  classics  shall  give  way  to 
French  and  German,  because  these  last  are  more  essential  to 
the  student  of  nature,  and  are,  as  is  contended,  equally  well 
adapted  to  general  culture. 

We  contend  that  the  American  colleges  have  been  :n  the 
right  in  requiring  a  prescribed  course  of  study  as  the  condition 
for  a  degree.  In  support  of  this  opinion  we  shall  offer  no  ex- 
tended argument  in  addition  to  those  we  have  already  pre- 
sented, but  shall  occupy  ourselves  chiefly  with  the  arguments 
that  are  urged  against  it.  If  the  considerations  already  urged 
are  admitted  to  be  pertinent  and  convincing,  our  argument  is 
complete.  If  it  be  conceded  that  the  studies  which  have  been 
usually  prescribed  in  the  American  colleges  are  the  best  fitted 
to  impart  a  liberal  culture,  then  it  follows  that  the  practice  of 
these  colleges  in  making  them  the  ordinary  conditions  for  the 
first  degree  is  well  grounded  and  ought  to  be  adhered  to.  If 
our  argument  concerning  the  theory  of  the  curriculum  of 
studies  is  valid,  then  these  studies  ought  to  be  prescribed. 
There  is  not  a  single  study  that  is  superfluous.  Not  one  should 
be  displaced,  because  not  one  can  be  spared.  The  theory  of 
this  curriculum  has  been  to  provide  for  all  these  studies  which 
could  properly  find  a  place  in  a  system  of  liberal  culture,  or 
should  enter  into  the  scheme  of  a  complete  and  generous  edu- 
cation. The  end  has  not  been  to  train  men  for  the  learned 
professions  as  such,  but  to  train  for  that  position  in  life  which 
many  others  besides  professional  men  should  aim  to  occupy. 
For  such  a  position  the  curriculum  has  been  arranged,  not  by 
theorists  in  education,  nor  by  the  traditional  adherents  to  a 
hereditary  system  made  sacred  by  hallowed  associations,  but 
under  the  just  demands  of  public  life  as  tested  by  long  expe- 
rience and  confirmed  in  the  success  of  many  generations.  In 
this  curriculum  the  study  of  the  ancient  languages  has  been 
prominent  as  training  to  the  power  of  subtle  analysis;  the 
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mathematics,  as  strengthening  to  continuity  and  rigor  of  at- 
teiition,  to  sharp  and  bold  discrimination  ;  physics,  to  give 
power  over  nature, — real  power,  as  we  wield  and  apply  her 
forces,  and  intellectual,  as  we  interpret  her  secrets,  predict  her 
phenomena,  enforce  her  laws  and  recreate  her  universe  ;  psy- 
chology, that  we  may  know  ourselves  and  so  understand  the 
instrument  by  which  we  know  at  all ;  ethics,  that  we  may 
rightly  direct  the  springs  of  action  and  subject  the  individual 
will  to  the  consecrating  law  of  duty ;  political  science,  that  we 
may  know  the  state  in  the  grounds  and  limits  of  its  authority  ; 
the  science  of  religion,  that  we  may  justify  our  faith  to  our 
disciplined  and  instructed  reason  ;  history,  that  we  may  trace 
the  development  of  man  and  the  moral  purposes  of  God ; 
logic,  rhetoric,  and  literature,  that  the  powers  thus  enriched 
and  thus  trained  may  fitly  express  themselves  by  writing  and 
in  speech. 

When  we  say  this  curriculum  has  been  prescribed,  we  do 
not  intend  that  the  student  has  been  forbidden  to  pursue  other 
studies,  nor  that  his  time  has  been  so  entirely  occupied  and 
engrossed  by  the  regular  course  as  to  leave  no  opportunity  for 
favorite  pursuits  or  general  culture.  On  the  contrary,  the  c(il- 
lege  course  has  usually  contemplated  much  additional  labor 
and  study,  and  has  encouraged  such  eflForts  and  indirectly  re- 
warded them  by  special  prizes  and  honors. 

Whether  or  not  academic  degrees  signify  little  or  much, 
whether  they  are  of  greater  value  or  less,  it  is  clear  that  thev 
are  s(»ught  for,  and  are  likely  to  be  in  the  future,  and  that  they 
ought,  therefore,  to  signify  something.  The  something  which 
the}?  should  signify  is  the  having  pursued  with  more  or  less 
fidelity  and-success  those  branches  of  study  which  areessentiHl 
to  liberal  culture. 

We  do  not  observe  that  those  who  depreciate  the  meaning 
and  worth  of  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  are  any  the  less 
anxious  or  determined  that  the  courses  of  study  which  they 
would  substitute  shall  entitle  to  this  degree,  nor  are  they  less 
affluent  in.  inventing  a  variety  of  subordinate  and  special  de- 
grees for  briefer  and  less  comprehensive  courses  of  study.  The 
two  letters  B.  A.  are  certainly  as  significant  as  B.  S.,  D.  S., 
Ph.  B.,  C.  E.,  M.  E.,  if  they  are  not  as  valuable. 
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A  strong  pressure  is  just  now  applied  to  induce  the  col- 
leges to  abandon  both  the  theory  and  the  practice  of  insisting 
on  a  prescribed  course  of  study.  Some  are  very  urgent  that 
students  should  be  freely  admitted  to  the  instructions  of  the 
college  in  any  single  branch,  provided  they  are  qualified  to 
receive  such  instruction,  even  though  they  may  be  unable  or 
disinclined  to  pursue  the  other  studies  that  are  required  for  a 
degree.  Others  insist  that  no  course  of  study  should  be  pre- 
scribed as  the  condition  for  any  academic  honor,  but  that 
instruction  should  be  freely  dispensed  to  all  who  are  qualified 
to  appropriate  it ;  examinations  being  held  as  a  test  of  pro- 
gress and  acquisition  in  the  departments  selected.  Others  con- 
tend that  several  parallel  courses  of  study  should  be  assigned, 
at  the  completion  of  any  of  which  the  student  should  receive  the 
same  or  a  diiferent  degree.  Others  propose  that  the  course 
should  in  part  be  prescribed  and  in  part  be  elective,  so  that 
within  the  limits  assigned  the  pupil  may  freely  select  the 
studies  which  may  please  him  best,  and  on  passing  his  exami- 
nations shall  receive  the  common  degree. 

It  is  contended  by  the  advocates  of  these  several  propositions 
that  in  these  ways  we  can  exalt  the  college  into  a  university 
and  invest  it  with  the  dignity,  the  privileges,  and;  above  all, 
with  the  freedom,  which  are  supposed  to  belong  to  an  institu- 
tion with  the  more  high  sounding  name.  All  these  projects 
do  indeed  propose  to  attach  to  the  college  some  of  the  featurA 
which  properly  belong  to  the  university,  viz. :  freedom  of  elec- 
tion, the  gratification  of  special  preferences  and  tastes,  real  or 
supposed,  and  a  direct  preparation  for  the  student's  contem- 
plated profession  or  business  in  life.  But  they  all  fail  to  pro- 
vide or  require  the  feature  whicli  gives  the  university  its  dig- 
nity or  in  vests  its  name  with  special  honor,  and  that  is  a  tho7'ough 
discipline  previoibsly  undergone  and  a  liberal  culture  already 
attained^  which  are  indispensable  before  the  student  is  fit  to 
exercise  the  freedom,  to  use  the  selection  or  appreciate  the  in- 
structions which  belong  to  the  university.  A  university  con- 
sisting of  uncultured  and  undisciplined  youths  whose  conceit 
may  be  supposed  to  be  in  direct  proportion  to  their  ignorance, 
and  whose  self-confidence  springs  out  of  their  lack  of  know- 
ledge, is  the  less  to  be  desired  for  the  highest  ends  of  a  nniver- 
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Bity  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  amplitude  of  its  endowments, 
the  brilliancy  and  learning  of  its  professors  and  the  sanguine 
hopefulness  of  its  numerous  friends.  Its  theory  is  false  and 
its  fruits  must  be  disappointing.  It  can  only  become  what  it 
calls  itself  when  it  shall  have  developed  within  itself  a  college 
or  school  of  liberal  arts  which  shall  train  fit  pupils  for  its  uni- 
versity classes,  and  when  it  shall  have  employed  in  its  several 
sch<»ols  the  curriculum  and  methods  which  are  suitable  to  each. 
We  grant  that  it  may  be  desirable  to  establish  institutions 
in  the  large  cities  and  in  the  newer  portions  of  our  country,  on 
the  principle  of  teaching  a  little  of  everything  which  those 
students  may  wish  to  study  whose  elementary  education  is  de- 
ficient and  whose  time  of  attendance  on  cither  liberal  or  profes- 
sional studies  must  be  short.  A  little  knowledge  ani  a  little 
study  to  persons  eager  to  learn  may  be  of  the  greatest  service. 
Large  endowments,  distinguished  professors,  ample  museums 
and  abundant  apparatus  may  serve  to  quicken  the  intellects 
and  to  stimulate  the  zeal  of  the  strong-minded  and  strong- 
hearted  young  men  to  whom  poverty  or  early  toil  or  misfor- 
tune have  abridged  the  period  of  school  and  college  culture. 
Tlie  colleges  in  the  newer  States,  which  have  a  small  number 
of  student^  in  their  regular  course,  have  acted  wisely  and  be- 
neficently in  allowing  the  attendance  of  irregular  and  optional 
pupils,  80  far  as  this  did  not  interfere  with  the  efliciency  and 
jyestige  of  the  liberal  curriculum.  What  we  do  not  approve, 
is  the  dignifying  of  institutions  of  any  kind  by  the  name  of 
universities,  when  they  lack  the  one  feature  which  gives  to  the 
university  all  its  dignity  and  peculiar  meaning,  and  that  is  the 
presence  of  a  considerable  body  of  students  of  liberal  culture 
who  are  prepared  by  that  culture  to  select  some  hi<;:her  depart- 
ment of  knowledge  and  to  pursue  it  under  the  teachers  of  thei  r 
choice,  by  free  and  independent  methods  of  study.  F*  r 
example :  The  Michigan  University  has  been  more  than  oncu 
especially  extolled  as  till  recently  the  only  real  university  in 
the  United  States,  and  no  measured  laudation  has  on  this  ac- 
count been  bestowed  upon  the  institution  and  the  enterprising 
State  which  endowed  it.  This  has  been  done  by  gentlemen  of 
eminent  literary  culture  and  of  high  position  in  older  institu- 
tions.    We  have  never  been  able  to  learn  any  reason  for  these 
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encomiums  upon  this  institution,  nor  why  it  is  par  eminence 
a  university  in  comparison  with  Harvard,  except  that  while  it 
furnishes  a  considerable  number  of  well  qualified  professors  in 
many  departments  of  knowledge,  the  students  are  permitted 
to  some  extent  to  attend  upon  more  or  fewer  of  these  courses 
at  will,  without  the  condition  of  previous  training  in  the  libe- 
ral arts,  or  even  in  the  verj'  department  of  knowledge  upon 
which  the  professor  gives  instruction.  But  this  feature,  so  far 
from  elevating  into  a  university  what  might  have  been  a  col- 
lege, tends  to  degrade  what  might  be  a  college  into  a  prepara- 
tory school,  and  even  to  sink  it  to  the  level  of  those  most  su- 
perficial but  most  pretentious  things  called  '^  business  or  com- 
mercial colleges,"  with  the  inefiTable  assurance  and  the  con- 
temptible performance  of  such  peripatetic  and  short-lived  or- 
ganizations. 

It  ought,  as  it  would  seem,  to  be  an  axiom  in  education  that, 
to  successful  instruction,  the  capacity  of  the  school  to  receive, 
is  as  essential  as  the  power  of  the  instructor  to  give.  Pupils 
capable  of  understanding  and  appropriating  what  is  taught, 
are  as  necessary  as  instructors  who  are  qualified  to  teach. 
Eminent  professors  may  indeed  astonish  the  beginner  by  the 
splendor  of  their  generalizations,  the  boldness  of  their  theo- 
ries, the  eloquence  of  their  delivery  or  the  perfection  of  their 
style.  They  may  quicken  and  stimulate  to  industry  and  ardor. 
But  unless  their  hearers  or  pupils  are  already  educated  to  the 
capacity  of  understanding  and  appreciating  their  teachings, 
they  must  be  c<»ntent  to  be  ranked  with  the  brilliant  sciolist 
and  the  splendid  declaimer,  even  in  the  judgment  of  their 
scholastic  audiences,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  public  to 
rank  as  somewhat  lower,  or,  perhaps,  at  best,  to  serve  as  im- 
posing figure  heads  to  badly  trimmed  and  badly  sailing  ves- 
sels. Such  men  cannot  but  be  useful  indeed,  for  they  will  in- 
sensibly diffuse  the  spirit  and  impart  the  tone  of  a  higher 
scholarship  and  culture  to  not  a  few  of  the  raw  and  uncultured 
pupils  who  come  within  their  reach.  But  the  partial  success 
of  gifted  and  learned  professors,  in  spite  of  the  defective  theo- 
ry of  the  institutions  with  which  they  are  connected,  only 
serves  the  more  strikingly  to  illustrate  the  essential  defects  of 
the  system  itself. 
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The  modification  of  the  college  system  which  we  shall  next 
consider,  is  that  which  does  not  abandon  a  prescribed  carri- 
culam,  bnt  makes  the  college  studies  largely  elective.  This 
does  not  sacrifice  the  college  to  the  umversity  system.  It 
rather  combines  the  one  with  the  other,  by  introducing  some 
of  the  features  of  the  university  into  the  system  of  the  col- 
lege. It  requires  all  the  students  to  pursue  a  common  course 
up  to  a  certain  period ;  at  Harvard  College,  to  the  end  of  the 
Freshman  year.  After  this  a  selection  is  allowed,  till  the  6nd 
of  the  course,  of  any  two  or  three  of  certain  appointed  studies, 
for  about  two-thirds  of  the  time,  the  remaining  third  being 
devoted  to  certain  studies  pursued  by  the  class  in  common. 
Prominent  among  the  elective  studies  are  the  ancient  lan- 
guages and  the  mathematics,  to  the  end  of  the  course.  The 
arguments  urged  in  favor  of  this  system  are  that  while  it  re- 
quires all  the  students  to  master  the  elements  of  liberal  know- 
ledge, it  does  not  require  that  any  one  study  should  be  pursued 
to  such  an  extreme  as  to  weary  those  to  whom  it  is  distasteful, 
or  to  take  the  place  of  studies  for  which  there  is  a  marked  pre- 
dilection or  special  aptitude.  It  furnishes  the  opportunity  to 
the  student  to  make  a  selection  with  some  reference  to  his 
future  occupation  or  profession.  It  adopts  the  happy  medium 
of  insisting  on  the  necessity  of  a  common  groundwork  of  pre- 
paration in  disciplinary  studies,  and  providing  tor  each  an  elec- 
tion as  the  tastes  and  pursuits  of  the  pupil  may  require.  It 
satisfies  the  devotees  of  any  special  department  of  knowledge 
by  allowing  him  to  follow  his  favorite  studies.  It  excites  him 
by  the  emulation  and  sympathy  of  fellow  students  as  eager  to 
learn  and  as  ready  to  labor  as  himself.  It  releases  the  instruc- 
tor from  the  intolerable  and  disgusting  drudgery  of  enforcing 
upon  the  unwilling  and  incompetent,  tasks  which  they  cannot 
or  will  not  perform,  and  gratifies  him  with  the  pleasure  of 
carrying  a  few  enthusiastic  pupils  far  beyond  the  elements  of 
the  language  or  science  to  which  he  himself  is  devoted.  It 
tends  to  enthusiasm  in  study  and  is  fitted  to  relieve  the  col- 
lege system  from  the  spirit  of  mechanical  routine  into  which 
it  is  so  apt  to  fall. 

The  objections  to  the  scheme  are  many ;  some  of  them  seem 
to  us  to  be  insuperable.     They  may  be  expressed  briefly  thus : 
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The  collegiate  course  will  be  so  seriously  shortened  and  cur- 
tailed as  to  fail  of  its  appropriate  resalts ;  the  university  course, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  graft  upon  it,  w  ill  be  prematurely  com- 
menced, and,  for  that  reason,  cannot  be  really  successful.  Col- 
lege students,  at  the  end  of  the  Freshman  year,  are  usually  in- 
capable of  selecting  between  any  two  proposed  studies  or 
courses  of  study.  They  do  not  know  themselves  well  enough 
to  be  able  to  decide  in  what  they  are  best  fitted  to  excel,  nor 
even  what  will  please  them  best.  Their  future  occupation  is 
ordinarily  not  so  far  determined  as  to  deserve  to  be  seriously 
considered.  Their  tastes  are  either  unformed  or  capricious  and 
prejudiced.  If  they  are  decided  and  strong,  they  otlen  require 
correction.  The  study  which  is  the  farthest  removed  from 
that  which  strikes  his  fancy  may  be  the  study  which  is  most 
needed  for  the  student.  The  preferences  are  also  likely  to  be 
fickle.  The  real  but  unanticipated  diflSculties  which  are  re- 
vealed by  trial  will  occasion  discontent  and  vexation,  or  some 
new  discovery  concerning  the  value  of  a  study  that  has  been 
rejected,  will  lead  to  repining  and  discontent.  So  far  as  the 
studies  presented' for  selection  are  disciplinary,  the  reasons  for 
preferring  one  above  another  are  not  so  decisive  as  to  warrant 
any  great  liberty  of  election.  So  far  as  they  are  professional 
or  practical,  it  is  not  desirable  that  these  should  be  entered 
upon  at  so  early  period  of  the  education.  What  might  seem 
to  be  gained  in  proficiency  or  in  time,  is  lost  many  times  over 
in  mental  breadth  and  power  by  a  neglect  of  the  studies 
which  are  disciplinary  and  general.  The  student  who  begins 
the  study  of  theology  or  law  in  his  Sophomore  or  Junior  year,  or 
pursues  a  course  of  reading  which  has  special  relation  to  h's 
future  profession,  in  ninety  out  of  a  hundred  instances  becomes 
a  greatly  inferior  theologian  or  lawyer  in  consequence,  but 
does  not  appreciably  abridge  the  time  required  for  his  profes- 
sional preparation.  By  a  similar  rule,  any  very  special  atten- 
tion to  any  one  of  the  pliysical  sciences  in  the  way  of  severe 
scientific  study  or  of  time-consuming  occupation,  is  almost 
certain  to  involve  a  loss  in  scientific  acquisitions  and  eminence 
at  the  end  of  a  very  few  years.  The  specialty  or  profession  to 
which  a  student  is  to  give  the  best  energies  and  the  exclusive 
devotion  of  his  life,  will  occupy  him  soon  enough  at  the  latest 
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and  will  confine  his  powers  as  well  as  rule  his  tastes  with  its 
absorbing  demands.  All  that  he  can  spare  from  it  in  the  way 
of  energy,  preferences  and  time,  is,  in  a  certain  sense,  so  mnch 
gained  to  his  mental  breadth,  and,  therefore,  to  his  final  emi- 
nence. If  it  can  be  shown  that  there  is  any  single  course  of 
study  which  is  within  the  capacities  of  the  majority  of  stu- 
dents who  are  properly  prepared  and  who  will  nse  ordinary 
diligence ;  which  includes  no  branch  of  knowledge  with  which 
any  man  of  liberal  knowledge  ought  not  to  be  acquainted  ; 
and  al80  that  these  branches  are  not  prosecuted  farther  than  is 
de&irable  for  the  ends  of  such  culture ;  it  follows  that  such  a 
course  of  study  should  be  prescribed  in  every  college.  This  is 
especially  true  if  it  can  also  be  shown  that  a  prescribed  C4>ur8e 
can  be  so  modified  as  to  attain  many  if  not  all  the  advantages 
which  the  elective  course  promises  to  achieve. 

Other  objections  might  be  named,  as  that  the  introduction 
of  elective  studies  tends  to  weaken  the  class  feeling,  which 
may  be  so  eflBcient  for  intellectual  incitement  and  culture,  and 
to  interfere  with  that  common  life  which  is  so  powerful  in 
most  of  the  American  colleges.  It  must  necessarily  be  com- 
plicated in  its  arrangements  and  operose  in  its  working.  It 
must  also  require  greater  energy  than  can  be  exacted  of  any 
single  administrator  who  acts  as  the  driving  wheel  of  the  class 
or  the  college ;  or  greater  united  and  conspiring  activity  in  the 
heads  of  separate  departments  than  can  be  presumed  in  ordi- 
nary institutions  or  under  the  conditions  of  our  imperfect  hu- 
manity. It  may  further  be  urged  that  the  existence  of  a  pre- 
scribed, rather  than  an  elective  curriculum  in  the  preparatory 
or  the  professional  school,  was  originally  the  result  of  circum- 
stances and  the  product  of  experience.  The  same  circum- 
stances that  compelled  and  the  same  experience  which  taught 
it  at  first,  will,  we  believe,  require  that  it  be  resumed  as  often 
as  the  attempt  is  made  to  abandon  it  in  any  institution  which  is 
designed  for  general  culture.  The  inconveniences  will  l)e 
found  to  be  so  great  and  the  advantages  so  inconsiderable — if, 
indeed,  the  disadvantages  are  not  so  manifold  and  overwhelm 
ing — as  to  compel  a  return  to  what  is  substantially  a  uniform 
and  prescribed  course.  We  have  intimated  that  most  of  the 
advantages  promised  by  the  elective,  may  be  secured  by  the 
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prescribed  curriculum.  It  does  not  follow  because  the  same 
branches  of  study  are  pursued  that  they  must  be  prosecuted 
by  all  the  students  to  t)ie  same  extent  or  with  the  same  thor- 
oughness. A  minimum  of  classical  study  may  be  allowed, 
while  a  maximum  may  be  rewarded.  A  passable  knowledge 
of  the  mathematics  may  be  accepted,  while  a  more  thorough 
mastery  of  these  branches  may  meet  with  encouragement  and 
the  more  difficult  problems  need  be  assigned  to  but  few.  An 
arrangement  or  curriculum  of  pass  stvdies  prescribed  for  all, 
wliich  shall  be  thorough  and  severe,  is  not  incompatible  with 
provision  for  class  or  honor  stvdies^  which  shall  be  the  condi- 
tions of  academical  prizes  and  distinctions.  Private  studies 
may  also  be  provided  for,  to  a*  limited  extent,  especially  in 
those  branches  of  literature,  English  or  modem,  which  are  the 
favorite  and  not  severe  occupation  of  many  persons  who  are 
not  inclined  to  the  severer  efforts  required  by  philosophy  or 
science.  The  division  of  classes  into  subordinate  sections,  ac* 
cording  to  attainment,  provides  for  a  varying  adaptation  to 
different  tastes  and  capacities.  Enthusiasm  in  study,  the  want 
of  which  is  so  much  to  be  deplored,  and  the  maintenftnce  of  a 
high  intellectual  tone,  the  presence  of  which  is  so  greatly  to 
be  desired,  can  be  obtained,  we  believe,  as  successfully  under 
the  prescribed  as  under  the  elective  curriculum. 

We  have  said  that  in  almost  every  organized  institution  of 
education  in  the  civilized  world,  whether  liberal  or  profession- 
al, some  curriculum  of  study  is  presented  as  the  condition  of 
receiving  the  honors  of  the  institution,  or  of  being  admitted 
to  public  employment.  The  fact  that  several  such  courses  are 
united  in  the  same  institution  makes  it  to  be  a  university, 
which  is  therefore  properly  conceived  when  it  is  styled  a  col- 
lection of  schools  of  learning,  in  each  of  which  certain  studies 
are  prescribed,  certain  terms  must  be  kept,  and  certain 
examinations  must  be  passed,  before  the  pupil  can  receive 
the  certificate  or  degree  which  they  all  contemplate.  The  fact 
that  in  some  universites  single  courses  of  lectures  may  be 
attended  by  those  who  expect  no  certificate  or  degree,  has 
caused  the  impression  to  |>revail  to  some  extent  in  this 
country,  that  these  exceptions  exemplify  the  rule  of  univerbity 
life.     Nothing  can  be  more  untrue.     In  the  Oe^^man  univer- 
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sitieSy  which  constitute  with  many  the  heau  ideal  of  what  tlie 
American  colleges  ought  to  become,  the  great  mass  of  the 
students  attend  the  lectures  which  are  necessary  in  order  to 
qualify  them  to  pass  the  examination  which  is  required  before 
they  are  admitted  to  their  life  career.  It  is  true  a  few  persons 
are  admitted  to  the  lectures  who  do  not  look  forward  to  an 
examination,  and  who  attend  what  lectures  they  please,  but 
such  are  not  members  of  the  university,  except  they  are  from 
a  foreign  country.  In  the  theory  of  university  instruction  and 
administration,  there  is  no  option  of  studies;  the  option  is 
between  several  instriu!tors  in  the  same  department  of  know- 
ledge, and  between  a  faithful  and  careless  use  of  its  opportu- 
nities. 

Another  point  still  more  material  to  be  considered,  and  one 
that  is  almost  universally  overlooked  in  this  country,  is,  that  in 
Germany  the  gymnasium  is  the  counterpart  of  the  American 
college.  The  proposal  in  America,  that  the  colleges  should 
become  universities,  is  equivalent  to  the  proposal  in  Germany 
that  the  gymnnsia  should  be  transformed  into  universities, 
that  is,  that  the  instruction  now  given  in  two  or  three 
advanced  classes  of  the  gymnasium  should  be  omitted  in 
whole  or  in  part,  in  order  that  the  student  might  be  admitted 
at  once  to  professional  or  scientific  study.  Such  a  proposition 
in  Germany  would  be  received  with  derision.  We  observe,  in 
passing,  that  as  the  gymnasium  answers  to  the  American 
college,  so  the  Realschyde  correspond  to  the  jscientific  school 
with  UB,  or,  rather,  to  the  scientific  school  as  it  wa^  originally 
conceived  in  this  country,  for  the  form  which  these  schools  are 
now  taking,  e.  g.  the  Sheffield  School  and  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  bring  them  somewhat  nearer  to  the 
gymnasium.  But  even  when  the  curriculum  of  these  8ch<X)l8 
shall  be  extended  to  four  years,  and  Latin  shall  be  insisted  on  as 
a  preliminary  study,  they  will  scarcely  rise  higher  in  their 
programme  than  do  the  real  schools  of  Germany.  These 
schools,  in  Germany,  prepare  for  business  or  practical  life 
only.  To  a  matriculation  and  full  membership  in  the  univer- 
sity, and  to  a  certificate  or  degree  founded  upon  an  attend- 
ance on  the  lectures  in  physics,  the  old-fashioned  classical 
course  of  the  gymnasium    is  the   indispensable   prerequisite. 
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It  is  80  because  the  university  professes  to  teach  Science  and 
not  Technoloo^y,  and  to  scientific  knowledge  in  the  eminent 
sense,  an  antecedent  preparation  of  liberal  culture  is  thought 
to  be  necessary.  Those  among  us  who,  like  the  author  of  the 
articles  upon  "  The  New  Education,"  in  "  The  Atlantic  Month- 
ly "  for  February  and  March  of  the  current  year,  propose  so  to 
perfect  the  schools  of  Science  as  to  combine  most  of  the  disci- 
plinary and  liberal  culture  of  the  college  with  a  special 
adaptation  to  practical  and  business  life,  have  our  best  wishes 
for  success  in  their  enterprise.  They  certainly  will  succeed  in 
one  thing,  and  that  is,  in  delivering  these  schools  from  the 
hands  of  those  educational  charlatans,  who  believe  in  nothing 
but  a  "  Practical  Education."  Those  Americans  who  plead  the 
German  -universities  as  models  for  our  colleges,  could  not, 
however,  avail  themselves  of  a  more  unfortunate  source  whence 
to  derive  their  tirades  against  classical  study  or  a  prescribed 
curriculum.  They  have  one  feature  only  which  can  be  thus 
applied  ;  the  student  is  not  held  to  so  strict  account  as  in  our 
colleges  for  his  attendance  upon  lectures  or  for  the  use  of  his 
time.  The  principal  motives  which  hold  him  to  Ins  duty  are 
the  love  of  study,  and  the  desire  for  reputation,  which  are  ac- 
tively stimulated  by  a  public  sentiment  such  as  is  found  in  no 
other  country,  and  last,  not  least,  by  the  ultimate  connection 
between  fidelity  in  study  and  his  future  subsistence,  which  is  so 
sensitively  felt  in  a  country  in  which  the  avenues  to  a  decent 
living  are  choked  by  crowds  of  struggling  competitors,  and 
are  guarded  by  numerous  artificial  barriers.  But  notwith- 
standing these  stimulants  to  labor,  the  success  of  the  German 
university  system  is  not  so  remarkable  as  to  justify  the  confi- 
dent inferences  which  are  urged  by  its  American  encomiasts 
when  they  argue  that  the  American  college  system  can  only 
be  redeemed  by  modeling  it  after  its  practice.  The  utmost 
that  Matthew  Arnold  dare  assert  to  its  advantage,  is  the 
following:  ''  There  are,  of  course,  many  idlers ;  the  proportion 
of  students  in  a  German  university  who  really  work,  J  have 
heard  estimated  at  one-third  ;  certainly  it  is  larger  than  in  the 
English  universities."  (p.  229.)  Mark  Pattison  asserts  of  the 
students  at  Oxford,  that  seventy  per  cent  are  '*idle,  incor- 
rigibly idle."    If  these  estimates  are  correct,  we  are  confident 
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that  defective  as  are  the  operation  and  results  of  the  Amer- 
ican colleges,  none  of  them  will  present  so  scanty  a  pro- 
portion of  earnest  and  successful  workers  as  do  the  English 
and  German  universities,  while  our  professional  and  advanced 
schools,  which  should  more  properly  be  compared  with  these, 
would  make  a  much  better  showing.  We  speak  not  of  actual 
attainments  but  only  of  the  spirit  of  labor.  How  ruinous  and 
demoralizing  it  would  be  to  allow  to  the  students  of  the 
American  colleges  the  freedom  and  irresponsibility  of  the 
German  university,  a  freedom  which  would  not  for  a  moment 
be  thought  of  in  the  gymnasium,  needs  scarcely  a  moment^s 
thought.  Even  if  the  grade  of  the  students  in  the  university 
and  tlie  college  were  the  same,  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
countries  are  so  diverse  as  to  exclude  all  inferences  from  the 
one  to  the  other.  The  influence  of  a  learned  class  is  with  us 
comparatively  feeble.  The  pecuniary  prizes  offered  directly 
to  scholastic  attainment  are  far  from  being  tempting.  The 
road  is  nearly  as  direct  and  open  to  the  professions  from  the 
log-cabin  as  from  the  university.  To  political  success  it  is 
quite  as  free  and  as  crowded  from  the  one  starting-point  as  it 
is  from  the  other.  The  colleges  and  schools  have  nothing  of  the 
value  in  the  eye  of  the  government  in  America,  which  the 
university  has  in  the  view  of  the  government  in  Germany. 
All  the  patronage  with  respect  to  the  more  important  civil 
oflBces,  flows  in  a  stream  exclusively  through  the  literary  insti- 
tutions, and  is  determined  by  the  examinations  hel'i  by  the  civil 
authorities.  These,  and  manifold  other  circumstances,  ex- 
plain the  energy  and  zeal  with  which  science  is  pursued  in  the 
German  gymnasia  and  the  German  universities.  Were  their 
system  very  diverse  from  our  own,  success  with  them  would 
be  no  warrant  for  success  with  us.  But  inasmuch  as  their 
system  is  substantially  the  same  with  our  own  in  respect  to  a 
prescribed  course  of  study,  it  may  confirm  us  in  the  purpose 
not  hastily  to  abandon  a  feature  which  has  been  almost  uni- 
versally accepted,  wherever  literary  institutions  have  been 
instructed  by  the  wisdom,  or  have  stood  the  test  of  time. 

Another  marked  peculiarity  of  the  American  colleges  is 
the  frequent  examinations  of  the  students,  or  the  recitationSy 
as  they  are  called.    This  feature  Is  almost  unknown  in  the 
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English  universities.*  In  the  German  gymnasia  it  is  rigidly 
maintained,  modified,  indeed,  by  the  German  method  of  giving 
instrnction.  In  the  German  universities  these  frequent  exami- 
nations are  altogether  unknown.  After  the  student  has  passed 
through  the  final  examination  in  the  gymnasium,  which  an- 
swers to  our  Bachelor's  degree,  he  is  free  of  all  intermeddling 
except  the  stern  arbitrament  which  awaits  him  from  the  gov- 
erment  oflScials  who  give  him  his  passport  to  place  and  position 
in  life,  or  the  more  trying  one  from  the  Senatus  Academicus 
which  shall  promote  him  to  a  Doctor's  hat.  In  the  Scotch 
universities  the  examinations  are  more  or  less  frequent,  ac- 
cording to  the  subject  matter,  but  the  instrnction  is  given  in 
large  measure  by  lectures  and  .the  final  examinations  are  con- 
ducted by  the  representatives  of  the  professions  for  license  to 
practice  in  the  guild  or  the  church.  In  the  Queen's  Colleges 
and  the  London  University  there  are  examinations  for  degrees 
and  honors,  and  more  or  less  frequent  examinations  to  ascer- 
tain the  proficiency  and  to  stimulate  the  activity  of  the  stu- 
dent. The  German  gymnasium  and  the  American  college  in- 
sist on  these  very  frequent  daily  examinations  or  recitations. 
Instruction  is  not  excl  uded  from  these  exercises.  It  is  imparted 
more  or  less  freely  according  to  the  knowledge  and  skill  of 
the  instructor  and  the  receptivity  of  his  pupils,  but  the  promi- 
nent feature  is  the  examination  ot  the  student's  private  work 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  him  to  his  daily  duties  by  a  constant 
and  even  pressure  of  responsibility,  and  of  noticing  and  meas- 
uring his  attainments  under  the  watchful  eye  of  his  tutor  and 
the  not  uninterested  inspection  of  his  fellows.  For  the  sake 
of  making  this  responsibility  more  efifectiveand  just,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  introduced  into  many  colleges  of  recording  the 
work  of  every  recitation  by  a  mark  according  to  a  numerical 
scale.  These  daily  examinations  are,  in  most  of  the  colleges, 
supplemented  by  examinations  at  the  end  of  every  term  and 
of  every  year,  and  in  some  by  a  final  examination  upon  the 
whole  of  the  course,  for  the  Bachelor's  degree.     In  some  col- 

*  The  examinations  are  occasional  in  the  colleges  for  standing  and  prizes,  say 
two  or  three  times  a  year,  and  more  rarely  in  the  university  at  **  the  Senate 
House,*^  or  in  '*  the  Schools  "  for  uniyersity  degrees  and  the  great  rewards  that 
bring  fellowships  and  livings. 
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leges  the  examinations  at  the  end  of  one  or  of  two  years,  serve, 
so  far,  as  the  final  trial  for  tiie  degree. 

In  connection  with  these  recitations  from  a  text-book,  lec- 
tnres  are  given  in  greater  or  less  number — i,  e.  oral  expositions 
and  enforcements  of  facts  or  truths — with  experiments  in  the 
case  of  the  physical  sciences,  and  other  illustrations  in  history, 
literature,  and  philosophy.  CTpon  these  lectures  examinations 
are  usually  held.  In  a  few  of  the  colleges,  instruction  is 
given  very  largely  by  lectures,  and  great  reliance  is  placed 
upon  the  examinations  held  upon  the  lectures  heard,  in  com- 
parison with  recitations  from  text  books.  In  others,  text-books 
are  made  the  chief  instruments  or  occasions  of  oral  instruction. 
The  methods  of  conducting  these  recitations  vary  very  greatly 
in  difierent  institutions,  according  to  the  traditions  of  the  col- 
lege, the  number  of  the  students,  the  knowledge  and  skill,  the 
fidelity  and  affableness  of  the  instructors. 

It  is,  of  course,  implied,  and  ought  here  to  be  noticed,  that 
attendance  upon  these  recitations  and  lectures  is  required,  and 
that  in  some  colleges  the  custom  has  been  introduced  of  also 
exacting  that  the  lesson  should  be  recited  privately  in  every 
case  in  which  an  absence  has  been  excused,  certain  exceptions 
being  allowed  for  long  illness,  and  other  reasons.  If  the 
absence  is  not  excused  or  the  lesson  is  not  recited,  the  student 
snifers  in  his  standing. 

We  have  named  all  these  features  together,  because  they  are 
features  of  a  common  system  and  because  each  one  of  them 
has  been  of  late  much  discussed.  They  do  not  necessarily  ^^o 
together,  but  they  are  all  special  applications  of  a  common 
principle  of  college  administration,  viz.,  the  principle  of  fre- 
quent and  enforced  examinations.  The  principle  itself  we  are 
prepared  to  defend  asessontial  to  the  successful  administration 
of  the  American  college,  and  indeed  to  all  thorough  education 
in  such  a  country  as  ours.  The  special  modes  of  applying  and 
enforcing  it  are  all  the  fruits  of  experience,  and  are  not  only 
capable  of  being  vindicated  as  defensible,  but  may  be  recom- 
mended as  important  improvements.  We  will  consider  these 
features  in  order. 

We  notice,  first  of  all,  the  relative  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages  of  giving  instruction   by   text-hooks  and  lectures. 
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This  point  has  been  very  earnestly  discnssed  in  this  country. 
Not  a  few  contend  that  the  only  method  of  instruction  which 
is  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  scholar,  is  instruction  by  lectures. 
For  an  eminent  philologist  or  scientist  to  do  anything  but  give 
prelections  upon  his  science,  is  represented  as  a  profound 
degradation.  It  is  held  by  many  that  the  college,  if  it  aims  to 
be  a  university,  should  furnish  instruction  in  no  other  form, 
and  leave  the  students  to  be  attracted  and  held  to  the  lecture- 
room  by  the  ability,  reputation,  or  eloquence  of  the  professor ; 
subject  only  to  occasional  examinations  upon  the  knowledge 
which  they  have  acquired,  and  their  fitness  to  enter  into  cer- 
tain employments.  These  views  have  been  propounded  in 
this  country  for  the  past  thirty  years  with  great  earnestness 
and  zeal.  Scarcely  a  day  elaj>ses  in  which  some  writer  in  a 
newspaper  or  journal  does  not  take  up  and  repeat  the  refrain. 
Inasmuch  as  lectures  upon  certain  branches  of  physics  seem  to 
be  required  in  order  to  exhibit  experiments  by  apparatus,  the 
professors  of  these  branches  and  their  friends  are  foremost  in 
insisting  that  oral  exposition  by  lecture  is  the  only  method 
of  teaching  which  ought  to  be  required  by  the  institution  or 
submitted  to  by  the  professor.  In  some  institutions  in  this 
country,  as  formerly  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  it  was  used 
very  generally  in  all  departments  of  knowledge.  This  is  the 
only  method  practiced  in  the  German  universities  with  some 
very  limited  exceptions.  In  the  great  English  universities  it 
is  used  but  little,  and  meets  with  scanty  favor.  In  the  Scotch 
universities  it  is  largely  used,  as  it  is  also  in  the  Queen^s 
Colleges,  and  we  believe  in  the  branches  of  the  London  Uni- 
versity. 

Instruction  by  lectures  is  the  most  attractive  to  the  teacher, 
especially  if  he  consults  his  private  ease,  comfort,  and  reputa- 
tion more  than  he  considers  his  usefulness  or  effectiveness  as  a 
teacher,  or  the  real  interests  of  the  institution  which  he  serves. 
This  is  especially  true  if  the  professor  is  required  to  give  one 
or  two  courses  of  some  thirty  or  fifty  hours  a  year,  and  if  with 
the  preparation  and  delivery  of  these  lectures  his  responsibility 
begins  and  ends.  Even  when  he  lectures  an  hour  every  day, 
or  even  more  frequently,  it  is  an  immense  relief  to  know  that 
he  has  no  concern   with   the   progress  and  fidelity  of  the 
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students,  except  to  give  them  sonnd  and  methodical  teaching. 
Lecturing  is  especially  attractive  when  a  man  can  be  appoint- 
ed to  a  special  lectureship  in  one  or  more  universities,  and  re- 
ceive a  handsome  stipend  for  reading  ten  or  twenty  prelections 
upon  a  subject  to  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  given  special 
attention.     A  Professorship  limited  to  such  duties  is,  more- 
over, a  very  convenient  endowment  for  the  devotee  of  any 
special  department  of  knowledge;  giving  him  position  in  con- 
nection with  an  influential  and  learned  community,  a  limited 
excitement  in  the  obligation  to  deliver  a  few  lectures  yearly, 
which  may  sustain  his  reputation  and  make  public  his  discov- 
eries, and  leisure  for  private  studies,  for  the  enlargement  of 
science,  and   the    honor  of  the    university.      But  however 
attractive  this  method  of  instruction  may  be,  in  its  relations  to 
the  dignity,  the  ease,  the  irresponsibility  or  the  pockets  of  the 
instructor,  or  even  to  the  enlargement  and  defense  of  science, 
it  is  not  the  most  profitable  to  the  pui)il  unless  he  is  far  ad- 
vanced in  knowledge,  and  is  animated  with  an  ardent  zeal  for 
learning.     Even  then  it  has  (»nly  a  limited  usefulness  and 
should  never  be  exclusively  employed.    Its  advantages,  when 
used  within  proper  limits,  are  the  following :  The  instruction 
is  given  from  a  living  man,  with  the  interest  and  excitement 
which  personal  presence    and  oral    communication   possess 
above  the  written  page.    The  accessories  of  an  audience  com- 
posed of  others  intent  upon  the  same  themes,  and  moved  by 
the  same  activities  of  thought  and  feeling,  are  not  inconsidera- 
ble.    The  methodizing  agency  of  an  able  thinker  in  recasting 
and  representing  acknowledged  principles  and  received  facts 
in  such  relations  as  are  peculiar  to  himself,  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  the  known  wants  of  his  hearers,  to  current  objections, 
to  prevailing  controversies,  and  to  popular  literature  or  pass- 
ing events,  whether  public  or  private,  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance.   The  Professor  has  been  constituted,  and  accepted 
by  his  class  as  their  teacher,  and  communications  from  him  are 
received  with  a  deference  and  trust  which  are  accorded  to  no 
other  person.    It  is  often  difficult,  sometimes  it  is  impossible, 
for  him  to  find  a  manual  or  text-book  which  accords  with  his 
opinions  or  method.    For  this  reason,  even  if  he  uses  a  text- 
book, he  must  lecture  more  or  less  in  order  to  supply  its  defi- 
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ciencies  or  rearrange  it8  method.  Even  when  he  relies  chiefly 
upon  a  text-book  and  recitations,  lectures  may  be  required  to 
present  matter  which  can  only  be  gathered  from  many  authori- 
ties, which  the  student  is  incapable  of  looking  up  and  arrang- 
ing for  himself,  but  which,  when  presented  in  connection  with 
the  author  recited,  invests  the  study  of  the  subject  with  a 
heightened  interest,  and  impresses  its  truths  more  firmly  upon 
the  memory.  A  brief  course  of  lectures  is  otten  of  the  great 
est  importance  as  a  means  of  gathering  together  what  has 
been  read  or  studied,  of  restating  it  in  a  compact  and  intelli- 
gible method,  and  impressing  it  more  firmly  upon  the  memory. 
Lectures,  also,  help  to  reveal  the  individual  peculiarities  of  the 
Professor's  intellect  and  heart  more  fully,  and  in  more  particu- 
lars, than  his  occasional  comments  upon  the  authors  which  are 
recited,  because  the  discussions  can  be  more  complete  and  ex- 
haustive. They  are  of  especial  importance  in  case  the  teacher 
has  made  important  discoveries,  or  seized  upon  important 
truths,  or  invented  a  new  method,  or  completed  a  peculiar 
system.  The  necessity  and  usefulness  of  lectures  for  these 
and  other  ends,  will,  however,  vary  very  considerably  with 
different  studies  and  departments.  Instruction  in  the  Mathe* 
matics  and  in  the  Classics,  with  the  exception  of  special  topics 
of  History  and  Antiquities,  can  be  most  advantageously  given 
in  connection  with  a  text-book  upon  which  the  Professor  com- 
ments and  the  pupil  is  examined. 

The  objections  to  an  exclusive  reliance  upon  lectures  for  in- 
struction in  any  department  of  college  teaching  are  manifold. 
The  pupil  receives  by  the  ear  and  not  by  the  eye.  The  eye 
can  re-peruse  what  it  sees  and  can  reflect  upon  its  import.  The 
ear  must  hear  it  a  second  time,  either  as  repeated,  or  as  given  in 
varied  phraseology,  and  made  obvious  and  palpable  by  copious 
illustrations.  Hence  the  lecturer  must  necessarily  be  slow, 
tedious  or  diffuse,  repetitious  or  superficial.  Hence  if  a  pu- 
pil relies  upon  a  lecturer  for  all  the  knowledge  which  he  ac- 
quires, his  acquisitions  will  be  scanty  and  imperfectly  grounded, 
even  if  he  employs  his  own  thinking  in  revising  and  recasting 
what  he  has  heard.  A  remembered  lecture  is  vastly  inferior  to 
a  thoroughly  mastered  book,  because  the  book  will  ordinarily 
be  more  condensed  and  scientific  than  the  lecture,  or,  if  not, 
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more  of  it  will  be  retained  and  placed  methodically  at  the 
service  of  the  learner.  The  reason  why  lectures  are  especially 
adapted  to  students  who  have  read  and  mastered  many  books, 
is  that  the  teacher  in  such  cases  may  revise  and  recast  the 
knowledge  that  they  have  acquired,  or,  it  need  be,  supply  what 
is  wanting  or  confute  what  is  erroneous,  and  have  an  audience 
intelligent  and  appreciative  by  reason  of  their  previously 
acquired  knowledge. 

Not  only  can  the  pupil  gain  less  positive  knowledge  and 
fewer  thoughts  than  from  an  hour's  reading,  and  for  this  reason 
receive  from  it  less  advantage,  but  he  will  acquire  this  knowl- 
edge in  a  manner  which  will  less  vigorously  exercise  and  dis- 
cipline his  powers.  The  fact  that  the  acquisition  by  the  lec- 
ture is  the  most  pleasant,  may  indicate  that  the  attitude  of 
the  pupil  is  passive  and  receptive  rather  than  active  and  recre- 
ative. The  stimulus  and  aid  furnished  by  the  presence  and 
voice  of  the  teacher  may  be  at  the  expense  of  the  self-exciting 
and  self-controlling  activity  of  the  learner.  Attendance  upon 
lectures  is  exhaustive  of  the  body  and  the  mind,  and  it  is  espe- 
cially injurious  to  both  the  taste  and  the  power  for  close  and 
effective  private  study.  If  the  chief  reliance  is  placed  upon 
lectures,  five  or  six  hours  of  close  attention  will  constitute 
sufficient  labor  for  the  day,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  of 
the  pupil  must  be  given  to  studying  his  notes  for  retention  or 
examination.  The  consequence  will  be  that  very  little  reading 
will  be  accomplished  and  the  student  will  become  the  passive 
recipient  of  the  doctrines  and  opinions  of  his  teachei*s,  and 
hence,  even  under  the  ablest  and  most  various  instruction,  nar- 
row in  his  range  of  knowledge  and  of  thought,  if  not  the  pas- 
sionate and  bigoted  adherent  of  a  single  school,  with  few 
resources  and  a  feebler  inclination  to  correct  his  defects. 

For  the  more  advanced  students  of  a  college,  and  even  for 
the  students  of  professional  schools,  instruction  by  lecturing 
should  be  sparingly  applied.  It  should  never  supersede  the 
independent  reading  of  the  student  nor  the  task-work  of  indi- 
vidual acquisition  and  thought.  For  pupils  who  are  less  ad- 
vanced it  should  be  employed  very  rarely,  and  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rousing  the  attention,  stimulating  the  zeal  and  gather- 
ng  into  brief  and  comprehensive  statements  the  most  general 
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views  of  the  topic  or  author  which  is  studied.  The  chief  oc- 
cupation of  such  students  should  be  to  commit  to  memory, 
and  to  master  by  thought,  the  words  and  principles  which  the 
text-books  present  for  study.  Tlie  use  of  a  text-book  is,  how- 
ever, in  no  sense  degrading  to  the  instructor,  nor  does  it  pre- 
clude him  from  giving  instruction  in  the  amplest  variety  and 
the  most  effective  manner.  The  teacher  is  not  necessarily 
degraded  to  the  position  of  a  mere  examiner  of  his  pupils' 
work  or  a  hearer  of  recitatitms.  On  the  contrary,  he  enjoys 
special  advantages  for  the  most  effective  teaching,  viz.,  teach- 
ing by  the  Socratic  method.  The  defects  of  his  author  in 
statement  or  in  method  may  even  be  the  convenient  occasion 
and  foil  to  set  off  his  own  better  phrased  definitions  or  his 
neater  methods.  The  felicitous  or  defective  performance  of 
his  pupil  may  excite  the  instructor  to  draw  forth  the  vindica- 
tion or  the  correction  of  his  work  by  well  adapted  question- 
ings. Instruction  given  in  this  way  is  more  concrete  and  lively 
than  the  more  general  and  abstract  expositions  of  the  lecture- 
room.  To  comment  upon  an  author  may  task  the  powers  and 
display  the  genius  of  the  most  gifted  teacher  as  effectively  and 
variously  as  to  utter  his  own  lucubrations.  Indeed  the  brief 
foot  notes  of  a  learned  commentator  upon  a  printed  text  are 
often  as  valuable  as  the  learned  dissertations  which  he  presents 
in  an  appendix.  Instruction  by  this  method  has  also  the  very 
great  advantage  of  bringing  the  teacher  into  a  close  and  indi- 
vidual contact  with  his  pupil,  of  giving  him  a  personal  know- 
ledge of  his  powers  and  his  defects,  and  sometimes  of  awakening 
a  humane  and  friendly  interest  in  his  progress.  The  fatniliar 
questionings  of  the  class-room  open  and  invite  the  way  to 
familiar  intercourse  and  acquaintance  in  private.  They  tend 
to  bring  both  pupil  and  teacher  into  the  relations  of  confidence 
and  friendship,  and  thus  to  make  real  the  ideal  of  friendly 
guidance  du  the  one  hand  and  of  grateful  docility  on  the  other. 
We  dwell  upon  this  point  at  greater  length,  for  the  reason 
that  the  opinion  has  extensively  prevailed  in  this  country,  and 
is  countenanced  by  manifold  influences,  that  the  American  col- 
leges can  never  rise  to  their  proper  position  until  they  are 
manned  by  a  large  number  of  eminent  professors,  to  each  of 
whom  shall  be  assigned  a  lecture  room  for  instruction,  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


340     The  American  CoUeges  cmd  the  American  Public.  [AprU, 

whose  sole  fnnction  shall  be  to  read  or  expound  the  results  of 
his  individual  researches.  If  examinations  are  to  be  enforced, 
it  is  held  that  even  these  should  be  conducted  by  assistants  or 
tutors,  but  from  all  duties  of  this  sort  which  involve  a  close 
personal  knowledge  of  and  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  indi- 
dividual  pupil  the  professor  should  seek  to  be  excused,  as  in- 
consistent with  his  position  and  interfering  with  his  own 
studies.  No  heresy  seems  to  us  more  dangerous  than  this. 
No  disaster  could  be  more  serious  than  for  college  instructors  or 
college  guardians  to  cherish  such  ideals  as  this  of  what  is 
desirable  for  the  college  or  attainable  by  a  professor.  All  ten- 
dencies in  this  direction  should  be  discouraged  as  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  these  most  important  institutions  by  weakening 
their  efficiency,  and  as  inconsistent  with  efficient  teaching  and 
thorough  acquisition. 

If  a  man  desires  to  be  a  professor  in  an  American  college 
he  desires  a  good  work,  but  he  ought  to  have  just  conceptions 
of  the  nature  of  the  work  which  he  desires.  His  official  busi- 
ness is  to  educate  the  young,  i.  e.  it  is  to  teach  and  to  train. 
This  is  the  work  for  which  the  college  exists,  and  in  carrying 
forward  which  all  its  instructors,  the  professor  included,  are 
appointed.  It  is  true,  that  in  order  to  teach  he  must  himself 
know,  and  in  order  to  make  progress  in  knowledge,  he  must 
himself  continue  to  study  and  learn.  In  order  to  continue  to 
learn  he  must  also  have  leisure  and  opportunities.  For  these 
reasons  he  should  not  be  overworked  in  teaching ;  he  should 
not  be  employed  so  many  hours  in  instruction  as  to  be  unable 
to  study  with  freshness  and  success,  nor,  we  may  add,  should 
he  be  so  distracted  with  cares  by  reason  of  insufficient  pay,  or 
so  worn  with  other  labors  required  by  the  necessity  of  earn- 
ing his  living,  as  to  have  little  strength  either  for  study  or 
instruction.  But  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  his  post  is 
one  of  duty  to  his  pupils  as  an  instructor.  The  American  col- 
lege is  not  designed  primarily  to  promote  the  cause  of  science 
by  endowing  posts  in  which  men  of  learning  and  science  may 
prosecute  their  researches,  but  to  secure  successful  instruction 
for  our  youth.  In  securing  the  last  object,  it  incidentally  pro- 
motes the  first,  and  cannot  do  otherwise,  but  its  aims  should 
be  primarily  and  distinctly  directed  to  effective  instruction  as 
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the  chief  end  of  its  existence.  It  may  be  desirable,  nnder 
certain  circumstances,  to  connect  with  a  college  special  lec- 
tureships to  be  occupied  by  distinguished  scholars  whose  duties 
should  be  limited.  We  will  not  discuss  this  question  here,  but 
would  only  remark  in  passing  that,  whatever  the  functions  of 
such  lecturers  may  be,  they  are  very  subordinate  and  inconside- 
rable, compared  with  those  of  the  instructors  who  have  the 
charge  of  classes  as  their  regular  employment  and  devote  them- 
selves to  the  business  of  education  as  their  principal  occupa- 
tion. 

We  return  to  our  subject.  We  assert  that  it  is  not  only  un- 
desirable that  our  colleges  should  very  largely  give  instruction 
by  lectures,  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  our  more  advanced 
schools  of  knowledge,  both  professional  and  general,  would 
gain  in  thoroughness  and  efficiency  if  they  combined  with 
lecturing  thorough  courses  of  reading.  Nothing  is  more  unsat- 
isfactory in  the  judgment  of  one  who  sees  beneath  the  surface, 
than  the  superficial  habits  and  the  narrow  culture  which  are 
contracted  by  the  students  of  those  professional  schools  in 
which  the  instruction  is  given  chiefly  by  lectures.  We  observe 
hopeful  tendencies  in  these  schools  toward  reform  in  this  very 
particular,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  the  notion  in  our 
speech-making  and  speech-admiring  country  that  the  millen- 
nium of  C(»lleges  will  never  come  till  they  are  advanced  to  uni- 
versities, and  that  to  the  conception  of  a  university  the  essential 
elements  are  a  library,  museums,  a  suite  of  lecture  rooms  with 
a  professor  in  every  chair,  and  classes  of  persons  with  pens 
and  paper  who  pay  their  fees  with  r^ularity  and  promptness  I 

But  here  we  shall  be  met  with  the  familiar  inquiries  and  ob- 
jections, how  is  it  with  the  German  Universities?  Is  not  their 
practice  directly  opposed  to  your  theory  ?  Is  not  the  instruc- 
tion in  these  universities  given  almost  exclusively  by  lectures? 
Where  in  all  the  world  is  instruction  more  valuable  or  received 
by  a  larger  number  of  appreciative  and  zealous  hearers?  To 
this  we  reply,  the  Qerinan  universities,  as  has  already  been 
said,  presuppose  the  gymnasia.  In  the  education  which  they 
give,  both  as  to  matter  and  form,  they  adapt  themselves  to  stu- 
dents who  have  been  trained,  in  these  lower  institutions,  to  the 
power  to  understand,  to  assimilate  and  delight  in,  the  lectures 
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which  the  university  gives.  Take  away  the  gymnasia  and  the 
hearers  who  have  been  trained  by  their  pecnh'ar  method,  and 
the  university  lecturers  would  either  become  unintelligible  or 
else  unprofitable  by  reason  of  the  incapacity  or  inadequate 
culture  of  their  hearers.  The  hearers  of  the  university  lec- 
tures are  also  stimulated  to  attention  and  zeal  by  manifold 
influences  which  either  do  not  exist  or  act  but  feebly  in  this 
country.  Nor  is  it  true,  as  is  often  represented,  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  hearers  of  these  lectures  are  either  enthusiastic 
or  eminently  successful  devotees  of  knowledge.  The  enthusi- 
asm of  a  few,  upon  subjects  which  excite  in  this  country  the 
ardor  of  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  devotee,  is  indeed  most 
noticeable,  but  this  is  not  in  the  least  to  be  ascribed  to  the  fact 
that  the  instruction  is  given  by  lectures.  This  enthusiasm  is 
more  frequent  and  more  fervent,  as  not  a  few  attendants  upon 
the  universities  have  had  occasion  to  notice,  at  those  exercises  in 
which  the  instruction  is  given  more  nearly  after  the  English 
and  American  methods.  A  large  number  of  the  students  are 
negligent  and  idle,  though  they  have  been  trained  by  the  rigid 
and  persistent  discipline  of  the  gymnasia,  and  though  they 
are  stimulated  to  effort  by  the  manifold  excitements  of  Ger- 
man society, — a  larger  number  than  in  the  American  colleges; 
notwithstanding  the  prevalent  impression  in  this  country  to 
the  contrary.  Last  of  all,  the  judgment  of  many  of  the  most 
intelligent  professors  and  educators  in  Germany  itself  is  in 
favor  of  modifying  the  lecture  system  by  introducing  instruc- 
tion by  recitations  to  a  large  extent  The  only  insuperable 
obstacle  which  these  opinions  encounter  is  the  indolence  and 
indisposition  of  the  professors  themselves,  who  greatly  prefer 
a  system  which  relieves  them  of  the  drudgery  and  petty  details 
which  the  other  method  seems  to  involve. 

The  authority  of  the  example  of  the  great  English  univer- 
sities is  decidedly  against  instruction  by  lectures.  The  few 
lecturers  who  are  provided  are  little  esteemed  and  scantily  at- 
tended on.  Now  and  then  a  brilliant  and  able  professor  attracts 
a  few  scores  of  admiring  listeners,  but  the  educating  influence 
of  his  instructions  is  very  inconsiderable.  Of  late  a  reform- 
ing party  has  sprung  up  within  and  without  the  universities, 
who  argue  from  the  eminent  scholarship  and  the  scientific  zeal 
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which  prevails  in  the  Geripan  universities,  that  if  a  system 
similar  to  tlieirs  were  introduced  in  England  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  similar  zeal  and  proficiency.  In  these  jndgraonts 
they  overlook  or  underestimate  the  very  admirable  results 
which  the  English  method,  objectionable  and  deficient  as  it  is 
in  the  particulars  complained  of.  has  efiected  in  the  manhood 
and  power  of  the  multitudes  of  its  reading  men.  They  al>0 
entirely  leave  out  of  view  the  diflTerence  in  the  structure  of 
English  and  German  society  and  in  the  motives  which  in  the 
two  countries  stimulate  to  intellectual  activity,  as  well  as  de- 
termine the  directions  in  which  this  activity  shall  be  employed. 
Leaving  the  question  between  lectures  and  recitations,  we 
proceed  to  another  point;  the  frequency  of  the  recitations  and 
the  manner  in  which  fidelity  should  be  enforced.  Should 
these  exercises  be  frequent  or  only  occasional  ?  Should  the 
acquisitions  and  diligence  of  the  pupil  be  estimated  daily,  or 
oftener ;  or  should  this  be  done  only  at  what  are  technically 
called  examinations,  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals?  We  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact  that  examinations 
are  required  under  almost  every  system  and  in  institutions  of 
all  kinds,  in  the  English  and  German  universities,  the  Amer- 
ican collies,  and  in  most  professional  and  scientific  schools. 
The  only  difiference  of  opinion  concerns  the  question  whether 
these  examinations  shall  be  held  rarely  and  for  the  single  pur- 
pose of  testing  the  permanent  acquisitions  of  the  student,  or 
whether  in  addition  to  such  examinations,  others  shall  be  held, 
and  very  frequently,  for  the  joint  purpose  of  giving  instruc- 
tion and  of  testing  the  student's  diligence  and  progress.  It 
should  also  be  noticed  that,  in  all  institutions,  marks  or  their 
equivalents  are  employed  at  what  are  technically  called  ex- 
aminations, and  that  the  only  difierence  of  opinion  relates  to 
the  question  whether  they  shall  be  also  employed  in  what  are 
technically  called  recitations.  In  the  English  universities  the 
private  tutor,  or  coach^  hears  the  pupil  recite  his  classics  and 
bis  mathematics,  but  he  does  this  simply  to  prepare  him  for 
his  examination,  whether  this  be  a  class  or  a  pass  examination. 
He  hears  him  recite  while  he  works  with  him— oftener  while 
he  works  at  liim — for  the  purpose  of  correcting  his  errors,  of 
inculcating  what  he  needs  to  notice  and  remember,  and  above 
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all,  that  he  may  quicken  and  strengthen  hie  capacity  to  retain 
and  recall  what  he  learns.  In  the  great  sch(»ols  of  England 
the  practice  of  daily  recitations  is  as  abundantly  insisted  on 
as  it  is  in  the  American  schools  and  colleges ;  the  manner  of 
conducting  them  being  determined  by  the  kind  of  work  which 
the  pnpil  is  required  to  famish.  In  the  German  gymnasia 
the  pnpils  perform  more  of  their  studying  in  the  presence  and 
by  the  aid  of  the  teacher  than  with  us.  Dictations  are  abund- 
ant, which  the  pupil  records  as  they  fall  from  the  lips  of  the 
instructor.  Passages  in  the  classics  are  read  and  commented 
on  by  the  teacher;  the  principles  and  examples  in  mathematics 
are  expounded  and  explained  before  the  classes.  The  five 
hours  of  attendance  are  indeed  more  conspicuously  hours  of 
instruction  and  of  acquisition,  of  joint  and  excited  labor  on 
the  f»art  of  instructor  and  pupil,  than  they  are  in  the  English 
public  schools  and  in  the  American  colleges.  But  the  pupil 
also  recites,  and  his  task  ordinarily  is  not  complete  without  a 
great  deal  of  work  out  of  school,  the  results  of  which  he  brings 
up  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  teacher.  Whatever  is  set  as  a 
task  or  has  been  communicated  in  the  class-room  is  reproduced 
by  the  scholar  and  may  be  called  for  at  any  time. 

In  the  American  colleges  the  practice  has  till  recently  been 
uniform.  Very  frequent  recitations  have  been  required  and 
the  performance  of  the  student  at  every  one  of  these  exercises 
has  been  estimated  in  determining  his  scholarship,  whether  or 
not  an  entry  was  made  by  marks.  Formerly  the  examinations 
were  more  hurried  and  superficial  than  they  should  have  been. 
They  were  usually  vi/oa  vf^ce  ;  written  answers  from  a  series  of 
questions  being  comparatively  unknown.  Of  late,  marks  have 
been  introduced  at  the  daily  as  well  as  at  the  occasional  ex- 
aminations, and  the  occasional  examinations  have  been  far 
more  formal  and  thorough.  Indeed  in  respect  of  form  and 
thoroughness,  though  not  in  respect  of  quality  or  quantity  of 
matter,  these  occasional  examinations,  both  written  and  viva 
voce,  in  the  best  colleges,  will  compare  very  favorably  with  those 
of  such  institutions  as  make  occasional  examinations  the  only 
tests  of  scholarship  and  the  only  grounds  for  honors.  More- 
over, till  of  late  the  minute  attention  and  the  constant  press- 
ure applied  in  the  regular  recitations,  in  the  form  of  marks  or 
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otherwise,  have  been  intensified  in  the  same  degree  with  the 
increased  breadth  and  pressure  employed  in  the  occasional 
examinations. 

Some  tendencies  to  change  have,  however,  of  late  been 
manifest.  In  one  college  a  great  excitement  was  recently  oc- 
casioned by  the  application  of  marks  to  recitations  evaded  by 
unexcnsed  absence.  In  connection  with  this  the  custom  of 
using  marks  at  all  has  been  complained  of  as  degrading  to  the 
manly  spirit  of  the  pnpils,  and  this  complaint  has  been  re- 
echoed in  not  a  few  of  the  public  journals.  The  proposal  has, 
in  some  quarters,  almost  assumed  the  form  of  a  demand  that 
marking  f^hould  be  abandoned  as  savoring  too  much  of  the  dis- 
cipline which  is  fitted  for  school- boys,  and  as  therefore  unsuited 
to  young  men  at  college.  Other  objections  have  been  urged, 
as  that  it  tends  to  foster  the  spirit  of  servile  and  superficial 
study,  and  that  it  promotes  cramming  for  the  recitation  im- 
mediately im]>ending,  as  well  as  brings  constantly  before  the 
student  an  immediate  gain  or  loss,  one  of  which  he  will  snatch 
at  and  the  other  he  will  evade  by  stealthy  and  superficial  prac- 
tices, to  the  damage  of  his  intellectual  and  personal  integrity. 
It  is  objected,  moreover,  that  the  attention  of  the  instructor  is 
divided  and  distracted  between  the  work  of  instruction  and  of 
adjusting  the  measure  of  the  attainments  of  his  pupils.  For 
these  and  other  reasons  it  has  been  proposed  to  abandon  mark- 
ing at  recitations  and  even  marking  for  attendance,  and  to 
hold  somewhat  frequent  examinations,  say  whenever  an  author 
has  been  read,  or  any  special  topic  in  science  or  literature  has 
been  finished,  which  examinations  shall  be  the  sole  ground  of 
judging  of  the  attainments  of  the  pupil  and  his  claims  to 
honors.  In  favor  of  this  arrangement  it  is  asserted  that  the 
student  will  study  his  author  and  his  subject  more  thoroughly 
because  he  will  study,  not  in  parts,  but  as  a  whole, — that,  being 
thrown  somewhat  more  on  his  own  responsibility,  he  will  study 
with  more  manly  purposes  and  a  more  direct  regard  to 
his  own  self-improvement.  It  is  claimed,  as  a  chief  advantage, 
that  he  will  ^'cram  "  his  intellectual  nutriment  less  and  digest 
it  more  perfectly. 

It  may  be  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  all  these  advantages 
may  be  secured  without  abandoning  the  most  stringent  enforce- 
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ment  of  the  daily  recitations.  Examinations  may  be  multi- 
plied as  is  proposed,  and  to  any  extent,  for  the  purpose  of 
givi  g  the  pupil  a  general  view  of  and  command  over  an 
author  and  a  subject,  and  great  comparative  importance  may 
be  attached  to  such  reviews  and  the  student's  performances,  in 
the  estimate  of  his  scholarship.  But  the  advantages  of  fre- 
quent reviews  of  this  kind  need  not  be  purchased  by  the  sac- 
ritice  of  the  advantages  which  are  peculiar  to  the  daily  recita- 
tions, at  which  the  presence  of  the  pupil  is  enforced,  and  his 
performances  are  marked.  The  claim  that  the  substitution  of 
the  one  for  the  other  as  a  measure  of  scholarship  would  exclude 
or  discourage  "  cramming,"  is,  in  our  view,  not  only  wholly  un- 
tenable, but  it  suggests  the  most  serious  objection  against  such 
examinations,  when  made  the  sole  criterion,  that  they  emi- 
nently foster  the  cramming  spirit.  Indeed,  we  hesitate  not  to 
aflBrm  that  nothing  can  intensify  this  spirit  so  activ.ely  as  the 
introduction  of  such  examinations  as  a  substitute  for  daily 
enforced  recitations.  In  any  school,  college,  or  university,  let 
a  single  day  of  the  week  or  the  month  be  devoted  to  a  review 
and  examination  upon  the  work  of  the  week  or  the  month ; 
and  let  this  be  accepted  as  the  chief  or  only  test  of  that  work, 
and  the  day  or  two  preceding  will  inevitably  be  devoted  to  the 
most  energetic  cramming.  The  first  part  of  the  week  or 
month  will,  by  the  less  faithful  and  conscientious,  be  wHsted 
or  expended  on  favorite  pursuits,  and  the  work  that  should 
have  been  distributed  evenly  among  the  several  days  will  be 
crowded  into  one  or  two.  Even  the  more  studious  and  am- 
bitious will  be  more  careless  of  their  daily  studies  an<l  of  course 
less  qualified  to  appreciate  and  assimilate  the  instruction  which 
is  given,  and  will  rely  upon  their  capacity  to  apply  their  con- 
centrated energies  upon  the  reviews.  If  it  be  said  that  the 
daily  recitations  involve  a  daily  cram,  we  can  only  reply  that 
a  daily  cram  is  less  objectionable  than  a  weekly  or  monthly 
cram,  inasmuch  as  the  quantity  taken  is  smaller  and  the  un- 
natural strain  of  the  powers  is  less  severe.  Moreover  the  daily 
so-called  cram  renders  the  strain  at  the  end  of  the  wetk  or 
month  less  severe.  Indeed  it  makes  the  labor  less  a  labor  of 
cramming  at  all.     Superficial,  indolent,  and  unfaithful  men 
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will  abuse  any  system,  and  hence  the  only  question  worth  con- 
sidering is,  which  system  grants  facilities  for  the  least  abuse. 

To  dispense  with  the  enforced  recitation,  moreover,  would 
be  to  throw  away  one  of  the  chief  incidental  advantages  attain- 
ed by  college  discipline,  apart  from  the  special  culture  which 
it  imparts,  and  that  is  the  training  of  the  man  to  the  power 
and  habit  of  successfully  concentrating  and  controlling  his 
powers.  This  discipline  trains  a  man  to  bring  his  powers  to 
act  with  their  utmost  energy,  within  a  given  time,  to  nieet  an 
impending  necessity.  To  be  able  to  do  this  under  the  varying 
calls  of  life  with  efifect,  is  one  great  secret  of  success  in  any 
occupation  or  pursuit.  To  be  able  to  do  this  in  the  greatest 
diversity  of  circumstances  and  exigencies,  gives  a  man  the 
widest  and  most  varied  influence.  R.  W.  Emerson  says  very 
finely  in  his  "  Conduct  of  Life,"  that  of  the  conditions  of 
success  '*  the  first  is  the  stopping  ofl^  decisively  our  miscella- 
neous activity,  and  concentrating  our  force  on  one  or  a  few 
points;  as  the  gardener,  by  severe  pruning,  forces  the  sap  of 
the  tree  into  one  or  two  vigorous  limbs,  instead  of  sufl'eriug  it 
to  spindle  into  a  sheaf  of  twigs."  "  The  one  prudence  in  life 
is  concentration  ;  the  one  evil  is  dissipation  ;  and  it  makes  no 
difference  whether  our  dissipations  are  coarse  or  fine  ;  property 
and  its  cares,  friends,  and  a  social  habit,  or  politics,  or  music, 
or  feasting.  Everything  is  good  which  takes  away  one  play- 
thing and  delusion  more,  and  drives  us  home  to  add  one  stroke 
of  fairhful  work."  "  Concentration  is  the  secret  of  strength 
in  polities,  in  war,  in  trade,  in  short,  in  all  management  of 
human  affairs.  One  of  the  high  anecdotes  of  the  world  is  the 
reply  of  Newton  to  the  inquiry,  '  how  he  had  been  able  to 
achi(5ve  his  discoveries?' — *  By  always  intending  my  mind.'" 
''  A  man  who  has  that  presence  of  mind  which  can  bring  to 
him  on  the  instant  all  he  knows,  is  worth  for  action  a  dozen 
men  who  know  as  much,  but  can  only  bring  it  to  light  slowly." 
The  constantly  enforced  recitations  of  the  college,  following 
each  other  day  after  day,  and  more  than  once  in  the  day, 
made  important  as  the  conditions  of  success  and  honor,  and 
continued  for  several  years,  are  an  admirable  discipline  to  this 
self  control  and  self  mastery.  They  hold  a  man  to  lis  work  by 
a  pressure  that  he  cannot  evade.    They  train  him  to  bring  his 
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powers  to  act  upon  a  task   that  must  be  achieved  within  the 
hour.    They  help  him  to  despise  slight  indispositions,  whether 
of  body  or  of  mind,  to  set  aside  inertia  and  headaches,  to  turn 
from  the  novel  and  the  newspaper,  the  gymnasium  and  the 
rowing  match,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  teacher 
and  the  class  room.     If  this  is  not  the  way  to  treat  the  pttpU 
08  a  mariy  it  is  the  way  to  make  him,  a  m^n^ — with  a  man's  com- 
mand over  his  intellect,  and  a  man's  capacity  to  summon  and 
direct  his  energies  at  will,  and  to  energize  them  up  to  the 
demand  of  every  occasion.     It  is  because  of  this  very  result 
that  the  English  university  system  has  done  so  much  for  its 
reading  men,  and  made  out  of  them  the  mature,  self-poised, 
efficient  men  of  action ;  and  when  the  occasion  required,  men 
of  effective  speech.     Notwithstanding  all  the  evils  of  excessive 
cramming,  increased  as  they  are  by  the  enormous  pecuniary 
value  of  the  prizes  in  prospect,  notwithstanding,  too,  the  one- 
sidedness  of  the  curriculum  prescribed,  the  training,  simply  as 
training,  of  these  universities,  has  done  more  for  England  and 
more  for  the  world  than  has  ever  yet  been  acknowledged.     It 
has  hardened  the  bone  to  a  compacter  grain,  and  toughened  the 
muscle  to  a  finer  fibre  than  any  other,  simply  because  it  has 
aroused  and  concentrated  the  energies  for  the  accomplishment 
of  definite  tasks,  and  because,  after  the  training  of  its  cham- 
pions was  complete,  the  empire  of  England  has  furnished  for 
them  an  arena  in  diplomacy,  in  commerce,  in  politics,  and  at 
the  bar,  which  was  fitted  still  further  to  excite  and  to  display 
these  most  consummate  powers.     However  justly  we  may 
criticise  or  complain  of  the  universities  of  England  for  doing 
so  little  for  science,  or  philosophy,  or  even  for  the  best  kind  of 
philology,  we  ought  never  to  overlook  what  they  have  done 
tor  the  training  of  the  men  who  have  wrought  the  deeds,  and 
uttered  the  thoughts,  and  inspired  the  sentiments  that  have 
made  England  so  great.     But  while  the  universities  have  so 
efficiently  trained  their  honor  or  class-men,  it  is  the  univei-sal 
testimony,  that  the  pass-men  have  been  as' grossly  neglected. 
And  why  ?    Chiefly  because  they  are  not  held  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  daily  work  under  the  pressure  of  a  amstanUy  im^ 
vending  necessity.    We  cannot  imitate  their  class  system  in 
ibis  country,  because  we  have  no  such  prizes  as  tliey  possess  by 
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whieh  to  enforce  and  stimulate  labor.  Tlie  nniversity  of 
Oxford  distributes  yearly  in  scholarships,  fellowships,  etc.,  the 
sum  of  120,000  pounds  sterling,  the  hope  of  sharing  in  which, 
excites  some  four  or  five  hundred  reading  men.  It  may  be  safe 
to  dispense  with  daily  examinations  when  the  hope  of  such  re- 
wards constantly  inspires  and  impels  to  labor.  Their  failure  to 
influence  the  pass-men  to  constant  industry,  and  often  even  to 
the  appearance  or  profession  of  such  industry,  should  warn  the 
American  colleges  against  any  similar  relaxation  in  the  tension 
of  the  feeble  incitements  which  they  can  apply. 

The  German  system  has  also  prizes  in  the  civil  and  pro- 
fessional appointments,  which  are  determined  by  the  result  of 
every  examination  from  the  begmning  of  thegymnasial  to  the 
end  of  the  university  life,  and  which  are  most  powerfully  rein- 
forced by  the  intense  and  prevailing  intellectual  activity  of 
the  cultivated  classes.  But  the  German  system  fails  eflectively 
to  reach  the  lower  two-thirds  of  the  university  men,  notwith- 
standing all  that  the  rigid  and  compulsory  training  of  the 
gymnasium  has  previously  done  for  them. 

As  to  the  objection  or  the  sentiment  on  which  it  is  founded, 
that  to  labor  under  compulsion  or  for  marks  is  degrading  to 
the  manhood  of  the  pupil ;  neither  seem  to  us  to  require  con- 
sideration or  discussion.  The  constraint  is  moral,  and  is  of 
precisely  the  same  character  which  meets  a  man  all  his  life 
long.  It  is  only  made  more  definite  and  eflScient  in  the  college. 
It  neither  excludes  nor  weakens  the  nobler  motives  of  self- 
culture  and  of  duty,  the  motives  derived  from  the  love  of 
learning,  or  from  a  desire  to  be  useful  to  man  and  to  do  honor 
to  God.  Marks  for  what  a  man  is  and  does  are  everywhere 
noted  for  or  against  him,  with  more  or  less  justice,  as  long  as 
he  lives,  and  for  all  his  efforts,  in  the  judgments  of  his  fellows, 
and,  as  we  are  taught,  even  in  the  books  of  the  Eternal  Judge. 

We  object,  then,  most  •strenuously  to  the  substitution  of  the 
occasional  examination  for  the  daily  recitation,  because  wher- 
ever it  has  been  used  it  has  failed  even  under  the  most  advan- 
tageous circumstances ;  because  it  can  be  applied  in  the  Amer- 
ican colleges  with  a  comparatively  feeble  efficiency ;  and  bo- 
cause  the  stimulus  and  training  involved  in  constant  and  re- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


350    The  American  Colleges  and  the  American  Pvhlic.  [April, 

quired  intellectual  application,  is  more  needed  and  is  less 
valued  in  this  country  than  in  any  other.  A  few  selt^ducated 
men  reach  the  same  results  on  similar  conditions  in  different 
circumstances,  as  the  lamented  Lincohi  forced  himself  to  master 
Euclid's  geometry,  and  learned  in  that  way  to  master  his  own 
intellectual  powers.  But  the  great  mass  of  our  ruling  minds, 
and  among  them  a  considerable  number  of  college  graduates, 
are  shrewd  and  quick-witted,  rather  than  reflective  and  self- 
directiug — men  of  intense  intellectual  activity  and  exalted 
self-contidence,  rather  than  patient  and  scrutinizing  seekers 
afler  truth,  and,  worst  of  all,  men  of  little  reverence  for  truth 
and  small  confidence  in  principles. 

If  there  is  any  country  where  the  sobering  and  disciplining 
influence  of  a  vigorous  but  enlightened  training  from  books  is 
needed,  or  where  it  is  fitted  to  be  most  efBciont,  it  is  in  a 
country  like  this.  If  there  is  any  country  where  those  who 
themselves  have  had  experience  of  the  benefits  of  college  dis- 
cipline, and  have  seen  its  power  over  their  fellows,  and  to 
whom,  withal,  is  entrusted  the  direction  of  the  discipline  and 
instruction  of  wealthy  and  influential  seats  of  learning,  should 
be  slow  in  relaxing  the  efliciency  of  its  forces,  it  is  the  country 
iu;  which  presumptuous  demagogues,  both  lay  and  clerical,  edito- 
rial and  speech-making,  cry  one  thing  one  day  and  another 
thing  the  next,  and  where  quacks  in  education,  religion,,  and 
politics  of  every  variety  and  degree  find  a  ready  hearing  and 
devoted  partisans. 

A  contiimed  residence  at  college,  or  keeping  oner's  termSy 
has  been  esteemed  important  in  all  the  American  colleges. 
Such  residence  has  ordinarily  been  required  as  a  condition  for 
the  first  degree.  The  practice  of  shortening  the  course  by 
over-leaping  a  year  or  a  term,  or  of  presenting  one's  self  for 
examination  at  any  time,  has  not  been  allowed,  on  the  general 
theory  that  no  person,  unless  in  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stances, can  perform  the  work  of  two  years  or  of  two  terms  in 
one,  and  therefore  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  examination 
in  advance  of  his  standing.  This  practice  and  the  theory  on 
which  it  is  founded,  are  called  in  question  by  some,  and  the 
doctrine  is  advanced  and  occasionally  put  in  practice,  that 
residence  and  class  standing  should  both  be  disregarded,  pro- 
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vided  the  pnpil  can  pass  the  prescribed  examinations.  So 
mnch  prominence  has  of  late  been  attached  to  competitive 
examinations  all  the  world  over,  that  the  importance  of  resi- 
dence and  continued  stndy  has  been  somewhat  overlooked,  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  practice  should  be  recom- 
mended and  introduced  in  some  colleges  of  ceasing  to  require 
continued  or  refi^nlar  residence,  and  of  throwing  open  the 
examinations  for  degrees, — possibly  for  honors, — to  all  well- 
accredited  applicants. 

We  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  subject  of  residence  at  length. 
It  will  come  up  again  in  another  connection.  We  will  content 
ourselves  by  citing  the  following  testimony  of  Matthew  Arnold, 
in  respect  to  the  German  practice  : 

"  A  public  school  boy,  who,  to  evade  the  rule  requiring  two 
years  in  prima^  leaves  the  gymnasium  from  secunda^  goes  to  a 
private  school  or  private  tutor,  and  offers  himself  for  examina- 
tion within  two  years,  needs  a  special  permission  from  the 
minister  in  order  to  be  examined.  So  well  do  the  Prussian 
authorities  know  how  insufficient  an  instrument  for  their 
object — that  of  promoting  the  national  culture  and  filling  the 
professions  with  fit  men, — is  the  bare  examination  test ;  so 
averse  are  they  to  cram ;  so  clearly  do  they  perceive  that  what 
forms  a  youth,  and  what  he  should  in  all  ways  be  induced  to 
fic:jaire,  is  the  orderly  development  of  his  faculties  under  good 
:ad  trained  teaching. 

"With  this  view  all  the  instructions  for  examination  are 
drawn  up.  It  is  to  tempt  candidates  to  no  special  preparation 
and  effort,  but  to  such  as  a  scholar  of  fair  ability  and 
proper  diligence,  may,  at  the  end  of  his  school  course,  come  to 
with  a  quiet  mind  and  without  a  painful  preparatory  effort 
tending  to  relaxation  and  torpor  as  soon  as  the  effort  is  over. 
The  total  cultivation  {Oeaammibildung)  of  the  candidate  is 
the  great  matter,  and  this  is  why  the  two  years  of  prima  are 
prescribed,  '  that  the  instruction  in  this  highest  class  may  not 
degenerate  into  a  preparation  for  the  exainination,  that  the 
pupil  may  have  the  requisite  time  to  come  steadily  and  with- 
out overhurrying  to  the  fullness  of  the  measure  of  his  powers 
and  his  character ;  that  he  may  be  securely  and  thoroughly 
formed,  instead  of  being  bewildered  and  oppressed  by  a  mass 
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of  information  hastily  heaped  together.'  All  tumulttcai*ische 
Vorhereitung^  and  all  stimulation  of  vanity  and  emulation  is  to 
be  discouraged,  and  the  examination,  like  the  school,  is  to  re- 
gard da8  Wesendiche  und  Dattemde — the  substantial  and 
enduring.  Perverse  studet  qui  examinibus  studet^  was  a  favor- 
ite saying  of  Wolf's."    (Schools  and  Universities^  etc.) 

We  had  proposed  to  treat  distinctly  of  the  class  system 
which  is  almost  universally  adopted  in  the  American  colleges. 
It  has  not  escaped  severe  criticism,  and  at  present  is  likely  to 
be  exposed  to  still  more  earnest  objections.  It  must  stand  or 
fall  with  the  retention  or  abandonment  of  the  several  features 
which  we  have  noticed,  viz.,  a  prescribed  curriculum,  an  en- 
forced and  daily  recitation,  and  a  continued  residence  or  keep- 
ing of  terms.  Some  of  its  more  important  relations,  as  a 
means  of  intellectual  culture  and  excitement,  will  need  to  be 
considered  when  we  come  to  speak  of  the  American  college  as 
a  society  having  a  common  and  organic  life. 

These  several  features  of  the  American  college  system  in- 
volve of  necessity  a  constant  enforcement  of  faithful  study  by 
the  instructors,  and  a  vigorous  application  of  stringent  disci- 
pline. A  curriculum,  frequent  recitations  and  constant  resi- 
dence, can  have  no  force  or  effect  unless  they  are  prescribed 
and  enforced  as  law,  and  are  made  the  conditions  of  enjoying 
the  advantages  and  reaping  the  rewards  which  the  college 
holds  in  its  gift.  This  is  so  obvious  as  to  need  no  ehicidation. 
Young  men  who  are  too  manly  in  their  spirit,  and  too  inde- 
pendent in  their  feelings  to  acquiesce  in  such  a  discipline,  are 
too  old  in  their  feelings  to  be  members  of  a  college,  however 
young  they  may  be  in  years.  A  year's  trial  of  the  discipline  of 
a  banking  or  trading  house,  on  shipboard,  or  in  the  army, 
might  set  them  back  a  half-score  of  years  in  fancied  age,  and 
serve  to  correct  somewhat  their  ideas  of  the  consistency  of 
manliness  with  responsibility  and  supervision.  Their  confi- 
dent advisers  of  the  press  who  recommend  the  abandonment 
of  supervision  and  constraint  over  such  high  minded  youths, 
may  be  properly  advised  in  turn  to  try  the  experiment  in  their 
own  printing  officets  and  among  the  members  of  their  own 
editorial  corps. 

We  neither  overlook  nor  deny  the  evils  of  the  college  system. 
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The  evils  which  attend  its  operation  are  neither  few  nor  slight. 
The  spirit  of  routine  is  constantly  in  danger  of  taking  pos- 
session of  both  instructors  and  pupils,  inducing  in  the  one  the 
mechanical  and  perfunctory  performance  of  duty,  and,  in  the 
other,  the  constrained  and  enforced  preparation  of  lessons. 
The  pupil  is  constantly  in  danger  of  regarding  the  lesson  as  a 
task  imposed,  and  of  overlooking  the  necessity  that  tasks 
should  be  imposed,  and  the  fact  that  every  task  brings  the 
opportunity  for  intellectual  energy  and  improvement.  Other 
modes  of  employing  and  improving  the  mind  which  are  m«»re 
exciting,  or  are  rewarded  by  the  acclaim  of  one's  society  or 
one's  set,  such  as  rhetorical  exercises  and  feats  of  reading  and 
debate,  or  striking  acquisitions  out  of  the  common  line,  whether 
in  science,  or  letters,  or  in  achievements  less  intellectual,  are 
constantly  preferred  to  the  more  sober  and  common-place 
duties  of  the  college  work.  The  resort  to  all  sorts  of  expe- 
dients to  meet  the  enforced  recitation,  the  use  of  assistance  to 
avoid  dishonor  or  discredit,  excessive  cramming  for  those 
examinations  which,  properly  used,  furnish  the  best  of  oppor- 
tunities for  a  leisurely  review,  and  the  prevalent  attitude  of 
antagonism  against,  instead  of  cooperation  with,  the  aims  of 
instructors,  are  too  widely  prevalent  and  too  notorious  to  be 
denied  or  overlooked.  The  disposition  to  find  in  the  uncon- 
strained pursuit  of  favorite  studies  for  the  fancied  future  an 
excuse  for  the  neglect  of  studies  that  are  imposed  in  the 
present,  is  fearfully  prevalent.  Self  reproach  for  neglect,  or 
chagrin  at  disappointed  expectations,  or  vexation  at  some  real 
or  fancied  injustice,  is  made  the  pretext  or  excuse  for  per- 
sistent idleness  and  systematic  neglect.  The  college  studies 
are  declared  by  consent  to  be  a  bore,  even  by  many  who  derive 
from  them  no  inconsiderable  advantage.  Even  the  most  faith- 
ful and  conscientious  students  are  deterred  from  pursuing  their 
studies  in  the  most  enlightened  spirit,  and  from  perfecting  and 
fixing  them  by  additional  thought  and  research,  through  the 
influence  of  associations  which  their  better  judgments  resist, 
and  of  a  prevailing  sentiment  of  which  in  their  hearts  they 
are  ashamed.  Studying  for  rank  and  cramming  for  immediate 
effect,  both  tend  to  dwarf  the  love  of  knoWlodge  itself,  and  to 
induce  bad  intellectual  habits. 
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The  instructors,  also,  are  in  danger  of  being  either  vexed  or 
disconraged,  and  so  of  becoming  nnsympathizing  with  and 
distrastfal  of  their  pupils.  Their  best  instructions  are  not 
always  listened  to,  or  not  appropriated,  through  the  impatience 
or  the  listlessness  of  their  constrained  and  wearied  pupils 
often  '*  cabined,  cribbed,  and  confined,"  through  the  poverty 
of  the  college,  in  low  and  ill-ventilated  class-rooms.  The  per- 
petual inculcation  of  elementary  knowledge  becomes  weari- 
some and  disgusting  to  the  men  whose  sympathies  with  the 
young  are  not  perpetually  renewed.  The  experience  of  the 
same  failures,  of  the  same  mistakes  and  observations  is  weari- 
some to  the  spirit.  The  antagonism  and  slyness  of  the  pupils 
tend  to  evoke  inhumanity  and  suspicion  in  the  teacher. 
Hence  the  want  of  earnestness  and  hopefulness,  of  courage  and 
patience,  sometimes  tlie  want  of  interest  in  the  truths  imparted, 
and  in  the  pupils  to  whom  they  are  given,  which  occasionally 
settle  down  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  half-paid  and  un- 
thanked  college  teacher,  and  paralyze  his  eflTorts,  and  eat  out 
his  life,  and  sometimes  make  him  pedagogical,  hard,  and  dry, 
or  supercilious,  distant,  and  "  Donnish," 

Not  a  few  of  tiiese  evils  are  incidental  to  any  system  of  in- 
struction, whether  optional  or  enforced.  The  few  that  are 
occasioned  by  the  enforced  curriculum  of  the  college,  would,  if 
it  were  abandoned,  be  exchanged  for  others  more  serious,  and 
their  name  would  be  Legion.  It  is,  however,  a  fair  and  im- 
portant question  by  what  expedients  can  they  be  obviated  and 
the  college  system  retained,  as  it  must  be  or  be  sacrificed  at  the 
cost  of  evils  manifold  greater  and  more  numerous  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing suggestions : 

First  of  all,  an  adequate  and  somewhat  uniform  preparation 
of  knowledge  and  power  should  be  sought  for  in  the  students, 
and  as  far  as  possible  should  be  required.  We  would  allow 
great  liberality  in  the  trial  of  candidates,  but  if,  after  trial, 
any  are  found  hopelessly  deficient,  they  should  be  sent  down 
either  to  another  class  or  to  a  thorough-going  coach,  who  will 
either  drive  them  up  to  their  duty,  or  discipline  them  to  better 
habits  of  study  and  acquisition.  The  men  who  are  best  pre- 
pared and  whose  previous  studies  in  any  way  make  it  easy  for 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  The  American  Colleges  arid  the  Americ(m  PMic.     355 

them  to  master  the  college  work,  should,  in  case  the  class  is 
divided  into  different  sections,  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  the 
section  of  lowest  attainment,  but  should  be  compelled  to  keep 
up  to  the  line  which  is  fairly  within  their  reach.  Such  men 
should  be  stimulated,  if  possible,  by  some  additional  work  tor 
honors  or  prizes,  especially  in  extra  classical  reading,  or  in 
mathematical  problems. 

As  it  is  notorious  that  not  a  few  enter  college  with  a  fine 
classical  preparation,  and  have  abundant  time  for  extra  read- 
ing, they  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do  so  by  a  special  exami- 
nation in  some  author  not  read  by  the  cla88,  at  which  honors 
should  be  given  to  all  who  acquit  themselves  well,  and  in  which 
success  should  count  in  the  estimate  of  the  college  standing. 
This  examination  should  require  something  more  than  the 
ordinary  studying  which  is  exacted  in  the  recitation  room. 
By  a  similar  method,  encouragement  for  special  studios  in  all 
departments  of  knowledge  should  be  systematically  allowed. 
In  order  to  provide  for  such  studies  and  examinations,  as  well 
as  to  give  somewhat  more  freedom  and  variety  to  the  curricu- 
lum, it  would  be  necessary  that  the  time  of  the  students 
should  be  less  cut  up  by  too  great  a  number  of  exercises.  In- 
deed, the  relief  would  be  very  great  to  both  students  and  in- 
structors if  in  any  way  this  change  could  be  effected,  especially 
in  the  two  higher  classes,  where  it  is  more  imperatively  re- 
quired and  where  it  would  be  best  appreciated. 

There  are  many  reasons,  indeed,  why,  in  the  later  years  of 
college  life,  the  recitations  should  not  be  so  frequent,  in  order 
to  avoid  this  evil  of  excessively  dividing  the  tiine,  and  also 
that  the  exercises  themselves  might  be  less  exclusively  exer- 
cises of  recitation,  and  admit  more  and  might  more  largely  the 
element  of  instruction.  It  would  be  most  desirable  if  the  in- 
structor should  seem  to  be  a  fellow-worker  with  his  pupils  as 
he  is  in  the  English  Universities.  At  least,  the  habits  of 
college  recitations  would  be  greatly  improved  if  the  pupils 
should  be  allowed  to  express  their  own  difficulties  or  misgiv- 
ings, or  ask  questions  for  information  and  guidance.  To  this 
end  the  apartments  should  be  made  attractive  and  convenient, 
and  sliould  be  provided  with  every  accessory  in  the  way  of 
apparatus  and  illustrations.     No  classical  room  would  be  any 
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the  less  agreeable  if  its  walls  were  hung  with  attractive  maps 
and  photographs.  The  instruction  would  be  none  the  less 
severe  and  exacting,  were  the  students  allowed  to  breathe  a 
respirable  atmosphere,  or  to  sit  on  comfortable  benches.  The 
hopeful  son  of  Tim.  O'Flaherty  is  better  accommodated  at  the 
age  of  ten  in  the  palatial  public  school-houses  that  iire  voted 
him  by  our  sovereigns,  than  is  the  delicate  son  of  a  million- 
aire in  the  class  rooms  of  colleges  that  have  educated  thou- 
sands of  the  intellectual  princes  of  (he  land. 

The  instruction  of  the  colleges  should  be  made  as  iritellec- 
tual  and  as  wide-reaching  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  drill- 
ing processes  should  justify  themselves  continually  to  the 
judgment  of  the  most  stupid  and  faithless.  Even  the  driest 
analysis  of  word  or  sentence  and  the  most  rigid  processes  of 
the  mathematics  may  be  enlivened  with  some  interesting  illus- 
trations and  applications,  provided  the  instructor  be  a  man  of 
intellectual  breadth  and  have  a  desire  to  stimulate  and  enlarge 
the  minds  of  his  pupils.  The  teacher  of  the  classics  may  teach 
much  of  English  if  he  will,  while  he  professes  to  instruct  only 
in  Greek.  Geography,  history,  and  flestheticAl  criticism  can 
ecarcely  be  withholden  if  the  teacher  has  a  well-stored  and 
generous  mind.  We  have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that 
a  less  strictly  grammatical  and  a  more  liberal  character  should 
be  given  to  classical  study  in  the  advanced  years  of  the  course. 

It  would  not  be  amiss  if  more  frequent  instruction  and  in- 
citements were  furnished  of  a  general  character  in  respect  to 
the  opportunities  for  improvement  which  attend  each  of  the 
stages  of  college  life,  and  occasional  free  and  friendly  communi- 
cations were  made  respecting  the  hindrances  and  aids  to  self- 
culture  ai>d  the  best  methods  of  making  the  most  of  the  col- 
lege curriculum.  Perhaps  there  is  no  point  in  which  students 
err  more  seriously  than  in  respect  to  the  use  of  their  leisure, 
the  selection  of  private  or  special  studies,  the  direction  of  their 
reading  and  the  cultivation  of  facility  in  writing  and  in  speech. 
In  short,  while  the  disciplinary  processes  should  be  enforced 
with  the  utmost  rigor,  in  order  that  they  may  be  efficient,  the 
intellect  of  the  pupils  should  be  treated  as  little  as  possible  as 
a  mechanical  recipient  and  should  be  stimulated  and  en- 
larged as  rapidly  as  possible  to  independent  and  rational  ac- 
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rivity..  This  is'possible  only  on  the  condition  that  the  instract- 
ors  are  men  of  generous  intellectual  training,  that  they  are 
not  so  overworked  as  to  become  mere  intellectual  drndges, 
and  that  they  give  the  best  of  their  energies  to  the  work  of 
teaching  and  of  training.  The  instructors  of  a  college  should 
be  men  who  are  not  merely  at  home  in  their  own  departments, 
but  who  understand  and  appreciate  their  relations  to  other  sci- 
ences and  to  life.  Otherwise  they  cannot  teach  in  a  liberal 
spirit  and  with  the  generous  effect  which  is  to  be  desired. 
They  should  not  be  overworked  in  the  college  by  being  tasked 
too  many  hours  to  allow  them  to  make  progress  in  their  own 
deparrraentfi  and  to  retain  their  freshness  and  vigor  for  work  in 
the  class-room.  Nor  should  they  be  overworked  out  of  the  col- 
lege by  extra  labors  to  gain  the  living  which  they  fairly  earn 
and  which  the  college  ought  to  provide.  They  should  also 
give  the  choicest  of  their  energies  and  zeal  to  the  service  of 
the  college  as  instructors.  No  mistake  can  be  more  serious 
than  that  a  college  gains  very  largely  by  adding  to  its  corps  of 
professors  eminent  personages,  who  have  little  or  no  ac- 
tive concern  with  the  business  of  instruction  or  who  come 
rarely  in  contact  with  the  students.  The  continued  presence 
of  a  resident  professor  of  acknowledged  eminence,  or  the  occa- 
sional appearance  of  a  non-resident  lecturer  of  popular  renown, 
neither  of  whom  holds  a  constant  and  intimate  connection  with 
the  processes  of  instruction  and  moulding  that  are  every  day 
forming  and  exciting  the  minds  and  characters  of  the  students, 
is  of  comparatively  little  significance.  To  attach  to  the  roll 
of  a  college  a  list  of  names  of  men  eminent  for  science  or 
learning,  whose  connection  with  its  work  is  occasional  only, 
may  gratify  the  vanity  of  its  patrons  and  sound  largely  in  the 
ear  of  the  American  public,  but  it  adds  little  of  strength  and 
mav  impart  much  of  weakness  to  the  efficiency  of  the  corps. 
.By  the  same  rule,  to  found  so-called  chairs  of  instruction  which 
shall  serve  as  comfortable  provisions  for  the  real  or  professed 
devotees  of  special  sciences,  may  promote  the  cause  of  science 
(in  a  questionable  way),  but  it  does  not  add  to  the  energy  or 
effect  of  the  college  or  university  as  a  place  of  training.  Even 
science  is  furthered  in  a  questionable  way  by  such  endow- 
ments, tor  the  reason  that  the  man  who  is  called  to  the  con- 
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stant  service  of  instruction,  is  far  more  likely  to*make  advances 
in  his  own  department  than  the  man  who  is  installt^d  upon  an 
endowment  in  which  study,  and  not  teaching,  is  the  chief 
object.  The  German  professors  lecture  their  one  or  two  he  urs 
a  day  through  the  academical  year,  and  yet  they  do  far  more 
for  science  than  the  Fellows  at  Oxford  who  are  held  to  no 
duties  of  instruction  at  all. 

The  more  widely  cultured  an  instructor  is,  the  more  liberal 
will  be  the  Spirit  and  effect  of  his  teaching,  all  other  thiiitrs 
being  equal.  Consequently  to  deliver  the  colleges  from  the 
tendencies  of  routine,  they  must  be  provided  with  men  of  lib- 
eral culture  and  varied  intellectual  endowments.  The  influ- 
ence of  such  teachers  is  not,  however,  limited  to  the  spirit  and 
manner  of  their  direct  instructions.  The  presence  •►f  and 
contact  with  a  man  of  such  a  de-^cription,  who  occui>ies  the 
place  and  exercises  the  functions  of  an  instructor,  is  itself  both 
instruction  and  inspiration  of  the  most  effective  character. 
The  driest  exercises  become  fresh  when  conducted  by  such 
teachers,  and  the  most  monotonous  routine  is  varied  bv  tlieir 
admonitions  and  sympathy. 

It  is,  then,  of  the  first  importance  that  the  instructors  wlio 
man  our  colleges  should  be  men  of  high  general  and  special 
culture.  It  is  equally  important  that  such  men  should  not 
merely  be  attached  to  the  college,  but  should  become  its  work- 
ing forces  by  actually  coming  into  frequent  contact  with  the 
students  as  efficient  instructors.  Tlie  proposal  to  attach  a  spe- 
cies of  university  chairs  to  the  American  colleges,  to  be  tilled 
by  eminent  savans  or  specialists  who  shall  simply  give  a  few 
lectures  with  the  hope  of  stimulating  and  exciting  the  students, 
is  founded  on  a  serious  misconception  of  the  actual  working  of 
the  college  system. 

It  would  be  far  better  for  the  efficiency  of  the  college  sys- 
tem if  there  were  attached  to  ei^ery  large  college  a  corps  of 
Fellows  to  whom  should  be  assigned  special  duties  of  instruc- 
tion in  a  private  and  familiar  way,  and  whose  intercourse  with 
the  students  should  diffuse  a  spirit  of  culture  and  of  enthusi- 
asm for  self-improvement.  Such  Fellows  might  be  elected  in 
special  departments,  as  in  Greek,  Latin,  English  Literature, 
History,  Mathematics,  each  of  the  Natural  Sciences,  Philoso- 
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phj.  They  should  be  elected,  not  advanced  on  examination, 
that  college  rank  alone  need  not  determine  their  position,  but 
the  capacity  to  receive  and  impart  culture,  and  general  desir- 
ableness for  the  higher  considerations  of  character  and  promise. 
Thej  should  be  elected  for  a  term  of  years,  that  the  spirit  of 
sloth  and  self  indulgence  should  neither  in  fact  nor  in  appear- 
ance be  fostered  by  a  life  pension.  They  should  be  elected  to  an 
office  with  definite  duties,  as  examiners,  as  critics  of  composi- 
tion, as  coaches  to  the  timid  or  the  halting,  above  all  as  pri- 
vate or  parlor  teachers  to  special  classes  who  might  desire  im- 
provement, and  as  inspiring  friends  to  the  whole  community. 
They  should  be  advanced  to  the  post  of  private  teachers  in 
their  special  studies  after  they  have  themselves  been  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy.  The  provision  for 
their  support  should  be  ample  enough  to  satisfy  one  who  is 
animared  with  a  desire  for  knowledge  and  self-improvement, 
or  who  aspires  to  a  literary  career  as  instructor,  editor,  or  litte- 
ToU-ur^  and  liberty  should  be  given  to  teach  privately,  for  pay, 
only  to  a  limited  extent.  The  presence  of  such  a  body  of 
studying  and  teaching  Fellows  would,  it  is  believed,  be  most 
efficient  in  elevating  the  t*»ne  of  the  whole  academic  bodv. 
Being  fresh  from  the  undergraduates,  they  would  retain  their 
academic  sympathies  and  traditions.  Occupying  a  quasi-oflScial 
position,  and  being  entrusted  with  certain  duties,  they  would 
feel  their  responsibility  to  use  their  influence  in  the  right 
direction.  Such  a  corps  of  honorary  students  and  teachers 
wonlddo  much  towards  elevating  the  college  to  the  real  effi- 
ciency and  the  generous  spirit  of  the  university.  One  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  expended  in  the  endowment  at  Yale  or 
Harvard  College  of  six  or  eight  such  fellowships,  terminable 
in  from  five  to  eight  years,  would  do  more  to  furnish  the  coun- 
try with  a  real  university  than  the  expenditure  of  a  million  in 
founding  a  new  institution  on  a  scale  of  magnificent  expectations. 
Snch  a  body  of  Fellows  would  at  least  serve  as  a  school  for 
the  training  <»f  permanent  instructors. 

Much  would  bo  gained,  also,  in  oreaking  up  the  traditional 
routine  of  college  life  and  in  waking  np  a  generous  enthusiasm 
for  knowledge  and  iraproveUient,  it  the  heads  of  those  depart- 
ments in  which  are  associate  professors  and  tutors  would  ex- 
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ercise  a  personal  eapervision  of  the  instractioD  that  is  given. 
The  teaching  which  they  can  give  personally  must  be  con- 
fined to  a  single  class  Bnt  if  they  could  also  have  leisure 
and  opportunity  to  inspect  and  direct  the  teaching  of  oth<^rs, 
if  they  could,  as  a  part  of  their  duty,  visit  the  class-rooms  of 
their  proper  subordinates,  they  might  do  much  to  quicken  the 
zeal  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Many  other  expedients  might  be  devised  to  give  greater 
eflBciency  to  the  college  system,  without  relaxing  in  the  least 
from  its  thoroughness  or  departing  from  those  traditions  which 
experience  has  established  and  confirmed. 

We  owe  some  apology,  perhaps,  for  bringing  before  the  pub- 
lic these  suggestions  of  detail  in  which  they  have  little  interest, 
and  in  respect  to  the  merits  of  which  they  are  scarcely  compe- 
tent to  form  an  opinion.  We  mean  no  disrespect  when  we  say 
that  the  American  public,  even  that  part  of  it  which  is  made 
up  of  the  graduates  of  colleges,  are  as  unfitted  to  advise  in 
respect  to  the  details  of  the  management  of  a  college  as  they 
are  to  direct  the  details  of  managing  a  railway,  a  cotton  mill, 
or  a  trading  house.  We  shall  therefore  say  no  more  upon  the 
subject  before  us.  The  discussion  of  it  thus  far.  in  these  few 
particulars,  may  serve  to  convince  our  tribunal  that  those  most 
familiar  with  these  institutions  are  as  well  acquainted  with 
their  defects  and  as  sensitively  desirous  that  they  should  be  re- 
moved as  are  the  public  who  criticise  them  so  freely.  A  few 
topics  of  more  general  interest  remain  upon  which  we  may 
again  ask  a  hearing. 
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Article  VI.— PRINCETON  EXEGESIS.  No.  II.— ITS  DEAL- 
INGS WITH  THE  TESTIMONY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES 
AGAINST  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  A  LIMITED  ATONE- 
MENT. 

The  Atonement.  By  the  Rev.  Aechibald  Alrxandeb  Hodgb, 
D.  D.,  Professor  of  Didactic,  Historical,  and  Polemical  The- 
ology in  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  at  Allegheny, 
Pa.  Philadelphia:  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication. 
1867. 

The  Atonement :  Its  Reality^  Oompletene/fs^  and  Extent.  By 
Robert  S.  Candlish,  D.  D.,  Free  St.  George's,  Edinburgh. 
London  :  T.  Nelson  and  Sons.     1861. 

Princeton  Review.  Review  of  Barnes  on  the  Atonement^ 
July,  1859,  and  Articles  on  the  Atonement  jr?a«^'m. 

In  the  number  of  the  2^ew  Englander  which  was  issued  in 
July,  1868,  we  examined  the  exegetical  eflforts  of  the  Prince- 
ton School  of  theologians  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  Original 
Sin.  The  leadir»g  commentator  and  divine  of  that  school  had 
recently  expressed  to  the  public  his  sense  of  the  danger  of 
holding  any  other  view  of  this  doctrine  than  the  one  enter- 
tained by  himself,  and  he  had,  within  a  comparatively  brief 
period,  published  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  his  work  on 
the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  In  this  book  he  had  bnmght  out 
what  may  doubtless  be  regarded  as  an  authoritative  exposition 
of  the  views  of  his  party,  and,  we  suppose  we  may  add,  the  high- 
est results  of  Biblical  scholarship  which  have  yet  been  attained 
among  them.  It  seemed,  therefore,  a  suitable  occasion  for  a  re- 
newed consideration  of  the  soundness  of  their  exegesis,  and  tor 
a  renewed  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  Scriptural  grounds  of  their 
claims  to  be  the  sole  possessors  of  the  strictest  orthodoxy.  Of 
our  success,  at  that  time,  in  establishing  what  we  attempted  to 
prove  we  leave  others  to  determine ;  but  as  this  question  of 
the  exclusive  possession  of  true  doctrine  has  come  to  have  a 
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new  interest  of  late,  owing  to  the  charges  made  by  these  theo- 
logians against  those  who  differ  from  them  and  to  the  events 
which  many  look  forward  to  as  likely  to  occur  in  their  part  of 
the  Church,  we  think  our  readers  may  not  be  unwilling  to  ac- 
company ns  into  another  field,  and  to  inquire  what  they  do 
with  the  statements  of  the  New  Testament  there.  We  pro- 
pose, accordingly,  in  the  present  Article,  to  make  a  brief  ex- 
amination of  some  of  those  passages  which  indicate  that  Christ 
died  for  all  men,  but  which  the  Princeton  theologians  regard  as 
consistent  with  the  doctrine  of  a  Limited  Atonement — a  doc- 
trine which  must  be  held,  or  they  will  not  receive  ns  into  their 
ecclesiastical  houses  or  bid  us  God-speed. 

We  regret,  in  entering  upon  this  subject,  that  we  have  not 
in  our  possession  commentaries  b}*^  the  same  distinguished 
author  on  all  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  in  which  these 
passages  are  found.  It  would  be  agreeable  to  us  to  hear,  in 
respect  to  every  verse  and  phrase,  the  words  of  the  acknow- 
ledged chief  among  the  defenders  of  this  peculiar  system  of 
theology,  as  we  have  been  permitted  to  hear  them  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  As, 
however,  only  a  limited  portion  of  these  books  have  engaged 
his  special  attention,  or,  at  least,  have  found  in  him  an  exposi- 
tor known  to  the  general  public,  we  must  content  ourselves  to 
look  elsewhere  and  seek  from  others  what  we  would  so  gladly 
receive  from  him.  But  unfortunately  onr  seeking,  even  when 
we  look  elsewhere,  is  not  rewarded  as  fully  as  we  could  desire, 
in  the  line  of  minute  and  exact  interpretation,  for  while  these 
gentlemen  are  never  slow  to  give  us  their  doctrines  and  to 
assure  us  that  those  doctrines  are  found  in  the  Scriptures,  they 
have  long  been  accustomed  to  surrender  the  department  of 
Biblical  study  mainly  to  this  one  leader.  Where  he  fails  them, 
therefore,  they  are  apt  either  to  limit  themselves  to  theological 
discussion  or  to  appeal  to  their  friends  in  Scotland  who  have 
labored  in  the  exegetical  field.  Thus  the  latest  work  on  the 
Atonement  from  the  Princeton  School,  which  has  been  so 
highly  commended  by  those  nearest  the  central  power  that  we 
suppose  it  may  be  regarded  as  authoritative  as  to  their  views, 
only  tells  us,  in  its  closing  pages,  how  the  controversy  on  these 
passages,  when  entered  upon  from  the  exegetical  standpoint, 
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may  be  decided,  while  the  remark  is  added  that  the  author  of 
the  volnme  has  "  neither  the  space  nor  the  taste  "  for  an  exami- 
nation of  this  kind.  This  author,  like  his  associates  in  general, 
apparently  prefers  the  region  of  theological  to  that  of  exegetical 
discussion,  and  he  confines  himself  almost  entirely  to  the 
former,  within  which,  after  all,  he  thinks  the  determination  of 
the  whole  matter  may  be  left.  He,  therefore,  leaves  us  with 
scarcely  a  hint  of  his  own  exegesis,  and  simply  points  the  per- 
sistent opponent  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  *'  the  triumphant 
proof  "  given  by  a  foreign  writer*  that  the  passages  in  ques- 
tion, when  riglitly  interpreted,  do  not  in  the  least  contradict 
the  doctrine  of  a  limited  atonement.  What  the  Princeton 
doctrine  is,  is  a  matter  of  no  doubt.  What  the  statements  of 
the  Scriptures  to  which  we  refer  are,  we  propose  to  consider 
in  the  following  pages.  But  if,  in  examining  the  Princeton 
exegesis,  we  wander  as  far  as  the  guides  oblige  us  to  go,  and  if 
we  hold  the  guides  responsible,  wherever  their  own  words  fail 
us,  for  what  they  commend  as  satisfactory  and  even  "  triumph- 
ant," we  hope  we  may  be  justified  by  our  readers.  "  The 
taste  and  the  space "  for  Biblical  interpretation  are,  perhaps, 
greater  in  some  other  regions  of  the  world  than  in  the  one 
which  these  writers  chance  to  occupy.  But  if  so,  we  may 
surely  be  permitted  to  go  for  their  explanations  where  they 
themselves  go  for  them — whether  it  be  to  their  own  oracles  or, 
when  these  are  silent,  to  those  which  speak  more  frequently 
but  yet  with  an  accepting  teaching. 

The  recent  writer  to  whom  we  have  just  referredf  opens  his 
remarks  on  the  particular  subject  which  we  have  in  hand  by 
saying  that  the  words  "all,"  "  world,"  etc., do  not  necessarily 
refer  to  all  mankind.  We  are  happy  to  find  that  the  Prince- 
ton school  are  ready  to  admit  this,  if,  indeed,  their  admission 
goes  beyond  the  limits  of  those  passages  which,  when  inter- 
preted in  the  universal  sense,  establish  the  views  of  those  who 
oppose  their  doctrines.  This  is  not  always  the  case  with  their 
admissions,  as  we  have  had  occasion  to  see  in  our  former  Ar- 
ticle, for  even  Dr.  C.  Hodge  himself  says,  in  his  commentary 
on  First  Corinthians,  that  "  the  analogies  of  Scripture  are  not 

♦  Dr.  R.  a  Candlish.  f  I>r.  A.  A.  Hodge. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


364  Princeton  Exegesis.  [April, 

to  be  pressed  beyond  the  point  which  they  are  intended  to  il- 
lustrate;"— a  statement  which,  if  applied  in  the  fifth  chapter 
of  Romans,  takes  away  one  of  the  supports  of  his  doctrine 
there  on  which  he  and  his  followers  rest  with  the  most  self- 
satisfying  confidence.  But,  in  the  present  case,  we  accept  the 
admission  very  willingly  and  are  glad  to  make  it  a  starting- 
point  for  our  discussion  of  all  such  subjects.  ^^  These  phrases 
do  not,"  as  this  author  very  properly  remarks,  ''  of  them- 
selves"— that  is,  outside  of  and  regardless  of  the  connection 
in  which  they  stand  and  the  design  for  which  they  are  mani- 
festly used — ''  necessarily  settle  the  question,"  or — as  he  ex- 
presses the  same  idea  in  another  work — ^^  these  terms  are  un- 
questionably used  in  various  degrees  of  latitude  in  the  Scrip- 
tures." But,  while  this  is  true,  it  is  equally  unquestionable 
that  the  words  of  which  we  speak  may  be  used  in  such  a  way 
and  such  a  connection  as  to  show  that  they  are  to  be  under- 
stood in  their  universal  sense^  and,  wherever  this  is  the  case, 
they  do  necessarily  determine  every  dispute  which  turns  upon 
the  matter  of  universality  or  limitation.  And,  therefore,  it  is 
a  point  of  much  importance,  in  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject now  in  hand,  to  ascertain  by  exegetical  inquiry  what  is 
the  use  of  the  words  in  the  passages  to  which  we.  are  referred. 
The  theologian  is  obliged  to  come  back  to  the  field  of  the  Bib- 
lical interpreter  if  he  would  ascertain  the  true  doctrine.  This 
is  a  thing  which  most  Protestants  have  learned  by  this  time; 
and  while  the  meaning  and  use  of  words,  and  consequently  the 
declarations  of  the  Scriptures,  ^'  cannot  sometimes  indeed  be 
decided  by  an  appeal  to  grammars  or  lexicons,"  as  this  writer 
very  correctly  maintains,  they  can  be  settled  within  the  proper 
region  of  the  commentator's  labors,  notwithstanding  he  seems 
to  maintain  the  contrary.  It  should  also  be  noticed  that 
the  remark  which  he  makes — that  ^^  particular  expressions 
limit  general  ones  rather  than  the  reverse" — is  one  which  can- 
not be  everywhere  applied.  An  author  cannot,  surely,  on  the 
foundation  of  this  principle,  excuse  himself  from  all  necessity 
of  investigating  the  general  expressions.  Above  all  things  he 
cannot  attempt  to  establish,  on  theological  grounds  simply,  a 
particular  doctrine  as  found  in  certain  passages  of  the  Bible, 
and  when  he  has  done  this  to  his  own  satisfaction,  undertake 
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to  tell  us  that,  though  we  have  other  and  clear  statements 
which  contradict  his  doctrine,  we  must  accept  his  view,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  he  has  got  hold  of  a  particular  statement  and 
we  only  of  general  ones.  Our  general  statements,  whose 
meaning  is  ascertained  according  to  the  legitimate  rules  of 
Biblical  interpretation,  niay,  as  we  have  already  intimated, de- 
termine what  is  the  tme  declaration  of  Gk>d's  Word,  and  they 
cannot  be  neglected  or  passed  over  as  of  little  consequence. 
There  are,  in  a  word,  places  and  connections  in  which  the  word 
^'  all ''  must  mean  aU  men^  and  whenever  it  does  mean  all 
men  it  does  not  mean  anything  else  or  anything  less.  Once 
settle  this  meaning,  and  the  ''  &;eneral "  passage  gets,  in  one 
sense,  a  very  '*  particular  "  character.  It  decides  everything. 
It  turns  the  principle  above  alluded  to  quite  round  the  other 
way  and  shows  the  theology  which  ignores  or  denies  it  to  be 
on  a  false  foundation.  Moreover,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  presumption  wherever  the  word  '*  all  "  and  "  world  "  are 
found  is  in  favor  of  their  universal  sense,  and  it  is  incumbent 
upon  those  who  reject  that  sense  in  any  individual  case  to  give 
satisfactory  reasons  why  they  thus  reject  it.  The  burden  of 
proof  manifestly  rests  upon  thetn.  They  must  prove  the  limi- 
tation which  they  insist  upon,  or\heir  view  cannot  be  accepted. 
It  has  no  foundation  on  which  to  stand.  The  Princeton 
writers  themselves  admit  this,  as  they  show  by  the  painful 
efforts  which  they  make  to  explain  away  the  simple  meaning 
of  these  universal  expressions.  How  successful  their  efforts 
are,  the  following  pages  will  show. 

The  passages  in  the  New  Testament  which  we  propose  to 
examine,  and  which  are  contradictory  of  the  doctrine  of  a  Lim- 
ited Atonement,  may  be  divided,  for  convenience,  into  four 
classes ;  namely,  those  which  declare  that  Christ  died  for  all 
men  or  for  the  whole  world  ;  those  which  distinguish  between 
the  limited  number  of  the  elect  and  those  who  are  outside  of 
that  number,  and  declare  that  he  died  not  only  for  the  former 
but  for  all ;  those  which  declare  that  he  died  for  some  who 
may  hereafter  prove  to  be  not  among  the  elect ;  and,  finally, 
those  which  represent  that  the  only  reason  why  sinners  will 
be  condemned  at  the  judgment  is,  that,  though  the  Atonement 
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was  made  for  thern,  they  would  not  accept  it  for  themselves. 
The  reader's  attention  is  invited  to  an  examination  of  the 
passages,  in  this  order. 


In  the  first  place,  there  are  repeated  statements  in  the 
New  Testament  that  Christ  died/Jw  all  men^  or  for  the  whole 
world.  Such  statements  are  found,  for  example,  in  1  Tim. 
ii.  5,  6,  Titus  ii.  11,  Heb.  ii.  9,  with  reference  to  all  men,  and 
1  John  iv.  14,  John  i.  29,  and  John  iii.  16, 17,  with  reference 
to  the  world.  In  1  Tim.  ii.  5,  6,  Paul  uses  the  following 
language:  *' There  is  one  God,  and  one  mediator  between  God 
and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  rar  som  for 
all,"  and  in  Titus  ii.  11,  he  speaks,  according  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  verse,  of  '*  the  grace  of  God  as  bringing  sal- 
vation to  all  men."  That  the  literal  signification  of  these 
verses,  considered  in  themselves  and  independently  of  the 
surrounding  context,  is  favorable  to  the  doctrine  of  a  univer- 
sal atonement  can  hardly  be  doubted.  Christ  gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  all,  dyriXurpop  Imkp  Ttdprwp — God's  grace  brings  sal- 
vation to  fiWy(r(OT7Jpeo(:  Ttourei^  duOpdnroe^.  Nothing,  surely,  can  be 
more  completely  without  limitation  than  these  words.  Tlie 
Princeton  gentlemen  do  not  deny  that  we  have  the  widest  exten- 
sion in  the  phrases  used.  But  they  fall  back  upon  their  general 
proposition.  "  that  the  word  '  all '  is  used  with  various  degrees 
of  latitude  in  the  Scriptures,"  and  assure  us  that  the  context, 
or  the  manifest  purpose  for  which  the  sacred  author  employs 
the  word,  must  often  determine  the  sense  in  which  it  is  to 
be  understood  in  a  particular  passage.  With  this  principle 
established — and,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  we  make  no 
objection  to  it — they  maintain  that  in  these  verses,  though  the 
word  all  is  used,  it  means  not  all  metiy  but  something  else — 
namely,  men  of  every  class.  Let  us  look,  then,  at  the  context 
in  each  case.  In  the  passage  in  the  first  Epistle  to  Timothy, 
the  Apostle  commences  by  saying,  "  I  exhort,  therefore,  that 
first  of  all  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving  of 
thanks  be  made  for  all  men  ;  for  kings  and  for  all  that  are  in 
authority,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all 
godliness  and  honesty.    For  this  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the 
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eight  of  God  onr  Savionr,  who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  ;" 
— and  then  he  adds  the  two  verses  qaoted  above,  "  For  there 
is  one  God,  and  one  mediator,  &c.,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom 
for  all."  These  verses,  thus,  are  introdnced  as  giving  a  reason 
for  the  exhortation  in  regard  to  prayer,  and  what  they  contain 
mnst  be  at  least  as  wide-extended  in  its  signification  as  the  ex- 
hortation is.  For  whom,  then,  did  the  Apostle  desire  that 
prayers  and  supplications  should  be  made  ?  For  all  classes  of 
meuy  say  the  Princeton  theologians.  We  ask  for  the  evidence 
that  this  is  the  meaning,  and  we  get  only  one  reply, — indeed, 
no  other  evidence  can  be  given.  The  second  verse,  it  is  said, 
specifies  a  particular  class  of  persons,  namely,  kings  and  those 
having  civil  authority;  therefore  the  author  must  have  in 
mind  a  succession  of  different  classes  in  the  whole  passage 
taken  together.  But  if  this  is  so,  it  is  certainly  somewhat  sin- 
gular that  he  does  not  indicate  the  fact  by  mentioning  any 
other  class.  Paul  is  not  a  writer  who  ordinarily  hesitates  to 
make  his  intention  plain  in  such  cases,  or  who  breaks  off  in 
alluding  to  a  succession  of  classes  after  he  has  spoken  of  the 
first  one,  and  then,  though  no  reason  presents  itself  for  doing 
sOj  passes  all  the  others  by  unnoticed.  He  does,  indeed,  some- 
times abruptly  turn  aside  from  the  direct  progress  of  his  dis- 
course without  returning  to  it.  But  it  is  not  his  habit  to  do 
so  in  such  cases  as  the  one  before  us ;  and  for  a  very  good  rea- 
son for  he  might,  by  so  doing,  entirely  mislead  his  readers  as 
to  .:?T?neaning.  If  a  Christian  teaclier,  in  writing  to  his  pu- 
pils or  his  church,  says,  I  desire  that  prayers  be  offered  for  the 
civil  magistrates  and  for  all  men — and  this  is  the  ntmost  that 
the  Apostle  says  in  the  way  of  dividing  the  objects  of  prayer 
into  classes — every  one  will  understand  him  to  mean,  I  desire 
that  prayers  be  offered  for  civil  magistrates  and  all  other  men. 
This  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  understanding  of  his  words, 
and  therefore  it  is  the  meaning  of  his  words,* — a  meaning 

*  We  intendf  of  course,  to  say  that  this  is  the  natural  and  iuevitable  meaning 
in  case  the  writer,  in  the  expression  "  civil  rulers  and  all  men,**  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  diyiding  into  classes  at  all.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  cannot  be 
andefKtood  to  mean  anything  but  "  civil  rulers  and  cUl  other  men.**  We  do  not, 
EM  ire  show  on  a  subsequent  page,  intend  to  say  that  the  meaning  might  not  be 
'*  civil  rulers  and  all  men  " — the  latter  phrase  includin(|r  the  civil  rulers  as  well 
as  aU  other  men. 
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which  must  be  adopted  unless  he  explains  hiniself  as  meaning 
something  else.  A  person  commenting  upon  or  endeavoring 
to  interpret  his  words  has  no  right,  therefore,  when  the  author 
himself  says  nothing  which  justifies  such  a  course,  to  throw 
into  the  phrase  any  idea  or  explanation  of  his  own.  The  lan- 
guage is  before  him,  and  it  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to 
ordinary  and  known  rules.  The  farthest  extent,  then,  to  which 
the  Apostle  goes  toward  this  view  of  the  Princeton  scholars  is 
the  making  a  division  of  mankind  into  two  dosses — one  of 
them  the  comparatively  small  class  of  rulers  and  the  other  in- 
cluding all  the  rest  of  mankind.  And  when,  in  this  immedi- 
ate connection,  he  presents  as  a  reason  why  the  prayers  should 
be  made,  the  fact  that  Christ  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  he 
must  mean  either  that  the  "  all "  which  he  here  uses  should 
be  coextensive  with  the  "  all  "  which  he  used  before,  or  that 
it  should  cover  not  only  them  but  the  other  class  which  he 
had  individualized  and  separated  from  the  "  all."  If  there  is 
a  division  into  classes  at  all,  therefore,  in  the  verses,  the  de- 
claration at  the  end  must  be  either  that  Christ  gave  himself  as 
a  ransom  for  all  other  men  except  civil  magistrates,  or  that  be 
gave  himself  for  all  men  universally,  including  not  only  all 
other  men,  but  civil  magistrates  also.  The  advocates  of  the  doc- 
trine of  a  limited  atonement  will  scarcely  be  willing  to  limit  it 
to  those  who  are  not  holders  of  civil  office,  and  to  make  this 
the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures.  But  if  they  do  not  take  this 
course,  they  must,  so  far  as  this  passage  is  concerned,  adopt 
the  other  alternative — and,  with  the  other  alternative,  Paul 
declares  that  the  Atonement  is  without  limitations, — designed 
for  all  the  race. 

We  have  said  above  that  the  utmost  limits  to  which  the 
Apostle  can  be  supposed  to  go  in  these  verses,  in  the  way  of 
division  into  classes,  only  allow  the  possibility  of  supposing 
him  to  express  the  desire  that  prayer  be  made  for  rulers  and 
for  all  (i.  e.y  all  other)  men.  But  this  is  farther  in  this  line 
than  the  fairest  interpretation  carries  his  language.  The  thing 
which  he  actually  says  is  this — I  exhort  that  prayers  be  made 
for  all  men ;  for  kings  and  rulers ; — and  what,  in  all  probability, 
he  means  is,  I  desire  that  prayers  be  made  for  all  men,  and 
for  one  class  among  them  which  I  will  specify  more  particu- 
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larly,  namely,  ralers.  There  was  a  peculiar  reason  for  men- 
tioning this  class  of  persons  at  that  time,  f^r  we  have  evidence 
elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament  that  the  converts  to  Chris- 
tianity were  in  danger  of  holding  the  existing  civil  govern- 
ments in  too  light  esteem  ;  and  snrely,  when  such  an  Emperor 
as  Nero  was  on  the  throne,  and  was  beginning  his  course  of 
persecution,  the  friends  and  followers  of  Paul  might  easily  for- 
get or  neglect  to  pray  for  magistrates  as  they  ought.  The 
leading  modern  commentators,  both  of  England  and  Germany, 
generally  take  this  view  of  the  proper  interpretation  of  the 
passage,  and  make  the  second  verse,  which  has  reference  to 
kings,  &c.,  parenthetical  in  its  character.  But  with  this  ex- 
planation of  the  verses,  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no  division 
into  classes  at  all.  There  is  nothing  in  the  main  thought  but 
the  exhortation  to  prayer  for  aU  m£n^  and  the  reason  is  given, 
because  Christ  is  a  ransom  for  all.  The  atonement,  then,  is 
as  universal  as  the  prayers  are  to  be,  and  the  prayers  are  to  be 
for  all  mankind.  On  the  true  interpretation,  therefore,  the 
alternative  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  the  word  *'  all,"  to 
which  we  alluded,  is  not  allowed,  and  the  phrase  in  question 
cannot  mean  anything  except  what  the  words  in  themselves 
plainly  mean.  Paul  declares  that  Christ  Jesus  gave  himself  a 
ransom  for  all  men.  This  truth  he  states,  in  the  words  that 
immediately  follow  this  declaration,  to  be  the  great  subject  of 
Christian  preaching — *'  a  thing  to  be  testified  in  due  time ; 
whereunto  I  am  ordained  a  preacher  and  an  apostle,  (I  speak 
the  truth  in  Christ,  and  lie  not),  a  teacher  of  the  Gentiles  in 
faith  and  verity." 

The  passage  in  the  Epistle  to  Titus  16  introduced  by  an  ex- 
hortation *'  to  speak  the  things  which  become  sound  doctrine," 
and  then  these  things  are  presented  more  definitely,  as 
they  bear  on  the  proper  character  and  conduct  of  several 
classes  in  the  Church ;  namely,  aged  men,  aged  women,  young 
men,  slaves,  &c.  Following  the  several  exhortations  we  find 
the  ground  on  which  they  are  given  presented  in  these  words: 
— "  For  the  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  salvation  to  all  men 
hath  appeared,  teaching  us  that  denying  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in 
this  present  world,  looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glo- 
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rions  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 
The  grace  of  God  is  described  in  this  passage  as  jJ  aamjpeo^ 
noffcv  dudpdmoi^^  and  the  bearing  of  this  passage  on  the  ques- 
tion before  us  depends  upon  the  meaning  of  " all  men"  in  this 
phrase.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  these  verses  the  Apostle  is 
speaking,  as  is  evidently  not  the  case  in  the  verses  quoted  from 
the  first  Epistle  to  Timothy,  of  a  series  of  difiTerent  classes 
among  mankind.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  where  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  all  men  to  mean  simply  men  of  all  cUzsees^  and  the 
decision  whether  such  is  actually  the  meaning  must  be  made 
in  view  of  other  passages.  Does  the  Apostle,  in  any  other 
plape,  employ  an  expression  precisely  or  substantially  equiva- 
lent to  this  ?  If  he  does,  is  it  clear,  in  that  place,  in  what 
sense  he  uses  it?  These  are  the  qnesrions  which  we  must  ask, 
and  the  answer  is  at  hand.  In  1  Tim.  iv.  10,  which  is  the 
only  similar  passage,  God  is  called  aaycrjp  ndurtou  dpOpdnwp^ 
and  no  reference  to  various  classes  is  found  in  any  part  of  the 
context.  It  is  wholly  gratuitous  and  unsuitable,  therefore, — a 
violation  of  all  exegetical  principles, — to  say  that,  in  that  verse, 
Paul  intended  to  speak  of  God  as  the  Saviour  of  all  classes  of 
men.  He  must  have  mesjit  of  all  m^n;  and  inasmuch  as  this 
passage  is  cited  from  one  of  the  Epistles  belonging  to  the  same 
period  of  the  Apostle's  life  and  writings  as  the  one  under  ex- 
amination, no  unprejudiced  mind  can  fail  to  feel  that  the 
strongest  probability  is  derived  from  it  as  to  the  meaning 
here.  We  believe  this  argument  alone  will  prove  convincing 
to  most  persons,  that  the  reference  in  Titus,  as  in  first  Timo- 
thy, is,  without  any  limitations  or  exceptions,  to  all  m^en.  This 
passage  in  the  Epistle  to  Timothy  is  one  of  much  importance, 
and  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  it  again,  at  which  time 
we  may  show,  even  more  clearly,  that  it  cannot  be  limited  in 
any  way.  But  enough  has  been  said  already  for  our  present 
purpose. 

We  must,  however,  notice  another  suggestion  which  is  made 
by  way  of  escaping  the  force  of  this  universal  word  "  all,"  in 
Titus  ii.  11, — namely,  that  it  refers  only  to  all  believers.  '"  The 
grace  of  God  that  bringeth  salvation  to  all  men  hath  appeared, 
teaching  us  that  we  should  live  soberly,  Ac,  looking  for  the 
glorious  appearing ; " — in  this  language,  it  is  said,  since  the 
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gracious  and  the  glorious  appearings  are  set  over  against  each 
other,  the  universality  of  the  former  must  be  measured  by  that 
of  the  latter,  as  to  which  there  can  be  no  question  that  it  is 
limited  to  all  believers.  In  respect  to  this  suggestion  we  have 
two  remarks  to  offer.  The  first  is,  that,  even  admitting  what 
is  claimed — that  the  universality  of  the  gracious  appearing 
must  be  measured  by  that  of  the  glorious  appearing, — we  are 
not  obliged  to  measure  the  limits  of  ncurev  dp0pamoe(:  in  the 
same  way.  The  statement  of  the  Apostle  is,  that  the  grace  of 
God,  which  is  saving  for  all  men,  hath  appeared,  teaching  us, 
&c.  In  the  language  of  this  statement  we  have  two  points 
brought  out ;  one  of  which  is  the  main  thought  of  the  declara- 
tion— namely,  that  the  grace  of  God  has  appeared, — and  the 
other  is  a  subordinate  thought,  and  is  introduced  as^a  descrip- 
tive epithet  characterizing  the  grace, — namely,  the  grace  which 
is  saving  for  all  men.  '/T  jfrf/o^c  ^  acDTi^pco^  itaatv  d.\fOpdmot(:  is 
the  Greek  expression,  and  the  exact  construction  of  jj  aamjpeo^ 
will  be  understood  by  all  who  understand  tlie  Greek  language. 
Now,  if  we  are  obliged  by  reason  of  anything  in  the  context  to 
limit  the  main  statement  that  the  grace  of  God  has  appeared, 
so  as  to  understand  the  Apostle  to  mean,  m  this  particular 
pface^  that  it  has  appeared  to  believers,  we  are  surely  not  com- 
pelled for  this  reason  to  limit  the  mere  evhordinate^  general^ 
descriptive  epithet  in  the  same  way.  Supposing  the  govern- 
ment of  our  country  were  to  provide  and  offer  a  universal  par- 
don to  all  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion,  would  it  not  be  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  use  of  language  for  any  portion  of  them  to 
say,  "  The  mercy  of  the  government,  that  brings  pardon  to  all 
rebels,  has  appeared  to  us,  teaching  us  to  live  as  loyal  subjects 
hereafter?"  Or,  if  such  language  were  used,  and  we  were 
asked  to  interpret  it,  should  we  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  par- 
don was  limited  in  its  extent  to  those  only  who  used  the  lan- 
guage,— that  the  "  all "  meant  them  alone  ?  Surely  not.  And 
it  is  no  more  necessary  to  interpret  the  Apostle's  language  in 
a  similar  manner.  But  this  will  be  even  more  clearly  mani- 
fest, if  possible,  when  we  remark,  in  the  second  place^  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  admitting  that  the  universality  of  the 
gracious  is  to  be  measured,  in  this  passage,  by  that  of  glorious 
appearing.     What  was  the  gracious  appearing?     Evidently  it 
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was  the  appearance  of  Jesns  Christ  as  the  bearer  of  the  grace 
of  God ;  at  least,  this  must  be  the  meaning,  if  there  is  any  cor- 
respondence at  all  with  the  glorious  ai)pearance,  as  these  wri- 
ters maintain  that  there  is,  for  that  appearance  is  declared  to 
be  the  appearance  of  Jesus.  But  the  appearance  of  Jesus  as 
the  bearer  of  the  grace  of  God  was  not  limited  to  those  who 
were  his  followers.  He  proclaimed  salvation,  and  oflTered  it  to 
all  men — he  made  a  sacrifice  which  was  sufficient  for  all  men 
— his  gift  of  himself  was,  to  use  the  language  even  of  writers  of 
the  Princeton  class,  "adisplay  of  good  will  towards  men — to- 
wards the  human  race,"  and  his  '*  gospel  has  a  gracious  aspect  to- 
wards mankind  as  such."  But,  if  this  is  so,  the  appearance  of 
the  only-begotten  Son,  whom  God  gave  for  all,  was  cm  appea/r- 
anc€  to  alL  when  he  came  in  the  gracious  way,  whatever  it 
may  be,  hereafter,  when  he  shall  come  in  the  glorious  way. 
Tlie  Apostle,  then,  in  the  passage  before  us,  Tnmf  evidently  be 
speaking  of  the  two  things  as  differing  from  each  other  in  this 
point  of  universality,  and  the  proof  must  be  presented  that  he 
does  not  thus  speak  in  case  our  belief  that  he  does  not  is  de- 
manded. But  where  is  this  proof  to  be  found  ?  Certainly  not 
in  the  mere  juxta-position  of  the  words  relating  to  the  two 
things  within  the  limits  of  the  same  paragraph.  It  must  be 
found,  if  found  at  all,  in  the  other  words  of  the  passage,  which 
are  connected  with  these  two  and  lie  between  them ; — and 
here,  indeed,  these  writers  seem  to  discover  it.  It  is  the  fact, 
that  believers  occupy  the  intermediate  place  in  these  verses 
between  the  two  ai)pearings,  that  shows  the  two  appearings  to 
be  commensurate  as  to  extent.  So  Dr.  Candlish  informs  us. 
But  what  does  Paul  say  ?  He  does  not  say  that  the  gracious 
appearing  was  made  to  those  only  who  believed,  and  who 
would  finally  rejoice  in  the  glorious  appearing.  He  does  not, 
in  this  way,  put  believers  in  the  intermediate  place  between 
the  two  appearings.  But  what  he  does  say  is  this ;  The  grace 
of  God,  that  grace  which  has  salvation  for  all  men,  has  ap- 
peared— not  has  appeared  to  believers,  but  has  appeared — 
teaching  us  who  believe  to  live  a  godly  life.  The  intermediate 
place — it  so  it  is  to  be  called — which  believers  hold  is  not  be- 
tween the  gracious  appearance  and  the  glorious  appearance, 
but  between  the  teaching  of  the  gracious  appearance  and  the 
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aMainmenty  if  we  may  so  speak,  of  the  glorious  one.  In  other 
words,  the  Apostle  says,  that  the  ^ace  of  God,  which  has  pro- 
vided a  salvation  for  all  men,  has  appeared,  and  that  its  infln* 
ence,  so  far  as  wo  Christians  are  concerned,  is  in  the  way  of 
teaching  us  to  lead  a  godly  life.  The  statement,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  point  now  in  hand,  is  clearly  presented  in  the  Eng- 
lish version,  (though  the  construction  of  the  sentence,  as  there 
given,  is  incorrect), — "The  grace  of  God,  that  bringeth  salva- 
tion, hath  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching  us  that  we  should  live 
soberly,  righteously,  and  godly."  The  very  language,  which 
is  employed,  seems  to  show  that  Paul  not  only  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  which  we  speak  in  mind,  but  that  he  wished  to 
make  it  perfectly  clear  to  his  readers,  so  that  they  could  not 
mistake  his  meaning; — for,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  he  avoids 
saying  Jiath  appeared  to  believers^  he  is  careful,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  use  two  distinct  phrases  in  the  diflferent  parts  of  the 
passage,  namely,  "  t^^,"  where  he  refers  to  those  who  are  look- 
ing for  the  glorioles  appearing,  but  "  all  Tnen  "  when  he  speaks 
of  the  gracious  one.  The  proof,  then,  which  is  said  tb  be  dis- 
covered in  the  intermediate  words  between  the  allusions  to  the 
two  appearings,  is  not  there  at  all,  and  the  argument  of  the 
Princeton  writers  falls  to  the  ground. 

We  have  shown,  in  regard  to  this  passage  in  the  Epistle  to 
Titus,  that  it  does  not  declare  the  two  appearings  to  be  equally 
limited  in  the  matter  of  their  universality,  and  does  not  neces- 
sarily view  them,  even  for  the  moment^  and  with  relation  to 
the  exhortations  to  helievers  which  the  Apostle  had  in  mind, 
as  thus  equally  limited,  but  rather  the  opposite.  We  have, 
also,  shown  that,  even  if  the  Apostle  does  view  them  in  this 
way,  for  any  purpose  and  for  the  moment,  it  does  not  at  all 
f«>llow  that  he  limits  the  phrase  "^  X^P^^  ^  awvjpeo^  natrev 
dudpdmoe(:  in  the  same  way.  The  phrase  "  all  men  "  in  this 
pafesage,  therefore,  does  not  refer  to  "all  believers;" — and  if, 
as  was  previously  shown  from  the  usage  of  Paul  elsewhere,  it 
does  not  refer  ,to  aU  classes  of  men,  the  argument  is  complete. 
The  phrase  refers  t<»  aU  tnankind,  and  takes  its  place  beside 
the  passage  in  the  first  Epistle  to  Timoth}^  which  has  been 
already  examined,  as  showing  that  the  atonement  was  not 
limited  but  universal. 
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The  passage  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  to  which  refer- 
ence was  made,  is  in  the  second  chapter  and  ninth  verse.  In 
this  verse  Christ  is  spoken  of  as  "  tasting  death  for  every  man," 
or,  as  the  Greek  has  it,  Imkp  TravrS^.  The  Princeton  theolo- 
gians suggest  two  methods  of  escaping  the  force  of  the  uni- 
versal expression  here.  They  point  ws,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
fact  that  the  word  for  man  is  not  found  in  the  original  tjBXt, 
and  then  say  that  the  absolutely  universal  phrase/or  every  one 
must  be  regarded  by  all  persons  as  necessarily  limited  to  some 
degree.  It  does  not  mean,  for  example,  every  sensitive  crea- 
ture, nor  every  rational  creature,  nor  every  fallen  rational 
creature.  We  are  obliged  to  ask,  therefore,  what  it  does 
mean,  and  we  are  obliged,  they  say,  to  answer,  It  means  that 
Christ  tasted  death  /or  every  one  of  the  oljecta  of  redemj>tion. 
But  who  are  the  objects  of  redemption  %  This  verse  does  not 
tell  us,  they  say,  and  we  are  compelled  to  determine  this  point 
by  examining  the  Scriptures  elsewhere.  This  verse,  therefore, 
decides  nothing  in  itselfl  But  when  we  have  discovered,  in 
other  passages,  that  the  objects  of  redemption  are  the  elect 
alone,  the  expression  here  used  naturally  and  readily  limits 
itself  to  them,  and  the  meaning  ascertained  in  this  way  is,  that 
Christ  tasted  death  for  every  one  of  the  elect.  Now  the  force 
of  this  argument  depends  on  this  point — whether  Imkp  Tzai/rd^ 
means  **  for  every  one  of  the  objects  of  redemption,"  without 
deciding  who  the  objtcts  of  redemption  are  f  A  writer  in  the 
Princeton  Review  says  there  can  be  no  dispute  on  this  point, 
but  to  our  minds  this  is  the  v&ty  point  which  is  in  dispute. 
We  deny  that  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  verse.  It  might, 
possibly,  be  allowable  to  translate  the  phrase  by  the  words  '*  for 
every  one  of  the  objects  of  redemption,"  though  such  a  traus- 
lation  would  not  be  a  natural  or  felicitous  one.  But  even  if  it 
were  translated  thus,  it  would  be  a  thing  wholly  unwarranted 
to  say  that  it  does  not  determine  who  the  objects  of  redemp- 
tion are.  There  are  numberless  ihstances  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment where  the  word  aU  occurs  in  the  Greek  without  any  sub- 
stantive. But  are  we  obliged  in  every  such  case  to  go  on  a 
search  through  all  the  Gospels  and  Epistles  to  ascertain  what 
the  adjective  ''  all "  belongs  to?  Biblical  interpretation  would 
be  a  tedious  matter,  if  this  were  essential.     The  method  is  a 
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much  simpler  one  than  this  in  most  cases.  It  is  to  examine 
the  context  or  the  demands  of  the  sentence  itself,  and  see  if  the 
author  does  not  indicate  clearly  the  word  to  be  supplied. 
Where  he  does  so,  nobody,  who  is  unprejudiced,  doubts  what 
his  meaning  is  any  more  than  if  the  word  had  been  expressed. 
The  same  method  is  to  be  adopted  here.  The  context  which 
precedes  and  introduces  this  verse  has  nothing  to  say  except  of 
angels  and  men.  The  following  context  refers  prominently  to 
tlie  same.  In  regard  to  angels,  it  is  stated,  in  express  terms^ 
that  Christ  did  not  undertake  anything  in  the  way  of  salva- 
tion for  them,  and  it  is  for  this  simple  and  plain  reason  that 
we  exclude  them  from  the  "  all."  The  other  class,  then,  are 
the  class  to  which  the  author  refers — namely,  aU  men.  It  was 
into  human  nature  that  Christ  entered.  It  was  the  seed  of 
Abraham  whom  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  help.  It  was  for 
the  sins  of  the  people,  that  he  made  reconciliation.  It  was  for 
those  who  all  their  lifetime  were  subject  to  bondage,  that  he 
became  partaker  of  flesh  and  blood,  in  order  that  he  might 
deliver  them  from  the  fear  of  death.  These  universal  ex- 
pressions, in  the  different  parts  of  this  chapter,  in  regard  to 
mankind,  or  to  the  Jewish  race,  as  distinguished  from  angels, 
show  what  the  writer's  thought  was.  And  the  great  idea  of 
the  whole  passage  is,  that  the  world  to  come — the  Messianic 
age — is  put  in  subjection  to  man,  or  to  one  who  has  ujan^s 
nature,  and  not  to  angels.  If  the  author  of  the  Epistle  does 
not  clearly  set  forth  what  his  meaning  is,  when,  in  the  midst  of 
all  this  discourse  about  man^  he  speaks  of  tasting  death  for 
every  one,  we  do  not  see  how  he  could  clearly  set  it  forth. 
And  to  come  forward  and  tell  us  that  all  that  we  know  about 
this  passage  is,  that  the  phrase  ''every  one"  must  be  limited 
so  as  to  exclude  some  sensitive  creatures,  some  rational  crea- 
tures, and  some  fallen  rational  creatures — brutes,  angek,  and 
devils — and,  therefore,  it  7nay  be  limited  to  any  extent,  but 
how  far  can  only  be  determined  by  searching  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  the  New  Testament,  is  to  contradict  the 
simple  rules  on  which  we  proceed  in  all  interpretation.  The 
writer  to  the  Hebrews  doubtless  knew  what  ho  meant ;  and  he 
expected  his  readers  to  know  what  he  meant,  without  reading 
any  other  book  but  his  own,  or  any  other  passage  but  this. 
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His  readers  were  not  speculative  theologians  but  plain   men 
who  understood  language  in  its  natural  sense. 

The  Scotch  author,  to  whom  we  have  already  referred, 
appears  to  have  some  perception  of  the  relation  to  mankind 
in  this  whole  passage.  He  is  not  able  to  shut  his  eyes  alto 
gether  to  this  fact,  as  his  Princeton  brethren  seem  to  do.  But 
he  says  it  is  mankind  in  their  nature  that  the  sacred  writer  is 
speaking  of,  and  not  the  number  of  them — whether  a  part  or 
the  whole.  In  this  particular  verse,  however, — we  answer, — 
he  is  using  a  word  which  has  to  do  with  the  number  only,  and 
not  the  rature.  He  says  aU^  and  if,  as  this  writer  admits,  it  is 
mankind  of  whom  he  is  discoursing,  then  it  is  aU  mankind 
that  he  means.  With  those  who  see  the  light  even  as  clearly 
as  Dr.  Candlish  does,  there  ought  to  be  no  need  of  farther  dis- 
cussion.    He  has  substantially  admitted  the  vital  point. 

The  other  method  of  escaping  the  universality  of  this  verse 
is  this.  It  is  said  that  the  train  of  reasoning  in  the  passage  in 
which  it  is  found  has  no  reference  to  the  question  of  the  ex- 
tent of  Chdat^s  worJc^  but  to  another  matter  altogether — 
namely,  his  humiliation  and  exaltation.  We  do  not  propose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  precise  object  which  the  author 
has  in  view  in  this  chapter,  or  the  precise  course  of  thought 
which  he  follows  out.  Such  an  examination  would  carry  us 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  present  space.  But,  admitting  what 
is  claimed,  we  are  not  obliged  to  conclude  that  the  phrase  in 
question  has  no  reference  to  the  extent  of  Christ's  work.  As 
we  have  just  seen,  there  is  here  a  distinct  allusion  to  number^ 
and  it  must  be  explained.  How  are  we  to  explain  it?  Dr. 
Candlish  gives  the  reasoning  as  follows.  Christ  is  crowned 
with  glory  aiid  honor  on  account  of  the  siiflfering  of  death.  In 
order  to  this  suffering  of  death  he  must  "  be  made"  in  a  low 
estate.  In  point  of  fact  he  '*  is  made  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels."  But  why  lower  than  the  angels  ?  Because,  for  tho 
carrying  out  of  the  purposes  of  the  grace  of  God,  he  is  "  to 
taste  death  for  every  man."  This  is  well  enough,  so  far  as  it 
goes — at  least,  we  will  not  here  raise  any  objection  to  it.  But 
the  difficulty  is  not  removed  by  this  statement.  The  reason 
why  he  was  made  lower  than  the  angels  may  be  because  he 
was  to  taste  death  for  beings  who  have  a  nature  lower  than 
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the  angelic ;  and  if  the  author  had  said  this,  any  limitation  of 
Christ's  work  might  have  been  consistent  with  his  language. 
He  adds,  however,  beyond  this,  a  very  significant  and  impo^^ 
ant  word,  "every  one."  What  is  the  force  of  this  word? 
Does  it  not  present  a  significant  and  important  (additional  idea 
— namely,  that  he  was  to  die  not  for  a  portion  merdy^  hwifor 
the  whole  of  that  race  of  beings  next  lower  than  the  angels 
whose  nature  he  assumed  ?  Trace  out  the  general  course  of 
the  reasoning  as  we  will,  there  is  that  little  word  which  claims 
to  be  heard.  If  the  reasoning  goes  one  side  of  it,  it  is  still 
there,  and  speaks  with  the  same  clear  voice. 

But  Dr.  Candlish  thinks  he  can  make  even  this  word,  if 
necessary,  speak  in  his  favor,  and  can  make  it  follow  in  the 
h*ne  of  the  reasoning  as  he  gives  it.  He  calls  our  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  in  the  singular  number.  It  thus  means  not  aU^ 
but  every  one.  Now  if  the  work  of  Christ,  he  says,  had  been 
merely  a  method  of  vindicating  the  divine  justice  and  opening 
a  door  of  pardon  to  all, — having  reference,  thus,  merely  to 
mankind  collectively  and  in  the  mass, — it  does  not  appear  how 
it  might  not  have  been  accomplished  by  him  without  his  be- 
coming lower  than  the  angels.  But  if  the  work  was  to  be  one 
of  substitution  and  identification,jn  which  he  was  to  take  the 
place  of  each,  and  meet  all  the  obligations  and  liabilities  of 
each,  the  necessity  of  his  manhood  appears.  He  must  take  upon 
himself  the  very  nature  of  the  individuals  whom,  one  by  one,  or 
each  one  of  whom,  he  is  personally  to  represent.  But,  we 
reply,  the  declaration  of  the  sacred  writer,  after  all  this  attempt, 
remains.  It  is  that  Christ  entered  into  the  nature  of  mankind 
that  he  might  die  for  efoery  one.  This  numeral,  in  the  singular 
number,  may  refer  to  individuals^  but  it  refers  not  to  some 
individuals,  but  to  evef*y  individual — not  to  every  individual 
of  a  particular  and  li/mited  number,  hnt  to  every  individual 
having  the  nature  which  he  assufned — not  to  individuals  one  by 
one  simply,  but  to  individuals  every  one.  If  this,  however,  is 
the  meaning — and  it  is  surely  all  that  can  be  made  out  of  the 
the  singular  TraprS^,  for  naprS^  does  not,  of  itself,  mean,  simply, 
individuals  one  by  one — then  this  word  accords  neither  with 
the  idea  of  limitation  nor  with  that  of  substitution  which  the 
Princeton  writers  hold.     But  it  can  only  be  explained  consist- 
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ently  with  the  opposite  view,  which  regards  Christ  as  dying 
for  the  vindication  of  the  divine  justice,  and  in  order  to  open 
a  door  of  pardon  to  every  individual  of  ike  race.  And  this  is 
just  what  the  author,  who  is  writing  to  the  Hebrews,  says,  and, 
if  he  is  a  diflferent  person  from  the  Apostle  who  wrote  to  Titus 
and  Timothy,  he  is  another  witness  uniting  himself  with  that 
Apostle  in  the  declaration  of  this  great  doctrine. 

We  now  turn  to  those  passages  which  declare  that  Christ 
diedybr  the  whole  world.  The  first  to  which  we  direct  our 
attention  is  in  the  first  Epistle  of  John — the  fourteenth  verse 
of  the  fourth  chapter.  It  reads  as  follows :  "  And  we  have  seen 
and  do  testify,  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour 
of  the  world.'*  The  words  with  which  this  verse  commences 
are  manifestly  connected  with  the  similar  solemn  announce- 
ment at  the  beginning  of  the  Epistle,  where  the  Apostle  sets 
forth  his  design  in  writing  it — namely,  to  proclaim  the  truth 
of  Christ  which  he  had  been  taught  by  the  Divine  Master 
himself.  The  verse,  therefore,  contains  a  declaration  of  the 
great  fact  of  the  gospel,  and  is  of  the  highest  importance 
as  showing  what  the  disciple,  who  entered  into  the  most 
intimate  commu'^ion  and  fijllowship  with  Jesus  thought  in  re- 
spect to  this  subject.  What  do  the  Princeton  writers  say  of 
it  ?  They  tell  us,  in  the  first  place,  that,  as  the  word  worlds 
like  the  word  aU^  has  different  uses  in  the  Scriptures,  it  has  a 
peculiar  and  limited  meaning  in  this  passage.  It  is  said  that 
Jesus  came  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  not  in  the  sense 
that  he  was  to  die  for  all  men  in  the  world,  but  for  a  certain 
number  of  persons  scattered  among  all  nations  and  generations 
throughout  the  world.  Thesfe  persons  are  undistinguishable  by 
any  one  but  God  from  the  mass  of  fallen  humanity,  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  called  by  the  name  which  is  elsewhere  applied 
to  the  whole  mass  of  fallen  humanity.  This  seems  to  be  the 
view  of  the  author  of  the  latest  work  on  the  Atonement  which 
has  been  published  by  that  school.  '*The  world"  means  not  aU 
men,  but  some  men  in  all  places  and  in  all  tim£s.  "  We  have 
seen  and  do  testify,"  the  Apostle  says,  according  to  this  ex- 
planation, **  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
some  men  in  all  places." 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  Limited  Atonemmt.  379 

In  regard  to  tins  explanation  of  the  verse,  two  or  three 
thoughts  suggest  themselves.  One  of  them  is  that,  if  such  was 
the  idea  in  the  Apostle's  mind,  it  is  remarkable  that  he  used 
a  word  which  was  so  likely  to  deceive  his  readers.  This  is  a 
word,  too,  which  he  employs  several  times  in  substantially 
similar  phrases,  and  the  danger  of  being  misunderstood  was 
increased,  of  course,  by  every  new  case  in  which  it  was  intro- 
duced. It  is,  also,  a  word,  the  misunderstanding  of  which 
might  lead  to  a  very  fundamental  misunderstanding  of  the 
gospel  plan.  It  might,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  serious  mo- 
ment to  great  numbers  of  those  to  whom  his  book  should  pre- 
sent itself.  How  could  he  have  failed  to  feel  the  importance 
of  the  utmost  clearness  in  such  a  solemn  declaration  ?  How 
could  he  have  failed  to  use  some  expression  which  would  set 
forth  the  true  idea,  instead  of  adopting  a  word  which,  on  its 
face^  undoubtedly  meant  the  opposite?  When,  in  this  same 
epistle,  the  author  says  that  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wicked- 
ness, who  can  suppose  ihat  he  means  simply  that  "  some  men 
in  all  places  and  in  all  generations "  are  in  this  condition  % 
How,  then,  can  we,  with  any  more  propriety,  maintain  that, 
in  such  statements  as  those  of  the  verse  now  under  considera- 
tion, or  that  of  the  second  chapter  of  the  epistle,  where  it  is 
said  that  Jesus  is  the  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,  there  is  no  more  extended  idea  than  that  of  some  men 
scattered  widely  throughout  the  world  ?  And  if  an  ordinary 
reader  would  not  feel  justified  in  interpreting  the  word  world 
in  either  case  in  this  limited  way,  it  is, — as  we  think  every 
candid  mind  which  has  no  special  theological  doctrine  to  con- 
tend for  will  admit, — altogether  improbable  that  the  author 
would  have  used  the  word  in  such  a  sense.  Our  next  remark 
is,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  could  with  propriety  have 
so  used  it,  even  if  he  had  desired  to  do  so.  The  usage  of  the 
word  is  against  it.  The  word  "  world  "  is  employed  by  the 
New  Testament  writers  "  with  different  degrees  of  latitude,"  no 
doubt,  but  only  with  a  certain  number  of  different  degrees. 
It  does  not  mean  anything  whatsoever,  which  any  interpreter 
chooses  to  put  into  it.  It  has  definjte  significations  and  appli- 
cations, like  any  and  every  other  word.  It  sometimes  means 
mankind,  and  sometimes  the  unconverted  world,  and  some- 
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times  the  physical  world,  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  something 
else.  But  nowhere,  in  any  passage  of  any  of  the  writings 
either  of  the  Evangelists  or  the  Apostles,  does  it  have  the 
meaning  here  suggested.  It  does  not  mean  '^  some  men  in  all 
places  and  times."  We  can  determine  nothing  in  such  cases 
except  by  following  the  legitimate  significations  and  estab- 
lished usage  of  the  word  :  and,  if  a  writer  deviates  from  these 
without  explaining  his  peculiar  way  of  using  it,  he  does  what 
he  has  no  right  to  do  and  conveys  to  his  readers  a  false  idea. 
The  interpreter,  therefore,  violates  the  rules  imposed  upon 
him  when  he  throws  such  an  unknown  meaning  into  an  au- 
thor's words,  and  makes  him  say  precisely  the  opposite  of 
what,  according  to  universal  usage,  his  language  means.  When 
the  Princeton  writers  show  us  that  the  Greek  word  x6<t/jlo^ 
means  ^^some  men  in  all  places,"  in  those  passages  in  the 
New  Testament  which  are  outside  of  the  present  controversy, 
they  may  have  some  ground  to  argue  for  this  meaning  here. 
But  until  this  is  made  evident,  we  believe  that  everybody  outside 
of  their  own  company  will  regard  this  as,  at  the  best,  but  one 
of  the  curiosities  of  interpretation.  It  is,  in  fact,  something 
worse  than  this ;  for,  if  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  word, 
the  interpretation  which  is  forced  into  it  is  a  contradiction  of 
the  Apostolic  statement  of  this  great  truth. 

The  Princeton  writers  tell  us,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  word 
"  world"  here  may  be  taken  as  meaning  not  M  men,  but  Gentiles 
as  well  as  Jews.  The  declaration  of  the  Apostle,  that  the 
Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  is  a  de- 
claration opposed  to  the  idea  that  he  came  as  the  Saviour  of 
the  Jews  only — but  not  opposed  to  the  idea  that  he  came  as  the 
Saviour  of  a  portion  only  of  the  race.  It  is,  indeed,  unquestion- 
ably the  fact  that  Paul  proclaimed  in  many  places  salvation 
for  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  and  that  he  opposed  the  views  of 
the  Judaizing  party  in  these  matters.  And  the  other  apos- 
tles may,  at  times,  have  done  the  same  thing.  But,  even  in 
Paul's  writings,  the  word  xdcfio^  is  not  used  in  this  sense. 
He  does  not  contend  against  the  exclusiveness  of  his  adversa- 
ries by  speaking  of  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  ^'  the  world,"  but 
by  showing  that  the  Gentile  nations,  as  well  as  themselves,  are 
included  in  God's  plan  and  in  God's  invitation.    K,  however. 
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this  great  advocate  of  the  Gentiles  does  not  use  the  word  in 
this  way,  it  is  altogether  probable  that  others,  who  were  not 
so  much  engrossed  with  the  subject,  did  nut  so  use  it.  The 
word  xdafio^  does  not  in  itself  mean  the  world  as  distin- 
guished from  the  mere  Jewish  portion  of  it,  but  the  world  as 
distinguished  from  any  portion  of  it.  If,  then,  it  is  demanded 
that  we  interpret  it  in  the  former  sense,  in  any  passage, — and 
especially  in  any  passage  in  the  writings  of  authors  who  are 
not  preeminently  writing  against  Judaizers  or  on  the  subject 
of  the  salvation  of  the  Gentiles, — the  evidence  must  be  given 
which  forces  us  to  this  interpretation.  Unless  such  evidence 
can  be  presented,  the  view  cannot  be  held.  The  presumption 
is  against  it.  The  burden  of  proof  rests  upon  those  who  are 
its  advocates.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  first  Epistle 
of  John  was  written  in  opposition  to  the  Judaistic  party.  On 
the  other  hand  it  was,  according  to  the  opinion  of  most  schol- 
ars, composed  in  Asia  Minor,  some  time  after  Paul's  death, 
and  was  designeti  for  churches  made  up,  in  the  main,  of  Gen- 
tile convert*.  It  is  as  diflferent  from  the  Pauline  Epistles  in 
this  respect,  as  it  is  in  its  style  or  in  any  other  particular.  We 
should  not  know,  from  the  reading  of  this  Epistle,  that  any 
such  controversy  as  that  which  displays  itself  so  clearly  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians  had  ever  existed.  The  Apostle  John 
wrote  for  mankind,  if  any  writer  in  the  New  Testament  did 
so.  His  Epistle  knows  no  parties  nor  divisions.  And  when 
he  uses  the  word  world,  he  means,  if  any  writer  ever  did, 
mankind — the  wfu^le  world  as  opposed  to  any  part  of  it — aU 
men  everywhere.  But,  again,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  any 
such  peculiar  use  of  the  word  xda/i/OQ  in  the  Epistle  in  general, 
so  there  is  none  in  this  passage,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  quite 
the  opposite.  The  Apostle  is  speaking,  in  the  whole  of  this 
fourth  chapter,  of  a  subject  as  far  removed  from  anything  con- 
nected with  Jewish  exclusiveness  as  could  be  imagined.  More- 
over, in  the  verse  following  the  one  under  discussion, — and  on 
the  foundation  of  this  statement  that  Christ  came  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world, — he  declares  that  ''  whosoever  "  shall 
confess  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  has  the  divine  life  in  his 
soul.  Now  *'  whosoever  "  is  as  universal  a  word  as  there  is  in 
any  language,  and   when   it  follows  the  word   '*  world,"  it 
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strengthens  the  evidence  that  that  word  is  to  be  taken  in  its 
most  unlimited  sense.  And,  once  more,  the  word  x6a/jto^  is 
nsed  some  seven  times  in  this  chapter,  and  in  no  one  of  these 
instances  does  it  have  any  such  signification  as  is  claimed  for  it 
in  this  verse.  It  means  the  world  as  the  abode  of  man  or  the 
world  of  mankind,  in  some  of  the  passages,  and  the  uncon- 
verted world  in  others,  but  nothing  else.  Tliese,  also,  are  the 
usual  meanings  of  the  word  elsewhere.  If  now  the  author,  in 
this  fourteenth  verse,  introduces  this  word  after  using  it  seve- 
ral times  in  the  immediate  context,  and  with  no  indication  of 
any  peculiar  meaning,  it  would  seem  that  he  must  use  it  in  a 
sense  allied  to  sonie  one  of  the  senses  in  which  it  has  already 
been  employed.  But  if  we  accept  this  view,  we  must  understand 
him  here  as  meaning  that  the  Son  was  sent  as  the  Saviour  either 
of  the  world  of  mankind  or  of  the  unconverted  world  / — and, 
in  either  case,  the  Princeton  doctrine  of  limited  atonement  is 
contradicted  in  this  passage.  The  Apostle  John  takes  his 
place  by  the  side  of  Paul  and  the  author  of  tfie  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  in  opposing  all  those  who  would  proclaim  or  defend 
any  such  doctrine. 

The  same  remarks  are,  in  great  measure,  applicable  to  the 
passage  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John  at  the 
twenty-ninth  verse.  John  the  Baptist  is  there  spoken  of  as 
pointing  those  who  were  with  him  to  Jesus  as  he  drew  near, 
and  saying,  ''  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world."  The  representation  of  the  author  is,  appa- 
rently, this : — that,  as  the  Baptist  was  discoursing  with  his  dis- 
ciples and  others,  or  was  engaged  in  the  work  of  baptizing, 
Jesus  was  seen  to  be  approaching.  The  Baptist  immediately 
turned  from  what  he  was  doing  and,  pointing  the  bystanders 
to  Jesus,  said.  There  is  the  Lamb  of  God  who  takes  away  the 
sin  of  the  world.  He  added  nothing  farther  on  this  subject  of 
his  relation  to  sin,  but  merely  stated  the  evidence  on  which  he 
recognized  him  as  the  one  who  was  to  baptize  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  There  was  no  discussion  as  to  the  salvation  of  the 
Gentiles  or  as  to  the  exclusiveness  of  the  Jews.  There  was 
only  this  one  statement,  directing  their  attention  to  the  person 
who  had  just  come  within  their  field  of  vision,  and  describing 
his  work  as  a  work  for  the  world.     What  indication   is  there 
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that  the  thought  of  the  Baptist  was  of  a  salvation  for  Gentiles 
as  well  as  Jews,  and  this  only?  Is  not  the  evidence,  rather, 
that  he  did  not  mean  this?  Here  is  a  single,  abrnpt  remark, 
arresting  the  progress  of  what  had  been  said  or  done  just  be- 
fore and  calling  attention  to  a  person  who  now  first  appears 
on  the  scene.  See,  says  the  speaker,  here  is  the  one  who  takes 
away  the  sin  of  the  world.  Is  not  the  natural  inference  from 
the  language  this — namely,  that  the  word  "world"  is  em- 
ployed in  its  ordinary,  universal  sense,  including  all  mankind, 
and  not  in  the  sense  of  Gentiles  and  Jews  indiscriminately  ? 
And  is  not  this  inference  strengthened  by  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  the  remark  in  respect  to  its  abruptness  and  its  isola- 
tion? 

But  supposing  we  admit  that,  in  this  verse,  the  word 
*'  world  "  is  to  be  taken  as  meaning  "  Gentiles  and  Jews  to- 
gether'' as  opposed  to  Jews  alone,  what  evidence  is  there 
either  that  the  speaker  meant,  or  that  the  hearers  understood 
him  to  mean,  anything  less  than  all  Gentiles  and  all  Jews  to- 
gether. If  a  man — who  had  been  accustomed  to  believe  that 
the  only  way  to  be  saved  was  to  become  a  member  of  his  own 
nation,  and  that  if  any  one  became  so  lie  would  be  saved  be- 
cause all  his  nation  were  surely  to  attain  this  blessing — were 
suddenly  to  be  told  that  salvation  was  provided  not  for  his  na- 
tion only  but  for  the  world,  would  he  believe  that  the  new 
system  was  for  a  part  of  the  world  or  for  the  whole  world  f 
Would  he  not,  inevitably,  say,  I  have  been  mistaken  in  my 
exclusiveness  heretofore,  and  now  I  know  that  there  are  no 
limitations  whatever,  but  ail  mankind  are  included  in  this 
glorious  plan  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  he 
would  immediately  establish  new  barriers,  and  say.  My  old 
notions  have,  indeed,  been  overthrown,  and  the  provision  is  not 
limited  to  my  own  nation,  but  yet  the  word  which  I  have  heard 
is  "  susceptible  of  various  significations,"  and  "  the  world  " 
means,  therefore,  only  a  certain  elect  circle.  I  was  not  so  far 
mistaken  after  all.  The  ones  for  whom  the  plan  of  salvation 
was  designed  are  still  the  class  to  which  I  belong  and  this  class 
only — not,  indeed,  Jew8  alone^  but  yet  only  some  Jews  and 
%o7Yie  Gentiles.  Such  a  man  might  be  slow  to  abandon  his  old 
national  exclusiveness,  and  years  might  pass  before  he  had 
VOL.  xxvni.  25 
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done  80  altogether.  But  the  almost  necessary  impulse  of  his 
nature,  as  soon  as  he  had  become  complete! j  free  from  it,  would 
be  to  take  the  doctrine  in  its  widest  sense.  There  is  not,  then, 
a  shadow  of  proof  or  of  probability  to  be  derived  from  the 
story  of  this  scene  in  itself,  to  show  that  John  the  Baptist  or 
his  hearers  thought  of  anything  else  in  this  word  xbofio^ 
than  all  the  two  portions  of  the  world  together ^ — that  is,  all 
Jews  and  Gentiles — if,  indeed,  they  had  this  idea  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles  before  their  minds  at  all. 

But,  again,  how  are  we  to  determine  with  certainty  what 
the  understanding  of  these  words  is  ?  Evidently,  by  following 
down  the  history  and  ascertaining  what  the  hearers,  who  were 
at  that  time  listening  to  John  the  Baptist,  learned  afterward 
to  be  the  truth  in  regard  tc»  this  matter.  John  the  Baptist 
either  knew  what  the  divine  design  was,  or  he  did  nor.  If  he 
did  not,  his  statements  are  of  no  moment.  But  if  he  did — and 
it  is  on  this  admission  that  we  proceed  in  a  discussion  with  the 
gentlemen  at  Princeton — he  understood  it  to  be  what  John 
the  Apostle  understot^d  it  to  be.  We  have,  however,  already 
found  John  the  Apostle  proclaiming  the  truth  in  nearly  the 
same  language  as  we  find  in  this  declaration  of  the  Baptist, 
and,  when  he  speaks  of  the  worlds  we  have  seen  that  he  refers 
to  all  mamJcind.  John  the  Baptist,  therefore,  spoke  with  the 
same  universality  and  referred  to  the  same  "  world." 

We  have  shown,  then,  in  regard  to  this  passage,  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  reference  in  it  to  Jews  and  (lentiles  as  op- 
posed to  Jews  only,  and  that,  if  such  a  reference  be  admitted, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  meaning  is  aU  Gen- 
tiles and  all  Jews,  and  not  a  limited  number  of  each  body. 
We  have,  also,  set  forth  the  simplest  and  clearest  way  of  de- 
ciding the  question  as  to  the  use  of  xoafxot:  in  this  verse,  in  case 
any  such  question  is  raised — namely,  by  ascertaining  what 
the  disciples,  who  were  at  that  time  pointed  to  Jesus,  learned 
afterward  from  Jesus  himself; — and  this  is  told  us  in  the  formal 
and  solemn  declaration  of  the  great  truth  of  the  gospel,  which  is 
found  in  the  first  Epistle  of  John.  To  the  company  of  witnesses 
for  the  doctrine  of  a  universal  atonement,  therefore,  John  the 
Baptist  is  now  added,  and  he  unites  his  voice  with  Paul's,  and 
John's,  and  with  that  of  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews.     John  the 
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Baptist  nnderstood  these  great  troths  better  than  the  Prince- 
ton  school  of  theologians  do  in  this  nineteenth  century. 

A  few  words  only  will  be  necessary,  after  all  that  has  now 
been  said,  with  reference  to  the  well-known  passage,  in  the 
third  chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John  at  the  sixteenth  and  sev- 
enteenth verses.  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For  God  sent  not  his 
Son  into  the  world,  to  condemn  the  world  ;  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved."  These  are  the  gracious  words 
of  the  Lord  himself  in  regard  to  his  own  mission,  and  of  the 
fullness  of  his  grace  we  have  all  received.  The  writer  in  the 
Prificeton  Beview  to  whom  we  have  already  made  allusion 
says,  that  the  word  ^'  world  "  in  these  verses  simply  designates 
the  dose  of  persons  whom  Christ  came  to  save.  This  class  of 
persons,  lie  adds,  is  men — men  as  distinguished  from  angels, 
and  men  in  general  as  distinguished  from  Jews.  His  view, 
thus,  is  the  same  with  that  which  we  have  discussed  in  con- 
nection with  the  verse  previously  considered,  except  that  here 
the  idea  of  men  as  distinguished  from  angels  is  said  to  be  in 
the  mind  of  the  speaker.  But  why  m^n  as  distinguished  from 
angels  ?  Does  the  verse  allude  to  angels  ?  Does  the  context 
either  before  or  after  this  verse  say  anything  about  angels  ?  Is 
there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Nicodemus  was  troubled  in 
mind  on  the  question  whether  the  Messiah  was  going  to  help 
angels  to  the  exclusion  of  men  ?  Certainly  not.  But  this  is 
not  all.  The  Lord  states  in  these  verses  what  he  did  not  come 
for,  as  well  as  what  he  did ;  and  nothing,  on  either  side,  is 
said  with  reference  to  angels.  No  reader  would  ever  have  any 
reason  to  suppose,  from  the  perusal  of  this  conversation  be- 
tween the  Saviour  and  this  Jewish  doctor,  that  either  of 
them  had  ever  thought  or  known  anything  about  angels.  It 
is  the  suggestion,  simply  and  wholly,  of  the  defenders  of  a 
certain  doctrine  in  theology  which  finds  itself  opposed  by  the 
plain  language  of  these  verses — a  suggestion  which  serves  no 
better  purpose  than  to  draw  away  the  mind  for  a  moment  from 
the  point  which  is  discussed.  Christ  did,  indeed,  give  himself 
for  mankind  as  distinguished  from  angels,  and  so  also  he  gave 
himself  for  mankind  as   distinguished  firom  animals.      Bur 
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who  that  approached  the  Scriptares  with  nnbiased  mind 
would  ever  suppose  that,  in  the  declaration  made  to  Nicode- 
raus,  the  word  xdafio^  was  used  in  order  to  guard  him  against 
imagining  that  Christ  died  to  save  the  irrational  creatures? 
JSicodemus  came  to  him  for  no  such  purpose  as  to  inquire 
about  the  salvation  of  angels.  He  came  to  him  as  a  teacher 
sent  from  God,  and  desired  to  ask  him  concerning  the  truth 
of  God  in  its  relations  to  man.  Jesus  answered  him  by  show- 
ing him  the  way  of  salvation,  and  by  assuring  him  that  he 
himself  had  come  in  order  that  the  world  might  be  saved.  He 
did  not  tell  him  that  the  world  wimld  be  saved,  but  that  he 
came  in  order  that  it  m,iglU  be  saved,  and  that  everybody  in 
the  world  who  chose  to  accept  the  otter  of  salvation  might 
have  eternal  life.  This  was  his  announcement,  and  it  was  in 
the  most  universal  language ;  xdafio^  the  world — ttoc  every 
one.  Jt  cannot  be  that  he  meant  by  such  expressions,  in  such 
a  conversation,  men  simply  as  distinguished  from  angels,  or, 
indeed,  anything  but  the  whole  of  mankind.  As  to  the  other 
part  of  the  explanation,  which  hnds  m^n  in  general  referred 
to  here,  in  distinction  from  Jews,  but  still  limits  the  reference 
to  a  potation  of  mankmd,  enough  has  been  said  already  in  con- 
nection with  John  i.  29,  and  we  pass  over  this  point  without 
further  remark. 

We  are  happy,  in  relation  to  both  these  passages  in  the  Gos- 
pel of  John,  to  Und  ourselves  sustained,  in  a  measure,  in  what 
we  say  in  opposition  to  this  Princeton  writer,  by  that  distin- 
guished Scotch  divine  who  is  appealed  to  as  ''  triumphant " 
in  his  exegesis.  He  says,  ^'I  confess  I  am  but  little  inchned 
to  qualify  or  explain  away  the  term  *  world,'  as  here  em- 
ployed." '•  1  rather  rejoice  in  it,"  he  adds, ''  as  asserting  that  the 
gospel  has  a  gracious  aspect  toward  mankind  as  such,  without 
reference  to  the  elect  or  non-elect."  The  Princeton  gentlemen 
can  hardly  comp  ain  of  us  if  we  do  not  regard  very  highly 
their  attempts  to  "explain  away  "  or  *' quality  "  this  univer- 
sal word,  when  we  have  from  such  exalted  authority  a  view  so 
much  in  harmony  with  our  own  on  this  point.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  the  Scotch  writer  agrees  with  us -alto- 
gether in  our  opinions  respecting  these  verses.  Far  from  it. 
He  finds  in  this  statement  of  Christ  the  very  doctrine  he  main- 
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tains.  Instead  of  the  blessed  universality  of  God's  gift,  in 
which  multitudes  of  Christians  have  comforted  their  souls,  this 
author  finds  only  a  limitation  of  it.  *'  Nothing  is  said,"  he 
assures  us,  "  about  God  giving  his  Son  for  aU^^^  but  the  design 
of  the  gift  is,  "  in  express  terms  and  very  pointedly,  restricted 
to  those  that  believe."*  We  hardly  feel  inclined  to  argue  the 
question  with  one  who  can  find  nothing  but  limitation  of  de- 
sign in  this  verse.  But  if  he  does  not  find  anything  beyond 
this  in  the  sixteenth  verse,  what  will  he  say  to  the  seventeenth  f 
He  has  just  admitted,  as  we  have  seen,  that  the  term  world 
includes  all,  both  elect  and  non-elect.  But.  in  the  seventeenth 
verse,  Christ  says  he  was  sent  into  the  world  by  God  in  order 
that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved.  The  expression 
"in  order  that"  denotes  design,  as  this  writer  admits.  It  is 
the  common  way  of  setting  forth  design  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. This,  then,  is  the  design  with  which  God  sent  his  Son 
into  the  world — namely,  in  order  that  both  elect  and  non-elect 
might  be  saved.  Whetlier  the  design  is  thus  set  forth  in  the 
sixteenth  verse  or  not,  it  is  net  forth  in  the  seventeenth — and  it 
is  set  forth,  according  to  this  author's  own  explanation  of  the 
word  "  world,"  as  universal— for  all  m^fi.f  And  if  it  is  thus 
declared  in  the  latter  verse  beyond  all  doubt,  it  can  hardly  be 
questioned  that  the  emphasis  in  the  former  verse  is  on  the 
words  which  are  unlimited  in  their  character,  and  that  the 


*  According  to  this  view  of  the  verse, — siDce  it  is  only  laid  that  God  loved  the 
whole  world,  but  is  not  said  that  God  gave  his  Son  for  the  whole  world,  but  only 
for  an  elect  part  of  the  world, — we  have  the  following  remarkable  statement 
from  the  Apoetle : — God  so  loved  the  whoU  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son /or  only  a  pari  of  the  world.  A  single  inquiry  suggests  itself  in  connection 
with  this  explanation  of  John's  language — namely,  whether  the  thought  would 
not  have  been  expressed  more  clearly  and  with  a  more  exact  setting  forth  of  the 
*'  gracious  aspect  toward  the  non-elect,"  if  the  verse  had  read,  "  God  so  loved 
the  non-elect  part  of  the  world  that  he  g^ve  his  only  begotten  Son  that  the  elect 
part  alone  might  be  saved.^ 

f  The  distinguished  Scotch  exegete,  who  is  reported  by  hit  American  admir- 
ers to  be  such  a  **  triumphant  ^  leader  in  defense  of  this  dooirine  of  a  Limited 
Atonement,  seems  to  have  been  off  his  guard  for  a  moment  at  this  point  These 
bold  and  mail-clad  warriors,  while  in  the  very  midst  of  the  conflict,  should  steel 
their  hearts  against  the  tenderer  feelings  of  humanity.  When  they  begin  to 
think  of ''gracious  aspects*'  and  ''displays  of  good  will,**  they  are  in  great 
danger  of  giving  the  enemy  an  advantage. 
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gift  of  God  18  there  also  declared  to  be  for  the  whole  worlds 
non-elect  as  well  as  elect,  whom  he  loved,  and  for  every  one 
who  was  willing  to  receive  it.  The  fact  is,  that  the  Princeton 
writers  must  "  explain  away  "  the  words  xd(r/io^  and  ;rac  as  mean- 
ing something  less  than  they  do  mean  in  and  of  themselves, 
or  there  is  no  hope  for  them  in  these  verses.  But  even  their 
foreign  broths  sees  that  their  attempt  to  ex|>lain  them  thus 
away  destroys  the  joy  and  fullness  of  the  gospel  declarations. 
It  is  hardly  surprising,  theref»>re,  that  their  doctrine  is  not  ac- 
cepted more  widely  than  it  is. 

And  now  the  Lord  himself  places  himself  at  the  head  of  that 
company  which  has  already  been  found  to  include  such  promi- 
nent ones  among  his  disciples  and  among  those  who  pointed  to 
him  and  believed  in  him  ;  and  he  adds  his  own  witness  to  theirs 
in  favor  of  the  truth.  We  do  not  wonder  that  they  all  declare 
it  80  harmoniously,  for  we  know  now  where  they  learned  it, 
from  the  same  common  Master,  the  source  and  revealer  of  all 
truth. 

n. 

The  second  doss  of  passages,  to  which  reference  was  made 
at  the  commencement  of  our  discussion,  is  the  class  which  dis- 
tinguish between  the  limited  number  of  the  elect  and  those 
who  are  outside  of  that  number,  and  declare  that  Christ  died 
not  07)ly  for  the  former^  but  for  all  men.  Under  this  claes 
we  propose  to  consider  briefly  1  Tim.  iv.  10,  and  1  John  ii.  2. 
The  former  of  these  verses  reads  as  follows : — **  For  therefore 
we  both  labor  and  suffer  reproach,  because  we  trust  in  the  liv- 
ing God  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  those  that 
believe."  The  Princeton  writers  do  not  seem  to  give  very 
careful  attention  to  this  statement,  which  Paul  makes  to  his 
younger  associate,  and  which,  in  the  following  verse,  he  bids 
him  to  teach  as  the  truth.  But  two  or  three  things  will  be  no- 
ticed by  the  candid  reader  in  connection  with  it.  In  thefirat 
flace^  it  evidently  includes  not  only  those  who  believe,  but  all 
other  men  as  well,  and  it  declares  that  God  is  the  Saviour  ot 
the  latter  as  well  as  of  the  former.  Here  is  a  passage,  where 
the  words  "  all  men  "  cannot  mean  some  men  in  all  places,  or 
Gentiles  and  Jews  indiscriminately,  and  thus  refer  to  the  elect 
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alone,  for  the  persons  designated  by  the  words  include  mani- 
festly more  than  these,  or  others  than  these.  To  say  that  the 
two  expressions,  *'  all  men  "  and  "  those  that  believe,"  are  co- 
extensive, would  be  to  make  Paul  declare  that  God  is  the 
Savionr  of  those  who  believe,  especially  of  those  who  be- 
lieve. But  the  gentlemen  who  have  taken  Dr.  Charles 
Hodge  as  their  leader,  and  who  remember  his  strong  con- 
demnation of  that  view  of  Romans  v.  14,  which  in  his  judg- 
ment leads  to  a  similar  tautology,  will  be  the  last  to  ad- 
mit the  possibility  of  any  such  explanation  of  the  present 
verse.  God  is,  then,  the  Saviour  of  all  men — not  merely  of 
the  elect.  This  is  the  statement  which  is  made,  in  unequivo- 
cal language,  in  these  words ;  and  the  force  of  this  statement 
cannot  be  evaded  by  any  limitation  of  the  universal  phrase. 
Whatever  success  such  attempts  at  evasion  may  be  regarded 
as  having  in  the  case  of  other  passages  already  examined,  they 
are  not,  and  cannot  hope  to  be  successful  here. 

In  the  second  place^  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  an  actual 
bearing  of  this  salvation  upon  others  than  the  elect.  Tlie  re- 
lation of  the  genitive  ndurmv  dpdpdmcjv^  to  the  word  amvjp  is 
precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  genitive  Ttcarwv^  and  the  word 
ifcjTTJp  cannot  be  taken  in  a  different  signification  in  the  one  case 
from  that  which  it  has  in  the  other.  A  confirmation  of  the 
correctness  of  what  we  say  is  found  in  the  passages  which  have 
a  similar  construction  to  that  of  the  verse  before  us.  We  may 
refer,  for  example,  to  Gal.  vi.  10,  and  2  Peter  ii.  9, 10.  In  the 
former  of  these  passages  Paul  says,  "  Let  us  do  good  unto  all 
men,  especially  to  those  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith."  In 
the  latter  Peter  declares  that  the  Lord  knoweth  how  to  reserve 
the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  punished,  especially 
those  that  walk  after  the  flesh,  in  the  lust  of  uncleanness,  and 
despise  government.  In  each  of  these  cases  it  is  perfectly 
plain  that  the  thing  which  is  spoken  of  has  an  actical  bearing 
on  the  different  classes,  and  that  its  relati<mto  both  is  precisely 
the  same,  except  so  far  as  is  indicated  by  the  word  especially. 
No  one  can  doubt  that  the  Galatian  Christians  were  exhorted 
to  do  good  to  all  men  as  well  as  to  their  fellow-believers,  or 
that  the  Lord,  to  the  view  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  knew  how  to 
punish  all  other  sinners,  as  well  as  the  particular  class  among 
them  who  were  under  the  dominion  of  iinclean  lusts.     The 
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same  is  true  with  regard  to  every  one  of  the  passages  in  the 
Pauline  Epistles,  or  elsewhere  in  the  New  Testament,  which 
have  this  peculiar  construction,  as  any  person  may  see,  by  ex- 
amining them.  By  repeated  instances,  then,  in  wliich  the 
Apostle  Paul  uses  the  phraseology  which  he  adopts  in  this 
verse,  he  shows  what  his  meaning  here  is.  He  means,  as  we 
have  said,  that  there  is  an  actical  relation  which  God  bears  as 
a  Saviour  to  all  men,  and  not  only  to  the  elect.  But  if  Christ 
did  not  die  for  any  one  outside  of  this  limited  number  of  the 
elect,  if  his  atonement  was  not  designed  for  those  beyond  their 
circle,  then  he  did  not  come  into  the  world  to  save  all  men, 
and,  properly  speaking,  he  had  no  actual  relation  as  a  Saviour 
to  all  men.  It  is  nothing  better  than  a  mockery  to  call  him 
by  this  title,  and  the  truth,  instead  of  being  what  the  Apostle 
has  here  stated,  is  a  thing  altogether  different— namely,  that 
God  is  a  Saviour  of  those  that  believe,  but  of  no  one  else  in  the 
world.  The  meaning  of  this  verse  must,  therefore,  be  that  the 
atonement,  which  Christ  made,  was  a  universal  atonement ; 
that  God  is  a  Saviotir  for  all  men,  in  that  he  sent  his  Son  into 
the  world  to  die  for  all,  but  that  he  is  especiaUy  a  Saviour  of 
those  who  believe,  in  that  through  their  acceptance  of  his  offers 
of  reconciliation  he  is  enabled  to  bring  them  to  the  blessed  ex- 
perience of  his  own  kingdom. 

In  the  third  pla^e,  it  will  be  noticed,  that  the  connection, 
in  which  the  verse  before  us  stands,  affords  additional  evidence 
in  regard  to  its  meaning.  The  Apostle  had  just  made  the 
statement  concerning  godliness,  that  it  has  the  promise  not 
only  of  the  life  that  now  is  but  also  of  that  which  is  to  come. 
He  had  likewise  declared  that  this  statement  is  worthy  of 
all  acceptation.  He  now  says  that,  with  reference  to  the  re- 
alization of  the  promise  in  their  own  case,  (for  so  the  words 
translated  "  therefore,"  in  the  English  version,  are  to  be  un- 
derstood according  to  the  best  commentators),  he  himself  and 
other  Apostles  and  teachers  or,  perhaps,  other  Christians,  both 
labor  and  suffer  reproach,  because  they  trust  in  the  living  God 
who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  those  that  believe. 
And,  finally,  he  enjoins  upon  his  fellow-laborer  in  the  Gospel 
the  duty  of  teaching  all  this.  Now  what  was  the  thing  which 
he  was  to  teach  ?    It  was  that  godliness  has  the  promise  of  the 
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future  life.  How  extensively  was  he  to  teach  this  ?  Evidently, 
wherever  he  preached,  and  to  whomsoever  he  addressed  him- 
self, for  the  Apostle  saya  that  it  is  a  truth  "  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation "  What  encouragement  was  he  to  give  to  those  to 
whom  he  tanojht  it,  that  they  might  earnestly  seek  this  blessine:, 
even  through  all  toils  and  persecutions  if  need  were?  The 
same  encouragement  which  had  sustained  his  own  heart,  and 
that  of  Paul  in  their  efforts — namely,  that  which  was  derived 
from  a  hope  founded  upon  God  as  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  and 
especially  of  all  that  believed  in  him.  But  this  encourage- 
ment would  have  no  foundation  for  many  of  his  hearers,  if  any 
limitation  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  phrase  "  the  Saviour  of  all 
men."  We  cannot  seek  after  godliness,  at  the  first,  unless  we 
have  the  assurance  that  God  is  our  Saviour,  and  we  cannot 
have  that  assurance  unless  he  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  for  we 
have  no  revelation,  any  of  us,  that  we  belong  to  the  limited 
number  of  the  elect.  If.  then,  the  saying  which  the  Apostle 
had  uttered  was  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  and  if  Timothy  was 
to  proclaim  it  everywhere  and  to  all  hearers,  as  no  one  can 
doubt  that  he  was, — for  this  is  one  view  of  the  gospel,  and  he 
was  a  preacher  of  the  gospel, — we  may  conclude,  with  even 
more  confidence  than  before,  if  possible,  that  this  verse  de- 
clares the  design  of  the  atonement  to  be  universal — not  for  the 
elect  only,  but  all  mankind. 

Tlie  passage  in  the  first  Epistle  of  John,  second  chapter, 
6rst  and  second  verses,  is  in  the  following  words: — ''My  little 
children,  these  things  I  write  unto  you  that  ye  sin  not ;  and  if 
any  man  sin  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ 
the  righteous.  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins;  and 
not  for  ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world." 
The  sacred  writer  here  uses  the  strongest  and  plainest  terms. 
Christ  is  declared  to  be  the  propitiation — to  have  mwde  an 
atonement — not  only  for  '*us,"  but  for  the  **  world,"  not  simply 
ft»r  the  world,  but  for  the  whole  world  No  greater  universality 
could  be  expressed  than  is  expressed  by  this  language.  If  the 
words  are  to  be  left  in  their  ordinary  and  natural  sigriification, 
the  whole  question  is  settled  by  this  one  verse  alone.  It  is  the 
announcement  of  the  truth  for  all  mankind,  in  all  ages,  by  the 
last  survivor  of  the  Apostolic  company.    The  advocates  of  the 
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doctrine  nf  a  limited  atonement  have  always  understood  the 
diflRenlfy  which  this  passage  presents  in  the  way  of  holding 
their  theory,  and  they  have  made  the  best  efforts  they  could 
to  escape  its  force.  It  is  manifest  that  no  other  possible  way 
of  escape  offers  itself  except  that  of  explaining  away  the  mean- 
ing of  the  universal  expression.  Accordingly,  they  apply 
themselves  to  this  task  with  all  energy.  The  great  source  of 
all  authority  for  the  Princeton  school,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, announces  that  no  man  can  take  comfort  from  a  grace 
that  is  common  both  to  the  elect  and  non-elect,  and  unless  he 
knows  that  Christ's  death  has  provided  something  more  for 
him  than  it  has  for  unbelievers;  and,  on  the  ground  of  this 
statement,  he  says  that  the  phrase  must  be  taken  as  referring 
to  the  elect  scattered  throughout  the  world.  The  verse  was 
written,  according  to  his  view,  to  prevent  any  one  of  the  Chris- 
tian readers  in  the  church  or  churches,  to  which  the  Epistle 
was  originally  written,  from  supposing  that  the  propitiation 
made  by  Clirist  was  designed  either  for  the  Apostles  alone,  or 
for  Jews  alone,  or  for  themselves  alone.  But  how  was  it  pos- 
sible for  Christians  of  the  date  of  this  Epistle,  and  Christians, 
too,  who,  probably,  lived  in  Asia  Minor,  and  were  of  Gentile 
origin,  to  suppose  that  the  atonement  was  designed  for  either 
of  these  classes  only.  The  gospel  had  now  been  preached,  far 
and  wide,  for  forty  yeai*s  or  more.  It  had  been  proclaimed  in 
its  fullness  and  the  universality  of  its  offers,  as  extending  to 
Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  by  the  Apostle  Paul  and  his  fellow- 
lab' »re~9  throughout  all  the  region  of  which  Ephesus,  where 
John  lived,  was  the  centre.  The  very  proclamation  of  it  by 
the  Apostles,  showed  every  convert,  in  a  way  that  he  conld 
not  by  any  means  mistake,  that  the  propitiatory  sacrifice  was 
not  for  the  Apostles  only.  The  wayfaring  man,  though  a 
fool,  must  have  known  this.  Again,  Gentile  churches,  or 
churches  which  knew  anything  of  the  history  of  the  gospel 
since  the  death  of  Christ,  must  have  learned,  before  this  time, 
that  Christ  did  not  die  for  the  Jews  alone.  Moreover,  all  the 
arguments  which  have  been  brought  forward,  as  proving  that 
x6afjLo^  in  other  passages  does  not  refer  to  Gentiles  and  Jews 
simply,  apply  with  equal  force  here.  This  cannot,  therefore, 
be  the  Apostle's  meaning  in  this  verse.     And,  finally, — as  for 
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tbe  third  supposition, — a  chDrch,  or  a  circle  of  churches,  (snch 
as  that  to  which  this  Epistle  was  addressed),  could  not  have 
existed  which  believed  that  Christ  died  for  no  one  else  but 
themselves.  Such  a  belief  was  contrary  to  the  very '  funda- 
mental and  rudimentary  teachings  of  their  religion,  and  con- 
trary to  the  very  demands  and  necessities  of  their  life,  for  how 
could  they  maintain  themselves  as  a  Christian  church,  or  obey 
their  Lord's  command,  except  by  preaching  the  gospel  to  those 
around  them.  Or  if  such  a  church  was  a  possibility  in  those 
times,  the  Christians  to  whom  John  wrote  could  not  have  had 
this  character,  for,  if  they  had  been  thus  unchristian  or  exclu- 
sive, the  Apostle  could  not  have  failed  to  make  it  manifest  in 
his  letter  by  a  sharp  rebuke,  or  by  correcting  their  erroneous 
views  with  clearness  and  at  length.  But  there  is  no  hint  of 
any  such  thing  in  the  Epistle  from  its  beginning  to  its  end.  It 
is  impossible,  therefore,  that  John  wrote  these  words  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  mistake  in  regard  to  any  one  of  these 
points,  and  **  the  whole  world,"  as  he  uses  the  phrase  here, 
must  have  some  other  reference  than  any  one  of  these  three. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  modem  advocates  of  this  doctrine, 
that  the  words  used  in  this  verse  ought  to  be  limited  by  the 
surrounding  context.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Epistle 
down  to  this  point,  it  is  said,  the  author  has  been  addressing 
himself  to  Christians, — sometimes  directing  his  exhortations  to 
them  by  using  the  second  person,  and  sometimes  uniting  him- 
self with  them  in  the  use  of  the  first  person.  The  same  way 
of  speaking  is  found,  also,  in  the  verses  which  follow  the  one 
now  under  consideration.  Moreover,  this  verse  is  introduced 
in  immediate  connection  with  one  which  tells  the  Christian 
believers,  to  whom  he  is  writing,  where  they  may  find  help,  in 
case  they  fall  into  sin.  They  have  an  advocate  in  the  person 
of  Jesus.  But  if  the  author  is  referring  to  Christian  believers 
in  all  the  preceding  and  succeeding  verses,  he  must  be  refer- 
ring to  them  here  also.  When  he  says,  therefore,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  Christ  is  *'  the  propitiation  not  for  our  sins  only, 
but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,"  the  meaning  must  be 
taken  to  be  this — that  he  is  the  propitiation  not  only  for  the 
sins  of  those  Christians  to  whom  the  Apostle  is  now  writing, 
but  also  for  those  of  all  Christians  who  may  find  themselves  in 
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a  like  condition,  (1.  e.  who  may  have  fallen  into  sin,)  wherever 
they  may  live  in  the  world,  and  in  whatever  period  of  the 
world's  history.    The  whole  passage,  it  is  said,  is  designed  for 
the  comfort  and  help  of  Christians,  and  hence  there  can  he  no 
reference  to  any  one  else  in  any  part  of  it.     Indeed,  the  force 
of  the  passage  for  the  Christian  heart  is  lost,  if  it  is  not  limited 
to  the  aid  and  delivering  grace  which  Christ  gives  to  his  own 
followers  alone.     But  in  considering  the  meaning  of  the  verse, 
we  nmst  remember,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  word  here  em- 
ployed is  one  which,  as  we  have  already  seen,  is  never  used  in 
the  New  Testament  to   denote  some  men  or  a  class  of,  men 
scattered  thronghont  the  world.     We  must,  also,  in  the  second 
place,  remember  that  the  expression  here  used  is  one  which  it 
is  more  difficult  thus  to  limit  than  is  the  simple  word  "  world." 
The  author  says  "  not  of  us  only,  but  of  the  whole  worlds 
Moreover,  in  the  third  place,  it  should  be  noticed  that  this 
strong  expression  is  used  in  but  one  other  instance  by  this 
Apostle  in  any  of  his  writings,  and  that,  in  that  instance,  it  is 
unquestionably  employed  in    an  unlimited  signification,  and 
with  a  distinction  from  the  "  us  "  of  whom  the  verse  before  us 
speaks.     The  instance  to  which  we  refer  is  in  1  John  v.  19  : — 
"  And  we  know  that  we  are  of  God,  and  the  whole  world 
Heth  in  wickedness."    The  very  infrequency  and  emphasis  of 
the  expression,  when  taken  in  connection  with  its  unmistaka- 
ble meaning  where  it  does  occur,  give  additional  evidence  of 
the  Apostle's  intention  in  using  it.     And,  finally,  the  careful 
reader  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  this  statement  in  respect  to 
the  propitiation  for  sin  is  not  a  mere  subordinate  part  of  the 
preceding  sentence, — which  speaks  of  the  aid  which  Jesus  as 
an  Advocate  gives  to  his   believing  followers, — but  it  is  an 
additional  statement,   ^^  And  he  is  the   propitiation,"    &c. 
Even  if  we  admit,  then,  the  truth  of  what  is  said, — that  the 
comforting  force  to  the  believer  of  the  assurance  that  he  may 
turn  to  the  great  Advocate  is  lost,  unless  there  is  some  special 
efficacy  in  Christ's  intercession  for  him,  which  is  not  known  in 
the  case  of  the  unbeliever, — the  conclusion   which  is  drawn 
does  not  hold  with  regard  to  this  added  verse.     We  are  to  in- 
terpret in  such  a  sentence  according  to  the  usage  of  the  words 
employed,  and  are  to  change  the  uniform  usage  for  an  utterly 
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unknown  one,  only  in  case  we  are  absolutely  compelled  to  do 
BO.  The  words  em|'Ioyed  here,  as  we  have  seen,  are  never 
found  with  the  meaning  which  has  to  be  assigned  to  them  by 
those  who  assert  the  doctrine  of  a  limited  atonement.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  even  if  we  take  the  preceding  verse  as  having 
reference  to  a  work  of  Christ  exchisively  for  believers,  the 
words  of  this  verse  can  be  satisfactorily  explained  as  giving  an 
additional  thought,  and  as  setting  forth  the  work  of  Christ  in 
relation  not  only  to  believers,  but  to  the  whole  world.  Under 
circumstances  like  these,  we  believe  no  competent  scholar, 
whose  judgment  was  not  biased  by  preconceived  theological 
views,  would  hesitate  for  one  moment  which  course  to  adopt, 
or  would  fail  to  say  emphatically  that  the  \csage  of  the  lan- 
guage must  determine  the  meaning  here.  As  Neander  re- 
marks, ''There  is  presupposed  in  this  perpetual  advocacy  of 
Christ — as  appears  from  the  immediately  following  connec- 
tion— that  which  He  has,  once  for  all,  wrought  out  for  the 
human  race.  When  John  speaks  of  the  reconciliation  for  our 
sins,  he  feels  constrained  to  guard  against  every  limitation  of 
the  universal  reference  to  the  work  of  redemption.  His  vision 
widens  to  embrace  all  humanity ;  to  behold  in  Christ  not  alone 
the  reconciliation  for  those  who  already  believe,  but  for  those 
who  as  yet  belong  to  the  world.  The  reconciliation  of  Christ 
has  for  its  object  all  humanity  in  its  estrangement  from  God  ; 
all  which  belongs  to  the  world  as  it  stands  opposed  to  the 
kingdom  of  God."  This  passage,  must,  then,  be  regarded  as 
showing  that  Christ  died  for  the  non-elect  as  well  as  the  elect. 
The  apostle  John  unites  v^ith  Paul  in  this  form  of  presenting 
the  truth  of  a  universal  atonement,  as  we  have  already  found 
him  in  harmony  with  the  same  great  teacher  of  the  Gentiles  in 
another  form  of  stating  the  same  truth.  God  is  the  Saviour 
of  all  men,  especially  of  those  that  believe.  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world.  The  design  of  the  sacrifice  upon  the 
cross,  then,  was  not  for  those  who  should  believe  alone,  but 
for  the  whole  unconverted  world — for  the  whole  world  of 
mankind. 
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III. 

The  third  class  of  passages,  to  which  reference  was  made  at 
the  beginning  of  oar  discassion,  is  the  class  which  declare  that 
Christ  died  far  some  who  may  hereafter  prove  not  to  be  among  the 
elect.  Among  this  class  may  be  mentioned  Romans  xiv.  15, 
and  1  Cor.  viii.  11  ;  two  passages  which  are  sabstantiallj 
similar  tx)  each  other.  We  shall  refer  to  them,  however,  only 
in  a  single  word.  In  connection  with  the  latter  of  the  two, 
which  reads,  '*  And  through  thy  knowledge  shall  the  weak 
brother  perish,  for  whom  Christ  died,"  Dr.  Charles  Hodge 
offers  two  suggestions.  One  is,  that  this  is  a  mere  supposed 
case  which  never  will  happen,  and  therefore  it  has  no  bearing 
on  the  point  in  question.  The  justness  of  this  conclusion 
might  be  a  matter  of  dispute,  but  we  pass  it  over  at  the 
present  time.  The  other  suggestion  is,  that,  even  if  we  do  not 
adopt  the  view  just  mentioned,  the  force  of  the  verse  can  be 
set  aside  by  saying,  that  '^  to  die  for  a  person  "  is  to  die  for 
his  benefit  in  any  way^  and  so  the  weak  brother  here  referred 
to  may  be  simply  one  for  whose  benefit  (in  the  way  of  pro- 
longing his  probation,  &c.)  Christ  died.  But  wherein  lies 
the  special  force  of  that  reason  which  Paul  here  presses  upon 
the  stronger  and  more  enlightened  Christian  not  to  lead  his 
weaker  brother  into  sin  ?  Does  it  not  lie  in  the  danger  that 
the  weak  brother,  if  he  follows  this  example,  will  lose  the  par- 
HciUa/r  thing  which  Christ  died  to  secure  tor  him  ?  It  would 
seem  impossible  to  doubt  this.  There  is,  compai*ati  vely  speak- 
ing, no  emphasis  in  the  words  at  all  on  any  other  view  of 
thein.  They  might  as  well  have  read,  And  through  thy  know- 
ledge the  weak  brother  shall  perish  to  whom  Christ  gave  good 
health  or  any  other  temporal  blessing,  or  even, — a  reading 
which  on  this  explanation  of  the  passage  (which  assumes  that 
the  case  alluded  to  is  not  a  mere  supposed  case  never  actually 
to  occur)  would  seem  more  exactly  in  accordance  with  the 
Princeton  doctrine — and  through  thy  knowledge  the  weak 
brother  shall  perish  for  whose  salvation  Christ  did  not  die.  Is 
it  conceivable  that  Paul  meant  to  convey  such  an  idea  as 
this,  when  he  urged  the  stronger  brother  in  the  church  to  be 
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tender  and  considerate  toward  the  weaker?  Is  it  conceiva- 
ble that  he  meant  to  say  no  more  than  that  the  weak  brother 
bad  had  his  probation  lengthened  out  for  a  while  by  reason  of 
Christ's  death?  No,  he  evidently  spoke  of  him  as  a  weaker 
brother,  indeed,  bat  as  one  for  whom  the  atoning  sacrifice  was 
made  as  truly  as  it  was  for  the  stronger  and  more  enlightened. 
He  meant  to  say,  and  he  did  say,  that  the  weak  brx>ther  was 
liable  to  lose  aalvatiouy  though  Christ  died  that  he  might  gain 
salvation.  We  may  as  well  abandon  all  attempts  to  interpret 
the  Scriptures,  if  we  cannot  determine  this  to  be  his  meaning. 
When  theologians  can  do  no  better  with  his  words  than  ex- 
plain them  thus,  they  may  be  sure  that  their  doctrines  will  not 
stand  the  test  of  time. 

The  passage  in  the  second  Epistle  of  Peter,  second  chapter, 
first  verse,  is  one  of  those  which  belong  to  the  class  now  be- 
fore us,  and  the  only  one  which  the  limits  of  our  Article  will 
allow  us  to  examine  more  minutely.  The  writer  of  this 
Epistle  here  teaches  that  in  the  midst  of  those  to  whom  he 
sends  his  letter,  there  will  arise  "  false  teachers  who  privily 
will  bring  in  damnable  heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,  and  will  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruc- 
tion." In  subsequent  verses  it  is  declared,  that  their  '^judg- 
ment now  of  a  long  time  lingereth  not,  and  their  damnation 
slumbereth  not ;"  that  they  "  shall  utterly  perish  in  their  own 
corruption,"  and  that  for  them  ^'  the  mist  of  darkness  is  re- 
served  forever."  The  plainness  and  distinctness  of  this  lan- 
guage are  equaled  only  by  its  awful  import.  Such  teachers, 
says  the  Apostle,  shall  arise,  shall  introduce  these  damnable 
heresies,  and  shall  bring  upon  themselves  this  destruction. 
Persons  whose  actions  and  fate  are  described  in  such  terms  as 
these,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  certainly  of  the  elect ;  and 
yet  it  is  said  of  these  persons,  that  the  Lord  bought  them. 
He  bought,  therefore,  those  who,  to  say  the  least,  may  prove  to 
be  outside  of  the  limited  number  of  the  elect.  In  this  verse  Dr. 
Candlish  does  not  undertake  to  explain  away  the  meaning  of 
the  individual  words,  but  he  attempts  to  set  it  aside  by  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  :  *'  This  passage,"  he  says,  **  turns  on  the  in- 
terest which  God  has  in  the  parties  referred  to,  rather  than  on 
the  interest  which  they  have  in  him.    It  asserts  God's  pre- 
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rogative,  rather  than  their  privilege     It  proceeds  on  the  con- 
sideration, not  of  any  claim  which  they  have  npon  God,  bnt 
of  the  claim  which  God  has  upon  them.     In  this  view,  what 
gives  this  text,  rightly  apprehended,  its  peculiar  point,  em- 
phasis, and  solemnity,  is  not  the  assertion,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
{fiUfacto\  on  the  part  of  the  persons  referred  to  of  the  tie,  or 
the  relationship,  or  the  obligation  indicated  by  the  expressions 
used ;  but  rather  the  assumption  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  right  {de 
jure)^  on  the  part  of  God."     But  if  these  remarks  leave  the 
expression  "  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them  "  in  its  legiti- 
mate and  natural  meaning,  they  amount  to  nothing,  so  far  as 
the  question  in  hand  is  concerned.     Whether  set  forth  em- 
phatically or  not— whether  the  main  point  which  the  writer 
had  in  mind  or  not — whether  the  matter  is  viewed  from  the 
side  of  God  or  that  of  man, — these  words  declare  that  the 
persons  referred  to  *'  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them."     Sup- 
pose this  statement  is  the  most  subordinate  of  all  parenthetical 
clauses,  and  that  it  has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  solemn 
warning  which  is  given  to  the  Christian  brotherhood — still, 
this  little  iusigniticant  phrase  describes  these  false  teachers  in 
language  that  is  not  to  be  mistaken.     If  the  remarks  which  we 
have   quoted,   therefore,   have   any   force   at  all,  it  nmst  be 
through   a  denial  of  the  natural  and  literal  meaning  of  the 
phrase,  ''  the  Lord  that  bought  them."    But  can  these  words 
be  properly  interpreted  in  any  other  than  the  literal  way  ?     As 
for  the  word  dyopdl^eei^^  which  is  here  translated  bougkty  it  has 
but  two  uses  in  the  Wew  Testament,     it  either  means  to  buy 
merchandise,  land,  &c.,  or  is  applied  to  those  whom  Christ 
purchased  or  redeemed  by  his  blood.     Even  if  it  were  to  be 
taken  here  in  the  former  sense,  it  would  still  be  true  that  they 
were  bought  at  the  price  of  his  sacritice.     But,  wherever  the 
verb  18  used  with  any  reference  to  Christ,  it  has  the  latter  of 
the  two  meanings,  and,  therefore,  it  unquestionably  has  tiie 
same  meaning  here.     There  can   be  no  doubt,  also,  that  the 
person  spoken  of  as  redeeming  them  in  Olirist,  lor,  though  the 
word  **  Master  "  is  used  in  the  original  text,  the  meaning  is 
settled  by  the  strikingly  parallel  passage  in  the  fourth  verso  of 
the  Epistle  of  Jude,  where  these   teachers  are  repi-esenied, 
according  to  the  true  text,  as  denying  the  only  Master  and 
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Lord,  Jesus  Christ."    Tlie  effort  made  by  Turretin,  long  ago, 
to  escape  the  legitimate  force  of  these  words, — while  it  clearly 
showed  the  essential  necessity  of  doing  so  in  case  the  doctrine 
of  a  limited  atonement  is  to  be  held  at  all, — made  equally 
manifest  the  futility  of  every  such  attempt.     The  redemption 
here  spoken  of  is  not,  ^as  he  thought,  a  mere  freeing  of  the 
persons  in  question  from  idolatry  that  they  might  be  outwardly 
connected  with  the  church,  nor  was  it  a  mere  admission  of 
these  persons  into  the  office  of  teachers,  which  admission,  by  a 
sort  of  figure,  is  called  a  purchasing  of  them  as  slaves  on  the 
part  of  Christ  as  a  master.     Everything  in  all  the  usage  of  the 
New  Testament  writers  proves  the  falsity  of  any  such  view. 
It  is  and  can  be  nothing  else  than  what  is,  in  every  other  place, 
indicated  by  the  same  verb — the  redemption  through  the  sac- 
rifice of  Christ   upon  the  cross.     Whatever  may  be  true  of 
some  theologians,  all   scholars  who  have  entered  the  field  of 
New  Testament  Greek,  and  have  learned  the  usages  and  rules 
of  the  language,  have  got   beyond    Turretin  in  these  days. 
And  there  is  scarcely  a  respectable  commentator  of  thepresent 
day  wlio  admits^  either  here  or  in  any  other  verse  which  we  have 
examined^  a  single  point  ob  explanation  which  is  made  by 
the  Princeton  ivriters.     With  this  remark  we  are  willing  to 
leave  the  discussion  of  this  passage.     But  until  its  force  is  de- 
stroyed, as  it  has  never  yet  been  destroyed,  we  have  in  it  an 
additional  testimony  to  the  doctrine  of  a  universal  atonement. 
And  Peter  enters  the  company  with  John  the  Baptist,  and 
John  the  Apostle,  and  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews,  and  the 
great  preacher  to  the  Gentiles,  and  places  himself  under  the 
guidance  of  Jesus,  the  Divine   Master,  as  a  wituess  to  that 
truth  which  is  a  message  of  great  joy  from  God  to  all  mankind. 

IV. 

The  fourth  class  of  passages,  to  which  reference  was  made 
at  the  beginning  of  our  discussion,  is  the  class  which  represent 
that  the  sinner's  failure  to  obtain  the  blessings  offered  in 
Christ  is  owing  not  to  any  limited  design  in  the  extent  of  the 
atonement,  but  to  his  rejection  of  the  atonement  which  has 
been  made  for  him.  We  refer  here  to  such  verses  as  John  v. 
40,  "  Ye  will  not  come  to  me  that  ye  might  have  life ;"— Heb. 

VOL.  xxvin.  26 
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ii.  3,  "  How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation!*' 
— Matt,  xxiii.  37,  "'How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy 
children  *  *  *  but  ye  would  not."  In  the  first  of  these 
passages,  Christ  himself  is  speaking ;  and  the  reason  why  the 
Jews  before  him  did  not  gain  the  true  life  of  the  soul  is  de- 
clared to  be  simply  this — that  they  would  not  come  to  fivm  to 
receive  it.  But  if  the  atonement  was  not  designed  for  them, 
there  was  an  additional  and  terrible  reason  why  they  did  not 
attain  to  the  blessing,  and  one  which  lay  back  of  every  other. 
It  was  such  a  reason,  too,  and  one  which  bore  such  relations 
to  their  condition,  that  the  failure  to  mention  it  in  his  disconrs- 
ings  with  the  Jews  would  have  been,  in  reality,  a  misrepre- 
sentation of  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  could  not,  therefore,  fail 
to  have  been  alluded  to,  if  it  had  existed.  And  as  it  was  not 
alluded  to,  it  did  not  exist. 

The  same  remark  will  apply,  in  a  measure  at  least,  to  the 
passage  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  The  writer  of  that 
Epistle  addresses  his  readers  as  if  every  provision  had  been 
made  for  them,  as  if  they  had  all  been  included  in  that  "great 
salvation  "  which  rested  upon  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and 
then  he  says,  if  they  pass  it  by  with  neglect  there  will  be  no 
escape  from  the  avenging  justice  of  God.  If  the  great 
salvation  had  not  been  provided  for  those  who  passed  it  by  in 
neglect,  by  the  extending  of  the  atonement  to  their  case,  what 
a  lowering  would  there  be  of  the  emphasis  of  this  solemn  ques- 
tion— nay,  even,  may  we  not  say,  what  a  misleading  of  the 
readers  as  to  the  truth  would  there  be  in  the  representation 
which  the  question  seems  to  give  I  But,  even  beyond  either 
of  these  passages,  \\  e  have  in  the  verse  quoted  from  Matthew's 
Gospel  a  clear  declaration  of  the  truth.  "  How  often  would  I 
— but  je  would  not."  Is  it  possible,  we  may  ask,  that,  at  this 
time, — as  Christ  was  weeping  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  de- 
voted city  and  was  uttering,  in  his  sorrow  for  them,  these 
words,  "  Ye  would  not," — he  knew  that  they  were  not  merely 
rejecting  him  through  love  of  their  sins,  but  that  they  were 
not  included  at  all  in  the  design  of  his  atoning  work }  But  this 
is  not  all  that  meets  us  in  this  lamentation  over  Jerusalem. 
His  words,  as  he  appeals  to  his  own  readiness  to  receive  these 
rejecters  of  his  claims,  are,  "  How  often  would  I."  Here  is  the 
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expression  of  his  own  heart  It  is  the  declaration,  with  the 
utmost  emphasis,  of  his  will  that  these  persons  should  come  to 
him  and  be  saved.  How  often,  he  says,  during  these  years  of 
my  ministry — how  often  would  1\\2L7q  gathered  them  all  to 
myself  and  given  them  the  blessing  of  eternal  life  I  "What 
language  ever  uttered  was  clearer  or  stronger?  But,  ac- 
cording to  the  theory  of  the  writers  whose  doctrine  we 
are  now  discussing,  he  had  come  into  the  world  at  first  with  a 
design,  and  had  gone  forward  through  his  whole  ministry  car- 
rying out  a  design,  which  absolutely  and  entirely  excluded 
them  all.  iTiis  design  was  limited  to  the  salvation  of  the  elect 
alone.  If  this  theory  be  the  truth,  his  will  was  not  to  gather 
them  to  himself.  It  was  not  what  the  words  used  declare  it  to 
be,  but  directly  the  opposite.  Either  the  theory  of  these  writers, 
therefore,  or  the  declaration  of  Christ  must  be  rejected.  TJ^ey 
are  flatly  contradictory  of  each  other.  If,  then,  every  other 
passage  which  we  have  examined  were  to  be  passed  over,  here 
in  this  single  veree  the  Princeton  doctrine  is  overthrown.  This 
verse  rings  with  the  sound,  Not  willing  that  any  should  perish 
— Not  WILLING  that  ANY  should  perish.  It  resounds  above  all 
the  controversy  of  warring  theologians  with  the  announcement 
from  the  only  begotten  Son  of  the  Father,  that  he  died  for  all 
men. 

But  if  he  announces  here  this  truth,  with  emphasis,  and  in 
language  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  what,  we  may  ask,  is  gained 
by  any  sophistical  attempts  to  "explain  away  "the  univer- 
sality of  other  expressions  of  the  same  truth — such  as,  God  so 
loved  tlie  world  that  he  gave  his  Son  that  the  world  might  be 
saved  ?  In  the  light  of  these  words,  in  the  recording  of  which 
the  Evangelists  Matthew  and  Luke  unite  themselves  to  that 
company  of  witnesses,  whose  names  have  been  already  brought 
before  us  ana  on  the  foundation  of  whose  testimony  the  faith 
of  the  Church  must  ever  rest, — in  the  light  of  these  words  all 
such  attempts  are  shown  to  be  utterly  fruitless. 

The  argument  for  the  doctrine  of  a  universal  atonement, 
derived  from  many  of  the  passages  under  this  fourth  class,  is 
of  a  similar  nature  with  that  in  the  multitudinous  and  wide 
extended  invitations  of  the  Gospel.   The  Princeton  writers,  and 
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all  in  fellowship  with  them,  have  devoted  themselves  with 
much  energy  to  prove  that,  though  the  atonement  was  made 
for  the  elect  only,  it  is  entirely  sincere  in  God  to  offer  salvation 
to  all  men.  But  they  will  never  persuade  any  one  outside  of 
their  own  circle  to  accept  their  view.  One  of  them  asks,  with 
an  apparent  feeling  of  triumph,  "  If  God,  in  giving  his  Son  for 
the  redemption  of  his  own  people  [and  them  onlj' — for  this  is 
the  doctrine]  has  paid  a  ransom  sufficient  for  the  deliverance 
of  all  men — does  the  purpose  for  which  that  ransom  was  paid 
[the  design  to  pay  it  for  the  elect  only — for  this  is  the  doctrine] 
present  any  barrier  to  the  general  offer  of  salvation  ? "  In  com- 
mon with  all  whose  minds  have  not  been  trained  under  the 
influences  of  Princeton  theology,  we  answer,  It  does  present 
such  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  a  sincere  and  general  offer  of  sal- 
vation. The  world  of  mankind,  as  they  read  the  merciful  in- 
vitation, *'  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden 
and  I  will  give  you  rest,"  and  as  they  learn  the  nature  and 
loving  kindness  of  the  one  who  gives  it  everywhere,  will  never 
be  persuaded  that  the  sacrifice  which  he  made  of  himself  was 
not  made  for  all  to  whom  the  invitation  shall  ever  come. 
When  they  hear  the  gracious  words  addressed  to  the  whole 
human  race,  ''  All  things  are  now  ready,"  they  will  not  believe 
that  except  for  a  limited  number,  selected  by  mere  will  from 
among  the  race,  '*  all  things  are  not  ready. '^^  And  though  the 
advocates  of  the  doctrine  which  confines  the  atonement  to  the 
elect  may  tell  us  that  ''  it  is  a  weary  business  to  have  to  answer 
the  same  objections  day  after  day,  and  year  after  year,"  they 
will  be  obliged  to  meet  these  objections  as  long  as  they  at- 
tempt to  defend  their  views.  The  weariness  and  labor,  which 
are  so  unsatisfying,  can  be  best  avoided  by  laying  aside  the  doc- 
trine. This  is  the  way  which  is  indicated  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  it  is  the  only  sure  and  wise  way.  The  Apostles  and 
Evangelists  did  not  go  out  upon  their  mission  as  preachers  of 
the  gospel  with  a  mere  provision  in  their  hands  for  somebody 
— they  did  not  know  whom.  They  did  not  feel  that  the  uni- 
versality of  the  offers  which  they  were  bidden  to  make  was  a 
universality  in  abearance  only^  or  that  the  great  sacrifice 
which  their  Saviour  had  offered  upon  the  Cross  was  designed 
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for  a  chosen  number  alone  who  were  scattered  throughout  the 
world.  The  enthusiasm  of  a  Paul  and  the  world-embracing 
love  of  a  John  were  enkindled  by  no  such  doctrine  as  this. 
They  told  the  same  truth  everywhere;  *' God  is  the  Saviour  of 
all  men,  especially  of  those  that  believe : "  "  Jesus  is  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world  : "  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation.  "Their  commission  did  not  run  in  these  words, 
Come,  because  for  aught  we  know,  some  of  you  may  be  elected 
to  the  feast,  and  theretbre  we  invite  you  all.  No.  It  was  a 
more  sure  word,  a  more  distinct  testimony — Come,  for  all 
things  are  ready,  and  yet  there  is  room."  This  was  the  fullness 
of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  invitation  which  was  entrusted  to 
them  for  every  soul.  This  was  the  oflFer  which  they  carried  to 
every  soul  whithersoevef"  they  went,  and  which  they  knew  was 
an  oflFer  of  Divine  sincerity,  for  it  was  founded  upon  the  great 
fact  of  a  Universal  Atonement. 

The  limits  of  our  Article  have  not  allowed  us  to  examine 
more  than  a  portion  of  the  passages  which  prove  the  atonement 
to  be  for  all  mankind.  But  those  to  which  we  have  refer- 
red are  suflScient,  and  they  establish  the  doctrine  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  They  tell  us  that  the  grace  of  God  bringeth  salvation 
to  all  men  ;  that  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son  to  save  every  one  who  would  believe ;  that  Christ 
came  in  order  that  the  world  mi^ht  be  saved,  and  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  world ;  that  he  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world ;  that  he  tasted  death  for 
every  man  ;  that  he  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all ;  that  he  is 
the  Saviour  of  all  men,  especially  of  those  that  believe  ;  that 
he  is  the  propitiation,  not  only  for  the  sins  of  his  own  followers, 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  ;  that  he  would  have 
saved  his  rebellious  enemies,  except  that  they  would  not  come 
to  him  for  salvation  ;  that  he  proclaims  everywhere  to  all  man- 
kind, "  Come,  tor  all  things  are  ready."  This  is  the  language 
in  which  the  New  Testament  writers,  one  after  another,  de- 
clare the  design  of  Christ's  atoning  sacrifice.  Is  it  limited  or 
universal  ?  If  it  is  denied  to  be  universal,  though  presented  in 
such  universal  forms  of  statement,  we  ask  those  who  deny  it 
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*  to  tell  U8  how  the  Apostles  and  the  Lord  could  have  expressed 
their  thought,  in  ease  they  had  desired  to  proclaim  an  unlimited 
design.  What  could  they  have  said  that  they  have-not  said  ? 
Where  is  language  to  be  found  more  clear,  more  full,  more 
varied  in  its  forms  of  presenting  the  same  truth,  more  carefully 
guarded,  by  constant  repetition,  from  being  misapprehended 
by  any  except  those  who  will  not  see? 

The  unsoundness  and  baselessness  of  the  Princeton  exegesis 
of  these  passages  is  equaled  only  by  what  we  have  already 
seen  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Eomans  The 
doctrine  which  they  hold  in  both  cases  is  one  which  is  founded 
in  theological  speculation,  and  not  in  the  Scriptures,  as  fairly 
interpreted.  And  no  anathemas  or  fulminations  against  their 
opponents  will  ever  change  the  great  facts.  The  Princeton 
writers  deal  in  anathemas  largely,  Ad  even  those  who  have- 
"no  space  or  taste"  for  exegetical  inquiry  have  no  want  of 
either  for  the  introduction  of  these.  Thus  the  latest  writer  of 
their  school  on  the  Atonement,  Dr.  A.  A.  Hodge,  whose  work 
is  highly  approved  by  those  of  the  inmost  circle  surrounding 
the  fountain  of  Princeton  orthodoxy,  indulges  himself  in  no 
measured  way.  He  speaks  of  those  who  defend  the  govern- 
mental theory  of  the  atonement  against  his  own  theory  as  "  blas- 
pheming," and  intimates  that  "  no  exhibition  of  human  de- 
pravity that  has  ever  disgraced  the  earth  is  more  amazing" 
than  is  one  qf  their  charges.  And  in  keeping  with  the  re- 
marks of  this  latest  author,  we  find  in  the  Princeton  Eeview 
the  comment  upon  the  work  of  one  of  their  most  prominent 
opponents, — namely,  the  treatise  on  the  Atonement  by  the 
Rev.  Albert  Barnes, — that  it  is  "  rationalistic " — which  is  a 
word  of  more  terrible  import  to  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen 
than  Dr.  Johnson's  "  phenomenon  "  was  to  the  fishwoman,  and 
only  surpassed  by  one  other  in  the  language, — namely,  the 
word  "  Arminian."  It  is  also  added,  in  a  milder  strain  ; — 
**  We  can  hardly  believe  that  it  [Mr.  Barnes's  book]  contains 
truth  enough  to  save  the  soul.  A  man  might  as  well  attempt 
to  live  on  the  husk  of  a  cocoa-nut."  Remarks  of  this  kind  are 
not  very  much  to  our  taste.  They  do  not  add  greatly  to  the 
refinements  and  elegances  of  style,  nor  do  they  seem  to  us  to 
carry  with  them  much  weight  of  argument.   But  as  the  Prince- 
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ton  theologians  take  bo  much  Batisfaction  in  these  things,  and 
as  they  do  not  hurt  anybody  else,  we  are  not  disposed  to  com- 
plain. We  can  endure  anything  with  equanimity  from  their 
leaders,  so  long  as  they  do  not  assure  us  that  all  Biblical 
scholars  adopt  their  exegesis ;  and,  even  when  they  emphati- 
cally assert  this,  the  disturbance  of  our  equanimity  is  in  an- 
other line  than  that  of  indignation. 
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akticle  vn.— notices  of  new  books. 


THBOLOGICAL   AND   RELIGIOUS. 

The  Princeton  Review  for  January. — We  are  happy  to 
agree  with  the  "  Princeton  Review  "  whenever  we  can  ;  and  we 
certainly  do  concur  with  that  Journal  in  its  professed  willingness 
to  submit  the  questions  at  issue  between  it  and  the  **  New  Eng- 
lander,"  to  the  judgment  of  candid  men.  That  the  '*  Princeton 
Review  "  has  been  guilty  of  a  perverse  and  injurious  representa- 
tion of  Dr.  Taylor's  theology,  has  been  made  out,  we  believe,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  fair-minded  judges.  That  Review  manifests 
displeasure  at  the  following  passage  from  our  Rejoinder  in  the 
October  Number  of  the  "  New  Englander :" 

**  It  U  true  that  Dr.  Taylor  was  a  life-long  opponent  of  the  Princeton  theology. 
GratuitoQB  condemnation  for  Adam's  sin ;  congenital  sin  inflicted  upon  tbe  sin- 
less by  a  judicial  decree  prior  to  their  existence;  sin  meriting  damnation,  before 
the  least  consciousness  of  a  rule  of  right ;  absolute  natural  impotency  of  tbe  soul 
to  throw  off  the  bondage  to  evil  thus  engendered  in  it;  literal  endurance  of  the 
legal  penalty  by  Christ,  but  only  for  a  part  of  mankind,  selected  by  mere  will, 
without  reference  to  results  in  the  general  good ;  right  of  this  fraction  to  claim 
salvation  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice,  their  punishment  haying  been  endured ; 
conversion  of  this  fraction  by  dint  of  creative  omnipotence  acting  irresistibly 
within  their  souls ;  perdition  of  all  the  rest,  judicially  inflicted  for  a  sin  done 
before  they  were  created,  for  propagated  sin  which  they  could  not  prevent,  and 
for  not  believin((  in  an  atonement  never  provided  for  them,  and  when  all  power 
of  thus  believing  had  been  extirpated  from  their  souls,  through  the  necessary 
effect  of  an  ancestor's  transgression ;— this  system,  Dr  Taylor  thought,  in  its 
logical  implications,  blots  out  human  probation  and  with  it  the  moral  goveroment 
of  God." 

The  Conductors  of  the  **  Princeton  Review  **  speak  of  this  as  a 
"  distorted  "  description  of  their  system.  A  charge  so  vague  is 
incapable  of  being  refuted.  Had  they  ventured  to  specify  the 
particulars  in  which  they  consider  it  inexact,  it  would  have  been  easy 
to  establish,  clause  by  clause,  its  perfect  correctness,  by  abundant 
and  irresistible  proofs  drawn  from  their  own  published  writings. 
These  theologians  are  constantly  asserting  that  condemnation  for 
Adam's  sin  finds  its  exact  counterpart  in  the  gratuitous  element 
of  justification  ;  that  is,  they  affirm  a  "  gratuitous  condemnation." 
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Why  should  they  quarrel  with  a  phrase  which  brings  out  the 
precise  characterifttic  of  their  theory  ?  So  every  other  part  of  the 
parapfraph  cited  above,  is  an  accurate  equivalent  of  their  familiar 
statements.  There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  wince  at  this 
naked  exhibition  of  their  system,  unless  they  are  accustomed  to 
mask  its  obnoxious  features  even  from  themselves  We  have  not 
accused  them  of  holding  the  logical  implications  of  their  dogmas, 
because  we  do  not  wish  to  copy  their  example  in  dealing  with 
opponents. 

After  calling  our  paragraph  a  "distorted"  portraiture  of  their 
system,  they  proceed  to  admit  the  substantial  faithfulness  of  it, 
and  declare  it  to  be;  also,  a  description  of  the  system  taught  in  the 
Westminster  Creeds.  This  last  we  deny.  The  Princeton  doctrine 
of  immediate  imputation— the  corner-stone  of  the  Princeton 
scheme  of  theology — has  been  a  hundred  times  proved  not  to  be 
a  doctrine  of  the  Westminster  Asaembly.  We  have  proved  it 
ourselves.  If  they  do  not  heed  our  arguments,  let  them  attend 
to  those  of  Breckenridge,  Shedd,  Landis,  and  other  writers  of 
high  standing  in  their  own  Church,  who  have  demonstrated  the 
same  thing.  The  "Princeton  Review  "  cannot  alter  history,  or 
make  white  black,  or  black  white,  by  obstinately  asserting  them 
to  be  so.  And  how  idle  it  is  to  pretend  that  the  C<5ngregational 
Council  at  Boston  sanctioned  the  Princeton  theology  I  The  Con- 
ductors of  the  "  Princeton  Review  "  know  perfectly  well  that  no 
vote  of  approval  of  their  theological  system  could  have  received 
the  support  of  more  than  an  insignificant  fraction  of  that  assembly ; 
that  the  Council  was  largely  composed  of  new-school,  as  well  as 
old-school  men,  and  that  all — ^Taylorites  included — voted  for  the 
Declaration  of  Faith  ;  nay,  that  Dr.  Taylor  himself  professed  his 
approval  of  the  Westminster  Confession  with  the  same  qualifica- 
tion. Failing  thus  to  get  support  for  their  insinuations  of  hetero- 
doxy— the  old  substitute  for  argument — from  the  Evangelical 
creeds,  the  Editors  of  the  "  Princeton  Review  "  must  rest  satisfied 
with  the  remaining  authority  to  which  they  appeal,  the  North 
Western  Christian  Advocate  I 

The  "  animus  "  of  the  "  Princeton  Review  "  in  this  discussion  is 
plain  Its  Conductors  have  been  anxious  to  prevent  the  reunion 
of  the  two  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  unless  they  could 
put  in  the  contract  a  condemnation  of  new-school  theology. 
Hence  they  have  raised  the  cry  of  "  Taylorism,"  painted  this 
type  of  theology  in  the  blackest  colors,  and  striven  thus  to  rally  a 
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party  of  proscription  and  intolerance.  They  speak  of  New  Eng- 
land. The  attempt  to  proscribe  men  for  sympathizing  with  Dr. 
Taylor's  theology  is  almost  as  obsolete  in  New  England  as  the 
custom  of  hanging  witches.  Among  Presbyterians  in  the  North- 
ern States,  there  are  numerous  ministers  who  hold  the  new-school 
theology,  and  not  a  few  who  differ  little  from  Dr.  Taylor.  The 
"  Princeton  Review  "  must  reconcile  itself  to  this  stubborn  fact. 
Could  a  declaration,  adverse  to  the  new  school  theology,  be  ex- 
torted from  an  Assembly  of  the  New  School  Church — which  we 
believe  to  be  impossible — this  fact  would  not  be  changed.  The 
Conductors  of  that  Review  mistake  the  temper  of  Christian  men 
of  the  present  day ;  they  mistake,  we  believe,  the  temper  of  the 
major  part  of  their  own  denomination,  who  will  not  be  chained  to 
their  intolerant  policy.  A  few,  perhaps,  are  left  who  accord  with 
Dr.  Baird  in  pronouncing  heterodox  Baxter,  Howe,  and  Edwards. 
More  adhere  still  to  the  somewhat  less  extravagant  illiberality 
of  Princeton.  But  this  narrow,  sectarian  spirit^  which  starts  with 
the  assumption  that  the  Church  is  a  theological  society,  is  melting 
away.  The  stars  in  their  courses  fight  against  it.  The  sympa- 
thies of  the  body  of  Christian  men  of  all  denominations  are  more 
just,  charitable,  catholic.  These  pharisaical  fiilminations  against 
the  New  England  theologians  are  heard  almost  everywhere  with 
unconcern  or  disgust.  The  seventeenth  century  and  its  centri- 
fugal, divisive  spirit  is  gone;  the  nineteenth  century,  with  its 
longing  for  union  upon  the  one  Foundation  which  Councils  and 
Schools  have  not  laid,  is  here.  Is  it  m>t  high  time  for  Rip  Van 
Winkle  to  awake  ? 

The  Writinqs  of  President  McCosh.* — ^The  writings  of  Dr. 
McCosh  have  been  well  known  and  highly  valued  in  this  country ; 
and  the  appearance  of  them  in  a  handsome,  uniform  edition  appro- 
priately attends  his  accession  to  the  presidency  of  Princeton  Col- 
lege. They  are  characterized  by  a  manly  vigor  and  earnestness, 
sound  common-sense,  and  by  that  degree  of  philosophical  merit 
which  entitles  them  to  the  attention  and  respect  of  thinking  men. 
In  his  successive  publications.  Dr.  McCosh  has  evinced  a  growing 
power.  The  "Intuitions  of  the  Mind,,"  which  we  consider  his 
ablest  production,  is  much  superior  /to  the  work  on  the  "  Divine 
Government,"  in  respect  to  clearness  and  maturity  of  views  and 

♦  The  Writings  of  James  McCoek,  D.  2).,  LL.D.,  President  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  Prinoetoo.    4  vols.    New  York:  Robert  Garter  <b  Brothors.  1869. 
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condeDsation  of  statement.  In  the  treatise  on  "Intuitions,"  he 
writes  more  distinctly  in  the  character  of  a  philosopher,  and  less 
from  the  stand-point  of  theology.  The  Schoolmen,  after  Anselm, 
regarded  philosophy  as  the  anciUa — the  handmaid — of  theology. 
The  business  of  the  philosopher  was  to  vindicate  the  accepted 
creed,  and  in  thus  serving  Faith  he  discharged  his  highest  office. 
Theology  differs  from  philosophy  in  taking  its  start  from  a  basis 
of  hintorical  facts,  the  facts  of  Gospel  history,  and  from  a  Revela- 
tion possessing  an  authoritative  character.  Philosophy  has  no 
such  data,  furnished  from  without,  with  which  to  begin;  but 
must  proceed  on  the  facts  furnished  by  consciousness, — taking 
nothing  for  granted  which  is  destitute  of  this  inward  verification. 
Every  intelligent  Christian,  to  be  sure,  holds  that  his  faith  is  con- 
sistent and  harmonious  with  reason  and  philosophy ;  but  when  he 
takes  the  chair  of  the  philosopher,  he  must  guard  against  as- 
suming in  this  department  the  beliefs  which  he  brings  from  an- 
other quarter.  In  other  words,  in  philosophical  investigation,  he 
must  follow  the  philosophical  path  with  rigor  and  fairness,  let  it 
lead  him  whithersoever  it  will.  He  must  be  faithful  to  the  methods 
and  laws  of  rational  inquiry,  and  not  appear  to  be  laboring  to  sup- 
port a  preconceived  system  of  belief,  however  justified*  on  its  own 
grounds,  that  system  may  be.  Dr.  McCosh  is  always  an  open, 
candid  reasoner ;  and  yet,  if  we  mistake  not,  his  later  productions 
are  marked  by  a  higher  measure  of  philosophical  freedom,  and  less 
of  the  theologian's  consciousness  of  a  responsibility  for  making 
good  the  principles  of  the  Christian  system.  This  is  due,  indeed, 
partly,  but  not  wholly,  to  the  somewhat  different  nature  of  his 
themes. 

The  "  Intuitions  of  the  Mind,"  and  its  companion,  the  "  De- 
fense of  Fundamental  Truth,"  his  controversial  work  against  Mill, 
present  a  full  view  of  Dr.  McCosh's  philosophical  opinions.  He 
is  a  sturdy  opponent  of  Sensationalism,  as  it  appears  in  Comte, 
Mill,  Spencer,  and  other  modern  representatives  of  this  school,  and 
an  earnest  advocate  of  the  spiritual  philosophy  which  affinns  that 
the  mind  is  endowed  with  a  stock  of  intuitive  or  a  priori  princi- 
ples not  imported  into  it  from  the  world  without.  At  the  same 
time,  he  is  an  equally  determined  opponent  of  the  Kantian  doctrine 
in  all  its  modifications,  which  gives  to  these  principles  only  a  sub- 
jective validity.  Thus  he  sets  himself  in  opposition  to  Hamilton's 
theory  of  nescience  and  of  the  relativity  of  knowledge,  holds  that 
the  antinomies  are  resolvable,  and  that  we  have  a  real,  though  it 
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be  an  inadequate,  knowledge  of  the  Infinite  and  Absolute.  The  ac- 
count which  Dr.  McCosh  gives  of  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  in- 
tuitive convictions  of  the  mind  is  clear  and  satisfactory.  He  shows 
that  they  are  not  innate  images,  or  innate  abstract  notions ;  that 
they  are  not  immediately  before  consciousness  as  laws  or  principles ; 
but  that  they  rise  on  the  contemplation  of  objects,  are  primarily 
directed  to  individual  things,  and  acquire  their  form,  as  general 
principles  or  axioms,  by  the  operation  of  the  faculty  of  abstraction 
and  generalization.  This  is  the  true  view  of  the  subject.  We  are 
surprised  that  Dr.  McCosh,  in  his  notice  of  Professor  Porter's  re- 
cent work  {Independent^  Jan.  14),  should  attribute  to  the  latter  an 
opposite  opinion, — the  opinion,  namely,  that  intuition  is  "  a  sepa- 
rate faculty,  like  the  presentative.  the  representative,and  the  com- 
parative powers."  Dr.  McCosh  has  been  misled  by  inadvertently 
inferring  from  the  division  of  Professor  Porter's  treatise  into  four 
parts,  the  first  three  of  which  relate  to  as  many  faculties,  that  he 
holds  to  a  distinct  faculty  of  intuition.  But  this  view  Professor 
Porter  discard^.  He  makes  (p.  77)  the  leading  faculties  of  the  in- 
tellect to  be  three,  the  presentative,  the  representative,  and  the 
generalizing  faculty.  He  says  (p.  97)  that  the  intuitions  must  be 
"  generalized  from  all  our  intellectual  activities,"  being  involved 
in  them.  "We  proceed,"  he  says,  (p.  498),  "to  examine  the 
power  of  knowledge,  not  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  it 
can  perform  or  produce,  but  what  its  processes  involve  and  as- 
sume." And,  on  the  next  page,  he  speaks  of  the  reference  of  these 
intuitions  to  a  separate  faculty,  or  faculties,  by  certain  authors, 
whom,  however,  he  does  not,  in  this  particular,  follow.  Dr. 
McCosh  makes  the  first  ciiterion  of  intrinsic  truth  to  be  self-evi- 
dence, and  necessity  to  be  a  "  secondary  mark  "  of  the  same  species 
of  truth.  He  says:  "  I  am  not  inclined  to  fix  on  this  [necessity] 
as  the  original  or  essential  characteristic.  I  shrink  from  main- 
taining that  a  proposition  is  true  because  we  must  believe  it." 
"  I  would  not  ground  the  evidence  on  the  necessity  of  belief  but 
I  would  ascribe  the  irresistible  nature  of  the  conviction  to  the  self- 
evidence."  The  question  which  the  Author  is  considering  is, 
How  are  we  to  distinguish  an  intuitive  or  primitive  conviction 
from  other  propositions  ?  It  appears  to  us  that  *'  self-evidence " 
and  "  necessity  of  believing  "  are  here  indistinguishable.  In  one 
sense,  a  proposition  is  not  true,  "  because  we  must  believe  it :  "  it 
is  not  made  true  by  our  belief,  but  is  true  independently  of  that, 
or  of  our  existence  even.    In  another  sense,  however,  a  proposi- 
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tion  18  true — that  is,  is  known  to  be  true — because  we  must  be- 
lieve it.  There  is  no  ulterior,  no  higher,  evidence  than  this  neces- 
sity of  belief.  The  whole  fabric  of  our  knowledge  is  founded  on 
it.  There  is  no  need,  therefore,  of  looking  for  any  test  of  an  in- 
tuitive conviction  beyond  this  necessity,  together  with  the  univer- 
sality which  is  inseparable  from  it. 

We  have  looked  through  Dr.  McCosh's  volumes  with  much  in- 
terest, in  order  to  ascertain  his  views  respecting  the  Will  and  Sin. 
He  draws  a  marked  distinction  between  will  and  sensibility.  Will 
and  emotions  are  not  to  be  confounded.  In  insisting  on  this  dis- 
tinction, Dr.  McCosh  shows  his  wisdom  and  independence.  It 
would  be  well  if  theologians  generally  would  recognize  the  neces- 
sity of  this  discrimination.  Dr.  McCosh  is  also  correct  in  refusing 
to  limit  the  action  of  the  will  and  the  sphere  of  responsibility  to 
executive  volitions.  This  is  a  superficial  notion,  which  no  respect- 
able thinkers  of  the  present  day  would  sanction.  The  will  is  ac- 
tive and  the  man  is  responsible,  he  affirms,  for  preferences  which 
are  not  carried  out  in  overt  action.  We  do  not  think  him,  how- 
ever, equally  happy  or  entirely  consistent  in  his  use  of  terms  on 
this  branch  of  the  subject.  He  frequently  says  that  wish  and  de- 
sire belong  to  the  optative  faculty,  and  for  them  we  are  responsi- 
ble. That  we  are  often  responsible  for  states  of  mind  which  are 
popularly  termed  wish  and  desire,  is  very  true ;  but  do  all  wishes 
and  desires  come  under  this  category?  Must  there  not  be  a  dis- 
tinction between  such  as  are  voluntary,  and  such  as  are  involun- 
tary? This,  we  think,  is  undeniable.  Accordingly,  we  are  not 
surprised  to  find  Dr.  McCosh  making  this  distinction.  Thus  he 
remarks,  (Divine  Government^  p.  310),  **  to  prefer  pleasure  to  pain, 
honor  to  disgrace,  society  to  solitude;  in  such  acts  as  these, 
whether  they  exist  in  the  shape  of  wish,  desire,  or  volition,  there 
is  nothing  morally  approvable,  or  the  opposite.  The  morality  in 
the  will  begins  at  the  place  at  which  conscience  interposes."  That 
is,  the  inward  preference  continued  against  the  prohibition  of  con- 
science, becomes  sinful.  He  allows  (p.  270)  that  there  may  be 
a  "collision  of  desires."  He  expressly  allows  (p.  311)  that  wish 
and  desire  are  not  sinful,  when  we  are  restrained  from  actually 
seeking  an  object  by  hatred  of  sin,  and  that  "  the  concupiscence 
of  evil  is  sinful  whenever  the  will  has  given  its  consent  to  its  rise 
or  continuance"  (p.  312,  note).  This  precise  statement  is  one  with 
which  we  fully  accord.  It  occurs  in  a  note,  in  which  Dr.  McCosh 
dissents  from  the  opinion  of  Chalmers,  who  confounds  sensibility 
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with  will.  "Concupiscence  of  evil"  is  desire;  and  if,  in  order  for 
it  to  be  sinfiil,  there  must  be  superadded  a  consent  of  the  will, 
then  desire  and  will  must  be  distinguished.  We  are  not  object- 
ing to  the  doctrine  of  the  Author  on  this  topic ;  we  merely  think 
that  hi«  terminology  is  capable  of  being  improved.  Dr.  McCosh 
rejects  £dwards's  definition  of  freedom,  as  the  power  to  do  as  we 
please.  He  holds  to  an  anterior  liberty  in  choosing,  such  as  is 
not  included  in  this  and  similar  definitions.  {Divine  Govemmefity 
p.  27l).  Dr.  McCosh  explicitly  affirms  the  power  of  contrary 
choice,  as  an  essential  characteristic  of  freedom.  '•The  will  is 
free.     In  saying  so,  I  mean  to  assert  not  merely  that  it  is  free  to 

act  as  it  pleases I  claim  for  it  an  anterior  and  higher 

power,  a  power  in  the  mind  to  choose,  and  token  it  chooses^  a  con- 
sciousness  that  it  might  choose  otherwise.  This  truth  is  revealed 
to  us  by  immediate  consciousness,  and  is  not  to  be  set  aside  by 
any  other  truth  whatever.  It  is  a  first  truth,  equal  to  the  highest, 
to  no  one  of  which  it  will  ever  yield."  {Intuitions,  <fcc.,  p.  266. 
The  italics  are  ours.)  How  is  the  will  determined  ?  Dr.  McCosh 
holds  that  "antecedent  circumstances  do  act  causally  on  the  will;" 
but  that  here  "  cause  operates  in  a  very  different  way  upon  the 
will  from  that  in  which  it  acts  in  other  departments  of  nature." 
How  cause  thus  operates,  without  infringing  in  the  least  on  the 
freedom  of  choice,  is  pronounced  an  insoluble  mystery.  {Ibid,,  pp. 
269,  270.)  These  statements  present  the  Author's  view  in  its 
ripest  form.  We  should  observe  that  all  the  statements  on  this 
subject  in  the  work  from  which  these  citations  are  drawn  are  more 
carefully  and  succinctly  made  than  in  "  The  Divine  Government." 
As  might  be  expected,  Dr.  McCosh  holds  that  all  sin,  and  all  holi- 
ness, are  voluntary.  They  involve  choice.  "Moral  Good  is  a 
quality  of  certain  actions  proceeding  from  Free  Will."  {I?ituitio?is, 
<fcc.,  p.  266.)  Sin  "  is  not  a  separate  entity,  like  a  plant  or  an  ani- 
mal, but  it  is  a  quality  of  certain  voluntary  acts.  It  always  re- 
sides in  some  mental  affection  or  act  in  which  there  is  the  exer- 
cise of  free  will.  The  guilt  of  sin  thus  always  lies  with  him  who 
commits  it."  {Ibid.,  pp.  260,  261.)  Numerous  passages,  equally 
definite,  of  the  same  purport,  might  be  extracted  if  we  had  room 
for  them.  It  is  merely  the  necessary  corollary  of  his  conception 
of  the  Will,  and  of  the  sources  and  conditions  of  responsibility. 
After  reading  these  and  the  like  propositions,  the  reader  will  be 
curious  to  learn  what  Dr.  McCosh  has  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
Original  Sin.    It  is  the  theme  of  an  elaborate  note  on  page  377 
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of  "  The  Divine  GovernmeDt"  The  Author  refers  with  deserved 
praise  to  Mdller's  treatise,  and  shows  the  inflaence  of  it  in  his  own 
remarks  and  reasonings.  He  does  not  profess  to  offer  any  theory 
to  explain  the  ori&rin  or  divine  permission  of  moral  evil.  ^'  As  to 
original  sin,"  he  adds,  "  it  should  ever  be  treated  as  a  fact  estab- 
lished, bat  shrouded  in  mystery.  Its  existence  can  be  argued  very 
immediately  from  moral  experience.  All  inquiries  into  actual  sin 
conduct  us  to  an  original  sin.  The  circumstance  that  all  persons 
sin  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  act  for  themselves  is  a  clear  proof  of 
the  existence  of  a  sinful  nature.  Man's  state  of  nature  is  much 
the  same  as  that  of  one  who  had  produced  a  sinful  state  of  will 
by  previous  sinful  acts.  This  prepares  us  to  believe,  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  Word  of  God,  in  a  relation  of  our  sinful  nature  to 
the  common  father  of  the  race — which  farther  fact,  however,  is  not 
fitted  to  remove  the  mystery.  All  inquiries  conduct  us,  too,  to  a 
slavery  of  the  will — a  fact  which  cannot  be  inconsistent  with  its 
essential  freedom."  The  moderation  and  sagacious  caution  of  the 
Author  are  strikingly  exhibited  in  these  lines,  and  throughout  the 
extended  note  from  which  they  are  taken.  He  holds  to  a  bond* 
age  of  the  will  to  evil  from  the  commencement  of  our  personal 
life ;  but  he  declines  to  oonunit  himself  to  any  specific  theory  as  to 
the  way  in  which  it  originates.  Were  all  theologians  of  "  the  Old 
Light  School "  as  circumspect  and  judicious  and  reserved  in  their 
deliverances  on  this  difScult  subject,  there  would  be  far  less  con- 
troversy, and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  would  encounter  fewer 
hindrances  in  the  way  of  its  success. 

Dr.  McCosh  adopts  a  governmental  theory  of  the  Atonemei)t. 
He  considers  it  a  •*  provision  for  vindicating  the  Divine  govern- 
ment, dishonored  by  the  rebellion  of  the  creature,  and  this  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  character  of  God."  (Divine  Oovernment^  p. 
474.)  •*  We  must  believe  that  God  hates  sin,  and  that  as  upholder 
of  the  law  and  Governor  of  the  world,  he  ought  to  punish  trans- 
gression." Sin  is  intrinsically  evil  and  ill-deserving ;  but  Christ 
has  so  glorified  God  on  earth,  in  the  presence  of  angels  and  men, 
that  sin  may  be  justly  and  safely  forgiven.  There  are  various 
forms  of  the  governmental  theory.  The  one  adopted  by  Dr. 
McCosh  differs  from  the  Grotian  hypothesis,  in  that  the  latter 
looks  merely  to  the  public  safety,  with  reference  to  the  prevention 
of  future  transgression;  while  the  former  takes  in  the  divine 
character,  as  requiring  satisfaction  or  a  public  testimonial  of  honor, 
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through  the  obedience  and  suffering  of  the  incarnate  substitute 
for  sinners. 

In  addition  to  the  four  volumes,  which  comprise  the  principal 
works  of  Dr.  McCosh,  the  Messrs.  Carter  have  published,  in  a 
pamphlet,  three  of  his  "Philosophical  Papers," — an  **  Examination 
of  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  Logic,"  a  "Reply  to  Mill's  Third  Edition," 
and  an  Article  on  the  "  Present  State  of  Moral  Philosophy  in 
Great  Britain."  His  timely  and  vigorous  little  work  on  the 
"  Natural  and  Supernatural,"  which  appeared  a  few  years  ago,  is 
not  included  in  the  present  edition  of  his  writings.  The  produc- 
tions of  Dr.  McCosh,  in  particular  the  "Divine  Government"  and 
the  "Intuitions  of  the  Mind,"  have  been  widely  read  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  have  been  highly  appreciated.  His  philosophical  doc- 
trines, as  well  as  his  recently  expressed  sentiments  upon  univer- 
sity education,  are  consonant  with  the  best  thought  of  New  Eng- 
land. We  trust  that  these  able  works — works  pervaded  through- 
out with  an  elevated  Christian  feeling — may  have  a  still  wider 
circulation  in  the  form  in  which  they  have  just  been  issued.  The 
themes  to  which  they  relate  are  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
the  character  of  the  discussions  is  worthy  of  the  themes. 

The  American  Edition  of  Smith's  "Dictionary  of  the 
Bible  : "  Professor  Hadley's  Article  on  the  Language  of 
THE  New  Testament.* — Among  the  original  articles  contributed 
to  the  new  edition  of  the  Bible  Dictionary  is  one  (in  Part  XV.) 
by  Professor  Hadley,  of  Yale  College,  on  the  language  of  the  New 
Testament.  The  well  known  learning  and  ability  of  the  Author, 
as  well  as  the  interest  that  belongs  to  the  theme,  will  render  the 
following  summary  of  the  contents  of  Professor  Hadley's  discus- 
sion acceptable  to  our  readers : 

The  subject  of  this  Article  is  the  much  debated  question, 
"  What  language  was  current  in  Palestine  during  the  first  cen- 
tury, and  was  used  in  the  discourses  and  conversations  reported 
in  the  New  Testament  ?  "  It  is  certain  that  the  ancient  Hebrew 
of  Moses,  David,  and  Isaiah  had  ceased  to  exist  as  a  popular  lan- 
guage. The  Hebrew  mentioned  in  several  New  Testament  pas 
sages  as  a  spoken  idiom,  is  shown  by  the  specimens  there  given  of 

*  American  Bdition  of  Br.  William  Smithes  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.  Revised 
and  Edited  by  Professor  H.  B.  Haokett,  D.  D.,  with  the  oooperation  of  Ezra 
Abbot,  A.  M.,  A.  A.  S.,  Assistant  Librarian  of  Harvard  University.  New  York : 
Hard  <b  Houghton.     1868. 
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it  to  have  been  the  Jewish-Aramaic  or  Chaldee.  It  was  mainly 
in  oonsequence  of  the  Babylonian  Captivity,  but  by  a  gradual  pro« 
cess  extending  over  several  generations,  that  this  dialect  sup- 
planted the  old  Hebrew.  That  it  was  in  constant  and  familiar 
use  among  the  Palestine  Jews  of  the  first  century,  is  proved  by  a 
variety  of  evidence : — by  the  statements  of  the  historian  Josephus ; 
— by  the  early  existence  in  that  country  of  a  Hebrew  (Aramaic) 
gospel  of  Matthew ; — perhaps  by  the  earliest  Targums,  or  Chaldee 
translations  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures,  though  these  may 
have  been  designed  rather  for  the  Jews  of  Upper  Asia ; — but,  most 
unequivocally,  by  testimonies  found  in  the  New  Testament  itself. 
Thus,  the  Apostle  Paul  used  it  in  addressing  the  multitude  at 
Jerusalem,  who  had  evidently  expected  to  hear  him  in  Greek,  and 
were  gratified  by  his  preference  of  their  native  idiom.  Our  Lord 
is  expressly  stated  to  have  used  it  in  a  number  of  instances.  Why 
these  alone  should  be  specified,  when  (as  is  probable)  he  used  it 
habitually,  is  a  question  which  admits  only  of  conjectural  answers. 
In  one  instance  ('^maiden,  arise**),  where  Mark  represents  him  as 
speaking  Aramaic,  Luke  merely  gives  the  Greek  sense  of  his  words, 
showing  that  in  other  cases  we  cannot  safely  hold  him  to  have 
spoken  Greek  because  he  is  not  said  to  have  spoken  Aramaic. 

The  Greek  was  introduced  into  Palestine,  as  well  as  other  coun- 
tries about  the  eastern  Mediterranean,  by  the  conquests  of  Alex- 
ander. For  a  long  time  the  land  was  subject  to  the  Macedonian 
princes  of  Egypt  and  Spain,  with  whom  Greek  was  the  language 
of  court  and  government,  used  in  public  documents,  in  laws  and 
proclamations,  and  in  the  administration  of  justice,  at  least  in  the 
higher  tribunals.  It  was  the  language  of  numerous  colonial  cities 
planted  in  all  countries  under  Macedonian  sway.  It  soon  became 
the  common  language  of  commercial  intercourse  between  these 
countries.  In  Palestine  there  were  Hellenizing  influences  of  a 
special  character.  The  Seleucid  rulers  of  Syria  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  force  Greek  culture  and  religion  on  the  subject  Jews. 
The  national  reaction  under  the  Maccabees,  brought  about  by  these 
efforts,  was  of  no  long  duration.  The  Romans,  when  they  became 
masters  of  the  country,  were  themselves  already  Hellenized  to  a 
great  extent :  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  Roman  administration 
of  state  and  justice  in  Palestine  was  conducted  in  Greek,  not 
Latin.  Of  Caesarea,  the  second  city  in  the  land,  and  of  many 
other  cities,  particularly  in  the  north  and  northeast,  we  know  that 
they  were  wholly  or  partly  occupied  by  Greeks.    The  Jews  who 
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migrated  in  large  numbers  into  other  lands,  acquired  the  Greek, 
while  they  generally  forgot  their  native  idiom.  Hence  the  first 
Bible-version — that  of  the  LXX.,  made  for  the  Jews  in  Egypt — 
was  made  in  Greek,  not  Aramaic.  These  Jews,  returning  to 
Palestine  at  the  national  festivals,  and  on  other  occasions,  would 
do  much  to  extend  the  use  of  Greek  in  their  own  land.  The  Hel- 
lenists, twice  mentioned  in  the  Acts,  were  probably  such  returned 
Jews,  who  were  distinguished  not  as  speaking  Greek  (for  most 
others  could  do  so),  but  as  speaking  only  Greek,  having  lost  the 
knowledge  of  Aramaic.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Sep- 
tuagint  version  was  extensively  used  in  Palestine.  It  is  a  signifi- 
cant fact  that  the  quotations  from  the  Old  Testament  made  in 
the  New  are  generally  given  in  the  language  of  the  Septuagint.  It 
is  probable  that  this  version  was  commonly  read  in  the  worship  of 
the  synagogue,  with  such  renderings  or  explanations  as  might  be 
required  in  Aramaic,  and  was  thus  made  familiar  to  the  ear  and 
mind  of  the  people.  Even  Josephus,  though  a  man  of  learning, 
makes  more  use  of  the  Septuagint  in  his  works  than  of  the  original 
Hebrew.  • 

The  extent  to  which  Greek  had  become  current  in  Palestine, 
is  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  multitude  in  Jerusalem,  whom 
Paul  addressed  in  Aramaic,  had  hushed  themselves  to  hear  him 
address  them  in  Greek.  It  is  apparent,  no  less,  from  the  style  of 
the  New  Testament  writers,  most  of  them  men  of  little  learning, 
who  yet  use  the  Greek  with  a  facility,  power,  and  copiousness  of 
expression,  as  if  accustomed  to  use  it  from  early  years.  Their 
Greek  had,  indeed,  come  down  to  them  from  persons  who  learned 
it  in  mature  life,  and  therefore  with  a  coloring  of  Aramaic,  which 
the  continued  use  of  the  Septuagint,  with  its  Hebraizing  idiom, 
had  a  tendency  to  perpetuate. 

The  conclusion  is  that  the  Palestine  Jews  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment period  were  to  a  great  extent  Bilingual,  having  the  Aramaic 
for  their  popular  idiom,  but  familiar  also  from  childhood  with  the 
Greek.  Among  other  cases  of  this  kind,  a  striking  one  is  pre- 
sented by  the  modern  Nestorians,  who  have  for  their  vernacular 
tongue  a  dialect  of  the  Syriao,  but  are  all  able  to  speak  fluently 
the  languages  of  the  Turks  or  Koords  among  whom  they  live. 

Which  language,  Greek  or  Aramaic,  the  speakers  of  the  New 
Testament  used  in  particular  instances,  is  not  generally  stated.  It 
may  often  be  conjectured  with  more  or  less  probability.  We  can- 
not safely  assume,  with  a  recent  writer,  that  in  every  discourse 
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which  contains  an  Old  Testament  passage  cited  in  the  words  of 
the  Septuagint,  Greek  mast  have  been  the  original  language.  But 
we  may  presume  that  addresses  m^de  to  Roman  magistrates  or 
other  non- Jewish  auditors,  or  to  Jewish  audiences  outside  of 
Palestine,  were  made  in  Greek.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  we  may 
reasonably  suppose  that  the  familiar  utterances  of  our  Lord  to  his 
disciples  and  friends  were  spoken  in  Aramaia  It  does  not  appear 
from  the  New  Testament  history  that  either  our  Lord  or  his  apos- 
tles, in  their  public  teachings,  made  use  of  any  other  languages  than 
these. 

These  are  the  leading  points  of  the  Article,  which  concludes  with 
a  brief  account  of  the  literature  of  the  subject 

The  Antk-Nicene  Fathebs:  The  Wkitings  of  Oeigen.* — 
The  publishers  of  the  new  translations  of  the  patristic  literature  of 
the  first  three  centuries  include  in  their  late  issues  Irenaeus,  Hip- 
polytus,  the  first  volume  of  Cyprian,  and  one  volume  of  Origen. 
The  prospectus  did  not  promise  a  complete  translation  of  Origen's 
writing,  but  we  trust  that  the  patronage  extended  to  the  series 
will  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  publishers  to  make  it  comprise 
everything  prior  to  the  Council  of  Nicaaa.  The  present  volume 
of  Origen  includes  the  treatise  "  De  Principiis,"  and  Book  L  of  the 
work  against  Celsus.  The  former,  the  first  system  of  divinity 
which  was  produced  in  the  Church,  exists  only  in  the  Latin  ver- 
sion of  Rufinus,  and  the  value  of  it  to  us  is  very  much  lessened  by 
the  liberties  which  that  translator  took  with  the  original.  The 
title  signifies  the  beginnings  or  foundation — not  of  doctrine — but 
of  things.  The  Trinity  is  a  leading  topic,  since  the  aim  is  to  un- 
fold the  metaphysics  which  Christianity  reveals.  The  work  against 
Celsus  is  the  ablest  of  all  the  apologetic  treatises  which  have  come 
down  to  us.  It  exhibits  the  mature  views  of  its  author,  for  it  was 
written  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  It  offers  an  instructive  pic- 
ture of  the  controversy  that  was  going  on  between  the  assailants 
of  Christianity  and  its  friends,  with  a  fair  view  of  the  arguments 
on  both  sides.  The  references  to  Celsus  are  so  numerous  that  we 
can  form  a  good  idea  of  the  character  and  contents  of  his  work.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Commentaries  of  Origen — at  least  those 
on  Matthew  and  John — may  be  added  to  the  treatises,  of  which 

*  The  AtUe-Nictm  Ohriitian  lAhraty:  TranslatioDS  of  the  WritingB  of  the 
Fftthen,  down  to  A.  D.  325.  Edinburgh:  T.  A  T.  Clark.  1869.  New  York : 
Charles  Soribner  A  Co.,  654  Broadway. 
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we  have  here  the  first  inBtallmeDt.  Theae  exist  in  the  Greek, 
and  hence  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  as  to  whether  we  have  the 
thoughts  of  Origen,  or  the  thoughts  deemed  advisable  to  substitute 
for  thein. 

Thayer's  Revised  Translation  op  Winer's  New  Testament 
Grammar.* — ^This  admirably  printed  volume  is  the  fulfillment  of 
a  promise  which  was  given  to  the  public  three  years  ago.  It  was 
then  announced  that  Professor  Thayer,  who  had  recently  entered 
upon  his  duties  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  was 
about  to  prepare  a  revised  translation  of  Winer's  Grammar.  So 
much  time  had  elapsed  without  the  appearance  of  the  work,  that 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter,  and  yet  were  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  facts  of  the  case,  were  beginning,  at  length,  to  fear 
that  the  undertaking  had  been  abandoned.  But,  early  in  the 
present  year,  these  apprehensions  were  set  aside  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  book,  and  an  explanation  of  the  long  delay  was  given, 
which  will  prove  very  satisfactory  to  all  who  have  desired  its 
appearance.  The  translator's  preface  informs  us  that  after  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  work  had  been  finished,  and  three 
hundred  pages  or  more  had  been  stereotyped,  the  plans  which  had 
been  formed  were  largely  modified  by  the  publication  of  the 
seventh  edition  of  the  Grammar  in  Germany.  With  a  determina- 
tion to  make  the  work  as  valuable  as  possible,  the  translator  re- 
solved to  revise  the  whole  in  connection  with  this  latest  edition. 
He  accordingly  retraced  his  steps  to  a  considerable  degree,  and 
prepared  his  translation  in  conformity  with  his  modified  plan. 
The  result  is,  that  we  have  before  us,  in  our  own  language,  **  a  re- 
production of  the  original  work,"  in  its  most  perfect  form,  and 
with  its  author's  latest  additions  and  improvements.  The  wisdom, 
as  well  as  the  appreciation  of  the  interests  of  students  of  the  New 
Testament,  which  Professor  Thayer  has  displayed  in  adopting  this 
course  at  the  cost  of  long  delay  and  largely  increased  labor, 
entitle  him  to  the  favorable  regard  of  the  public. 

The  present  work,   as  the  translator  informs  his   readers,   is 

*  A  Orammar  of  the  Idiom  of  the  Ifew  Tettament ;  Prepared  at  a  Solid  Basis 
for  the  loterpretatioD  of  the  New  Testament.  By  Dr.  Gboeor  Benedict  Winkh. 
Seventh  Edition,  Enlarged  and  Improved.  By  Dr.  Gk>TTUBB  Luknemann,  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  at  the  University  of  Gdttingen.  Revised  Translation.  By 
Prof.  J.  HsHKT  Thatsr,  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary.  Andover :  Warren 
F.  Draper.     1869.    Svo.    pp.  718. 
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foanded  upon  and  is  substantially  a  revision  of  the  translation  by 
Professor  Edward  Masson,  which  appeared  aboat  ten  years  ago. 
This  translation  was  made  from  the  sixth  edition  of  the  original. 
It  was  more  valuable,  on  this  account,  than  the  translations  of 
previous  editions  at  an  earlier  date,  but,  as  is  well  known,  it  was 
so  marred  by  mistakes  as  to  make  it  an  unsatisfactory  work.  A 
thorough  and  careful  comparison  of  it  with  the  German  work  and 
the  preparation  of  a  new  American  translation  were  much  to  be 
desired.  The  labor  necessary  to  this  end,  together  with  the  ex- 
amination of  the  more  recent  German  edition  which  was  published 
some  seven  years  after  Professor  Masson^s  volume  appeared,  is 
what  Professor  Thayer  has  taken  upon  himself.  It  is  just  to  him 
to  say,  that  his  work  has  been  well  performed.  So  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  examine  the  two  volumes,  we  find  that  he  has  avoid- 
ed or  corrected  the  errors  of  Masson's  translation.  We  do  not 
doubt  that  the  old  volume  will  be  entirely  superseded  by  the  new 
one. 

The  New  Testament  Grammar  of  Winer  is  too  well  known  and 
too  highly  esteemed  to  require  any  statement  respecting  it  at  this 
time.  It  has  been,  to  say  the  least,  one  of  the  great  works  which, 
within  the  past  fifty  years,  have  done  so  much  to  advance  the  pro- 
gress of  the  study  of  the  New  Testament  language.  The  change 
which  has  so  largely  done  away  with  the  old  and  unreasonable 
ideas  in  regard  to  that  language,  and  which  has  introduced  a 
more  scholarly  method  of  study  and  a  more  sound  and  sensible 
style  of  interpretation,  is,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  due  to  the 
labors  of  this  celebrated  man.  He  and  his  fellow-laborers  in  the 
same  or  kindred  departments  have  put  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
reading  into  the  Sacred  Text  what  is  derived  from  mere  preconceiv- 
ed theological  notions,  or  from  erroneous  views  which  are  made 
the  basis  of  all  interpretation.  At  least,  they  have  accomplished 
this  result,  except  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  altogether  unschol- 
arly,  or  those  who  have  such  doctrines  to  defend  as,  with  a  fair  in- 
terpretation, are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Scriptures.  And  the  pro- 
gress of  a  few  more  years  will  see  even  these  persons  diminishing 
in  numbers  and  gradually  passing  away.  We  are  glad  to  have 
the  works  of  these  scholars  made  accessible  to  American  students 
and  ministers.  We  hope  that,  under  their  influence,  our  ministers 
will  become  more  and  more  learned  men,  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word,  and  that  they  will  enter  more  and  more  fully  into  a  true  and 
thorough  Biblical  scholarship 
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Professor  Thayer's  translation,  in  addition  to  its  greater  accn- 
racy  and  more  faithfal  presentation  of  the  original  work,  is  made 
very  useful  by  its  more  perfect  index  of  the  passages  in  the  New 
Testament  which  are  referred  to  in  the  volume.  In  this  respect, 
the  former  translation,  of  which  we  have  spoken,  is  incomparably 
inferior.  The  designation  of  the  pages  of  the  sixth  and  seventh 
German  editions,  in  the  margins  of  the  pages  of  this  volume,  will 
prove  quite  valuable  to  those  who  have  occasion  to  use  German 
commentaries,  but  have  not  the  Grammar  in  German.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  labor  will,  frequently,  be  saved  for  the  student 
by  this  happy  expedient  of  the  translator.  There  are,  comparatively 
speaking,  few  opportunities  for  a  person  to  make  himself  promi- 
nent, who  simply  tries  to  present  in  his  own  native  language  the 
thoughts  and  ideas  of  a  foreign  author.  Professor  Thayer  has  been 
careftil  to  avoid  even  these  opportunities,  and  to  hide  himself  as 
much  as  possible  behind  the  work  which  he  has  done.  But  we 
believe  that  he  may  take  the  full  satisfaction  of  having  rendered  a 
good  service  to  those  engaged  in  the  studies  belonging  to  his  own 
department,  and  we  feel  sure  that  his  efforts  will  be  appreciated  by 
many  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

Ewer's  Sermons  on  the  Failure  of  Protestantism.* — The 
Sermons  contained  in  this  volume  are  a  series  of  discourses  which 
the  author  preached,  a  few  months  since,  before  the  congregation 
worshiping  in  his  own  church.  They  have  attracted  a  larger 
share  of  the  public  attention  than  they  deserve,  if  they  are  to  be 
judged  either  by  their  merits  as  sermons  or  by  the  importance  of 
the  things  which  they  say.  As  literary  performances  they  com- 
pare favorably  with  many  of  the  discourses  of  the  author's  com- 
peers in  the  Anglican  Catholic  Church,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it. 
But  they  are,  certainly,  not  very  remarkable  specimens  of  pulpit 
eloquence.  As  for  the  statements  which  they  make,  and  the  pic- 
ture of  the  present  and  the  future  which  they  give,  we  do  not 
suppose  that  they  are  particularly  alarming  to  anybody  among 
*  the  sects."  But  they  assert  that  Protestantism  has  proved  a 
failure ;  and,  for  this  reason,  a  considerable  number  of  persons  of 
more  or  less  prominence  have  felt  called  upon  to  reply  to  them. 
This  is  a  thing  naturally  to  be  expected.     A  person  who  should 

*  SermonM  an  the  Failure  of  ProteBtantimi^  and  on  CatkolicHy,  By  the  Rev^ 
Ferdinand  C.  Ewkr,  S.  T.  D.,  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  New  York.  New  Tork  : 
D.  Appleton  d  Co.     1S69.     12mo.  pp.  168. 
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take  an  opportnoity  afforded  him  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on 
American  liberty,  and  should  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  has  proved  itself  to  be  a 
complete  failure,  would,  doubtless,  suddenly  find  his  name  in  the 
public  papers,  and  would  call  forth  lectures  and  argumentations 
on  the  other  side.  But  the  great  mass  of  thinking  men  would  not 
be  very  much  disturbed  by  his  assertions,  or  frightened  by  his 
solemn  warnings.  And  as  for  the  great  Declaration,  we  have 
confidence  that  it  would  survive  his  lectures  without  any  percep- 
tible diminution  of  its  vigor  and  life.  In  the  controversy  between 
Protestantism  and  Dr.  Ewer,  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  re- 
sult should  prove  to  be  somewhat  similar,  and  if  the  failure  were 
to  be  with  the  Reverend  gentleman  rather  than  with  what  he 
considers  a  great  heresy. 

The  author  makes  two  points  against  Protestantism,  as  show- 
ing that  it  has  evidently  and  disastrously  failed.  The  first  is,  that 
it  has  failed  to  reach  the  masses ;  the  second,  that  it  has  failed  to 
preserve  Christianity  on  earth,  or  has  tended  toward  infidelity. 
The  first  evil — that  in  respect  to  reaching  the  masses — is  exhibit- 
ed in  the  pew-system  and  the  absence  of  ^*  sisterhoods,"  as  matters 
connected  with  the  practical  arrangements  of  the  church,  and  in 
the  want  of  attractiveness  for  several  classes  of  men,  as,  for  ex- 
ample, those  who  desire  a  positive  faith,  and  the  want  of  provision 
for  the  squalid  and  meaner  portions  of  the  population.  The  second 
is  seen  in  the  dreadful  condition  of  those  countries,  such  as  Ger- 
many and  New  England,  where  Protestantism  has  had  its  largest 
influence.  On  this  latter  evil  he  is,  if  possible,  more  decisive  than 
on  the  former.  The  descending  scale,  along  which  the  adherents 
of  *'  the  sects  "  pass,  with  fearful  rapidity,  is  presented  with  a  kind 
of  prophetic  fervor.  The  worthy  grandfather  of  a  family  in  New 
England,  or  any  other  Protestant  region,  lived  his  simple  life  as  a 
Calvinistic  Presbyterian  (so  Dr.  Ewer  represents  the  matter),  but, 
unfortunately,  with  his  Presbyterianisra  he  had  a  tendency  toward 
private  judgment  and  discussion.  The  terrible  result  of  such  a 
tendency  in  the  good  and  godly  man  did  not  wait  lonu^  before  its 
evil  influence  began  to  work.  The  father  of  the  family — alas  I 
that  the  degeneracy  is  so  great  in  a  single  generation — becomes  a 
Congregationalist.  And  he  discusses  and  "privately  judges"  more 
than  his  father  did.  No  wonder  that  the  evil  develops  more 
rapidly  as  it  passes  on  to  his  son,  who  becomes  a  Unitarian,  and 
to  his  grandson,  who  ends  the  history  in  Parkerism  and  infidelity. 
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All  this  is  as  natural  as  it  is  appalling.  It  is  seen  everywhere 
where  Protestantism  has  found  a  home,  and  it  is  seen  because 
Protestantism  has  no  real  ground  to  stand  upon,  and,  therefore, 
must  gradually  disappear.  The  proof  of  this  downward  tendency 
is  given  in  the  presentation  of  the  horrible  condition  of  infidelity 
in  New  England,  where  the  author  seems  to  think  that  vital  god- 
liness is  rapidly  passing  away.  In  those  districts  where  revivals 
have  been  most  frequent,  he  thinks  the  evil  is  worse  than  in  other 
places.  Such  districts  are  spiritually  burned  over,  as  it  were,  and 
are  "nigh  unto  cursing."  Even  Yale  College— in  regard  to  which 
he  remarks,  that  he  believes  it  to  have  been  founded  on  account 
of  the  Unitarianism  of  Harvard — displays  in  its  history  the  work- 
ing of  the  same  great  law  of  decay.  President  Clap  "  publicly  ac- 
knowledged not  only  the  Westminster  Catechism  and  Confession 
of  Faith  and  the  Saybrook  Platform,  but  also  the  Apostles',  Nieene, 
and  Athanasian  Creeds  as  agreeing  with  the  word  of  God.'' 
President  Stiles  would  not  assent  to  anything  but  the  Saybrook 
Platform.  This  last  mentioned  test  of  faith  *•  was  abrogated  in 
1822,"  and  thus  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  College  **  which  began 
with  full,  definite,  established  formulas  of  Faith  has  ended,  in  this 
respect,  in  nothing."  These  are  but  illustrations,  of  course,  drawn 
from  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  author^s  residence,  but 
they  are  illustrations  of  a  universal  fact.  New  England  seems  to 
be  a  favorite  place  for  all  persons  to  refer  to,  who  wish  to  depict 
the  evils  resulting  from  free  thought.  And  we  are  not  surprised 
that  it  is  so,  for  we  have  had  freedom  of  thought  in  its  largest  ex- 
tent here,  and,  of  course,  have  had  its  accompanying  dangerous 
tendencies.  But  when  a  worthy  Episcopal  minister  of  the  more 
sacerdotal  order,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  begins  to  deplore  in 
public  the  want  of  piety  and  religious  life  in  New  England,  we 
feel  somewhat  as  we  did,  in  former  days,  when  Southern  statesmen 
discoursed  upon  the  wild,  excessive  liberty  of  New  England,  or  as 
we  do  occasionally,  even  now,  when  theologians  of  the  Princeton 
stripe  bewail  the  rationalism  of  new-school  theology.  It  is  a 
mysterious  ordering  of  Providence  that  there  are  always  some  men 
in  the  world  who  want  to  go  back  to  the  dark  ages,  and  who  are 
filled  with  alarm  when  ordinary  human  beings  begin  to  think. 
But  it  is  no  strange  thing,  when  such  men  exist,  that  they  regard 
everything  that  moves  in  the  line  of  thought  as  a  failure  We  do 
not  know  that  Dr.  Ewer  is  a  man  of  this  order,  but  his  recent  ut- 
terances, and  those  of  his  friend,  Dr.  Morgan  Dix — who  thinks 
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that  Martin  Luther,  by  advocating  private  judgment  in  respect  to 
the  Bible,  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  errors  and  infidelity  and 
rationaliflm  of  the  present  day,  and  therefore  that  private  judg- 
ment should  not  be  tolerated — are  utterances  which  belong  to  men 
of  this  order.  They  are  utterances  which  will  be  reSchoed,  no 
doubt,  in  another  generation  by  men  of  the  same  class  who  may 
follow  them,  but  they  will,  probably,  have  little  influence  on  the 
progress  of  the  world.  The  Protestant  element,  which  has,  after 
so  many  struggles  and  trials,  found  a  £rm  place  among  mankind, 
is  a  thing  which  the  race  will  not  be  likely  to  give  up.  Revolutions 
do  not  go  backward,  however  much  lamentation  there  is  over 
their  going  forward.  We  are  not  aware  that  piety  is  much  dimin- 
ished now  beyond  what  it  was  before  Martin  Luther  began  his 
work. 

Dr.  Ewer  has  a  very  admirable  way  of  conducting  his  argument, 
so  far  as  the  interests  of  his  own  side  are  concerned.  If  any  oub 
attempts  to  answer  what  he  says,  by  showing  that  the  Catholic 
branches  of  the  Church  have  failed  as  badly,  or  even  worse  than 
Protestantism,  Dr.  Ewer  replies  by  saying  that  this  is  not  the 
question.  The  question  is  in  regard  to  Protestantism  only.  But, 
if  this  "  great  heresy  "  has  succeeded  as  well,  or  even  better  than 
Catholicism,  (whether  Anglican,  Roman,  or  Greek),  in  reforming, 
elevating,  and  Christianizing  the  world,  it  seems  to  us  that  Dr. 
Ewer^s  conclusions  prove  to  be  somewhat  unfounded.  The  Lord, 
surely,  has  not  left  the  world  altogether  without  the  light  of  truth. 
If,  however,  he  has  not  thus  left  it,  the  light  of  truth  must  be  in 
that  system  which  is  doing  the  most  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
mankind.  Supposing,  now,  we  can  show  that — with  all  its  failures 
to  accomplish  everything  that  could  be  desired — Protestantism  is 
more  successful,  and  has  always  been  more  successful  than  the  Catho- 
lic system,  the  charges  and  solemn  declarations  which  these  sermons 
contain  lose  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  their  force.  It  is  perfectly 
proper,  therefore,  to  bring  this  comparison  of  the  two  systems  into 
the  discussion.  But  Dr.  Ewer  has  hit  upon  another  happy  method 
of  escaping  the  force  of  what  his  adversaries  say.  In  case  they 
prove  a  failure  in  any  one  of  the  three  branches  of  the  great  Catholic 
Church,  he  immediately  replies  that  this  amounts  to  nothing,  for 
these  failures  are  owing  to  the  additional  elements — outside  of 
simple  Catholicism — which  these  branches  have  adopted,  and  which 
make  them  Anglican,  Roman,  or  Greek.  Of  course,  under  such 
circumstances,  the  controversy  is  wholly  in  his  own  hands.    As 
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there  is  no  Catholicism  pure  and  simple,  the  advocate  of  Protest- 
antism cannot  say  that  it  fails  to  reach  the  masses,  or  tends  to- 
wards infidelity.  He  can  only  say  this  of  one  after  another  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  Church,  all  of  which  have  their  Catholicism 
mixed  with  foreign  elements.  But,  if  all  the  Catholicism  which 
we  have  had  any  experience  of  is  that  in  the  mixed  and  adulter- 
ated forms,  our  only  possibility  of  judging  is  to  confine  ourselves 
to  these  forms.  We  can  show  that  the  Anglican  Catholic  Church, 
for  example,  does  not  reach  the  masses  any  more  successfully — or 
even  as  much  so — as  the  **  sects"  do.  Everybody  knows  this,  and 
Dr.  Ewer  does  not  seem  to  deny  it  altogether.  We  can,  also, 
show  that,  while  the  Roman  and  Greek  branches  of  the  Catholic 
Church  succeed  in  influencing  the  masses,  they  signally  fail  in 
Christianizing  them.  But  we  cannot  show  that  the  unadulterated 
Catholicism,  of  which  Dr.  Ewer  speaks,  has  failed,  and  he  cannot 
show  that  it  has  not  failed,  for  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  world. 
The  question,  in  this  light,  becomes  simply  a  question  as  to  which 
of  the  two  systems,  which  he  describes  as  the  Catholic  and  the 
Protestant,  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  and  principles 
which  the  Lord  gave  to  his  disciples.  Is  that  system  '*  which 
founds  everything  on  the  Bible,"  or  that  system  "which  rests 
everything  upon  the  Church*'  the  true  system?  Which  of  the 
two  is  in  accordance  with  the  mind  of  Christ  ?  This  is  the  ques- 
tion on  which  the  whole  controversy  turns.  But  if  so.  Dr.  Ewer's 
sermons  might  better  have  dwelt  upon  that  question.  Instead  of 
this,  he  charges  Protestantism  with  being  a  failure,  and  laboriously 
attempts  to  prove  the  charge.  We  reply  that  it  has,  beyond  ques- 
tion, failed  in  a  measure — nothing  in  this  world  is  perfect  or  per- 
fectly successful — but  it  has  succeeded  better  than  any  branch  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  This  has  no  bearing  upon  the  matter,  he 
answers,  for  these  branches  are  not  the  Catholic  Church  pure  and 
simple.  There  is  no  Catholic  Church  pure  and  simple,  we  reply ; 
and  if  the  distinguished  Doctor  hides  himself,  in  case  of  every  as- 
sault, behind  the  Anglicanism,  the  Romanism,  and  the  Greek 
element,  we  can  carry  the  argument  no  farther  on  this  line.  We 
can  only  say  that  the  Catholic  system  is,  historically,  in  these 
formsy  and  that,  if  we  are  to  compare  it  with  Protestantism  at  all 
during  the  past  three  hundred  years,  we  must  compare  it  as  mani- 
fested in  one  of  these  three  forms.  Whether  the  Catholic  system 
in  any  other  form,  or  in  an  unadulterated  form,  would  have  suc- 
ceeded any  better,  is  a  thing  on  which  Dr.  Ewer  may  hold  one 
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opinion  and  hifl  neighbor  may  hold  another ;  and  the  one  opinion 
is  as  ^ood  as  the  other,  nntil  it  is  decided  on  independent  evidence 
which  is  Christ's  own  system.  \\  e  think,  however,  that  if  Dr. 
Ewer  makes  the  distinctive  pecnliarity  of  pnre  Catholicism  to  be 
"  the  resting  of  everything  upon  the  Chnrch,"  the  world  will  not 
agree  with  him  in  feeling  that  this  idea  or  principle  has  been  very 
favorable  to  the  highest  growth  of  piety  and  the  widest  extension 
of  pure  Christianity  in  the  ages  past. 

Dr.  Ewer  regards  Protestantism  as  the  second  of  the  three  great 
heresies  of  the  world's  history.  The  first  was  Arianism,  and  the 
third  is,  and  is  to  be,  modem  **Criticism"  as  represented  by  Strauss, 
R6nan,  and  Colenso.  He  seems  to  think  that  the  third  is  the  last 
one  which  is  to  be  anticipated.  There  have  been  indeed,  and  may 
be  many  other  minor  heresies,  which  "  strike  at  the  superstructure 
and  pinnacles  of  Christianity,"  but  these  are  "  the  monstrous  forms 
of  the  brood  which  strike  at  her  very  foundations."  Arianism 
assailed  the  Church,  as  the  mystical  body  of  Christ,  by  attempting 
to  destroy  the  God-man  within  her.  Protestantism  set  the  Church 
and  the  Bible  in  antagonism  with  each  other.  Criticism  directly 
attacks  the  Bible.  It  is  a  somewhat  striking  fact,  that  the  third 
great  heresy,  which  now  begins  to  manifest  itself,  has  among  its 
three  leaders  one  from  the  Roman  branch  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  one  from  the  Anglican ;  but  the  author,  apparently,  does  not 
notice  this.  It  leads  us,  however,  to  ask  where,  in  Protestant 
countries,  the  tendency  towards  infidelity  is  greater  or  more  uni- 
versal than  in  Catholic  France  for  example,  and  to  inquire,  in  regard 
to  the  Anglican  Catholic  body  in  England,  how  it  happens  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  men  within  its  limits  whose  minds  are  waked 
uj>  to  thought  or  scholarship  are  falling  into  "modern  criticism"  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  Either  the  Catholic  cannot  be  so  much 
better  than  the  Protestant  system  after  all,  or  the  Anglican  and 
Roman  elements  must  have  so  overwhelmed  and  buried  the 
Catholic  element  that  the  latter  has  lost  its  influence,  and  is 
scarcely  discoverable  any  longer.  The  fact  is,  that  all  this  lamen- 
tation over  Protestant  thinking  is  a  relic  of  the  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious ages  of  the  world.  God  made  men  with  minds,  and 
he  meant  to  have  them  think  for  themselves.  If  he  had  not  meant 
this,  he  would  not  have  made  them  as  he  did.  They  may  think 
wrongly  because  they  have  the  power  to  think  at  all,  and  so  they 
may  act  wrongly  because  they  have  freedom  of  moral  action. 
Every  power  involves  the  possibility  of  its  abuse,  but  this  does 
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not  prove  that  it  is  better  or  more  religious  to  be  without  the 
power.  We  grow  into  all  that  is  good  and  into  fitness  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  as  intelligent  and  thinking  beings^  and  a  man 
who  is  afraid  of  or  bewails  thinking,  is  afraid  of  or  bewails  the 
human  constitution  which  came  from  God  himself 

We  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  our  space  already  in  our  notice 
of  this  volume,  and  we  will  only  add,  in  closing,  that  the  chief 
thing,  in  our  judgment,  which  is  to  be  apprehended  in  regard  to 
the  book,  is,  that  the  notoriety  which  it  has  gained,  and  the  cause 
of  which  we  have  explained  already,  may  be  mistaken  by  its 
author  for  a  public  conviction  of  the  truth  or  importance  of  what 
it  says. 

President  Dodge's  Evidences  op  Ohristianity  *  is  a  com- 
pactly stated  and  vigorously  written  argument,  somewhat  rhetori- 
cally expressed,  but  on  the  whole  very  effectively  managed.  The 
author  has  treated  of  a  great  variety  of  well-chosen  topics,  and 
has  not  at  all  overlooked  the  most  recent  philosophical  and  critical 
objections  to  the  Christian  system,  and  the  writings  in  which  its 
history  and  doctrines  are  to  be  found.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
when  the  lectures  were  delivered  they  must  have  been  very  power- 
ful in  their  impression  upon  their  hearers,  and  believe  that,  as  a 
text-book  for  colleges  and  higher  seminaries,  it  is  well  worth  a 
trial. 

The  American  Church  REGisTER.f — We  may  safely  venture 
the  prediction  that  few  of  the  works  which  we  have  had  occasion 
to  commend  in  the  New  Englander,  will  have  a  longer  vitality,  or 
receive  more  ample  annotations,  or  be  more  permanently  useful 
than  The  American  Church  Hegister,  prepared  by  the  Rev. 
Daniel  P.  Noyes,  Secretary  of  Home  Evangelization  in  Massa- 
ohnsetts. 

That  the  value  of  full  and  accurate  church  rolls  was  recognized 
by  our  ancestors,  is  attested  by  the  archives  of  many  parishes  in 
which  manuscripts,  upwards  of  two  centuries  old,  with  lists  of 
baptized  persons   and  of  church  members,  are  still  preserved. 

*  The  Evidencet  of  Chri%imniiy,  with  an  Introdnction  on  the  Existence  of 
God  and  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul.  By  Ebknbzbr  Dodge,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Madison  University.    Boston :  Gould  A  Lincoln.     1869. 

t  The  American  Church  Regieter :  Adapted  to  Churches  of  Various  Denomi- 
nations.    Nichols  A  Noyes,  Publishers,  117  Washington  street,  Boston. 
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Miscellaneoas  and  ud methodical  as  some  of  these  records  are,  they 
are  fruitfdl  in  suggestions  and  helpful  in  the  researches  of  all  who 
like  to  enquire  concerning  the  old  paths.  Nor  is  this  merely  a 
matter  of  curious  lore,  for  the  successful  tracing  of  genealogical 
lines,  the  attestation  of  maniages,  the  procuring  of  pensions,  and 
the  maintenance  of  one's  right  to  an  inheritance  depend  not  infre- 
quently upon  the  fidelity  with  which  parochial  records  have  been 
made,  and  the  care  taken  in  their  preservation. 

The  pastor  of  a  church  is,  by  training  and  by  office,  the  proper 
person  to  record  the  various  changes  and  results  which  come 
under  his  observation.  No  individual  needs  more  than  he  to 
know  the  condition  of  every  family  and  the  standing  of  every 
person  under  his  pastoral  oversight.  Uis  own  memoranda,  scat- 
tered through  numerous  diaries  and  private  record  books,  are 
helpful  to  him  beyond  measure,  and  show,  as  the  years  roll  on, 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  great  work  for  which  church- 
es are  established  and  maintained.  But,  alas  1  for  the  new  man 
who,  coming  to  a  large  church,  finds  no  foil  list  of  his  parishion- 
ers, no  well  posted  rolls  of  church  members  and  their  baptized 
children,  no  guide  but  the  uncertain  memories  of  the  oldest  in- 
habitant, by  which  to  identify  names  and  persons,  and  to  get  trace 
oi  wanderers  and  absentees. 

Mr.  Noyes's  Register  is  admirably  prepared.  It  provides  a 
place  for  everything  pertaining  to  the  church  history,  and  thus  in- 
vites the  registrar  to  make  his  entries  full  and  accurate.  At  one 
opening,  the  names  of  all  the  pastors  are  presented  to  the  eye, 
with  details  concerning  their  nativity,  education,  oontinuance  in 
office,  <fec.  At  another  opening,  the  names  of  the  succession  of 
deacons  appear.  Places  are  provided,  also,  with  appropriate 
printed  headings  for  names  of  various  committees.  Sabbath  School 
Superintendents,  and  other  persons  having  charge  of  distinct 
departments  of  Christian  activity,  whether  they  hold  office  by 
church  appointment  or  not.  The  roll  of  communicants  gives 
ample  space  for  recording  the  date  and  manner  of  admission,  and 
the  date  and  mode  of  removal,  together  with  those  changes  of 
name  by  marriage  which  are  sometimes  so  embarrassing  in  deter- 
ming  the  identity  of  persons.  Every  name  being  numbered,  also, 
it  is  very  easy  by  cross-references  to  mark  relationships,  filial,  fra- 
ternal, <fec. 

The  roll  of  persons  baptized  suggests  that  the  children  of  the 
covenant  ought  to  be  under  the  eye  of  the  church,  and  invites  the 
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recorder  to  trace  out  the  hifltory  of  those  to  whom   a  special 
promise  is  ad(1^eH^e4i. 

Full  provision  is  also  made  for  the  record  of  marriages  and 
deaths,  for  noting  the  attendance  on  pnhlic  worship,  and  for  pre- 
serving the  account  of  benevolent  contributions  from  year  to  year. 
Appended  to  the  Church  Register,  though  not  always  bound  up 
with  it,  is  another  no  less  valuable  Regiater  of  Familiea  andlndi- 
viduaU^  in  which  is  to  be  enteied  the  name  of  every  person  who 
properly  comes  under  the  care  of  the  church  and  pastor;  the 
ruling  being  adapted  to  households  large  and  small,  and  showing 
at  a  glance  the  number  of  persons  in  each  &mily9  their  ages,  and 
their  relation  to  the  church  of  Christ.  However  formidable  the 
task  of  iiiling  the  blank  pages  of  this  part  of  the  work  may 
appear,  we  are  sure  that  it  will  repay  the  care  spent  upon  it ;  and 
when  the  enrollment  is  once  completed,  it  will  be  comparatively 
easy  to  make  the  corrections  and  additions  which  every  month  re- 
quires. The  writer  of  thb  notice  has  exclaimed  over  and  over 
again,  *^  O  that  my  predecessors  had  written  a  book  I"  and  we  do 
not  KHOW  how  any  pastor  can  better  help  those  who  are  to  come 
after  him  and  build  on  his  foundation,  than  by  leaving  such  a  de- 
scription of  the  work  in  its  progress  as  to  show  his  successor  of 
whom  and  what  the  parish  consists. 

This  Register  is  prepared  in  different  styles  to  suit  churches  of 
different  sizes,  its  various  departments  being  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  communicants.  We  have  not  been  in  haste  to  bestow 
our  praise  upon  this  work,  but  after  putting  it  to  actual  service 
and  copying  into  it  nearly  a  thousand  names  and  dates,  in  one  de- 
partment and  another,  we  are  glad  to  say  that  our  first  impressions 
of  its  convenience  and  usefulness  are  iully  met ;  and  we  speak  in 
the  interest  of  the  churches  when  we  advise  every  one  having 
charge  of  this  matter  of  church  statistics,  to  procure,  examine, 
and  adopt  a  work  which  we  so  highly  approve.  We  do  not  know 
of  anything  of  the  kind  so  well  adapted  to  the  churches  of  the 
Congregational  order. 

We  think  Mr.  Noyes  would  do  well  to  supplement  this  work  by 
a  private  register  for  ministers,  duplicating  some  pages  of  this 
volume,  but  giving  room  for  lists  of  sermons,  and  details  of  labor 
and  results,  which  are  personal  rather  than  parochial,  and  of  which 
every  minister  needs  to  preserve  some  record. 
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The  Office  and  Wobk  of  the  Christian  Ministry. — We 
are  informed  tbat  Messrs.  Sheldon  &  Co.  have  in  press  a  book 
on  "  The  Office  and  Work  of  the  Christian  Ministry,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Hoppin,  of  the  Theological  Department  of  Tale  College.  It 
will  be  a  thorough  and  comprehensive  treatment  of  this  theme. 
It  is  designed  to  serve  as  a  text-book  in  Homiletics  and  Pastoral 
Theology,  and  is  intended  also  for  the  use  of  pastors,  and  of  intel- 
ligent laymen,  who  desire  instruction  on  the  methods  of  Christian 
labor.  It  is  the  ripe  fruit  of  the  best  study  of  the  author  for  many 
years,  and  from  its  fiill  and  systematic  character,  as  well  as  from 
the  value  of  its  discussions  and  suggestions,  it  will  merit  the  re- 
spectful attention  of  the  Christian  public. 

PHILOSOPHICAL. 

Hopkins's  **  Law  op  Love  and  Love  as  Law  "  is  intimately  re- 
lated to  his  "  Lectures  on  Moral  Science,''  which  was  published 
five  years  ago.  To  a  certain  extent  it  is  a  repetition  of  the  same 
with  a  different  method  and  new  illustrations.  Many  points  which 
were  implied  or  assumed  in  the  first  treatise  are  more  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  present  work ;  and  the  results  and  illustrations  of 
the  former  volume  are  in  turn  assumed  for  the  uses  of  this,  so  that 
the  second  series  of  Lowell  Lectures  may  not  improperly  be  called 
a  continuation  of  and  a  supplement  to  the  first.  The  present 
volume  is  specially  arranged  for  the  uses  of  a  text-book,  and  is 
divided  and  subdivided  very  minutely  for  the  convenience  of  in- 
structors and  pupils.  It  is  written  with  the  freshness  and  individu- 
ality which  always  characterize  the  style  of  the  author.  In  its 
tone  and  spirit  it  is  elevating  and  Christian,  without  losing  fresh- 
ness or  point  in  any  degree,  or  falling  into  a  mannerism  or  cant. 
Many  of  the  practical  suggestions  are  forcibly  and  wisely  stated, 
and  the  work  is  interesting  to  the  general  reader  as  well  as  to  the 
student  of  the  elements  of  ethical  science. 

The  principles  taught  in  this  volumes  are  in  substance  the  same 
as  those  which  have  usually  been  accepted  by  the  great  New 
England  Theologians,  Edwards,  Dwight,  Taylor,  and  others.  The 
author  distinctly  and  critically  rejects  the  principle  that  right  and 
wrong  are  ultimate  conceptions,  but  holds  that  they  are  founded 
on  the  relation  of  generic  choices  to  supreme  ends.    This  funda- 

•  77i£  Law  of  Love  and  Love  at  Law;  or  Moral  Soieoce,  Theoretical  and  Prac- 
tical. By  Mam  Hopkinb,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  Williams  College.  New 
Tork :  Charles  Scribner  d  Co.    1869. 
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mental  conception  he  formally  defends  at  some  length  in  his  Intro- 
duction by  critically  examining  some  of  the  more  prominent  theo- 
ries which  have  been  held  in  respect  to  this  subject.  We  say 
some,  for  he  has  omitted  to  notice  those  of  Hutcheson,  Adam 
Smith,  and  Kant ;  as  well  as  unwittingly  spoken  of  the  theory  of 
Hobbes  as  having  almost  or  entirely  died  out,  which  would 
scarcely  be  accepted  as  correct  by  the  devotee  of  Herbert  Spencer 
or  Alexander  Bain.  The  criticisms  offered  are  pointed  and  effec- 
tive. There  is,  occasionally,  wanting  a  sufficiently  full  statement 
of  the  theory  criticised  to  satisfy  the  general  reader,  or  even  the 
student,  that  he  has  a  sufficiently  clear  and  fnll  comprehension  of 
the  doctrine  discussed  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  criticism. 
After  this  Introduction  the  author  proceeds  to  the  development  of 
his  subject  under  the  two  Divisions  indicated  by  the  two  parts  of 
the  complex  title  of  his  work;  The  Law  of  Love^  or  Theoretical 
Morals,  and  Love  as  Love^  or  Practical  Morals.  Tlie  first  part 
suggests  three  topics — Law^  i.  e.  the  nature  of  obligation,  and 
Love^  in  its  varieties,  and  Love  operating  as  law.  Of  these  three 
topics,  the  first  is  that  to  which  the  author  devotes  th^  most  care- 
ful attention,  being  well  aware  that  the  relation  of  obligation  is 
commonly  charged  as  the  weak  side  of  the  theory  which  he  ad- 
vocates. The  several  conditions  of  obligation  are  stated  as  fol- 
lows, viz.,  Freedom,  involving  spontaneity,  an  End,  a  G-ood,  and 
Personality,  which  implies  Moral  Reason  and  Free  Will.  These 
conditions  being  each  explained,  we  look  forward  with  eager  ex- 
pectation to  his  explanation  of  what  the  relation  or  idea  of  obliga- 
tion is  which  these  conditions  evolve  or  produce.  We  are  some- 
what disappointed  when  the  author  asserts  that  it  is  an  idea  of  the 
Moral  Reason  which  is  affirmed  when  these  conditions  are  present. 
He  then  adds,  "The  affirmation  of  obligation  thus  made  involves 
both  an  idea  and  a  feeling ;  and  these  are  so  in  a  state  of  fusion 
that  we  say  indifferently,  the  idea,  or  the  feeling  of  obligation. 
The  Moral  Reason  being  conditioned,  as  we  have  seen,  upon  a 
sensibility,  this  is  true  of  all  its  products."  This  statement  of  the 
author  seems  to  us  unsatisfactory,  not  because,  as  a  popular  state- 
ment, it  is  not  true,  nor  because,  rhetorically  considered,  it  is  not 
felicitous,  but  because  it  does  not  answer,  in  philosophical  form, 
the  very  question  whicli,  just  at  this  stage  of  the  analysis,  we  are 
prompted  to  ask.  A  similar  indistinctness,  which  is  hidden  by 
similar  phraseology,  is  found  in  his  explanation  of  the  Moral  Rea- 
son.   President  Hopkins  says  very  con^ectly  that  the  Moral  Rea- 
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son,  as  the  source  of  certain  fundamental  ideas,  which  are  presup- 
posed in  all  moral  action,  may  be  regarded  ats  analogous  to  the 
Reason  as  the  originator  of  those  ideas  which  are  fundamental  to 
all  intellectual  activity.  He  asserts  also,  and  proves  by  several 
arguments  that  the  moral  ideas  which  ate  developed  by,  and  for 
the  Moral  Reason,  are  conditioned  on  the  sensibility,  and  involve 
the  ultimate  idea  of  good.  But  he  does  not  at  all  explain  how  the 
Moml  Reason  is  related  to  the  Intellectual  Reason,  nor  whether  or 
not  obligation  is  a  peculiar  and  original  idea,  which  is  psychologi- 
cally conditioned  upon,  but  not  logically  resolvable  into  that  dis- 
cerned relation  of  an  action  to  its  end,  and  to  the  sensibilities  con- 
nected therewith,  which  he  says  is  fundamental  to  all  moral  ac- 
tivity. The  relation  of  the  conscience  to  the  intellect  also,  is  not  en- 
tirely cleared  up.  We  are  lefk  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  it  has 
any  function  which  is  properly  intellectual,  or,  if  it  has,  what  re- 
lation such  a  function  has  to  those  of  the  so-called  intellect  proper. 
We  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  views  which  the  author  must  adopt 
if  he  pushes  his  fundamental  principles  to  their  logical  conclusions, 
but  we  should  prefer  that  he  would  state  them  clearly  for  himself^ 
and  thus  bring  them  into  manifest  harmony  with  these  axioms. 

But  we  have  been  led  further  in  a -critical  direction  than  we  had 
intended  to  go.  We  have  only  space  to  add  that  the  work  will 
add  to  the  very  high  reputation  which  the  author  enjoys  for  in- 
dependent thought  and  for  Christian  simplicity  of  aim.  We  wish 
for  it  a  wide  circulation  as  an  elevating  and  instructive  guide  upon 
subjects  which  vitally  interest  every  thoughtful  person. 

HISTORICAL    AND   BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Congregational  History. — 1200-1567.* — The  massive  volume 
of  Congregational  History  by  Dr.  Waddington  of  London  (whose 
visit  to  this  country  ten  years  ago  many  of  our  readers  will  re- 
member) is  a  work  of  higher  value  than  the  author's  best  friends 
could  have  anticipated.  In  its  plan  and  scope,  and  in  the  field 
which  it  explores,  as  well  as  in  its  distinctive  merits,  it  is  quite  un- 
like what  our  acquaintance  with  his  former  publications  and  with 
the  particular  direction  of  his  antiquarian  inquiries  had  led  us  to 
expect  As  the  dates  on  the  title  page  (1200-1567)  intimate,  it 
ends  just  where  the  story  of  modern  Congregationalism,  in  the 

*  Congregational  HiBtcry. — 1200-1667.  By  John  Waddington,  D.  D.  London: 
John  Snow  dltCo.,  2  Iry  Lane.     Paternoster  Row.     1868.    8vo.  pp.  748. 
VOL.   XXVIL  28 
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ordinary  meaning  of  the  name,  begins.  The  history  contained  in  this 
volume,  according  to  the  author's  representation  of  his  design,  '^  is 
not  80  much  that  of  a  religious  denomination  as  of  the  development 
of  the  principles  denominated  Congregational"  At  first  the 
reader  finds  himself  in  ^'  the  darkest  period  of  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory,'' and  proceeding  from  that  point,  he  sees  '^  the  gradual  resto- 
ration of  the  Church  as  a  divine  institution  to  its  primitive  purity 
and  simplicity."  While  he  sees  how  long  a  preparation  there  was 
for  the  religious  and  doctrinal  reformation  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, and  what  protests  against  superstition  and  hierarchical 
oppression  were  uttered  by  successive  witnesses,  age  after  age,  he 
sees,  '*  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  momentous  conflict,  an  under- 
current of  opinion,"  tending  toward  the  primitive  simplicity  of 
Christian  organization.  He  finds,  from  time  to  time,  the  phe- 
nomenon of  **  Christian  people  drawn  together  by  the  force  of 
kindred  affection,"  and  guided  by  primitive  example  or  by  the  in- 
stinct of  the  primitive  spirit,  '^  meeting  together  for  mutual  in- 
struction and  united  worship,  apart  from  the  parochial  congrega- 
tions of  the  national  Church." 

Beginning  at  **  the  zenith  of  the  Papacy,"  when  the  notion  that 
the  priest  could  **  make  the  body  of  Christ,"  and  "  act  in  the  person 
of  Christ,"  instead  of  being  a  vulgar  superstition  only,  was 
asserted  and  maintained  by  learned  theologians ;  when  the  scho^ 
las  tic  theory  of  transubstantiation — that  stupendous  metaphysical 
perversion  of  language  perfectly  intelligible  to  Christian  affection 
and  to  common  sense — was  formally  sanctioned  by  an  assembly 
pretending  to  represent  the  universal  Church  of  Christ;  and 
when  for  the  simply  spiritual  ministry  of  pastors  and  teachers 
holding  forth  the  word  of  life,  there  had  been  substituted  every- 
where a  priesthood  armed  with  supernatural  powers,  banded 
together  in  subordination  to  a  supreme  pontiff,  and  separated  by 
an  enforced  celibacy  from  natural  relations  to  human  society ;  our 
author  describes  the  struggles  not  of  Congregationalism  existing 
in  organized  churches,  but  of  Congregational  principles  distinctly 
asserted  or  unconsciously  implied  and  maintained  by  successive 
witnesses  through  a  period  of  almost  five  hundred  years.  He  says 
in  the  announcement  of  his  purpose : 

*'  We  propose,  by  the  light  of  indubitable  erideDce,  to  trace  the  course  of  this 
reTival  of  first  principles  in  relation  to  ohorob  polity.  The  dawn  of  the  Refor- 
mation, like  that  which  breaks  npon  the  tops  of  the  mountains  after  a  long  and 
cheerless  night,  cannot  be  determined  with  unfailing  exactness  as  to  time.    We 
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eaDnot  fix  a  precise  date  either  to  the  discovery  of  a  principle  or  to  the  first  re- 
newed application  of  a  long  forgotten  truth.  It  is  often  the  result  of  the  inqui- 
ries of  many  minds,  continned  through  successive  generations,  and  simultaneously 
directed  to  different  points. 

"  In  the  investigation  on  which  we  are  entering,  we  frame  for  ourselves,  there- 
fore, no  particular  theory  of  ecdesias^cal  development,  nor  do  we  look  for  the 
appearance  of  witnesses  in  any  regular  order  of  succession.  The  divine  plan  cao 
never  be  anticipated  by  human  sagacity.  Reverently  following  the  direction  of 
truth,  we  shall  advance  with  even  step,  though  the  path  maybe  intricate,  as  ia  a 
gloomy  forest  or  an  entangled  wilderness,  with  the  cheering  persuasion  that  we 
shall  find  an  outlet,  and  obtain  in  the  end  a  prospect,  fair  and  commanding,  that 
shall  more  than  compensate  our  toil.**    p.  6. 

In  the  ages  before  that  great  conflict  and  separation  which  we 
commonly  call  the  Reformation,  and  which  is  oflen  represented, 
inconsiderately,  as  the  beginning  of  Protestantism,  there  were  two 
forces  essentially  adverse  to  each  other,  working  throughout  west- 
ern Christendom.  On  the  one  hand,  there  was  the  force  of  hier- 
archical organization,  armed  by  superstition  with  supernatural 
functions,  and  mediating  between  God  and  human  souls.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  the  force,  intellectual,  moral,  and  spiritual, 
of  the  Christian  religion — in  the  Scriptures ;  in  the  living  tra- 
dition of  the  facts  and  principles  which  constitute  the  gospel ;  and 
in  Christian  experience  and  character,  or  what  we  learn  to  recognize 
as  the  presence  and  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  These  twx)  forces 
were  everywhere  interfused  and  mingled,  and  were  not  unfre- 
quently  subservient  in  some  sort  to  each  other.  Good  men,  '*  full 
of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  were  oflen  included  in  the 
priesthood,  and  often  their  gifts  and  their  sanctity  of  personal 
character  contributed  to  its  aggrandizement.  The  antichristian 
hierarchy  grew  at  the  expense  of  spiritual  Christianity,  steadily 
overgrowing  and  concealing  it,  yet  sharing  in  its  life ;  like  a  para- 
sitic plant  drawing  its  sustenance  from  the  tree  which  it  encircles 
with  its  fatal  garniture,  and  which,  struggling  to  develop  its  own 
life  according  to  its  own  nature,  still  puts  forth  something  of  its 
own  foliage,  and  here  and  there,  perhaps,  something  of  its  own 
fruit,  among  the  festoons  hung  over  it  by  its  insidious  enemy. 
Men  were  found,  in  those  ages,  among  the  clergy — in  monasteries 
perhaps  as  often  as  anywhere — sometimes  wearing  the  titles  and 
badges  of  university  doctors— sometimes  invested  with  episcopal 
dignity — who  testified  for  the  suflSciency  and  supremacy  of  the 
Scriptures ;  who  denied  the  eflBcacy  of  priestly  sacraments ;  who 
denounced   the  Roman  power  as  mystical  Babylon;  who  main- 
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tained  that  what  was  then  called  the  Church  was  not  Christ's  in- 
stitution, and  who  looked  for  a  day  when  it  should  be  seen  and 
acknowledged  that  the  true  Church  is  the  communion  of  souls 
that  have  been  bom  of  the  Spirit.  Consciously  or  unconsciously, 
and  with  various  degrees  of  intelligence  and  explieitness,  those 
men  asserted  Congregational  principles.  The  history  of  such 
witnesses  and  of  their  testimony,  as  well  as  of  communities  sepa- 
rated from  the  Roman  unity  and  professing  to  obey  Christ  rather 
than  Christ's  pretended  vicar — communities  like  the  Waldenses, 
the  English  Lollards,  and  the  followers  of  Huss — is  Congregational 
history. 

In  addition  to  the  two  conflicting  forces  which  we  have  just  de- 
scribed, there  was  the  force  of  civil  government,  distinct  from 
both  the  others,  generally  in  some  sort  of  alliance  with  the  hier- 
archy, but  sometimes  in  conflict  with  it.  The  first  aim  in  the 
policy  of  the  first  Christian  emperor,  was  to  adjust  the  relations 
between  Christianity  and  the  imperial  government.  Already  had 
the  Christian  ministry,  instituted  by  the  Apostles  in  local  churches 
mutually  independent,  become,  by  the  growth  of  superstition,  a 
powei*ful  priesthood;  and,  although  the  organization  of  that 
priesthood  had  not  been  completed,  the  sagacious  eye  of  Constan- 
tine  saw,  in  the  bishops  and  the  inferior  clergy,  the  possibility  of 
a  Christian  hierarchy  that  should  be  codrdinate  everywhere  with 
the  civil  magistracy,  but  subordinate  to  the  supreme  power  in  his 
person.  The  alliance  between  Christianity  and  the  state  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  growth  of  the  Church  as  an  organization  gov- 
erned by  the  clergy,  then  to  the  progressive  separation  of  the 
clergy  into  a  distinct  class  or  caste  governed  by  the  prelacy,  and 
ultimately  to  the  exaltation  of  the  Pope  as  the  center  of  unity  and 
the  spiritual  sovereign  of  Christendom.  During  the  period  from 
Constantino  to  Luther,  the  relations  between  the  hierarchical  and 
secular  powers  were  such  that  notwithstanding  the  constantly  re- 
curring conflict  about  the  rights  of  the  church  and  of  its  head, 
the  Supreme  Pontiff,  every  attempt  at  ecclesiastical  reformation  on 
the  voluntary  principle  was  regarded  as  a  crime  against  the  state. 
Every  such  attempt  was,  in  fact,  an  assertion  of  individual  liberty, 
and  was,  therefore,  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the  feudal  system. 
No  toleration  was  granted  to  the  idea  that  Christian  men,  under 
a  monarch  bearing  the  Christian  name,  might  claim  the  same 
liberties  and  rights  which  Christians,  guided  by  the  Apostles, 
dared  to  exercise  under  Pagan  emperors.     At  last  the  ever-increas- 
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ing  weight  of  the  Papal  domination,  and  the  abases  inseparable 
from  the  attempt  to  administer  Christianity  under  the  form  of  a 
ruling  and  centralized  hierarchy,  produced  that  revolt  of  princes 
and  nationalities  which  overthrew  the  Papacy  in  half  of  Europe, 
and  which  is  known  in  history  as  the  Reformation.  Then  it  was 
that  national  churches,  independent  of  Rome  and  of  each  other, 
came  into  existence  with  their  various  methods  of  church  govern- 
ment. Certain  secular  governments,  breaking  from  their  con- 
nection with  the  organized  and  corrupted  catholicity,  and  making 
a  new  alliance  with  religious  reformers,  attempted — each  govern- 
ment acting  for  itself  within  its  own  territory — to  reorganize 
Christianity  in  such  methods  as  seemed  most  practicable  and  most 
hopeful ;  and  the  religious  reformers,  more  careful  for  the  sub- 
stance of  Christianity  than  for  the  mode  of  its  administration, 
were  fain  to  accept  the  best  method  of  church  government  they 
could,  without  asking  too  curiously  whether  it  was  absolutely 
the  best. 

Such  were  the  three  principil  factors  in  the  ecclesiastical  history 
of  those  ages, — spiritual  Christianity,  hierarchical  Christianity, 
and  tlie  secular  power.  In  the  action  and  reaction  of  these  forces, 
there  were  discussions  and  controversies,  aspirations  and  endeav- 
ors, struggles  and  martyrdoms,  which  belong  legitimately  to  Con- 
gregational history.  Here  and  there  may  be  s^en  the  cropping 
out  of  Congregational  principles — the  assertion,  explicit  or  by 
implication,  of  the  rudiments  of  that  primitive  church-order 
which  we  trace  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  New  Testament.  Our 
author  has  told  the  story  well ;  and  all  the  churches— especially 
those  of  the  *'  Congregational  Way  '* — owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

[This  book  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  C.  Scribner  <fc  Co.,  of 
New  York]. 

History  of  Stamfobd.* — Stamford  is  one  of  the  oldest  towns 
in  Connecticut,  its  settlement  dating  from  1641,  three  years  after 
New  Haven,  and  eighteen  years  before  Norwich.  A  well-known 
disagreement  in  the  Church  at  Wethersfield  led  a  company  of  the 
original  settlers  there  to  break  away  and  establish  themselves  in  a 
new  tract  of  land  which  was  offered  to  them  by  the  New  Haven 
colony  west  of  the  town  of  Norwalk.    Toquams  appears  to  have 

*  Huiory  of  Stamfwd,  Oonneetieut.  By  Rev.  E.  B.  Huntington.  Stamford : 
The  Author.     1868.    Svo.  492  pp. 
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been  the  original  name  of  the  site,  as  it  was  known  to  the  people 
in  New  Haven,  though  Rlppowam  was  another  designation  era- 
ployed  by  the  settlers  themselves.  Both  these  Indian  names  soon 
gave  way,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  to  the  English  ap- 
pellation "  Stamford,"  the  fitness  of  which  (if  there  ever  was  any) 
has  long  been  forgotten. 

The  relations  of  the  new  plantation  to  the  central  jurisdiction  of 
New  Haven  were  not  always  harmonious,  and  there  is  an  amusing 
account  of  a  "  rebellion,"  in  the  name  of  local  law,  based  on  English 
antecedent,  versus  "the  New  Haven  tyranny."  The  Quakers 
also  early  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  new  settlement.  A  portion 
of  a  manuscript  journal  kept  by  two  Friends,  named  Gill  and 
Story,  on  their  journey  between  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island  in 
1698,  made  for  propagating  their  tenets,  affords  a  curious  illustra- 
tion of  the  ecclesiastical  and  religious  controversies  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Huntington  has  looked  into  the  history  of  the  families  which 
were  early  found  in  Stamford,  has  traced  the  history  of  the 
churches  and  their  ministers,  the  origin  of  the  public  schools,  the 
services  of  the  town  in  the  revolutionary  war,  the  war  of  1812, 
and  the  recent  war  for  the  Union,  and  has  added  much  that  per- 
tains to  the  recent  rapid  growth  of  Stamford  as  a  sort  of  suburb 
of  New  York.  His  volume  is  illustrated  with  portraits  and  views, 
and  has  an  index  of  surnames.  It  is  interesting,  as  a  local  history 
ought  to  be,  from  the  numerous  minute  facts  which  it  includes, 
rather  than  from  any  elaborate  efforts  at  literary  style,  and  it  affords 
a  useful  illustration  of  the  growth  of  New  England  institutions  and 
ideas  The  author,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  had  previously 
published  a  genealogy  of  the  Huntington  family,  and  is  otherwise 
well  known  for  his  zeal  in  antiquarian  pursuits. 

China  and  the  Chinese.* — Bibliography,  with  reference  to 
China,  divides  itself  into  three  periods — the  medieval,  the  modern, 
and  the  recent.  To  the  first  belongs  Marco  Polo,  Sir  John  M^n- 
deville,  and  a  few  others ;  to  the  second,  the  rich  accumulations 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  missionaries ;  and  to  the  last,  the  less 
voluminous  but  more  exact  descriptions  that  have  been  given  to 
the  world  since  the  opening  of  China  by  the  recent  treaties. 

Those  of  this  last  period  may  again  be  subdivided  into  two 
classes,  one  of  which,  represented  by  the  works  of  Davis  and  Wil- 

*  China  and  the  Chinese.  By  Rev.  John  L.  Nbytub.  New  York :  Harper  ± 
Brothers.     1869.    New  Hayen:  Judd  <fe  White. 
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Haras,  sprang  from  the  treaties  of  1842-1844,  while  the  other  has 
grown  out  of  the  fuller  opening  of  the  whole  empire  by  the  nego- 
tiations of  1858-1860. 

The  numerous  works  published  soon  after  the  latter  date  were 
largely  occupied  with  details  of  diplomacy  and  military  move- 
ments, and  with  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  Doolittle^s,  added  little 
if  anything  to  our  previous  information.  That  of  Mr.  Nevius  ap- 
pears after  so  long  an  interval  as  to  admit  of  a  large  accession  in 
the  way  of  experience  under  the  new  system  of  free  intercourse, 
and  it  lays  open  the  interior  of  China  with  a  fullness  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  curious,  and  a  freshness  which  renders  it  the  reverse  of 
wearisome  to  the  general  reader. 

Six  hundred  years  ago,  when  Marco  Polo  gave  the  world  his 
experiences  in  Cathay,  China  came  before  the  mind  of  Europe 
with  all  the  vividness  of  a  new  discovery.  Astounded  by  his 
statements  as  to  the  wealth,  extent,  and  population  of  that  far  off 
land,  the  people  of  his  day  refused  to  believe  him  and  gave  him 
the  soubriquet  of  "  Millione,"  because  he  dealt  in  large  numbers. 
His  book  had  sufficient  credit,  nevertheless,  to  stimulate  the  effi^rts 
of  Portuguese  navigators  to  double  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
impel  Columbus  to  attempt  to  reach  the  Indies  by  crossing  the 
Western  Ocean.  Nearer  to  our  own  time  it  kindled  the  fancy  of 
Coleridge  and  inspired  that  wonderful  fragment  entitled  "  Kubla 
Khan,"  the  most  melodious  dream  ever  warbled  from  the  lips  of 
a  sleeping  poet 

The  old  Venetian  was  neither  dreaming  nor  romancing  when 
he  dealt  in  millions  as  he  dilated  on  the  wonders  of  Cathay.  Like 
all  great  objects,  China  has  lost  nothing  of  its  real  grandeur  or 
solid  interest  by  being  better  known.  Its  great  rivers  and  canals, 
not  surpassed  or  even  equaled  by  those  of  our  own  country ;  its 
thousands  of  cities  enclosed  by  massive  walls  of  brick  or  stone ; 
and  above  all,  the  Great  Wall  of  the  North,  at  once  a  boundary  of 
the  empire  and  a  feature  on  the  face  of  the  globe ;  its  boundless 
coal  fields,  and  its  inexhaustible  mines  of  the  precious  and  useful 
metals; — all  these,  and  a  thousand  other  thing?,  fill  us  with  as- 
tonishment to-day,  as  they  did  the  Arabian  and  Venetian  travelers 
of  an  earlier  age. 

How  can  we  fail  to  admire  the  opulence  of  that  vast  region 
which  yields  such  rich  commodities  for  the  supply  of  our  growing 
commerce?  How  can  we  cease  to  wonder  at  the  numbers  of  its 
teeming  population,  and  to  inquire  by  what  system  of  political 
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eooDomy  they  are  enabled  to  live  together  and  to  prosper  ?  And 
when  we  cast  our  eyes  back  to  their  early  antiquity,  the  marvel  in- 
creases. Taking  its  rise  at  a  period  anterior  to  the  pyramids, 
China  stand*  there  to  this  day  a  human  pyramid,  apparently  in- 
destructible by  the  ravages  of  time.  Now  by  what  political  or 
moral  elixirs  have  the  Chinese  been  able  to  preserve  their  national 
life,  while  Egyptians,  Chaldeans,  and  Assyrians  have  been  buried 
in  the  dust  of  ages  ? 

Mr.  Nevius's  book  will  assist  us  to  understand  these  problems. 
It  furnishes  such  information  as  our  legislators  stand  in  need  of 
when,  in  discussing  the  question  of  suffrage,  they  are  disposed  to 
class  the  Chinese  with  the  savages  of  our  Western  Territories ; 
such  information  as  our  merchants  need  when  they  desire  to  study 
the  institutions  and  resources  of  a  country  in  which  they  are  now 
80  largely  interested ;  and  such  information  as  the  religious  public 
are  in  need  of  when  they  consider  the  prospects  of  Christian  mis- 
sions in  the  far  East. 

The  grandest  achievements  of  American  enterprise  have  a  refer- 
ence to  China.  That  magnificent  line  of  steamers  which  bridges 
the  Pacific  and  brings  her  people  to  our  shores,  owes  it  existence 
mainly,  if  not  altogether,  to  the  trade  and  travel  of  China ;  while 
our  trans-continental  railway,  built  in  part  by  Chinese  hands,  de- 
rives increased  importance  from  the  fact  that  it  brings  the  Chinese 
empire  a  fortnight  nearer  to  our  Eastern  coast.  To  obtain  a 
readier  access  to  the  wealth  of  China  is  no  inconsiderable  item 
among  the  advantages  expected  from  the  inter-oceanic  canal.  Al- 
ready the  Chinese  are  supplying  the  labor  requisite  to  develop  the 
resources  of  our  Pacific  slope  ;  and  when  the  railway  is  completed, 
they  will  offer  themselves  to  perform  the  same  service  for  our  Mid- 
dle and  Eastern  States.  The  newspapers  are  not  wrong  in  calling 
the  Chinaman  '^  the  coming  man.^'  All  classes  of  our  people  are 
accordingly  interested  in  obtaining  reliable  information  in  regard 
to  a  country  with  which  we  are  brought  into  such  close  relations. 

In  order  to  furnish  this  kind  of  information,  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  author  should  spend  a  large  part  of  his  life  there,  become 
acquainted  with  the  spoken  dialects  and  the  language  of  the  an- 
cient books,  and  travel  or  reside  in  the  interior,  as  well  as  visit 
the  cities  of  the  sea-coast.  All  this,  and  more,  Mr.  Nevius  has 
done  during  a  residence  of  ten  years,  dividing  his  time  between 
the  South  and  the  North,  the  interior  and  the  sea-coast,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  seeing  enough  of  the  Japanese  to      nallclim 
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draw  a  just  parallel  between  thone  interesting  islanders  and  their 
neighbors  of  the  continent. 

In  style  plain,  but  not  dull,  the  work  of  Mr.  Nevius  is  too  full 
of  facts  to  require  the  embellishments  of  fancy ;  but  we  confess 
we  should  have  liked  to  find  in  it  a  little  more  of  that  glow  and 
animation  which  the  subject  is  fitted  to  inspire.  The  author  errs, 
in  our  opinion,  in  overestimating  the  population  of  the  great  cities 
of  China.  He  falls,  moreover,  into  a  rather  serious  mistake  in  re- 
gard to  the  acre  of  the  Zeke,  or  Book  of  Rites,  which  was  not,  as 
he  assumes,  compiled  before  the  time  of  Confucius,  but  some  four 
hundred  years  later.  That  certain  treatises  were  once  contained 
in  this  collection  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  taken  as  any  proof  that 
they  are  not  from  the  pen  of  Confucius. 

On  the  whole,  this  work  supplies  a  want,  and  supplies  it  well, 
by  giving  us  an  entertaining  and  instructive  account  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  Chinese  empire.  No  one  can  read  it  without 
thinking  better  of  the  Chinese  people.  He  will  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  they  anticipated  us  in  many  of  the  useful  arts  and  in 
some  superstitions.  Printing,  gunpowder,  and  the  magnetic  nee- 
dle played  an  important  part  in  their  world  before  they  dawned 
on  Europe.  The  philosopher's  stone  was  sought  for  by  the  Chi- 
nese before  the  people  of  the  West  began  to  dream  of  it,  and 
among  them  planchette  and  spiritualism  were  "  played  out "  ages 
ago,  though  they  are  just  now  beginning  to  excite  the  attention 
of  us  slow-brained  Occidentals. 

In  their  domestic  life,  they  are  able  to  teach  us  lessons  of  filial 
piety  and  fraternal  love,  while  that  system  of  competitive  exami- 
nations by  which  the  ablest  men  are  raised  tooflUce  can  boast  some 
decided  advantages  as  compared  with  the  hap-hazard  method  in 
vogue  among  us.  Essentially  a  democratic  institution,  it  acts  in 
China  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  arbitrary  powers  of  the  crown,  and 
if  grafted  on  our  own  constitution,  it  might  serve  as  a  useful 
check  for  the  growing  abuses  of  executive  patronage. 

We  have  not  space  for  extracts,  but  refer  our  readers  to  the 
book.  Its  clear  type  and  numerous  engravings  are  among  the 
least  of  its  merits. 

Life  of  the  Rev.  William  Marsh.* — This  is  a  neat  reprint 

*  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  William  Mofhh,  D,  D.  Bj  hii  Daughter,  Author  of 
"  MemorialH  of  Captain  Hedley  Vicare.'*  New  York :  Robert  Carter  k  Brothers. 
1868.     New  Haven:  Judd  dk  White.     16mo.  pp.  849. 
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by  the  Carters  of  Miss  Marsh's  life  of  her  father — a  devoted  cler- 
gyman of  the  English  Established  Church,  and  one  of  the  best  ex- 
amples of  the  Low  Church,  or  Evangelical  School,  of  this  and  the 
last  century.  He  belonged  to  a  family  of  high  standing  among 
the  gentry  of  England,  but  his  heart  seemed  to  be  ever  with 
Christ's  "poor"  and** little  ones."  He  was  early  converted, 
taking  at  the  first,  and  holding  to  the  last,  the  stamp  of  a  simple 
Biblical  faith,  contained  in  the  great  truth  that  **  God  hath  given 
to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son."  He  seems  to  have 
been  troubled  by  no  doubts  in  questions  of  faith  or  theology,  and 
to  have  led  a  singularly  happy  and  blameless  career  of  minis- 
terial useftilness.  His  natural  temperament  was  cheerful,  and  in 
his  whole  life  he  cultivated  the  sentiment  that  Christianity  is  for 
the  present  happiness  of  believers,  as  well  as  for  their  future  glory. 
He  represented  no  intellectual  or  spiritual  movement,  and  was  not 
a  man  of  great  or  original  mind  ;  but  his  distinction  seemed  to  be 
simply  in  his  piety,  that  burned  brightly  in  a  very  low  spiritual 
condition  of  the  English  Church.  His  pure  and  simple  character 
shone  out  in  his  beautiful  and  benignant  countenance ;  and  we  see, 
in  reading  the  book,  whence  his  daughter  derived  that  simplicity 
of  faith,  and  that  earnest  practical  type  of  piety,  that  has  made  the 
author  of  "  English  Hearts  and  Hands  "  a  blessing  to  many  thou- 
sands of  poor  English  soldiers  and  sailors,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
have  read  her  excellent  books. 


PHILOLOGICAL  AND   SCIENTIFIC. 

Manual  op  Latin  Grammar.* — We  have  been  strongly  drawn 
to  this  book  by  its  most  attractive  exterior,  and  by  the  promise  of 
its  Preface.  It  is  certainly  the  daintiest  volume,  for  a  Latin 
Grammar,  we  have  ever  looked  upon.  The  fine,  smooth,  tinted 
paper,  the  fresh,  clear,  and  handsome  type,  with  the  generous  mar- 
gin, and  the  beautiful  binding,  make  the  volume  a  hard  one  to 
match  in  the  entire  literature  of  school  books.  The  Preface  is  full 
of  just  such  promise  as  is  desired,  in  these  days,  by  both  learner 
and  teacher,  such  indeed  as  every  one  interested  in  classical  educa- 
tion longs  to  have  not  only  made,  but  faithfully  fulfilled.    To  fur- 

■  Manual  of  Latin  Orammar.  Prepared  by  William  F.  Allen,  A.  M.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Ancient  Languages  and  History  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin ;  and 
Joseph  H.  Alleh,  Cambridge.  Mass.  Boston:  Published  by  Edwin  Ginn,  Wool- 
worth,  Ainsworth  dkCo.     1868.     12mo.  pp.  127. 
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Dish,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  pages,  a  sufficient  text-book 
for  the  learner  of  Latin,  which  shall  be  brief  without  being  obscure, 
compact  and  condensed,  and  yet  full  and  accurate — such  is  the 
large  promise,  which  is  given  by  the  authors  of  this  Grammar.  It 
were  hardly  reasonable  to  hold  these  authors  to  a  strict  fhlfillment  of 
these  large  expectations ;  and  the  task  which  they  have  under- 
taken, is  so  worthy  a  one,  and  so  desirable  a  consummation,  that 
one  is  disposed  to  pardon  ranch  that  may  be  imperfect  in  its  ex- 
ecution. But  we  must  confess  to  the  most  serious  fears  about  the 
fitness  of  this  book  for  the  place  which  the  authors  designed  it  to 
fill ;  we  cannot  see  in  it  the  requisite  capacity  to  do  the  good  ser- 
vice it  proposes  in  classical  education.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
size  and  compass  of  the  book,  that  seems  to  us  quite  a  subordinate 
one ;  the  main  question  is,  whether  it  is  a  good  book.  We  have, 
it  is  true,  no  doubt  that  in  the  amount  of  matter  it  contains,  it  is 
insufficient  for  practical  uses  in  our  schools  and  academies.  If  it 
were  worth  while,  it  were  easy  to  establish  this  view  by  an  ex- 
amination of  different  parts  of  the  book.  For  instance,  so  meagre 
is  the  treatment  of  the  Third  Declension  of  Nouns,  that  we  do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  for  the  pupil,  even  with  the  best  teaching,  to 
get  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  autl^ors  class 
the  nouns  of  this  declension,  according  to  their  stems,  ranging 
them  under  the  three  heads  of  Vowel  Stems,  Liquid  Stems,  and 
Mute  Stems ;  and  this  they  do  without  any  previous  information 
on  the  subject  of  stems.  Kow,  suppose  the  learner  to  try  to  un- 
derstand this  subject  from  the  nouns  given  under  the  first  class, 
namely,  Vowel  Stems.  The  first  word  declined  is  navia.  The  pupil 
may  guess  that  the  stem  is  navi^  as  that  would  make  a  vowel 
stem ;  but  then  the  genitive  is  given  as  nav-is^  and  the  dative 
nav'i^  and  so  on,  as  if  purposely  to  show  him  that  nav  is  the  stem, 
and  that  it  is  not  a  voicel  stem ;  and  if  his  teacher  should  chance 
to  turn  his  attention  to  page  1 08,  he  would  find  this  very  word 
nav'is  used  to  show  that  is^  as  a  case  ending,  is  added  to  nav  as 
the  stem.  Precisely  the  same  process  is  gone  through  in  the  other 
model  nouns,  7inhes  and  mare. 

Now,  how  is  the  pupil  to  understand  this  first  class  of  Third 
Declension  Nouns ;  and  is  the  teacher  expected  to  unfold  the  doc- 
trine of  Vowel  Stems  ?  Then,  too,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
remarks  under  the  First  Class,  there  is  absolutely  no  information 
given  on  the  peculiarities  of  inflection  in  this  declension ;  and  of 
course  the  model  nouns  furnish  no  sufficient  guidance.     Just  as 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


4*2  Notices  of  New  Books.  [April, 

insufficient  is  the  treatment  of  the  gender  of  nouns  of  this  declen- 
sion  ;  this  covers  just  three  lines,  which  furnish  merely  the  Gene- 
ral Rules.  We  might  go  on  and  illustrate  this  same  insufficiency 
in  the  treatment  of  the  adjective  and  of  the  verb,  and,  indeed,  in 
every  part  of  the  book.  But  we  are  not  disposed  to  press  this 
point.  As  we  have  already  said,  the  main  question  is,  whether 
this  is  a  good  book;  whether  it  has  intrinsic  value  in  the  know- 
ledge which  it  furnishes,  and  in  the  form  in  which  the  knowledge 
is  conveyed.  We  ask  the  authors'  attention  to  some  suggestions 
bearing  upon  this  question ;  for  we  are  convinced  that  they  ought 
to  make  most  important  changes  in  their  work,  if  they  will  render 
it  "  a  practical  guide  to  the  learner  "  of  Latin.  For  ourselves,  we 
have  been  perplexed  beyond  measure  by  the  singular  want  of 
clearness  of  statement  in  many  parts  of  the  book.  Some  state- 
ments we  have  read  over  several  times  without  having  any  clear 
idea  of  the  writer's  meaning;  and  the  conclusion  we  finally  reached 
was  not  what  was  said,  but  what  was  intended  to  be  said.  We 
must  be  allowed  to  give  one  or  two  illustrations.  On  page  58  we 
have  the  following  Rule.  "  Adjectives  (especially  those  formed 
from  proper  names),  as  well  as  the  possessive  pronouns,  are  often 
used  instead  of  a  genitive."  Very  well ;  but  then  follow  these 
words:  "This  is  always  the  case  with  the  personal  pronouns; 
as  domus  mea  (not  met)  my  housa"  Now  to  say  nothing 
of  the  vagueness  of  the  word  "  This,"  does  not  the  meaning  seem 
to  be,  that  the  personal  pronouns  are  cUways  used  **  instead  of  the 
genitive  ? "  But  perhaps  we  can  reason  back  from  the  example 
"  domus  mea  (not  met)"  to  the  meaning  of  the  remark ;  and  it 
may  be  intended  to  be  said,  that  the  possessive  pronouns  are 
always  used  instead  of  the  genitive  of  the  personal  pronouns.  But 
if  this  is  what  is  meant,  then  we  have  to  say,  after  all  this  sore  puz- 
zling, that  the  remark  is  incorrect,  for  the  possessive  pronouns  are 
certainly  not  "  always  "  used  instead  of  the  genitive  of  the  personal 
pronouns.  Hardly  less  obscure  is  a  remark,  on  page  27,  touching 
the  Gerundive.  The  pupil  has  just  been  taught  that  "  The  Gerund 
is  inflected  as  a  Neuter  Noun  of  the  Second  Declension.  Its  use 
is  as  follows :"  Then,  after  examples  have  been  given,  it  is  said : 
"  But  with  a  direct  object  the  Gerundive  is  usually  employed :  as 
scrihenda  est  mihi  epistolay  I  have  to  write  a  letter. ^^  Now  the  ex- 
ample is,  of  course,  good  Latin;  but  what  does  it  illustrate?  Cer- 
tainly the  Gerundive  is  7iever  "employed  with  a  direct  object." 
Are'we  to  apply  the  remark  to  the  translation  of  the  example, 
where  to  be  sure  we  find  the  word  "  letter  "  as  "  a  direct  object 
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of  the  verb  "to  write?"  Now  we  are  willing  to  allow  that  a 
Latin  scholar  may  discover  what  the  author  intended  here  to  say : 
but  can  the  learner  understand  the  words  ?  Can  he  uiiderstand 
the  use  of  the  Latin  Gerundive?  We  observe  another  statement 
which  is  perhaps  still  more  obscure.  On  page  60,  it  is  thus  writ- 
ten :  "  A  phrase  or  clause  with  esse^  to  be,  is  often  limited  by  the 
genitive ;  this  occurs  most  frequently  with  adjectives  and  abstract 
nouns :  as  neqite  sui  judicii  (esse)  decemere^  it  wees  not  for  his 
judgment  to  decide.^^  Now  to  pass  over  the  very  vague  expres- 
sion *Hhis  occurs,"  what  is  the  learner  to  understand  by  the 
**•  phrase  or  clause  with  esse^^  and  if  he  finds  such  a  phrase  in  the 
example,  how  is  it** limited  by  the  genitive?"  In  short,  what 
does  the  remark  mean  ?  Can  any  one  suppose,  that  the  words  are 
intended  to  give  the  rule  for  the  Predicate  genitive  ?  We  have 
marked  other  passages  which  are  in  like  manner  sadly  obscure ; 
but  we  have  not  space  for  their  discussion.  But  we  hasten  to 
speak  of  another  and  yet  graver  fault, — incorrectness  of  statement. 
Perhaps  this  incorrectness  is  the  result,  in  some  places,  of  over- 
sight ;  as,  for  instance,  where  we  are  told,  on  page  24,  that  Latin 
verbs  have  **  Six  persons,  three  in  the  singular,  and  three  in  the 
plural."  What  shall  be  said  to  the  remark  on  page  26,  that  the 
Gerundive  **  is  used  to  govern  the  noun  it  agrees  with,"  the  ex- 
ample being  Kartfuiginis  delendae  causa.  How  can  it  be  said 
with  any  correctness  that  delendae  governs  Karthaginis,  and  that 
it  governs  it  at  the  same  time  that  it  agrees  with  it?  On  page 
64,  it  is  stated  that  **  the  genitive  is  used  in  apposition  with  pos- 
sessive pronouns  "  and  then  the  example  is  given  in  nostro  omni- 
um fletu  ;  that  is,  nostro  is  in  apposition  with  omnium  ;  and  this, 
too,  under  the  Rule  defining  Apposition  thus :  *'  A  Noun  used  to 
describe  another  agrees  with  it  in  caseP  In  general,  we  have  ob- 
served that  this  Grammar  makes  no  distinction  between  the  rule 
for  apposition  and  that  for  a  limiting  genitive.  Compare,  for  in- 
stance, 60. 1,  with  46,  and  do  we  find  any  distinction  laid  down? 
Some  of  the  strangest  mistakes  we  find  in  the  Rules  of  Quantity. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unfortunate  than  the  whole  treatment  of 
Final  Syllables  on  page  106.  We  call  attention,  however,  only 
to  one  or  two  points.  Under  exceptions  to  No.  3,  we  find  **  the 
characteristic  ending  of  the  fourth  conjugation :  as  audls,"*^  What 
is  meant  by  ** characteristic  ending?"  The  truth  is,  the  excep- 
tion ought  to  have  read :  is  is  long  in  the  Singular  Present  Indie. 
Active  of  the  Fourth  Conjugation.     As  another  exception  in  w. 
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we  have  the  remark,  "  and  sometimes  in  itrisy  What  could  be  more 
unsatisfactory  than  such  a  remark  ?  Why  not  have  specified  the 
forms  where  h^s  is  sometimes  long,  the.  Singular  of  the  Perfect 
Subjunctive  and  of  the  Future  Perfect?  But  the  strangest  pos- 
sible mistake  occurs  on  page  107,  under  remark  6,  where  it  is 
stated  that  "  Final  e  is  short,  except  in  verbs  of  the  second  coiyu- 
gatioru*^  Now  where  is  final  e  long  in  the  second  conjugation, 
except  in  one  single  place,  viz.,  the  Singular  Imperative  Active  ? 
In  all  other  places,  and  the  learner  might  count  up  ten  or  a  dozen 
of  them,  the  final  e  is  short.  We  beg  the  authors  to  revise  their 
whole  treatment  of  the  Subject  of  Quantity ;  such  a  revision  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  usefulness  of  their  book.  W  e  had 
marked  other  places,  which  seemed  to  us  to  contain  incorrect 
statements;  but  we  have  already  far  exceeded  our  limits,  and 
must  bring  our  remarks  to  an  abrupt  close.  We  think  that  all  our 
readers,  and  especially  all  classical  teachers,  will  agree  with  us, 
that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  amount 
of  matter  contained  in  this  Grammar,  if  the  matter,  whether  much 
or  little,  is  of  such  questionable  quality. 

Mabcel's  Study  of  Languages.* — Mr.  C.  Marcel's  Study  of 
Languages  is  a  summary  of  the  doctrines  taught  in  a  large  work 
which  has  been  for  several  years  known  to  the  public.  It  is  a  very 
rational  book  on  the  important  subject  of  which  it  treats.  Its  dis- 
cussion of  the  importance  of  learning  a  language  by  the  ear,  and 
of  the  best  method  by  which  every  person  may  make  great  pro- 
gress in  this  particular,  even  without  visiting  the  country  or  re- 
siding in  a  family  in  which  the  language  is  spoken,  is  very  valua- 
ble, and  somewhat  peculiar. 

Cox's  MYTHOLOGT.f — This  book  proposes  "  to  give  the  results  of 
the  researches  of  the  Comparative  Mythologists  during  the  pres- 
ent century  in  a  form  suitable  for  the  young."  This  is  certainly  a 
praiseworthy  design,  and  the  interests  of  education  demand  that 

*  The  Study  of  Languagei  brought  back  to  iti  true  Prineiplea  ;  or  the  Art  of 
Thinking  in  a  Foreign  Language.  By  C.  Marokl,  EInt.  Leg.  Hon.  New  York  : 
D.  Appleton  <fe  Co.     1S69. 

f  A  Manual  of  Mythology  in  the  form  of  Question  and  Anetoer.  Bj  the  Rev. 
Qeobob  W.  CoiS,  M.  A.,  late  scholar  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford.  First  American, 
from  the  second  London  edition.  New  Tork :  Leypoldt  A  Holt.  1868.  16mo., 
ppw  800.    New  Haven :  Jndd  A  White. 
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it  should  be  well  carried  oat.  But  the  book,  in  our  opiuion,  fails 
in  doing  this  and  is  unfit  for  use  as  a  **  Manual  of  Mythology." 
Since  it  has  been  highly  praised  in  several  reviews  and  thought 
worthy  of  republication  by  a  lespectable  house  in  this  country,  it 
is  proper  that  we  should  give  our  reasons  for  this  unfavorable  judg- 
ment. 

We  object,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  form  which  this  manual 
adopts.  It  consists  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  questions, 
arranged  under  different  headings,  with  the  answer  to  each  fol- 
lowing it.  This  alternation  of  question  and  answer  is  suitable 
only  for  a  catechism.  It  spoils  a  book  for  those  who  wish  to  read 
it,  and  to  the  learner  it  makes  the  work  of  studying  it  more  me- 
chanical and  less  profitable  than  it  ought  to  be.  It  deprives  him 
of  the  mental  discipline  which  he  may  gain  by  being  required  to 
pick  out  and  reconstruct  from  the  text  an  answer  in  his  own 
words.  For  very  young  children  such  a  presentation  of  question 
and  answer  together  may  be  a  needed  help,  but  this  book  surely 
cannot  be  meant  for  children  under  twelve  years  of  age.  It  is 
not  easy  to  decide,  we  remark  in  passing,  for  what  age  it  is  meant. 
The  preface  is  elaborately  "  written  down  "  for  children  of  eight 
or  ten  years,  but  the  body  of  the  book  demands  a  knowledge  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  and  a  power  of  abstraction  and 
generalization  such  as  few  students  acquire  until  they  are  twice 
that  age. 

Furthermore,  this  book  is  not  well  constructed  even  on  this  un- 
fortunate plan.  Many  of  tLe  questions  seem  unnecessary,  and  the 
answers  are  often  long  and  wordy,  introducing  matter  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  question  and  burdening  needlessly  the  mind  of  the 
learner.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  repetition  and  of  confusing  re- 
ference to  parallels  in  the  mythologies  of  other  nations.  We  may 
mention  one  or  two  examples,  leaving  the  reader  to  judge  whether 
they  add  to  the  value  of  the  book :  *'  56.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  the  name  Poseidon  ?  It  is  not  known  with  certainty."  "  161, 
Does  the  character  of  Ares  stand  high  in  Oreek  tradition  ?  No. 
He  is  frequently  overcome,  and  when  he  is  wounded,  his  roar  is 
as  loud  as  that  of  nine  or  ten  thousand  warriors.  He  is  also  noted 
chiefly  by  {sic)  his  huge  size  and  bodily  strength  ;  and  when  pros- 
trate on  the  battle-field,  his  body  was  said  to  cover  many  roods  of 
ground."  "  608.  Is  the  germ  of  the  story  of  Ixion  found  in  these 
old  poems  (no  'old  poems'  having  been  mentioned  for  many 
pages)  ?    It  i^  said  that  Dyaus  (the  sky)  struggled  hard  to  snatch 
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the  wheel  of  the  sun  from  the  grasp  of  Night.  From  such  phrases 
sprung  the  notion  of  the  dark  Oorgons  chasing  Perseus  as  he 
hastens  to  the  Hyperborean  gardens."  We  may  mention  also, 
without  taking  the  space  to  quote  them,  313,  425,  540,  621,  637, 
as  illustrating  the  faults  we  have  specified. 

The  prominent  idea  of  Mr.  Cox's  book  is  to  show  that  the 
myths  of  various  nations  are  really  disguised  forms  of  one  story 
— the  story  of  what  occurs  every  day  in  the  sky,  dawn,  sunnse, 
the  progress  of  the  san  across  the  heavens,  clouds,  the  conflict  of 
light  and  darkness,  and  finally  sunset.  Now  it  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  the  admirable  generalization  which  brought  into  being 
the  science  of  Comparative  Mythology,  with  which  Professor 
Max  Mdller  has  connected  his  name  more  closely  than  any  other 
English  writer,  furnishes  the  right  key  to  the  anderstandiug  of  a 
large  part,  the  most  beautiful  and  probably  the  earliest  part,  of 
the  Greek  mythology.  The  •*  myths  of  the  dawn,"  and  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  sky  generally,  run  through  the  mythologies  of 
all  the  Indo-European  nations,  and  bear  always  the  same  leading 
features  under  a  great  variety  of  names  and  incidents.  But  a 
book  founded  on  this  one  idea  ought  not  to  be  called  a  *'  Manual 
of  Mythology."  There  is  a  large  body  of  myths  which  have  no 
reference  to  the  phenomena  of  the  sky,  but  embody  totally  dis- 
tinct ideas.  This  book  seems  to  recognize  no  other  explanation 
of  myths,  and  hence  treats  inadequately  or  incorrectly  those 
which  do  not  admit  this  one.  Examples  of  this  error  may  be 
found  under  the  names  Briareos,  Ares,  Prometheus,  Dionysus,  Ar- 
temis, Arethu^a,  Deucalion,  and  Tyro.  In  fact,  besides  these, 
nearly  all  the  persons  mentioned  under  the  title  *^  Inhabitants  of 
the  Greek  mythical  world,"  qu.  645-681,  a  sort  of  Botany  Bay  for 
all  who  have  no  claim  to  appear  elsewhere,  are  dismissed  with 
very  unsatisfactory  treatment 

Another  defect  in  the  matter  of  this  book  is  that  it  leaves  out 
of  view,  in  grouping  and  criticising  the  stories  told,  the  elements 
of  time  and  place.  The  stories  which  are  found  in  Homer  in  a 
very  simple  form  are  mixed  up  indiscriminately  with  those  of  later 
mythologies  and  told  with  the  additionl'T  features  which  they  ac- 
quire only  in  later  authors  ;  and  there  r  no  distinction  made  be- 
tween the  universal  and  purely  looaf  myths.  This  is  a  serious 
defect  in  a  book  which  claims  to  be^'Yi^nded  on  the  results  of 
modem  scholarship  Such  a  book  ought  to  trace  the  gradual  de- 
velopment of  myths,  and  to  avail  itself  of  all  that  can  be  learnt 
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from  geographical  names,  nationalities  of  authors,  connections  of 
tribes,  eta,  in  the  criticism  of  the  different  forms  of  stories.  Even 
in  the  notes  to  German  school  editions  of  the  classics  frequent 
use  is  made  of  such  sources  of  knowledge. 

The  incompleteness  of  this  book  as  a  manual  of  Comparative 
Mythology  may  be  seen  from  the  relative  space  it  devotes  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  subject.  To  the  Greek  mythology  two  hun- 
dred pages  are  given,  to  the  Latin  twenty,  and  to  those  of  all 
other  nations,  the  Egyptian,  Assyrian,  Indian  (Yedic),  Persian, 
and  Norse,  less  than  thirty.  The  accounts  of  the  Egyptian  and 
Assyrian  mythologies  (which,  by  the  way,  ought  not  to  appear  in 
the  book  at  all,  on  the  author's  own  theory),  are  especially  meager 
and  really  give  no  adequate  or  intelligible  conception  of  the  sys- 
tems. It  seems  a  pity  that  so  much  interesting  and  valuable  mat- 
ter as  is  contained  (unavoidably)  in  the  discussion  of  the  Greek 
myths  should  be  presented  in  so  bad  a  shape  and  combined  with 
so  much  that  is  erroneous  or  useless.  If  we  seem  to  have  written 
in  a  faulttinding  spirit,  let  it  be  accounted  for  by  the  natural  re- 
action of  mind  from  such  undue  praise  as  this  book  has  received. 

Dana's  Mineralogy .• — Professor  Dana  is  eminent  among  men 
of  science,  both  for  the  variety  of  his  investigations  and  acquisi- 
tions, and  for  the  extraordinary  ability  he  has  shown  in  them  all. 
As  a  mineralogist,  geologist,  and  zoologist,  he  has  been  succes- 
sively distinguished,  having  published  in  three  distinct  depart- 
ments of  natural  science,  works  which  are  as  remarkable  for 
minuteness  and  accuracy  of  detail  as  they  are  for  the  comprehen- 
siveness, the  logical  arrangement,  and  the  powers  of  generalization 
which  they  severally  display.  Since  the  preparation  of  his  volu- 
minous treatises  on  the  Geology,  Zoophytes,  and  Crustacea  of  the 
United  States  Exploring  Expedition,  under  Captain  Wilkes,  he 
has  found  time  (in  addition  to  the  editorial  care  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Sciencej  and  the  discharge  of  his  college  duties)  to 
prepare  an  elaborate  text-book  in  Geolojj^y  for  the  use  of  colleges, 
with  an  abridgment  of  the  same ;  and  more  recently,  with  the  co- 


*  A  Syitem  of  Mineralogy.  descriptive  Mineralogy,  ecmprieing  the  most  Re 
cent  Diacoveriee.  By  Jambs  ^  i^  bt  Dana,  Silliman  Professor  of  Geology  aod 
Mineralogy  in  Yale  College.  Aided  by  Okobok  Jabtis  Brush,  Professor  of 
Mineralogy  and  Metallurgy  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Tale  College. 
Filth  Edition.    New  York:  John  Wiley  A  Son.     1868.     8yo.  pp.  827. 
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operation  of  his  colleague  in  the  department  of  Mineralogy,  to  re- 
vise the  treatise  on  Mineralogy  which  he  began  to  prepare  in  his 
youth,  and  which  has  long  been  regarded  at  home  and  abroad  as  a 
standard  authority  on  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats. 

The  edition  now  offered  to  the  public  is  the  fifth.  The  first 
appeared  in  1837,  four  years  after  the  author's  graduation  in  Yale 
College;  the  second  in  1844,  soon  after  his  return  from  the  voyage 
to  the  Pacific;  the  third  in  1850,  when  he  boldly  abandoned  the 
"  Natural  Histoiy  System,"  on  which  the  previous  editions  were 
based,  and  the  fourth  in  1854.  A  smaller  hand  book,  or  '^  Manual," 
as  it  was  distinctively  termed,  was  published  in  1848.  These  suc- 
cessive issues  are  not  nominal  or  slight  revisions  of  the  original 
work.  Each  of  them  has  been  entirely  recast,  in  the  light  of  accn- 
mulating  knowledge  and  advancing  science,  and  the  utmost  effort 
has  been  made  to  discover,  to  weigh,  to  discuss,  and  to  embody 
the  results  of  investigations  in  every  part  of  the  globe.  But  this 
is  not  the  only  nor  the  most  characteristic  feature  of  these  succes- 
sive editions.  The  amount  of  original  research  involved  in  the 
preparation  of  them  all,  and  especially  in  the  last,  is  very  great, 
and  constitutes  one  of  the  most  important  recommendations.  If  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  all  this  nvork  has  been  accomplished  in  a 
state  of  health  which  is  far  from  robust,  and  which  has  sometimes 
involved  absolute  cessation  of  Intellectual  labor,  the  industry,  the 
vigor,  and  the  genius  of  the  author  will  receive  still  heartier 
admiration. 

In  reference  to  the  present  edition,  Professor  Dana  remarks, 
that  not  a  page  and  scarcely  a  paragraph  of  the  previous  edition 
remains  unaltered,  and  full  five-sixths  of  the  volume  has  been 
printed  from  manuscript  copy ;  and,  he  adds,  that  this  manuscript 
(the  paragraphs  on  the  pyrognostic  characters  excepted)  was 
almost  solely  in  his  own  hand- writing,  or  in  that  of  a  copyist  from 
it,  '*  neither  the  consultation  of  original  authorities,  the  drawing 
of  conclusions,  nor  the  putting  of  results  on  paper,  having  been 
delegated  to  another." 

The  name  of  Professor  Brush,  which  is  associated  with  that  of 
Professor  Dana,  on  the  title-page  of  the  fifth  edition,  is  already 
well  known  from  his  supplements  to  the  edition  of  1854,  and  his 
frequent  papers  in  the  Journal  of  Science,  not  to  speak  of  his 
admirable  private  cabinet  of  minerals ;  while  his  efficiency  in 
building  up  the  scientific  department  of  Yale  College  has  still 
fhrther  added  to  his  distinction.    It  hab  been  aptly  said  of  him, 
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that  he  has  in  this  country  no  superior  in  his  favorite  study  except 
his  distinguished  teacher.  The  blow-pipe  department  of  the  work 
was  under  his  sole  charge,  and  the  pyrognostio  characters  were 
entirely  rewritten  by  him.  His  skill  in  analytical  chemistry,  and 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  mineralogy,  enabled  him  to  furnish 
#ther  important  codperation  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and 
V  while  it  was  in  press  the  proofs  received  the  benefit  of  his  revision. 

The  distinctive  features  of  this  edition  consist  in  the  intro- 
duction of  systematic  and  detailed  description  of  varieties  of  spe- 
cies ;  a  historical  synonomy  in  place  of  a  mere  list  of  names ; 
chemical  formulas  on  the  new  system  of  chemistry  as  well  as  on 
the  old ;  fuller  and  completely  revised  blow-pipe  characters ;  and 
the  insertion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  new  wood  cuts.  The  clas- 
sification of  species  is  in  system  the  same  as  in  the  last  previous 
edition,  though  many  changes  have  been  made  in  detail. 

The  volume  now  issued  is  devoted  wholly  to  Descriptive  Mine- 
ralogy, and  to  such  accessory  and  introductory  statements  and 
tables  as  will  render  it  independently  of  service.  A  second  vol- 
ume (constituting  Part  L),  to  be  chiefly  devoted  to  Crystallogra- 
phy, is  pi  omised  for  early  publication.  The  Descriptive  Mineralogy, 
now  printed,  covers  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  large  and 
crowded  pages,  and  as  chemical  formulsB  and  other  parts  are  pre- 
sented with  the  greatest  possible  brevity,  it  has  been  estimated 
that  the  covers  contain  material  enough  to  make  four  or  five 
ordinary  octavo  volumes. 

Leaving  to  other  journals  a  more  particular  examination  of  the 
scientific  merits  of  this  work,  we  propose  to  notice  some  general 
points  of  interest  which  its  pages  have  suggested  to  us. 

This  mineralogy  is  a  model  of  honest,  protracted  research. 
Every  page  evinces  a  love  of  accuracy,  a  patience  of  investigation, 
a  searching  after  the  truth  of  nature,  which  must  command  the 
genuine  respect  of  all  who  look  at  the  volume,  whether  they  know 
anything  of  mineralogy  or  not.  Suoh  intelligent  combinations  of 
early  and  recent  investigations,  such  critical  selection  of  the  true, 
such  fearless  elimination  of  the  false,  such  sustained  powers  of 
analysis  and  description,  evince  the  skiU  of  a  master. 

The  fidelity  with  which  reference  is  made  to  every  authority 
which  has  been  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  this  treatise,  is 
another  noteworthy  point.  In  this  respect  the  authors,  to  a  de- 
gree as  commendable  as  it  is  rare,  are  punctilious.  Every  one  who 
has  contributed  to  the  progress  of  the  science,  however  slight  the 
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grain  he  has  laid  npon  the  mole,  is  recognized,  and  credit  is  given 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  contribution.  Ap.  immense  amount  of 
labor  has  been  expended  in  hunting  up  old  and  new  citations ; 
private  and  public  collections  of  scientific  books  and  journals  have 
been  diligently  explored;  antiquarian  bookstores  have  yielded 
many  quaint  and  almost  forgotten  treatises ;  an  extensive  corres* 
pondence  with  men  of  science  throughout  the  world  has  been  kept 
up ;  and  the  material  thus  collected,  which  would  confuse  the  un- 
practised author  and  would  overwhelm  any  but  the  strongest,  has 
been  sifted,  arranged,  and  conducted  with  so  much  care  that  the 
history  of  every  important  fact  maybe  readily  traced  to  its  right- 
ful discoverer. 

Such  a  volume  could  never  have  been  prepared  if  the  collections 
of  specimens  and  books  at  the  command  of  the  authors  had  not 
been  of  a  very  ample  extent  Perhaps  it  is  not  going  too  far  to 
say  that  the  celebrated  cabinet  of  minerals  bought  of  Col.  Gibbs 
in  1825  and  presented  to  Yale  College  by  citizens  of  New  Haven 
and  other  liberal  persons,  has  borne  its  chief  fruit  in  the  opportu- 
nities it  has  afforded  to  the  two  mineralogists  whose  names  are 
associated  in  this  volume.  They  have  their  own  collections,  it  is 
true,  one  of  them  of  remarkable  completeness  and  costliness,  but 
we  think  both  will  attribute  to  the  collections  which  were  group- 
ed around  the  well  known  "  candle  box  "  of  Professor  Silliman,  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  their  incitement  to  mineralogical  studies.  We 
wish  that  as  much  could  be  said  of  the  influence  of  the  college 
library;  but  we  fear  that  neither  of  tho  writers  referred  to  would 
acknowledge  much  benefit  from  the  meagre  shelves  of  scientific 
books  to  which  the  meagre  funds  of  the  library  have  restricted 
them.  Private  resources  have  furnished  most  of  the  volumes  con- 
tributed. This  should  not  be  so  ;  for,  if  it  is  any  advantage  to  the 
college,  to  the  community,  to  the  country,  or  to  the  world  that 
great  books  like  these  should  be  written,  books  which  will  influ- 
ence the  progress  of  science  in  all  time  to  come,  books  which  will 
contribute  in  untold  ways  to  the  welfare  of  mankind,  then  the  ma- 
terials for  thought  and  investigation  must  be  liberally  supplied  to 
scholars,  and  cabinets  and  libraries  must  be  generously  main- 
tained. 

In  the  old  world  it  is  not  infrequent  to  bestow  upon  men  of 
science  and  letters,  who  have  rendered  long  and  honorable  services 
to  their  fellow-men,  tokens  of  substantial  honor ;  that  the  lives 
which  have  been  spent  in  intellectual  toil  may  not  close  without 
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some  recompense.    Would  that  the  custom  might  be  established 
in  this  country ! 

misgellanbous. 

Sainte-Beuve's  Portbaits  op  Celebrated  Women.*— M. 
Sainte-Beuve  is  the  prince  of  portrait-painters,  but  the  most  inter- 
esting portrait  which  he  has  ever  drawn  is  his  own.  It  is  not  a 
well-filled  canvas,  like  those  on  which  he  has  fixed  the  features  of 
so  many  eminent  men,  and  so  many  fair  and  fascinating  women, 
where  no  line  is  wanting  and  none  is  exaggerated,  where  the  light 
is  so  skillfully  made  to  fall  on  each  most  characteristic  trait,  where 
the  expression  which  he  has  caught  with  his  cunning  pencil  is  that 
one  which  best  reveals  the  soul,  where  the  very  attitude  is  elo- 
quent and  the  costume  full  of  meaning.  It  is  only  an  outline, 
made  up  of  large  and  sometimes  careless  strokes,  added  at  long 
intervals ;  or  rather,  it  is  a  series  of  studies  for  such  a  picture, 
struck  off  in  hours  of  reverie,  and  scattered  through  the  many 
volumes  which  he  has  given  to  the  world.  If  we  were  to  try  to 
collect  them,  and  to  add  to  his  famous  gallery  the  portrait  of  the 
master  painted  by  himself,  we  should  find  them  here  in  a  preface, 
and  there  in  a  note,  in  a  poem  or  an  essay  which  had  sprung  out 
of  his  heart,  and  chiefly  in  those  detached  "  Thoughts  "  which  are 
framed  among  the  poems  of  Joseph  Delorme,  and  which  are 
appended  to  several  of  his  "  Portraits^^  and  *'  Causeriesy  With- 
out setting  before  ourselves  any  such  task,  since  this  little  volume 
of  Miss  Preston's  translations  has  brought  the  great  name  under 
our  pen,  we  seize  the  opportunity  not  to  speak  of  M.  Sainte-Beuve, 
but  to  let  M.  Sainte-Beuve  speak  of  himself. 

France  has  undergone,  during  the  present  century,  almost  as 
many  and  as  violent  revolutions  in  the  world  of  ideas  as  in  that  of 
politics,  and  M.  Sainte-Beuve,  whose  life  began  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  century,  has  passed  through  them  all.  "  I  am,"  he 
says  in  one  of  those  "  PensSes  "  to  which  we  have  alluded,  "  I  am 
thoroughly  broken  in  to  metamorphoses.  I  began  frankly  and 
bluntly  with  the  most  extreme  form  of  the  eighteenth  century,  with 
Tracy,  Daunou,  Lamarck,  and  physiology :  that  is  my  real  foun- 
dation. Thence  I  passed  through  the  doctrinary  and  psychological 
school  of  the  Globey  but  making  my  reservations  and  without  giv- 
ing it  my  adherence.     Thence  I  passed  to  romanticism  in  poetry, 

♦  Portraits  of  CeUhrated  Women,  By  C.  A.  Saintk-Biuvi.  Translated  from 
the  French  by  H.  W.  Pkeston.    Boston:  Roberts  Brothers.     1869. 
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and  through  the  party  of  Victor  Hugo,  with  which  I  seemed  to 
identify  myself.     Then  I  traversed,  or  rather  skirted,  Saint-Simo- 
nianism,    and    almost  immediately  afterward   the  party  of   La 
Mennais,  before  his  rupture  with  the  pope.     In  1837,  at  Lausanne, 
I  skirted  Calvinism  and  Methodism,  and  was  led  to  make  an  effort 
to  win  their  good- will.    In  all  these  changes  I  have  never  estranged 
my  will  or  my  judgment  (unless  it  were  for  a  moment  in  the  party 
of  Hugo,   and  under  the  influence  of  a  charm),  I  have  never 
pledged  my  belief,  but  I  comprehended  men  and  things  so  well 
that  I  gave  the  greatest  hopes  to  sincere  minds,  who  wished  to  con- 
vert me,  and  who  thought  me  already  their  own.     My  curiosity, 
my  desire  to  see  everything,  to  examine  evei  y thing  closely,  my 
extreme  pleasure  in  finding  the  relative  truth  of  everything  and  of 
every  organization,  led  me  to  this  series  of  experiments,  which 
have  been  for   me  only  a  long  course  of  moral  physiology."     So 
many  changes  could  not  fail  to  make  him  enemies,  and  his  ene- 
mies have  not  failed  to  taunt  him  with  his  inconsistencies.     M. 
Cuvillier-Fleury,  for  example,  in  an  article  whose  very  title  has  a 
sting  in  it,  on  "Experimental  criticism  in  the  works  of  M.  Sainte- 
Beuve,"  has  charged  him  with  a  great  tact  for  sailing,  without 
accident  and   without  resistance,   among  the  great  currents  of 
ideas;  with  preferring  even  in  letters  "  the  causes  which  are  vic- 
torious, and  the  banners  which  float  even  for  a  day  to  the  popular 
breeze;"  and  he  expresses  his  commiseration  for  the  different 
schools  "  which  have  thus  been  taken  on  trial  by  M.  Sainte-Beuve, 
and  which  have  played  in  his  education  the  part  of  those  unfortu- 
nate persons,  who  supply  the  material  for  the  expenments  of  the 
clinique  and  the  medical  lecture-room."    The  point  of  the  criticism 
is,  that  all  these  transformations  are  not  so  much  real  as  apparent, 
that  they  do  not  mark  successive  stages  in  the  development  of  his 
mind,  that  they  are  simply  costumes  which  he  has  worn  at  differ- 
ent periods,  and  which  be  has  put  on  and  off*  at  his  pleasure ;  that 
when  he  speaks  of  *'  passing  through  the   school   of  the   Globt^ 
making  his  reservations  and  withholdini^  his  adherence,"  of  "  seem- 
ing to  join "    the  party   of  Victor   Hugo,   of  '*  skirting   Saint- 
Simonianism  and  Calvinism,"  "  without  estranging  his  judgme!it 
or  pledging  his  belief,"  he  has  simply  been  acting  the  part  of  :i 
spy  in  the  different  camps,  in  order  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  leaii- 
ers  in  fatigue  dress,  and  to  be  better  able  to  describe  the  war. 
Doubtless  this  eclecticism  is  a  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of 
M.  Sainte-Beuve,  but  he  seems  to  us  to  have  himself  slightly  exag- 
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gerated  it  in  the  PensSe^  which  we  have  quoted.  He  did  join  tne 
party  of  Victor  Hugo,  and  he  was  one  of  the  moRt  ardent  and  ex- 
treme advocates,  both  in  theory  and  in  practice,  of  the  principles 
of  the  Romantic  school.  He  did  more  than  "  skirt "  {cStoyer) 
the  party  of  La  Mennais,  for  his  only  novel,  "  Voluptiy^^  is  deeply 
tinged  with  the  influence  of  that  energetic  mind.  But  his  own 
words  confirm  the  judgment  of  his  critic,  and  paint,  in  that  vivid 
way  of  which  he  is  the  acknowledged  master,  this  interesting 
feature  of  his  mind.  "I  have  only  one  pleasure,"  he  says,  "I 
naturalize,  I  herborize,  I  am  a  naturalist  of  minds.  What  I  should 
like  is  to  compose  a  literary  natural  history."  "  I  have  arrived  in 
life  at  complete  indifference.  What  matters  it  to  me,  provided  I 
do  something  in  the  morning  and  am  somewhere  in  the  evening  ?" 
*^  I  ask  of  men  now  only  one  thing ;  it  is  to  leave  me  plenty  of 
time  to  myself,  plenty  of  solitude,  and  yet  to  present  themselves 
still,  now  and  then,  to  my  observation." 

It  appears,  then,  that  we  must  give  up  the  physiologist,  the 
doctrinaire^  the  romanticist,  the  Saint-Simonian ;  what  remains 
from  this  laborious  "  series  of  experiments  f  *  The  critic,  the  un- 
disputed prince  of  critics,  the  founder  of  a  school,  the  creator  of 
an  era  in  criticism.  In  the  hands  of  others  criticism  is  a  job,  a 
trade,  a  profession ;  in  his  hands  it  is  a  fine  art.  And  it  is  this  ex- 
perimental training  in  which  he  has  passed  from  one  to  another  of 
the  centers  of  the  best  life  of  his  time,  in  which  he  has  caused  so 
many  of  the  freshest  and  purest  streams  of  thonght  to  flow 
through  his  own  mind,  that  he  has  acquired  the  many-sidedness 
for  which  he  is  eminent.  There  are  critics  enough  who  dogma- 
tize, who  have  points  of  view,  local,  sectarian,  scholastic,  tradi* 
tional,  or  merely  personal;  to  how  many  could  we  apply  the 
words  in  which  another  of  the  most  eminent  French  critics  has 
paid  his  tribute  to  Sainte-Beuve ?  "He  takes  possession  of  every 
character  of  whom  he  writes  " — whether  it  be  Theocritus  or  Frank- 
lin, Marshal  Saint- Arnaud  or  Marguerite  of  Navarre — "by  a 
double  claim ;  he  judges  it,  and  he  paints  it.  To  take  np  the  same 
character  afterwards,  is  to  run  the  risk  of  pronoinicing  a  judg- 
ment less  accurate,  and  of  not  painting  it  at  all." 

Having  obtained  from  him  this  outline  of  his  training,  let  us  ask 
him  for  his  idea  of  criticism.  Mr.  Matthew  Arnold,  who  has 
something  of  his  spirit  and  a  little  of  his  talent,  has  defined  criti- 
cism as  "  a  disinterested  endeavor  to  learn  and  propagate  the  best 
that  is  known  and  thought  in  the  world.''    M.  Sainte-Beuve,  in- 
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stead  of  a  definition,  gives  us  two  Thoughis^  "  which,"  he  says, 
"  seem  contradictory,  but  which  are  not  really  so.  1.  The  critic 
is  only  a  man  who  himself  knows,  and  who  teaches  others,  how  to 
read.  2.  Criticism,  as  I  understand  it,  and  as  I  try  to  practice  it, 
is  always  an  invention,  a  creation."  And  another  thought  ex- 
plains the  last :  *'  What  I  have  sought  in  criticism  has  been  to  in- 
troduce into  it  a  sort  of  charm,  and,  at  the  same  time,  more  re- 
ality than  it  had  before;  in  a  word,  at  once  poetry  and  a  little 
physiology/'  These  two  words  give  us  the  key  to  his  method ; 
he  is  a  poet  with  a  mixture  of  the  physiologist.  It  is  curious  that 
the  man  of  letters,  so  ratich  of  whose  life  has  been  passed  in 
lecture-rooms  and  libraries,  should  have  begun  as  a  student  of 
medicine,  but  the  fact  will  not  appear  so  strange  if  we  remember 
his  own  words,  that  his  varied  studies  and  experiments  hs^ve  been 
only  a  long  course  of  moral  physiology.  But  he  is  not  an  anato- 
mist merely,  or  mainly ;  his  criticism  is  rather  synthetic  than  ana- 
lytic, not  destructive  but  constructive ;  for  he  was  at  the  begin- 
ning and  has  always  been  a  poet.  Not  a  great  poet,  doubtless  ; 
his  place  in  that  new  Pleiad,  which  shone  so  clearly  and  caused  so 
much  consternation  forty  years  ago,  of  which  the  brightest  lights 
have  now  gone  out  or  are  burning  dimly,  was  not  won  by  his 
verses.  And  yet  these  verses,  stigmatized  by  the  enemies  of  the 
new  school  as  "  consumptive  poetry,"  pronounced,  unjustly  per- 
haps, even  by  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  school,  M.  de  Lamartine, 
"  imperfect  fruits  of  a  tree  over-forced,"  are  something  more  than 
an  embodiment  of  certain  novel  theories  of^versification.  They 
are  not  merely  curious  as  illustrating  the  influence  first  of  Oher- 
mann  and  Wertlier,  then  of  Coleridge  and  Wordsworth  on  the 
author's  facile  and  receptive  mind.  They  have  an  interest  even 
apart  from  that  which  belongs  to  them,  as  "  a  style  of  poetry,"  as 
Beranger  called  them,  "  absolutely  unknown  in  France,  the  high 
poetry  of  the  common  things  of  life."  For  they  came  from  the 
heart  of  the  poet,  they  were  inspired  by  the  deep  friendships  of 
his  early  years,  they  show  us  the  perilous  paths  over  which  his 
soul  has  passed,  and  they  afford  us  glimpses  of  an  "  experimental " 
training  of  the  sensibilities,  which,  at  least,  whatever  we  may  say 
of  the  intellectual  discipline,  was  not  voluntary,  and  so  is  indis- 
pensable in  our  study  of  the  man.  It  is  only  by  going  back  to  the 
period  from  1829  to  1837,  the  period  in  which  M.  Sainte-Beuve, 
in  1862,  reviewing  his  literary  life,  found  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
and  by  learning  to  know  the  poet,  that  we  can  understand  the 
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critic,  that  we  can  comprehend  what  he  means  by  the  "inven- 
tive," the  "  creative  "  in  criticism.  We  shall  find  there  the  secret 
of  that  rare  talent  for  painting,  to  which  M.  Nisard  refers  in  the 
words  we  have  quoted  from  him.  We  shall  learn  there  the  expla- 
nation of  the  penetration  and  accuracy  of  his  judgment  of  poetry 
and  fiction,  and  of  his  sympathetic  appreciation  and  compre- 
hension, so  rare  and  so  remarkable,  of  woman.  It  is  to  the 
poet,  too,  and  not  to  the  physiologist,  or  the  lecturer,  or  the  sena- 
tor, thaw  we  owe  his  style,  that  ample  and  luminous  style  which  is 
equaled,  in  our  judgment,  by  no  living  French  prose  writer,  with 
the  single  exception  of  George  Sand,  and  of  which  no  better  de- 
scription, and  perhaps  no  better  example,  can  be  given  than  is 
found  in  the  words  in  which  he  has  himself  characterized  the 
critical  spirit :  "  It  is  a  large  and  limpid  river,  which  bends  and 
winds  around  the  works  and  monuments  of  poetry  as  around  rocks 
and  fortresses,  hills  carpeted  with  vineyards  and  verdurous  valleys 
bordering  its  banks.  While  each  of  these  objects  in  the  land- 
scape remains  fixed  in  its  place,  and  troubles  itself  little  about  the 
others,  while  the  feudal  tower  disdains  the  valley,  and  the  valley 
ignores  the  hill,  the  river  goes  from  one  to  the  other,  bathes  them 
without  doing  them  harm,  embraces  them  with  its  fresh,  flowing 
water,  comprehends  them,  reflects  them ;  and  when  the  traveler 
is  curious  to  visit  and  become  acquainted  wjl^h  these  varied  sites, 
it  takes  him  in  a  boat,  bears  him  on  without  a  shock,  and  develops 
to  his  view,  in  succession,  the  changing  panorama  of  its  course." 
We  are  ready  to  welcome  almost  anything  which  can  serve  to 
make  the  American  public  acquainted  with  so  rare  a  man,  and 
Miss  Preston  has  chosen  to  translate  some  of  his  best  essays,  and 
has  rendered  them  in  vigorous  English.  The  charm  of  the  French 
style  is  lost,  of  course ;  the  translator  has  wisely  refrained  from 
the  attempt  to  reproduce  it.  It  would  be  well  if  she  had  not,  also, 
in  too  many  cafes,  strangely  missed  his  thought.  She  has  render- 
ed some  difficult  passages  well,  but  what  shall  we  say  of  such  slips 
as  these:  on  page  41,  ^'peu  de  moiSy'  a  few  months,  is  translated 
"one  short  month;"  on  page  66,  *•  c?w  spirituel  jesuite,'"  of  the 
brilliant  Jesuit,  is  rendered  *'  of  Jesuitical  spiritualism ;"  on  page 
160,  by  an  unaccountable  confusion  of  genders,  she  has  translated 
**  k  long  s^our  q\C  il  fit  d,  Paris^  jeune  et  non  marie  encore^  "  her 
long  residence  in  Paris  before  her  marriage ;"  for  her  read  his  ; 
on  page  162  we  find  a  similar  blunder;  it  was  not  to  the  "old 
Marshal  Mouchy  "  that  Mile.  Neoker  put  the  question,  *'  what  he 
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thought  of  love  "  but  to  his  wife,  **  la  vieiUe  Marechaie  /'  on  page 
166,  "  il  suppUerait  aeul  tous  les  moyens "  etc  means,  not  "  it 
would  atone  for  all  the  defioiencies  in  the  means,*'  but  it  would 
supply  their  plaoe,  if  they  were  wanting;  and,  on  the  following 
page,  *'^tout  d  Vhemre^^  is  just  before,  not  '* subsequently ;"  on 
page  197,  Boileau's  remark  in  regard  to  the  style  of  Bayle,  '^  on 
erUend  tout  ce  qu*  il  dit,^^  we  understand  everything  that  he  says, 
is  translated  by  Miss  Preston,  "  we  hear,"  etc,  as  if  we  were  deaf; 
on  page  200,  " quand ces  langues  sont montees  d  leur perfectioHy^ 
when  these  languages  have  attained  their  perfection,  is  rendered 
"  because  languages  mount  upward  to  their  perfection,'*  which  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  be  difficult  to  introduce  into  them  a  new 
style,  but  just  the  opposite;  on  page  202,  ^^lecSl^e  a/rtide  qui 
fit  supprimer  le  Mercurei'^  the  famous  article  which  caused  the  sup- 
pression  of  the  Mercure^  is  translated  "  the  famous  article  sup- 
pressed by  the  Mercure  f  on  page  318,  the  innocent  words,  ^ces 
pyramides  de  sapins  toxU  peuples  d*  Scureuila  qui  $e  miraient  dans 
les  ondesr  those  pyramidal  firs,  peopled  with  squirrels,  which 
were  reflected  in  the  water,  are  made  to  yield  this  astonishing  non- 
sense, ^'  the  pyramidal  firs,  peopled  with  squirrels  that  admired 
their  own  reflection  in  the  mirrored  water ;" — a  new  habit,  surely, 
of  either  squirrels  or  fir-trees,  though  one  to  which  they  might  be 
led  by  seeing  the  water  "  mirrored  " — in  what  ? 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  is  not  translating  Sainte-Beuve 
well,  and  these  are  but  a  few  of  the  errors  we  have  noted  in  a 
careful  reading  of  two  or  three  of  the  essays.  They  pro^e  that 
Miss  Preston  did  her  work  too  rapidly,  but  they  will  not  prevent 
her  book  being  read,  and  deserving  to  be  read,  with  pleasure. 

The  Conscript.* — In  a  country  like  France,  where  every  morn- 
ing and  evening  newspaper,  from  the  Dihats  to  the  PeiU  Journal^ 
has  its  feuilleton^  and  where  the  grave  Revue  des  deux  Mondes 
secures  in  advance  all  the  novels  which  a  dozen  of  the  most 
famous  writers  may  see  fit  to  publish,  a  story  which  is  piished  into 
the  light  by  some  unknown  author  does  not  often  run  through 
twenty  editions  in  three  or  four  years  simply  on  its  own  merits. 
It  may  owe  its  success  to  a  certain  danng  in  the  discussion  of  some 
delicate  social  question,  or  it  may  have  the  good  fortune  to  incur 

The  Cofueript:  A  story  of  the  French  War  of  1818;  by  MM.  Erckmann- 
Chatrian.  Translated  from  the  twentieth  Paris  edition.  With  eight  foil-page  illus 
trations.    New  York :  Charles  Scribner  k  Co.     1868. 
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thi^  interdict  of  the  censors,  and  so  obtain  a  sndden  notoriety  and 
a  large  sale,  or  it  may  skillfully  graze  some  political  issue,  of  which 
men's  thoucrhts  are  full,  and  everybody  will  read  it,  as  a  few 
years  ago  we  were  all  reading  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  The  novels 
of  MM.  Erckmann  and  Chatrian  owe  their  popularity  very  largely 
to  the  last  of  these  causes.  They  are  not  thrilling  stories,  but 
they  are  pictures  of  war,  and  they  appeared  at  a  time  when  every 
arsenal  in  France  was  busy,  transforming  old  fkiuskets  into  needle- 
guns,  when  the  government  was  trying  to  contrive  a  way  to 
double  its  army  without  causing  the  nation  to  feel  it,  and  when 
all  the  newspapers,  official  and  liberal,  were  filled  with  a  great 
clamor  for  the  restoration  to  France  of  her  "  natural  boundaries." 
The  authors  of  the  "Conscript  of  1818"  undertook  to  calm  the 
popular  frenzy  by  showing  the  bourgeois  of  Paris,  who  had  for- 
gotten all  about  the  Revolution  except  its  watchwords,  and  who 
did  not  go  to  Sebastopol  or  Solferino,  what  war  is.  They  at- 
tempted by  a^minute  and  graphic  description  of  the  details  of  each 
of  the  great  campaigns  of  the  Republic  and  the  Empire,  "to  show 
youth  the  vanity  of  militai^y  glory,  and  to  prove  that  no  man  can 
gain  happiness  save  by  peace,  liberty,  and  labor."  If  their  works 
had  less  literary  merit  than  they  have,  every  friend  of  the  real  in- 
terests of  France  would  rejoice  in  their  remarkable  popularity. 
We,  in  this  country,  are  unhappily  too  familiar  with  all  these  details 
of  forced  marches,  crowd(^d  hospitals,  home-sickness,  wounds, 
tears,  death  in  all  its  dreadful  forms, — not  the  fiction,  but  the  fact 
of  war ;  but  if  any  one  wishes  to  revive  his  recollection  of  those 
terrible  days,  he  will  find  few  battle-fields  more  vivid  or  sugges- 
tive than  the  description  in  this  volume  of  the  great  struggle  at 
Leipsic.  There  is  less  heroic  blaze  in  it  than  in  Victor  Hugo's 
famous  episode  on  the  battle  of  Waterloo ;  and  so  the  story  of 
a  veteran,  who  sat  smoking  his  pipe  and  nursing  his  wooden  leg 
on  the  sunny  esplanade  of  the  H6tel  des  Invalides  would  be  less 
artistic,  probably,  than  Mr.  Kinglake's  version  of  the  battle  of  the 
Alma.  But  it  might  be  as  truthful,  even  if  it  were  not  quite  as 
fine. 

Constance  Aylmer.* — The  winning  side  of  Puritan  life,  the 
worthier  side  of  Quaker  life,  and  the  picturesque  side  of  Dutch 
life,  in  the  first  century  of  American  history,  have  long  been  wait- 

*  ChnHanee  Aylmer :  a  Story  of  the  SeveDteenth  Century.  By  H.  F.  P.  New 
York.    Charles  Soriboer  <b  Co.     1869. 
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ing  to  be  exactly  and  genially  reproduced.  It  is  done  in  this 
beautifully  wrought  story  There  is  something  better  in  it  than 
the  hard  realism  of  photographic  picture ;  it  shows  the  reverent 
and  gracious,  as  well  as  graceful,  sketching  of  an  affectionate 
hand.  If  the  publisher  is  at  all  correct  in  his  advertisements  in 
ascribing  this  limning  of  primitive  America  to  a  "new"  writer,  it 
must  be  only  in  the  sense  of  new  in  this  particular  species  of  work, 
not  new  in  literary  tasks  altogether.  If  this  were  the  fact  it 
would  disclose  itself  in  certain  obvious  defects  that  are  altogether 
lacking,  and  in  a  want  of  the  harmonized  and  quiet  treatment  of 
incidents.  With  plenty  of  material  for  the  sensational  in  it,  the 
book  makes  no  impression  of  that  sort,  but,  throughout,  one  of 
finish  and  sweetness  instead.  The  scenery,  the  social  usages,  the 
dress  and  manners,  the  homes,  the  public  gatherings,  the  unique 
relations  and  every  day  history  of  "  Old  New  York  "—oldest  New 
York — are  reproducd  with  exquisite  minuteness  and  fidelity.  The 
characterization  is  distinct  and  felicitous.  Lady  Moody,  Sir  Henry, 
Dame  Swaller,  the  "  Lord  Director,'*  Barbara  Elsie,  and  Lisbet, 
Lady  Alice,  and  Lord  and  Lady  Grey,  are  thorough  portraits,  to 
say  nothing  of  Friend  Baxter,  Beltazzar,  the  lovers  of  the  story — 
Mordaunt,  Percy,  Lord  Huntington,  and  others, — and  the  Indian 
actors,  Omanee,  and  Tyano.  The  heroine,  Constance,  the  youthful 
and  lovely  Run  tan  maiden,  has  a  fresh  and  sweet  nature  made 
beautiful  by  pure  and  healthy  piety,  a  creation  that  could  only 
come  from  a  mind  knowing  what  is  best  and  most  delightfnl  in 
womanliness  from  within.  The  story  throughout  is  one  of  the 
freshest  and  most  wholesome  to  be  met  with  in  these  days  of  mor- 
bid fiction,  and  deserves  especially  to  be  read  and  admired  by  all 
whose  associations  with  the  early  Dutch  element  in  our  history  • 
are  intimate,  and  by  all  who  know  the  Christian  nobleness  and 
beauty  there  was  in  Puritanism. 

We  take  a  picture  or  two  almost  without  selection :  Here  is 
Gravesend,  near  "  New  Amsterdam,"  in  its  fourteenth  year : 

*'  A  small  village  surrounded  by  high  paiiKades.  Its  streets  radiated  from  a 
common  centre,  where  stood  the  Town  House,  the  pump,  and  whipping-post. 
The  best  of  the  bouses  were  double,  with  long,  sloping,  thatched  roofs,  and  huge 
chimney  stacks  which  admitted  as  much  light  as  the  yery  small  windows. 

"  A  little  beyond  the  village,  and  also  enclosed  by  high  palisades,  stood  a 
large,  irregular  stone  house,  called  Moody  Ball,  both  on  account  of  the  superi- 
ority of  the  building,  and  on  account  of  it«  occupants.  Its  possessor,  Lady 
^oody,  was  one  of  the  patentees  of  the  town.  She  had  oome  here  to  enjoy  more 
free(iom  of  opinion  than  was  granted  her  at  Lynn  among  the  Puritaus.     Ten 
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years  lat«r  she  wopld  hare  been  persecuted  there  as  a  Quaker.  The  people  of 
Oravesend,  like  herself,  were  English,  with  few  exceptionu,  and  of  the  same  re- 
ligious belief.  They  regarded  this  lady-mother  with  awe  as  well  as  affection, 
and  submitted  to  her  Judgment  all  difficulties  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
settled. 

'*The  honse,  which  the  rillagers  pointed  out  with  pride,  was  spacious  on  the 
ground-floor,  and  lighted  with  deep,  narrow  windows  of  diamond-shaped  panes. 
The  roof  was  red-tiled,  and  curved  out  in  a  steep  slope  beyond  the  front  wall, 
where  it  was  supported  by  roughly-hewn  columns,  and  formed  a  long  piazza. 
Some  of  these  rude  columns,  and  part  of  the  roof,  were  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
creeping  vine.  It  was  a  mass  of  rich  green  in  sunmier.  Now,  early  in  Novem. 
ber,  it  gleamed  scarlet  The  floor  of  the  piazza  and  the  entrance-path  were 
paved  with  round,  smooth  pebbles.  A  settle-bench  stood  against  the  wall  be- 
neath the  windows,  and  was  a  cool  resting  place  in  summer.  The  ponderous 
double  door,  with  "  bull's  eyes  "  in  its  upper  panels,  opened  into  a  wide  ball. 
Above  the  doors,  leading  to  side  rooms,  deers*  antlers  were  fixed,  in  proof  of  Sir 
Henry's  skill  as  a  huntsman ;  and  Indian  trophies  hung  upon  the  walls.  The 
large  room  on  the  left  had  the  luxury  of  silk  hangings  and  richly  carved  furni- 
ture, which  had  seen  their  bent  days  in  England.  If  this  room  had  an  air  of  the 
world,  it  was  no  fault  of  Lady  Moody V  now ;  for  then  vanities  were  the  relics  of 
her  gayer  days.  It  was  used  only  on  rare  occasions — such  as  the  coming  uf  the 
Right  Honorable  Lord  and  Director-General,  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  whom  nobody 
in  Gravesend  dared  to  entertain,  or  knew  so  well  how  to  manage  as  the  good 
mother." 

Here  is  a  Puritanand-Royalist  party  in  London  : 

"  A  select  dinner  party  met  at  Lord  Grey's  on  one  of  the  pleasant  autumn  days 
to  celebrate  the  betrothal  of  Lady  Alice.  Mother  and  daughter  were  resolute  to 
have  a  ceremonial  use  of  the  ring.  For  once  Lord  Grey  was  equally  resolute. 
He  would  have  no  papistical  forms  or  symbols  with  which  to  insult  his  Puritan 
guests.  Lord  lyArcy's  family  were  there,  stiff  royalists,  yielding  outwardly  to 
the  inevitable  course  of  events,  crouching  only  till  this  regime  should  pass  away. 
Flowing  curls,  lace  ties  and  ruffles,  and  diamonds  distinguished  these.  Stanch 
Puritans  were  there  also,  in  plain  velvet  hose,  broad  collars,  and  russet  leather 
booU.  »*»«♦• 

**  After  the  simple  ceremony  of  plighting.  Lord  Grey  led  the  way  to  the 
sumptuous  dinner  with  the  mother  of  Lord  D'Arcy,  and,  following  this  compli- 
ment to  the  royalists.  Lady  Grey,  with  delicate  homage  to  learning,  selected  the 
Puritan,  John  Milton.   Constance  was  consigned  to  Lord  Huntington. 

"  When  the  noisy  discussion  of  the  palatable  viands  sufficiently  shielded  her» 
she  asked, 

**  Who  is  the  gentleman  of  so  solemn  demeanor  and  so  fine  features,  whom 
Lady  Grey  honored  t  * 

'"John  Milton,  the  learned  Secretary  for  foreign  tongues.  England  owes 
much  to  him  for  tbe  eloquence  and  dijirnity  he  gives  to  the  political  despatches. 
He  is  blind,  and  proceeds  slowly,  but  the  Lord  Protector  values  him  too  highly 
to  permit  his  retirement' 

«*  *  I  wonder  that  you  say  he  is  blind.     His  eyes  are  clear  and  serene.' 
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"  ^  Yet  moTiog  amoDg  men  he  Hyes  ia  the  solitude  of  blindness.  But  solitude 
ripens  a  great  man's  sooL  He  comforts  himself  with  music  and  poetry.  I  hare 
often,  in  passing  through  Petty  Prance,  where  he  lires,  beard  him  accompany  his 
organ  with  his  own  psalms,  which  Henry  Laws,  who  belonged  to  King  CharWs 
chapel,  has  set  to  flowing  music' 

'* '  He  is  a  poet,>then  I '  said  Oonstance.  '  He  carries  an  austere  air  for  a 
poet.' 

" '  But  he  writes  with  delicacy  as  well  as  strength.  One  nerer  finds  him 
coarse.  He  gives  his  ideal  women  a  dignity  and  high  purity  beyond  any  writer 
I  know.    Witness  cTen  his  drama,  '  Comus.' " 

Realmah,*  by  Arthur  Helps,  Esq.,  will  be  welcomed  by  the 
admirers  of  the  other  writings  of  the  author,  and  will,  we  think, 
be  pronounced  to  be  not  inferior  to  the  best  of  them.     It  consists 
of  a  tale,  of  which  Realmah  is  the  hero,  which  is  told  in  a  series  of 
installments  by  one  of  a  party  of  friends,  who  are  spending  a  holy- 
day  season  in  the  coimtry ;  and  of  their  considerations  together 
upon  the  incidents  and  personages  of  the  story,  and  a  variety  of 
topics  which  casually  present  themselves  in  the  progress  of  their 
everyday  intercourse.     The  tale  is  well  enough,  though  somewhat 
stiff  and  pedantic ;  its  scene  being  laid  among  the  lake-dwellers  in 
the  age  of  stone.     It  furnishes,  however,  not  a  few  opportunities 
for  refined  and  good-natured  satire  and  irony  upon  modern  life, 
especially  upon  public  life  in  England ;  with  an  occasional  glance 
at  that  which  is  private  and  domestic.    The  chief  interest  of  the 
book  lies  in  the  conversations,  which  are  freely  interspersed,  and 
which  fall  upon  a  great  variety  of  topics  as  they  are  elicited  in  the 
progress  of  their  easy  flow  and  apparently  natural  development. 
The  characters  are  distinctly,  though  not  violently  individual. 
The  themes  are  not  too  grandiose  and  stately  for  casual  discourse ; 
many  of  them,  indeed,  would,  at  first  thought,  seem  to  be  too 
trivial  for  such  grave  personages  and  ofiUcial  characters,  but  on  a 
second  view  are  recognized  as  concerning  very  seriously  human 
happiness  and  welfare.    The  sentiments  are  all  kindly  and  chari- 
table;   and,   what  is  not  least  important,  while  there  is  very 
little  fine  writing  in  the  book,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  pure  and  un- 
pretending English.    We  would  gladly  induce  many  of  our  readers 
to  share  with  us  in  the  quiet  satisfaction  which  we  have  received 
from  these  unambitious  and,  at  first,  slightly  unattractive  pages. 

*  Realmah,    By  the  Author  of  Friends  in  Council.    Boston :  Roberts  Brothers. 
1869. 
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A  Half  Century  with  Juvenile  Delinquents.* — The  pre- 
vention of  crime  by  the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents,  and 
by  the  transfer  to  good  homes  of  the  children  of  the  street,  is  one 
of  the  wisest  and  most  encouraging  movements  of  modern  Chris- 
tian benevolence.  The  rapid  increase  of  large  towns  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  ease  with  which  railroads  and  newspapers  familiarize 
the  smaller  villages  with  the  iniquities  of  great  cities,  make  it  im- 
portant that  throughout  the  land  there  should  be  an  acquaintance 
with  the  means  of  reformation  and  prevention  which  are  shown 
by  the  experience  of  philanthropists  to  be  efficacious  and  salutary. 
Even  errors  or  mistakes,  if  fairly  described,  may  be  useful  in 
showing  the  benevolent  what  to  avoid  as  well  as  what  to  copy. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  institutions  for  the  reformation  of  the  young  in  existence. 
In  a  certain  sense  it  is  a  prison,  not  a  home ;  but  it  is  a  prison 
governed  and  directed  by  most  excellent  managers,  who  mean 
that  the  restraints  of  the  law  shall  be  made  efficacious  by  the 
softer  influences  of  Christian  charity.  The  tendency  now  is  to  or- 
ganize reformatories  and  asylums  more  and  more  like  families,  and 
less  like  prisons,  but  **  the  congregate  system,"  as  it  is  called,  has 
the  advantage  of  economy,  and,  as  many  think,  of  discipline  also, 
so  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  at  once  superseded  by  the*  family  sys- 
tem. Whichever  plan  may  be  the  best,  the  experience  of  such  an 
institution  as  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  is  very  import- 
ant, especially  when  given  in  connection  with  that  of  other  kin- 
dred institutions  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Pierce,  in  the  volume  before  us,  has  given  a  careful  review 
of  the  Refuge  in  New  York  (of  which  he  is  Chaplain),  from  its 
origin,  in  1817,  until  the  present  time,  and  he  has  interwoven  with 
the  narrative  a  great  deal  of  interesting  matter  pertaining  to  other 
efforts  for  the  reformation  of  the  young,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  New  York.  His  volume  is  interesting  as  well  as  useful,  and 
deserves  a  place  in  the  history  of  Christian  charity  by  the  side 
Liefde's  popular  narratives  of  kindred  institutions  in  Europe,  t 
is  illustrated  by  portraits  and  by  views  of  the  buildings  referred  to. 

*  A  Half  Century  with  Juvenile  DelinquentB  ;  or,  the  New  York  House  of  Re- 
fuge and  ite  Tlmee,  By  B.  E.  Pibros,  D.  D.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  <b  Go. 
1869.    pp.  884. 
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AkxioLE  I— THE  RELIGION  OF  THE  FUTURE. 

It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament  that  the  dispensa- 
tion which  was  introduced  by  Christ  is  to  continue  until  the 
end  of  the  world.  The  whole  strain  of  the  New  Testament 
shows  this ;  and  such  passages,  especially,  as  "  of  His  king- 
dom there  shall  be  no  end,"  "  He  must  reign  until  He  hath 
put  all  His  enemies  under  His  feet,"  '^  this  gospel  of  the  king- 
dom shall  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto  all 
nations,  and  then  shall  the  end  come,"  are  proofe,  with  many 
others  like  them,  that  the  Founder  of  Christianity  and  His 
disciples  regarded  it  as  the  final  act  of  God's  moral  system  for 
the  human  race.  The  very  nature  of  Christ's  religion  would 
be  enough  of  itself  to  demonstrate,  that  it  must  be,  if  true, 
not  a  stage  in  a  progress,  but  the  ultimate  form  of  religious  truth 
and  thought,  the  last  of  (iod's  economies,  the  fruit  which^ 
when  fully  ripe,  is  followed  by  the  plant's  death  and  the  end 
of  the  year.    As  the  completion  of  whatever  was  imperfect  in 
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Judaism,  as  intended  for  all  mankind  and  claiming  for  itself 
to  satisfy  the  religions  wants  of  all,  it  cannot  be  superseded  by 
any  new  form  of  truth,  or  supplemented  by  a  later  and  im- 
proved revelation.  All  the  progress  of  mankind  until  the  end 
of  time  and  all  the  hopes  of  mankind  are  treasured  up  in  it, 
if  its  claims  are  just.  When  it  shall  have  done  its  work,  the 
present  condition  of  man  on  earth  shall  come  to  an  end,  and 
a  state  of  things  wholly  new,  a  state  of  retribution,  shall 
succeed. 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  present  age  who  refuse  to 
admit  these  pretensions  of  Christianity.  It  is  not  to  be  the 
universal,  nor  the  ultimate  religion  of  the  world.  In  some 
respects  it  may  have  been  a  very  great  improvement  on  what- 
ever of  religious  doctrine  preceded  it,  and  it  has  carried  the 
nations  of  Christendom  to  a  higher  state  of  culture  than  was 
ever  before  reached ;  but  it  is  like  all  other  religions  in  having 
no  historical  basis  and  no  divine  authority.  The  progress  of 
the  world  hereafter  will  consist  in  setting  aside  the  exclusive 
claims  of  Christ,  in  retaining  all  that  in  his  moral  precepts  which 
will  endure  the  storms  of  time,  and  in  giving  the  guidance  of 
the  future  to  science  and  human  insight.  The  religion  of  the 
future  will  be  a  religion  with  all  that  is  peculiar  to  Christiani- 
ty cast  away,  while  something  of  its  spirit  will  be  retained, 
and  with  the  help  of  this  spirit,  without  a  revelation,  the  com- 
ing ages  will  reach  the  point  of  perfection  that  is  attainable 
by  man. 

The  enemies  of  Christianity  are  divided  among  themselves. 
As  Atheists,  Pantheists,  and  Theists — the  latter  of  various 
classes — ^they  even  oppose  and  sometimes  denounce  one  anoth- 
er. Of  this  irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion,  however,  we 
intend  to  make  no  use.  We  will  suppose  that  the  Theists  are 
at  length  to  triumph ; — that  they  who  receive  the  doctrines  of 
an  infinite  God,  and  a  divine  plan  in  governing  the  world,  and 
who  hold  to  a  system  of  morals  something  like  that  of  Christ, 
are  to  gain  the  day  over  all  other  thinkers ; — that  the  destinies 
of  the  world  are  to  be  put  into  their  hands ; — that  the  religion 
of  the  future  is  to  be  as  they  shall  shape  it.  Their  way  of 
thinking,  we  will  suppose,  has  had  its  perfect  work.  The  reign 
of  Christianity  is  over.     That  religion  which  soothed  sorrows 
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and  inspired  hope,  which  took  up  man  amid  the  despair  tof  de- 
caying antiquity,  was  his  only  protector  through  the  middle 
ages,  and  led  on  modem  civilization ;  which  has  encouraged 
philosophy  to  reproduce  the  thoughts  of  God ;  which  has  giv- 
en security  to  states  by  its  lofty  morals,  and  exalts  the  poorest 
of  men  by  awakening  the  feeling  of  human  brotherhood  and 
the  sense  of  human  rights ;  which  has  controlled  and  modified 
art  and  letters, — that  religion,  we  say,  is  fallen,  its  stronghold 
of  facts  is  demolished,  its  mirades,  whether  to  be  explained 
historically  or  not,  are  discarded  as  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  the  Univeise,  its  Christ  is  only  a  man,  its  God  has  re- 
tired behind  the  curtain,  never  to  reveal  himself  in  human 
affairs.  He  spoke  not  to  the  fathers  by  the  prophets.  He 
speaks  not  to  us  by  His  Son.  He  will  never  speak  to  mankind. 
Men  must  do  the  best  they  can  without  Christ  and  without  a 
Gospel. 

Let  us  make  the  most  favorable  supposition  the  case  admits 
of, — that  these  foes  of  Christ's  religion  are  sincere,  earnest, 
philanthropic  men,  haters  of  all  injustice  and  of  all  falsehood, 
that  they  begin  their  work  of  destruction  with  the  purpose  of 
introducing  something  better,  and  really  believe  that  the  pro- 
gress of  man  can  only  be  reached  through  their  systems  of 
thinking.  Let  us  suppose  too  that  unbelief  creeps  over  the 
Christian  world,  not  all  at  once  like  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  but 
by  a  slow  undermining  of  the  foundations,  by  an  abandonment 
of  one  point  after  another.  The  Christian  faith  ceases  not  at 
once  to  be  respected  or  admired,  but  becomes  by  degrees  con- 
scious of  its  weakness,  loses  hope,  retreats  from  the  more  edu- 
cated to  the  less,  lingers  longest  with  the  poor,  the  widow,  the 
afflicted  who  have  no  weight  in  the  world,  and  at  length  dies 
out  and  is  forgotten,  to  be  counted  among  the  many  religions 
which  she  herself  drove  away  from  among  mankind. 

Now  we  ask  what  the  world  will  do  without  a  positive  his- 
torical, revealed  religion.  Let  the  religion  of  the  future  as 
we  will  call  the  rival  of  Christianity,  start  on  its  career  with 
all  veneration  for  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel ;  can  that  veneration 
last  ?  What  doctrines  will  be  left  to  rear  their  heads  above 
the  deluge  of  unbelief?  What  motives  in  favor  of  religion 
will  survive  the  decay,  the  extinction  of  Christianity. 
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We  propose  to  attempt  to  answer  some  of  these  qnestions  in 
a  spirit  of  can<lor,  to  look  at  some  of  the  disadvantages,  which 
will  of  necessity  attend  on  sach  a  religion,  and  to  consider 
what  prospects  it  can  have  of  spreading  over  and  of  bettering 
mankind. 

And  here  let  it  be  permitted  to  ns  to  say  once  for  all,  that 
we  compare  the  resources  and  powers  of  the  Gospel  with  sys- 
tems of  Theism,  but  that,  if  what  we  are  about  to  urge  has 
any  weight,  it  will  be  still  more  weighty  in  the  comparison 
between  Christianity  and  Pantheistic  religions.  The  point 
again  towards  which  we  turn  our  remarks  is  not  directly  the 
truth  of  the  religions  placed  side  by  side,  nor  directly  their 
services  to  mankind,  but  rather  to  find  out  whether  any  reli- 
gion, which  lays  no  claim  to  be  a  revelation,  even  although 
holding  fast  to  a  personal  GK>d,  can  fulfill  the  ofiices  of  a  reli- 
gion for  the  world,  and  whether,  if  it  cannot,  progress  or  civ- 
ilization can  take  its  place. 

I.  Our  first  position  is  that  the  absence  fix)m  a  religion  of 
historical  facts  is  a  very  great  weakness,  or  in  other  words  that 
the  supposed  religion  of  the  fixture,  being  unable,  as  it  must 
be,  to  take  the  form  of  facts  and  of  history  must  be  without  a 
very  great  source  of  power. 

Christianity  is  historical  in  its  very  nature  and  cannot,  as 
we  maintain,  be  torn  apart  firom  history,  without  both  ruining 
the  religion  and  belittling  the  whole  story  of  the  world,  fi)r  the 
system  of  redemption  through  Christ  is  a  progressive  work 
going  on  in  the  world  of  men,  and  culminating  in  the  mani- 
festation here  below  of  the  Son  of  Gh)d.  The  religion  being  a 
story,  and  a  story  concerning  Qod,  its  evidences,  it  is  quite 
natural  to  suppose,  must  not  merely  make  an  appeal  to  the 
moral  judgments  and  sentiments,  but,  like  all  other  story,  must 
depend  on  the  veracity  of  witnesses,  on  the  truth  of  facts  in 
the  outer  world.  Moreover  as  religion  is  a  practical  thing,  as 
its  highest  aim  ever  must  be  to  be  taken  up  into  the  lives  of 
men  and  hence  to  interweave  itself  with  all  action  and  all  his- 
tory, it  must  exhibit  life,  or  truth,  conviction  and  principle  in 
action,  before  our  eyes,— that  is,  it  must  be  historical. 

All  -this  the  great  founder  of  Christianity  and  his  first  fol- 
lowers were  aware  of,  more  so  perhaps  than  any  of  their  suo- 
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cessors  in  the  following  ages  nntil  the  present  time.  He  sent 
them  forth  as  witnesses,  they  took  this  attitude  before  the 
world  and  felt  that  this  was  their  leading  vocation.  Their  view 
of  the  strength  of  the  Gospel  was  justified  by  their  success. 
It  spread,  by  the  simple  telling  of  a  story,  even  among  the 
most  prejudiced,  among  the  Jews  to  whom  a  suffering  Christ 
was  a  stumbling  block,  and  among  the  Greeks  to  whom  a  new 
religion,  bursting  in  upon  the  events  of  the  present  world,  was 
a  thing  not  so  much  as  dreamed  of.  It  is  true  that  it  contained 
a  system  of  doctrines,  a  philosophy  suited  to  man's  wants,  to 
his  convictions,  to  his  deepest  nature,  but  it  is  equally  true 
that  the  philosophy  could  not  have  existed  separate  from  the 
facts  and  that  by  the  facts  it  was  recommended,  impressed,  and 
established. 

To  this  force  of  the  historical  element  in  religion  the  sys- 
tems of  heathenism  bear  testimony. 

On  whatever  principle  we  account  for  the  religions  of  na- 
ture, it  is  evident  that  their  mythologies  and  their  worship  in- 
dicate a  desire  to  bring  the  Deity  out  of  the  region  of  abstract 
thought,  to  represent  him  to  the  human  senses  and  in  contigu- 
ity with  man,  to  call  him  within  the  limits  of  space  and  time. 
The  great  interest,  the  great  charm  of  heathenism  consists  in 
its  mythology,  as  India,  Greece,  Scandinavia,  and  even  the  new 
world  bear  witness :  if  its  views  of  the  Divine  Being  had  not 
taken  the  form  of  a  narrative,  if  the  Gods  had  not  been  repre- 
sented as  living  and  moving  and  acting  among  men,  it  would 
have  lacked  the  power  to  fascinate  and  in  a  measure  to  satisfy 
the  human  soul.  The  Romans,  who  had  at  first  a  sober  reli- 
gion without  image  worship  and  with  a  scanty  mythology,  to  a 
good  degree  deserted  their  earlier  and  vaguer  system  for  the 
more  beautiful,  more  copious,  more  imaginative  fables  of  the 
Greeks.  Upon  mythology  worship  in  a  considerable  degree 
depends ;  the  sacredness  of  particular  spots,  the  reasons  for 
particular  rites,  the  character  of  the  rites  themselves,  are  all  to 
be  referred  to  ancient  and  venerated  traditions.  Poetry  too 
and  art  are  shaped  by  mythology,  they  draw  their  materials 
from  its  fables,  they  act  originally  as  its  handmaids.  And, 
when  heathenism  decays,  as  decay  it  must,  the  overthrow  grows 
out  of  philosophical  views  and  historical  criticism  rejecting  the 
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narratives  handed  down  from  ancient  times.  All  these  and 
many  like  considerations  show  that  religion  would  appear  dead 
and  barren  to  mankind  if  it  assumed  an  abstract  philosophical 
form,  that  it  would  not  come  home  to  the  soul  or  have  a  sway 
over  the  life. 

Even  the  decay  of  heathenism  in  the  Roman  empire,  that 
strange  time  when  the  old  religion  tried  to  brace  itself  up 
against  the  spread  of  doubt  and  of  Christianity,  indicates  a 
longing  for  the  appearance  again  of  the  Deity  amid  human 
events ;  the  magic  rites,  the  mysteries,  the  theurgic  processes 
by  which  men  sought  to  come  into  communication  with  the 
spiritual  world,  were,  as  it  seems  to  us,  so  many  testimonies  of 
human  nature  that  the  Gospel  by  means  of  its  narrative  form, 
that  the  economy  of  our  religion  from  the  first  by  its  history, 
is  most  wisely  accommodated  to  human  nature  and  human 
wants,  so  that  they  who  expect  much  from  a  religion  of  mere 
abstractions  must  be  most  signally  disapi)ointed. 

And  this  experience  of  mankind  under  heathenism   and 
Christianity  makes  it  probable  that  the  nature  of  man  itselfi 
rather  than  anything  so  variable  as  the  style  of  culture  and 
of  knowledge,  pronounces  a  historical  form  to  be  necessary  for 
the  sway  of  religious  ideas  among  mankind.     This  is  made 
more  than  probable  by  several  considerations.    Our  nature, 
except  when  under  strict  philosophical  training,  of  which  few 
are  capable  and  from  which  many  turn  away  in  disgust,  re- 
volts from  abstractions  and  delights  in  concrete  realities.     We 
are  made  to  take  pleasure  in  personal  existences  and  in  their 
actions.     Our  sentiments  need  some  object  on  which  they  can 
fasten,     lieverence  is  not  content  with  existing  as  a  vague  feel- 
ing, but  seeks  for  some  reality  which  may  be  the  object  of  wor- 
ship.    ThefeeVmg  of  dependence  needs  to  have  that  on  which 
we  are  dimly  conscious  of  depending  body  itself  forth  in  some 
apprehensible  form.     Thankfulness  implies  the  purpose  of  a 
known  personal  object  to  confer  a  benefit,  and  so  all  our  feel- 
ings go  forth  only  towards  distinctly  apprehended  personalities.  \ 
But  personalities  evidence  and  manifest  themselves  through 
actions  which  have  to  do  with  life  and  the  world.     So  also  the 
imagination  is  distressed — so  to  speak — if  ^  it  cannot  give  form 
to  the  invisible  and  the  ideal.     The  Christian  religion  could 
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not  hold  its  ground  in  the  world  but  through  a  personal  at- 
tachment to  Christ.  How  then  can  a  religion,  with  no  attrac- 
tion derived  from  history  and  personal  power,  expect  to  be  met 
by  human  sympathy  and  to  spread  through  mankind. 

But  again  a  religion  which  has  no  history  must  be  destitute 
of  the  power  of  life  and  example. 

Life,  considered  in  relation  to  religion,  is  the  embodiment 
wid  test  of  doctrine  or  principle.  Example  is  an  illustration 
or  acting  out  of  principle  in  a  particular  case,  and  implies  an 
influence  on  the  imitative  nature  of  man.  Nothing  gives  so 
much  power  or  weakness  to  a  man  as  his  life.  Nothing  tests 
a  religion  so  much  as  the  way  in  which  it  moulds  the  life  of 
men.  The  life  of  Christ  is  the  central  power  in  Christianity. 
The  treasury  of  the  Church  is  the  good  lives  of  all  faithful 
Christians,  not  because  they  can  do  more  than  they  ought,  as 
the  Eomanists  supposed,  but  because  they  act  just  as  they 
should.  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church, 
not  so  much  because  they  dared  to  die  for  what  they  prized,  as 
because  there  lay  behind  the  martyr's  faith  a  life  that  rose 
above  the  ordinary  level.  If  Christianity  bad  not  put  on  a 
living  form,  if  it  could  not  have  passed  at  once  from  high  and 
loving  precepts  into  the  shape  of  pure  men  and  women,  we 
should  not  be  defending  it  now.  Forgiveness  might  have 
sounded  sweet  in  precept,  but  if  Christ  and  his  dying  disciple, 
Stephen,  had  not  forgiven,  where  would  the  humanity  of  the 
world  have  been  at  this  time. 

It  seems  certain  then  that  the  strength  of  Christianity,  as  of 
Judaism  before  it,  lay  in  its  history,  in  the  lives  which  it 
formed,  and  especially  in  that  one  life  which  it  set  up  as  a  per- 
fect model.  But  for  facts  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  the  cloud  of 
witnesses  would  not  have  surroxmded  us,  the  host  of  shining 
ones  would  not  have  arisen  in  our  sky.  Mere  precept,  al- 
though invested  with  celestial  authority,  can  effect  little ;  an 
abstract  standard  of  character,  not  realized  in  the  life,  will  be 
almost  destitute  of  power  for  the  great  mass  of  mankind. 

But  the  man  whose  religion,  as  he  thinks,  is  to  control  the 
future,  may  ask  whether  it  cannot  become  the  **heir  of  all  the 
ages ;"  whether  all  that  has  been  good  and  pure  in  the  lives  of 
men,  under  the  Goepel  and  under  heathenism,  cannot  be  col- 
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lected  and  used  for  the  good  of  mankind.  Why  may  not 
Christ,  with  his  saints,  stand  on  the  calendar  of  that  religion, 
even  as  the  heathen  emperor,  Alexander  Sevems,  bnilt  a  tem- 
ple to  Christ,  and  counted  Him  among  his  Gk>ds.  Meanwhile, 
he  will  say,  the  religion  itself  will  be  forming  its  own  exam- 
ples of  a  higher  than  Christian  virtue,  and  setting  them  up  for 
the  veneration  of  all  ftiture  time. 

What  success  this  proposed  religion  may  have  in  the  way  of 
making  godly  and  finished  lives  we  do  not  propose  now  to  con- 
sider. But  this  is  certain,  that  a  great  part  of  the  glory  of 
Christian  lives  must  then  be  effaced  and  lost.  For  Christ  will 
have  become  a  self-deceiver,  and  the  view  of  his  own  charac- 
ter under  which  he  acted  was  false.  You  cannot  separate  his 
consciousness  of  a  peculiar  relation  to  God  from  his  life  itself, 
and  you  cannot  separate  the  life  of  his  followers  from  a  faith 
in  him  as  divine,  and  from  the  power  of.  those  truths  which  he 
taught,  and  which,  on  the  supposition,  have  turned  out  to  be 
false  or  to  be  without  divine  authority.  Either,  then,  venera- 
tion and  respect  for  the  character  of  Chrbt  and  of  the  beet 
Christians  will  in  a  good  degree  cease,  or  it  will  be  accounted 
a  thing  of  smaU  importance,  whether  that  be  true  or  false 
which  controls  the  life,  since  falsehood  has  attended  the  devel- 
opment of  the  noblest  characters  known  to  the  world. 

n.  The  supposed  new  religion  of  the  future  must  be  a  reli- 
gion without  authority,  a  religion  constructed  by  human  rea- 
son alone.  The  Christian  religion  claims  a  two-fold  divine  au- 
thority ;  it  is  from  God  and  by  God, — it  is  a  revelation  con- 
tained in  inspired  writings.  Even  if  you  gave  up  the  latter 
source  of  authority,  you  would  not  cut  all  its  connection  with 
heaven,  unless  the  claim  to  inspiration  be  part  and  parcel  of 
the  revelation  itself.  Nor  is  the  Christian  religion  solitary  in 
advancing  such  claims,  but  all  over  the  world,  wherever  reli- 
gions have  sprung  up,  they  have  declared  themselves  to  be  dis- 
closures of  the  Divine  will.  Nor  is  it  important  to  our  ail- 
ment to  decide  whether  these  religions  have  been  the  product 
of  imiDosture,  or  of  the  myth-making  power,  or  of  a  self-delud- 
ing enthusiasm.  If  impostures,  they  confess  a  need  of  some 
authority  beyond  their  inventors.  K  the  oflfeprine:  of  a  myth- 
making  age,  they  clothe  themselves  in  the  garb  of  revelation 
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from  an  instinctiye  sense  that  religion  ought  to  wear  such  a 
dress.  If  they  grow  up  in  an  individual  mind  of  large  imagi- 
native power,  the  same  craving  for  a  connection  with  God  and 
for  an  inspiration  from  Him  is  manifest. 

It  is  further  evident  that  the  reception  of  religion  in  the 
world,  has  much  depended  upon  faith  in  its  divine  origin. 
That  Christ  was  a  teacher  come  from  God  was  an  essential 
element  of  his  power,  without  which  many  would  have  refused 
to  listen  to  His  words,  and  few,  if  any,  would  have  followed 
Him.  The  churches  founded  by  the  apostles  were  founded  on 
faith  in  a  divine  interruption  of  the  natural  order  of  things. 
And  so  the  written  word  is  indebted  for  no  small  part  of  its 
power,  for  the  attention  originally  given  to  it  in  spite  of  its  de- 
fects of  composition,  for  the  hold  it  has  had  on  the  best  minds 
of  the  world  to  a  belief  that  it  is  in  some  way  authorized  to 
give  the  news  of  a  plan  of  God,  which  man's  own  faculties 
could  not  discover,  that  it  contains  facts  and  truths  above  na- 
ture and  above  the  reach  of  reason.  And  hence,  if  at  any 
time  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  religion  lose  their  hold  on 
the  faith  of  any  age,  the  religion  itself  is  abandoned.  We  are 
now  thrown  back  upon  reason ;  we  must  decide  between  differ- 
ent schools  of  philosophy,  or  follow  our  inward  light,  or  be 
tossed  on  the  uncertain  waters  of  scepticism.  And  the  need  of 
divine  authority  for  the  guidance  of  our  faith  and  conduct  is 
felt  by  many  of  the  strongest  minds  to  be  so  great,  that  it  is 
only  with  extreme  reluctance,  and  by  a  kind  of  necessity  which 
is  harrowing  to  the  soul,  that  they  blow  out  the  light  that  was 
their  guide  and  commit  themselves  to  the  direction  of  reason. 
They  feel  when  they  reject  the  Gospel  that  some  authorized 
guide,  some  standard  of  truth,  some  charter,  speaking  pardon, 
spiritual  help  and  hope,  would  he  divinely  precious. 

The  contrast  between  Christianity,  as  authorized  to  make 
God  known  to  men — ^not  indeed  shedding  full  light  on  every 
side,  but  satisfying  and  stimulating  without  suppressing  reason, 
— and  a  religion  of  man's  devising,  is  one  that  reaches  to  the 
very  foundations  of  the  soul's  life.  Keligion  in  the  soul  would 
shrink  into  pitiably  small  dimensions  without  the  guidance 
and  authority  of  a  supernatural  revelation.  What  is  to  become 
of  faith  in  spiritual  realities,  in  what  G^  thinks  of  conduct^ 
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in  what  He  is  and  how  He  will  treat  men,  if  the  Scriptures 
are  of  "private  interpretation,"  if  Christ  spoke  without  au- 
thority, if  no  one  hath  come  down  from  heaven  to  tell  the 
world  of  heavenly  things  ?  What  will  trust  find  to  lean  upon, 
if  the  "great  and  precious  promises"  ai'e  of  human  origin? 
Where  will  repentance  go  for  refuge  if  there  is  no  assurance  of 
pardon  ?  How  will  the  soul  be  made  strong  enough  to  resist 
sin,  if  there  is  ao  certainty  of  divine  assistance  ?  How  can 
such  a  hope  of  heaven  as  reason  can  establish,  fortify  the  er- 
ring against  earthly  trials  and  help  them  to  die  in  peace?  In 
short,  since  every  religious  feeling,  every  virtue,  all  morality, 
all  practical  benevolence  are  now  maintained,  as  Christian  ex- 
perience demonstrates,  by  the  voice  of  God  in  His  word,  will 
there  not  be  an  end  of  all  these  things,  and  must  not  religion 
become  so  uncertain,  so  weak,  when  Christ  shall  be  given  up, 
as  to  have  next  to  no  power  over  human  life  and  society  ? 
Without  divine  authority,  evidence  and  motive  power  are  taken 
away  from  religion,  and  without  these  what  can  it  do  for  the 
good  of  man?  Nay,  without  assurance  concerning  those  great 
questions  that  perplex  unaided  reason,  will  not  the  main  energy 
of  human  thought  be  turned  towards  the  problems  of  philoso- 
phy and  away  from  practical  virtue  ?  Can  a  religion  drawn 
up  out  of  man's  own  soul  satisfy  his  reason  ?  Will  there  not 
be  eternal  questionings,  as  there  were  among  the  old  philoso- 
phers ?  Will  not  the  main  strength  of  the  greatest  minds  be 
spent  in  finding  out  truth,  instead  of  reducing  it  to  practice  and 
using  it  for  human  improvement  ?  At  present  to  a  very  great 
extent  Christianity  satisfies  the  cravings  of  the  soul  by  its 
truth  and  by  its  evidence.  What  can  any  other  religion  which 
claims  no  such  authorities  bring  into  the  world  save  doubt,  rest- 
lessness, self-dissatisfaction_  and  wandering,  unsuccessful  efforts 
after  rest  ? 

To  make  the  immense  importance  of  divine  authority  more 
apparent,  let  us  briefly  sketch  the  progress  of  subjective  reli- 
gion, as  we  find  it  arising  and  increasing  under  the  Gospel.  In 
the  first  instance  there  is  a  recognition,  founded  on  positive 
precepts,  of  a  divine  law  reaching  to  the  thoughts  and  intents 
of  the  heart.  This  the  moral  sense  approves  and  adopts  as  its 
rule,  but  what  would  become  of  the  standard  of  action,  if  the 
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outward  authority  were  to  be  disregarded  and  denied  i    Is  it 
not  certain  that  the  divine  requirement,  as  things  are,  origi- 
nates and  sustains  all  the  convictions  of  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
ligious life,  and  awakens  a  sense  of  want  and  a  sense  of  sin  by 
which  the  soul  is  led  to  God  ?    Then  again  in  the  pathway  of 
our  return  to  God  we  are  met  by  positive  assurances  of  danger 
on  the  one  hand,  and  positive  offers  of  forgiveness  on  the  oth- 
er, without  which  it  is  certain  that  religion  on  the  Christian 
plan  could  not  begin  to  exist.     And  the  terms  of  forgiveness, 
contained  in  these  revelations  which  the  Gospel  makes,  are  the 
outward  resting  place  on  which  the  peace  of  the  soul  through 
a  long  life  reposes.     What  assurance  can  it  find  within  itself  or 
in  the  plan  of  the  world  large  enough  to  fill  the  place  of  this 
authority  ?    Then  the  whole  of  internal  religion  is  obviously 
maintained  by  declarations  of  scripture,  some  of  which,  singly, 
have  afforded  more  comfort  than  all  the  reasonings  and  self- 
encouragements  of  unaided  minds  since  the  world  began.     A 
life  of  inward  morality  and  of  holiness  is  built  on  the  Scriptu- 
ral exhibition  of  God  and  His  holiness.     A  life  of  benevolence 
is  a  following  of  the  precepts,  and  of  the  lives  which  are  pre" 
cepts,  that  the  Scriptures  afford  us.    A  life  of  hope  needs  dis- 
tinct statements,  and  these  must  embrace  both  worlds.    A  life 
of  unworldliness  and  self-renunciation  needs  promises  to  sup- 
port it  in  its  weakness,  lest  it  should  have  given  up  everything 
to  gain  nothing.     And  so  whatever  aspect  religion  presents  to 
us  in  the  soul,  whether  it  consists  in  escaping  firom  sin,  or  in 
reconciliation  of  heart  to  God,  or  in  acts  of  morality  or  of  phi- 
lanthropy or  of  piety,  or  in  the  development  of  certain  feel- 
ings, or  in  the  formation  of  a  certain  character,  it  needs  through- 
out and  actually  uses  the  support  of  the  Scriptures,  as  the 
guide  of  faith,  the  directory  of  life,  the  support  of  every  feel- 
ing of  the  heart.    What  must  happen  then,  when  this  revealed 
word  shall  have  been  abandoned,  when  its  former  influence 
shall  have  ceased,  when  its  light  shall  have  faded  away  from 
the  world's  atmosphere,  but  that  religion  must  lose  its  hold  on 
the  world,  must  dwindle  down  into  a  feeble,  sickly,  timorous 
thing,  looking  every  way  for  help  to  itself,  if  it  do  not  quite 
expire? 
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But  it  will  be  said  by  a  portion  of  those  who  hope  to  see  a 
new  univei-sal  religion  rise  up  on  the  ruins  of  Christianity, 
that  their  faith  is  in  a  certain  sense  from  Ood  and  is  attended 
with  authority  from  Uim.  Every  good  man,  every  man  who 
walks  according  to  the  inward  light  is  in  a  sense  an  inspired 
man.  Christ  had  with  Him  more  truth  than  any  other  hu- 
man being,  because  He  was  better  than  any.  Thus  there  is  a 
kind  of  natural  inspiration  of  the  human  race,  which  is  slowly 
perfecting  truth,  eliminating  errors,  bringing  man  from  the 
outward  and  historical,  from  the  claims  to  divine  authority — 
proved  now  to  be  unreliable  and  yet  for  a  long  time  serving 
as  stepping  stones  in  human  progress — ^to  the  pure  ultimately 
recognized  inner  light  of  the  soul. 

There  is  much  of  beauty  and  attractiveness  in  such  a  theory 
as  this,  but  it  cannot  stand  the  test  of  truth  and  sound  philos- 
ophy. It  takes  no  account  of  the  weakness  of  human  reason, 
as  demonstrated  by  the  history  of  opinions,— of  the  vain  ef- 
forts, for  instance,  made  by  the  Greek  philosophers  to  attain  to 
theological  truth,  and  of  their  hopeless  diversity  of  views  end- 
ing in  scepticism.  It  takes  no  account  of  the  subsequent  his- 
tory of  philosophical  thought,  which  has  failed  down  to  the 
present  time,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  highly  gifted 
minds  in  the  idealistic  and  pantheistic  schools,  to  reach  any 
assurance  in  r^ard  to  any  doctrine  of  religion.  It  takes  no 
account  of  the  diversities  of  opinion,  into  which  men  of  in- 
sight have  been  or  may  be  led,  either  from  confounding  their 
insight  and  the  conclusions  of  their  understandings,  or  because 
insight  itself,  at  least  in  the  present  condition  of  human  nature, 
is  an  unsafe  guide.  It  demands  that  a  man  should  be  good  in 
order  to  have  a  true  insight,  but  how  is  he  to  be  good  except 
by  truth  which  insight  discovers,  and  how  is  he  to  be  followed 
by  those  who  have  no  such  clear  insight  as  his  i  Would  Christ 
have  been  a  lawgiver  and  an  example  for  mankind,  if  he  had 
spoken  out  his  own  private  feelings  without  any  claim  to  di- 
vine authority.  The  theory  then  will  at  length  discover  that 
,  it  is  decking  itself  in  the  robes  of  Christianity,  that  its  illumi- 
nation and  insight  are  really  borrowed  from  the  Gospel,  that 
whenever  it  shall  succeed  so  far  as  to  destroy  faith  in  a  historic 
revelation,  at  once  darkness  and  distrust  will  begin  to  creep 
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again  over  the  minds  of  men  whom  Christianity  had  some- 
what enlighted. 

This  theory  moreover  discloses  its  own  inconsistency  and 
falsehood  by  the  position  which  it  takes  in  regard  to  Christ. 
The  wisest,  best,  humblest,  most  unselfish  of  men,  as  is  con- 
ceded, he  made  the  most  stupendous  mistake  in  regard  to  him- 
self, and  brought  it  about  that  this  mistake  became  engrafted 
on  his  religion,  nay — that  it  gave  to  his  religion  its  distinctive 
character  and  its  power  in  the  world.  So  much  light  with  so 
much  darkness,  such  lofty  purity  united  to  such  false  claims  of 
exaltation  above  the  measure  of  a  human  being — ^this  was  the 
wisdom  and  excellence,  this  the  insight  of  Jesus  Christ.  K  he 
had  insight  and  nothing  more,  is  not  his  insight  wholly  unreli- 
able, since  he  failed  to  see  into  himself? 

in.  The  supposed  religion  of  the  future  will  of  necessity 
have  a  very  limited  range  of  doctrines. 

Keligious  doctrine  is  the  measure  and  sum  total  of  the  mo- 
tives which  a  religion  can  bring  to  bear  upon  character.  If 
the  doctrines  are  false  or  immond,  they  will  form  perverted  or 
defective  characters ;  if  scanty,  they  will  have  little  effect  on 
character;  if  merely  metaphysical  and  not  ethical,  they  will 
have  no  effect  on  character  whatever.  It  has  been  claimed  by 
the  friends  of  Christianity  that  it  is  intensely  practical,  that  its 
grand  truths  or  doctrines,  especially  those  which  are  connected 
with  its  grand  facts  or  history,  have  a  direct  and  most  healthy 
bearing  on  human  life,  that  it  contains  enough  of  truth  to  fin- 
ish human  character  on  all  its  sides,  and  that,  when  believed,  it 
actually  forms  characters  of  the  highest  excellence.  The  ques- 
tion then  is  how  much  loss  of  power  over  human  nature  will 
arise  from  a  rejection  of  the  most  important  and  distinctive 
doctrines  of  Christianity ;  by  the  side  of  which  question  stand 
others  already  answered,  how  much  power  wiU  be  lost  by  los- 
ing the  vital  tbrce  of  a  historical  religion,  and  how  much  will 
be  lost  by  losing  the  authority  of  revelation  and  throwing  men 
back  upon  the  results  of  human  speculation. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  predict  what  shape  the  doc- 
trines of  the  new  religion  of  the  future  will  ultimately  take. 
But  thus  much  we  can  say,  that  if  it  should  start  with  a  cer- 
tain apparatus  of  doctrines,  part  of  them  will  at  length  be 
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broken  or  not  need  at  all,  and  that  owing  to  the  influence  of 
Christian  education,  which  its  advocates  cannot  now  escape,  its 
motive  power  and  seeming  excellence  will  be  greatest  at  first, 
and  will  be  growing  less  and  less  afterward. 

But  let  us  try  to  form  a  candid  estimate,  as  far  as  probabili- 
ties will  allow,  of  the  amount  of  truth  and  motive  that  will  be 
within  the  reach  of  this  religion  of  the  future,  and  that  can  be 
used  in  endeavoring  to  give  finish  to  moral  and  religious 
character. 

First,  whatever  is  especially  Christian,  as  distinguished  from 
natural  religion  and  from  the  conclusions  of  human  reason, 
must  be  given  up.  The  doctrine  that  the  word  became  flesh, 
— that  God  sent  His  Son  to  redeem  men  frotn  sin — will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  fable,  as  an  unaccountable  claim  on  the  part 
of  Jesus  or  an  unauthorized  addition  to  His  teachings.  Thus, 
His  relations  to  God  and  to  man  being  put  on  a  wholly  differ- 
ent basis.  He  ceases  to  be  a  great  personage  governing  the 
world's  history,  and  sinks  into  a  teacher  who  mistook  His  own 
nature  most  fearfully,  and  from  whose  most  authentic  doc- 
trines very  much  must  be  lopped  offl  That  this  alone  would 
make  a  revolution  in  the  world,  greater  than  any  since  the  birth 
of  Christ  himself,  cannot  be  questioned.  Oh !  what  other 
throne,  what  dynasty  of  high  born  kings  reaching  through  ages 
and  famed  through  the  world,  could  fall,  which  man  might  not 
forget  in  a  century  1  But  this  kingdom  over  hearts,  this  invis- 
ible sway  of  Christ  beginning  in  the  self-consecration  of  the 
soul  and  ending  in  the  entire  renovation  of  society  and  of  gov- 
ernment, when  can  it  cease  to  be  regretted  ?  Oh  I  what  lapse 
of  time,  what  changes  in  outer  things  will  prevent  the  world 
from  bleeding  at  every  pore  through  a  feeling  that  it  has  lost 
its  guide  and  the  pledge  of  its  stability  I 

Secondly,  the  doctrine  concerning  God  and  His  providence 
must  be  reduced  to  its  lowest  dimensions.  Whether  the  reign- 
ing form  of  this  new  religion  will  cling  firmly  to  the  personal- 
ity of  God,  as  a  cardinal  point,  and  drive  Pantheists  as  a  her^ 
etical  sect  beyond  its  pale,  cannot  be  distinctly  anticipated. 
But  suppose  its  standard  doctrine  to  be  that  human  nature 
within  itself,  apart  from  proof,  contains  a  recognition  of  a  de- 
ity, when  we  come  to  the  doctrine  of  providence  and  of  spiritual 
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influence,  the  ground  is  more  uncertain.  To  a  providence,  in 
any  such  sense  that  any  interruptions  of  the  common  course  of 
physical  law  can  be  admitted,  it  cannot  subscribe,  for  it  rejects 
all  the  miracles  of  the  past.  And  thus  it  can  scarcely  teach, 
with  any  show  of  consistency,  that  prayer  can  in  any  way  af- 
fect the  order  of  things,  or  be  an  argument  with  God  for  be- 
stowing blessings  on  the  worshipers. 

Moreover,  without  a  positive  revelation,  that  speaks  of  a  God 
near  at  hand  and  around  His  creatures,  it  is  increasingly  hard 
to  put  faith  in  that  high  doctrine,  for  every  advance  of  science 
thrusts  Him  to  a  remoter  distance.  He  has  left  the  reins  on 
the  neck  of  tirae,  and  inhabits  His  eternity  as  a  vital  energy, 
without  concern  or  pity  for  man.  What  check  can  the  reli- 
gion of  the  future  apply  to  this  tendency  to  shut  God  out  of  the 
visible  and  actual  present  ?  Must  it  not  succumb  to  the  re- 
lentless blows  of  science,  and  lose  its  faith  in  a  hand  guiding 
the  world,  since  positive  and  natural  religion  together  find  it 
so  hard  to  furnish  strong  enough  antidotes  against  scepticism  ? 

The  doctrine  of  spiritual  influence,  for  ought  that  we  can  see, 
it  may  with  consistency  admit.  But  who  can  tell  whether  such 
influences  can  be  hoped  for,  since  they  proceed  from  the  free 
will  of  a  sovereign,  who  has  made  no  promises  either  in  an 
external  revelation  or  to  the  soul  ?  May  they  be  prayed  for  ? 
What  encouragement  is  there  even  to  begin  to  pray,  much 
more  to  persevere  in  it,  when  everything  is  so  uncertain? 
May  it  not  be  the  appointed  lot  of  man  to  struggle  alone 
against  internal  evils,  as  he  must  by  the  law  of  his  nature 
against  outward  ?  In  this  state  of  uncertainty  there  will  not 
be  much  prayer,  and  without  Divine  help  the  hope  of  improv- 
ing the  character  will  decline.  Does  not  this  single  considera- 
tion show  that  a  great  part  of  practical  religion  will  be  cut  up 
by  the  roots  ? 

Thirdly,  the  doctrine  concerning  man  which  Christianity 
has  taught  us  will  need  great  modification.  If  the  Gospel's 
view  of  sin  could  be  retained  without  its  remedial  provisions, 
if  a  sense  of  guilt  with  no  assurance  of  forgiveness  conld  settle 
upon  souls  imder  the  new  religion,  as  now,  mankind  would  cry 
out  against  it  in  desperation,  they  would  flee  away  from  leaden 
clouds  of  death  which  let  no  rays  of  hope  through,  or  would 
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wander,  if  not  desperate,  into  all  kinds  of  heathenish  ways  of 
propitiating  God.  Will  it  be  said  that  the  glimpses  which  we 
catch  without  revelation  of  the  Divine  clemency  and  forbear- 
ance would  be  enough  of  an  assurance  for  sinning  men  f  We 
answer,  that  they  might  satisfy  a  weak  sense  of  sin  but  could 
not  comfort  a  deep  one.  The  sense  of  sin  then,  as  of  a  malady 
at  the  root  of  our  nature  for  which  each  one  of  us  is  responsi- 
ble, would  very  much  fade  away.  God  never  having  by  any 
revelation  from  heaven  disclosed  his  wrath  against  all  ungodli- 
ness and  unrighteousness  of  men,  what  suflScient  evidence 
would  there  be  that  sin  is  a  very  great  evil,  how  would  it  be 
seen  to  alienate  the  soul  from  Him,  what  reason  would  there 
be  to  dread  His  frown  ?  Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  sin  would  be 
regarded  as  a  transitional  state  in  the  necessary  progress  of  hu- 
man nature.  And  it  seems  likely  that  the  efforts  against  it 
would  be  confined  principally  to  the  rectification  of  society,  to 
the  removal  of  igDorance,  to  the  relief  of  the  lower  classes,  on 
the  ground  that  human  nature  is  not  bad,  that  evil  emanates 
from  society  and  can  be  effectually  obstructed  and  dried  up  by 
outward  reformations.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that 
by  some  ansBsthetic  process  what  we  call  a  sense  of  sin  would 
be  benumbed.  But  is  it  not  evident  that  the  cost  of  this  would 
be  immense  ?  Must  there  not  ensue  a  weakening  of  the  very 
foundations  of  morality  ?  Could  the  family,  could  society  en- 
dure this  ?  Will  the  religion  of  the  future  be  able  to  endure  it  ? 
Will  not  faith  in  God,  and  faith  in  unalterable  morality,  in  ho- 
liness and  justice,  stand  or  fall  together  with  faith  in  sin? 
Must  there  not  then  be  a  further  plunge  of  a  demoralized  world 
'  into  Atheism  ? 

Fourthly,  the  doctrine  concerning  the  last  things  wiU  very 
probably  be  an  open,  unsettled  question.  Only  a  glance  at  the 
history  of  opinion  down  to  the  most  recent  times  is  enough  to 
show  that  man  has  in  vain  sought  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  im- 
mortality and  future  destiny  of  the  soul.  But  let  the  religion 
of  the  future  pronounce  a  decisive  word  on  these  high  doc- 
trines ;  how  little  will  it  gain  since  it  has  no  new  proofs  to 
bring  forward,  and  has  nothing  but  human  insight  to  rest  upon. 
And  then,  a  future  state  being  admitted,  are  there  to  be  re- 
wards and  pimishments  %     May  sin,  here,  affect  our  state  in 
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that  future  life  ?  If  it  may,  we  need  some  help  from  Q-od,  which 
the  religion  doee  not  make  sure.  If  it  may  not,  of  what  value 
is  the  future  life  in  relation  to  conduct  i  What  is  the  future 
life  in  that  case  but  a  barren  fact  standing  a  great  way  off? 
Thus,  whether  we  consider  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  relig^ 
ion  must  remain  concerning  a  future  life,  or  the  slender  use  it 
makes  of  this  doctrine  in  the  way  of  a  motive  and  of  elevating 
man  above  worldly  things,  it  will  be  found  quite  indifferent 
whether  the  doctrine  be  retained  or  discarded ;  at  the  best,  it 
will  be  an  appendage  of  no  importance. 

The  whole  of  what  we  have  said  thus  far,  and  especially  the 
consideration  of  the  slender  stock  of  truth  at  the  disposal  of 
the  religion  of  the  future,  makes  it  clear  that  the  motive  power 
of  such  a  religion,  its  influence  on  life  and  character,  must  be 
exceedingly  small.  Some  room  will  be  left  for  reverence,  and 
for  the  sense  of  dependence ;  thankfulness  also  may  be  awa- 
kened to  a  degree,  although  crippled  by  doubts  concerning 
Providence.  But  how  narrow  will  be  the  reach  of  trust,  how 
feeble  the  vigor  of  hope,  having  no  promises  to  feed  upon ;  how 
poor  a  part  will  be  played  by  faith  in  things  unseen  I  And  if 
the  doctrine  of  immortal  life  gives  an  immense  amplitude  to 
human  action,  enlarges  our  sense  of  our  own  importance  in  the 
universe,  and  adds  untold  force  to  the  reasons  for  improving 
our  character,  how  lame  will  all  efforts  at  moral  excellence  be, 
how  small  the  motive,  how  trifling  the  issues  of  conduct,  when 
this  great  truth  shall  be  feebly  held  or  quite  discarded ! 

But  in  lieu  of  all  other  considerations  touching  this  point 
we  urge  that  the  new  religion  will  have  no  fuel  for  love  to- 
wards God,  that  the  harmony  of  the  human  and  divine  soul 
will  be  nearly  impossible.  The  justice  of  this  remark  will 
stand  in  a  clear  light  if  we  consider  what  excites  the  emotion 
of  love, — of  lovC)  we  mean,  as  involving  complacency,  confi- 
dence, and  general  harmony  of  spirit, — and  how  it  differs  from 
some  other  feelings  that  play  a  part  in  religion.  The  feeling 
of  reverence  will  be  aroused  according  to  the  laws  of  our  na- 
ture, although  we  may  have  a  very  dim  perception  of  the 
power  that  we  revere.  So  the  sense  of  dependence  implies 
indeed  an  object  on  which  we  depend,  but  gives  no  light  in  re- 
gard to  the  qualities  of  that  object.  But  love  needs  for  its  ex- 
voL.  xxvra.  31 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


480  The  Rdi^ion  of  the  FuUire.  [July, 

istence  some  sort  of  disclosure  or  revelation  of  the  feelings 
and  character  of  the  object  towards  which  it  goes  forth.  Be- 
tween man  and  man  love  cannot  arise,  unless  one  party  has  a 
manifestation  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  other.  We 
cannot  love  an  unknown  person,  nor  love  on  conjecture,  nor 
love  an  intellect.  It  is  the  same  in  the  case  of  the  Divine  Be- 
ing. There  must  go  before  all  love  to  him  some  conviction  of 
his  moral  excellence,  and  as  love  is  reciprocal,  some  assurance 
that  he  can  love  in  return.  And  hence,  again,  there  must  be 
some  persuasion  that  he  can  regard  sinners  with  favor  in  spite 
of  their  sins.  The  history  of  heathenism,  the  convictions  of 
our  own  sinful  natures,  will  show  ns  that  a  sense  of  guilt  with- 
out an  assurance  of  pardon  must  drive  men  from  the  face  of 
God ;  they  will  show  us  the  justice  of  those  words,  "  We  love 
Him  because  he  first  loved  us." 

Now  then  if  the  Gospel  which  pretends  to  be  a  revelation  of 
God's  character  and  of  his  mercy  is  to  be  abandoned  as  untrue, 
what  room  is  left  for  man's  love  to  him  ?  He  has  become  an 
unknown  God ;  how  can  we  love  him  of  whose  character  we 
know  little,  and  of  his  feelings  towards  u%  next  to  nothing? 
Will  it  be  said  that  something  within  us  leads  us  irresistibly  to 
conceive  of  him  as  absolute  moral  perfection  ?  Were  we  to 
grant  this,  which  the  diversities  of  human  religions  do  not 
justify,  yet  love  requires  more,  it  demands  some  knowledge  of 
the  relations  between  him  and  ourselves,  and  how  do  we  gain 
any  information  on  this  point  from  our  insights  and  instinctive 
judgments  %  If  our  nature  assures  us  that  he  loves  the  good^ 
must  it  not  equally  reveal  to  us  his  alienation  from  the  moral- 
ly evil  1  How  then  with  our  conscience  of  sin  can  we  love 
him  whom  we  have  offended,  love  him  of  whose  pardon  we 
have  no  assurance,  love  him  in  whose  sight  our  nature  is  unho- 
ly 1  Love,  then,  in  its  highest  and  noblest  forms  must  be  a  stran- 
ger to  the  religion  of  the  future.  If  love  to  God  is  the  crown 
of  our  character,  if  to  call  such  a  sentiment  into  life  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  chief  glories  of  Christ's  religion,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  great  sources  of  its  strength,  must  not  a  religion  that 
knows  little  of  God,  and  nothing  of  forgiveness,  be  incapable 
of  forming  beautiful  lives  ?  Must  it  not  perish  and  become 
despised  from  its  very  weakness  ? 
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In  short,  the  religion  will  be  of  this  earth,  getting  next  to  no 
mfluence  from  the  unseen  life  beyond  this  world,  or  from  the 
unseen  Ufe  above  this  world.  It  lacks,  therefore,  the  power  of 
faith  and  the  possibility  of  a  life  of  faith.  Can  the  age  when 
it  shall  be  established  fail  of  being  intensely  worldly,  and  epi- 
curean !  Think  of  the  art  and  literature  of  such  an  age  : 
think  of  the  spirit  they  must  breathe ;  think  of  the  loss  of  mo- 
tives for  morality  and  a  religious  life  at  whioh  we  hinted  just 
now.     Can  such  a  prospect  fail  to  excite  deep  alarm  ? 

IV.  We  remark  very  briefly  that  the  new  religion  of  which 
we  speak  will  be  without  the  strength  derived  from  a  church 
and  its  institutions. 

The  Christian  Church  of  the  present,  with  all  its  faults  and 
weaknesses,  is  the  salt  and  the  light  of  the  world.  As  holding, 
preserving,  and  spreading  the  faith  of  Christ,  as  built  on  the 
feeling  of  brotherhood,  and  on  trust  in  a  common  Saviour,  as 
bound  together  by  social  worship,  sacraments,  a  ministry  and 
a  discipline,  and  as  containing  in  itself  a  self-reforming  power, 
it  is  one  of  the  bonds  which  bind  mankind  together,  and  on  it 
the  hopes  of  mankind  in  a  great  measure  rest.  Its  influence 
extends  far  beyond  its  own  pale,  and  beyond  the  religious  in- 
terests of  man ;  it  originates  or  aids  every  effort  to  make  him 
wiser,  happier,  and  more  manly. 

What  now  can  take  the  place  of  the  church,  or  compensate 
man  for  its  fall,  as  fall  it  must,  if  the  old  historical  religion  is 
abandoned?  What  common  hopes,  what  common  object  of 
reverence  or  love  will  the  new  religion  have  to  offer  to  its  pro- 
fessors, nay,  what  common  faith  can  it  supply  them  with,,  ex- 
cept a  few  meagre  shreds  not  large  enough  to  cover  the  naked- 
ness of  reason  f  It  must  have  worship,  but  what  kind  of  worship  ? 
That  in  which  sentimentality  and  taste  take  the  lead,  with  the 
fewest,  the  weakest  appeals  to  religious  feeling.  WiU  it  in- 
troduce prayer  into  its  public  services,  when  the  question  of  an 
answer  to  prayer  is  unsettled,  or  denied ;  or  thanksgiving, 
when  a  Providence  is  doubted,  and  blind  law  accounts 
for  aU  things  ?  Can  it  have  institutions  ?  Institutions  of  a 
hifitorical  origin  are  out  of  the  question,  because  the  religion 
has  no  history  from  which  to  draw  them.  Institutions  made 
for  the  sake  of  having  them  it  can  invent,  but  how  weak  the 
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hold  on  the  mind  of  man  of  such  institutions,  how  small  their 
venerableness !  What  can  it  have  or  find  to  replace  the  sacred 
supper  ?  Compare  the  fellowship  pertaining  to  such  a  dead 
skeleton  of  a  religion  with  membership  in  Christ.  Compare 
its  preaching  on  a  narrow  round  of  dogmas  with  the  inexhaust- 
ible themes  of  the  Christian  pulpit.  Must  not,  in  fact,  morality 
take  the  place  of  religion  in  the  pulpit,  and  religious  doctrine 
be  no  more  looked  to  as  suggesting  the  great  motives  of  action ! 
Compare  the  probable  zeal  for  its  propagation  with  that  result- 
ing from  the  nature  of  the  Qospel,  and  from  the  command  of 
Christ,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world.^  Can  there  be  much  zeal 
for  its  diffusion,  especially  as  long  as  its  friends  maintain  that 
the  systems  of  heathenism  involve  all  the  essential  truths  of  re- 
ligion? Wherever  we  turn,  then,  we  discover  its  weak- 
nesses, we  cannot  find  one  element  of  power.  It  will  make 
noplace  for  itself  in  the  affections  of  human  souls. 

Y.  If  these  things  are  so,  human  progress  must  cease,  and 
civilization,  whenever  the  world  shall  throw  away  its  faith  in 
revealed  religion,  must  decline. 

We  seem  to  ourselves  to  have  shown,  that,  whether  the  form, 
the  evidence,  the  substance,  the  motive  power,  or  the  social  in- 
fluences of  the  new  rival  of  Christianity  be  taken  into  view, 
it  is  wholly  weak  and  unreliable.  Can  the  destinies  of 
mankind  be  safely  entrusted  to  a  religion  without  facts,  with- 
out authority,  with  a  minimum  of  doctrines,  and  with  no  in- 
stitutions at  all  ?  Must  not  the  advancement  of  society  in  all 
that  is  good,  cease,  if  Christianity  is  to  lose  its  hold  over  the 
faith  and  love  of  men.  If  a  large  factor  be  thrown  out  of  the 
account,  must  not  the  product  be  greatly  lessened  ? 

There  is  but  one  answer  to  this  question  :*  such  a  decline 
must  take  place,  unless  in  the  future,  other  influences  are  to 
make  up  for  the  diminished  power  of  religion.  Just  this.  We 
suppose,  is  what  many  thinkers  anticipate,  who  have  rejected 
the  claims  of  Christianity.  We  apprehend,  that,  as  a  class, 
those  who  have  looked  upon  bare  Theism  as  the  heir  and  suc- 
cessor of  the  Gospel,  do  not  put  very  much  of  dependence  up- 
on this  predicted  religion  of  the  future ;  we  conceive  that  it  is 
expected  to  take  its  place  as  a  handmaid  and  not  as  a  mistress, 
while   civilization,  or  progress^  is  looked  upon  as  the  coming 
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Queen  of  the  world.  The  bitter  taunt  of  the  Greek  poet  is  to 
be  fulfilled,  who  makes  his  sophist  say,  that  vortex  or  whirl 
has  expelled  Jupiter  from  ln*s  throne ;  God  is  to  cease  to  reign 
and  Progress  will  take  his  place.*  This  doctrine  of  progress 
may  adopt  the  form  of  a  fatal  development,  or  that  of  a  free 
advance  in  accordance  with  a  divine  plan.  The  first  form,  or 
that  which  it  must  assume  in  a  pantheistic  theory  of  the  world, 
does  not  now  concern  us.  The  other  form,  or  that  which  a 
Theist,  who  rejects  the  scriptures,  can  embrace,  will  be  some- 
thing like  this :  that,  in  the  course  of  time  there  will  be  such 
an  accumulation  of  knowledge,  such  a  lifting  up  of  man  above 
nature,  such  improvements  in  government  and  legislation,  such 
refinement  diffused  through  society,  that  even  in  the  lowest 
classes,  the  propension  will  be  towards  sobriety,  honesty,  chas. 
tity,  and  kindness.  And  so  a  very  little  influence  from  relig- 
ion, very  little  knowledge  of  God,  or  concern  about  him  will 
give  all  needed  aid  to  the  advancement  of  mankind. 

A  theory  of  human  progress  like  this  deserves,  on  account  of 
its  importance,  an  extended  examination ;  we  must  content 
ourselves,  however,  with  two  or  three  remarks  that  bear  on  our 
subject  more  immediately :  we  observe,  then, 

1.  First,  that  facts  do  not  justify  the  hope  of  such  a  pro- 
gress ;  we  mean,  that  the  improvements  which  have  beenmad  e 
in  society  must  be  ascribed  chiefly  to  Christianity ;  that  ad- 
vances in  physical  science  have  no  great  weight  in  bringing 
about  moral  ones ;  and  that  ameliorations  of  governments  and 
of  society  can  scarcely  begin,  cannot  be  permanent,  without 
the  aid  of  religion. 

It  is  apparent  that  a  benevolent  feeling  aroused  by  the  Gos- 
pel has,  in  fact,  had  very  much  to  do  with  modem  reforms  ; 
with  reforms,  for  example,  in  prison  discipline,  in  the  houses, 
habits,  and  privileges  of  the  poor,  in  promoting  temperance,  in 
putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade  and  to  slavery,  in  sending 
light  to  the  ignorant,  in  endeavoring  to  spread  the  spirit  of 
peace.  Christ's  religion  has  in  fact  taken  the  lead  in  schemes 
for  the  benefit  of  society,  and  it  will  be  scarcely  maintained 
that,  while  thus  at  the  head  of  this  blessed  movement,  it  has 

*  Aristopb.  Nubes  881,  AZvof  reigns  viee  ^t6i. 
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crippled  or  suppressed  other  benevolent  forces,  which  can  take 
its  place  when  it  shall  become  extinct.  For  where  are  they  t 
"Were  they  in  action  when  the  Gospel  overcame  heathenism, 
and  were  they  put  in  the  background  by  it  as  by  some  jealous 
monarch  ?  On  the  other  hand,  without  the  Gospel  the  field, 
and  the  energy  of  benevolence  will  be  vastly  lessened.  The 
field  will  be  earthly  relations  almost  exclusively.  The  energy 
will  be  paralyzed,  when  the  conception  of  God's  kingdom  on 
earth,  when  faith  in  Divine  influences  shall  be  discarded,  when 
the  doctrine  of  a  future  life  shall  be  disbelieved,  or  just  clung 
to,  amid  the  waves  of  uncertainty. 

Again,  the  advance  of  science  does  not,  in  fact,  secure  the 
advance  of  society,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  Christ- 
ians and  other  benevolent  persons.  As  far  as  the  past  can 
teach  U9,  science  may  add  indefinitely  to  its  stores,  while  society 
continues  corrupt  or  degenerates.  There  are  armies  of  thieves 
and  of  reprobates,  worse  than  heathens,  within  sound  of  the 
voice  of  the  great  lecturers  of  Paris.  Oflicers  of  preventive 
and  of  correctional  police  have  plenty  of  work  to  do  in  all 
large  cities,  both  in  Europe  and  this  free  land.  In  some  re- 
spects the  dangerous  classes  in  large  towns  are  worse  than  they 
were.  They  know  more,  and  are  more  excitable.  Their  know- 
ledge, having  nothing  to  do  with  rules  of  conduct  and  the 
meaning  of  life,  being  in  fact  such  as  a  class  of  men  without 
religion  would  gather,  makes  them  craftier,  more  able  to  com- 
bine, more  able  to  evade  justice. 

Nor  is  there  any  necessary  connexion  between  the  advance 
of  science  and  the  improvement  of  political  institutions.  Even 
the  theory  of  politics  may  be  conformed  to  true  science  in  a 
nation,  while  yet  the  body  politic  may  have  no  power  to  gov- 
ern itself  or  to  shake  off  abuses.  The  moral  energy,  the  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice,  the  courage  to  attempt  reform  in  the  right 
way,  the  hope  of  success,  the  healthful  tone  of  opinion  in  so- 
ciety concerning  justice, — all  these  and  other  sources  of  nation- 
al health  are  far  less  dependent  on  the  state  of  science  than  on 
religious  and  moral  influences.  Nations,  in  order  to  grow 
great,  or  become  free,  or  remain  free,  must,  like  single  men, 
have  strength  of  character,  and  this  is  mainly  from  moral  and 
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religious  culture,  or  from  a  certain  simplicity  of  life  which  is 
lost  in  high  cultivation. 

2.  But  in  the  second  place  theories  of  human  progress  like 
that  at  which  we  are  looking,  misconceive  of  and  underrate 
the  power  appropriate  to  religion  in  the  civilization  of  the 
world,  and  also  give  an  exceedingly  earthly  view  of  life. 

They  misconceive  of  the  civilizing  power  of  the  Gospel. 
At  least  they  seem  to  conceive  of  Christians  as  thinking  that 
religion  of  itself,  without  the  aid  of  any  other  agencies,  is  the 
sole  source  of  human  improvement  and  civilization.  But  the 
true  and  received  statement  is  that  religion  controls  the  forces 
which  mould  and  refine  the  sotd  and  society.  It  is  the  main- 
spring or  the  governing  wheel  which  gives  motion,  and  it  also 
regulates  and  harmonizes  all  movement.  It  is  in  harmony 
with  all  truth  and  in  sympathy  with  all  improvement,  but  it 
^ts  not  only  through  its  own  direct  invisible  power,  but 
through  the  laws  of  nature,  of  the  soul,  and  of  society.  It 
looks  on  the  science  of  nature  with  favor,  because  this  is  an 
exposition  of  the  thoughts  of  God^  and  thus  science  has  a 
strong,  healthy  growth  under  its  fostering  influence.  It  sends 
the  individual's  thoughts  within,  and  thus  aids  the  science  of 
the  soul.  It  makes  him  aware  of  his  rights  and  his  duties,  and 
thus  helps  to  build  up  a  true  philosophy  of  man  in  the  State, 
as  well  as  a  just  society.  It  elevates  his  felielings  and  purifies 
his  taste,  and  thus  gives  wing  to  true  art.  It  is  the  foe  of  vice, 
and  thus  of  all  ignorance  and  of  all  oppression.  But  its  glory 
lies  in  making  **  all  things  new,"  not  without  other  agencies, 
but  through  its  control  over  them,  and  through  its  sway  over 
the  individual  souL 

Again,  in  such  theories  of  civilization  the  power  of  the 
Christian  religion  seems  to  be  greatly  underrated.  In  the  first 
place,  a  due  value  is  not  set  upon  that  which  is  distinctively 
Christian,  as  compared  with  that  which  belongs  to  Judaism 
and  to  natural  religion.  The  history  of  Christian  art,  the  ex- 
amination of  religious  experience,  if  we  look  to  no  other  sources 
of  proof,  will  show  us  that  the  great  sway  over  life  and  society 
proceeds  fix^m  that  which  is  new  in  Christianity,  from  Christ 
in  His  person,  life,  and  work,  from  forgiveness  of  sins  and  re- 
demption, from  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  from  the  judg- 
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ment  and  the  future  state.  Take  all  this  away,  and  you  take 
away,  if  we  are  not  deceived,  nearly  all  that  constitutes  the 
superiority  and  the  glory  of  Christian  civilization. 

But  again,  such  theories  contemplate  the  civilizing  forces  of 
Christianity  as  standing  side  by  side  with  those  of  literature^ 
art,  science,  law,  and  govemmeut.  Tariffe,  roads,  and  printing 
presses  are  held  to  be  as  original  and  as  efficient  benefactors  of 
society,  as  bibles  and  sermons.  But  this  seems  to  be  a  v^y 
serious  mistake,  which  grows  out  of  another,  still  more  funda- 
mental, concerning  the  nature  of  man, — an  assumption  that 
he  is  unfallen,  that  he  has  all  power  within  himself  without 
the  aid  of  new  truth  from  heaven  to  elevate  his  condition.  Is 
it  not  evident  that  the  system  of  practical  forces  which  make 
up  the  Gospel,  must,  if  believed  and  loved,  govern  the  will, 
heart,  and  life  of  the  individual,  and  that  through  the  amelio- 
ration  of  the  individual  all  civilizing  influences  will  be  either 
perfected  or  originated?  What  the  Gospel  has  done  or  can  do 
in  the  way  of  benefiting  society,  the  institutions  it  founds,  the 
science  it  warms  into  life  ought  not  surely  to  be  alleged  as  rea- 
sons why  we  can  get  along  at  some  future  day  without  the 
Gospel.  The  Gospel  is  not  the  schoolmaster  who  leaves  the 
grown  up  pupil  to  be  guided  by  his  own  reason ;  it  is  the  leav- 
en hid  in  the  meal  tmtU  the  whole  mass  is  leavened. 

The  conservation  of  society  can  be  entrusted  only  to  moral 
and  religious  forces.  If  religion  has  no  moving,  preserving, 
checking,  or  balancing  power,  or  if,  as  is  true  of  heathenism,  it 
is  itself  immoral,  then  art,  literature,  whatever  promotes  the 
advance  of  society,  is  paralyzed  or  corrupted  ;  and  there  comes 
on  a  decline  of  society,  as  in  Greece  after  Alexander  and  inRome 
under  the  emperors,  without  hope  of  recovery  from  any  inter- 
nal power.  On  the  other  hand,  if,  as  is  true  in  the  case  of 
Christianity,  the  religion  is  ethical  in  the  highest  sense,  in  the 
sense  not  only  of  teaching  morals  but  of  enlarging  the  concep- 
tion of  what  is  right  and  supplying  the  highest  motives  for  the 
ennoblement  of  character,  then  there  is  a  foundation  laid  on 
which  society,  with  all  its  interests,  can  rest,  and  there  is  op- 
portunity for  all  that  progress  which  is  possible  in  consistency 
with  the  condition  of  man. 
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We  are  now  prepared  to  say,  that  if  the  influences  from  the 
Gospel  should  be  withdrawn,  a  most  earthly  civilization,  one 
having  its  own  doom  written  on  its  forehead,  would  take 
the  place  of  that  which  Christianity  has  been  the  leading  agent 
in  forming.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  all  thinkers  should 
lose  faith  in  th^  immortality  of  the  soul.  Is  it  not  evident  that 
with  the  abandonment  of  this  one  truth  the  concerns  of  the 
present  world  would  begin  to  assume  a  new  relative  importance, 
that  all  motives  drawn  fix^m  a  life  to  come  would  be  feeble,  that 
self-gratification  must  rise  in  value,  and  self-denial  fall,  that 
all  the  aspirations  of  man  must  droop  and  wither?  Is  it  not 
evident  that  something  of  that  mingled  frivolity  and  despair 
which  Atheism  engenders,  and  of  which  heathen  society,  es- 
pecially in  its  decay  when  its  faith  is  lost,  gives  us  examples, 
would  brood  over  the  world  ?  For  how  could  civilization  fail 
to  decline,  when  frivolity  blighted  the  taste  and  depraved  the 
moral  judgments,  and  when  despair,  the  sense  of  the  empti- 
ness of  life,  took  away  the  stimulus  from  all  noble  endeavor? 

3.  Finally,  in  one  very  important  respect  the  very  progress 
of  society  demands  the  assurances  and  supports  of  positive 
Christian  truth.  As  knowledge  and  refinement  increase,  the 
standard  of  character  tends  to  rise,  and  along  with  it  will 
deepen  the  feeling  of  responsibility  and  the  pain  of  falling  be- 
low the  standard.  A  sense  of  imperfection — of  sinfulness  if 
we  may  call  it  so,  as  keen  as  any  other  sense  and  more  inde- 
structible, will  then  be  in  vigorous  exercise.  How  is  this  sense 
to  be  satisfied  without  a  Gospel  ?  Heathenism  has  had  its 
method  of  satisfying  the  consciousness  of  sin,  its  reconciliation 
of  man  and  God,  in  which  lay  no  small  part  of  its  strength. 
Christianity  has  its  method,  and  herein  lies  much  of  the  ser- 
vice which  it  has  rendered  to  mankind.  But  naked  Deism,  the 
religion  of  human  insight  and  natural  reason,  says  nothing  of 
pardon  and  redemption,  nothing  of  a  helping,  life-giving  spirit 
In  this  respect  it  occupies  a  much  weaker  position  than  that 
which  is  taken  by  the  systems  of  necessary  development.  They 
legitimately  deny  the  reality  of  moral  evil.  It  has  for  them 
no  existence,  because  th^  will  is  not  free,  or  because  sin,  being 
a  necessary  stage  for  finite  minds,  is  not  objectively  evil.  But 
a  system,  in  which  a  personal  God  is  a  central  principle,  can- 
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not  extinguish  the  sense  of  sin  or  deny  its  reality.  Nay,  the 
further  the  true  refinement  of  society  is  carried,  the  higher  the 
standard  of  character  is  raised,  and  the  vaster  the  creation  is 
shown  to  be  by  science ;  so  much  the  more  grandeur  and  glory 
are  spread  around  the  throne  of  God.  Sin,  then,  tends  to  en- 
large in  its  dimensions  before  the  eye  of  a  refined  age  which 
has  not  thrown  aside  its  faith  in  the  iftoral  attributes  of  God. 
Eut  Deism  has  nothing  to  satisfy  this  sense  of  sin  but  baseless 
hopes  and  analogies  drawn  from  the  unexplained  dealings  of 
God.  If  God  ought  to  forgive  because  the  best  conceptions  of 
human  virtue  include  forgiveness,  He  ought  to  have  indigna- 
tion against  sin  because  that  too  enters  as  an  element  into  our 
ideal  of  perfect  character.  And  how  terrible  that  indignation ! 
What  distance  so  vast  as  that  between  the  Infinite  One,  inhab- 
iting His  dwelling  place  of  holiness,  and  a  soul  conscious  of 
selfishness  and  of  impurity  !  The  course  of  things,  if  Deism  should 
be  the  ultimate  form  of  religion,  would  be  something  like  this- 
As  long  as  the  recollections  and  infiuences  of  Christianity  sur- 
vived its  fall,  earnest  souls  would  hope  on,  they  would  stay 
their  soul-hunger  on  the  milk  drawn  from  the  breasts  of  their 
dead  mother.  But  a  new  age  would  toss  about  in  uncertainty, 
if  not  in  despair ;  or  els^,  throwing  aside  their  Deism  which 
brings  before  their  wearied  minds  the  unsolved  problem  of  the 
relations  of  sinning  man  to  a  holy  God,  they  would  hunt  after 
peace  in  the  fields  of  Atheistic  or  Pantheistic  philosophy. 
Civilization  with  God  but  without  Christ  leads  to  a  terrible 
dilemma.  If  the  sense  of  sin  remain,  the  life  of  all  noble 
souls  will  be  an  anxious,  gloomy  tragedy.  Or  if  that  burden 
so  crushing  is  thrown  off  as  in  a  life  struggle,  then  the  stand- 
ard of  character  will  fall  and  the  sense  of  sin  grow  faint  to 
such  a  degree  that  the  pardon  from  God  craved  in  heathenism 
will  not  be  needed,  and  the  utmost  frivolity  will  be  reached  of 
life  and  manners.  In  either  case  the  progress  of  civilization 
will  be  stopped ;  the  world  of  the  future  will  be  doomed ;  and 
the  "religion  of  the  future"  will  turn  out  to  be  a  miserable 
raft,  unfit,  after  the  shipwreck  of  Christianity,  to  carry  the 
hopes  and  the  welfare  of  mankind  down  the  ages. 
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Aotiolb  II.— the  AMERICAN  COLLEGES  AND  THE  AMERI- 
CAN PUBLIC 

III. 

In  the  two  preceding  papers  with  this  title  we  have  treated  of 
the  studies  and  tJie  methods  of  instruction  which  are  best 
adapted  to  the  American  colleges,  in  their  present  condition, 
and  in  their  present  relations  to  the  sentiments  and  the  calture 
of  the  country.  A  few  topics  of  a  somewhat  general  and 
miscellaneous  character  remain  to  be  considered.  These  are 
no  less  important  and  are  perhaps  more  interesting  than  those 
which  have  hitherto  occupied  our  attention. 

The  most  of  these  topics  relate  to  the  college  as  a  commAini' 
ty.  Sufficient  prominence  is  not  always  given  to  the  social  and 
common  life  which  characterizes  most  of  the  American  col- 
leges. There  are  a  few  of  these  institutions,  it  is  true,  in  which 
these  influences  are  not  especially  noticeable.  Those  colleges 
in  our  large  cities  in  which  nearly  all  the  students  reside  at 
home,  and  none  live  in  common  lodgings,  have  a  much  less 
marked  and  energetic  public  life.  The  students  in  these  in- 
stitutions are  not  shut  up  to  the  society  of  one  another.  They 
are  not  separated  from  the  life  of  the  family;  but  this  continues 
to  exert  its  accustomed,  though  a  somewhat  divided  influence. 
The  excitements  of  society  out  of  the  family  are  as  much 
within  the  reach  of  the  student  as  before  he  entered  college, 
and  are  likely  with  the  progress  of  his  student-life  to  be  more 
and  more  attractive  and  engrossing.  The  intellectual  influences 
of  the  students  upon  one  another  are  mainly  restricted  to  the 
class-room  and  the  occasional  debate.  They  do  not  proceed 
from  a  social  life  which  is  created  by  residing  in  common 
lodgings,  eating  at  common  tables,  and  participating  in  com- 
mon conversations,  sports,  and  festivities.  Those  colleges  in 
which  the  number  of  students  is  very  small,  furnish  a  public 
opinion  which,  it  may  be,  is  less  active  for  evil ;  possibly  one 
that  is  less  efficient  and  controlling  for  good.    It  may  not  be 
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easy  to  analyze  this  subtle  but  most  potent  agency  into  its 
various  elements  and  to  assign  to  each  constituent  its  relative 
force.  Indeed  the  product  itself  is  far  from  being  a  constant 
quantity.  It  is  not  the  same  in  any  two  institutions ;  each 
individual  college  having  a  genius  loci  of  its  own,  which  is  in 
part  dependent  on  traditionary  influences  and  in  part  affected 
by  the  force  of  living  men  and  of  current  events.  This  spirit 
varies  in  the  same  college,  and  it  may  be  with  each  college 
generation.  There  are,  however,  a  few  salient  features  that  are 
oommon  to  all  these  colleges  and  that  are  active  at  all  times, 
which  it  is  not  difficult  to  enumerate. 

These  influences  are  not  always  adequately  estimated  even 
by  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  exhilaration  and  have  been 
stimulated  by  the  force  of  this  highly  oxygenated  atmosphere. 
Those  who  have  not  experienced  them  find  it  difficult  to  esti- 
mate them  at  their  real  value,  and  often  listen  with  incredu- 
lous questionings  to  the  representations  of  their  great  import- 
ance, or  look  with  silent  wonder  upon  the  excitement  which 
they  occasion  in  the  young  collegian  as  he  begins  to  feel  the 
stimulus  of  this  peculiar  life,  and  in  the  gray-headed  student 
whenever  he  greets  an  old  classmate  with  an  unmistakable 
heartiness  or  reverts  to  the  scenes  of  his  college  life  with  a 
special  enthusiasm.  It  is  important  that  they  should  not  be 
overlooked  in  any  attempt  to  vindicate  the  college  system 
against  the  prejudices  or  misconceptions  which  are  entertained 
by  its  censors  and  judges  of  the  American  public.  Possibly 
the  discussion  may  result  in  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
indispensable  value  of  such  an  agency  in  a  state  of  society  like 
onr  own  and  of  the  duty  resting  upon  the  philanthropist  and 
the  patriot  to  make  it  more  efficient  and  abundant  in  its  influ- 
ences for  good. 

The  college  community  is  emphatically  an  isolated  commu- 
nity ;  more  completely  separated  and  farther  removed  than 
almost  any  other  from  the  ordinary  and  almost  univer- 
sally pervading  influences  of  family  and  social  life.  When 
the  student  leaves  his  home  to  enter  college,  it  is  true  that 
in  a  most  important  sense  he  leaves  it  forever.  lie  literal- 
ly leaves  father  and  mother,  not  in  his  affections  or  his  respect ; 
for  both  of  these  feelings  may  remain  with  him  and  grow 
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stronger  and  tenderer  with  absence  and  the  progress  of  years ; 
but  he  does  leave  them  in  respect  to  the  controlling  power 
which  they  are  to  exert  over  his  opinions,  sentiments^  and  aims. 
He  may  do  this  nnconscionsly  and  most  nnwilliogly,  but  he 
does  it  none  the  less  truly  and  emphatically.  When  the  father 
has  carefully  provided  for  the  comfort  of  his  son  in  the  apart- 
ments which  are  henceforward  to  be  his  new  home,  he  little 
thinks  of  the  import  of  what  he  has  done.  When  the  mother 
takes  her  affectionate  and  most  anxious  leave  of  the  boy  who 
goes  forth  into  his  new  life,  she  little  dreams  how  true  it  is 
that  she  loses  him  as  a  boy  forever.  The  public  opinion  of  the 
little  community  which  has  hitherto  formed  his  aspirations 
and  his  hopes,  his  principles  and  his  prejudices,  is  henceforth 
to  cease  to  be  controlling ;  in  the  future  it  will  either  entirely 
give  way  to  another,  or  will  share  with  it  a  doubtful  and  di- 
vided influence.  The  public  opinion  of  the  larger  community 
of  mankind  which  had  begun  to  be  felt  through  the  openings 
which  the  family  life  had  allowed,  is  swept  away  by  the 
new  atmosphere  that  rushes  around  him,  and  gradnally 
but  quickly  becomes  all-absorbing  and  controlling.  Re- 
moved from  the  restraints  of  home,  not  yet  subjected  to  the 
restraints  and  responsibilites  of  society  and  its  public  opinion, 
the  college  student  is  abruptly  introduced  into  an  isolated  and 
peculiar  cobnmunity,  which  is  eminently  self-contained  and 
self-sufl5cing,  most  energetic  in  its  action  and  all-pervading  in 
its  presence.  Tliis  common  opinion  is  sensitive  and  changeable  ; 
often  it  is  capricious  and  unreasonable ;  it  exerts  over  all  the 
members  of  the  commonwealth  a  subtle  and  resistless  fascina- 
tion. Something  of  this  inflnence  is  exerted  in  a  large  pubUc 
school — ^but  the  influences  of  the  college  community  are  im- 
mensely more  energetic  and  endurins^.  This  is  owing  to  many 
reasons.  The  college  student  is  older  and  though  for  that  reason 
he  should  be  less  pliable  and  more  self-relying  and  independent, 
yet  the  first  form  in  which  the  developing  man  asserts 
his  being  is  ordinarily  to  attach  himself  to  a  society  of  those 
who  like  himself  are  ready  to  withstand  the  control  of  his 
^'  natural  enemies."  It  is  no  paradox  to  say  that  the  first 
essay  of  the  student's  independence  is  often  an  act  of  prostrate 
subserviency  to  the  opinion  of  the  college  community.    This 
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opinion  he  at  first  has  little  share  in  forming :  he  does  little 
else  than  yield  himself  to  the  opinion  which  he  finds  already 
formed.  This  community  has  its  traditions,  which  are  repre- 
sented to  be  sacred  by  age  and  uniform  observance ;  its  cus- 
toms, which  are  so  ancient  that  the  memory  of  man  runneth 
not  to  the  contrary,  i.e.  for  one  college  generation ;  its  self- con- 
stituted and  venerable  lawgivers  in  the  guise  of  certain  loud 
mouthed  personages  who  are  often  little  better  than  disguised 
sons  of  Belial ;  its  natural  aristocracy  of  eminent  scholars,  dis- 
tinguished writers,  prize  and  honor  men,  boating  men,  and 
gymnasts.  To  these  should  be  added  its  ladies'  men,  it3  fancy 
men,  its  fast  men,  its  witty  men,  and  its  stupid  and  silly  men, 
through  all  the  varieties  of  the  Dii  majorum  et  minorum 
gentium  who  make  up  the  college  mythology.  It  is  eminently 
a  law  unto  itself,  making  laws  and  enforcing  them  which  no  other 
community  would  recognize  or  understand ;  laws  which  are  often 
strangely  incongruous  with  the  usually  received  commandments 
of  God  and  of  man.  It  has  standards  of  character  which  are 
peculiar  to  itself,  unlike  those  which  the  great  world  recognizes, 
but  which  are  well  understood  and  most  efficient  within  its  own 
limited  circle.  It  has  an  intellectual  atmosphere  of  its  own,  stim- 
ulating to  extraordinary  and  long  continued  labor,  and  to  aus- 
tere self-denial,  sometimes  unwise  in  the  aims  and  methods  of 
activity  which  it  enforces.  Its  social  customs,  laws,  and  crite- 
ria, are  the  products  of  its  isolated  and  peculiar  life,  and  are 
an  unsolved  enigma  to  all  other  societies.  Its  ethical  and  reli- 
gious life  is  marked  by  singular  excellencies  and  as  striking 
inconsistencies  and  defects ;  sometimes  sinking  far  below  the 
rules  and  attainments  of  men  in  other  communities  and  some- 
times soaring  loftily  above  them.  No  community  is  swayed 
more  completely  by  the  force  of  public  opinion.  In  none  does 
public  opinion  solidify  itself  into  so  compact  and  homogeneous 
a  force.  Before  its  power  the  settled  judgments  of  individ- 
ual conviction  are  often  abandoned  or  overborne,  the  sacred  as- 
sociations of  childhood  are  relaxed,  the  plainest  dictates  of  truth 
and  honor  are  misinterpreted  or  defied.  Notwithstanding  the 
unnatural  virulence  of  the  morbid  epidemics  with  which 
this  community  is  occasionally  visited,  and  the  steady 
operation    of   certain    endemic    tendencies    to   evil,  justice 
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requires  us  to  assert  that  the  prevailing  inflaences  are 
not  only  healthful  but  are  eminently  vitalizing.  In  no  com- 
munity of  persons  of  immature  age  is  the  intellect  more  likely 
to  be  efficiently  awakened,  and  on  the  whole  to  be  more  wisely 
directed,  than  in  this  commonwealth.  In  none  is  real  merit 
more  likely  to  be  discerned,  or  when  discerned  is  it  more  gen- 
erously acknowledged.  In  no  community  are  the  fictitious 
distinctions  of  life,  as  of  wealth,  birth,  and  manners,  of  so  little 
account  in  comparison  with  intellect,  generosity  and  open- 
heartedness.  In  none  do  the  rich  and  poor  meet  together  on 
terms  more  honorable  to  the  rich  and  more  acceptable  to  the 
poor,  than  on  the  arena  dignified  by  the  presence  of  earn- 
est intellectual  labor,  and  cheered  by  the  sunshine  of  youthful 
sympathy.  In  none  are  shallowness,  pretension,  and  shams 
more  quickly  discovered  or  treated  with  a  more  unanimous 
derision.  In  no  community  in  which  young  men  live  togeth- 
er are  that  conceit  and  assumption  which  are  as  natural  to  many 
youth  as  teething  is  to  infancy,  more  effectually  rebuked  and 
more  quietly  abandoned.  Even  the  resident  traditionary 
follies  and  sins  of  the  place,  its  antagonisms  against  the  faculty 
and  the  law,  the  occasional  frightful  evasions  and  untruth 
in  the  acts  and  words  of  otherwise  honorable  and  honest  stu- 
dents in  their  dealings  with  the  government,  and  the  jealousies 
and  feuds  between  classes  and  factions,  are  many  of  them 
exaggerated  and  perverted  virtues,  so  that  the  very  "  failings  "  of 
college  students,  however  inexcusable  and  injurious  they  are, 
may  be  truly  said  to  "  lean  to  virtue's  side." 

In  respect  to  the  moral  dangers  which  attend  a  residence  in 
this  peculiar  community,  very  superficial  and  very  unjust  im- 
pressions prevail.  Our  opinron  is,  and  we  believe  it  will  be 
confirmed  by  the  most  extended  observation  and  the  most 
accruate  statistics,  that  there  is  no  community  in  which  this 
preeminently  critical  period  of  life  can  be  spent  with  greater 
safety  than  it  can  in  the  college.  If  needftil  pains  were 
taken  to  describe  the  dangers  and  enumerate  the  failures 
which  oefall  an  equaj  number  of  young  men  selected  from  fam- 
ilies  of  similar  conditions  in  life,  whether  at  home  or  among 
strangers,  whether  passing  their  youth  as  farmers  or  mechanics, 
as  clerks  or  students,  it  would  be  found  that  the  moral  results 
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alone  would  be  iu  favor  of  the  life  at  a  well-r^ulated  college. 
Many  of  the  dangers  and  evils  of  the  college  are  eminently 
short-lived,  being  quickly  ended  by  their  own  excess  and  ex- 
travagance ;  xnai  y  are  abandoned,  outgrown  or  repressed  by 
means  of  the  very  intensity  and  publicity  which  they  assume. 
Many  of  them  are  the  results  of  artificial  crises,  somewhat  like 
those  which  are  superinduced  by  a  physician,  for  the  expulsion 
of  morbific  matter.  Many  of  them  are  laughed  at  and  are 
frowned  down  by  the  better  sense  and  the  mature  experience 
of  the  older  students  and  the  more  advanced  classes.  It  is  no- 
ticed in  some  of  our  collies — and  we  believe  it  is  true  of 
many — that  some  of  the  lower  vices  and  the  more  degrading 
indulgences  which  are  incident  to  earlier  youth,  are  less  preva- 
lent among  the  older  than  among  the  younger  classes,  as  the 
natural  result  of  the  public  and  private  influences  exerted  by 
the  college  community,  apart  from  any  special  moral  or  relig- 
ious improvement. 

The  consideration  of  the  common  life  of  the  college  is  es- 
sential to  a  just  estimate  of  its  importance.  Without  it  the 
college  can  neither  be  understood  nor  appreciated.  It  is  a  true 
and  pregnant  saying,  ''  You  send  your  child  to  the  school- 
master, but  'tis  the  schoolboys  who  educate  him."  The 
studies,  the  systems  and  methods  of  teaching,  the  know- 
ledge and  skill  of  the  instructors,  do  not  constitute  the 
whole  of  the  educating  influences  of  the  college.  Often  they 
do  not  furnish  half  of  those  influences  which  are  most  eflfec- 
tual,  which  are  longest  remembered  or  which  are  most  highly 
valued.  It  is  true  that  without  the  first  the  second  could  not 
be  exerted,  for  they  could  not  exist.  The  more  obvious  and 
essential  elements  of  the  college  also  exert  upon  its  common 
life  a  positive  and  formative  influence.  They  do  not  merely 
serve  as  the  necessary  nucleus  around  which  the  crystalline 
material  is  gathered  in  bright  and  beauteous  order,  but  they 
act  as  living  germs  which  shoot  vitalizing  influences  through 
an  organized  body.  But  they  are  not  themselves  the  whole 
of  the  body,  nor  do  they  include  all  the  forces  which  it  has 
at  command.  Very  many  even  of  those  college  graduates 
who  have  turned  to  the  best  account  all  the  resources  which 
their  alma  mater  could  furnish  feel  themselves  quite  as  much 
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indebted  to  the  cdncating  influences  of  its  commnnity  for  the 
awakening  and  direction  of  their  energies,  as  to  their  studies 
or  their  instructors.  The  examples  of  successful  effort 
which  are  constantly  present,  the  inspiration  that  is  de- 
riyed  from  the  striking  achievements  witnessed  by  them- 
selves, the  kind  words  of  a  classmate  or  a  college- mate,  the 
encouragement  spoken  at  a  critical  moment,  the  prevailing 
estimate  of  literary  and  artistic  tastes  above  the  vulgar  aspira- 
tions after  wealth  and  power  which  is  inwrought  into  the  very 
fibres  of  the  soul  of  every  genuine  college  alumnus,  his  pro- 
nounced aversion  to  all  sorts  of  Philistinism — ^the  inbreathing 
for  years  of  a  stimulating  atmosphere  that  is  fragrant  with 
'*  sweetness  "  and  pervaded  by  "  light ;"  these, — together  with 
the  warmth  of  college  friendships,  the  earnestness  of  college 
rivalries,  the  revelations  of  character,  the  manifestations  of 
growth,  the  issues  of  villainy  and  passion  in  retribution  and 
shame,  the  reward  of  perseverance  and  fidelity  in  triumph 
and  honor —all  make  the  college  world  to  the  student  to  be  full 
of  excitement  in  its  progress  and  to  abound  in  the  warmest 
recollections  in  the  retrospect.  The  men  whom  the  student 
knew  so  thoroughly  in  college  become  ever  afterwards  the 
representatives  and  types  of  all  other  men ;  the  incidents  which 
there  occurred  are  examplesof  all  other  events;  its  loves  and  its 
hatreds,  its  triumphs  and  defeats  are  those  by  which  he  ever  af- 
terwards reads  and  interprets  society  and  literature,  politics  and 
history. 

The  intellectual  stimulus  and  education  which  are  furnished 
by  the  college  community  are  of  a  kind  which  neither  circum- 
stances nor  instructors  can  impart.  They  are  eminently  a  self- 
education.  Most  of  the  efforts  at  self-improvement  which  are 
prompted  by  the  independent  movements  of  one's  fellows  are 
zealously  prosecuted  because  they  are  self-enforced.  They  fall 
in  with  the  voluntary  activities  of  awakening  manhood  and  of 
dawning  responsibility.  Tliey  train  to  the  dignity  and  duty 
of  self-culture.  The  studies  which  they  directly  foster  and 
inspire  are  preeminently  literarj^  and  rhetorical  studies,  be- 
cause these  studies  are  more  dependent  on  individual  tastes 
and  individual  culture,  and  from  their  very  nature  cannot  be 
successfully  prescribed  nor  enforced  in  the  regular  curriculum. 
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Studies  and  ambitions  of  this  sort  are  indeed  not  unfreqnently 
irregular,  desultory,  and  unwise.  They  often  interfere  very 
seriously  with  the  thorough  mastery  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
college.  Excessive  attention  to  them  sometimes  weakens  the 
intellectual  energies,  induces  bad  intellectual  habits,  depraves 
the  taste,  and  perverts  the  judgment.  But  with  all  these 
abatements,  the  intellectual  excitement  and  guidance  which 
are  indirectly  furnished  from  the  community  of  fellow  students 
are  to  many  a  man  the  influences  of  all  others  which  leave 
the  strongest  impression  Itecanse,  it  is  with  these  that  he  con- 
nects the  first  consciousness  of  awakening  power,  the  earliest 
sense  of  independent  activity  and  the  beginnings  of  a  steady 
course  of  self-culture.  Some  book  recommended  by  a  fellow 
student,  some  incident  casually  occurring  in  the  varied  course 
of  college  experience,  some  conversation  of  a  wise  and  faithful 
adviser,  some  achievement  of  a  classmate  or  friend,  is  remem- 
bered as  a  starting  or  turning  point  in  the  intellectual  life. 

Nor  are  the  social  influences  less  Important  in  the  formation 
of  the  character  and  the  furnishing  of  the  man  with  the  be- 
ginnings of  all  kinds  of  practical  knowledge.  It  may  be  said 
that  the  collie  world  is  a  narrow  and  peculiar  world,  is  arti- 
ficial and  factitious  in  many  of  its  workings,  is  greatly  unlike 
the  larger  and  freer  world  of  mankind,  and  is  therefore  incapa- 
ble of  serving  as  a  preparation  tor  the  actual  life  for  which  it 
must  so  soon  be  exchanged.  Whatever  may  be  its  disadvan- 
tages in  these;  respects,  the  advantages  which  it  brings  are 
manifold.  The  intimacies  are  moet  unreserved,  the  opportuni- 
ties for  the  study  and  interpretation  of  character  are  various 
and  long  continued.  Tt  is  at  this  period  of  life  that  the  man 
is,  if  ever,  proverbially  frank  and  transparent,  open  and  fear- 
less. During  its  progress  the  character  rapidly  undergoes  many 
transformations,  which  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  one*8 
fellows  and  often  are  forced  upon  their  attention.  The  leisure 
and  curiosity  of  this  morning  of  life,  together  with  the  zest 
with  which  its  novel  experiences  of  research  and  discovery  are 
enjoyed,  all  contribute  to  give  energy  and  interest  to  this  study 
ot  character. 

This  study  of  character  must  involve  the  constant  exer- 
cise of  ethical  judgments    and    the  training    of  the   moral 
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powers.  That  there  are  pecnliai*  exposures  and  dangers 
of  a  practical  sort  from  this  excited  and  one-sided  life  in  an 
isolated  and  self-sufficing  commnnityj  cannot  be  denied.  That 
not  a  few  are  misled  by  its  special  temptations,  not  merely  nor 
chiefly  to  vices  and  prodigalities  of  a  grosser  sort,  but  to  a  re- 
fined and  subtle  insensibility  to  good  that  is  more  insidiotis 
and  not  less  really  evil,  will  be  confessed  by  many.  That  the 
moral  powers  often  become  paralyzed  in  some  of  their  func- 
tions and  incapable  either  of  right  judgments  or  active  feelings 
on  certain  classes  of  ethical  questions,  is  one  of  those  ever 
recurring  eni^i:mas  and  scandals  that  puzzle  and  offend  the  look- 
er-on. To  the  guardian  and  instrnctorof  oneor  many  victims  of 
these  abnormal  ethical  paroxysms,  the  question  will  often  pre- 
sent itself  whether  he  ought  to  be  more  vexed  or  amused  at 
these  instances  of  suspended  animation  in  the  conscience.  And 
yet  with  all  these  biassing  and  perverting  influences,  it  is  found 
to  be  true  that  the  observations  and  experiences  of  college  life 
are  often  eminently  effective  in  educating  and  quickening 
the  conscience  and  in  awakening  and  directing  the  moral 
faculty.  The  failures  and  derelictions  of  college  life,  and  even 
the  occasional  paralysis  of  the  conscience  of  which  we  have 
spoken,  may  serve  most  important  uses  as  warnings  from  simi- 
lar repetitions.  The  moral  lessons  of  college  life  are  indeed 
sometimes  learned  at  a  painful  and  bitter  cost.  But  similar 
experiences  are  not  uncommon  with  youtli  in  every  situation 
of  life.  Perhaps  under  no  circumstances  can  they  be  made 
with  a  more  wholesome  and  permanent  ethical  effect. 

The  religious  influences  of  this  common  life  should  not  be 
omitted.  We  suppose  that  the  college  is  a  truly  Christain 
institution,  so  far  as  the  instructions  and  the  faith  of  its  teach- 
•  ers  are  concerned.  There  are  not  a  few  reasons  why  the  pub- 
lic life  of  such  an  institution  should  be  favorable  to  earnest 
religions  thought  and  a  positive  religious  faith.  The  life  of  the 
student  is  necessarily  intellectual  and  reflective;  whatever  sub- 
jects are  studied,  the  study  of  them  involves  intellectual  effort 
and  studious  attention.  During  the  period  of  college  life  the 
earnest  mind  often  encounters  those  questionings  which 
require  a  decided  answer,  and  it  awakes  to  thoughts  which  can- 
not be  repressed.    It  is  haunted  by  the  presence  of  mysterious 
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realities  which  cannot  be  dispelled.  The  prospect  of  conning 
manhood  with  the  responsibilities  of  individnal  character  and 
of  independent  life,  at  once  sobers  and  elevates.  It  often 
happens  that  many  nearly  allied  as  friends  and  classmates,  are 
moved  to  similar  earnest  emotions  and  to  like  searching 
inquiries.  The  common  sympathies  of  a  familiar  circle  tlins 
occupied  quicken  the  better  emotions  and  favor  the  happiest 
results.  The  temptations  in  college  to  sensualism  and  to  unbe- 
lief are  manifold ;  but  so  are  the  influences  which  favor  an 
earnest  and  zealous  Christain  life.  The  number  of  those  is  not 
small  who  look  back  to  the  common  life  of  the  college  as  the 
beginning  or  the  helper  of  the  higher  life  of  the  Christian. 
"Were  the  religions  influences  that  proceed  from  the  colleges  of 
this  country  to  be  withdrawn  or  sensibly  diminished,  it 
would  seem  that  the  Gospel  itself  might  almost  cease  to 
be  acknowledged, — so  manifold  are  the  relations  of  each  gen- 
eration of  college  students  to  the  faith  and  life  of  the  whole 
Christian  Church. 

The  effects  of  these  varied  intellectual,  social,  ethical,  and 
religious  influences  are  so  powerful  and  salutary  that  it  may 
well  be  questioned  whether  the  education  which  they  impart 
does  not  of  itself  more  than  repay  the  time  and  money  which 
it  costs,  even  to  those  idlers  at  collie  who  derive  from  their 
residence  little  or  nothing  more  than  these  accidental  or  inci- 
dental advantages.  The  constant  companionship  with  the 
members  of  a  community  professedly  devoted  to  intellectual 
pursuits  and  elevated  by  literary  tastes,  the  constantly  renewed 
interest  in  those  incidents  which  will  ever  break  forth  from  its 
exuberant  and  irrepressible  life,  the  pressure  of  its  necessary 
restraints,  the  countless  lessons  of  good  which  cannot  be  un- 
heeded even  by  the  most  thoughtless  and  perverse,  elevate  the 
life  of  the  merest  laggard  and  drone  at  college  immeasurably 
above  the  life  of  the  luxurious  do-nothing  who  haunts  the 
saloons,  promenades  the  streets,  and  lounges  at  the  concerts 
and  theatres  of  a  large  city,  or  who  drones  away  the  animal, 
most  likely  the  sensual  life,  of  a  rich  man's  son  in  the  country. 

Such  idlers  so^netimes  awake  to  manliness  and  to  duty  when 
they  leave  college.  However  heavy  may  be  the  burden  which 
they  carry  through  life  as  the  result  of  folly  and  waste,  they 
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rarely  fail  to  have  stored  ap  an  abundant  stock  of  rich  experi- 
ences as  well  as  of  pleasant  recollections  which  makes  their  col- 
lege life  to  have  been  anything  rather  than  a  want  and  a  loss. 
Even  if  they  sink  downward  with  no  recovery,  their  descent 
is  retarded  by  the  associations  of  dignity  and  self-respect  with 
which  their  previous  access  to  culture  has  enriched  them. 

We  have  dwelt  somewhat  at  length  upon  the  features  of  the 
college  as  preliminary  to  the  question,  Whether  it  is  on 
the  whole  desirable  that  these  influences  should  be  cherished 
and  fostered,  and  how  far  would  any  proposed  changes  in  the 
college  system  be  likely  seriously  to  impair  their  beneficent 
influence  ? 

Is  it  desirable  that  this  peculiar  life  of  the  college  should 
be  retained  and  fostered  or  should  it  be  curtailed  and  crippled? 
We  reply  with  an  indignant  defiance  of  all  sorts  of  low  and  high- 
lived  Philistines,  let  it  be  retained  I  Let  it  not  only  be  retained 
but  let  it  be  intensified  and  turned  to  far  more  effective  re- 
ftults.  We  are  sure  that  in  these  answers  we  have  with  us  not 
only  the  warm  hearts,  but  the  sober  convictions  of  all  classes 
of  collegians.  The  experiences  of  the  college  life  are  too  valu- 
able and  its  manifold  recollections  are  too  precious  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, to  satisfy  the  vulgar  prejudices  of  envious  illiterates,  and 
the  prosaic  theories  of  Quixotic  reformers.  Whatever  else  is 
taken  from  the  college,  its  associations,  its  friendships,  and 
its  inspiring  influences  must  all  remain.  The  low-lived  utili- 
tarianism of  this  money-loving  age  may  grudge  the  waste  of  a 
year  or  two  to  the  youth  who  is  wanted  at  the  counting  house 
or  in  the  field.  The  self-seeking  rivalships  of  hard  faced  greed 
may  scorn  its  generous  impulses.  The  sharp-faced  and  venal 
politician  may  see  but  little  mxmey  in  iU  elections  and  offices. 
The  cold  blooded  realist  may  laugh  at  its  romantic  dreams. 
The  man  of  wide  experience  may  sneer  at  the  inordinate 
conceit  and  the  extravagant  expectations  of  the  great  men  of 
the  college  year  or  of  the  college  society  as  "carpet-knights," 
but  it  still  remains  true  that  there  is  in  college  life,  with  all  its 
ignorance  and  its  romance,  its  follies  and  its  conceit,  a  well- 
spring  of  living  waters,  of  which  these  Gentiles  of  the  outer 
court  may  never  taste,  and  a  sanctuary  into  which  these  in- 
habitants of  Philistia  are  not  worthy    to  be  admitted.     Of 
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these  living  fountains  and  this  hallowed  sanctuary  let  all  the 
initiated  say,  they  shall  ever  be  guarded  by  our  loyal  arms  ae 
they  are  hallowed  in  our  best  and  most  generous  recollections. 
Thongh  the  ignorant  may  despise  them  we  know  their  worth, 
though  the  vnlgar  and  prosaic  may  scoru  and  dishonor  them, 
we  who  have  drunk  of  these  refreshing  waters  and  wandered 
in  the  sacred  shades,  can  never  forget,  because  we  can  never 
lose  their  life-giving  and  ennobling  influences.  To  all  the  pro- 
saic arguments  of  educational  reformers  and  the  passionate  ap- 
peals of  envious  Philistines,  we  lift  up  the  triumphant  song  of 
rQp]jy'^Oatuieamicsiffitur*  *  *  *  Perea/ntosores^  quiviaanU 
hurschius  atqtce  irriaores.^'^ 

We  will  not,  however,  appeal  solely  to  the  feelings  of  those 
who  are  already  convinced,  nor  to  the  unreflecting  prefer- 
ences of  those  who  judge  from  their  own  direct  experience. 
We  think  it  is  susceptible  of  satisfactory  proof  that  in  such  a 
country  as  ours,  the  peculiar  influences  of  the  common  life  of 
the  college  are  of  the  greatest  consequence,  to  deliver  it  from 
that  gross  vulgarity  of  taste  and  superficial  conceit  of  knpw- 
ledge  to  which  we  are  especially  exposed.  Among  the  conserva- 
tive and  elevating  influences  which  are  most  eflScient  in  the 
promotion  of  general  culture  there  are  few  so  important  as 
the  refining  influences  of  the  college  life.  It  takes  into  its  or- 
ganization a  baud  of  young  men,  at  the  period  of  life  which 
ii^  most  susceptible  of  permanent  influences — at  the  period 
when  they  are  not  too  old  to  be  easily  moulded,  and  not  too 
young  to  lose  the  forms  into  which  they  are  shaped.  It  iso- 
lates them  from  the  world.  It  surrounds  and  permeates  their 
very  being  with  the  intense  and  quickening  atmosphere  of  a 
community  of  youths  slightly  older  than  themselves,  who  are 
already  at  home  in  the  place,  and  therefore  masters  of  the  sit- 
uation, and  with  a  public  opinion  as  overpowering  as  heat  and 
as  searching  as  light.  These  strangers  are  by  natural  attrac- 
tions and  repulsions  drawn  closely  together  as  allies  and 
friends,  and  before  they  are  aware  they  begin  to  understand  the 
siered  import  of  the  words  **claBs"  and  "classmate."  Within  the 
class,  like  soon  finds  its  like,  and  friendships  are  speedily 
formed  on  the  basis  of  mutual  sympathy  which  are  so  closely 
cemented  under  the  varied  experiences  of  the  college  as  to 
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continne  unbroken  for  life.  The  pursuits  of  this  community 
are  professedly  intellectual.  The  thoughts  and  opinions  of 
each  of  its  members  are  occupied  more  or  less  predominantly 
with  intellectual  themes.  The  labors  and  anxieties,  the  strifes 
and  victories,  the  discussions  of  persons  and  things,  the  loves 
and  the  hostilities,  turn  chiefly  upon  sobjeets  of  an  elevated 
character.  For  four  consecutive  years,  beginning  as  boys  and 
ending  as  men,  the  members  of  this  community  make  a  com- 
mon experience,  with  interruptions  frequent  and  long  enough 
to  give  greater  zest  to  their  peculiar  excitements.  This  life 
has  conventionalities  and  factitious  distinctions  of  its  own,  but 
they  are  grounded  on  no  such  false  and  superficial  reasons  as 
are  those  of  the  great  world  without,  but  are  far  more  just, 
more  honest,  more  sagacious,  and  more  generous  than  are  the 
distinctions  of  ,that  coarser  world.  True  manhood  in  intellect 
and  character  is  in  no  community  so  sagaciously  discerned  and 
so  honestly  honored  as  in  this  community.  Pretensions  and 
shams  are  in  none  more  speedily  and  cordially  detected  and 
exposed.  Whether  displayed  in  manaers  or  in  intellectual 
efforts,  conceit  is  rebuked  and  effectually  repressed.  Modest 
merit  and  refined  tastes  are  appreciated,  first  by  the  select  few 
and  then  by  the  less  discerning  many.  Each  individual  spec- 
tator of  the  goings  on  of  this  active  life  is  learning  intellectual 
and  moral  lessons  which  he  cannot  forget  if  he  would,  and 
which  he  would  not  if  he  could,  and  he  comes  away  with  a 
rich  freight  of  the  most  salutary  experiences,  of  culture  in 
his  tastes,  his  estimates  of  character,  his  judgments  of  life,  as 
well  as  in  the  positive  achievements  of  literary  taste  and 
power. 

Let  any  reflecting  man  think  for  a  moment  of  the  kind  of 
education  which  society  furnishes  to  a  great  extent  in  this 
country,  apart  from  these  higher  influences.  Let  him  reflect 
on  the  trickery  of  business,  the  jobbery  of  politicians,  the 
slang  of  newspapers,  the  vulgarity  of  fashion,  the  sensational- 
ism of  popular  books,  the  shallowness  and  cant  that  dishonor 
the  pulpit  and  defile  worship,  and  he  may  reasonably  re- 
joice that  there  is  one  community  which  for  a  considerable 
period  takes  into  its  keeping  many  of  the  most  susceptible  and 
the  most  promising  of  our  youth,  to  give  them  better  tastes, 
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higher  aims,  and,  above  all,  to  teach  them  to  despiBe  all  sorts 
of  intellectual  and  moral  shams.  Whatever  overweening  im- 
portance the  collie  student  may  attach  to  his  own  artificial 
life,  with  its  factitious  distinctions  and  its  onesided  tastes,  it  is 
at  least  satisfactory  to  know  that  what  he  values  and  rejoices 
in  is  not  in  the  direction  of  the  ignoble,  the  selfish,  the  preten- 
tious, and  the  trickish ;  that  he  has  been  taught  to  honor  what 
is  true,  solid,  and  permanent,  and  perhaps  brings  away  from 
the  scene  of  his  discipline  refined  tastes  for  the  beautiful  in 
literature  and  art,  which  shall  adorn  his  own  life  and  brighten 
that  of  others.  Were  we  to  tear  out  of  our  American  life  the 
civilizing  and  culturing  influences  which  proceed  from  oolite 
residence  and  college  associations,  we  should  do  much  to  vul- 
garize and  degrade  it.  If  we  vulgarize  and  degrade  the  life 
that  is  so  depressed  by  materialistic  tendencies,, and  beset  by 
grosser  temptations,  we  shall  certainly  demoralize  it.  We 
cannot  safely  dispense  with  a  single  agency  which  tends  to 
elevate  and  refine  this  life,  least  of  all  with  an  agency  which 
has  been  so  conspicuous  in  its  history,  and  been  so  closely  in- 
terwoven with  all  the  subtle  forces  of  its  better  manifestations. 
It  is  enough  for  us  to  be  able  to  assert  that  thousands  of  the 
noblest  men  who  stand  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  social  and 
professional  life,  would  be  forward  to  acknowledge  that  they 
are  indebted  to  the  cultivating  infiuences  of  college  friendships 
and  college  associations,  tor  the  germs  of  their  best  principles, 
their  noblest  aspirations  and  their  most  refined  tastes. 

With  the  views  which  we  have  expressed  there  are  many 
who  do  not  sympathize.  Not  a  few  regard  the  peculiar  in- 
fiuences of  college  life  as  anything  but  refining,  as  tending 
rather  to  barbarism  than  -o  civilization,  to  grossness  and  con- 
ceit rather  than  to  refinement  and  modest  self-estimation.  To 
such  we  have  no  further  arguments  to  offer.  Whether  they 
are  honestly  or  dishonestly  ignorant  and  unjust,  they  are 
hopelessly  irreclaimable.  With  those  who  do  nothing  but  rail, 
it  is  useless  to  try  to  reason.  There  are  others  who  propose 
changes  which  would  materially  modify  the  whole  operation 
of  the  common  life  of  the  college.  They  would  remove  or  in- 
troduce features  which  would  weaken  or  set  aside  the  influ- 
ences which  we  have  enumerated.    They  would  do  so  with  the 
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express  design  of  avoiding  some  of  its  alleged  social  evils,  or 
with  the  desire  indirectly  to  accomplish  other  important  ends. 

The  first  of  these  changes  which  we  notice  is  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  dormiUrry  system.  Tliis  has  been  seriously  urged 
by  not  a  few  of  the  friends  of  higher  education  as  a  most  de- 
sirable improvement  in  the  college  economy.  The  reasons 
adduced  in  its  favor  are  that  if  the  students  lived  in  lodgings 
they  would  be  brought  wilhin  the  amenities  and  restraints 
of  the  family,  and  would  be  prevented  from  contracting  the 
exclusive  and  perverse  esprit  de  corps^  which  is  thought  to  be 
the  curse  of  colleges ;  in  short,  they  would  live,  and  feel,  and 
think,  and  act  more  as  other  human  beings  do,  and  less  like 
that  particular  variety  of  the  human  species  which  is  cloistered 
within  the  walls  of  a  college  and  secluded  from  the  ordinary 
influences  of  human  society,  The  expensiveness  to  the  col- 
lege of  providing  and  keeping  in  repair  a  large  number  of 
dormitory  buildings  is  also  insisted  on,  as  well  as  the  duty  and 
desirableness  of  appropriating  the  money  required  for  these 
purposes  to  objects  that  are  more  properly  educational.  It  is 
oilen  asked,  ^^why  invest  so  much  money  in  brick  and  mortar,  iu 
houses  for  students  to  dwell  in,  when  so  much  is  needed  for 
salaries,  for  endowments,  for  prizes,  for  books,  and  apparatus? 
It  is  time  that  the  system  of  cloisters  and  quadrangles,  inher- 
ited from  other  times,  should  be  abandoned  with  the  changes 
required  by  modern  life.  More  than  half  gf  the  barbarism 
and  absurdity  of  college  life  would  cease  if  the  students  were 
distributed  generally  throughout  the  community  and  in  a  cer- 
tain sense  were  members  of  its  families,  subject  to  their  re- 
straints and  elevated  by  their  refining  inflaence." 

To  these  questions  and  arguments  the  following  consid- 
erations are  pertinent.  First  of  all,  the  advantages  which  it  is 
thought  would  follow  from  the  distribution  of  students  in 
families  cannot  be  realized.  It  is  not  easy  to  find,  even  in  a  very 
large  community,  a  sufficient  number  of  families  which  would 
at  once  be  competent  and  willing  to  exert  a  wholesome  influ- 
ence over  the  students  even  of  a  small  college.  Families 
which  are  independent  in  respect  to  income  are  not  willing 
to  receive  lodgers,  least  of  all  students,  unless  they  can  assert 
some  claim  of  acquaintance  or  friendship.    If  the  families  are 
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dependent  npon  the  students  for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  their 
living,  the  students  will  control  so  many,  either  by  a  direct  or 
indirect  influence,  that  they  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  restraint, 
except  against  the  grossest  excesses,  and  not  always  against 
them.  The  experiment  has  been  tried  sufficiently  often  to  be 
hardened  into  an  intractable  fact,  that  students  who  reside  in 
the  most  faithful  and  conscientious  families  often  succeed  in 
making  them  their  allies  rather  than  their  guardians  and 
guides,  and  that  when  a  crisis  or  conflict  arises  between  the  stu- 
dents and  the  feculty,  the  families  in  which  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  reside,  even  the  best  and  most  reasonable  families, 
more  usually  side  with  the  students  than  with  the  faculty.  If  the 
offense  or  custom  of  the  students  is  not  very  serious  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  the  interference  of  the  faculty  is  com- 
plained of  as  officious  and  unreasonable.  Even  if  it  is  plainly 
mischievous  to  the  community  and  dangerous  to  life  and  limb^ 
if  it  has  been  often  forbidden  and  punished  and  is  yet  pertina- 
ciously persisted  in,  the  necessary  discipline  of  the  college  is 
often  greatly  weakened  by  an  antagonistic  or  at  least  an  un- 
sympathizing  feeling  in  the  families  in  which  many  students  re- 
side. It  has  almost  passed  into  a  proverb,  that  when  a  college 
is  situated  in  a  village  even  of  considerable  size,  the  college 
controls  the  public  sentiment  of  the  community,  and  the  facul- 
ty are  compelled  to  contend  against  the  public  opinion  both  of 
village  and  college  united.  It  is  often  the  case  in  a  much 
larger  community  that  the  families  in  which  a  few  students 
reside,  or  with  whom  they  visit,  are  strongly  moved  by  their 
representations  and  their  prejudices  to  a  not  inconsiderable 
excitement  in  a  direction  which  is  anything  but  favorable  to 
the  order  of  the  college  or  the  welfare  of  the  students  them- 
selves. The  restraints  and  refinements  of  family  life  should 
not  be  expected,  for  they  cannot  be  realized  for  a  lai^  commu. 
nity  of  students,  except  by  those  collegians  who  reside  at  their 
own  homes  in  a  large  city.  It  may  be  questioned  in  respect  to 
these  students,  and  in  respect  to  all  who  can  reside  at  their  own 
homes  when  the  college  is  situated  in  their  own  city  or  vil- 
lage, whether  they  do  not  lose  more  by  the  absence  of  the 
salutary  excitements  and  educating  restraints  of  the  common 
life  of  the  college,  than  they  gain  by  the  restraints  and  refine- 
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nients  of  their  own  familiee.  This  leads  as  to  observe  that  the 
residence  in  dormitories  by  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  stu- 
dents is  absolutely  esj^ntial  to  any  vigoroos  and  definite  com- 
mon life.  This  is  foremost  among  the  ad  vantc^es  of  the  dormi- 
tory system.  If  the  maintenance  of  snch  a  common  life  is 
desirable,  then  dormitories  are  essential.  The  students,  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  common  fellowship,  must  have  ready  access  to 
each  other's  society  on  an  equal  footing.  They  must  occupy  the 
same  premises  by  day  and  night,  so  that  they  can  see  one 
another  under  every  variety  of  circumstances.  They  must 
chat  and  talk  with  one  another  as  they  walk  and  as  they 
lounge.  They  must  be  able  to  discuss  the  topics  of  graver  and 
of  lighter  interest,  the  politics  of  the  country  and  the  politics 
of  the  college,  the  characters  of  the  leading  statesmen  of  the 
time,  and  the  character  of  the  leading  men  of  their  class  and 
collie,  the  literature  of  ancient  and  modern  times  and  the  prom- 
inent writers  of  their  own  circle ;  the  last  lesson,  the  last  lecture, 
the  last  boat  race,  and  the  last  party ;  they  must  be  able  to  re- 
port and  circulate  the  latest  joke,  the  latest  news,  and  the 
latest  canard.  If  college  students  are  distributed  in  lodgings 
throughout  the  village  or  city  they  will  form  sets  and  associate 
in  cliques,  which,  the  more  intimate  and  exclusive  they  are, 
are  likely  to  become  more  narrowing,  but  they  cannot  partake 
of  a  general  public  life  with  its  manifold  cross  and  counter  cur- 
rents, its  checks  and  counter  checks,  the  influence  of  which  upon 
the  plastic  minds  of  active  minded  and  sagacious  youth  is 
liberalizing  in  an  eminent  degree.  * 

The  dormitory  system  gratifies  the  student's  desire  of  inde- 
pendence. It  fosters  that  feeling  of  self-reliance  which  is  suit- 
able for  his  time  of  life,  which  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  re- 
pressed. At  the  same  time  it  tempers  and  tones  it  down  by 
the  manifold  restraints  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells. 
At  the  age  when  a  boy  enters  college  it  is  usually  time  for  him 
to  be  released  from  the  petty  and  minute  oversight  of  the  do- 
mestic household  and  to  be  thrown  somewhat  upon  himself. 
"  The  wise  instructor,"  says  Emerson,  **  will  press  this  point 
of  securing  to  the  young  soul,  in  the  disposition  of  time  and 
the  arrangements  of  living,  periods  and  habits  of  solitude. 
The    high    advantage   of  university  life   is   often    tha  mere 
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mechanical  one,  we  may  call  it,  of  a  separate  chamber  and  fire, 
which  parents  will  allow  the  boy,  without  hesitation,  at  Cam- 
bridge, bat  do  not  think  needfal  at  home." 

At  this  period  of  life  he  must  in  some  form  or  other  make 
the  experiment  which  is  inevitable  for  all  of  passing  from  the 
restraints  of  the  family  into  those  of  the  great  community  of 
men.  He  makes  it  under  peculiar  advantages,  to  which  are 
incident  special  but  not  undesirable  perils.  He  cannot  be 
effectually  nor  can  he  be  advantageously  subjected  to  the  re- 
straints of  another  family  than  his  own.  It  is  not  desirable 
that  he  should  be  restricted  to  the  uncertain  chances  and  the 
narrowing  influences  of  a  private  and  exclusive  clique.  It  is 
far  better,  and  far  more  safe  that  he  should  be  cast  upon  the 
common  life  of  a  college  that  is  properly  restrained  by  skillful 
discipline,  that  is  guarded  by  wise  supervision  and  invigorated 
by  a  healthful  ethical   and  religions  life. 

Residence  in  dormitories  is  also  morally  safer  than  the  dis- 
tribution of  students  in  lodgings.  Should  it  be  conceded  that 
it  is  attended  by  certain  peculiar  temptations,  it  is  also  at- 
tended with  certain  more  than  counterbalancing  advantages, 
so  far  as  it  subjects  the  student  to  a  more  direct  and  ready 
supervision  and  brings  him  within  the  reach  of  healthful  pub- 
lic sentiment.  Besidence  in  lodgings  withdraws  the  student 
from  supervision  and  opens  abundant  opportunities  for  secret 
mischief  and  gross  vice.  In  those  colleges  in  which  the 
students  are  largely  distributed  in  lodgings  it  is  notorious  that 
the  grossest  outrages  against  decency  are  plotted  and  executed 
in  apartments  which  are  remote  from  the  inspection  and  inter- 
ference of  the  college  officers,  and  that  the  most  deplorable 
examples  q{  abandoned  sensualism  and  sin  are  more  frequent 
among  that  class  who  hide  themselves  in  remote  and  obscure 
habitations  that  they  may  indulge  themselves  in  secret  and 
undetected  vice.  Whatever  may  be  said  and  said  with  truth  of 
the  energy  of  temptation  and  the  facilities  to  sin  which  inevi- 
tably arise  in  a  congregated  mass  of  excitable  and  passionate 
youth  is  o&et  by  what  may  be  said  with  equal  truth  of  the 
restraining  and  elevating  influences  which  such  a  community 
develops  within  itself  when  its  sentiment  is  properly  directed 
and  reinforced.     Residence  in  a  dormitory  is  less  expensive 
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than  residence  in  lodgings,  and  is  therefore,  in  a  large  institu- 
tion, absolntely  necessary,  unless  such  an  institution  is  con- 
tent to  be  a  college  for  the  rich,  which  would  involve  a  great 
calamity  for  both  rich  and  poor.  It  is  said  that  the  college  is 
not  obliged  to  furnish  lodgings  at  a  rate  below  that  which  the 
ordinary  and  natural  demand  would  justify.  We  reply  by  two 
considerations^  First,  the  college  can  furnish  apartments  in  pub- 
lic dormitories  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  private  parties  will  do 
it,  even  without  loss  to  itself;  and  second,  the  college  may  as 
properly  furnish  room  rent  as  tuition  to  its  pupils  at  less  than 
remunerative  rates  to  itself.  But  it  is  notorious  that  the  in- 
struction is  furnished  at  less  than  half  its  cost,  to  both  the 
rich  and  the  poor.  The  American  colleges  in  their  theory  and 
administration  are  all  beneficiary  institutions.  As  long  as  they 
remain  such,  it  follows  that  public  lodgings  should  be 
furnished  either  at  comparatively  high  rates,  because  the  col- 
lege can  do  it  more  advantageously  to  the  students  or  at  rates 
which  are  lower  because  they  are  beneficiary. 

Public  dormitories  may  and  should  be  made  more  conven- 
ient and  comfortable  than  private  apartments.  They  may 
and  should  be  provided  with  all  the  appliances  of  modern  civ- 
ilization, with  water,  gas,  and  heat,  and  everything  else  which 
conduces  to  health  and  morality,  to  neatness  and  self-respect. 
We  have  nothing  to  offer  in  excuse  or  defense  for  those  dor- 
mitories which  are  not  so  constructed  and  provided,  except  the 
excuse  or  defense  of  poverty,  and  for  this  the  guardians  and 
officers  are  not  responsible  as  long  as  they  themselves  suffer  in 
common  with  the  students.  But  we  have  delayed  too  long 
perhaps  upon  this  topic.  We  were  led  to  speak  of  the  dor- 
mitory in  connection  with  the  common  life  of  the  college.  To 
the  general  topic  we  again  return  and  observe  that  the  close 
system,  is  essential  to  an  efficient  and  energetic  common  col- 
lege life.  Tlie  class  is  the  organic  centre,  or  rather  one  of  the 
organic  centres,  the  combination  of  which  constitutes  the  col- 
lege into  an  organic  whole.  Indeed,  we  do  not  see  how  an 
American  college  without  fixed  classes  can  have  an  efficient 
common  life.  The  English  universitives  find  in  the  separate 
coHeges  the  proper  central  forces,  which  work  together  into 
what  there  is  of  university  feeling  and   university  life.    The 
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separate  colleges  are  distinct  communities  in  separate  builJ- 
ings.  The  number  of  nndergradnatee  in  each  is  so  small,  and 
they  are  brought  so  frequently  and  so  closely  together,  that 
though  they  may  differ  in  age  and  in  acquisitions,  they  make 
up  a  separate  family,  with  family  interests,  family  traditions, 
and  family  pride.  Closeness  and  frequency  of  intercourse, 
and  a  sense  of  family  honor,  with  their  common  relation  to  the 
elder  fellows  who  eat  at  the  same  table  and  lodge  under  the 
same  roof,  unite  them  all  by  many  ties  and  connect  together 
men  of  different  years  and  attainments  by  warm  and  intimate 
friendships.  In  the  American  collie,  the  class  is  the  charmed 
circle  within  which  the  individual  student  contracts  the  most 
of  his  friendships,  and  finds  his  fondest  and  most  cherished 
associations.  The  sentiment  of  his  class  is  that  which  influ- 
ences him  most  efficiently,  and  is  to  him  often  the  only  atmos- 
phere of  his  social  life.  He  enters  the  coliege  community  as 
a  timid  and  often  an  uncultivated  novice,  he  meets  with  a 
company  of  strangers  to  one  another  and  strangers  to  the 
place,  its  cnstoms,  and  its  inhabitants.  These  are  all  sup- 
posed to  have  reached  the  same  grade  of  intellectual  culture 
and  are  destined  to  be  associates  and  competitors  for  four 
years  in  the  same  studies  and  the  same  amusements — in  the 
same  relations  and  the  eame  rivalships.  The  members  of 
this  community  are  at  once  united  by  a  sense  of  their  common 
strangeness  to  the  place  and  by  the  mutual  sympathy  which  it 
engenders.  This  union  is  usually  cemented  by  the  antagonism 
in  which  this  newly  formed  society  finds  itself  with  respect  to 
the  superior  classes,  and  is  more  firmly  fixed  by  the  necessity 
of  protection  and  defense.  Its  members  soon  become  interested 
students  of  each  other's  powers  and  observers  of  each  other's 
progress.  They  meet  in  the  same  class-room,  or  hear  from  one 
another  of  the  achievements  fmd  characteristics  of  a  tew 
prominent  individuals.  !Not  a  few  of  those  who  at  first  stand 
in  the  foreground  become  less  conspicuous  and  others  take 
their  place,  till  under  the  searching  tests  of  the  class-room  the 
capacity  of  each  man  is  satisfactorily  ascertained,  and  under 
the  still  more  sagacious  and  nearer  scrutiny  of  youthful  com- 
panions, the  character  and  temper  as  well  as  the  practical 
sense  and  judgment  of  each  are  thoroughly  tested.     Like  is 
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attached  to  its  like  and  the  fonndations  of  friendships  begin  to 
be  laid,  some  of  which  do  not  survive  the  fortunes  of  the 
college  generation,  while  others  endnre  through  all  the  changes 
of  the  earthly  life.  Each  term  has  experiences  and  a  history 
which  is  limited  to  the  class,  bat  in  which  every  member  of 
the  class  takes  a  lively  interest.  Each  college  year  carries  this 
community  through  its  appointed  cycle.  As  the  youthful  ex- 
citements of  the  beginning  are  gradually  sobered  into  the  more 
thoughtful  anticipations  thatgather  around  the  close,  the  fervor 
of  its  friendships  increase  rather  than  abate,  till  at  the  hour  of 
parting  the  class  feeling,  becomes  more  intense  and  the  ties  of 
its  union  are  weldoKl  into  links  of  iron. 

But  while  the  class  is  the  most  important  society  to  the  col- 
lege student,  the  class  itself  shares  largely  in  the  sentiment  of 
the  college  community,  being  largely  formed  by  it  and  react- 
ing upon  it.  The  new  class  lives  upon  the  common  life  of  the 
whole  body,  while  it  in  turn  ministers  to  and  modifies  that  life. 
It  is,  however,  as  essential  to  an  efficient  common  life,  as  an 
energetic  and  etticient  local  community,  whether  it  be  town- 
ship, county,  or  state,  is  essential  to  an  energetic  national  life. 
Should  the  class  be  destroyed  or  set  aside  by  the  substitution  of 
the  regime  of  the  university  for  the  regime  of  the  college,  the  en- 
ergy and  interest  of  the  common  life  that  at  present  charac- 
terizes the  American  college,  must  inevitably  go  with  it. 
Such  intimacies  can  only  be  developed  by  the  common  studies 
and  common  interest8,the  common  enjoyments  and  common  an- 
tagonisms of  a  succession  of  years,  during  the  most  plastic  age. 
If  we  substitute  for  them  tlie  classes  that  are  held  together 
for  a  few  weeks  or  months  by  common  attendance  in  the 
same  lecture  room,  and  these  classes  are  then  broken  up  and 
re-formed  of  new  materials  in  new  combinations,  we  shall  lose 
much  of  the  charm  and  more  of  the  educating  power  of  the 
college  life.  Whatever  this  common  life  is  worth  in  its  mani- 
fold training  of  the  intellect  to  practical  judgments  and  of  the 
heart  to  its  liner  affections,  must  be  sacrificed  if  the  class  sys* 
tem  is  greatly  weakened  or  practically  abandoned.  The 
value  of  these  influences  is  in  our  view  another  weighty  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  retaining  fixed  classes,  in  addition  to  those 
which  have  already  been  urged. 
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We  ought  not  in  this  connection  to  omit  entirely  another 
prominent  feature  of  the  college  as  a  community,  viz.,  the 
arrangements  for  culture  and  enjoyment  furnished  by  the 
so-called  college  eocietiee^  secret  and  open,  larger  and  smaller. 
These  societies  are  common  to  all  the  universities  and  colleges 
of  Europe  and  America.  Their  existence  in  some  form  is  a 
necessary  outgrowth  of  human  nature.  In  similar  circum- 
stances ardent  and  ambitions  young  men  will  devise  some 
expedient  for  self-improvement,  particularly  in  rhetorical  and 
literary  exercises.  The  university  cannot  furnish  all  the  cul- 
ture of  this  sort  which  is  required,  nor  if  it  could  would  it  be 
either  as  acceptable  or  as  efficient  as  that  which  is  originated 
and  managed  by  young  men  themselves.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  in  the  American  colleges,  animated  as  they  must  be  with 
the  practical  and  independent  spirit  of  the  country  and  sym- 
pathizing most  warmly  with  every  public  movement,  whether 
political  or  literary,  these  associations  should  have  assumed 
great  prominence  and  should  have  exercised  a  powerful  edu- 
cating influence.  The  social  tendencies  of  young  men  would 
naturally  lead  to  associations  for  other  than  exclusively  litera- 
ry purposes.  Tlie  clannish  tendencies  which  result  from  their 
warm  likings  and  tlieir  violent  antagonisms,  as  well  as  their 
newly  developed  feelings  of  independence  would  tend  to  make 
these  societies  exclusive  and  secret.  We  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  the  general  question  of  the  desirableness  or  the  unde- 
sirableness  of  some  associations  of  this  sort.  It  is  scarcely 
open  for  discussion.  They  are  so  natural  to  young  men,  in- 
deed to  men  of  all  ages,  as  not  to  need  defense  or  justification. 
Whether  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be  secret  or  guarded 
by  a  mysterious  reserve,  and  so  involved  with  a  factitious 
importance,  admits  of  more  question.  The  love  of  secrecy 
and  reserve  is  too  strong  in  human  nature,  and  especially  in 
boyish  nature,  to  be  easily  thwarted.  We  doubt  the  expedi- 
ency because  we  disbelieve  in  the  possibility  of  destroying  or 
preventing  secret  societies.  That  such  societies  may  be,  and 
sometimes  are,  attended  with  very  great  evils,  is  confessed  by 
the  great  majority  of  college  graduates.  Prominent 
among  these  evils  is  the  fostering  of  an  intriguing  and  polit- 
ical spirit,  which  is  incongruous  with  the  general  tendencies 
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of  coll^^  life  toward  jastieo  and  generosity,  and  the  division 
of  the  communitj  and  the  classes  into  hostile  factions.  What- 
ever  excesses  attend  them^  of  late  hours,  late  suppers,  noisy 
demonstrations,  and  convivial  indul^nces,  should  be  repressed 
'  by  the  good  sense  and  manlier  spirit  of  the  college  community. 
€)ould  the  continuity  of  these  societies,  from  one  college  year 
to  another,  be  broken  up,  the  college  life  would  be  greatly 
ennobled. 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  suggests  another  which  is 
nearly  akin,  and  that  is  whether  the  arrangements  for  social 
life  in  the  college  are  sufficiently  numerous  and  complete. 
Is  it  practicable  and  desirable  that  such  arrangements 
should  be  more  attractive  I  Some  colleges  have  provided 
bowling  alleys  for  exercise  and  relaxation.  Ought  billiard 
rooms  and  club  rooms  to  be  added  ?  Is  it  desirable  that  public 
parlors  should  be  furnished,  or  places  convenient  for  rendezvous 
and  conversation!  Questions  of  this  sort  are  more  easily 
asked  than  answered.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  whatever  with- 
draws the  students  from  resorts  for  eating  and  drinking  or 
gaming,  which  may  furnish  facilities  for  other  excesses,  is  so 
much  gain  to  academic  manners  and  morals.  An  accessible 
and  cheerful  reading  room,  furnished  amply  with  the  best 
newspapers  and  journals,  should  be  esteemed  a  necessity,  and 
if  it  were  made  attractive  and  tasteful  in  its  appointments  and 
furnished  with  retiring  rooms  for  conversation,  and  could  be 
rigidly  controlled  by  the  rules  of  gentlemanly  etiquette, 
would  be  a  most  desirable  and  useful  agency  in  the  college 
community.  The  tendencies  to  barbarism  and  roughness  are 
manifold  in  the  college.  Jeremy  Taylor  enumerates  as  among 
the  miseries  of  our  human  life,  that  the  boy  at  a  eertain  age 
yields  himself  in  subjection  to  ^'  a  caitiff  spirit."  That  a  caitiff 
spirit  prowls  around  the  buildings  of  every  college  and  some- 
times takes  possession  of  scores  and  hundreds  of  its  inhabitants 
is  too  notorious  to  need  any  evidence.  Whatever  may  impede 
its  influence  or  repress  its  manifestations  is  obviously  most 
salutary.  That  this  spirit  has  sometimes  been  exasperated 
and  rendered  more  brutal  and  barbarous  by  barbarous 
methods  of  punishment  may  be  safely  admitted,  without 
abating  at  all  from  tiie  authority  of  any  existing  government 
VOL.  xxvm.  33 
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or  without  conceding  in  the  least  to  the  fine  delusion  that  a 
college  community  can  be  managed  without  rigid  authority ; 
and  even  in  entire  conflistency  with  the  doctrine  that  the  govern- 
ment must  be  absolute  in  its  commands  and  summary  in  its 
administration.  Whatever  removes  the  occasion  for  the  exer-' 
oise  of  mere  authority  or  even  for  the  semblance  of  its  asser- 
tion is  usually  acknowledged  to  be  a  real  blessing  with  men 
and  brutes,  and  a  college  student  may  surely  take  rank  some- 
where between  the  extremes  of  the  series. 

That  a  coll^^  community  requires  rules  and  that  rules  must 
be  enforced  by  discipline  will  not  be  disputed.  That  a  cer- 
tain veasure  of  inspection  and  supervision  should  also  be  ex- 
ercised over  this  community,  to  preserve  decorum  in  the  apart- 
ments and  grounds,  would  scarcely  be  denied.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, easy  to  answer  the  question  how  minute  the  supervision 
of  the  college  authorities  should  be.  Upon  this  subject  opin- 
ions differ  very  widely,  and  these  opinions  differ  in  the  case  of 
the  same  persons  with  their  varying  circumstances.  One  class 
of  critics  contend  for  the  constant  and  minute  supervision  of  a 
Jesuit  seminary,  every  rule  and  provision  of  which  is  founded 
on  suspicion  and  distrust.  Another  class  would  abandon  all 
special  rules  and  inspection  and  leave  the  students  entirely  to 
their  own  sense  of  honor  and  decorum.  One  class  of  advisers 
would  proceed  on  the  principle  that  all  students  are  liars  and 
scoundrels,  another  that  they  are  all  gentlemen  and  men  of 
truth ;  neither  of  which  opinions  hi^pens  to  be  just  The  complaint 
is  otlen  heard  and  urged  with  special  earnestness  for  or  against 
this  or  that  college,  that  in  one  collie  the  instructors  are  on 
intimate  and  familiar  terms  with  their  pupils  and  exert  over 
them  a  paternal  supervision,  while  in  the  other  they  are  dis- 
tant and  leave  the  pupils  to  themselves.  Some  insist  that  if  stu- 
dents reside  together  they  should  be  inspected  in  their  apart- 
ment by  day  and  carefully  locked  in  at  an  early  hour  by  night. 
Others  would  leave  them  alone  by  day  and  night,  without  even 
the  presence  of  an  officer  in  the  building  in  which  they  congre- 
gate, and  to  and  from  which  they  have  ready  access  and  egress 
at  all  hours.  Many  insist  that  all  special  laws  and  penalties 
provoke  disorder  and  mischief,  while  others  insist  that  coll^;e 
laws  should  be  many  and  be  strictly  enforced.    We  cannot  dis- 
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CU86  these  questions  in  detail,  nor  need  we  in  order  to  vindi- 
cate the  system  of  college  residence  and  general  supervision. 
The  English  system  of  locking  in  at  an  early  hour  is  manifest- 
ly unsuited  to  the  general  freedom  of  our  institutions,  and  it 
is  chiefly  valuable  as  a  security  against  a  single  vice.     It  is 
better  adapted  to  their  system  of  small  colleges  in  each  of  which 
the  inmates  live  in  some  sort  a  family  life.     It  is  the  supple- 
ment or  counterpoise  to  the  greater  freedom  of  their  students 
in  many  other  respects,  as  in  daily  attendance  at  lectures  and 
in    daily  examinations  of    the  work   performed.     It    is    in 
fact  the  single  controlling  influence  which  the  college  can  con- 
stantly enforce,  in  place  of  which  the  American  college  has 
manifold  more  eflfcient  substitutes.     Frequent  visitation  of  the 
students  by  day  and  evening  has  been  recommended  by  many 
as  essential  to  the  faithful  supervision   and  the  parental  core 
which  the  college  is  bound  to  exercise.     This  was  practised  in 
many  of  our  colleges  in  other  times  and  has  not  been  entirely 
disused.    In  some  instances  the  lodgings  of  students  have  been 
attached  to  and  been  alternate  with  the  residences  of  professors 
for  the  purpose  of  making  this  inspection  more  constant  and 
complete.     It  has  been  generally  fonnd  that  such  minute  and 
constant  supervision  is  exceedingly  ungrateful  and  annoying, 
because  it  presents  the  aspect  of  meddling ;  and  it  provokes  in 
return  an  antagonistic  attitude  in  manifold  petty  annoyances. 
The  aggression  of  constant  interference  provokes  the  resistance 
of  boyish  mischief  and  arouses  the  wrath  of  the  manhood  that 
is  half  developed  and  is  therefore  intensely  jealous  for  its  in- 
vaded rights.     The  proper  medium  between  the  too  little  and 
the  too  much,  is  for  the  government  to  maintain  and  occasion- 
ally to  assert  its  right  of  visitation,  to  provide  for  the  presence 
in  every  dormitory  by  day  and  night  of  officers  clothed  with 
complete  authority,  but  to  exercise  its  supervision  chiefly  by 
methods  that  are  indirect.    The  judgment  of  what  students 
are  doing  and  the  control  of  their  movements  can  be  most  effi- 
ciently exercised  by  their  presence  at  all  the  required  exercises, 
by  constant  responsibility  for  the  work  of  every  day,  and  by 
the  manly  and  scholarly  sentiment  of  the  college  community. 
The  monitor's  returns  and  the  instructors'  record  book,  when 
closely    watched    and    efficiently    used,   if   conjoined    with 
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occasional  personal  interviews  with  students  who  are  any  way 
derelict  are,  we  are  persuaded,  the  most  efficient  as  well  as  the 
least  oppressive  instruments  of  official  supervision.  That 
the  sentiment  of  the  college  community  is  far  more  important 
and  far  more  efficient  than  is  commonly  supposed  we  have 
already  sought  to  establish.  It  is  a  most  interesting  and  im- 
portant enquiry  whether  any  system  of  measures  can  be 
devised  by  which  this  public  sentiment  can  be  elevated  to  a 
higher  tone  and  can  be  maintained  in  greater  efficiency.  Can 
any  formal  arrangement  be  made  by  officers,  discipline,  or 
studies  which  shall  introduce  into  the  community  better  and 
more  efficient  influences.  It  is  manifest  that  these  influences 
must  to  a  great  extent  be  personal  and  individual.  The  selec- 
tion of  officers  of  high  personal  character  and  of  ardent  and 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  students  is  the 
first  condition  of  success  in  this  respect.  The  maintenance 
of  a  certain  degree  of  free  and  familiar  intercourse  between 
them  and  their  pupils  is  equally  essential.  The  traditions  of 
some  of  the  colleges  in  this  country  are  unfavorable  to  a  too 
familiar  intimacy,  and  the  feelings  of  the  students  themselves 
demand  a  measure  of  reserve  and  isolation  on  both  sides.  Too 
much  advice,  especially  if  it  is  obtrusively  administered,  is  if 
possible  more  ofiTensive  than  too  much  supervision.  The 
students  themselves  naturally  withdraw  from  the  society  of 
those  who  are  older  than  themselves  and  who  hold  official  re- 
lations which  involve  some  constraint  on  both  sides.  The 
opinions  and  sympathies  of  their  fellows  are  of  far  grater  con- 
cern to  them  than  the  judgments  and  feelings  of  their  instruc- 
tors. While  all  this  is  true  there  is  room  even  under  the  pres- 
ent arrangements,  for  the  exertion  of  a  very  efficient  influence 
over  the  collie  community,  by  those  who  are  disposed  to 
use  it.  The  English  universities  have  one  advantage  how- 
ever which  we  Aould  seek  to  engraft  upon  our  system.  The 
intercourse  of  the  tutor  with  his  pupil  is  constant  and  inti- 
mate. It  is  often  generous  and  confiding.  The  tutor  works 
with  his  pupil  and  teaches  him  how  to  work.  He  sympathizes 
with  his  difficulties  as  well  as  corrects  his  mistakes.  He  in- 
spires his  ambitions  and  elevates  his  aims,  he  liberalizet  his 
drudgeries  and  imparts  to  the  flagging  somewhat  of  his  own 
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eDt&nsiaBm.  He  lays  the  foundation  for  life-long  friendBhips, 
and  in  this  way  perpetuates  his  own  influence,  and  the  spirit  of 
his  own  attainments  and  culture.  Can  we  do  anything  of  the 
sort  f  We  could  if  we  had  the  means.  We  could  avail  our- 
selves of  all  the  advantages  of  the  system  of**  fellows"  and  **  pri- 
vate tutors"  without  many  of  its  incidental  evils.  The  ad- 
vantages to  our  system  of  instruction  of  terminable  fellow- 
ehi/pe  or  scholars  of  the  house  has  already  been  insisted  on. 
The  services  which  they  might  render  as  connecting  links 
between  oflScers  and  students  are  if  possible  still  more  impor- 
tant. The  presence  in  a  college  community  of  a  su£Scient 
number  of  recent  graduates,  of  eminent  attainments  and  of 
attractive  characters,  who  should  share  in  the  sympathies  and 
have  access  to  the  opinions  of  the  undergraduates,  whose  associa- 
tions should  be  constant  with  the  better  men  of  all  the  classes, 
while  their  services  as  tutors  and  guides  to  the  weaker  should 
open  to  them  abundant  opportunities  for  befriending  them  in- 
tellectually and  morally,  could  not  fail  to  be  most  efficient  in 
elevating  the  tone  of  college  opinion  and  of  college  scholar- 
ship, manners,  and  morals.  Such  a  provision  would  go  farther 
than  any  other  towards  redeeming  these  communities  from 
much  of  the  reproach  which  rests  upon  them,  however  unde- 
served and  exaggerated  it  often  may  be. 

Dr.  Arnold  remarks  more  than  once  in  his  letters  to  this 
effect,  if  the  sixth  form  is  with  me  I  can  defy  and  control  all 
other  evil  influences.  This  thought  occurs  to  us  in  connection 
with  the  enquiry  whether  the  higher  classes,  and  especially  the 
'  highest  of  all,  should  not  have  the  place  of  a  somewhat  more  de- 
cided manhood  than  is  allowed  it,  in  respect  to  its  methods  of 
study,  its  relations  to  the  instructors,  and  its  responsibility  for 
the  controlling  sentiment  of  the  institution.  CTnder  the  oper- 
ation of  natural  laws  a  somewhat  different  position  has  been 
accorded  to  it  in  all  these  respects  than  has  been  conceded  to 
the  other  classes.  The  studies  pursued  are  at  once  more  di- 
rectly liberal  as  well  as  more  practical.  They  are  at  least  more 
practical  in  the  sense  of  having  a  more  vital  relation  to  the 
principles  which  underlie  individual  faith  and  character,  to 
the  historical  and  political  questions  which  agitate  the  world 
of  living  men  as  well  as  to  the  literature  in  which  men  of 
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cnltare  find  at  once  their  refreshment  and  inspiration.  The 
methods  of  instrnction  may  be  less  constrained,  and  the  inter- 
course with  instructors  more  free  and  confiding.  Some 
have  advised  that  the  freedom  of  the  university  should  be 
introduced  in  the  closing  year,  and  that  for  the  selection 
of  their  studies  as  well  as  for  irresponsibility  in  pursuing 
them  the  Seniors  should  be  more  largely  left  to  themselves. 
We  have  already  given  the  reasons  why  elective  studies  can- 
not to  a  very  great  extent  be  allowed  and  why  private  studies 
are  to  be  preferred.  It  is  however  altogethef  essential  to  the 
perfection  and  the  full  development  of  the  college  system,  that 
the  last  year  of  college  life  should  be  turned  to  its  best  account 
in  self-culture.  With  its  beginning  there  begins  to  be  devel- 
oped even  to  the  frivolous  and  the  idle  the  sense  of  individual 
responsilibity  for  the  future.  Many  of  the  studies  invite 
to  manly  and  moral  reflection.  Many  of  them  exercise  the 
inventive  and  aesthetic  powers  to  an  unwonted  degree.  All 
of  them  introduce  the  students  to  the  thoughts  and  opinions 
of  cultivated  men  on  subjects  of  comprehensive  and  general 
interest.  During  this  year  the  student  b^ns,  perhaps  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life,  to  read,  and  is  tasked  to  learn  how 
to  read.  All  these  influences  tend  to  awaken  whatever  of 
manhood  may  hitherto  have  lain  dormant,  and  to  quicken 
into  life  some  sense  of  his  responsibility  for  his  influence  over 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Whatever  can  be  done  to 
turn  these  advantages  to  the  most  efiScient  use  will  elevate  the 
tone  of  feelmg  in  the  whole  college.  We  do  not  advise 
the  release  of  the  Senior  from  any  of  the  obligations  of  an 
enforced  system  of  study.  He  needs  them  as  much  as  ever 
and  can  profit  by  them  more  than  ever.  But  he  can  certainly 
be  made  to  understand  the  value  of  a  manly  sympathy  with 
the  decorum  and  order  of  the  coll^je  and  the  importance  of 
his  own  influence  in  this  regard.  It  is  not  desirable  that  he 
should  be  instructed  without  constant  responsibility  for  his 
work.  But  he  may  certainly  be  treated  as  a  man  who  has 
ceased  to  be  a  school  boy,  and  has  begun  to  feel  his  responsi- 
bility for  his  influence.  The  Senior  year  ought  to  be  the 
busiest  year  of  all,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  overburdened 
with  manifold  and   novel  studies.     The  habits  of  thorough 
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work  and  the  satisfaction  of  saccessfnl  achievement,  which 
come  from  a  very  few  things  well  and  oarefally  done,  is  worth 
quite  as  much  to  the  character  as  it  is  to  the  intellect. 
Whatever  gives  tone  to  either  in  the  manac^ement  of  the  Senior 
class  in  any  American  college  will  give  elevation  and  tone  to 
the  sentiment  of  the  whole  community.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
labor  and  hope  for,  that  in  the  future  development  of  the  college 
system  the  Senior  class  may  feel  its  responsibility  and  ex- 
ercise its  influence  for  good  with  greater  efficiency,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  American  colleges  may  attain  a  nobler  and 
more  healthful  common  life. 

Our  discussion  of  this  common  life  requires  us  to  consider  the 
moral  and  religious  influences  which  may  properly  be  em- 
ployed in  invigorating  and  controlling  it.  This  subject  opens 
a  somewhat  wide  and  perplexing  field  of  discussion  and  must 
be  reserved  for  another  paper. 
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Article  IH.— ROMANISM.* 

It  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  when  the  respected  founder 
of  this  course  of  lectures  made  his  will,f  he  had  no  personal 
apprehension  that  Bomanism  would  ever  become  a  fc^midable 
power  in  this  continent.  As  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, he  had  been  taught  to  regard  the  Eoman  Catholic  Church 
as  the  sworn  foe  of  a  reasonable  religion,  and  as  the  mother  of 
all  superstitious  devotion.  He  inherited  the  traditions  of  his 
race  and  of  his  church  ;  and  we  can  understand  that  he  felt  in 
duty  bound  to  do  what  he  could  to  give  emphasis  to  the  pro- 
testantism of  the  English  Church  by  providing  that  one  lecture 
at  least  should  be  directed  against  error  and  su|>er8tition  as 
taught  by  and  witnessed  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

In  fact  Romanism  was  in  a  bad  way,  one  hundred  years  ago. 
It  was  writhing  under  the  assaults  of  French  infidelity.  The 
blows  of  Voltaire  and  of  his  comrades  were  falling  thick  and 
fast.  There  was  a  sting  in  the  sharpness  of  their  wit.  Their 
arguments  became  the  staple  of  ordinary  conversation.  The 
educated  classes,  the  men  of  science,  the  people  of  fashion, 
working  and  ill-informed  people  besides,  turned  their  backs 
upon  the  church,  and  laughed  contemptuously  at  its  absurdities 
and  superstitions. 

In  England,  Roman  Catholics  were  still  suflfering  under 
political  disablities,  and  all  they  expected  was  the  right  to 
worship  God  in  their  own  way,  and  according  to  the  rules  of 
their  own  church.  They  scarcely  looked  for  anything  more. 
They  knew  that  the  mind  and  conscience  of  England  were 
against  them,  and  that  even  their  safety  lay  in  the  modesty  of 
their  bearing,  and  in  the  unobtrusiveness  of  their  beliefe. 

*  7%e  Fifth  Price  Lecture,  delivered  in  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  Wednesday, 
March  10, 1869. 

f  Mr.  William  Priob,  by  his  will,  dated  A  D.  1770,  made  provision  for  a 
coarse  of  eight  lectures  npon  Christian  doctrine  and  practice,  to  be  delivered 
annually,  daring  Lent,  in  Boston.  To  this  purpose  he  devoted  the  proceeds  of 
the  rent  of  a  hoase,  which  then  brought  sixteen  pounds  a  year. 
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In  all  European  protestant  lands  and  in  this  conntry,  the  pre- 
vailing feeling  was  *hat  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  Koman- 
ism  was  at  an  end,  that  the  battle  with  it  had  been  fought, 
and  that  whether  it  might  or  might  not  last  long  in  Eomish 
countries,  it  could  have  only  a  precarious  existence  elsewhere. 
Rome  had  no  great  champions  who  could  uphold  her  waning 
glories  by  the  force  of  their  talents.  Her  Bossuets,  Bourda- 
loues,  Fenelons,  and  the  like  were  gone.  Her  de  Maistres, 
Chateaubriands,  La  Cordaires,  Mohlers,  and  the  like  had  not 
yet  come. 

To-day  Eomanism  is  immensely  stronger  than  it  was  an  hun- 
dred years  ago.  It  has  numerous  advocates  well  equipped  for 
their  work.  Its  area  is  much  broader,  its  spirit  is  more  active 
and  buoyant,  and  it  asserts  its  claims  to  universal  sovereignty 
without  either  abatement  or  disguise.  In  England  and  in 
America  especially,  it  is  pushing  itself  forward  in  every  possi- 
ble way,  in  the  establishment  of  churches  and  schools,  and 
in  the  erection  of  new  dioceses,  in  the  introduction  of  monas- 
tic orders,  and  in  the  increased  pomp  of  its  ritual.  The  secu- 
lar newspapers  report  its  religious  services,  and  the  sermons  of 
its  preachers ;  and  every  man  who  is  interested  in  the  general 
doings  and  fortunes  of  the  Christian  religion,  is  forced  to  feel 
that  Bomanism  is  once  more  a  living,  tangible  power  which  is 
conironting  us  without  fear  and  with  decided  audacity. 

It  has,  however,  undoubtedly  lost  much  that  it  prized 
hitherto,  especially  in  its  conflicts  with  Protestantism.  It  can 
no  longer  depend  upon  the  arm  of  secular  authority,  nor  induce 
sovereigns  like  Philip  of  Spain,  or  Charles  of  France,  to  draw 
the  sword  and  to  light  fires  for  the  suppression  of  heresy.  Its 
relations  with  the  State  in  Boman  Catholic  countries  are  dis- 
turbed, and  its  prestige  is  diminished.  It  has  nevertheless 
accepted  promptly,  though  under  protest,  the  new  situation  in 
which  it  has  been  placed  by  the  advance  of  constitutional  lib- 
erty throughout  the  civilized  world. 

Yon  will  not  expect  me,  at  this  time,  to  enter  upon  any 
inquiry  into  the  causes  which  have  contributed  to  the  revival 
of  the  influence  of  Bomish  ways  of  thinking,  and  to  the  new 
growth  of  the  Boman  Church.  I  seek  to  impress  upon  your 
minds  the  fact  that  in  treating  of  Bomanism  we  are  dealing 
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with  an  actual  thinffj  and  we  most  be  prepared  to  meet  it  ac- 
cording to  the  exigency  of  time  and  place.. 

It  has  been  too  mach  oar  habit  to  spend  oar  strength  upon 
certain  peculiarities  of  Romanism,  which  do  not  tonch  its  heart. 
We  find  fanlt  with  its  measures.  We  impeach  it  becaase  it  is 
in  leagne  with  absolutism  in  the  State,  or  becaase  it  is  at  war 
with  republican  institutions,  or  becaase  it  is  unwilling  to  give 
the  Sacred  Scriptures  freely  to  the  people,  or  becaase  the  con- 
fessional is  sometimes  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  families,  or 
because  it  keeps  alive  gross  superstitions  in  various  parts  of 
the  world^  or  because  it  is  not  friendly  to  popular  education, 
or,  lastly,  because  it  insists  upon  the  principle  of  authority,  and 
suppresses  freedom  of  thinking. 

We  impeach  it  again  beoance  it  does  not  inculcate  the  love 
and  practice  of  truth,  and  because  its  casuistry  is  often  danger- 
ous to  the  purity  of  the  personal  conscience. 

These  and  kindred  charges  are  well  founded  indeed  in  gen- 
eral, yet  Bome  is  flexible  and  subtle  in  her  ways,  and  she  has 
an  answer  more  or  less  explicit,  which  she  is  always  ready  to 
make  whenever  we  confine  onrselves  to  a  criticism  upon  her 
measures.^  In  America  she  has  her  Sunday  schools,  and  her 
people  are  allowed  the  use  of  their  Bibles  under  certain 
restrictions.  In  France  her  foremost  prelates  and  priests  are 
endeavoring  to  convince  the  people  that  the  church  is  the 
great  guardian  of  society,  and  that  in  all  that  appertains  to 
purity  of  manners,  to  the  preservation  of  marriage,  to  the  nur- 
ture of  childhood  in  virtue,  she  is  doing  her  duty  to  the 
utmost. 

Since  the  revolutionary  outbreak  of  1848,  the  authorities 
of  the  church  in  some  countries  have  been  seeking  her  estab- 

*  I  cite  the  following,  from  the  Histoire. . .  .de  la  Oompagnie  de  Jesus. . .  .par 
J.  Cr6tineaa-JoIy.  "  Lea  D^roy^s  n*ont  pas  cess^  de  dire  que  TBgUse  CathoUque, 
and  les  J^uites  en  partionlier,  d^robaient  aux  fiddles  la  oonoaissance  des  Saintes 
Eeritares;  cependant  en  dehors  de  Bellarmtn,  de  Tolet,  de  8A,  et  de  Cornelios  & 
Lapide,  ToilAla  r6ponse  que  tant  d'es^gkes  adretsaient  k  des  pareUles  imputa- 
tions. On  les  aocnsait  de  tenir  la  Bible  sons  le  boiasean;  ils  en  reoommandent 
la  lecture,  ils  la  tradnisent,  Us  Texpliquent  dans  toutes  les  chures  et  dans  toutes 
les  langnes.  Hs  semblent  s'arracher  les  difficult^s  pour  y  donner  des  solutions,  et 
ees  solutions  aux  yeux  meme  de  la  scienoe,  doiTeot  avoir  plus  d'autorit^  que  oellet 
doDt  les  Protestants  sont  si  sonvent  glorifi^"— Tom.  lY.  p.  284-286. 
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lishraent  upon  a  basis  of  simple  and  complete  independence  of 
the  State,  and  in  the  United  States  they  are  professedly  satis- 
fied witli  the  laws  by  which  we  are  all  governed.  The  pos- 
ture of  the  Roman  hierarchy  here,  in  this  particular,  has  made 
sufficient  impression  in  France  to  elicit  notice  and  admiration 
in  the  Bemte  des  dettw  Mondes.  If  then  in  a  matter  so  weighty 
as  the  relation  of  the  State  to  the  Church,  they  can  vary  their 
policy  without  any  embarrassment  or  annoyance  to  them- 
selves, we  ought  surely  to  understand  that  it  is  a  mere  waste 
of  strength,  in  a  day  of  earnest  strife,  to  strike  the  Bomish 
system  hard  blows  anywhere  but  in  its  doctrine.  For  in  this 
respect  Some  is  to  all  intents  and  purposcA,  inflexible.  She 
may  from  time  to  time  vary  or  disguise  the  spirit  of  her  poli- 
cy, she  may  veil  her  dogma  under  pressure,  but  she  will  not 
deny  nor  modify  it. 

What  is  it  then  that  separates  us  from  the  Church  of 
Borne?  What  is  it  that  renders  intercommunion,  at  least 
for  the  present,  impossible  ?  When  we  remember  that  our 
own  Church  and  the  Church  of  Rome  are  professedly  Chris- 
tian— that  we  have  and  hold  in  common  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  of  the  Incarnation,  of  the  Atonement,  of  original 
sin  and  the  like — that  we  both  recognize  the  Nicene  Creed 
and  the  sacred  Scriptures  (Rome  having  added,  however,  the 
Apocryphal  books  to  the  Canon),  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion must  be  found,  of  course,  in  the  things  whi<di  are 
deemed  essential  by  the  Roman  Church,  and  which  are  repu- 
diated by  us.  After  due  analysis  we  find  these  to  be  the  papacy 
and  the  mass  with  their  corollaries  and  logical  deductions  which 
Rome  has  transmuted  into  acts.  The  one  is  the  crowning 
error  and  the  other  the  crowning  superstition  of  the  Church 
of  Rome.  The  one  concerns  the  constitution  and  government 
of  the  Christian  Church,  the  other  colors  the  whole  conception 
of  Christian  life  and  worship.  If  we  accept  the  papacy,  our 
action  forthwith  is  affected,  for  we  place  ourselves  in  visible 
communion  with  the  Pope.  If  we  accept  the  mass  our  action 
is  equally  affected,  for  we  adore  what  we  believe  to  be  our 
present  Lord,  and,  in  either  or  in  both  cases,  we  should  be- 
come what  Romanists  would  call  good  Catholics.  And  we 
should,  in  their  judgment,  cease  to  be  good  Catholics  if  we 
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rejected  either.  In  these  then  we  find  the  diferentia  of  Bo- 
manism.  They  constitate  it,  eo  that  wheresoever  these  are 
held,  acknowledged,  or  seen,  we  see  the  specific  thing  which 
we  name  Romanism.  Let  ns  now  ascertain  what  we  under- 
stand by  these  two  terms. 

I.  The  papacy  is  the  office  which,  in  the  judgment  and  ac- 
cording to  the  belief  of  the  Boman  Catholi^  Ohnrch,  is  filled 
by  the  Bishop  of  Borne.  He  is  regarded  as  the  pontifex 
mawimus  of  the  whole  Ohnrch  of  Ohrist.  Pontifex  maximus ! 
The  very  word  brings  np  memories  of  the  imperial  city  before 
it  became  Christian.  Jnlins  C»sar  was  pontifex  maximns — 
the  office  was  held  by  all  the  Csesars — it  was  held  while 
the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  worshiping  their  Lord  in  the 
catacombs,  or  dying  in  the  amphitheatre  ^^  to  make  a  Boman 
holiday,"  associated  the  office  with  all  cruelty  and  impiety. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  Pope  is  the  head,  the  ruler,  and  the 
teacher  of  the  Church — the  successor  of  St.  Peter  the  prince  of 
the  Apostles,  and  the  inheritor  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
and  powers  conferred  upon  that  apostle  by  our  blessed  Lord. 
He  who  repeats  the  creed  of  Pope  Pius  IV  promisee  and 
swears  {ac  spandeo  ao  Juro)  true  obedience  to  the  Boman 
pontiff,  the  successor  of  the  blessed  Peter,  the  prince  of  the 
Apostles,  and  the  Yicar  of  Jesus  Ohrist.  He  is  the  Vicar  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  respect  not  of  his  humanity  simply,  but  alsj 
of  His  divinity.  And  when  a  new  pope  is  crowned,  he  is 
thus  addressed: — ^^Beceive  the  tiara  adorned  with  three 
crowns,  and  know  that  thou  art  the  father  of  princes  and 
kings,  the  ruler  of  the  world,  the  Vicar  of  Jesus  Christ.'' 

Nor  are  these  simply  empty  titles  such  as  sovereigns  some- 
times wear.  They  are  the  genuine  and  legitimate  expression 
both  of  a  theory  of  the  papacy  and  of  actual  powers  wielded  by 
the  pope.  Every  one  knows  the  theory.  It  is  in  brief  that 
to  St.  Peter  the  oversight  and  government  of  the  whole 
church  were  committed  by  our  Lord — that  he  fonnded 
churches,  and  was  really  Bishop  of  Bome  in  the  exercise  of 
his  vicariate,  and  that  he  transmitted  his  apostolate  to  his 
successors  in  office  for  ever.  Being  then  St.  Peter's  successor, 
to  whom  the  whole  flock  of  Ohrist  had  been  committed,  ac- 
cording to  the  Bomish  theory,  the  Pope  inherits  all  his  rights, 
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privileges  and  powera,  in  respect  both  of  government  and  of 
teaching.  The  direct  oversight  of  the  whole  chnreh  is  vested 
in  him.  Every  bishop  is  bonnd  either  to  visit  Borne,  or  to 
transmit  an  account  of  the  state  of  his  diocese  once  a  year. 
Particnlar  prescripts  issued  from  Borne  are  obeyed  wheresoever 
mass  is  said,  or  a  priest  can  ofSciate.  The  government  is 
complete,  for  the  authority  is  exercised  by  the  Pope,  and  uni- 
versally acknowledged  by  bishops,  priests,  and  peoples. 

In  the  matter  of  teaching — for  he  is  a  pastor — the  autliority 
of  the  Paniifex  mawim/us  is  still  more  magnificent.  He  is  the 
duly  appointed  representative  of  the  Catholic  Church,  which, 
in  matters  of  faith,  cannot  err.  As  such  when  he  speaks  of 
faith  he  also  cannot  err.  He  may  err  in  matters  of 
fact  when  ill-informed,  but  when  he  rises  to  the  height  of  his 
great  ofSce,  as  the  Yicar  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  light  of  the 
world,  he  cannot  then  go  astray.  What  he  utters  is  of  God, 
and  18  true,  and  is  binding  upon  the  conscience  of  every  Catb* 
olic.  Nor  is  this  prerogative  claimed  and  acknowledged  as  a 
sort  of  pious  fiction  pleasing  to  the  vanity  of  an  aged  Italian 
priest.  It  is  a  sober  fact.  The  Pop^  is  infallible^  in  the  be- 
lief of  many  men  in  every  continent  and  under  every  sky. 
On  the  eighth  of  December,  1854,  Pius  IX  pronounced  a  de- 
cree.* He  added  to  the  number  of  articles  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  faith — he  made,  what  had  previously  been  a  80-calle4 
pious  beli^,  a  matter  of  faith.  What  he  did  then  was  dis- 
tasteful to  many  who  give  him  their  obedience,  but  in  this  in- 
stance they,  as  usual,  submicted.  Whatsoever  they  may  have 
thought,  they  obeyed.  The  word  of  the  most  holy  father  could  not 
extract  the  thought  they  may  have  had  within  their  brain,  but 
it  could  silence  the  expresssion  of  it.  I  do  not  know  what  you 
may  think,  but  I  call  thlsjixnoer. 

I  know  that  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  has  not  been  de- 
fined ;  but  as  a  thing  must  exist  before  it  can  be  defined,  so 
there  is  no  doubt  in  the  Boman  Catholic  mind- of  the  fact. 
From  the  Council  of  Florence  [1439],  on  subsequent,  to  our  own 
time,  this  belief  has  been  seeking  and  now  seeks  a  more  and  more 
determinate  expression,  and  the  day  will  doubtless  come  when 

*  The  ImnueaUte  ConeeptioD. 
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it  will  be  defined.  It  is  perhaps  nnder  advisement  today 
whether  the  matter  shall  be  presented  for  consideration  at  the 
coming  (Ecumenical  Synod.  Bat  no  definition  can  increase 
the  actual  authority  of  the  Pope. 

In  the  judgment  of  Roman  Catholics  he  is  Petor — the  rock 
upon  which  the  Ohurch  of  Ohrist  is  built«*  It  is  one  and  the 
same  everywhere,  whether  put  in  a  mild  and  softened  light  as 
Newman  puts  it,  or  in  the  hard,  sharp,  crisp  statements  of  an 
Italian  like  Perrone,  who  does  not  care  how  his  statements 
may  strike  Protestant  ears.  The  belief  is  so  astounding — 
the  claim  for  the  papacy  is  so  audacious  that  the  very  audaci- 
ty is  suificient  to  convince  us  that  it  could  not  have  been 
sprung  upon  the  world  at  once.  It  bears  every  mark  of  slow 
and  gradual  growth.  If  the  Pope  be  that  rock,  we  can  find 
by  the  light  of  history,  the  strata  and  the  law  of  its  structure. 
"We  observe  it  acquire  shape  and  size — and  there  is  a  hammer 
which  can  break  it  in  pieces. 

We  can  go  back  to  the  past,  and  follow  the  course  of  history, 
and  observe  how,  step  by  step,  the  idea  that  the  church  must 
be  under  «one  government,  and  subject  to  one  visible  head, 
gained  ground.  We  can  observe  how,  step  by  step,  the  con- 
vulsions of  society,  and  the  civilization  which  followed  the  over- 
throw of  the  old  empire,  lifted  up  the'  papacy  higher  and 
higher,  until  at  last  the  Pope  sat  upon  his  throne — a  sov- 
ereign ruling  in  that  realm  of  spiritual  realitj  which  knows 
no  geographical,  no  territorial  limits.  It  was  and  ever  re- 
mains a  wonderfiil  empire.  The  old  idea  of  the  EocUsia 
mUitans  disappeared  before  that  of  the  EccHeeia  triv/mphom8;\ 
and  the  princes  of  the  church  are  wearing  the  purple,  and  the 
kings  of  the  earth  have  bowed  themselves  before  the  Pope  as  the 
representative  of  that  God  in  whose  sight  they  are  but  as  the 
small  dust  of  the  balance. 

II.  It  is  time,  however,  to  devote  our  attention  now  to  the 
mass.  As  the  papacy,  so  also  the  mass  is  essential  to  the  Ro- 
mish system.  Without  it  the  confessional,  penance,  purgatory, 
as  these  are  believed  in  and  practised  by  Roman  Catholics,  fall 
to  pieces.    It  is  the  keystone  in  the  arch  of  the  church's  life, 

*  Denzinger  Enchirid,  prefl  p.  yiil  f  Of  ^^^  anflUige. 
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contemplated  as  a  spiritnal  agent  and  power  in  the  world. 
What  then  is  the  Mass  ? 

We  Protestants  are  very  apt  to  overlook  the  distinction 
made  by  the  Roman  OathoHcs  themselves,  between  the  holy 
commnnion  or  the  sacrament  of  the  Encharist,  and  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  altar.  It  is  true  the  two  go  together,  and  mast  go 
together,  since  what  is  sacrificed — the  host — is  also  the  substance 
or  thing  ased  in  the  reception  of  the  holy  communion.  Bat 
though  the  two  go  together  of  necessity,  the  distinction  be- 
tween them  is  very  palpable.  How  palpable  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  the  decree  of  the  Eucharist  was  promul- 
gated by  the  council  at  Trent  at  its  thirteenth  session,  held  in 
October,  1551,  and  that  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass  was  pro- 
mulgated at  its  twenty-second  session,  held  on  the  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1562. 

Protestants,  moreover,  are  apt  to  resist  most  strenuously 
and  to  combat  most  resolutely  the  dogma  of  transubstantiation, 
but  in  fact  the  greater  wrong  done  to  the  Church  and  to  our 
Lord,  the  larger  superstition,  the  more  baleful  error  are  in  the 
dogma  of  the  mass.  What  now  is  the  difference  between  the 
sacrament  of  the  Eucharist  and  the  Mass? 

The  difference  is  very  marked,  and  requires  only  to  be  stated 
in  order  to  be  understood.  According  to  the  fathers  of  Trent 
the  sacrament  of  the  Eucharist  was  designated  by  our  blessed 
Saviour  to  be  the  spiritual  food  of  souls,  by  which  the  living 
might  be  nourished  and  comforted  by  the  life  of  Him  who 
said,  *'  he  who  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  on  account  of  me," 
{propter  me) :  *  and  it  is  as  it  were,  an  antidote  by  which  we 
are  delivered  from  daily  infirmities  and  are  preserved  from 
mortal  sins.  And  it  is  the  most  august  of  all  sacraments,  be- 
cause, after  consecration,  the  bread  and  wine  are  converted  into 
the  substance  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  ^^  which  conver- 
sion is  conveniently  and  properly,  by  the  Holy  Catholic  Church, 
called  transubstantiation,"  (convenienter  et  proprie  a  sancta 
Catholica  Ecclesia  trausubstantiatio  est  appellata).t  And 
because  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are  in  the  Eucharist,  the 
council  of  Trent  declares  that  the  Author  of  holiness  is  him- 

*  8«8t.  XIIL  Decretum  de  Bftnotiisimo  £aohtfi8ti»  SaorAmento.— Cap.  8. 
f  Ibid.,  cap.  4. 
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self  in  the  EochariBt  prior  to  the  reception  of  it,  arUe  ttsufn. 
This  phrase  was  aimed  at  Protestants.  All  therefore  who  eat 
the  consecrated  substance,  actually  eat  the  body  of  the  Lord, 
no  matter  what  their  spiritaal  condition  t  It  is  not  necessary 
to  go  into  any  details  respecting  the  general  sacramental 
theory  of  the  £oman  Church.  It  is  enough  to  notice  that  the 
dogma  of  the  sacrament  of  the  Eucharist  is  in  harmony  with 
its  general  theory. 

If  this  were  all,  we  might  reject  the  dogma  upon  the  ground 
that  it  is  founded  upon  an  utter  misrepresentation  of  our 
Lord's  words,  that  it  rests  upon  a  false  philosophy,  and  is 
defended  by  a  vicious  method.  If  this  were  all,  we  might 
protest  against  the  right  of  any  body  of  men  to  force  a  scholaa- 
tic  subtility  and  a  superstitious  notion,  the  subtility  being 
woven  round  the  notion,  upon  the  belief  of  Christendom,  or 
we  might  oppose  it  as  we  oppose  the  Lutheran  doctrine  of  con- 
substantiation  which  is  liable  to  the  gravest  objections,  and 
there  might  not  be  an  irreparable  breach  of  the  peace  of  Christ- 
endom. But  something  more  remains,  something  immensely 
more  serious,  and  this  is  contained  in  the  dogma  of  the  Mass. 

It  is  the  belief  then  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  that  our 
Lord  at  the  la8t  supper^  offered  to  God  the  Father,  His  body 
and  blood  under  the  appearance  (sub  specie)  of  bread  and 
wine;  that  He  then  and  there  appointed  the  apostles,  priests 
of  the  New  Covenant,  and  commanded  them  and  their  succes- 
sors in  the  priesthood  to  offer  the  same,  by  the  words,  this  do 
in  remembrance  of  me.* 

Here  then  we  are  presented  articulately  with  the  idea  of  a 
sacrifice  in  the  Church  of  Christ  which  is  offered  by  the  priest- 
hood. It  is  believed,  moreover,  that  this  sacrifice  is  truly  pro* 
pitiatory,t  that  as  onr  Lord  did  truly  at  the  last  supper,  offer 

♦  Sew.  XXII.  De^retura  de  Bacrificio  missn. — Cap.  1 . 

f  "  Et  quoniam  in  divino  ho«  saerificio,  quod  in  Mitsa  peragitar,  idem  iUe 
ChriBtus  oontinetur,  et  inoruente  immolatur,  qai  in  ara  cmoia  semel  seipanm 
crnente  obtulit,  dooet  aancta  Synodos,  sacrificium  istnd  vera  propitdatorinm  ease, 
per  ipsumqne  fieri,  ut  si  cam  vero  corde,  et  recta  fide,  cum  metu  et  reverentia 
contriti,  ac  pcanitentee  ad  Denm  accedamos,  miserecordiam  conseqnamur,  et 
gratiam  inyeniamus  in  aoxilio  opportune.  Hujut  quippe  oblatione  plaoatna 
DominuB,  gratiam  et  donnm  pcenitenticB  concedens,  crimina  et  peocata,  etiam 
ingentia  dimitUt  Una  enim  eademque  eet  hostia,  idem  nunc  offerens  aaoerdotnm 
ministerio,  qni  seipanm  tnnc  in  onxee  obtulit,  sola  offerendi  ratione  diveraa 
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His  body  and  blood  as  a  sacrifice  whereby  God  is  appeased,  so 
the  priest,  in  the  Christian  Church,  offers  the  same  sacrifice. 
What  the  priest  offers  to  God  is  what  our  Lord  offered.  The 
host  is  ind^  the  same  victim  that  was  offered  upon  the  cross, 
and  what  is  thns  offered  is  available  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice 
for  the  living  and  the  dead,  not  indeed  for  all  the  dead,  bat  for 
the  dead  In  Christ  not  yet  fdlly  purged. 

The  offering  of  Himself  then  by  our  Lord  is  not,  according 
to  the  Church  of  Rome,  one  act,*  but  a  perpetual  process  going 
forward  within  the  church  through  the  agency  of  the  priest- 
hood. It  is,  once  more,  the  identical  sacrifice  presented  to 
God  the  Father  by  Jesus  Christ,  differing  only  in  the  condi- 
tions of  its  presentation.  The  power  of  the  cross  is  not  denied 
in  terms.  Our  Lord  is  said  to  have  redeemed  us, ''  per  sni  san- 
guinis effnsionem,"  by  the  shedding  of  His  blood.  All  this 
we  understand  well  enough.  But  the  sacrifice  was  made  or 
instituted  in  the  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed ;  and,  in  the 
system  of  Romanism,  this  sacrifice  is  ev^y  thing.  I  do  not  see 
that  the  cross  is  necessary,  for  the  stress  falls  upon  the  sacrifice 
of  the  altar,  and  the  worshiper  is  directed  to  that  sacrifice  as 
vested  with  objective  propitiatory  virtue.  The  Church  of 
Rome  does  not  app^  to  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

Here  the  idea  of  communion  disappears.  There  is  in  all 
this  vein  of  thoaght  no  suggestion  of  an  act  of  fellowship 
upon  the  part  of  Christians  with  each  other  in  the  bonds  of  a 
common  faith  and  of  a  common  charity.  The  priest  offers 
alond.  What  sacrifice  does  he  present  ?  What  does  he  hold 
in  his  hands?  Romanism  replies — the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Communion  is  lost  here.  The  one  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the 
world  becomes  simply  the  first  of  an  unending  series  of 
sacrifices — the  minister  of  the  word  and  the  dispenser  of  the 
sacraments  is  converted  into  a  priest  offering  Christ  upon  an 
altar,  and  we  feel  that  we  are  carried  over  into  a  strange  world. 

Gijnf  qaidem  oblationit  oruentsD,  inqtiam,  fhiotus  per  hano  uberrime  perdpiim 
or :  taDttun  abest,  ut  illi  per  banc  qaovis  modo  derogetar.  Quare  doq  solum- 
pro  fidelium  yiyomm  peccatis,  pceois,  f atisfaotionibas,  et  aliis  necessitatibus,  ted 
et  pro  defunctis  in  Obristo  nondam  ad  plennm  pnr^atis,  ritd,  joxta  apostoloram 
traditionem,  offertnr."— Ibid.,  cap.  2.  cf.  canon  8. 
*  See  Epiatle  to  tho  Hebrews,  obap.  z.  1— SS. 
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We  may  be  pardoned  then  if  we  ask  what  then  is  our  Lord 
to  U8  personally?  According  to  the£oman  Ohnrch  He  comes 
to  the  faithful  daily  upon  innumerable  altars,  and  yet  He 
speaks  no  word.  He  is  present  with  us,  we  adoreP  that  pres- 
ence, but  he  is  passive  and  lifeless  in  the  hands  of  a  priesthood. 
No  sign  or  word  comes  from  the  pix.  When  the  church  is  in 
travail  over  a  new  doctrine,  recluse  and  learned  men  busy 
themselves  in  vast  libraries  in  order  to  catch  the  oonsensi^  of 
Catholic  tradition.  A  believer  may  be  excused  i^  like  Mary, 
he  cries  out — they  have  taken  away  the  Lord,  and  I  know  not 
where  they  have  laid  Him  1 

In  these  two  things  then — the  papacy  and  the  mass,  we  be- 
hold the  heart  of  Bomanism — as  it  beat  long  ago,  and  as  it 
beats  to-day.  If  they  last,  and  as  they  last,  it  lasts.  K  they 
perish  from  the  belief  of  men,  it  perishes.  The  genius  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  embodied  in  them.  It  seems  to 
me  as  if  every  land  and  every  race  had  its  own  genius.  The 
old  Romans  worshiped  Roma,  the  genius  of  the  city,  with 
peculiar  fervor ;  the  genius  of  Roman  Catholic  Christianity  is 
felt  to  be  the  object  of  the  almost  idolatrous  devotion  of  its 
adherents  even,  if  they  are  unable  to  define  it.  AU  Romanism 
stands  beneath  the  shadow  of  a  sacrificing  priesthood  and  re- 
ceives its  laws  from  the  Pontifex  Maximus,  who  is  in  the  place 
of  Jesus  Christ  upon  earth.  I  scarcely  wonder  that  an  Italian 
in  the  fullness  of  his  enthusiasm  declared  that  Jesus  Christ 
died  in  order  to  make  a  priest.  These  two  things  I  repeat — 
the  papacy  and  the  mass  make  Romanism.  They  account  for 
its  development  and  for  the  forms  of  its  piety.  They  are  the 
two  Hercules  pillars  of  the  system  which  one  must  pass  in  quit- 
ting the  broad,  free,  though  stormy  Atlantic  for  the  beautiful 
but  treacherous  Italian  sea. 

The  question  for  us  is,  can  we  promptly  meet  the  Church  of 
Rome?  Dare  we  assault  her,  or  are -we  forced,  by  our  own 
judgment,  to  act  only  on  the  defensive?  If  we  are  unable  to 
attack,  then  it  becomes  us  to  lay  down  our  arms  and  surren- 
der at  discretion.  For  either  the  Pope  is  the  Vicar  of  God  or 
else  his  claim  is  a  monstrous  pretension ;  either  the  sacrifice  of 
the  mass  is  a  Christian  truth  or  else  it  "  is  a  fond  thing  vainly 
invented "  to  be  repudiated  at  all  hazards  as  contrary  to  the 
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mind  and  will  of  God.  But  how  shall  we  attack,  to  what 
standard  or  tribunal  shall  we  appeal  t 

As  searchers  after  trnth  we  must  acknowledge  some  stand- 
ard, and  appeal  to  some  recognized  authority.  Without  this 
we  must  follow  either  our  own  mental  bias,  or  else  become  the 
prey  of  every  man  who  shall  be  bold  enough  to  declare  that 
he  has  and  holds  the  truth  of  God.  I  fear,  very  much,  we 
have  lost  sight  of  this  need  of  appeal  to  a  recognized  standard 
of  truth  and  duty.  We  are,  in  this  new  age,  building  apparent- 
ly on  the  sand ;  or  it  would  seem  that  what  we  had  supposed  to 
be  rock,  on  which  many  were  building,  has  become  pulverized, 
and  as  the  sands  shift  under  the  power  of  the  stream,  multi- 
tudes believe  to-day  what  they  did  not  believe  yesterday,  and 
to-morrow  they  may  believe  nothing  at  all. 

I  touch  here  a  serious  evil  which  is  doing  more  harm  to  our 
Proteetantism  than  any  direct  assaults  of  Komanism.  We 
seem  to  be  under  some  spell.  Our  spiritual  ideas  are  resolv- 
ing themselves  into  a  series  of  dissolving  views — and  all  because 
the  mind  has  not  the  proper  nutriment  to  impart  health  anil 
vigor  to  our  religious  feelings  and  convictions.  Upon  ev6ry 
account  it  becomes  us  to  recognize  the  fact  that  in  religion  we 
must  have  an  actual,  definite  standard  of  appeal.  This  we 
must  find  either  in  Sacred  Scripture,  or  in  tradition,  or  in  both 
combined.  If  we  accept  the  traditions  of  the  Church  as  law, 
we  might  as  well  abandon  the  contest  with  Borne,  because  the 
traditions  gradually,  as  they  gather  force  and  headway  in 
time,  revolve  around  the  papacy.  The  traditions  in  the  long 
run  have  made  the  papacy ;  they  are  its  chief  support  to-day. 
To  accept  them  bodily,  in  mass,  is  to  appeal  to  actual  Chris- 
tendom— to  the  historic  Church,  as  to  a  standard  and  law,  and 
not  as  to  a  vntnees  of  truth.  It  is  to  acknowledge  the  identity 
of  Christian  truth  and  the  Christian  Church  visible.  This 
brings  us  again  to  Bomanism,  for  this  is  the  postulate  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  apologist. 

If  to-day  I  ask  whaf  is  truth  f  and  if  I  allow  every  Church 
or  sect  to  answer,  I  am  stunned  by  a  confused  and  unintelligi- 
ble noise.  K I  allow  one  chur«h  to  answer,  and  only  one,  in 
the  midst  of  the  crowd  of  Churches,  by  my  procedure  I 
submit  myself  in  advance,  to  that  one  Church.    But  if  I  allow 
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none  to  answer  for  me,  and  I  recognize  neyertheless  a  divine 
historic  revelation,  I  am  compelled  to  go  to  Sacred  Scripture, 
in  order  to  learn  what  Ood  requires  me  to  believe.  Shall  we 
take  the  Sacred  Scripture  fashioned  by  Italian  workmen }  or 
by  Greek,  or  by  Anglican,  or  by  German,  or  by  American 
workmen?  Ko!  but  the  text  in  its  purity  and  simplicity. 
Here  we  must  take  oar  stand  whensoever  we  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  what  it  is  necessary  to  believe  in  order  to  be  a  Christian ; 
whensoever,  in  a  word,  loyalty  and  the  obedience  of  fjEtith  are 
required  or  even  considered. 

I  do  not  mean,  however,  to  deny  and  repudiate  utterly  the 
traditional  principle.  Christianity  is  historic.  As  a  social  inter- 
est, as  an  organized  spiritual  fact,  it  comes  to  us  from  the  past. 
We  cannot  dismiss  this  past  of  Christian  life  and  history,  any 
more  ithan  we  can  dismiss  the  past  of  our  civil  life  and  insti- 
tutions. The  new  generation  as  it  succeeds  the  old,  does  not 
build  again  from  the  foundations.  A.  XT.  C.  represented  a 
fact  to  the  £oman  citizen  which  he  never  could  forget.  We 
measure  time  in  the  world's  history  by  the  letters  A.  D.  We 
date  our  public  documents  in  the  United  States  from  the  de- 
claration of  our  independence.  We  do  not  create  the  State 
anew ;  we  administer  it  as  an  existing  fact.  So  in  religion. 
Many  things,  many  words,  institutions  and  the  like  have  come 
to  us  from  the  past,  which  we  accept  and  use  as  a  matter  of 
course.  We  baptize  infants,  we  observe  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  we  use  the  imposition  of  hands  in  ordination  and  con- 
firmation, we  employ  the  words  sacrament,  trinity,  incarna- 
tion, &c.,  in  theology.  This  is  an  illustration  of  the  recogni- 
tion of  a  traditional  principle  which  is  inevitable.  We  do  not 
therefore  maintain  that  we  must  have  a  sure  and  certain  war- 
rant of  scripture  for  all  that  we  may  observe  and  do  as  Chris- 
tians, because  it  is  impossible  to  be  confined  to  the  written 
word  under  all  circunstances,  and  daring  all  ages.  Much  is 
left  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  individuals  and  of  particu- 
lar churches ;  but  when  we  come  to  faith^  to  what  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  believe  as  Christians,  we  must  adhere  firmly  to  the  Bible, 
and  never,  for  a  moment,  allow  any  one  to  impose  upon  the 
conscience  anything,  as  requisite  to  a  true  reception  of  the 
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Gospel,  which  is  not  contained  therein,  nor  may  be  proved 
thereby. 

This,  then,  is  our  standard  of  appeal.  Logically  and  mor- 
ally it  is  the  right  and  only  standard  of  appeal  in  the  discus- 
sion, especially  of  the  claims  and  teachings  of  any  and  of 
every  Church  whatsoever.  If  this  be  not  the  tribunal  to 
which  we  must  go,  then  we  must  have  recourse  to  the  dictum 
of  a  church,  and  then,  as  we  have  seen,  we  allow  a  church  to 
be  its  own  standard  of  appeal.  Oonsequently,  when  Rome 
proclaims  her  infallibility,  we  must  allow  her  claim.  When 
the  Church  of  England  disowns  infallibility,  we  may  or  may 
not  accept  her  disclaimer.  K  we  do  not  accept  it,  then  we 
prove  her  to  \>^f(iUibley  to  be  mistaken  articulately  in  respect 
of  her  own  quality  and  prerogative.  We  are  reduced  to  ab- 
surdity. 

We  are  forced  back  to  sacred  Scripture,  and  in  the  interests 
of  Christian  truth  we  are  compelled  to  take  our  stand  here. 
And  I  declare  in  all  completeness  of  conviction,  that  with  the 
Bible  in  our  hands  we  are  triumphant  against  the  doctrine  of 
the  supremacy  of  the  Pope,  and  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass. 
This  is  to  be  triumphant  against  Romanism. 

You  will  not  of  course  look  for  an  attempted  refutation  of 
the  Eloman  Catholic  position,  nor  for  the  true  interpretation 
of  the  Bible  upon  the  matters  disputed.  We  have  sought  to 
exhibit  the  core  or  heart  of  the  Roman  system,  and  to  show 
you  where  the  true  source  of  our  Christian  knowledge  is  to  be 
found.  We  leave  the  subject  here  at  present,  in  the  belief 
that  the  way  has  been  pointed  out  for  every  one  who  wishes  to 
investigate  it  seriously  and  devoutly. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  ask  you  to  remember  that  the 
Eloman  Catholics  have  never  liked  our  appeal  to  Scripture. 
They  do  not  like  it  to-day  any  better  than  they  liked  it  three 
hundred  years  ago.  They  endeavor  to  make  a  counter 
attack.  When  we  boast  of  our  devotion  to  Scripture,  and  of 
our  eflTorts  in  its  free  circulation,  they  ask  us — where  did  you 
get  your  Bibles?  You  are  dependent  upon  us  for  your 
possession  of  Sacred  Scripture,  in  the  first  instance.  This  is 
one  of  the  common  places  of  attack ;  and  it  has  surprised  us 
to  find  that  it  has  disturbed  some  Protestants.    Of  course  we 
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obtained  the  Bible  through  the  Church.  The  Church,  though 
corrupted  and  ignorant  of  Scripture,  had  always  reverenced 
and  conserved  holy  writ.  Western  Christendom,  under  the 
papacy,  did  not  dream  of  corrupting  the  sacred  text.  The 
Protestants  who  had  been  educated  in  the  bosom  of  the 
medicBval  later  Church  obtained  their  Bible  in  the  ordinary 
way.  There  is  nothing  here  which  we  may  not  admit — noth- 
ing to  cause  us  a  moment's  hesitation  or  doubt. 

Again,  it  is  said  by  Roman  Catholics  that  the  unrestricted 
use  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  has  resulted  in  a  confusion  as 
great  as  that  which  fell  upon  the  builders  of  the  tower  of 
Babel.  From  the  days  of  Bossuet,  the  eloquent  author  of  the 
Variations,  &c.,  they  have  not  ceased  their  attack  upon  this 
part  of  our  line.  We  do  not  deny  that  ignorant  men  have 
displayed  their  ignorance  in  their  handling  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures.  How  could  this  be  otherwise  ?  We  do  not  deny 
that  fanatics  have  caricatured  religion  and  brought  the  Word 
itself  into  discredit.  But  why  lay  stress  upon  this  as  if  this 
were  our  mark  f  Have  we  no  scholars  f  Are  our  learned 
men  in  hopeless  contradiction  with  each  other?  To-day, 
thank  God,  owing  to  a  better  learning,  a  more  careful  study, 
and  a  completer  science,  the  best  scholars  in  Protestantism  are 
not  more  divided  in  their  interpretation  of  the  text  of  Scrip- 
ture, than  the  Eoman  Catholics  amongst  themselves.  We 
draw  nearer  to  each  other.  There  must  always,  however,  be 
some  differences  of  opinion,  some  diversity  of  judgment  upon 
subjects  which  occupy  and  absorb  the  intellect  of  man.  Such 
diversities  are  a  stimulus  to  thought  and  inquiry.  And  as 
long  as  knowledge  is  reducing  the  quantity  of  this  diversity 
of  interpretation,  our  adversaries  may  continue  to  repeat  their 
charge,  and  we  shall,  in  the  meanwhile,  look  forward  confi- 
dently to  a  larger  and  nobler  unanimity. 

Let  us  pray  for  the  light,  tor  peace,  for  charity.  Let  us,  as 
we  think  of  our  Lord's  prayer  that  His  disciples  might  be  one, 
labor  faithfully,  that  the  bitterness,  the  wrath,  the  malice 
which  come  from  a  divided  Christendom,  may  perish  beneath 
the  purifying  fire  of  an  holy  love. 
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Article  IV.— FORGEBY    IN    POLEMIOS :    THE    SECRET   IN* 
STRUCTIONS  OF  THE  JESUITS. 

The  New  York  Observer^  April  8,  1869.  Article  entitled 
"  Secret  InBtmctions  of  the  Jesuits.  A  Charge  of  Forgery 
met  and  answered." 

The  readers  of  the  New  York  Ohserver  were  startled  on  the 
morning  of  April  8th,  with  an  Article  of  unusual  length,  on  an 
unusual  subject,  the  joint  product  of  three  cooperating  authors. 
We  have  given  the  title  of  the  Article  above.  We  proceed  to 
give  the  substance  of  it. 

After  an  inaccurate  account  of  certain  circumstances  that 
had  drawn  attention  to  the  so-called  "  Secret  Instructions  of 
the  Jesuits,"  the  Article  cites  a  declaration  of  the  authenticity 
[meaning  the  genuineness]  of  this  document,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  British  Protestant  Association,  and  notes  that  an  edition 
of  the  book  had  been  published  in  1831,  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  a 
French  version  at  Paris  in  1826,  and  an  edition  by  the 
Americcm  Proteatcmt  Association  in  1844,  which  the  Ameri- 
ccm  Christian  Umon  (having  succeeded  to  the  effects  of  that 
defunct  society)  has  been  "not  quite  ready  to  suppress."  It 
goes  on  then  to  give  a  history  of  the  book,  which  we  condense, 
in  the  language  of  the  Article  itself,  as  follows : 

It  WAS  first  printed  in  Latin,  from  the  Spaniih,  at  Cracow,  the  capital  ol 
Poland,  with  this  title :  "  Monita  Privata  Societatis  Jean,  Notobirgrse,  Anno  1612/* 
by  an  unknown  editor,  with  various  **  Testimonies  of  several  Italian  and  Spanish 
Jesuits,**  confirmatory  of  the  truth  of  the  "  Monita."  It  was  rapidly  bought 
and  everywhere  circulated,  not  only  in  Poland,  but  in  Germany,  Italy^  and 
France. 

The  "  Monita*^  were  regarded  then  as  they  have  since  been  by  Van  Mastricht,f 

*Thi8  Article  is  inserted  in  the  Kiw  Englawpkr  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  literary  question  which  it  discussee ;  but  with  the  personal  bearings  of 
the  controyersy,  and  with  its  relation  to  the  policy  and  proceedings  of  the 
"American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union**  the  editors  have  nothing  to  do.— Ed- 
itors or  THE  New  ENeLAivnBB. 

t  The  statement  of  Van  Mastricht  is,  "  There  U  a  report  that  Acquaviva  was 
the  author  of  them^*-^AucUMrem  ferunt  e$$e  O,  de  Aquaviva ;  and  he  quotes  an 
anonymous  writer  in  proof  of  the  existence  of  such  a  report.  '*  Symbola**  quoted 
by  Placcius,— Theatrum  Anonymorum,  "So,  1,601. 
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and  other  jadioiout  scholars,  as  the  product  of  the  pen  of  AeqnayiTa,  General  of 
the  Order.    It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  denied  them. 

A  Commission  to  investigate  the  sabject  was  appointed  July  II,  1615,  hj 
the  Bishop  of  Cracow.  The  bishop  admitted  that  *  nothing  is  oertamly  known  of 
its  author,  but,'  he  affirmed, '  it  is  reported  and  the  presmnpUon  is  that  it  was 
edited  by  the  venerable  Jerome  Zaorowski,  pastor  of  Goidxiec.* 

Nothing  came  of  the  investigation  ;  the  author  was  not  found.  The  ban  of 
the  Index  was  put  on  the  book,  May  10, 1616.  The  celebrated  James  Greteer, 
Jesuit,  was  appointed  by  his  superior  to  refute  the  *  Monita,*  and  his  book  was 
publislied  August  1,  1617.  A  second  decree  of  the  Index  for  the  suppression  of 
the  book  was  issued  in  1621. 

In  1638,  Gaspar  Schoppe  (Scioppius),  a  German  Catholic  scholar,  but  a 
genuine  hater  of  the  Jesuits,  published  his  *  Anatomia  Socieiatii  Jetu, 
Among  other  things  be  presents  a  critique  on  a  book  that  had  come  into  bia 
hands,  that  he  calls  ' Imtructio  84crtia  pro  Superioribui  SoeutatU  Jetu'  His 
analysis  of  the  book  proves  it  to  be  the  same,  with  slight  differences,  as  the 
Monita  PrivcUa.  But  his  copy  could  not  have  been  of  the  1612  edition,  for  be 
attributes  the  discovery  of  the  work  to  the  plundering  of  the  Jesuit  CoDege  at 
Paderbom,  in  Westphalia,  by  Christian,  Duke  of  Brunswick.  That  was  In  1622, 
ten  years  later.  If  his  copy  had  been  of  the  Cracow  edition  he  could  not  have 
made  so  gross  a  mistake^  This,  then,  was  another  source,  independe<it  of  the 
first,  from  which  the  book  was  derived.  It  was  credibly  reported  that  anotho* 
copy  had  been  found  at  the  capture  of  Prague,  in  1681,  only  two  years  before. 

The  Monita  Seereta,  as  the  book  was  now  called,  was  frequently  reprinted. . . . 
In  1669,  Henry  Comptoo,  afterwards  Bishop  of  London,  published  "  The  Jesuits' 
Intrigues ;  with  the  Private  Instructions  of  that  Society  to  their  Emissaries."  Tlie 
latter  had  been  "  lately  found  in  a  Jesuit's  closet  after  his  death,  and  sent  in  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Paris  to  his  friend  in  London.'*  Tbb,  too,  was  the 
Monita  Secreta,  entirely  independent  of  the  others. 

John  Gerhard,  the  Lutheran  theologian,  1679,  refers  to  the  book  as  a  work  of 
undoubted  authenticity. 

The  next  paragraph  we  give  without  abridgment : 

At  Strasburg,  in  1718,  Henri  de  St.  Ignace,  under  the  pseudonym  of  laberitiB 
Candidus,  a  Flemish  divme  of  the  Carmelite  order,  published  his  Tuba  Magma, 
addressed  to  the  Pope  and  all  potentates,  on  the  'Wecessity  of  Reforming  the 
Society  of  Jesus."  In  the  appendix  the  Monita  Secreta  is  reproduced  in  full  In 
proof  of  its  authenticity,  he  gives  these  three  reasons :  1.  Common  fame.  2. 
The  character  of  the  document,  wholly  Jesuitical.  8.  Its  exact  conformity  with 
their  practices.  Besides  its  having  been  found  in  the  Jesuit  colleges.  Although 
the  Jesuit,  Alphonso  Huylenbrock,  publlshe<l  his  "  Vindications  "  of  the  society 
in  the  following  year,  rehashing  Gretser  and  Forer,  the  people  could  not  be 
shaken  from  their  belief  in  the  authenticity  of  the  book,  for  as  De  Ignace  [sic] 
said  in  his  second  edition,  1714,  **  Nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  is  contuned  there- 
in that  the  Jesuits  have  not  reduced  to  practice."  A  third  edition  of  the  T\tba 
Magna  was  publlahed  in  1717,  and  a  fourth  in  1760. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  again  to  the  forgoing  para- 
graph^by-and-by.    The  Article  goes  on  to  give  a  list,  and  by 
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no  means  an  accurate  one,  of  Dutch,  English,  and  French  edi- 
tions, and  cites  the  testimony  of  Beiffenberger,  a  Jesuit,  that  in 
his  time  (1764)  the  book  was  extensively  circulated,  and  credit- 
ed by  many.    It  then  proceeds : 

'*  After  the  suppression  of  the  order  Id  1778,  a  manuscript  copy  was  found  and 
printed  at  Rome,  1782,  with  this  title,  *Monita  Seereta  Patrum  SodetatiB  Jem; 
nunc  primum  typU  tvprtua^  The  editor  had  never  heard  of  a  printed  copy 
before !  It  contains  numerous  errors,  suoh  as  would  naturally  arise  from  frequent 
recopying.  A  copy  of  this  edition  is  in  the  New  York  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

*' A  volume  printed  at  Venice  in  1696,  once  the  property  of  a  Jesuit  College, 
has  long  been  in  the  British  Museum,  and  is  curious  only  as  containing,  at  the 
end  of  the  book,  several  manuscript  leaves  on  which  the  whole  of  the  MvMXa 
8eer€ta  is  inscribed,  the  wriUng  being  evidently  of  aodent  date,  and  m  all  proba- 
bility the  work  of  a  Jesuit. 

*'  Thus  we  have  not  less  than  fLye  or  six  independent  sources  whence  the  print- 
ed copies  of  this  book  have  been  derived.  Manuscripts  of  the  work  have  been 
found  elsewhere,  in  Jesuit  colleges,  since  the  suppression  of  the  order  in  1778, 
and  previous  to  its  restoration  in  1814." 

The  author  of  this  part  of  the  Article,  Eev.  E.  F.  Hatfield, 
D.  D.,  concludes  his  labors,  which  have  been  apparently  of  the 
most  second-hand  and  inaccurate  sort,  with  an  indorsement  of 
the  genuineness  of  the  book  given  by  Dr.  Hodge  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  Princeton  Review. 

The  next  part  of  the  Article  is  by  Professor  Henry  M.  Baird, 
and  is  an  extract  from  the  Analectes  Belgiques  of  M.  Gachard, 
a  scholar  of  excellent  reputation,  as  follows : — 

'*  When  the  *M(mita  Seereta  SoeietaiU  Jent  were  published,  a  few  years  since, 
many  persons  disputed  the  authenticity  of  this  book ;  others  boldly  maintained 
that  it  had  been  forged  with  the  design  of  injuring  the  Society,  by  ascribing  to  it 
principles  which  it  did  no^[>osses8.  Here  are  facts  that  will  dUiipate  all  umcer' 
tetniy  in  this  respect :  At  the  soppression  of  the  order  in  the  Low  Oountries  in 
1778,  there  were  discovered  in  one  of  its  houses,  in  the  ooUege  of  Ruremonde 
(everywhere  else  they  had  been  carefully  destroyed  at  the  first  tidings  of  the 
bull  fulminated  by  Clement  XIY.)  the  most  important  papers,  such  as  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  General  with  the  Provincial  Fathers,  and  the  directions  of 
which  the  latter  alone  could  have  cognizance.  Among  those  papers  were  the 
Monita  Becreta,  A  translation  of  them  was  made  hy  order  of  the  government  by 
the  SubsHtut  Proeureur^inh'al  of  Brabant,  de  Berg.  It  stiH  exists  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  kingdom,  and  lean  vo^ueh  that  it  differf  in  nothing,  eubstantiallgy 
(quant  au  fond)  from  that  which  ha$  been  rendered  public^ 

The  third  part  of  the  Article  is  from  the  genial  pen  of  the 
Editor  of  the  Observer^  and  is  occupied  mainly  with  cursing 
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a  gentleman  who  had  pronounced  the  "  Secret  InBtructions  *' 
to  be  ''an  ascertained  and  acknowledged  forgery,"  and  de- 
manding that  he  should  be  cast  out  of  ''  standing  in  a  Chris- 
tian community"  as  "  a  calumniator."  It  winds  up  with  this 
striking  sentence : 

"  There  is  no  disputed  passage  in  the  New  Testament  more  trinmphantly  Tin- 
dicated  than  Is  this  pablication  of  the  '  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,' 
which  has  been  wantonly  pronounced  a  forgery.** 

We  propose,  in  this  Article,  to  give  a  fall  and  fair  account  of 
the  status  which  this  book  holds  in  literature.  And,  since  we 
have  got  so  far  in  the  statement  of  evidence  and  authority  in 
favor  of  the  genuineness  of  the  book,  we  will  add  here  every 
additional  fact  on  that  side  of  the  question  which  we  have  been 
able  to  find  in  a  somewhat  extensive  investigation. 

LuDovious  Lucius,  an  old  controversialist  against  the  Jesuits, 
prints  the  Monita  Secreta  in  fall  as  genuine,  in  his 
Historia  Jesuitica  (Basil.  1627),  pp.  347-357.  A  copy  of  the 
work  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  William  E.  Williams, 
D.D.,  ofNewTork. 

An  anonymous  French  work,  now  attributed  to  the  Abb6  Ga- 
BBiEL  MussoN,  QJiiiXXQ^  Lse  Ordres  Jfewww^ij'ti^,  published  dur- 
ing the  last  century,  cites  the  Monita  Secreta^  and  makes  them 
the  text  of  protracted  denunciations  of  the  Jesuits.  But  the 
learned  and  responsible  German  translator  of  Z^  Ordres  Mon- 
aetiqvsSy  L.  G.  Oeomb,*  discredits  and  disproves  the  statements 
on  which  the  French  author  relies  for  the  authentication 
of  the  book. 

Waloh,  in  his  BdigionS'Streitigkeiten  ausser  der  Evang-hUh. 
Kirche^  part  ii.,  page  294,  cites  the  Monua  Secreta,  in  a  some- 
what non-committal  way,  but  apparently  accepting  it  as  genu- 

*^The  foil  tiUe  of  Crome*s  work  (which  may  be  found  in  Yale  College  Librarj) 
is  this:  Pragmatische  Geschiohte  der  vornehmsten  Monchsorden,  aos  ihren 
eignen  Oeschichtschreibem  yon  einem  ungenanten  Franxosen  gesamlet,  and  in 
einem  dentschen  Auscuge  so  vorgetragen  dass  der  Qeist  and  die  innere  Yerlas- 
sang  dee  MoochsTesens  daraus  erheUef'  Leipzig.  1*782.  The  French  original 
we  haye  not  been  able  to  find.  Barbier  (No.  18,445)  giyes  the  date  of  it  aa  Ber- 
lin, 1761.  It  is  corioos  that  the  exact  date  and  aathorship  of  a  work  extending 
to  seyen  daodecimo  yolomes  should  haye  been  so  effectiydy  concealed  aa  to  be 
unknown  to  the  scholar  who  translated  and  annotated  it. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  Secret  Ingt/rudiana  of  the  Jesuits.  637 

ine.  In  a  subBeqnent  work,  however,  Bibliotheca  Theologica^ 
he  enters  it  without  comment  in  a  list  of  books  written  against 
the  Jesuits  by  their  enemies. 

The  Rev.  James  Brewstkb,  a  Scotch  clergyman,  in  the 
Edinburgh  Encyclopffidia,  1830,  s.  v.  Jesuits^  cites  it  as  genuine. 

An  anonymous  controversial  history  of  the  Jesuits,  London, 
1816,  attributed  to  a  writer  by  the  name  of  PoTimER,  claims  it 
as  genuine,  with  the  usual  ailments. 

An  anonymous  controversial  pamphlet  of  the  London  Reli- 
gious Tract  Society,  entitled  '^  The  Jesuits,"  makes  a  passing 
allusion  to  it  as  genuine. 

The  "  Christian  Times,"  newspaper,  London,  January  15, 
1869,  says,  "there  can  be  no  question  as  to  their  truthful- 
ness." 

A  book  of  "  startling  disclosures,"  entitled  "  The  Secret  Plan 
of  the  Jesuits  Detected  and  Revealed,  by  the  Abbate  Leone," 
(London,  1848)  gives  the  Monita  Secreta  a  sort  of  indorsement. 
But  inasmuch  as  the  "  Secret  Pl/mC*  is  more  palpably  an  im- 
posture than  the  "  Secret  Instructions^'^  the  value  of  the  indorse- 
ment is  not  great.* 

These  (which  amount  to  nothing)  are  absolutely  all  which 
we  are  able  to  add,  after  diligent  inquiry,  to  the  indorsements 
of  the  book  given  by  Dr.  Hatfield,  with  the  following  excep- 
tion, which  is  important : 

The  "  Tresor  des  Lwres  Bares  et  PrScieuWy^^  a  valuable  bib- 
liographical work  by  M.  Grasse,  of  Dresden,  has  a  note  upon 
the  subject  in  vol.  iv,  page  576.  After  giving  some  particulars 
of  the  history  of  the  work,  with  an  inaccuracy  which  indicates 
that  he  has  not  specially  studied  the  subject,  che  author  adds : 

*'  As  I  am  the  owner  of  a  copy  of  the  above  named  very  rare  edition  "  [an 
edition  of  about  the  year  1617,  without  imprint  of  place  or  date,]  "  with  ciiti- 

*The  reference  of  this  work  to  the  Secreta  Monita  is  in  the  following 
terms: 

*'  Agitated,  carried  away  by  a  diuy  curiosity  and  an  increadng  anxiety,  I  seized 
a  Tolume  entitled  Confeuione  of  Strangers,  I  hastily  glanced  oyer  a  few  lines, 
here  and  there,  and  the  smaU  portions  that  I  read  induced  me  afterwards  to  be- 
lieve that  everything  in  this  order  is  done  conformably  to  the  rules  of  the  little 
code  known  by  the  name  of  Mcmita  Secreta,  or  Secret  Jmtructume,  It  was,  in 
fact,  a  collection  of  notes  upon  persons  of  every  class,  of  every  age,  rich  mra, 
bachelors,  <fca"    p.  18. 
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cnX  mai^al  notes  on  perplexed  passages  of  the  text,  which  belong  without  any 
doubt  to  a  Jesuit  who  owned  this  copy ,  I  am  far  from  considering  it  a  forgery ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  regard  it  only  as  a  manual  intended  for  certain  initiated  mem- 
bers of  the  order,  and  not  for  the  use  of  the  public." 

This  is  the  total  sum  of  literary  authority  in  favor  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  Monita  Secreta.  Before  considering  the 
evidence  in  the  case,  we  will  give  a  partial  list  of  books  and 
authors  on  the  other  side  of  the  question.  In  the  foregoing 
list  we  have  excluded  none  on  account  of  his  partisan  preju- 
dice on  the  subject,  otherwise  we  should  have  been  compelled 
to  exclude  every  name  on  the  list,  except  two.  Oonceming 
the  partisan  position  of  MM.  Gachard  and  Grasse  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Jesuits  we  are  not  informed ;  we  know  them  only 
as  scholars.  All  the  other  authors  cited  are  intense  Jesuit-ha- 
ters. On  the  other  side  of  the  question,  however,  we  shall 
rigidly  exclude  all  Jesuit  testimony.  Without  a  solitary  ex- 
ception, for  the  space  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  testi- 
mony of  all  Jesuits  has  been  unanimous  against  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Monita  Seoreta.  With  most  fair-minded  men, 
the  testimony  of  a  prejudiced  and  unscrupulous  friend  of  the 
Jesuits  would  be  held  to  be  a  perfectly  fair  and  equitable  off- 
set to  that  of  a  prejudiced  and  unscrupulous  enemy.  Proba- 
bly there  are  those  whose  Protestantism  is  of  that  lukewarm 
sort  that  tliey  would  deem  the  word  and  judgment  of  reputa- 
ble Jesuit  scholars  of  at  least  equal  value  with  that  of  Sciop- 
pins,  and  Dr.  Hatfield,  and  the  late  Dr.  Brownlee.  But 
allowing  nothing  for  this,  we  put  entirely  out  of  the 
question  the  testimony  of  the  Jesuits  and  of  their  friends,  and 
give  only  that  of  impartial  or  hostile  witnesses. 

The  authorities  against  the  book  are  so  multitudinous  that 
for  convenience'  sake,  they  require  to  be  classified. 

A.      ENOYOLOPiBDIAS  AND  WOBKS  OF  BmUOGBAPHY. 

1.  We  begin  with  the  highest  authority :  Babbieb,  ^^DicUon- 
noire  dee  Ouvragee  Anonymee  et  Peevdonymeey^  2d  edition, 
(Paris,  1822,-5),  Vol.  HI,  No.  20,986.  Macvey  Napier 
{Encyd.  Brita/n^  iv,  712)  declares  this  to  be  "  the  last,  and 
by  far  the  best  work  in  this  department,"  and  calls  it,  else- 
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where  {Id.  iii,  357)  "  a  very  valuable  work.''  We  must  ac- 
knowledge, with  Gr6tineau-Jolj  {Hietaire  dee  JesuiteSj  tome  iii, 
pp.  872,  873,  note),  that  "  no  one  will  accuse  him  of  partiality  in 
favor  of  the  Jesuitfl,"  for  he  was  Librarian  to  the  Directory  dur- 
ing the  French  Revolution,  was  employed  by  that  .ultra-Prot- 
estant body  as  a  Oommissioner  to  overhaul  and  dispose  of  con- 
fiscated Jesuit  libraries,  and  was  afterwards  librarian  to  the 
first  Napoleon.  He  begins  his  notice  of  the  Monita  Secreta 
with  two  decisive  words:  "  (htwage  A^pocrypJieJ*^  BUs  work 
is  in  most  large  libraries. 

2.  PlacduSy  "  Theatrum  Anonymorv/nh^^  (Hamburg,  1708), 
No.  1,501,  expresses  a  like  view  with  Barbier,  though  not  so 
perwnptorily, 

8.  JUyUtiSy  **  JSibUoiheoa  Anomfmorum  "  (Hamburg,  1740), 
tome  iii,  No.  1,856,  does  the  same. 

4.  Walch,  "  BihUotheoa  Thedogioa  "  (Jena,  1737,-65),  ii, 
179,  et  seq.,  places  the  Momta  Secreta  in  the  list  of  books  writ- 
ten by  the  enemies  of  the  Jesuits. 

5.  An  article  in  Techner's  "  BvUetm  du  BibliophUe^^^  1846, 
pp.  168  et  seq.,  maintains  the  same  view. 

6.  Abthub  Dinaux,  a  bibliographer  of  Valenciennes,  in  the 
same  volume,  page  368,  cites  the  story  of  the  finding  of  the 
Monita  Secreta  at  the  college  of  Paderbom,  and  says,  "  this 
anecdote  is  a  fabrication  {corUrouvee)  ;  the  work  is  apocryphal." 
After  noting  the  dates  of  different  editions,  he  adds :  ^'  Ton 
see,  then,  that  whenever  there  has  been  a  contest  with  the  Com- 
pany of  Jesus,  this  unmannerly  weapon  has  been  used  and 
abused, — ^has  been  multiplied  in  very  great  nnmbers,  and  scat- 
tered in  popular  editions." 

7.  The  Penny  Ch/clopcedia,  of  the  "  Society  for  the  Diffu- 
sion of  Useful  Knowledge,"  vol.  xi,  page  114,  London,  1839, 
says: 

"  The  famous  Monita  Secreta^  or  pretended  private  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  higher  and  most  tried  members  of  the  order, 
are  now  generally  acknowledged  to  be  spurious." 

8.  Ckambers^s  Ikcydopoddia,  1863,  vol  v,  page  704,  says 
of  the  book : 

"  The  accounts  of  the  time  and  circumstances  of  its  discov- 
ery are  suspicious  and  contradictory  .  .  .  and  its  apocry- 
phal character  is  now  commonly  admitted." 
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9.  Isaac.  Taylob,  in  the  MieydopcBdia  Britannicay  eighth 
edition,  1856,  vol.  xii,  page  752,  remarks: 

'^  At  a  later  time  there  was  brought  to  light,  unadvisedly,  as 
it  seems,^  the  Monita  Secreta^  believed,  however,  to  be  a  spu- 
rious production." 

10.  One  of  the  most  authoritative  of  the  German  Encydopsa- 
dias  is  Pierer^a  Universal  Lexikony  1859,  vol.  viii,  page  808. 
It  declares  the  work  in  question  to  be  "  a  satire"  (Satyre). 

11.  The  CcmversoiticmS'Leodoony  seventh  edition,  1827,  (we 
have  not  been  able  to  refer  to  a  later  edition),  says,  vol.  v, 
p.  372 :  "  The  genuineness  of  them  is  not  fully  established." 

12.  The  EncyclopcBcUa  Americana  of  Dr.  Pbanois  TjTebtcr, 
Phila.  1831,  vol.  vii,  p.  207,  follows  the  language  of  the  Con- 
versations-Lexikon,  on  which  that  work  is  mainly  founded. 

13.  Hebzog's  Heal  EncyMopadiefurProtesta/ntische  Thedo- 
gie  tmd  Kirche  is  very  high  authority  on  all  questions  rela- 
ting to  the  interests  of  Protestantism.  In  an  article  from  the. 
pen  of  Dr.  G.  E.  Stbttz,  vol.  vi,  p.  531,  Tiote^  (Stuttgardt,  1856), 
it  says,  that  the  Monita  Secreta  "  are  no  production  of  the 
Jesuit  order,  but  a  satire."  (  .  .  .  sindkeine  Ordens- 
schrifty  sondern  eime  satyre.) 

14.  The  *'  Dictionnaire  genSral  de  la  poUtigue "  of  Mau- 
BiOE  Block,  Paris,  1864,  is  highly  esteemed  among  scholars. 
In  volume  ii,  page  148,  notey  it  says :  "  The  Monita  Secretay 
which  have  been  attributed  to  the  Jesuits,  appear  stripped  of 
all  authenticity,  but  are  none  the  less  a  very  curions  docu- 
ment" (  .  .  .  paraissentdepoitrviMdetouteanifhenHcite; 
ils  n'en  constituent  pas  moins  v/a  document  tres  curieux.) 

B.      PBOTBSTANT  OHUBOH   HISTORIANS. 

15.  We  will  begin,  as  before,  putting  the  highest  authority 
first.      It  is  the  just  verdict  of  criticism,  that,  *'  for  thorough- 


♦  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield,  in  the  New  York  Observer^  has  the  foUowing  fine  ex- 
egesis of  this  passage :  "  Is  this  a  denial?  By  some  it  wv  *  believed  to  be  a 
spurious  production.  *  Was  Isaac  Taylor  of  this  number  ?  What,  then,  does  he 
mean  by  the  pregnant  expression,  'unadvUedly,  as  it  seems  f"  We  should 
really  suppose  that  he  meant  that  the  people  who  brought  it  to  light  do  not,  as 
it  turns  out,  appear  to  have  done  a  very  judicious  thiog  for  themselves.  Those 
who  brought  it  to  light,  as  all  agree,  were  not  the  Jesuits,  but  their  enemies. 
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ness  of  research,  accnraej,  and  impartiality,  no  ecclesiastical 
historian  stands  higher  than  Oiesbleb."  His  "  Text  Book  of 
Church  Eietory ''  is  in  course  of  translation  by  Prof.  Henry 
B.  Smith,  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  of  New  York, 
and  as  fast  as  translated  becomes  the  standard  text-book  in  most 
Protestant  Theological  Seminaries  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  not  the  fault,  but  the  misfortune,  of  the  learned  Dr.  Hat- 
field, that  the  volume  which  comments  on  this  subject  was 
still  locked  from  him  in  an  unknown  tongue,  at  the  time  of  the 
publication  of  his  "  researd^Bs"  in  the  New  York  Observer,  It 
is  vol.  iii,  Second  Part,  pp.  655—668,  and  notes  (Bonn,  1853). 
Speaking  there  of  the  Jesuits,  Gieseler  says: 

"  Among  the  innumerable  writings  which  appeared  against 
them,  the  Monita  Seoreta  SodeicUie  Jeeue^  and  the  Morwrchia 
Solipsorwn^  deserve  notice  particularly,  as  excellent  satires.^^ 

Then  follows  a  long  note,  after  the  manner  of  this  author, 
showing  that  he  had  made  the  origin,  history,  and  character  of 
the  book  a  subject  of  special  study.  He  gives  an  account  of 
some  of  the  successive  editions  of  the  work :  of  the  varying 
and  inconsistent  accounts  of  its  discovery ;  and  of  how,  in  the 
course  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  work  underwent  a  re- 
modeling at  the  hands  of  some  of  its  anonymous  editors,  and 
assumed  the  form  in  which  it  is  published  now*a-days.  He 
then  praises  the  adroitness  of  the  work,  and  adds : 

'*  That  the  Monita  are  a  satire  is  obyious  on  the  face  of  it  to  ao  unprejudiced 
person  ;  but  it  appears  still  more  clearlj  when  one  reads  the  Address  to  the 
Reader,  prefixed  to  the  first  editions,  the  language  and  stjle  of  which  agree  en- 
tirely with  that  of  the  Monita,  They  are,  in  form,  an  imitation  of  the  Regulm 
Boeietaiii  Jem,  and  for  a  long  time  were  regarded  as  genuine  by  the  opponents 
of  the  Order,  and  ascribed  to  the  General  Acquayiva." 

He  adds,  that  ^^  the  time  when  the  Monita  appeared  was  al- 
together the  time  of  the  most  violent  struggles  against  the  Jes- 
uits ;"  and  proceeds  to  give  the  titles  of  a  multitude  of  other 
books,  written  at  the  same  period  against  the  Society,  in  ex- 
actly the  same  spirit  and  style  with  the  Monita  Secreta. 

16.  Next  to  Gieseler,  the  book  of  Church  history  most  used 
as  a  text-book  by  Protestant  teachers  and  students  in  America 
is  Hase,  In  his  Lehrbuch  der  EA/rchengeechichie  (1848, 6th  ed.) 
he  nails  the  Monita  Secreta  as  "  a  forgery"  (untergeschoben). 
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17.  Hardly  inferior  to  these  two  in  authority  among  Protes- 
tantB,  thoogh  of  earlier  date,  is  Sohbookh.  In  his  ChrisUiche 
Sirchengeschiokte  eeit  der  Beformation,  Part  iii,  pp.  647, 
660  (Leipzig,  1805)  he  comments  on  the  book  at  length,  speaks 
of  it  as  of  doabtfol  genuineness,  and  concludes  by  giving  rea- 
sons external  and  internal  for  rejecting  it. 

18.  The  late  Dr.  Jaubs  Mubdook,  of  New  Haven  and  An- 
dover,  the  translator  of  Mosheim,  was  never  suspected  by  hia 
friends  of  any  leaiungs  towards  Jesmtism.  In  a  note  to  his 
translation  of  Moeheim^s  Eooleeiaetical  Rietory^  voL  iii,  page 
90,  (second  edition.  New  York,  1847),  he  refers  to  the  pas- 
sage of  Schrockh  above  cited,  and  remarks : 

"Hie  Jeeoits  haye  always,  and  constantly  denied  their  genuineness:  nor  hare 
the  world  the  means  of  substantiating  their  anthentieity,  except  by  their  eoin- 
ddence  with  the  yisible  conduct  of  the  Jesuits." 

19.  NiEDNEE  in  his  Leh/rhuch  der  Kvrchengesohioktej  p.  649, 
note^  (Berlin,  1866),  declares  the  document  to  be  "  probably 
spurious,  forged  by  adversaries."  "  Undckte^  eupposUtia  von 
'  Oegnem  aber  mogen  die  Privata  oder  Secreta  Monita^Societatia 

20.  A  brief  History  of  the  Jesuits  in  BanxxHa^  (Greschichte 
der  Jesuiten  in  Baiem,  Numberg,  1819),  by  Karl  HEiNBroH 
BnTEB  VON  Lang,  is  referred  to  by  Heeren  {Political  St/stem 

*  This  testimony  of  Niedner  acquires  additional  weight  ftom  the  fact  that  in 
the  first  edition  of  his  History  (Leipzig,  1846)  he  had  considered  one  of  the  forms 
of  this  Protean  document  to  be  genuine, — to  wit:  the  Aurea  MonUa  or  MoniU 
Privata, — and  had  placed  it  among  the  primary  sources  of  information  concern- 
ing the  Jesuits,  although  admitting  that  even  that  recendon  contained  matter 
which  was  *'  verddehiig  genug"  In  the  edition  of  1866,  which  was  "  rewrought  by 
the  author  shortly  before  his  death,'*  he  makes  no  such  distinction  between  the 
two  recensions  of  the  book,  but  rejects  it  altogether  from  the  list  of  authorities 
as  probably  spurious. 

For  the  careful  collation  of  the  two  editions  of  Niedner,  as  well  as  for  invalna- 
ble  assistance  in  this  whole  inquiry,  we  are  indebted  to  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished scholars  connected  with  the  library  of  Haryard  College,  whose  instan- 
taneous command  of  the  literature  of  the  subject  was  not  more  admirable  than 
his  prompt  and  patient  kindness  towards  a  total  stranger,  and  the  modesty 
with  which  he  declines  all  public  acknowledgment. 

For  a  full  account  of  the  variations  between  the  earlier  form  of  the  work 
(Avrea  or  Privata  Moniia)  and  the  later  form  (Monita  Secreta),  see  the  "  Prag- 
matieefie  Geechiehte  der  vomekmeten  Moneheorden^**  hj  L.  G.  Crome,  y(A.  ix, 
above  cited. 
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qf  Europe  and  its  Colonies^  London,  1846)  with  high  praise  as 
"  critical  and  impartial."  It  gives  the  following  judgment  on 
the  genuineness  of  the  Monita   Secreta,  pages  25,  26 : 

"Th«y  are  a  maDifest  fabrication  and  parody  {Hne  offenbare  EtdiehUmg  und 
Parodie)  which  was  probably  brought  to  light  by  the  furions  enemies  of  the 
Jeenita  in  Bohemia,  under  the  pretense  that  it  had  been  discovered  at  Fader* 
bom  in  one  of  the  Capuchin  convents  sacked  by  Ohristian,  Duke  of  Brunswick. 
The  oldest  printed  Latin  edition  is  of  the  year  1685, — the  oldest  German  trans- 
lation, of  1668.  It  was  eiroulated  through  the  rest  of  Europe  mainly  from  Am- 
sterdam. By  the  Order,  and  by  the  Pope  himself,  it  was  indignantly  denounced 
and  suppressed  as  a  calumnious  fabrication.  The  Jesuits,  Gretser  and  Tanner, 
baye  written  refutations  of  it.  The  Secreta  Monita  are  different  from  the  Prt- 
vaia  Monita,  or  Aurea  Monita  which  came  to  the  light  from  1607  to  1618,  and 
which  being  more  Mij  worked  up  and  paraphrased,  became  transfonned  into 
the  Secreta  Monita,** 

21.  The  Dogmengesokichte  of  Baxtmoabten-Crusius  (Leipzig, 
1840)  remarks  that  "among  the  wrongs  practiced  in  the  strug- 
gle against  the  Jesuits  is  to  be  reckoned  the  employment 
of  questionable  documents  claiming  to  be  derived  from  the 
Order  itself;"  and  cites  as  examples  the  Pri/vata  Monita^  and  . 
Secreta  Monita. 

0.   ANTI-JEfiUrr  OONTROVEH8IALIST8. 

Whatever  special  weight  attaches  to  the  testimony  of  un- 
willing witnesses  certainly  belongs  to  the  testimony  of  those 
authors  who,  with  the  strongest  desire  to  make  out  a  strong 
case  against  the  Jesuits,  nevertheless  concede  the  spuriousness 
of  the  Secreta  Monita.  We  name  a  few  of  the  more  eminent 
of  these. 

22.  The  first  of  these  has  already  been  cited  on  the  other 
side.  It  is  Hbnrious  db  S.  Ignatio,  otherwise  called  LiJ>ervus 
CwadAdus.  His  judgment  m  famor  of  the  genuineness  of  the 
Secreta  Monita  would  be  of  comparatively  trifling  weight,  for 
he* was  one  of  the  most  intense  and  vehement  enemies  of  the 
Jesuit  order.  But  his  judgment  against  the  book  would  be  of 
the  gravest  importance.  And  if  it  should  appear  that  such  a 
judgment  was  given  after  the  author  had  already  endorsed  and 
printed  the  book  as  genuine,  and  had  relied  upon  it  in  an  ar- 
gument against  the  Jesuits,  it  would  seem  that  no  circumstance 
short  of  martyrdom  could  have  added  to  the  moral  weight  of 
his  opinion  in  the  case. 

VOL.  xxvnL  35 
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But  these  are  the  simple  facts.  In  the  first  edition  of  his 
^^  Tuba  Magna  mirum  dangens  eonum^  etc.^  de  neoeseitaU  re- 
formandi  Soc.  Jesu^  Argentine^  ITIS,  Liberins  Oandidns  had 
considered  the  Secreta  Maniia  to  be  genuine,  and  had  printed 
them  in  that  work  in  full.  In  the  second  edition  of  that 
work,  however,  published  under  the  title  Tuba  Altera^  majo- 
rem  dangens  sonum^  he  bboogkized  thbir  spubiousness,  and  re- 
jected them  fix)m  his  book,  declaring  justly,  on  page  188 : 
^^  Fa^cUe  in  mteU/igentiofn  oadit  satis  corruptum  esse  ear  hth 
manwrn^  ut  sese  qtdbtiscrmque  soderibus  etjlagUiis  dedat :  ast 
non  ita  exccecata  et  obtvsa  est  mens,  ut  proioepta  scdertun  et 
flagitiorvm  oommittendorum  veHt  prcBsorib^e.  Vtdt  homo 
esse  mahcs^  et  amat  videri  bonus J^* 

*  See  Gieeeler,  Lehrb.  der  Kircbeog.,  Vol.  iii,  part  2,  page  657.  We  haye  not 
been  able  to  yerify  tbe  quotation,  tbe  only  copies  of  tbe  Tuba  Magna  and  Tvba 
Altera  of  wbioh  we  know,  belonging  to  the  Union  Theological  Library,  New 
York,  having  been  for  iome  months  withdrawn  from  the  Library  by  the  Rer. 
Dr.  Hatfield,  one  of  its  Directors,  who  refoses  permiation  to  consnlt  theip. 

This  transaction  of  the  Rev.  Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  D.  D.,  deeerrea  a  place  in  the 
hiatory  of  the  Curioeities  of  ControTeny,  if  that  sad  history  should  CTcr  be 
written.  We  will  not  dwell  apon  its  aggrarations,  except  to  call  attentiou  to  the 
one  wickedness  of  it  most  liable  to  be  overlooked,  and  that  is,  that  the  injury  of 
a  fellow-minister  was  to  be  compaaaed  by  means,  not  only  of  a  fraud  npoD  Uie 
public,  but  also  of  false  witness  against  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbors.  To  a 
generous  mind,  the  fact  that  his  antagonists  are  helplessly  shut  out  from  a  hear- 
ing before  the  greater  part  of  those  to  whom  he  writea,  would  be  a  strong  ap- 
peal for  the  most  scrupulous  justice.  But  some  minds  are  not  generous.  We  have 
.  observed  that  tbe  oonscienoea  most  torpid  to  any  sense  of  wrong  perpetrated 
agaifiMt  Jesuits,  belong  often  to  the  very  men  who  are  in  a  continual  squirm  of 
virtuous  indignation  at  the  frauds  and  concealments  committed  by  Jesuits.  This 
is  curiously  illustrated  by  the  gentle  comment  of  an  eminent  scholar,  who  re- 
marks, in  calling  attenti9n  to  Dr.  Hatfield's  stratagem,  ^  that  it  would  seem  as  if 
h«  had  practiced  a  little  Jesuitism  in  the  suppression  of  important  fkets.** 

Nothing  but  such  transactions  as  this  can  give  any  color  of  justice  to  that 
otherwise  absurd  cavil  of  Dr.  O.  A.  Brownson,  who  in  one  of  his  essays  inti- 
mates that  the  Jesuits  whom  he  has  happened  to  know,  have  all  been  Nathanaels 
of  the  most  guileless  simplicity,  and  that  if  you  are  seeking  the  ideal  Jesuit  of 
the  popular  mind,  you  will  find  him  in  a  Presbyterian  minister. 

P.  S^  Just  as  this  is  on  the  point  of  going  to  the  printer,  we  have  found  in  the 
library  of  St.  John^  College,  S.  J.,  Fordham,  a  volume  which  sheds  additional 
light  on  this  transaction  of  Dr.  Hatfield's ;  and  the  more  light  we  get,  the  uglier 
it  looks.  The  book  is  entitled  '^Difexa  delta  Ccmpagnia  di  Oesit,  per  Chnglidmo 
Twrter,"*  Naples,  1849.  From  this,  it  appears  that  even  in  the  firet  edition  of 
the  Tuha  Magtia,  the  author  "  non  eerto  aeterit  opue  Jenutarum  ene;  prapetuttt 
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23.  We  oome  next  to  a  great  name,  darum  ac  venerdbUe. 
That  man  of  all  the  homan  race  who  has  most  thoroughly 
known  Jesuitism,  in  its  principles,  and  acts,  and  documents ; 
who  has  most  suffered  from  its  malice ;  who  has  fought  it  with 
the  most  strenuous,  and  protracted,  and  untiring  warfare ;  who 
has  hated  it  with  perfect  hatred,  and  counted  it  his  lifelong  en- 
emy ;  was  Antoinb  Aenauld.  There  was  nothing  within  the 
range  of  honorable  controversy  which  he  was  not  ready  to  do 
against  the  Jesuits.  But  there  were  some  things  that  he  could 
not  do.  Being  a  benighted  Papist,  and  not  having  learned  the 
ethics  of  controversy  as  they  have  been  practised  in  the  light 
of  an  open  Bible,  by  certain  Protestant  divines  in  this  free  and 
happy  land,  he  could  not  wink  at  a  fraud,  nor  suffer  his  name 
to  be  used  to  maintain  the  credit  of  a  lie.  The  following  quo- 
tation is  from  his  letters,  in  vol.  iii,  of  his  works,  p.  143,  Lau- 
sanne, 1775. 

"  Mais  Je  ne  scmrois  &t/re  de  son  avis  par  ce  qui  est  des 
Monita  Secreta.  11  y  a  longtemps  que  Je  les  ai  vus.  Mais 
fai  toujou/rs  cru^  etje  le  crois  etwarej  que  c^est  tme  piece  qu*  on 
lev/r  ajouee,  etqu^  its  rCen  sont  point  Us  a^iteuri,^^ 

"  But  I  cannot  agree  with  him  about  the  Monita  Secreta. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  seen  them,  but  I  have  always  be- 
lieved, and  I  still  believe,  that  this  work  has  been  fastened  on 
them  [i.  e.,  the  Jesuits]  by  a  trick,  and  that  they  are  not  the 
authors  of  it  at  all." 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Williams,  D.  D.,  of  New  York,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  valuable  citation,  adds  this  just 
comment :  "  Now  in  his  '  Morale  Pratique  des  Jesuites^  At- 


tamen  in  iliam  opinioneM"  *'doe8  Dot  eonfidently  a«9ert  that  the  book  is  fl^eDuine ; 
neYerthdloBS,  he  iuclines  to  that  opinion."  In  the  aecond  edition,  he  omita,  bod- 
ily, the  Secreta  Monita^  notifying  the  reader,  in  the  preface,  "  Whoever  the  au- 
thor of  theee  inetruetions  may  be,  they  have  been  expunged  from  this  edition,  for 
reasoDs  given  on  page  178.*'    And  on  that  page,  he  says,  ^'Theee  Instructions  are 

rejected  as  impious  bj  Huylenbrook,  andjuellff He  proves  that 

that  was  a  badly  oobbled-up  fiUsehood  {m<Ue  e(m9uteun  fabellam)  concerning  the 
disooYory  of  them,  which  bad  been  prefixed  to  the  various  editions  of  the  book. 

I  cheerfuUy  acknowledge  it I  freely  believe  {jtpimte  igitur  ere- 

dam)  that  these  impious  Instructions  were  never  composed  by  the  Jesuitp." 
These  considerations  are  in  addition  to  the  argument  from  internal  eyidence  lead- 
ing to  the  same  conclusion,  cited  by  Gieeeler  from  page  188  of  the  same  work. 
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natQd  has  certainly  ehovm  tfaem  do  mercy ;  but  in  his  thor- 
ough hostility,  he  was  perfectly  upright ;  and  as  the  champicm 
of  the  Jansenists,  showed  towards  his  foes  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus  a  candor  which  they  never  reciprocated.^' 

24.  A  famous  anti-Jesuit  satire,  contemporaneous  with  the 
Monita  Secreta^  was  the  Manarehia  Sclipeorvm.  The  editor 
of  an  ancient  translation  of  that  ^ork  into  Frendi,  who,  as 
Schrdckh  remarks  in  citing  him,  ^^  was  certainly  no  friend  of 
the  Jesuits  ^  (Eircheng.  seit  der  Bef,  1.  c)  doubts  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Monita  Secreta. 

25.  The  next  witness  no  one  would  claim  to  be  either  fair  or 
scrupulous,  but  for  that  very  reason,  his  testimcmy  in  this  case 
is  the  more  effective,  for  on  this  point  he  is  a  most  reluctant 
witness.  It  is  Andrew  STEnncBTz,  formerly  a  Jesuit  novice, 
who,  having  left  the  order,  has  devoted  himself  to  hard  writing 
against  it.  No  one  has  ever  accused  Steinmetz  of  yielding, 
through  any  weak  scruple,  any  point  that  could  possibly  be 
held  against  the  Jesuits.  The  fact  that  Steinmetz  gives  up  the 
Monita  Secreta  as  an  authority  shows  that  he  believes  it  not 
only  to  be  splirious,  but  to  be  proved  to  be  spurious.  His  note 
on  the  subject  is  to  be  found  in  his  History  of  the  Jesuits,  Lon- 
don, 1848,  vol  iii,  pp.  863—366. 

26.  Another  historian  of  exactly  the  same  school  is  G.  B. 
NioouNi,  whose  "  History  of  the  Jesuits,'^  written  in  an  acri- 
monious anti-Jesuit  spirit  for  the  British  market,  was  published 
in  "  Bohn's  Illustrated  Library,"  London,  1854.  He  gives  the 
following  as  his  reason  for  ^^  omitting  to  extract  from  the  ^- 
oreta  Monita^ 

**  The  Secreta  MoiUta  are  a  colleotion  of  preeepts  and  instniotiona,  the  meal  ne- 
&riou3  aod  diabolioal,  given,  it  is  anppoaed,  by  the  General  of  the  Order  lo  hia 
sabaltems,  as  if  to  show  them  the  way  to  proceed  in  all  their  perfidious  plota  for 

the  aggraodisement  of  the  Company To  confiMS 

the  troth,  our  opinion  is,  that  the  book  Is  m$  be$t^  mp^eryphml.  The  Jeanita  were 
too  cunning  foxes  to  expose  their  seorets  to  the  risk  of  bekig  disooTered  by 
leaving  copies  of  such  a  book  here  and  there.  They  were  not  yet  so 
firmly  established  as  to  risk  the  yery  ezistenee  of  their  Order  if  one  of 
these  copies  were  disooTsred,  or  if  a  member  should  be  tempted  to  betray  the 
Society.  Besides,  from  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  Jesoitieal  eharacter,  we 
feel  assured  that  no  Superior  would  erer  hare  inculcated  sueh  barefaced  impa- 
dence,  such  abominable  and  ezeorable  rules  of  roguery.  So  much  are  the  Jesuits 
accustomed  to  dissemble  and  deceiYe,  that  eyen  their  eondoet  towards  each  other 
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is  one  contiDued  act  of  deceit and  it  is,  to  ns,  altogether  inoon 

oeiTable,  that  men  who  are  thus  mntnally  conscious  that  they  are  playing  a  part 
—who,  in  their  common  intercoone,  and  even  when  forming  the  basest  designs, 
are  careful  always  to  speak  in  the  character  of  the  pious  devotee— should  so  far 
forget  their  cue  as  to  giye  a  broad  unvarnished  statement  of  their  whole  system 
of  roguery.  For  this,  and  many  oUur  rwon*  which  we  might  adduce,  we  be- 
lieve th4  hook  u  apocryphal;  but  though  apocryphal,  it  certainly  gives  a  true 
representation  of  the  horrible  arts  and  practices  of  the  Jesuits :  and  we  are  in- 
clined to  credit  the  Jesuits  when  they  assert  that  the  book  Is  the  work  of  a  dis- 
carded brother,  so  deeply  does  it  initiate  us  in  the  secret  arts  of  the -Society. 

D.   NBG-ATTVB  AUTHOBTIIBB. 

It  is  the  just  remark  of  Schrockh,  that  if  the  Monita  Secreta 
could  be  proved  to  be  genuine  they  would  be  the  most  remark- 
able of  all  the  internal  sources  of  information  concerning  Jes- 
uitism. Especially  to  the  enemies  of  Jesuitism,  they  would  be 
invaluable.  The  Jesuits  themselves  frankly  acknowledge  that 
they  are  utterly  indefensible — that  they  are  worthy  only  of  ''  a 
den  of  thieves."*  Not  to  quote  them,  therefore,  in  any  consid- 
erable treatment  of  Jesuitism,  is  to  discredit  them. 

To  cite  all  the  authorities  which  have  pronounced  thus  tac- 
itly but  decisively  against  the  genuineness  of  the  Monita  Se- 
creta would  be,  for  substance,  to  produce  a  catalogue  of  the 
standard  literature  of  the  subject.  We  mention  a  few  authors 
almost  at  random,  including  none  that  are  fiiendly  to  the  Jes- 
uits. 

27.  Recede  Encyctopcedia  omits  all  mention  of  the  Monita 
Secreta, 

28.  So  does  the  Encydopedie  Modeme^  Paris,  1850.  The 
Article  is  strongly  anti-Jesuit. 

29.  So  does  the  EncyclopSdie  dee  Oens  du  Monde.  Paris, 
1841. 

30.  Ersch  and  Qruber^s  AUgememe  Encyktopcedie,  in  an 
elaborate  and  exhaustive  Article,  fortified  with  the  citation  of 

*  Gr6tineau-Joly,  Histoire  dee  Jesuites,  tome  iii,  pag^  178. 

The  author  of  the  *^  Difesa  delta  Compagnia  di  Oeiit^'*  above  cited,  aban- 
dons every  other  defense  betides  the  repudiation  of  the  work  as  a  (orgerj ;  say- 
ing that,  if  these  were  the  instruotionB  which  regulated  the  Jesuit  Order,  "  ques- 
ta  sarebbe  una  setta  la  pin  scellerata  di  quante  mai  ne  sono  state  al  mondo,  e  i 
suoi  componenti  sarebbero  peggiore  degli  atei,  degl'  increduli,  degli  assassini,  e 
degli  otesoi  demonli.  Questanon  d  un  esagerasione."    p.  24S. 


D(itized  by  Google 


54  8  Secret  InetmcUons  of  the  Jeeuite.  L^^Jy 

documents  and  enriched  with  an  account  of  the  literature  of 
the  subject,  makes  no  mention  of  the  Mbnita. 

31.  Ranke,  in  his  History  of  the  PopeSy  touching  on  every 
subject  on  which  this  document  bears,  quoting  every  authen- 
tic document  pertaining  to  the  society's  organization,  and  veri- 
fying by  secondary  authorities  points  which  this  document 
would  settle  at  once,  makes  no  allusion  to  the  Monita  Se- 
creta, 

32.  Heeben,  ^^JPoUHcal  System  of  Europe  cmd  its  CoUmie^ 
(London,  1846),  gives  a  full  account  of  Jesuitism,  with  fiill  re- 
ferences to  sources  of  information,  but  makes  no  reference  or 
allusion  to  the  Monita. 

33.  Duller,  "  The  Jesuits  as  they  were  and  are^'*  a  sharp 
anti-Jesuit  work,  published  in  an  English  translation  fix)m  the 
German,  with  an  introduction  by  the  late  Sir  Culling  Eardley 
(London,  1845),  makes  no  mention  of  the  Monita^  though 
citing  the  genuine  documents  of  the  society,  to  convict  it  of 
intrigue  and  bad  morals. 

34.  Ellendoef,  "  Moral  vnd  Politik  der  JesmtevC*  (Darm- 
stadt, 1840),  makes  no  citation  from  the  Monita, 

35.  Paeoissibn,  "  Principles  of  the  Jesuits^  (London,  1860), 
the  design  of  which  is  "  to  exhibit  the  principles  of  Jesuitism 
in  the  words  of  the  Jesuits  themselves,"  in  a  very  full  cata- 
lofijue  of  Jesuit  documents  cited  against  the  character  of  the 
order,  does  not  name  the  Monita. 

36.  Pabthenop.«u8  Heretious,  the  pseudonym  of  the  au- 
thor of  "  Popery  against  ChrisUamty*^  (London,  1719),  a  work 
directed  specially  against  the  Jesuits,  quotes  their  documents 
largely  against  them,  but  does  not  name  the  Monita. 

37.  D'Alembebt  hated  the  Jesuits  furiously  and  fought  them 
unscrupulously,  but  never  ventures,  so  far  as  we  have  exam* 
ined,  to  quote  the  Monita  Secreta,  See  ^^  Destruoiion  des 
JesmteSy^^  and  two  papers  in  vindication  of  it,  in  his  (Euwes 
PhiLosophiqueSy  tom.  v. 

38.  Voltaire  was  not  accustomed  to  let  slip  any  good 
oppbrtunity  of  abusing  the  Jesuits,  but  in  his  enormously  vol- 
uminous writings  we  fail  to  find  any  citation  of  the  Monita 
Secreta;  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  French  Encyclopsedia. 

39.  AxExiSDE  St.  Peiest,  peer  of  France,  in  his  ^^Histoire  de 
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la  Chute  des  Jesuites  au  Tvmme  SUcU^  1760-1783  "  (Paris, 
1846),  writes  with  vehement  animosity,  and  with  a  strong 
political  purpose,  against  the  Jesuits,  and  sustains  himself  by 
quoting  original  documents,  but  he  does  not  quote  the  Monita 
Secreta. 

40.  MM.  MioHELBT  and  Quinet,  Professors  in  the  College 
of  France,  whose  lectures  on  the  Jesuits  about  the  year  1846 
did  more  than  almost  anything  beside  to  defeat  the  designs  of 
the  Order  on  public  instruction  in  France,  do  not  deign  to 
make  any  allusion  to  the  Secreta  Manila^  although  it  is  the 
only  important  document  in  the  case  which  they  do  not  al- 
lude to. 

41.  One  of  the  most  destructive  attacks  upon  the  Jesuit 
order,  since  the  days  of  Pascal,  is  the  work  of  Vicenzo  Qio- 
BERTi,  entitled  "  H  Gesuita  Modemo?^  It  extends  through 
five  octavo  volumes,  no  one  of  which,  as  far  as  we  have  discov- 
ered, contains  any  allusion  to  the  Monita  Secreta. 

42.  But  the  weightiest  negative  testimony  that  can  be  given  is 
this :  that  in  all  the  proceedings  against  the  Jesuits  which  result- 
ed in  their  expulsion  by  the  government  of  France,  in  1773, 
although  every  sort  of  allegation  was  made  against  them 
which  could  possibly  be  sustained  by  evidence,  and  although 
the  whole  power  of  the  monarchy  was  set  in  operation  to  col- 
lect evidence,  the  Monita  Secreta^  which  had  then  been  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  years  divulged,  are  never  mentioned.* 

SXTBSNAL  EVIDEKOB  OF    THE  OEIOTINENESS  OF  THE 
MONTTA  SSOBETA. 

The  three  collaborators  in  the  New   York  Observer  have 

*The  Jesuit  author  of  the  "  DiftM  delta  Compagnia  di  GttHi "  puts  this  very 
fairly:  "  Nel  secolo  scorso,  principalmente in Franoia  si fecero  tanti  process!  contro 
i  Gesuiti ;  si  allegarono  taoti  motiyi  per  giostificar  la  sentenza  della  loro  espnl- 
siooe.  Bastava  quest'  unica  prova :  i  Gesultl  sono  una  setta  scellsrata,  ed  ecoone 
U  codice  secreto.  A  nessuno  yenne  in  mente  quest'  argomento  coei  decisiyo: 
segno  eyidente  che  tutti  eran  persnasi  della  impostura  di  queeto  libello." 

The  editor  of  a  monograph  on  the  Monita  Secreta,  published  at  Paris,  1828, 
makes  the  same  strong  point :  *'  Les  auteurs  des  Compiee  rendus  eux-m^mes,  qui 
rocueillaient  tout,  i  qui  toot  6tait  bon,  n'ayaient  pas  osd  en  faire  usage."  For 
the  use  of  both  these  works,  we  are  indebted  to  the  courteous  and  learned  libra- 
rian of  St  John's  College,  S  J.,  Fordham,  N.  T. 
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done  their  best,  althonf^h  not  the  best  that  might  have  been 
done,  to  set  forth  this  evidence  in  its  fnllness  and  strength. 
We  propose  to  take  up  their  "  irresistible  and  inevitable  "  de- 
monstration, in  detail,  correcting  here  and  there  a  blunder, 
and  adding  what  bits  of  additional  evidence  they  were 
ignorant  of,  that  the  reader  may  feel  assured  of  having  the 
whole  case  before  him. 

1.  The  book  first  appeared  in  print  without  name  of  editor 
or  printer,  and  under  a  false  name  of  the  place  of  issue 
(Notobirga)  at  Cracow,  in  the  year  1612,  at  a  time 
when  violent  attacks  against  the  Jesuits  were  multiplied 
in  all  quarters.*  The  publication  of  it  was  managed  so 
secretly  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  trace  it  to  any  respon- 
sible editor  or  printer.  It  "  gratified  an  intense  curiosity  "  and 
was  circulated  all  over  Europe,  both  in  manuscriptf  and  in 
copies  subsequently  printed  without  name  of  editor  or 
imprint  of  place  or  date.:^  The  genuineness  of  the 
book  was  denied  at  once  by  the  Jesuits,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  be  denied  by  them  unvaryingly  for  two  cen- 
turies and  a  half,  down  to  the  present  time.  Whatever 
presumption -in  favor  of  the  genuineness  of  the  book  may  be 
raised  from  these  circumstances  of  its  origin,  should  be  fi-eely 
conceded. 

2.  The  first  witness  called  to  testify  in  the  case  is  Soioppvus  ! 
And  a  beautifal  figure  he  cuts  upon  the  witness  stand !     A 

*  Gieteler,  Lehrb.  d.  Eiroheng.,  L  e, 

f  Cond«moation  of  the  Monita  Privata  by  th«  AdminUtrator  of  the  diocese  of 
Cracow,  Aug.  20,  1616.  The  document  is  giyeo  in  foil  by  Gretser,  0pp.  Tom.  zi, 
p.  1012.  The  complete  works  of  Oretser  are  in  the  library  of  the  Redemptorist  con- 
▼eot  in  Third  Street,  New  York.  According  to  this  official  paper,  the  Monita 
had  already  bad  a  circnlation  in  mannscript,  before  it  was  printed :  "  libellns 
quidam  famosus,  Monita  privata  8.  J.,  false  inscriptus,  prime  qoidem  mana- 
scriptns  ez  Hispanico  (nti  titulos  ipeios  pr»  sese  ferebat)  Istinua  Uctas ;  poet 
impressos  et  typis  evulgatos."  There  are  many  other  allasions,  in  the  paper,  to 
the  continued  circulation  of  the  libel  in  manuscript;  the  immediate  occasion  of 
the  issue  of  the  condemnation,  however,  was  the  recent  appearance  of  a  reprint, 
by  unknown  printers  and  editors. 

These  facts  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  '*  entirely  independent  editions  ** 
of  which  the  New  York  Observer  makes  so  much  account 

X  GrSflse,  Tr^sor  des  Livres  Rares  et  Pr6cieuz,  Tom.  iv,  p.  676.  Gretser, 
loe,  cit. 
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man  who  has  been  impeached  in  every  court  in  the  common- 
wealth of  letters.  His  character  is  thns  briefly  summed  up  by 
a  high  authority  :  ^^  He  was  possessed  of  a  freAy  of  an  uncom- 
mon kind,  being  a  perfect  firebrand,  scattering  around  him,  as 
if  for  his  amusement,  the  most  atrocious  calumnies."  (Encycl. 
Britann.  s.  v.  •'  Scioppiue.^^  "  For  his  love  of  slander,  and  the 
furious  assaults  which  he  made  upon  the  most  eminent  men, 
he  was  called  the  Cerberus  of  literature.'*  (Ibid.)  This  man, 
according  to  the  same  high  Protestant  authority,  ^^  published 
more  than  thirty  defamatory  libels  against  the  Jesuits.''  Many 
of  these  were  under  assumed  name^,  and  it  is  one  of  these 
anonymous  libels  of  a  notorious  calumniator,  which  is  quoted 
by  the  Observer  as  evidence  in  this  case  1* 

But  supposing  the  anonymous  testimony  of  Scioppius  to  be 
cfedible,  what  does  it  amount  to  ?  Simply  this  :  that  a  book, 
the  Mordta  Secreia,  had  come  into  his  hands  (he  does  not 
say  from  what  source)  which  he  believes  (he  does  not  say  on 
what  evidence)  to  have  been  discovered  at  the  sack  of  the  Jes- 
uit College  in  Paderbom,  eleven  years  before  he  wrote,  although 
we  know,  and  he  knew,  and  we  know  that  he  knew,  that  the 
substance  of  it  had  been  circulating  all  over  Europe,  in  various 
anonymous  editions  and  in  manuscript  copies  for  twenty  years 
before  he  wrote,  and  that  the  history  and  genuineness  of 
it  had  been  discussed  by  theologians  with  whose  writings  he 
was  perfectly  familiar.    This  witness  may  step  down. 

8.  The  next  witness  is  Common  Fame.  "  It  was  credibly 
reported  that  another  copy  had  been  found  at  the  capture  of 
Prague,  in  1681,  only  two  years  before."  It  it  hardly  worth 
while  to  cross-examine  this  witness :  ehe  may  step  down. 

4.  The  next  witness  is  Henry  Compton,  of  Oxford,  after- 
wards bishop  of  London,  who  deposes  and  says  that  the  Monir 
ta  Secreta  had,  in  1669,  been  "lately  found  in  manuscript,  in 
a  Jesuit's  closet,  after  his  death,  and  sent  in  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  at  Paris  to  his  friend  in  London."  But  who  the 
friend  in  London  was,  and  who  was  the  gentleman  in  Paris, 
and  who  was  the  Jesuit  who  owned  the  doset,  and  who  the 

*  The  character  of  Scioppius  ia  Jast  such  as  Bayle's  Dictionary  loves  to  expa* 
tiate  apoD.  See  that  work,  in  which  one  wiUfindit  "painted  with  all  tha 
wrinUes." 
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honest  man  was  who  got  into  his  closet  after  his  death,  and 
who  told  the  story  to  Canon  Oompton,  and  where  the  man 
that  told  the  C^on  got  the  story  from — ^these  are  points  on 
which  that  undoubtedly  excellent  person  does  not  find  it  im- 
portant to  inform  us.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  look  longer 
at  that  evidence. 

5.  The  next  evidence  is  a  copy  of  an  anonymous  edition  of 
the  Monita^  published  at  Borne,  in  1782,  claiming  to  be  the 
first  edition  ever  printed.  One  copy  of  this  edition  is  in  Union 
Theological  Library,  and  another  in  the  library  at  Andover. 
It  is  safe  to  infer  from  this  edition— either  that  the  previous  edi- 
tions of  a  book  which  for  170  years  had  been  circulated  in  ev- 
ery country  in  Europe,  had  been  the  subject  of  protracted  and 
acrimonious  debate  among  the  most  eminent  writers,  and 
had  repeatedly  been  put  on  the  Boman  Index  of  Prohibited 
Books,  were  entirely  unknown  to  the  Boman  editor  and  publish- 
er of  this  edition,  and  that  this  was  set  up  from  one  of  the  mul- 
titude of  manuscript  copies  that  were  in  circulation— or,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  printer  lied,  and  hid  his  name  accordingly. 
It  is  entirely  indifferent  to  the  question  in  hand,  which  of  these 
two  theories  is  considered  the  more  probable.  But  it  is  a  little 
difficult  to  conceive  any  other  reason  than  that  just  suggested, 
for  printing  this  edition  eecredy  at  Bome,  at  the  time  when  it 
was  the  general  fashion  on  all  hands  to  abuse  the  Jesuits.* 

6.  Besides  these,  we  have  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  book 
written  on  blank  leaves  at  the  end  of  a  volume  in  the  British 
Museum,  which,  according  to  somebody's  opinion,  it  does  not 
appear  whose,  is  "  in  all  probability  the  work  of  a  Jesuit,"  a 
thing  which  may  be  or  may  not  be,  but  in  either  case  proves 


*  Niedner  (loc.  cit)  intimates  his  belief  that  this  edition  is  a  fraud  in  its  very 
title,  and  speaks  of  it  as  **  the  pretended  [angeblich]  Boman  edition  of  1782." 
If  so,  it  woold  be  exactly  parallel  with  a  later  fraudulent  edition,  printed  and 
drenlated  in  Palermo  in  1848,  with  the  sweetly  impudent  imprint  that  it  was 
9tampata  in  Roma,  fuUa  iipographia  delta  Propaganda,  $  eon  permuMione."  For 
so  intensely  geonine  a  docnment,  it  has  been  most  onlncky  in  the  oircnmstances 
of  its  publication.  An  edition  printed  at  Paris  in  1761  was  disguised  with  the 
false  imprint  of  Paderbom,  and  is  probably  the  one  referred  to  by  the  leaned 
Hatfield  as  having  been  *'  published  in  1661  at  Paderbom,  under  the  eaves  of  the 
Jesuit  (College.** 
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nothing  bnt  that  this  notorious  docnment  was  matter  of  inter- 
est to  any  one  interested  in  the  Jesuit  controversy.* 

Strangely  enough,  here  the  Key.  Dr.  Hatfield  rests  his 
case.  For,  either  he  is  ignorant  (which  is  in  the  highest  degree 
probable)  or  be  is  incredulous  (which,  with  his  faculty  of 
deglutition,  is  very  unlikely)  of  the  East  Indiaman,  captured 
by  the  Dutch  about  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
with  all  the  secret  papers  of  the  Jesuits  aboard,  and  the  '^  Se- 
cret Instructions  "  among  them — which  is  one  of  the  favorite 
pretenses  under  which  the  book  has  been  sold  f — aud  of  the 
Amst^dam  story  narrated  by  the  logical  Brownlee  X  on  the 
authority  of  that  judicious  work  **  McQ«vin's  Protestant," 
and  authenticated  by  the  following  "  clincher  '^  in  the  way  of 
testimony — that  "  the  aocoimt  is  said  to  be  taken  from  two 
Boman  Catholic  men  of  oredit.^^  It  is  a  curious  question  in 
logic,  how  many  such  statements,  no  one  of  them  sustained 
by  a  particle  of  testimony,  and  no  one  of  them  proving  any- 
thing to  the  purpose,  if  it  were  sustained,  it  takes,  to  make  out 
a  "triumphant  vindication,'^  and  a  demonstration  "  whi^  can 
neither  be  evaded  nor  resisted.'' 

AU  the  testimonies  which  we  have  now  reviewed  have  been 
known  to  all  concerned  for  a  hundred  years,  and  most  of  them 
for  two  hundred;  and  as  we  have  seen,  and  as  we  might  have 
expected,  the  spuriousness  of  the  Monita  Secreta  has,  in  full 
view  of  them,  been  conceded  by  the  great  mass  of  Protestant 
writers,  including  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  Jesuits. 

But  there  are  two  bits  of  information  of  more  recent  date, 
which  perhaps  have  not  yet  had  full  consideration  in  the  con- 
troversy, and  which  ought  to  be  thoroughly  pondered  and.  in- 
vestigated before  finally  concluding  against  the  genuineness 
of  the  book. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  brief  paragraph  cited  from  M.  Gach- 
ard,  by  Prof.  Baird.  So  far  as  his  personal  testimony  goes,  it 
amounts  to  this,  only,  that  a  certain  translation  of  the  Moni' 

*  We  baye  taken  steps  to  get  a  Uk  aocoimt  of  this  MS.  from  one  of  the  learned 
bibliographers  oonnected  with  the  British  Museom. 

f  Pragmatisofae  Geeohlohte  der  yornehmaten  Mdnchsorden,  yoL  iz,  p.   820. 

X  Historical  Introduction  to  Secret  Instmctions,  published  by  Am.  and  For. 
Christian  Union,  p.  26. 
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ta  Seoretay  made  bj  order  of  the  government  of  Brabant,  does 
not  differ  essentially  from  other  translations.  He  also  gives  it 
ae  a  fact,  that  the  original  of  this  translation  was  discovered 
among  secret  papers  in  the  Jesnit  College  of  Ruremonde,  in  177S ; 
but  does  not  give  the  evidence  on  which  he  believes  this ;  he 
does  not  speak  as  if  he  had  seen  the  original.  The  standing  of 
M.  Gachard  is  such  as  to  make  a  mere  expression  of  his  opin- 
ion worthy  of  consideration  and  inquiry.  Bat  it  cannot  give 
his  opinion  the  force  of  evidence  on  a  question  of  fact,  especial- 
ly as  on  this  subject  he  manifests  a  disposition  to  speak  some- 
what peremptorily  on  mere  inference.  It  does  not  add  (o  the 
weight  of  his  testimony,  that  he  delivers  as  a  fact,  what  can 
hardly  be  more  than-  the  merest  conjecture  and  begging  of  the 
question,  that  "  everywhere  else  [than  at  Ruremonde]  they 
[the  Monita]  had  been  careftdly  destroyed  at  the  first  tidings 
cffthe  Bull  fulminated  by  Clement  XIV."  We  are  glad,  bow- 
ever,  to  be  able  to  eke  out  the  defects  of  the  testimony  of  M. 
Gachard,  by  means  of  the  following  paragraph  which  we  have 
happened  on  in  the  BibliophiLe  Bdge^  Tom.  ii,  p.  68,  (1845). 
"  We  remember  seeing,  some  years  since,  a  copy  of  the  Monita  ; 
it  came  firom  the  coU^e  of  Ruremonde,  where  it  had  been 
seized  by  Mr.  Attomey-Gteneral  de  Berg,  author  of  an  unpub- 
lished French  translation  of  these  Instrnctions ;  to  whom,  ao- 
oording  to  a  family  tradition,  very  advantageous  promises  were 
made,  for  himself  and  his  firiends,  if  he  would  be  easy  and 
accommodating  in  the  discharge  of  his  commission.  But  I 
was  not  able,  at  the  time,  to  compare  the  printed  text  with  the 
manuscript."    The  paragraph  is  signed  ^'  Db  Ro." 

The  questions  which  arise  on  these  statements,  and  which  can 
hardly  be  decided  until  we  get  more  information  (for  which  we 
have  sent)  from  Belgium,  are  these: — 1.  Were  the  MoniJUh 
found,  as  alleged,  among  oonfidential  papers  at  Ruremonde  ? 
2.  If  they  were,  is  there  any  certainty  that  they  had  not  been 
introduced  there  by  trick — the  discovery  being  made  at  a  time 
when  the  suppression  of  the  Jesuits  was  the  great  object  of 
political  intrigue  and  influence  ?  8.  If  they  were  found  feirly 
among  the  Jesuit  papers,  is  there  any  evidence  that  they  were 
an  official  document?    It  is  obvious  that  the  date  of  this  dis- 
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oovery  is  rather  agaiiist  it.  K  it  had  been  1618,  instead  of 
1778,  the  story  would  make  a  better  show.  But  it  will  require 
a  good  deal  of  evidence  to  overcome  the  improbability  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  yeare  after  this  document  had  been 
blown  and  trumpeted  all  over  Europe,  when  it  was  extant  in 
every  language,  and  purchasable  at  every  book-stall,  and  when 
five  generations  of  Jesuits  had  denounced  it  as  a  calumny,  it 
was  still  eecreOy  circulated  among  the  initiated,  and  left,  not  in 
cipher  but  in  a  legible  handwriting,  at  a  time  when  the  Jesuit 
houses  were  liable,  moment  by  moment,  to  be  broken  up,  in 
such  places  as  to  be  snapped  up  and  appropriated  by  the  ^^pro- 
cureur-general.^^ 

The  other  bit  of  recent  evidence  (if  such  it  may  be  called) 
is  that  which  we  quoted  in  full,  early  in  this  Article,  from 
Grass^'s  "  Trhor  dee  Lwree  Ra/ree  et  PreoieuXy^  vol.  iv,  p. 
576.  The  greater  part  of  M.  GrlLss^'s  paragraph  is  opinion,  not 
evidence,  and  is  entitled  to  such  consideration  as  is  due  to  the 
opinion  of  an  eminent  bibliographer  who  has  not  studied  his 
subject.  The  ground  of  his  opinion,  as  stated  by  him,  seems 
almost  frivolous.  The  statement  which  he  makes  depends  for 
all  its  force  on  the  oracular  judgment  which  he  delivers  ^'  sans 
OMCun  doute.^^  And  until  he  gives  the  public  some  opportuni- 
ty of  judging  for  themselves  of  the  character  of  the  facts  on 
which  his  conclusion  depends,  it  will  hardly  be  time  to  revise 
in  his  favor  the  almost  unanimous  judgment  of  scholars. 

We  conclude  this  survey  of  the  external  evidence  in  the  case, 
with  the  summary  made  ready  to  our  hand,  in  view  of  all  the 
facts  thus  far  adduced,  in  a  private  letter  from  one  of  the  most 
learned  and  impartial  of  living  bibliographers.    He  says : 

''  So  far  as  I  can  discover,  none  of  the  editions  purporting  to 
be  printed  from  manuscripts  found  in  various  places  has  been 
published  under  the  name  of  a  responsible  editor. 

^^  The  existence  of  manuscript  copies  in  Jesuit  hands  of  so 
ingenious  a  satire  (supposing  it  to  be  such)  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  strange.  When  printed  copies  had  become  scarce, 
manuscript  copies  of  so  short  and  so  curious  a  work  might  well 
be  made.  A  Jesuit  might  think  that  he  could,  at  any  rate,  get 
some  good  hints  from  it.     But  does  any  manuscript  copy  exist 
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which  bears  clear  marks  of  being  an  official  docnment  ?*  On- 
less  this  is  the  case,  /  do  not  see  that  we  have  <my  external 
evidence  for  the  genvmeneee  of  the  hook.^^ 

INTERNAL  EVIDBNOB. 

Several  minor  points  of  internal  evidence  have  been  taken 
against  the  book.  But  we  shall  barely  allude  to  them.  The 
close  resemblance  of  the  style  of  the  Monita  to  that  of  the 
preface  of  the  first  edition  of  the  book  at  Cracow  is  noted  by 
Gieseler.  The  same  critic,  and  others,  have  recognized  a  labor- 
ed imitation  of  the  style  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  society .f 
Indications  have  been  found  in  the  text  of  a  Polish  rather  than 
a  Spanish  origin.  And  above  all  there  has  been  pointed  out 
the  intrinsic  absurdity  of  supposing  that  shrewd  men  would 
contrive  a  secret  the  discovery  of  which  would  bring  ruin  upon 
their  enterprise  and  then  intrust  it  for  safe  keeping  to  several 
ikoueamde  of  confidants,  to  be  delivered  to  as  many  thousands 
more  from  generation  to  generation. 

The  main  argument  mfa/oor  of  the  genuineness  of  the  book 
from  the  internal  evidence  is  thus  stated :  The  ^^  Instructions  " 
contain  nothing  but  what  the  Jesuits  have  habitually 
practiced.  On  this  one  argument  the  vindicators  of  the  book 
as  genuine  must  now  depend. 

It  is  reasonable  to  doubt  the  controversial  value  of  a  book 
which  has  to  be  authenticated  by  means  of  the  very  facts 

*  The  title-page  of  the  first  edition  (1612)  represented  the  book  as  baying  been 
translated  into  Latin  from  the  original  Spanish.  The  repeated  discovery  of 
*' original  mannsoripta*'  of  the  worli,  which  are  none  of  them  in  Spanish,  but  all 
in  Latin,  shows  either  that  the  first  edition  was  a  Cdse  pretense,  or  that  the  sab- 
■equently  discovered  mannscripts,  which  show  a  werbal  agreement  with  the 
translation  of  Cracow,  were  talcen  from  that  translation,  and  are  neither  **  origi- 
nals/' nor  even  independent  translations.  The  ooUation  of  the  different  reeeo- 
sions  of  the  work— 4he  Pritfota,  and  the  Seereta  Ifont^o— shows  verbal  agree- 
ments, and  9ulnta$Uial  variations.  For  the  results  of  such  collation,  in  parallel 
oolomns,  see  "  Pragmatische  Qeschichte  der  vomehmsten  Monchsorden,*^  vol. 
ix,  pp.  220-260. 

f  *'  Quelquefoisle  fanssaire  copie  dee  phrases  entidres,  ne  faisant  autre  chose  qu' 
eflboer  les  mots  ehariU,  gloWt  de  JHeu,  $altU  des  ames,  progr^  <U  la  rdigian,  etc., 
ponr  les  remplacer  par  oeax-ci:  dimatums^  ttiee«t«t«n«,  pownnr  de  la  Soci^t^,  Aofi- 
iMMrt  et  crMU  de  la  8oci6t6,  richeues  de  la  8ocl6t6,  eta"  **Jn$truetioM  SecrHei/* 
Paris,  1828,  page  18. 
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which  the  book  itself  is  intended  to  prove.  This  controverted 
document  is  pnt  in  evidence  to  show  that  the  Jesuits  are  dan- 
gerous intriguers ;  and  to  show  that  the  document  is  genuine, 
it  is  to  be  proved  that  the  Jesuits  are  just  such  dangerous 
intriguers  as  the  document  represents — and  if  you  don't 
believe  that,  there's  the  document  which  proves  it.  So 
there  you  go,  round,  jound,  round. 

But  waiving  the  question  of  the  tcseftUness  of  the  Secreta 
Manita  as  a  polemic  document,  and  coming  back  to  the 
critical  question  on  its  genuineness,  we  object  to  this  internal 
evidence,  that  it  is  not  applicable.  The  fact  of  wrong-doing, 
in  individuals  or  in  a  community,  does  not  justify  us  in  impu- 
ting to  them  a  studious,  deliberate,  settled  plan  of  wrong-doing, 
mutually  enjoined  and  acknowledged,  and  drawn  out  into  a 
system  of  methods  and  expedients. 

Let  us  illustrate  this  by  a  parallel  case.  Those  who  are  ac- 
customed to  read  such  authors  as  Eugene  Sue  and  Dr.  Brown - 
lee,  fall  unconsciously  into  the  habit  of  associating  with  the 
name  Jesidt  ideas  of  the  supernatural  and  the  diabolically 
miraculous,  such  as  are  fatal  to  sober  reasoning  on  the  subject. 
In  order  to  relieve  the  case  from  these  prepossessions,  and  get  a 
fair  judgment  on  it,  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  (according  to 
the  precedent  fiimished  by  the  prophet  Nathan)  by  means  of 
an  analogy. 

Suppose  then  that  some  zealous  contributor  to  a  religious 
newspaper  should  be  detected  in  having  falsified  his  cita- 
tions from  a  rare  book,  and  then  keeping  the  only  known 
copy  of  that  book  (belonging  to  a  public  library)  concealed 
from  public  access.  Suppose  fiirther,  it  should  be  alleged  that 
a  curious  correspondence  had  been  filched  out  of  his  back-oflSce, 
or  picked,  by  some  iniquisitive  person,  from  under  the  lining  of 
his  hat,  in  which  all  this  was  planned  in  concert,  on  this 
wise: 

I.    Editor  to  Contribuior. 

Dkab :    That  troublesome  ooUeague  of  onrs  is  OQt  in  print  with  some 

ugly  facts  about  our  Society.  What  can  be  done  abont  it?  If  a  man  may  blurt 
things  out  in  that  style,  '*  no  religions  institution  is  safe."  He  must  be  crushed, 
A.  M.  D.  6. ;  and  you  must  do  it.    I  canH.  Ei>. 
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n.     C<mirilmt&r  to  Editor. 

DsaeEd.:  All  right.  "  Ecrasez  rUifame,"  Bat  how  shftU  we  do  it  ?  The 
facts  are  all  against  us.  I  thought  I  had  fouod  something  this  morning  in  a  rare 
book.  But  reading  on,  I  foond  that  It  did  not  amonnt  to  much  after  all ;  and  in 
the  second  edition  of  the  book,  the  writer  takes  back  the  little  he  had  said  in  the 
first    So  we  are  worse  off  than  before. 

Toon  truly,  . 

P.  8.  Oonsidering  the  interests  of  immortal  souls  and  beneyolent  societies, 
mightn't  it  do  to  fix  up— just  a  little — a  quotation  from  the  first  edition,  and  say 
nothing  about  the  second  ?  I  haye  got  safe  possesnon  of  the  only  copy  in  the 
ooontry,  so  fkr  as  I  am  aware.    A.  M.  D.  G.,  you  know. 

m.    JESditor  to  Contributor, 

Dbab  ■ :    You  are  a  man  after  my  own  heart.    Go  ahead  and  get  up 

the  faets^  and  I  will  follow  them  up  with  the  Ylrtuous  indignation  and  demand 
that  the  fellow  be  cast  out  of  Christian  society  (which  means  %u,  of  course). 
Only  mind  that  you  keep  those  books  in  a  snug  place  till  this  business  blows 
oyer.  '  Yours,  En. 

Suppose,  DOW,  the  evidence  that  this  correspondence  had 
been  found  in  the  contributor's  back  office  or  under  his  hai  lin- 
ing to  be  inconclusive,  could  not  the  letters  be  proved  genuine 
from  mtemal  evidence ;  because  there  was  nothing  proposed 
in  them  but  what  these  two  gentlemen  had  actually  done  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  internal  evidence  would  be  all  against 
them.  They  do  not  represent  the  process  by  which  such  de- 
vout persons  bring  themselves  to  do  such  unpleasant  work. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  contributor  ever  whisper- 
ed to  a  mortal  his  little  arrangement  for  deceiving  the  public ; 
and  if,  perchance,  his  editorial  friend  had  knowledge  of  it,  in- 
stead of  plotting  and  chuckling  over  it  together,  like  a  couple 
of  evangelical  Guy  Fawkeses,  more  probably  all  allusion  to 
it  was  dropped  by  tacit  consent,  and  the  unpleasant  feelings 
which  the  consciousness  of  it  might  naturally  engender  in  a 
sensitive  mind,  were  assuaged  by  that  resolute  "  directing  of 
the  intention  "  towards  the  holy  object  to  be  achieved,  the  in- 
vention of  which  we  owe,  possibly,  to  Jesuit  theologians,  but ' 
which  has  comforted  a  good  many  Protestant  consciences  in 
its  day. 

We  cannot  get  over  the  feeling  that  there  is  considerable  hu- 
man nature  in  Jesuits.    The  attempt  to  reason  about  them  on 
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the  supposed  principles  of  the  diabolical  nature  imputed  to 
them^  cannot  but  mislead.  We  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  in  their  three  centuries  of  history  they  have  often  shown 
themselves  a  very  tricky  and  mischievous  corporation.  But 
v^e  apprehend  that  the  psychology  of  sin  in  a  Jesuit  is  not  so 
very  unlike  v^hat  it  is  in  a  Protesti^t  minister,  and  that  when 
a  £ftther-rector  cheats  in  a  controversy,  or  uses  foul  means  to 
injure  the  character  and  standing  of  a  brother,  it  is  no  more  a 
proof  of  systematic,  methodical  wickedness,  reduced  to  written 
rule  and  plan,  than  it  is  when  a  Protestant  religious  newspaper 
does  the  same  thing.  We  stand  ready  to  protect  either  of  them 
from  such  injurious  inferences. 

This  discussion  has  already  taken  much  space,  but  we  are 
unwilling  to  leave  it  without  pointing  its  application  in  two 
or  three  particulars  which  are  prominent  in  the  Article  which 
we  have  been  reviewing. 

1.  We  assure  the  "  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Qnion," 
whose  intense  horror  and  indignation  at  all  Jesuit  frauds  and 
concealments  is  strongly  set  forth  in  the  preface  to  their  edi- 
tion of  the  *^  Secret  Instructions,"  and  in  other  of  their  publi- 
cations, that  they  need  not  have  the  slightest  fear  of  mistake 
in  recanting  the  statement  that  "  the  authenticity  [of  the  Se- 
cret Instructions]  is  not  for  a  moment  doubted  among  all  schol- 
ars, both  Papal  and  Protestant." 

2.  It  admits,  at  least,  of  serious  doubt,  whether  "the  Christ- 
ian community  "  had  better  hastily  take  in  hand  the  spirited  pro- 
ceedings recommended  by  the  Jl^ew  York  Observer : — to  eject 
from"  standing  "  within  itself,  as "  a  wanton  calumniator,"  every 
person  who  holds  the  "  Secret  Instructions  "to  be  "  an  ascer- 
tained and  acknowledged  forgery."  It  really  seems  as  if  mild- 
er measures  ought  to  be  tried  first,  and  this  bull  fulminated 
only  as  a  last  resort.  For  it  is  very  clear  that  the  forgery  of 
that  docujnent  has  been  "  acknowledged  "  by  the  best  Protes- 
tant scholars,  and  one  might,  almost  innocently,  infer  from  this 

.  that  it  had  been  "  ascertained." 

8.  We  feel  bound  to  say  a  reassuring  word  to  those  trem- 
bling believers  in  the  Christian  revelation  who  may  have  been 
shaken  in  mind  by  the  cavils  of  the  Ifew  York  Observer. 
There  really  is  no  ground,  in  the  judgment  of  the  best  biblical 
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critics;  for  the  assertion  of  that  paper  that  "  there  is  no  dis- 
puted passage  in  the  New  Testament  more  triumphantly  vin- 
dicated "  than  the  "  Secret  Instructions.^  The  only  dii^nted 
passage  of  the  New  Testament  to  which  this  comparison  can 
be  applied  with  any  sort  of  fitness,  is  the  text  of  "  the  three 
witnesses*,"  which  had  the  misfortune  to  be  vindicated  by  the 
same  champion — ^the  late  Dr.  Brownlee.  The  foundations 
stand  sure.  The  int^rity  of  the  New  Testament  has  nothing 
to  fear,  either  from  the  open  opposition  of  infidelity,  or  from 
such  dark  insinuations  and  secret  wounds  as  this  from  the  Ob- 
server office. 
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Abticlh  v.— moral  results  OF  ROMANISM. 

Evenmgs  wUh  the  Borrumista^  by  the  Rev.  Hobaet  Sey- 
MOUB.     Carter  &  Brothers,  New  York. 

The  Catholio  Worlds  Vol.  IX,  No.  fat  April,  1869.  Artide 
enU&ed  ^''Compa/ratwe  Morality  of  Caiholic  cmd  Protestant 
CkmrUries.'*'^    Catholic  Publication  Honse,  New  York. 

One  of  the  most  effective  answers  ever  made  to  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  is  the  opening  chapter 
of  "  Evenings  with  the  Romanists,"  by  the  Rev.  M.  Hobarfc 
Seymour,  M.  A.,  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  chapter  is 
entitled  "  The  Moral  Results  of  the  Romish  System,"  and  is 
a  sober  and,  to  all  appearance,  fair  and  honest  comparison  of 
the  criminal  statistics  of  various  European  countries,  as  fur- 
nished by  their  respective  governments,  from  the  censuses 
next  previous  to  the  year  1854,  when  Mr.  Seymour's  book  was 
published. 

The  details  of  this  comparison  we  will  not  undertake  to  give 
at  length,  although  the  details  intensify  and  confirm  the  im- 
pression made  by  the  general  results.  These  results  may  be 
briefly  stated  in  a  tabular  form,  beginning  with  the  matter  of 
criminal  homicide.  The  proportion  of  such  homicides  to  the 
population,  in  one  year,  appears  from  the  following  table  to 
be  pretty  nearly  in  direct  ratio  with  the  dominance  of  the 
Roman  Church. 

Homicides  in  Roman  Catholic  Ireland,     19  to  the  million. 
"  "        "  "      Belgium,    18       «  << 

"  «        "  "      France,      31       "  " 

"  ««        «4      •      u     Austria,      36      '^  « 

"  «        **  "      Bavaria,      68      "  «* 

**  "        "  "      Sardinia,     20      "  «< 

«  *«        *<  "      Lombardy,  45      "  " 

«  "        "  "      Tuscany,     66      " 

"  "  the  Papal  States,       113      "•        « 

"  "  Roman  Catholic  Sicily,         90      ''  " 

"  "         '^  "    Naples,     174      "  « 

"  "      Protestant  Enolaih),     4      "  « 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


562  Moral  ReeuUs  of  Bomanism.  [Jiily, 

The  comparison  on  the  matter  of  sexual  immorality  is  con- 
ducted with  full  consideration  of  the  circumstances  which 
affect  it, — such  as  the  difference  between  city  and  country  life 
— between  northern  and  southern  climates,  &c.,  &c. ;  and  the 
author  takes  pains  to  set  over  against  each  other  the  r^ons 
most  nearly  alike  in  every  aspect  but  that  of  religion.  Of 
course  the  criteria  of  the  prevalence  of  this  sort  of  crimes  are 
less  exact  than  in  the  case  of  homicide  and  other  crimes  of 
violence.  The  most  obvious  criterion  is  the  number  of  ill^t- 
imate  births.  The  comparison  of  some  of  the  leading  capitals 
of  Europe  on  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  to  the  whole  number  of  births,  results  as  follows : 

Illegitimate  births  in  Boman  Catholic  Paris,       83  per  cent. 
a  a         u        a        «i  Brussels,  85    "    " 

«  "         «        *'        «  Munich,    48    ^'    " 

"  «         "        "        «  Vienna,    51    "    " 

"  "         "  Protestant  London,      4    "     " 

A  comparison  of  ten  leading  cities  in  Protestant  England 
with  a  like  number  in  Catholic  Austria,  gives  to  the  form^  an 
average  of  sixty-three  (63)  iU^timate  out  of  every  thousand 
births ;  to  the  latter  an  average  of  four  kimdred  and  nineteen 
(419)  in  the  thousand. 

Five  leading  English  cities  being  compared  with  the  five 
former  capital  cities  of  Italy,  it  appears  that  in  the  former,  on 
an  average,  fifty-eight  (58)  births  out  of  a  thousand  are  ille- 
gitimate, in  the  latter,  tioo  hwn/d/red  and  sixteen  (216)  out  of 
a  thousand. 

The  ten  largest  and  most  populous  cities,  respectively,  of 
Protestant  Prussia  and  Roman  Catholic  Austria  beins;  com- 
pared, the  number  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  former  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  eight  (158)  to  the  -thousand  births — ^in  the 
\s,tter  four  htmdred  and ^y four  (454)  to  the  thousand. 

These  comparisons,  founded  on  oificial  government  statistics, 
are  continued  by  Mr.  Seymour  in  detail,  with  great  particulari- 
ty, and  with  great  constancy  of  results.  He  does  not  shrink 
from  the  statistics  of  the  most  immoral  of  the  Protestant  na- 
tions, but  confronts  them  with  the  statistical  confessions  of 
worse  depravity  on  the  part  of  Eoman  Catholic  populations. 

The  effect  of  this  exhibit  on  the  mind  of  the  reader  is  over- 
whelming.   To  the  Protestant  reader,  it  seems  to  close  the 
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ease  at  the  outset  against  the  pretensions  of  the  Boman  Cath- 
olic Church  to  be  the  institution  ordained  of  Christ  to  destroy 
the  works  of  the  devil.  And  even  the  Catholic  World  openly 
acknowledges  that  Mr.  Seymour's  conclusions,  "if  fairly 
proved,  would  be  a  practical  argument  of  overwhelming  force, 
sufficient  to  close  the  mind  against  all  that  can  be  said  in  favor 
of  the  Catholic  Church." 

Now  it  makes  a  terribly  strong  presumption  against  this 
institution,  that  such  charges  as  these,  so  explicit,  so  responsi- 
ble, admitting  of  such  conclusive  refutation  if  false,  but  ac- 
knowledged to  be,  if  unrefuted,  so  destructive  of  the  claims  of 
Boman  Catholicism, — should  have  been  circulated  for  thirteen 
years  in  Great  Britain,  in  America,  and  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  without  having  been  answered.  We  are  assured  on 
the  best  authority  (there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  saying  that 
our  authority  is  that  of  Mr.  Seymour  himself),  that  on  their 
publication  in  1854,  these  figures  '^were  copied  into  the  news- 
papers of  France,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  Italy.  They 
were  circulated  in  a  thousand  diflferent  forms  in  England. 
They  were  mentioned  in  Parliament.  But  there  never  ap- 
peared a  reply.  There  was  not  an  effort  to  reply.  It  was 
thought  best  to  let  them  pass  by.  No  Bomish  newspaper  or 
magazine  in  England,  or  in  any  Boman  Catholic  country  on  the 
continent,  denied  or  replied." 

What  was  the  reason  ?  Mr.  Seymour's  statistics  purported 
to  be  taken  from  governmental  returns.  These  returns  may 
be  consulted  for  the  asking  in  every  great  public  library. 
How  easy,  then,  to  look  up  his  authorities  and  refute  him  at 
oncel 

Easy,  forsooth  1  This  \9as  the  very  difficulty  in  the  case. 
The  authorities  were  so  accessible  to  every  one  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  contradict  them. 

But  the  Ca/tholio  World  for  April  last  crushes  these  formid- 
able allegations  with  one  single  stroke  of  a  priori  argument : 
"  We  know  that  she  [the  Boman  Church]  is  Christ's  Church, 
and  that  just  in  proportion  as  she  exerts  her  influence,  virtue 
and  morality  must  prevail ;  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  prove, 
unless  through  fraud  and  misrepresentation,  that  the  practical 
working  of  her  system  produces  a  morality  inferior  to  that  of 
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any  other."*  This,  of  course,  is  "  the  end  of  controvwsy." 
To  go  into  details  of  argument  would  be  superfluous,  not  to 
say  ridiculous,  after  a  demonstration  so  sweeping.  But  scorn- 
ing criticism  and  ridicule,  straightway  down  into  details  and 
figures  marches  the  Catholic  World.  Having  at  the  start 
announced  it  as  defide  that  the  figures  must  be  so  found  and 
so  added  up  as  to  show  a  satisfactory  balance  in  favor  of  his 
side,  or  else  the  foundations  of  the  laith  were  destroyed  and 
the  hope  of  salvation  cut  off,  he  proceeds  to  the  statistical 
business  with  that  eminently  fair,  candid,  and  philosophical 
spirit  which  might  be  expected  to  result  from  such  convictions. 

Now,  before  following  the  Catholic  World  in  its  hunt  after 
figures  to  sustain  a  foregone  conclusion,  we  want  to  clear  our 
own  mind  upon  a  question  of  casuistry.  We  have  learned, 
and  shall  presently  prove,  that  the  figures  of  the  Catholio 
World  are  outrageously  false.  But  it  also  appears  that  the 
Article  is  taken,  for  substance,  from  another  source.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  author,  having  **  conveyed  "  a  mendacioms 
Article,  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  falsehoods  that  it  con- 
tains. Not  having  time  to  consult  our  Liguori,  Dens,  Busen- 
baum,  and  Escobar,  on  this  point,  we  agree  to  give  our  Boman 
Catholic  brother  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  to  accept  the 
fact  that  he  took  his  statistics  ready  made,  as  discharging  him 
of  responsibility  for  the  fact  that  they  were  made  so  badly. 

The  gist  of  the  Article  in  the  Catholic  World  is  taken  from 
one  in  ^^77ie  Church  and  the  Worldj^  an  ultra-ritualist  jour- 
nal, London,  1867.  It  was  promptly  answered  by  Mr.  Sey- 
mour in  the  Record^  and  to  this  answer  no  rejoinder  ha3  been 
attempted,  notwithstanding  the  damaging  exposure  which  it 
makes  of  the  dishonest  devices  of  the  defenders  of  the  Romish 
system.  We  shall  not  attempt  to  do  more,  in  this  Article, 
ttian  to  give  the  substance  of  Mr.  Seymour's  refutation  of 
their  defense.  Without  wearily  following  them  step  by  step 
through  all  their  crooked  ways,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  expose 
their  misdemeanors  in  so  many  instances  as  will  put  the  public 
on  their  guard  against  being  deceived  by  any  word  or  figure 
which  they  have  printed. 

The  most  striking  distinction,  at  the  outset,  between  Mr. 

*  OathcUc  Worlds  voL  ix.,  p.  58. 
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Sejmoor's  paper  and  that  of  the  CathoUc  World  is  that  the 
fonner  is  founded  on  the  best  authorities — on  government  re- 
turns :  the  latter  nei^>er  quotes  government  statistics,  but  refers 
to  ^^  cooked  ^^  statistics  prepared  and  arranged  to  accomplish  a 
purpose,  and  takes  even  these  at  second  or  third  hand.  The  re- 
sult of  this  sort  of  management  is  sometimes  strange  enough. 
The  Catholic  World  borrows  from  its  ritualist  contemporary 
the  somewhat  bold  argument  that  the  vast  proportion  of  ille- 
gitimate births  in  Boman  Catholic  cities  is  a  proof  rather  of 
morality  than  of  immorality,  since  (it  claims)  the  comparative 
fewness  of  such  births  in  England  arises  from  the  greater 
prevalence  of  prostitution.  But  the  official  returns  dispose  of 
this  argument  by  giving  the  facts  in  the  case.  From  these,  it 
appears  that  the  number  of  prostitutes  is 

In  Boman  Catholic  Paris  40  to  every  10,000  persons. 
it        a  *.       Dublin  33    "      "  "  " 

'"    Protestant  London,       17    ''     "         "  " 

While,  therefore,  the  extent  of  prostitution  in  Paris  is  more 
than  twice  what  it  is  in  London,  the  illegitimate  births  are 
actually  more  than  eigM  times  as  frequent  as  those  of  London. 

Let  us  hope  that  it  was  only  a  blunder,  to  have  represented 
the  prostitution  of  England  as  greater  than  that  of  France. 
Perhaps  the  author  had  not  examined  the  French  statistics. 
But  when  we  look  at  his  English  figures,  this  hope  fails  us. 
We  come  to  monstrosities  of  falsehood  which  the  hypothesis 
of  blunder  will  not  account  for.  The  writer  has  actually 
taken  the  police  figures  for  the  prostitntes  of  all  England, — 
London,  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Sheffield,  &c., 
&c.,  and  has  set  down  that  total  as  the  amount  for  London 
alone  I  It  amounts  to  the  sad  total  of  28,000,  and  this  is 
charged  to  the  account  of  Lon4on,  when  the  true  figare  for  the 
year  in  question  was  5,619 1 

The  Article  in  the  Catholic  Worlds  borrowing  still  from  the 
English  periodical,  makes  the  following  representation  con- 
cerning the  rate  of  illegitimacy  in  Great  Britain :  that  it  is 

In  England  and  Wales,  .  .     6.5  per  cent. 

In  Scotland,  .  .  .        10.1     "      " 

In  Catholic  Ireland,    .  .  .3.0    ''      " 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


566  Moral  Bemlia  cf  Baviamem.  [J^ly, 

and  it  reinforces  this  last  statement  by  giving  its  readers  the 
assurance  that  the  English  writer  "probably  has  access  to  the 
Registrar's  reports"  for  Ireland,  Of  course  the  argument  from 
this  comparison  is  an  exultant  proof  of  the  power  of  the  confes- 
sional in  preserving  female  virtue. 

What  will  be  the  amazement  of  the  reader  to  be  informed 
that  there  are  no  "  Registrar's  reports  "  for  Ireland ;  that  the 
Romish  priests  and  the  Romish  party  have  constantly  succeed* 
ed  in  preventing,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves,  any 
act  of  Parliament  for  securing  such  returns  from  Ireland ;  and 
that  the  supposed  "  Registrar's  report "  of  three  per  cent  of 
illegitimate  births  is  a  mere  fiction  1* 

But  the  answer  to  the  statistics  of  the  Ca/tholic  World  goes 
further  than  this.  The  **  Evenings  with  the  Romanists  "  was 
published  in  1854.  The  first  attempt  to  refute  them  was 
printed  in  England,  in  1867,  and  in  America  in  1869,  thirteen 
and  fifteen  years  later.  In  order  that  the  statements  in  behalf 
of  Protestantism  may  squarely  meet  the  counter-statements  in 
behalf  of  Romanism,  Mr.  Seymour  has  produced  the  results 
of  the  comparison  of  the  most  recent  statistics — those  of  1866. 

The  Article  in  the  Ch/urch  omd  World  on  which  the  Catholic 

*  A  delay  in  the  publishing  of  this  number  of  the  New  Sngland^r  enables  us 
to  add,  at  the  last  moment,  a  confirmation  of  this  statement,  from  the  Nnt  York 
World  (not  the  Catholic  World,  but  the  newspaper  of  that  name),  of  July  ^th. 
This  paper  announces  that  "  the  last  British  maU  brought  to  us  a  sumnuuy  of 
'  The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Registrar  of  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths  in 
Ireland,' — which  is  the  first  complete  and  authentic  statement  ever  made  by  offi- 
cial authority  ooncemlng  ih«M  Avidences  of  the  social  habits,  the  morals,  and 
the  health  of  the  people  of  that  portion  of  the  firitiah  domixkioiM.**  The  Article 
goes  on  to  cite  figures  from  this  *'  summary  "  in  yindication  of  the  superior  mo- 
rality of  Ireland  over  that  of  England,  and  of  the  superior  morality  of  both  these 
countries  over  that  of  Scotland.  It  is  premature  to  discuss  these  statements  of 
J%e  World ;  first,  because  they  only  profess  to  be  taken  from  a  ^  summary  "  of 
the  official  report,  prepared  no  one  knows  by  whom,  nor  with  what  intent,  and 
not  from  the  official  document  itself;  secondly,  because  they  appear  in  a  news- 
paper which  is  distinguished  among  journals  for  a  dexterous  sleight-of-hand  in 
dealing  with  statistics,  on  matters  on  which  it  has  any  prejudice  or  bias  of  inter- 
est Seriously  to  controvert  statements  put  forth  under  such  infiuences  by  the 
proverbial  "  mathematician  of  the  TFbr/i,'*  would  be  superfluous.  What  the 
bias  of  that  paper  is  on  the  present  question  is  well  snough  understood.  It  is 
edited  In  the  interest  of  "  the  Established  Church*'  of  New  York. 

Whenever  the  official  figures  of  the  last  Irish  census  shall  be  accessible,  we 
shall  gladly  make  any  correction  of  our  conclusions  which  they  may  require. 
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World  has  relied  mainly  for  what  it  would  call  its  fact8y  had 
taken  the  statistios  of  English  crime  for  the  year  1864,  when 
the  figures  were  the  highest  ever  known  in  England,  and  had 
compared  them  with  the  statistics  of  French  crime  for  the 
year  1842 — the  lowest  known  in  France  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury 1  But  taking  the  most  recent  statistics  of  both  countries, 
covering,  for  each,  the  year  1855-6,  the  results  of  comparison 
between  them,  in  respect  to  the  various  graver  forms  of  crime, 
are  given  in  the  following  tables. 

I.   MUBDBB. 

In  France,  the  convictions  were : 

Murder,         .....  80 

Attempts  at  murder,      ...  86 

Assassination,           ....  117 

Attempts  at  assassination,          .            .  50 

Parricide  and  attempts,        ...  11 

Infanticide  and  attempts,           .            .  148 
Poisoning  and  attempts,       .            .            .16 

Total,  ....  468 

This  list  does  not  include  the  murders  committed  by  soldiers 
and  sailors,  whose  crimes  are  tried  before  military  tribunals, 
and  never  published  in  the  yearly  returns.    They  average 
about  200  yearly — but  we  leave  them  out  of  the  account. 
In  England  the  convictions  were : 
Murder,        .....        16 
Attempts  at  murder,       ...  8 

Parricide,      .....  1 

Infanticide,  ....  9 

Total, 34 

Calculating  for  the  diflference  of  population,  the  proportion 
of  convictions  was : 

In  France  12  convictions  to  each  million. 
In  England  1*        "  '•      ''        « 

n.    lN)*iLNTIOn>IB. 

Each    country    has    its    peculiar    nomenclature    for   the 
classes  of  this  crime,  and  in  each  country,  as  in  all  others, 
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there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  tribonalB  of  justice  to  lean 
towards  favorable  constmction,  and  conviction  on  the  lower 
rather  than  the  higher  counts  of  the  indictment. 
The  convictions  are  as  follows : 

In  Fbangb.  In  England. 


Infanticide,     .  148 

Homicide  of  Infants,  145 

Exposure  of       "  .  102 

Total,      .            .  896 


Infanticide, 
Concealment,  . 
Abandonment, 

Total, 


.    9 
94 

.    8 

111 


Thus  the  proportion  of  infanticides  to  the  population  is,  in 
round  numbers : 

In  France,  10  to  the  million. 
In  England,  6"    "        '' 

in.  Suicide. 
The  following  are  the  returns  for  four  consecutive  years : 

Tear.                  In  France.  In  England. 

1862  4,770  1,206 

1863  4,618  1,386 

1864  4,624  1,387 

1865  4,946  1,897 
Taking  the  average  of  these  four  years,  the  suicides  in 

France  are  double  those  of  England  in  proportion  to  the  popu 
lation,  being 

In  France,  127  in  the  million. 

In  England,  64  "     "        " 

IV.  Violation  of  Women. 

The  convictions  in  the  two  countries  for  this  crime,  and  for 
attempts,  are : 

In  France,  808,  or  22  to  the  million. 
InEngland,250,orl2"    "        " 

V.  Illbqitimatb  Bibths. 

The  official  returns  for  both  countries,  in  1865,  are  as  fol- 
lows— the  figures  showing  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  births 
to  the  total  number  of  births : 
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In  Paris, 

29  percent. 

In  London, 

.    4        " 

In  Department  of  the  Seine, 

28 

In  County  of  Middlesex, 

.    4        " 

In  all  France, 

7 

In  all  England,   . 

.    6        " 

VI.   FCETIOIDB. 

This  crime  is  so  prevalent  in  France,  that  in  connec- 
tion with  another  that  is  nameless,  it  has  revealed  itself  in 
the  fact  that  while  in  England  the  natural  annual  increase 
of  the  population  by  birth  is  thirty-aeoen  in  every  thousand 
of  the  population ;  in  France  it  is  only  tfweniy-eigkt  in  the 
thousand. 

VU.  PEOSTrrunoN. 

The  comparative  statistics  of  the  two  countries  respecting 
"  the  social  evil "  have  already  been  given.    We  merely  re- 
peat that  according  to  the  most  recent  returns,  the  number  of 
prostitutes  to  each  ten  thousand  of  the  population  is 
In  Roman  Catholic  Paris,  .  .        40 

In  Protestant  London,  .  .  .17 

These  figures  are  collected  by  Mr.  Seymour  directly  from 
oflScial  returns.  The  figures  with  which  the  CathoUc  World 
attempts  to  vindicate  the  superior  morality  of  Romish  over 
Protestant  countries,  are  taken  from  a  discredited  and  reftited 
writer  in  the  Church  and  World,  who  got  them,  in  his  turn, 
avowedly  from  an  Article  in  the  magazine  called  the  Statisti- 
cal Journal,  written  by  a  person  who  got  his  figures  from  '*  a 
well-known  French  writer  on  statistics."  Jf  one  had  been  in 
search  of  the  truth,  how  much  easier  and  better  to  go  to  the 
census  returns,  and  get  facts  that  can  be  trusted.  But  when 
the  object  is,  as  with  the  Catholic  World,  to  find  figures 
which  shall  tally  with  a  conclusion  already  determined  by 
theological  considerations,  doubtless  it  is  well  to  leep  clear  of 
authoritative  documents,  and  take  only  such  figures  as  have 
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been  maDipalated  in  a  sncceaBion  of  magazine  articles,  con- 
Btmeted  to  serve  a  purpose. 

For  a  farther  illustration  of  the  erratic  use  of  figures  into 
which  the  CathdUc  World  has  been  betrayed  by  its  too  affec- 
tionate confidence  in  its  ritualistic  brother,  the  Church  amd 
Wcrldy  we  cite  its  statement  of  the  number  of  brothels  in 
leading  Enc^Iish  cities  in  the  year  1864,  and  compare  it  in  par- 
allel columns  with  the  government  returns  for  the  same 
year. 

Aeeording  to 
BrothsU  in  Caikolie  World,  In  fad. 

Birmingham,  966  183 

Manchester,  1,111  410 

Liverpool,  1,678  906 

Leeds,  313  63 

Sheffield,  433  84 

Total,  4,401  1,646 

Some  inquisitive  gentleman,  being  struck  by  this  trifling 
discrepancy,  has  spent  some  time  in  investigating  whether  it 
was  to  be  explained  merely  as  an  unusually  bold  flight  of  pure 
imagination,  or  whether  there  could  be  discovered  in  it  any  of 
those  traces  of  patient  and  conscious  elaboration  which  mark 
the  productions  of  industrious  talent  as  distinguished  from 
genius.  It  proves  to  bear  these  latter  marks.  The  impres- 
sively large  figures  of  the  CathoLio  World  are  found  to  be  made 
up  each  of  several  different  figures  picked  out  of  separate  col- 
umns of  the  British  police  returns,  and  added  to  the  number 
of  houses  of  ill-fame  in  such  wise  as  to  give  a  most  thumping 
total.  The  columns  relied  on  for  this  result  are  those  which 
give  the  number  of  the  licensed  lodging-houses  for  mendicants, 
of  the  houses  known  to  receive  stolen  goods,  and  of  the  lowest 
class  of  beer-houses. 

We  have  given  facts  enough,  now,  to  discredit,  without  any 
particular  refutation,  whatever  else  of  assertion  may  be  con- 
tained in  the  Article  on  ^^  The  Comparative  Morality  of  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant  Countries  "  in  the  Catholic  World  for  April, 
1869.  We  do  not  need  to  rebut  the  testimony  of  this  Article 
point  by  point.    The  witness  himself  is  impeached  and  kicked 
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out  of  court  with  a  very  ugly  letter  burned  too  deep  on  his 
forehead  to  be  rubbed  out  We  are  glad  to  acknowledge  that 
the  Catholic  World  is  not  the  guilty  author  of  these  impos- 
tures, and  to  express  our  unfeigned  and  most  willing  belief 
that  that  everyway  respectable  magazine  would  be  incapable  of 
contriving  such  tricks. 

This  imposing  attempt  to  refute  the  notorious  facts  concern* 
ing  the  greater  immorality  of  Bomao  Oatholic  countries  hav- 
ing ignominiously  failed,  the  statements  of  Mr.  Seymour's  paper 
on  "  The  Moral  Kesults  of  Bomanism,"  in  "  Evenings  with 
the  Bomanists,"  stand  before  the  public,  not  only  nnrefuted, 
but  now  proved  to  be  irrefutable.  We  would  be  glad  to  hope 
that  the  writer  in  the  Catholic  World  would  lay  to  heart  his 
own  declaration  that  the  theme  of  Mr.  Seymour's  paper,  ^^  if 
fairly  proved,  would  be  a  practical  argument  of  overwhelm- 
ing force,  sufficient  to  close  the  mind  against  all  that  can  be 
said  in  favor  of  the  Oatholic  Church."  But  this  would  be 
hoping  against  hope.  He  stands  in  a  position  where  faces  are 
of  no  account  in  an  argument.  He  ^*  knows  that  she  is 
Christ's  Ohurch,  and  that  just  in  proportion  as  she  exerts  her 
influence,  virtue  and  morality  must  prevail ;"  and  if  facts  con- 
trovert this  position,  and  show  the  exact  opposite  of  it  to  be 
true — why,  "  so  much  the  worse  for  the  facts."  If  statistical 
science  demonstrates  it,  then  statistics  must  be  avoided  as  a 
temptation  of  the  deviL 

The  only  original  points  in  the  Catholic  World's  Article  re- 
late to  Foeticide  and  Divorce,  which  it  charges  as  characteristi- 
cally Protestant  immoralities.  Concerning  these,  we  shall  ad- 
mit everything  that  can  justly  be  alleged  against  the  morality 
of  Protestant  society.  And  if  it  appears  that  our  communities 
suffer  in  comparison  even  with  ftoman  Oatholic  populations, 
instead  of  denying  or  blinking  the  fact,  we  shall  reiterate  it, 
with  the  fidelity  of  the  prophet  who  eaid  "I  will  provoke  you 
to  jealousy  by  them  that  are  no  people,  and  by  a  foolish  nation 
will  I  anger  you."  We  would  much  rather  bring  our  people 
right  than  prove  them  right.  We  make  no  complaint  when  we 
find  the  very  statistics  which  have  been  produced  in  the  JVew 
JEnglander  in  order  to  promote  the  reform  of  what  we  deem  a 
very  grave  and  scandalous  abuse  in  our  social  state,  transferred 
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to  the  organs  of  a  hostile  and  alien  religions  system,  as  a  stigma 
on  onr  honor.  We  welcome  even  snch  malevolent  cooperation 
in  our  enterprise  of  reform. 

In  the  matter  oif(Btioidey  after  making  the  large  allowance  in 
the  summing  np  of  oar  Yital  Statistics  which  is  demanded  by  the 
fact  that  in  consequence  of  the  movements  of  population,  a  com- 
paratively small  proportion  of  the  native  population,  but  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  foreign  population,  in  the  older  States  are 
in  the  prime  of  life, — after  making  a  fair  offset  for  the  preva- 
lence of  foeticide  in  Roman  Catholic  France, — there  still  seems 
to  be  a  great  residuum  of  just  reproach  against  the  American 
name,  and  the  Protestant  name,  on  this  account.  Dr.  Horatio 
Storer's  declaration  that  hundreds  of  Protestant  women  have 
confessed  this  crime  to  him,  but  only  seven  Roman  Oatholics,after 
every  abatement,  is  full  of  shameful  significance.  In  concealing 
the  facts,  we  concede  the  inference  that  the  comparative  absence 
of  this  crime  among  Roman  Catholics  in  this  country  is  to  be  set 
down  to  the  credit  of  the  Roman  Church  as  here  administered, — 
that  the  confessional  has  operated  to  produce  this  result ;  and  that 
on  the  other  hand  the  prevalence  of  this  crime,  even  in  more 
or  less  religious  families  among  Protestants,  is  due  to  a  defect 
both  of  public  and  of  private  instruction  concerning  God*s  law 
in  its  application  to  the  family.  There  are  two  remedies  for 
this  defect.  One  is  the  faithful  declaration  of  God's  law 
against  murder,  and  the  unflinching  application  of  it  to  the 
consciences  of  men  and  women,  by  all  the  just  expedients  of 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel;  and  this  is  a  remedy  approved  by 
eighteen  centuries  of  successful  experiment.  The  other  is  the 
enforcement  of  bachelor  clergymen — ^professionally  trained  to 
the  art  of  extracting  reluctant  secrets — upon  the  inmost  secret 
intimacy  of  the  husband  and  of  the  wife,  each  apart, — ^and 
especially  of  the  wife ;  and  whether  or  not  this  remedy  in- 
volves consequences  worse  than  the  disease,  may  be  judged  by 
the  whole  series  of  facts  already  cited  in  this  Article,  and  by  a 
multitude  besides,  such  as  the  horrible  history  of  Spanish 
^^ solicUantSy^  and  the  almost  universal  debauchery  of  the 
Spanish-American  clergy,  and  in  general  by  the  history  of 
the  auricular  confession  for  the  860 years  that  have  passed  since 
it  began  to  be  enforced  by  the  Church  of  Rome. 
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Ab  to  the  sabject  of  Dvwrce^  we  deliberately  Bay  that  while 
there  are  few  claimB  of  the  Eoman  Ohnrch  more  plauBible 
than  its  claim  to  be  reckoned  the  preeminent  vindicator  of  the 
sanctity  of  marriage,  there  are  few  of  its  claimB  more  baselesB. 
The  opinions  of  the  Nefa>  Englcmder  are  pretty  well  known  as 
to  the  wretched  condition  and  administration  of  the  law  in 
this  commonwealth  of  Connecticnt,  where  the  ratio  of  annual 
divorces  to  annual  marriaf^  is  nearly  ten  per  cent  But  we 
doubt  whether  even  Connecticut,  with  this  disgraceful  record, 
does  not  hold  a  more  honorable  position  with  refSrence  to  the 
legal  sanction  of  the  Christian  family,  than  any  state  in  Chris- 
tendom the  form  of  whose  law%  has  been  controlled  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Roman  Church.  In  Connecticut  legal  divorce  is 
doubtless  frequent.  But  then,  in  Connecticut  marriage 
amounts  to  something  before  the  law ;  for  adultery  is  a  felony. 
So  it  is  in  the  other  New  England  States.  So  it  is  in  Scotland. 
But  where  the  forms  and  traditions  of  the  law  have  been 
moulded  by  the  influence  of  the  Romish  Church,  the  courts  of 
justice  '^  take  no  cognizance  of  the  crime  of  adultery  other- 
wise than  as  a  private  injury."*  This  and  like  crimes,  from 
the  time  when  the  religious  Protestantism  oi  England  was 
oyerbome,  at  the  Restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  *^  have  been  left 
to  the  feeble  coercion  of  the  spiritual  courts,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  canon  law ;  a  law  which  has  treated  the  offense  ojt 
incontinence,  nay,  even  adultery  itself,  with  a  great  d^ree  of 
tenderness  and  lenity ;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  constrained  ce- 
libacy of  its  first  compilers."*  What  demand  is  there  likely 
to  be  for  legal  divorce,  relieving  from  the  l^al  enforcement  of 
marriage,  where  there  is  no  legal  enforcement  of  marriage 
from  which  to  be  relieved  t  The  frequency  of  divorce  in 
Connecticut  we  hold  to  be  a  pernicious  wrong,  which  we  hope 
to  see  reformed.  Would  it,  on  the  whole,  mend  the  matter, 
to  introduce  the  system  of  Roman  Catholic  states,  and,  by  the 
repeal  of  all  statutes  against  adultery  and  fornication,  to  insti- 
tute, by  act  of  legislature,  a  general  license  of  concubinage  ? 
The  Catholic  World  laments,  from  that  cloistered  celibacy 
from  which  it  issues  month  by  month,  the  lack  of  domestic 

♦BUckatone,  Comm.,  B.  IV,  chap,  iv,  g  11. 
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virtue  to  which  Proteetantism  has  reduced  New  Englimd : 
wonld  it  serionslj  recommend  to  ng  to  substitute  the  moralitj 
of  that  favored  land  which  has  enjoyed  the  personal  presence 
of  the  Pope  himself,  and  the  unobstructed  influence  of  the 
huge  army  of  his  clergy,  and — by  adopting  the  foul  and  fla- 
grant oicUheism  limited  by  assassination,  which,  under  the 
very  eyes  and  nostrils  of  the  pjpe  and  his  clergy,  has  been  for 
centuries  the  predominating  characteristic  of  the  ^^  beet  soci- 
ety "  of  Italy — to  make  divorce  an  unnecessary  form  ?  We 
know  the  w^ll  defined  Boman  policy,  so  beautifially  illustrated 
in  the  Holy  Gty  itself,*  and  boasted  by  our  writer  in  the 
Catholic  World  (p.  55),  of  dissuading  from  abortion  and  in- 
fanticide by  reducing  tiie  shame  of  inconveniences  of  illegiti- 
macy to  a  minimum  by  means  of  ingeniously  constructed 
foundling  hospitals,  where  infants  may  be  dropped  unobserved^ 
like  letters  in  a  post  office.  But  we  hesitate  to  believe  that 
our  new  religions  adviserB  would  allow  ^^  the  impulse  of  Chris- 
tian charity,"  to  which  they  ascribe  this  humane  invention,  to 
carry  them  so  far  as  to  recommend  that  our  Protestant  statutes 
against  adultery  be  abrogated,  in  order  to  relieve  human  na- 
ture of  the  ^^  too  strong  temptation ''  to  seek  divorca 

We  are  happy  to  announce  it  as  a  result  of  the  attack  .of 
the  CatJioUc  World  on  this  opening  chapter  of  Seymour's 
f)Tening8  with  the  Bomanists,  that  a  new  edition  of  that  oipi- 
tal  book  will  shortly  be  issued  by  Messrs.  Garter  &  Brothers, 
to  which  a  vindication  of  the  chapter  in  question  vnll  be  pre- 
fixed. 

*  According  to  the  best  attainable  evidence,  the  total  number  of  births  in 
Rome  in  1886  was  4,878 ;  the  yearly  ayerage  of  foundlings  was  8,168  See  Mr. 
Seymour's  Introductory  chapter,  page  48. 
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Abticlb  VL— the  ALABAMA  QUESTION. 

There  is  a  strong  and  a  general  impression  among  the 
people  of  the  United  States  that  the  British  government,  and 
a  part  of  the  British  nation,  desired  the  ill-success  of  the 
Northern  States  at  the  beginning  of  our  late  war.  Tlie  grow- 
ing greatness  and  prosperity  of  the  country  was  Jooked  on,  it 
is  thought,  with  apprehension  ;  our  disruption  was  fervently 
wished,  and  that  government  was  quite  willing  that  any  aid 
should  be  afforded  to  the  Confederate  States,  which  did  not 
clearly  conflict  with  the  laws  of  neutrality,  as  understood  in 
England.  From  this  feeling  was  derived,  it  is  thought,  the 
recognition  of  the  belligerency  of  the  rebels,  made  with  inde- 
cent haste  before  the  proper  outbreak  of  hostilities  ;  and  to 
this  recognition  it  is  ascribed  that  the  Confederates  could  send 
out  privateers  upon  the  ocean,  made  in  England  on  their 
account,  to  burn  our  ships  and  to  drive  our  shipping  from  the 
seas.  The  case  of  the  Alabama,  though  a  strong  proof  of  the 
negligence  of  the  British  government,  was  not  the  only  one,  nor 
are  our  claims  of  compensation  for  the  ravages  of  this  successful 
privateer  the  only  claims  we  can  justly  make.  All  the  positive 
injuries  inflicted  by  all  the  privateers  built  in  England,  all  the 
loss  of  trade  and  increase  of  expense,  due  to  the  expulsion  of 
our  vessels  from  the  ocean,  are  to  be  put  to  the  account  of  the 
unfortunate  -proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  the  claims  are  to 
be  urged  with  the  more  spirit,  because,  when  we  were  engaged 
in  a  struggle  of  life  and  death  against  slavery,  we  got  no  sym- 
pathy from  a  land  that  prided  itself  on  its  Dpposition  to 
slavery — w^e  got  nothing  but  blockade-runners  and  insults  in 
the  Times, 

With  the  existence  of  an  unfriendly  feeling  on  the  part  of 
leaders  of  opinion  in  Great  Britain,  we  shall  not  concern  our- 
selves at  this  time  ;  we  should  rejoice  to  be  able  to  believe 
that  no  such  malevolence  expressed  itself  in  our  distress 
through  that  English  speech  which  we  inherit,  or  was  harbored 
in  Englisli  hearts  with  which  ours  most  readily  beat  in  unison. 

VOL.  xxvm.  37 
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But  in  considering  the  case  of  the  Alabama,  we  must  not  let 
indignation  prevail  over  reason;  we  must  not  be  made  by 
fervid  rhetoric  to  believe  that  all  the  evils  to  us  which  followed 
the  proclamation  of  neutrality  grew  out  of  it,  and  would  not 
otherwise  have  had  an  existence ;  we  must  be  cautious  lest  we 
impute  the  inevitable  course  of  events  to  an  unfriendly  spirit. 

But  we  go  farther.  Admitting  that  there  was  an  unfriendly 
spirit  in  the  British  nation,  or  in  those  who  had  the  conduct 
of  affairs,  we  cannot  take  that  unfriendliness  into  account,  un- 
less it  expressed  itself  in  some  illegal  way,  and  led  to  some  in- 
justice toward  ourselves.  Nations  may  feel  resentment  for 
manifestations  of  ill-will,  when  they  come  from  public  author- 
ities in  official  acts ;  but  the  spite  and  malevolence  of.  individ- 
uals towards  foreign  nations  has  never  yet,  that  we  are  aware 
of,  been  considered  worthy  of  entering  into  public  quarrels. 
Still  less  has  international  law  ever  thought  of  demanding 
apologies  for  feelings  of  the  heart,  indulged  with  no  violation 
of  right  nor  infliction  of  injury. 

Dismissing,  then,  all  question  of  British  unfriendliness,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  shows  itself  in  outward  acts,  we  inquire,  first, 
whether  the  Queen's  proclamation  was  such  a  paper  as  a 
neutral  in  the  circumstances  might  lawfully  issue ;  whether,  in 
other  words,  the  neutral  government,  most  deeply  interested  in 
our  affairs,  had  any  good  reason  for  thinking  that  hostilities 
had  commenced  in  this  country,  when  the  last  news  before  the 
issuing  of  the  proclamation  came  to  their  knowledge.  Then 
we  may  look  into  the  effect  of  the  proclamation ;  was  it  an 
encouragement  to  "  piracy,"  and  would  there  have  been  no 
war  on  our  commerce  if  it  had  not  been  issued?  And,  finally, 
when  we  have  considered  these  first  complaints  against  the 
British  government  we  may  look  into  the  case  of  the  Alabama, 
as  it  stands  by  itself. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  a  nation  on  declaring  war  may 
issue  what  de  Martens  calls  lettres  inhibitoirea  against  com- 
merce and  correspondence  with  an  enemy,*  so  neutrals  may 
issue  proclamations  to  their  subjects  warning  them  against 
actions  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  neutrality,  or  of  the  neutral's 

»  De  MartenB,  pr6cU,  g  269. 
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own  laws  in  protection  of  sach  rales.  The  obvious  reason  for 
such  proclamations  is  to  prevent  the  subject  irom  engaging  in 
schemes  calculated  to  involve  him  in  loss  from  the  belligerent's 
movements,  or  to  expose  him  to  fine  or  imprisonment  from  the 
operation  of  domestic  laws. 

But  there  is  a  special  reason  for  a  government's  announcing 
that  there  is  a  state  of  war,  when  the  parties  to  it  are  an 
established  government  and  a  portion  of  a  State  in  revolt  or 
insurrection.  In  ordinary  cases,  the  commencement  of  a  war 
is  tolerably  certain,  even  though  there  be  no  declaration  of  its 
existence ;  for  the  diplomatic  relations  of  two  nations  keep 
them  informed  of  the  approach  of  hostilities,  and  a  suspension 
of  such  relations  announces  the  beginning  of  an  armed  con- 
flict. -  But  where  civil  war  bursts  out,  there  is,  in  general  no 
such  index.  Even  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part,  of  the  re- 
volters,  or  a  certain  amount  of  armed  resistance  from  them 
against  the  national  government,  might  not  be  enough  to  give 
satisfactory  evidence  to  neutrals  of  a  state  of  war.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  denial  on  the  part  of  the  government  that  a 
state  of  war  exists,  or  an  attempt  to  conceal  war  under  the 
garb  of  the  movement  of  an  armed  police,  or  of  repressing  a 
local  insurrection,  ought  not  to  deceive  the  neutrals.  They 
are  not  bound  to  take  their  views  of  the  state  of  things  from 
an  interested  party.  They  must  judge  from  the  facts  of  the 
case  which  are  within  their  reach,  but  are  obliged,  also,  to  ex- 
ercise caution,  and  to  move  slowly  towards  their  conclusions. 
And  it  is  evident  that,  with  all  due  caution  and  the  best  dispo- 
sition to  form  an  impartial  judgment,  they  are  liable  in  cases 
of  this  kind  to  arrive  at  wrong  conclusions,  which  ought  not, 
without  clear  proof,  to  be  imputed  to  a  hostile  mind. 

The  proclamation  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  issued 
May  13th,  1861,  after  declaring  that  ^'hostilities  have  un- 
happily commenced  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  certain  States  styling  themselves  the 
Oonfederate  States  of  America,"  and  after  citing  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  as  it  is  common- 
ly called,  passed  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  George  III.,  con- 
cludes as  follows : 

"  And  we  do  hereby  warn  our  subjects  ....  that  if  any 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


578  The  Alabama  Queatum.  [Jidy, 

of  them  shall  preenme  ....  to  do  any  acts  in  derogation  of 
their  daty,  as  subjects  of  a  neutral  sovereign  in  said  oonteat, 
or  in  violation  or  contravention  of  the  law  of  nations  in  that 
behalf; — ^as,  for  example  and  more  especially,  by  entering  into 
the  military  service  of  either  of  the  said  contending  parties, 
as  commissioned  or  non  commissioned  officers  or  soldiers ;  or 
by  serving  as  officers,  sailors,  or  marines  on  board  any  ship  or 
vessel  of  war  or  transport,  of  or  in  the  service  of  either  of  the 
contending  parties ;  or  bj  serving  as  officers,  sailors,  or  marines 
on  board  any  privateer,  bearing  letters  of  marqae  of  or  from, 
either  of  the  said  contending  parties ;  or  by  engaging  to  go  or 
going  to  any  place  beyond  the  seas  with  intent  to  enlist  or  en- 
gage in  any  snch  service,  or  by  procuring  or  attempting  to 
procure  within  her  majesty's  dominions,  at  home  or  abroad, 
others  to  do  so  ;  or  by  fitting  out,  arming,  or  equipping  any 
ship  or  vessel  to  be  employed,  as  a  ship  of  war,  or  privateer, 
or  transport,  by  either  of  the  said  contending  parties ;  or  by 
breaking  or  endeavoring  to  break  any  blockade  lawfully  and 
actually  established  by  or  on  behalf  of  either  of  the  said  con- 
tending parties ;  or  by  carrying  officers,  soldiers,  despatches, 
arms,  military  stores,  or  materials,  or  any  article  or  articlea 
considered  and  deemed  to  be  contraband  of  war,  according  to 
the  laws  of  modem  usage  of  nations,  for  the  use  or  service  of 
either  of  the  contending  parties ; — all  persons  so  offending 
will  incur  and  be  liable  to  the  several  penalties  and  penal  con- 
sequences, by  the  said  statute  or  by  the  law  of  nations  in  that 
behalf  imposed  or  denounced."  It  is  then  added  at  the  end^ 
that  all  persons  entitled  to  the  Queen's  protection,  who  shall 
misconduct  themselves  in  the  premises  will  do  so  at  thdr 
peril,  and  will  obtain  no  protection  from  her  majesty,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  incur  her  displeasure  by  such  misconduct. 

A  proclamation  of  this  kind  has  no  immediate  use,  unlees 
the  subjects  of  the  sovereign  who  issues  it  are  warned  against 
dping  illegal  acts.  Still  it  may  have  an  ultimate  effect  of  no 
small  weight.  The  uses  direct  and  indirect  may  be  said  to  be 
these: 

First,  it  may  bring  before  the  minds  of  subjects  the  muni- 
cipal law  of  the  neutral  state,  designed  to  protect  the  law  of 
nations,  and  especially  the  rights  of  neutrals.    The  announce- 
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ment  of  war  is  an  anDonnoement  of  the  rights  of  blockade,  of 
capture  for  various  reasons,  and  of  search,  as  well  as  of  the 
danger  incnrred  by  unneutral  acts  of  every  kind  and  on  both 
elements. 

Secondly,  the  proclamation,  if  it  declares  that  a  state  of 
war  exists,  implies  that  subjects  of  the  neutral  power,  who 
may  be  captured  by  either  belligerent,  are  engaged  in  regular 
warfare,  and  therefore,  if  taken  on  the  sea,  ought  not  to  be 
visited  with  the  penalties  of  piracy. 

Thirdly,  it  may  possibly  release  the  State,  thus  pronounced 
to  be  in  a  state  of  civil  war  with  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of 
its  territory,  from  claims  to  damages  inflicted  on  the  neutral 
by  the  insurgents.  For,  when  the  neutral  declares  that  a  state 
of  war  exists,  it  is  precluded  from  all  claims  of  this  descrip- 
tion.* 

Fourthly,  it  may  prevent  complications  of  other  kinds. 
For  example,  if  there  is  no  war,  the  cruisers,  neither  of  the 
parent* state  nor  of  the  insurgents,  can  touch  neutral  trade  on 
the  ocean  in  articles  contraband  of  war.  But  if  the  neutral 
nation  agrees  to  the  fact  that  there  is  war,  she  concedes  thereby 
that  such  articles  on  her  subject's  ships  may  be  lawfully  cap- 
tured, even  if  the  so-called  belligerents  make  no  declaration 
whatever  of  the  state  of  things,  as  they  regard  itf 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  circumstances  attending  the  issue  of 
the  Queen's  proclamation.  Here  we  must  admit  that  the 
advisers  of  this  step  are  chargeable  with  haste,  bad  judgment, 
and  a  certain  unstatesmanlike  indifference  to  results, — afford- 
ing thus  another  example  of  what  the  old  Swedish  Chancellor 
said,  ^^  needs  J  mi  JUij  qtumhUa  sapierUia  regitur  mimdus,^'* 
They  seem,  moreover,  when  called  upon  to  defend  the  measure, 
to  have  fallen  into  the  predicament  of  finding  motives  in 
knowledge  obtained  after  the  fact.  On  the  sixth  of  May,  Earl 
Bussell  (then  still  Lord  John  Russell)  wrote  to  Lord  Lyons  at 
Washington,  in  the  following  terras:  her  majesty's  govern- 
ment "  feel  that  they  cannot  question  the  right  of  the  South- 


*  See  DaDa*8  note  on  Wheaton,  p.  86. 

f  Compare  Lawrence  on  Wheaton,  lecond  annotated  edition,  note  16 ;  Dana  on 
Wbeaton,  note  16. 
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ern  States  to  claim  to  be  reoc^ized  as  a  belligerent,  and  as 
such  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  a  bellig- 
erent," and,  again,  that  they  do  not  wish  Lord  Lyons  to  make 
any  mystery  of  that  view.  On  the  same  day  Earl  Bossell 
announced  in  the  Honse  of  Commons  that  the  government, 
"  on  consultation  with  thejlaw  officers  of  the  crown,"  "  had 
come  to  the  opinion  that  the  Sonthern  States,  according  to 
those  principles  which  seemed  to  them  to  be  just  principles, 
must  be  treated  as  a  belligerent."  On  the  ninth,  it  was  again 
announced  by  another  officer  of  the  government,  that  such  a 
proclamation  was  about  to  be  issued.  It  was  accordingly 
issued  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  but  the  motive  for  making  it 
had  existed  before  the  sixth  of  May,  when  no  official  account 
of  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  could  have  reached  Eng- 
land. Earl  Russell  assigned  at  one  time  the  blockade  as  the 
motive,  at  another  the  magnitude  of  the  insurrection.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  marvelous  hurry  in  thus  recognizing  the 
belligerency  of  the  Confederate  States ;  the  government  was 
not  bound  to  take  this  step  by  any  sudden  necessity  of  pro- 
tecting their  own  seamen,  for  there  was  not  a  Confederate 
vessel  afloat;  Mr.  Adams  was  on  his  way  and  actually  reached 
London  the  thirteenth  ;  so  that  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  a  de- 
sire to  have  everything  cut  and  dried  before  the  arrival  of  the 
new  ambassador.  Well  might  Mr.  Adams  say  immediately 
afterwards  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  Lord  Bussell's  declaration  on 
the  6th  of  May,  showed  *^  not  a  little  precipitation  in  at  once 
raising  the  disaflFected  States  up  to  the  level  of  a  belligerent 
power,  before  they  had  developed  a  single  one  of  the  real  ele- 
ments which  constitute  military  efficiency  outside  of  their  own 
geographical  limits."  And,  again,  he  adds  in  very  mild  terms, 
that  "the  inference  seemed  almost  inevitable  that  there 
existed  a  disposition  at  least  not  to  chill  the  hopes  of  those 
who  are  now  drawing  the  very  breath  of  life  only  from  the 
expectation  of  sympathy  in  Great  Britain."  This  inference 
may  be  further  supported  by  the  words  of  Lord  Chelmsford  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  uttered  on  the  16th  of  May,  that  "  i&the 
Southern  Confederacy  had  not  been  recognized  as  a  belligerent 
power,  any  Englishman  aiding  them  by  fitting  out  a  privateer 
against  the  Federal  Government,  would  be  guilty  of  piracy." 
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Why  wish  to  screen  them  so  soon,  unless  with  the  expectation 
that  they  would,  in  greater  or  smaller  numbers,  rash  into  this 
business,  and  with  the  desire  to  exempt  them  from  all  penal- 
ties bnt  the  insignificant  ones  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act?* 

But,  if  we  admit  that  the  proclamation  was  a  hasty,  ill 
judged,  and  possibly  unfriendly  measure,  the  main  question 
still  remains  to  be  considered ;  was  it  in  any  sense  a  step  not 
authorized  by  the  law  of  nations?  There  were  hostilities  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  rebels  at  some  time  or  other. 
When  did  they  begin  f  Did  it  rest  with  the  CTnited  States  to 
say  what  was  their  commencement,  or  was  each  neutral  to 
judge  for  itself  in  that  regard  ?  If  this  judgment  is  a  biased 
one,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  neutraPs  wish  is  father  to  his 
opinion,  and  that  his  opinion  is  published  to  work  evil  to  a  pro- 
fessed friend,  let  the  due  amount  of  resentment  be  felt  for  such 
conduct.  But  if  the  neutral  can  make  a  fair  plea  for  what  he 
did,  based  on  the  facts  themselves,  let  it  not  be  said  that  his 
published  opinion,  to  the  effect  that  certain  fietcts,  transpiring 
in  another  part  of  the  world,  deserved  the  name  of  warfare, 
ought  to  be  r^arded  as  contrary  to  international  law.  You 
must  separate  his  motive  from  his  act ;  if  this  was  justifiable 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  you  cannot  say  that  he  has 
treated  you  with  injustice,  or  that  the  consequences  of  his  law- 
ful act  are  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

We  maintain  that  in  the  state  of  things  which  then  existed 
there  was  no  necessary  malignity  in  pronouncing  our  relation 
to  the  Confederate  government  one  of  war.  This  is  shown, 
Jirsty  by  the  opinions  expressed  at  the  time.  And  here  we 
shall  cite  opinions  expressed,  it  may  be,  a  week  or  two  later, 
without  fear  of  being  accused  of  dealing  unfairly  with  facts. 
After  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  of  blockade,  there  was 
no  point  of  time  when  it  could  be  said  with  more  truth  that 
war  had  begun  than  just  then.  To  fix  on  that  point  as  the  be- 
ginning was  surely  no  great  crime,  and  possibly  a  man  or  a 
government  might  be  pardoned  if  he  assigned  to  it  an  earlier 

*  For  maob  in  this  paragraph,  see  Mr.  Bemis's  "  baity  recogDition  of  rebel 
beUigereooy/'  ete..  Part  I.  See,  alto,  Mr.Adams't  correspondence  in  Message  of 
the  President  and  Documents  of  1861-2.    1.  85  seq.y^to. 
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oommenceinent.  Bat  let  ns  see  what  opinione  were  expressed 
by  ineDds  and  foes,  and  by  obeenrers  on  both  sides  of  the 
water. 

Mr.  Everett,  in  an  address  at  Boxbnry,  Mass.,  May  8th^ 
1861,  uses  this  hingaage :  '^  The  war,  for  a  long  time,  though 
in  profound  peace,  secretly  prepared  fi)r,  has  been  openly  oom- 
,  menced  by  the  Sonth,  by  the  seizure  of  the  nndefiemded  forts, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  mints,  and  costom-hooses  of  the  United 
States,"  etc  Then  he  adds,  ^^  but  even  these  acts  of  treasoB 
and  rebellion,  for  snch  they  are,  are  thrown  in  the  shade  by 
that  unutterable  outrage  upon  the  flag  of  the  Union  at  Fort 
Sumter,"  etc  That  is,  the  war  began  before  the  attack  on 
Fori  Sumter,  in  the  opinion  of  this  eminent  man,  a  statesmao, 
an  ambassador,  and  one  who  himself  had  it  in  contemplation 
at  one  time  to  write  on  international  law.  The  speech 
abounds  with  similar  expressions. 

The  same  thing  in  substance  is  implied  in  a  tettar  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  the  agent  of  a  steamship  company,  on  the 
16th  of  May,  who  had  accepted  or  proposed  to  accept  an  offer 
of  Governor  Letcher  to  sell  to  him  certain  steam  vessels,  which 
that  governor  of  a  seceding  State  had  seized  in  the  waters  of 
Virginia.  *'  The  executive  authorities  of  the  State  are  parties 
to  [the]  insurrection,  and  so  are  public  enemies.  It  is  treason 
for  any  person  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  public  en^nies.  To 
sell  vessels  to  them  which  it  is  their  purpose  to  use  as  ships-of- 
war  is  to  give  them  aid  and  comfort."  But  of  a  still  earlier 
date,  of  the  fourth  of*  the  same  month,  is  the  letter  to  Mr.  Day- 
ton, the  Minister  at  Paris,  in  which  the  Secretary  says  that 
^^  the  insurgents  have  instituted  revolution,  with  open,  flagrant, 
deadly  war,  to  compel  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in  the 
dismemberment  of  the  Union.  The  United  States  have  ac- 
cepted this  war  as  an  inevitable  necessity." 

So  also  thought  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  who  is  reported  as  saying 
in  Chicago,  on  the  first  of  May,  that  ^'  armies  have  been  raised 
and  war  is  levied  to  accomplish  [a  Southern  conspiracy];"  and 
again,  ^^  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  sad  and  solemn  fact 
that  war  does  exist." 

That  excellent  man  Joseph  Holt,  the  Jndge-Advocate  Gen- 
eral, was  of  the  same  opinion.    In  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in 
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Kentnoky,  dated  May  31,  after  speakiDg  of  the  design  of  the 
Soathern  leaders  to  precipitate  a  oollisioD  of  arms,  in  order  to 
induce  the  border  States  to  array  themselves  against  the  gov« 
emment,  he  comes  to  die  attack  on  and  the  capture  of  Fort 
Sumter,  and  then  says,  ^^a  more  wanton  and  wicked  war 
was  never  commenced  on  any  government  whose  history  has 
been  written." 

The  same  views  appear  in  certain  resolutions  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  of  New  York,  which  were  published  on  the  2(Hh 
of  April.  <^  The  so-called  secession  of  some  of  the  Southern 
States,"  they  say,  has  ^^  culminated  into  war,"  and  ^that, 
while  deploring  the  advent  of  civil  war,  which  has  been  precip- 
itated upon  the  country  by  the  madness  of  the  South,  the 
Chamber  is  persuaded  that  policy  and  humanity  alike  demand 
that  it  should  be  met  by  the  most  prompt  and  energetic  mea- 
sures." They  then  urge  on  the  government  to  treat  vessels 
with  commissions  from  the  Confederate  government  aspirates, 
and  urge  the  blockade  of  ports  in  those  States  which  have 
commenced  war  against  the  constitution  and  government  of 
these  United  States,^  ^^  as  a  measure  demanded  for  defense  in 
war." 

Nor  ought  we  to  n^lect  adding  that  Mr.  Caleb  Cushing 
spoke,  on  the  24th  of  April,  of  "  the  dire  calamity  of  civil  war 
that  is  upon  us,"  and  of  his  having  ^'  labored  for  many  years, 
first  for  the  conservation  of  the  Union,  and  then  to  avert  the 
evils  of  a  fratricidal  war.  But  the  day  of  discussion  had  passed 
and  the  day  of  action  had  arrived." 

But  let  us  see  how  Americans  of  distinction,  who  happened 
to  be  abroad,  looked  on  the  state  of  things.  The  eminent  his- 
torian and  ambassador,  Mr.  Motley,  shall  represent  them. 
The  excellent  letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  London  TimeSy  the 
date  of  which  is  not  given  in  the  copy  before  us,  but  which,  as 
its  contents  show,  belongs  to  the  month  of  May,  begins  in  this 
strain :  ^^  The  de  facto  question-  in  America  has  been  referred 
at  last  to  the  dread  arbitrament  of  war."  ^^  It  is  often  asked 
why  have  the  Americans  taken  up  arras?  Why  has  the 
United  States  government  plunged  into  what  is  sometimes 
called  ^  this  wicked  war  f '  Especially  it  is  thought  amazing  in 
England  that  the  President  should  have  called  for  a  large 
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army  of  volnnteers  and  regalars,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  free  States  should  have  sprung  forward  as  one  man  at  this 
call,  like  men  suddenly  relieved  from  a  spell." 

To  these  opinions  of  our  own  countrymen,  showing  that  in 
their  judgment  war  existed  at  a  date  anterior  to  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  we  subjoin  a  single  sentence  from  an  able  and 
dispassionate  Article  in  the  London  J^ewa  o{  May .9.  ''The 
eflFect  of  the  civil  war  in  America,"  says  the  writer,  "  upon 
European  commerce  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  which  ever  engaged  public  attention."  This  Article 
is  remarkable  for  some  views  and  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  war,  and  for  fully  expecting  that  the 
sea  would  be  filled  with  cruisers  both  of  the  United  and  Con- 
federate States.  Otlier  extracts  from  English  papers  show 
that  it  was  thought  that  hostilities  began  with  the  fall  of 
Sumter. 

That  the  Southern  Confederacy  considered  themselves  to  be  at 
war  with  the  United  States  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  hardly  to 
need  proof.  They  wanted  to  make  the  most  of  everything, 
just  as  our  government  wanted  to  make  the  least.  It  was 
important  to  drive  things  to  an  extremity  that  the  halting 
slave  States  might  take  sides  with  them,  as  it  was  important 
for  our  government  to  represent  that  the  difficulties  were  ob- 
structions in  collecting  the  revenue,  and  that  the  opposition  to 
law  came  from  armed  mobs.  A  sentence  or  two  will  suffice 
to  show  how  the  Confederates  expressed  themselves.  The 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States,  Walker,  said  on 
the  12th  of  April, ''  no  man  could  tell  where  the  war,  this  day 
commenced,  would  end."  A.  H.  Stephens  spoke  on  the  30th 
of  April  to  this  effect:  ''  a  threatening  war  is  upon  us,  made 
by  those  who  have  no  regard  ^to  right."  Jefferson  Davis  in 
his  message  to  the  Confederate  Congress  of  April  the  29th, 
uses  the  following  words :  "  Scarcely  had  the  President  of 
the  United  States  received  intelligence  of  the  failure  of  the 
scheme  which  he  had  devised  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Sumter, 
when  he  issued  the  declaration  of  war  against  this  Confederacy 
which  has  prompted  me  now  to  convoke  you."  And  the  act 
of  the  Confederate  Congress,  after  reciting  what  had  been  done 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  their  detriment, 
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authorizes  their  President  **  to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval 
force  of  the  Confederate  States  to  meet  the  war  thus  com- 
menced, and  to  issue  to  private  armed  vessels,  commissions  or 
letters  of  marque  and  general  reprisal,"  etc.  The  rest  of  the 
act  is  taken  up  with  regulating  privateers,  captures,  and  adju- 
dications in  the  courts  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Thus  persons  of  all  descriptions  agreed,  early  in  the  month 
of  May,  and  even  in  April,  1861,  in  holding  that  a  state  of 
war  had  commenced.  Was  it  strange  that  the  British  govern- 
ment should  share  this  opinion  ? 

But  we  go  farther  and  say  that  facts  looked  strongly  in 
the  same  direction.  What  these  facts  are  a  few  words  are  suf- 
ficient to  indicate.  First,  we  notice  the  secession  of  a  num- 
ber of  States  beginning  with  that  of  South  Carolina  (Dec. 
1860),  followed  by  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Florida, 
and  Louisiana,  in  January,  by  Texas,  in  February,  and  Arkan- 
sas in  the  first  days  of  May.  Then  ensued  the  framing  of  the 
constitntion  of  the  Confederate  States  by  seven  States — those 
mentioned  above  with  the  exception  of  Texas  and  Arkansas, 
and  with  the  codperation  of  delegates  from  North  Carolina. 
This  occurred  in  February.  Then  came  the  choice  of  a  President 
*and  other  public  officers,  the  inauguration  of  Davis,  the  Con- 
federate States  army  bill,  the  proclamation  of  Davis  on  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  the  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress 
once  before  referred  to,  recognizing  the  state  of  war,  sanction- 
ing their  President's  proclamation  and  legislating  with  minute- 
ness on  the  matters  of  cruisers  and  capture.  The  last  of  these 
was  made  known  May  6,  and  could  not  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  English  government  before  the  13th  of  May ; 
but  the  others,  which  must  before  that  date  have  been  well 
known  in  England,  certainly  showed  a  settled  purpose  of  sepa^ 
ration  and  a  sort  of  established  government. 

Next,  the  acts  of  violence  which  occurred  in  these  earlier 
months  of  the  year  are  to  be  brought  into  consideration,  such 
as  the  seizure  of  all  the  forts  on  the  Southern  coast  with  the 
exception  of  fort  Pickens,  the  capture  of  the  Star  of  the  West, 
and  that  of  450  United  States  regulars,  both  by  Van  Dorn,  in 
Texas,  and  in  the  month  of  April,  the  firing  on  vessels  sent  to 
relieve  fort  Sumter,  and  the  bombardment  of  that  fort  itself. 
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All  this  was  known  in  England  before  the  18th  of  May, 
^at  least  with  the  exception  of  the  events  in  Texas. 

And  lastly,  the  two  proclamations  of  Mr.  Lincoln  are  to  be 
taken  into  account,  the  one  of  April  15,  calling  for  75,000  men 
of  the  militia  of  the  CJnion,  on  the  gronnd  that  combinations 
of  persons  in  certain  States,  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
courts  or  marshals,  had  obstructed  the  execution  of  the  law ; 
and  the  other  of  April  19,  after  the  proclamation  of  Davis  in- 
viting applications  for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  had  become 
known  at  Washington,  announcing  that  the  President  deemed 
it  advisable  to  set  on  foot  a  blockade  of  the  ports  within  seven 
States  where  an  insurrection  had  broken  out,  which  might  be 
made  the  rendezvous  or  the  sallying  point  of  privateers.  In 
these  proclamations  the  movements  of  the  Southern  Confeder- 
acy were  not  called  by  the  name  of  war,  although  an  insurrec- 
tion falls  not  far  short  of  the  import  of  that  word,  for  it  was  pru- 
dent for  the  government  to  put  the  mildest  title  on  events,  and 
perhaps  Mr.  Lincoln,  if  asked  might  have  denied  that  war  ex- 
isted. Yet,  as  we  have  said  once  before,  the  neutral  was  not 
to  judge  of  events  by  the  names  given  to  them  so  much  as  by 
their  essence.  The  whole  stream  of  events  ran  with  resistless 
flow  in  the  direction  of  severance  of  the  Union,  of  a  Southern 
Oonfederate  government,  and,  if  resistance  were  to  be  offered, 
of  armed  rebellion. 

Nor  was  it  necessary  that  the  definite  point  of  time  or  the 
precise  act  should  be  specified  from  which  the  war  began.  Dif- 
ferent persons  would  entertain  different  opinions,  while  all 
agreed  that  it  began  in  the  spring  of  1861.  Such  differences 
existed  on  this  side  of  the  water.  Supposing  that  the  British 
government  made  a  mistake  in  regard  to  such  a  point  of  time, 
was  it  a  mistake  confined  to  them  or  necessarily  implying  de- 
signed hostility  to  this  country  ? 

Here  we  come  to  another  important  head  of  our  subject. 
Whenever  the  war  began,  is  the  President's  proclamation  of 
blockade  to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  war,  so  that  if  war  had  not 
commenced  before,  that  act  was  its  initiation  ?  It  is  sometimes 
said  that  the  proclamation  announced  only  an  intention  to  lay 
a  blockade.  This  is  true.  It  did  not  make  the  world  to  know 
that  a  blockade  had  already  been  instituted.    But  it  declared 


DigitizecTby  Google 


1869.]  Ths  Alabama  Question,  587 

that  a  competent  force  woald  be  posted  so  as  to  prevent  en- 
trance and  exit  from  the  ports  of  certain  States.  A  declara-^ 
tion  of  war  is  not  war  in  one  sense,  but  a  state  of  war  may 
certainly  be  said  to  commence  at  snch  a  declaration.  And  so  a 
proclamation  of  blockade,  if  blockade  means  war,  is  the  begin* 
ning  of  a  state  of  hostilities. 

Bnt  does  blockade  mean  war,  or  might  not  Mr.  Lincoln 
have  set  on  foot  a  pacific  Uoekade  t  Here  the  doctrine  of  pa* 
cific  blockade  meets  ns,  which  a  man  so  well  informed  as  Mr. 
Snmner,  in  matters  relating  to  international  law,  has  advoca- 
ted in  his  speech.  One  may  be  sure  that  where  snch  a  close 
and  thorongh  stndent  as  he,  t^kes  up  a  side  on  a  qnestion  of 
public  law,  there  is  something  of  weight  to  be  said  in  its  favor ; 
and  yet  we  hope  to  make  it  appear  that  there  is  no  sufficient 
authority  for  the  notion  of  a  pacific  blockade,  that  all  blockade 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  is  a  belligerent  act,  and  that  it  is 
no  safer  for  our  government  to  put  faith  in  such  a  doctrine 
than  to  do  what  it  did  in  the  case  of  the  Trent.  Mr.  Snmner, 
to  his  lasting  honor,  taught  the  country  good  doctrine  then  ; 
may  he  see  the  truth  in  the  present  controversy  also,  and  ap- 
pear again  in  the  attitude  of  a  public  benefactor. 

A  person,  we  believe,  may  look  through  all  the  old  books 
on  international  law  without  finding  so  much  as  a  hint  that 
such  a  thing  as  pacific  blockade  was  dreamed  of.  Its  birth  is 
a  very  modem  one.  It  is  hardly  forty  years  of  age,  and  for 
more  than  thirty  has  slept  a  most  profound  sleep.  Its  parent- 
age is  due  to  the  feitile  genius  of  those  nations  who  imposed  a 
paper  blockade  upon  the  neutrals  of  sixty  years  ago.  Let  us 
look  at  it  as  it  appeared  in  its  active  state,  and  what  can  be 
said  for  and  against  it. 

The  theory  of  pacific  blockade  was  first  acted  upon  in  the 
year  1827,  from  which  time  until  1S88,  when  the  last  applica- 
tion of  the  pretended  principle  occurred,  th^re  were  in  all 
about  five  cases  of  it,  one,  or  perhaps  two,  in  European  waters, 
and  three  in  South  American.*    The  first  was  the  blockade  of 

*  Heflter  (§112,  note  8)  mentions  foar  cases,  that  first  spoken  of  in  our  text, 
a  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  Portugal  by  France,  in  1881,  one  of  New  Granada  by 
England,  in  1886,  and  the  Mexican  blockade  by  the  French,  in  1886.    He  omits 
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all  the  coaAts  of  Greece  to  prevent  troops  and  other  snppliet 
from  reaching  the  Torkish  army  in  that  conntry,  and  to  blodc- 
ade  the  fleet  of  Egypt  and  Tnrkey  within  the  harbor 
of  Navarino.  ThiB  was  Bet  on  foot  after  the  refusal  of  the 
Porte  to  accept  the  mediation  or  intervention  contemplated  in 
the  treaty  of  London  of  Jnly,  1827.  The  neutrals  were  duly 
notified  of  the  blockade,  and  the  three  powers,  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Bossia,  through  their  representatives  at  Constan- 
tinople, declared  that  a  state  of  peace  and  friendship  with 
Turkey  had  not  ceased.  The  end  of  this  state  of  affairs  waa 
the  destruction  of  the  blockaded  fleet  at  the  battle  of  Navarino, 
October  20,  of  the  same  year.  We  ask,  in  passing,  whether 
the  peace  ended  at  the  beginning  of  this  fearful  sea-fight  or 
lasted  through  it  ?  and  to  this  we  add  that  no  one  now  will 
question  the  justice  of  this  interference  on  behalf  of  oppressed 
Greece;  but  the  right  and  the  righteousness  of  calling  things 
by  the  wronm^  names,  so  that  the  evil  becomes  good  and  the  un- 
lawful lawful,  is  most  emphatically  questioned.  When  after 
the  battle  of  Navarino  the  ambasssadors  assured  Perter-Elffendi 
that  amity  was  unbroken,  he  replied,  '^  it  is  exactly  as  if  I  had 
broken  a  man's  head  and  at  the  same  time  assured  him  of  my 
friendship.     Would  not  such  conduct  be  absurd  ?" 

Two  other  noteworthy  cases  of  the  exercise  of  this  pretend- 
ed right,  were  the  blockade  of  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Mexico  by 
the  French,  commenced  in  1838,  and  that  of  the  Argentine 
Republic's  ports  by  France  and  Great  Britain  in  the  same  year. 
In  the  first  case,  the  French  took  the  fortress  of  St.  Juan 
d'QUoa,  and  Vera  Cruz,  still  preserving  profound  peace: 
thereupon  war  was  declared  by  the  Mexicans  and  a  trea^  of 
peace,  after  the  old  fashion,  was  soon  made  between  the  parties.* 

the  bloekade  of  the  ArgentiDe  Republic,  in  1888,  the  most  remarkable  of  all. 
Comp.  Haatefeuille,  II.,  272  taq.,  2nd  ed.,  and  Gesaner,  in  the  work  soon  to  be  spo- 
ken o^  p.  215,  seq* 

*  The  blockade  became  effective  for  Vera  Cruz  the  16(h  of  April,  18SS ;  St. 
Joan  d'Ulloa  was  giren  up  by  the  garrison  Nov.  28th,  of  the  same  year ;  and  od 
the  same  day  a  oonTcotion  was  made  between  the  French  admiral  and  the  Mexi- 
can commander  of  the  department  of  Vera  Cruz,  engaging  that  a  Mexican  garri 
son  of  only  one  thousand  men  should  be  retained  in  the  city,  and  that  the  block- 
ade should  be  suspended  during  eight  months.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Mexi- 
can goTemment  passed  a  decree  that  there  was  a  state  of  war  between  them  and 
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In  the  other  instance,  the  blockade  lasted  as  long  as  the  siege 
of  Troy.  The  proceedings,  as  far  as  neatrals  were  concerned, 
were  all  regular.  In  1848,  a  Brazilian  vessel,  the  Oamte  de 
ThomoTy  was  seized  for  breach  of  blockade.  In  the  French 
court  of  first  instance,  it  was  released  on  the  ground  of  a 
want  of  special  notification,  although  a  part  of  the  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  contraband  of  war,  was  condemned.  In  the  higher 
court  this  decision  was  reversed,  because  there  could  be  no 
such  thing  as  contraband  of  war  save  in  time  of  war,  while 
this  was  a  pacific  blockade.^  The  logical  French  felt  that  if 
there  was  a  state  of  peace,  they  must  come  to  this  conclusion, 
but  the  sound  sense  of  the  English  stuck  to  the  ordinary  rule 
that  breach  of  blockade  involved  confiscation  of  the  guilty 
vessel. 

The  proceedings  of  the  French  in  Portugal,  in  the  year 
1831,  cannot,  without  impropriety,  be  classed  among  the  few 
instances  of  pacific  blockade.  This  will  appear  from  the  briet- 
est  sketch  of  the  affair.  Don  Miguel's  courts  having  con- 
demned certain  Frenchmen  to  disgraceful  punishments  on 
account  of  political  offenses,  the  French  government,  which 
had  not  recognized  him,  and  was  not  in  amicable  relations 
with  him,  sent  a  fieet  to  the  Tagus  to  demand,  and  in  case  of 
refusal  to  obtain  by  force,  satisfaction.  The  demands  being 
rejected,  the  admiral  sailed  up  the  river,  silenced  tlie  forts  that 
opposed  his  passage,  took  the  Portuguese  fieet  after  a  short  re- 
sistance, and  anchored  his  ships  along  the  streets  of  Lisbon 
which  bordered  on  the  water.  The  government  did  not  yield 
until  he  threatened  to  commence  hostilities  upon  the  city. 
Then  satisfaction  was  rendered,  but  certain  vessels  of  wsCr  that 
had  been  captured  were  carried  away  by  the  French.  The 
Portuguese  government,    although    unrecognized    by   Great 


the  French  government.  This  led  the  French  to  revoke  their  Buepension  of  the 
blockade  so  far  that  the  neutral  reesels  could  now  only  enter  the  port  of  Vera 
Cruz  without  ditoharging  their  cargoes.  (Circular  of  December  22d.)  Peace 
was  concluded  the  next  year.     See  de  Martens,  N.  Recueilt  15 ,  808-817. 

*  Compare  Oessner,  p.  216,  and  the  French  notification  of  blockade  in  de  Mar- 
tens, N.  Recueil,  16, 508,  where  it  is  said  that  ''measures  of  rigor,  authorixed  by  the 
law  of  nations,  wiU  be  taken  against  vessels  seeking  to  enter  the  blockaded  ports 
after  being  warned  of  the  blockade  by  one  of  the  French  vessels  of  war." 
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Britain,  besought  that  ancient  ally  to  intercede  with  Franoe 
for  the  restoration  of  the  vessels.  Lord  Palmerston  declined 
doing  so,  and  added  that,  in  accordance  with  legal  advice,  he 
considered  the  vessels  just  prizes  of  war.  Certainly  this  in- 
stance given  by  Heffter  must  be  taken  out  of  the  class  in 
which  he  puts  it    There  was  war  here,  and  nothing  else.  * 

The  writers  of  international  law,  who  have  written  since 
this  doctrine  of  pacific  blockade  was  hatched,  have  by  no 
means  all  noticed  it — in  fact,  the  greater  part  have  passed  it 
over  in  silence.  Without  looking  very  far,  we  believe  that  we 
have  a  right  to  say  that  it  has  lain  outside  of  the  notice  of  all 
the  principal  English  and  American  writers.t  Hautefeuille, 
perhaps,  was  the  first  to  draw  attention  upon  it,  which  he  did, 
with  the  denial  of  its  right  to  form  a  part  of  the  law  of 
nations,  in  his  first  edition  of  1848.  The  protest  was  renewed 
against  it  in  the  greatly  altered  edition  of  1858.  Meanwhile 
Heffter,  in  his  third  edition  of  1855,  advocated  it  with  some 
reference  to  what  the  French  author  on  neutral  rights  had 
written.  Since  then,  Ortolan,  by  not  mentioning  it  in  his 
^*  diplomacy  of  the  sea,"  seems  to  show  that  he  views  it  with 
no  favor.  De  Pistoye  and  Duverdy,  in  their  Trait6  des  Prises, 
have  denied  that  there  is  any  such  blockade,  Cauchy  has  de- 
fended it,  and  Gkssner,  a  German  author  who  has  written  in 
French  (le  droit  des  neutres  sur  mer,  Berlin,  1865),  is  de- 
cided in  his  condemnation  of  the  doctrine. 

We  give  the  views  of  Heffler,  as  representing  his  side  of  the 
question.  **  A  state  of  blockade,"  says  he  (§  112,  ed.  3,  of 
the  German  original),  "  can  be  set  on  foot,  even  before  war 
and  without  a  complete  opening  of  war,  whether  for  the 
purpose  of  practising  reprisals,  or  for  that  of  hindering  an  im- 
minent violation  of  rights, — as,  for  instance,  to  prevent  the 
running  out  of  a  squadron  or  the  conveyance  of  succor  to  the 
enemy,  before  the  foreign  state  has  distinctly  declared  itself  in 
regard  to  its  intentions,  which,  meantime,  arouse  suspicion. 
It  is  true  that  examples  of  this  kind  of  blockade,  as  of  a  sort 

*  See  the  documents  in  Marhard,  S,  Sa|>plement  8,  670-618,  and  A.  L.  yob 
Rochaa's  Gescfa.  Fraokreiehs  1,  8)4. 

t  We  do  not  mean  to  be  nnderatood  that  the  editors  and  annotators  of  Wheaton 
have  not  noticed  it    See  Lawrence's  Wheaton,  845»  840  \  Dana's,  86,  87. 
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of  reprisals  without  formal  war,  are  first  furnished  by  the 
most  recent  history;  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  step 
is  a  perfectly  justifiable  one,  and  that  even  neutral  powers  are 
bound  thereby.  Only  no  confiscation  takes  place,  except 
where  there  is  a  state  of  war."  And,  in  a  note,  he  adds,  that 
'^  these  measures,  as  being  hitherto  little  used,  might  awaken 
some  scruple,  but,  so  far  as  is  known,  they  have  not  been  de- 
cidedly attacked  by  other  powers."  And  then,  after  referring 
to  Hautefeuille,  he  winds  up  by  saying,  that  "  humanity  can 
only  rejoice  in  this  new  usage  of  international  law." 

The  arguments  on  the  other  side  w%  firsts  that  blockade  has 
always,  except  in  these  few  instances,  been  considered  a  war- 
right,  and  classed  with  such  rights  by  all  the  old  writers. 
These  writers  were  well  acquainted  with  reprisals  and  embar- 
goes, or  detention  of  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
justice,  which  were  far  more  common  in  the  early  times  than 
they  have  been  in  the  most  modem ;  and  yet  the  first  instance 
has  not  been  found  of  a  resort  to  blockade  in  a  time  of  peace, 
or  of  an  earlier  writer  suggesting  or  advocating  such  a  measure. 
"  All  the  treaties,"  says  Hautefeuille,  "  which  have  spoken  of 
blockade,  express  themselves  in  the  same  manner,  if  not  in  the 
same  words  at  least  in  tlie  same  sense.  All,  without  excep- 
tion, suppose  that  one  of  the  contracting  parties  is  engaged  in 
a  war  against  a  third  power,  that  the  other  nation  signing  the 
treaty  is  neutral ;  and  they  establish  the  rights  of  the  attack- 
ing power  and  the  duties  of  the  pacific  party.  It  is  impossible 
to  deny,  to  fail  to  perceive,  this  fact.  From  the  most  ancient 
treaties  down  to  our  days,  there  is  not  one  of  these  treaties 
that  does  not  make  use  of  the  expressions,  enemy^  heUigerent^ 
neutral^  and  which,  in  the  whole  of  its  provisions,  does  not  in- 
dicate  clearly  that  blockade  is  an  act  of  war." 

Secondly^  pacific  blockade  is  not  justified  by  the  analogy  of 
reprisals.  It  seems  strange  to  us  that  HeflTter  takes  refuge 
under  so  weak  an  analogy.  Reprisals  are  acts,  the  operation 
of  which  is  confined  to  the  parties  between  whom  a  dispute 
exists.  They  resemble  distraining  goods  for  failure  to  pay 
rent.  But  pacific  blockade  obstructs  the  pathway  of  neutrals ; 
it  interferes  with  their  ordinary  rights ;  it  imposes  new  laws 
upon  them ;  it  even  captures  their  vessels  and,  it  may  be,  sub- 

voL.  xxvra.  88 
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jects  them  to  oonfiscatioD.  Where  eke  do  we  find  a  rigfat^ 
exercised  in  a  state  of  peace  by  armed  force  with  such  effects 
on  neutral  powers  ?* 

Thirdly y  Oauchy ,  not  satisfied  with  Hefffcer's  defense  of  sndi 
blockades,  r^ards  them  as  a  particular  species  of  war,  a  war 
of  siege.  But  to  this  Oessner  replies  in  language  which  we 
accept  as  best  expressing  our  opinions,  that  **the  French 
writer  does  not  suppress  the  contradiction  that  there  is  in  carry- 
ing on  a  partial  war,  which  strikes  a  blow  at  a  part  of  the 
state  without  striking  it  at  the  state  considered  as  a  whole.  If 
the  state  were  merely  an  inert  mechanism,  perhaps  one  of  its 
parts  could  be  injured  while  the  others  were  unaffected.  But 
the  state  is  a  living  organism,  and  that  which  wounds  one  of 
its  members  wounds  them  alL  A  particular  kind  of  war^ 
which  is  confined  to  certain  parts  of  the  state,  is  as  great  an 
absurdity  as  to  say  that  a  slap  on  the  cheek  is  not  an  insult  to 
the  entire  man.  During  the  last  war  in  the  East,  it  was  pro- 
posed in  the  British  Parliament  to  blockade  the  Baltic  ports 
of  Prussia,  because  Prussia  would  not  take  part  in  the  war 
against  Russia;  this  proposition  was  rejected  only  by  a  small 
majority.  If  this  proposition  had  been  put  into  execution, 
would  it  have  touched  the  Prussian  ports  onlyt  Would  it 
not  have  been  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war  against 

Prussia  ?"t 

Fourthly.  It  cannot  fairly  be  said  that  such  a  practice,  if 
introduced,  would  be  a  gain  to  humanity.  The  blockades  of 
this  kind  have,  except  in  about  two  instances,  been  followed 
by  an  actual  state  of  war,  and  by  the  destruction  of  men  and 
of  public  property.  In  one  of  those  two  instances,  the  si^e  or 
blockade  continued  ten  years,  and  lefbBosas,  the  author  of  the 
di£Bculties,  at  the  head  of  the  Argentine  Republic.  There 
have  been  wars  without  a  declaration,  concentrated  in  one 
maritime  enterprise,  often  brief  in  their  continuance,  but  their 
brevity  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  great  nations  were,  engaged 
in  operations  against  small  ones.    Suppose  they  had  declared 

*  De Martens  (§  61,  ed.  of  1858)  epeakiDg  of  reprisals,  lays,  "las  mojena 
choisiB  k  eette  fin  deyralent  ne  Jamais  porter  attente  aax  droits  d'  una  tierce 
paissaoee  amia. 

t  Oasmar,  p.  219. 
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war  and  called  their  moveinents  war,  might  not  these  move- 
meDts  have  then  been  as  limited  in  place  and  time  as  they 
actnallj  were  I  ,  Is  a  nation  obliged,  becanse  it  is  at  war,  to 
wage  it  on  both  elements,  or  is  a  real  war  necessarily  a  pro- 
tracted one  I  Has  not  a  six  weeks'  war  on  the  land  bat  just 
now  changed  the  political  balance  of  Europe? 

Nor  is  Heffter's  plea  that  neatrals  did  not  protest  against 
these  pacific  blockades  of  any  weight.  To  them  these  opera- 
tions were  war,  with  its  nsuid  notifications  of  blockade  and  its 
dangers  to  neatrals.  Their  relations  to  the  states  between 
whom  a  controversy  existed  were  the  same  as  in  war.  They 
did  not  need  to  look  beyond  the  factSi  which  were  facts  of  war. 

Bat  the  most  serioas  fault  which  we  find  with  the  views  of 
Heffter  is,  that  he  can  be  willing  to  make  international  law 
out  of  a  few  instances  of  confessedly  novel  practice  on  the  part 
of  one  or  two  great  states.  Oertainly  if  it  is  to  be  degraded 
into  a  fashion  set  by  the  leaders  of  national  custom,  it  must  be 
of  a  very  shifting  character. 

There  is,  then,  as  it  seems  to  us,  really  nothing  to  be  urged 
in  fiivor  of  pacific  blockades,  on  the  score  of  authority,  or  of 
reason,  or  of  humanity,  and  they  must  be  classed  with  those 
other  inventions  of  nations  powerful  on  the  i^a,  which  juster 
views  and  more  accurate  science  have  brushed  away. 

President  Lincoln's  blockade,  then,  was  not  a  padfic  block- 
ade, because  there  is  no  such  nondescript,  half  lion,  half  lamb, 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  or  to  right  reason. 

But  if  there  were  such  a  peaceful  procedure,  having  the 
effect  of  war  on  neutral  trade,  the  decisions  of  our  courts 
shut  U8  out  from  making  use  of  it  in  any  argument,  which  aims 
to  show  that  there  was  no  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  rebels  when  the  QueenV  proclamation  was  issued. 

This  question,  after  being  first  argued  before  district  judges 
in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  was  brought  on  appeal  before 
the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  nnited  States  in  the  December  term 
of  1862.  The  point  to  be  decided  was  the  validity  of  the  cap- 
ture of  certain  vessels — the  Amy  Warwick,  Hiawatha,  Cren- 
shaw, and  Brilliante — all  of  which  were  made  between  April 
19th,  the  date  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  blockade, 
and  July  13tb,  when  Congress  sanctioned  that  and  other 
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meaBures  of  oar  government.  Of  these  yeesels  the  Amy 
Warwick,  owned  in  Richmond  and  bound  from  Kio  de  Janeiro 
to  that  or  some  other  port  of  the  United  States,  was  taken,  in 
ignorance  of  the  war,  off  Cape  Henry,  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1861 ;  and  the  Hiawatha  was  an  English  vessel,  which  left 
Richmond,  May  17th,  and  was  taken  on  the  20th  off  Hamp- 
ton roads.  Passing  by  the  pleas  set  np  by  the  coansel  in 
favor  of  the  claimants,  we  come  to  the  decision  of  the  majority 
of  the  com-t  It  contained  these  statements  of  principles :  1. 
That  a  civil  war  is  never  solemnly  declared,  and  becomes  snch 
by  its  accidents.  The  trne  test  of  its  existence  may  be  thus 
summarily  stated:  ^*  when  the  regolar  course  of  justice  is  in- 
terrupted by  revolt,  rebellion,  or  insurrection,  so  that  the 
Courts  of  Justice  cannot  be  kept  open,  civil  war  exists,  and 
hostilities  may  be  prosecuted  on  the  same  footing,  as  if  those 
opposing  the  government  were  foreign  enemies  invading  the 
land.''  2.  Although  by  the  Constitution  Congress  alone  can 
declare  war,  and  the  President  has  no  power  to  initiate  a  war 
either  against  a  foreign  enemy  or  a  domestic  state,  yet,  if  war 
be  made  by  invasion  or  organized  rebellion,  the  President  is 
bound  to  resist  force  by  force.  Nor  is  a  war  any  the  less  war, 
though  the  declaration  of  it  be  unilateral,  for  war  may  exist 
without  any  declaration  on  either  side.  The  battles  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  had  been  fought  before  the 
passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  May  18th,  1846,  which  re- 
cognized a  state  of  war  as  existing  by  the  act  of  the  republic 
of  Mexico.  3.  Because  a  war  is  called  an  insurrection  [as  the 
President  called  it  in  his  proclamation]  it  is  not  the  less  a 
civil  war.  It  is>  not  necessary  that  the  independence  of  the  re- 
volted province  or  state  be  acknowledged,  in  order  to  consti- 
tute it  a  party  belligerent  in  a  war,  according  to  the  law  of 
nations.  In  the  case  of  the  JSantissima  Trimdad^  the  Su- 
preme Court  said,  ^*  the  government  of  the  United  States  had 
recognized  the  existence  of  a  civil  war  between  Spain  and  her 
colonies,  and  had  avowed  the  determination  to  remain  neutral 
between  the  parties ;  and  that  each  party  was  deemed  by  us  a 
belligerent  nation,  having,  so  far  as  concerns  us,  the  sovereign 
rights  of  war.''  4.  After  such  a  proclamation  as  that  of  the 
Queen  of  England  recognizing  hostilities  as  existing  between 
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the  government  of  the  United  States  and  certain  States^ 
styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and 
after  similar  declarations  or  silent  acquiescence  by  other 
nations,  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  State  is  estopped  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  a  war  with  all  its  conseqaences  as  r^ards  neutrals. 
They  cannot  ask  a  coart  to  affect  a  technical  ignorance  of  the 
greatest  civil  war  known  in  the  history  of  the  human  race, 
and  thus  cripple  the  arm  of  the  government  and  paralyze  its 
power  by  subtle  definitions  and  ingenious  sophisms.*  5.  The 
proclamation  of  blockade  is  itself  official  and  conclusive  evi- 
dence to  the  court  that  a  state  of  war  existed,  which  demand- 
ed and  authorized  a  recourse  to  such  a  measure  under  the  cir- 
cumstances peculiar  to  the  case.  The  question  whether  the 
President,  in  fulfilling  his  duties  as  Commander-in-Chief  in 
suppressing  an  insurrection,  has  met  with  such  armed  hostile 
resistance,  and  a  civil  war  of  such  alarming  proportions,  as  will 
compel  him  to  accord  to  them  the  character  of  belligerents,  is 
a  question  to  be  decided  by  him.  He  must  determine  what 
degree  of  force  the  crisis  demands. 

The  court  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  President  had  a  right, 
Jttre  heUiy  to  institute  a  blockade  of  ports  in  possession  of  the 
States  in  rebellion,  which  neutrals  are  bound  to  regard.  Nor 
did  the  court  doubt  that  a  blockade  of  ports,  properly  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  but  in  a  territory  where 
rebellion  actually  existed,  was  as  valid  as  a  blockade  of  for- 
eign ports. 

The  minority  of  the  court  dissented  from  this  decision  on 
constitutional  grounds.  The  President,  not  having  the  right 
to  declare  war  or  recognize  its  existence  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  thus  to  change  the  country  and  all 
its  citizens  from  a  state  of  peace  to  a  state  of  war,  they 
judged  that  he  had  no  power  to  set  on  foot  a  blockade  under 
the  law  of  nations,  and  that  therefore  all  captures  before  July 
13,  1861,  when  Congress  recognized  the  state  of  civil  war, 
were  illegal  and  void.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  minority 
did  not  doubt  that  the  blockade  was  an  act  of  regular  war,  nor 

*  This  applies  particularly  to  the  ease  of  the  Hiawatha. 
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that  a  State  can  blockade  its  own  port,  nor  that  a  civil  war  af- 
fects neutral  rights  in  the  same  way  as  any  other  kind  of  hos- 
tilities. They  only  denied,  and  let  ns  add,  most  techincally 
and  formally,  that  the  blockade  was  proclaimed  without  com- 
petent authority.  Perhaps  if  they  could  have  consented  to 
urge  the  docrine  of  a  pacific  blockade,  their  argument  from 
that  source  would  have  been  about  equally  satisfactory.* 

Thus  war  existed  according  to  the  judgment  of  our  highest 
court  before  the  President's  proclamation,  which  he  recognized 
by  that  measure,  and  against  which,  by  this  as  well  as  by  vari- 
ous other  measures,  he  endeavored,  as  was  his  duty,  to  defend 
the  country.  There  existed  then,  according  to  this  authority, 
a  state  of  actual  war,  a  considerable  time  before  the  Queen's 
proclamation.  That  the  majority  of  the  court  took  a  right 
view  of  the  matter  we  fully  believe,  but  whether  they  were 
right  or  wrong,  in  their  opinion,  it  weakens  whatever  argu- 
ments to  the  contrary,  our  government  or  our  statesmen  can 
uigef  or  have  urged  on  the  other  side.:^ 

We  proceed  now  to  a  brief  examination  of  the  consequences 
which  have  been  attributed  to  the  Queen's  proclamation.  By 
conceding  ocean  belligerency  to  the  rebels,  and  thus  saving 
them  from  the  penalties  of  piracy,  it  encouraged  British  sub- 
jects to  join  their  cause; — it,  in  fact,  created  war  against  the 
United  States  upon  the  sea.  "  At  the  early  date  when  this 
was  done,"  says  Mr.  Sumner,  in  his  speech  of  April  13th,  "  the 

*  In  that  case  compeosation  might  have  been  jostly  claimed  by  the  Bfitish 
government  for  these  condemned  vesfiels  according  to  Uie  principle  of  the  French 
courts,  to  which  we  have  referred,  bat  not  in  accordance  with  English  practices. 
The  French  principle  alone  can  stand. 

f  See  Black's  reports,  2,  685-689.  We  have  stated  those  opioioos  which  bear 
on  our  subject,  and  chiefly  in  the  words  of  Judge  Grier  and  Judge  Nelson,  with- 
out the  trouble  of  adding  quotation  marks.  See  also  the  note  of  Mr.  Dana — who 
was  counsel  for  the  Libellants,  in  the  case  of  the  Amy  Warwick — on  Wheaton 
8*74-875,  and  Bfr.  Pomeroj's  introd.  to  constitutional  law,  §§  44*7-458.  The 
opinions  both  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  court  are  to  be  found  in  the 
supplement  to  Lawrence's  Wheaton,  (2nd  ed.)  p.  18. 

\  May  it  not  be  added  that  if  Mr.  Lincoln's  blockade  was  a  pacific  one,  if  there 
was  no  actual  war,  he  had  no  authority  to  take  this  step.  Actual  war  may  be 
constitutionally  repulsed  and  put  down  by  measures  of  war.  But  who  gave 
him  a  right  in  time  of  peace  to  adopt  a  measure  which  seriously  affected  Uie 
trade  of  neutrals  ? 
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rebels  were,  as  they  remained  to  the  close,  without  ships  on  the 
ocean,  without  prize  courts  or  other  tribunals  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  on  the  ocean,  without  any  of  those  conditions 
which  are  the  essential  prerequisite  to  sudi  a  concession  ;  and 
yet  the  concession  was  general,  being  applicable  to  the  ocean 
and  the  land,  so  that  by  British  fiat  they  became  ocean  bellig- 
erents, as  well  as  land  belligerents."  And  again, ''  had  it  not 
been  made,  no  rebel  ship  could  have  been  built  in  England. 
Every  step  in  her  building  would  have  been  piracy.  Nor 
could  any  munitions  of  war  have  been  furnished.  Not  a  block- 
ade-runner laden  with  supplies  could  have  left  the  English 
shores,  except  under  a  kindred  penalty.  The  direct  conse- 
quence of  this  concession  was  to  place  the  rebels  on  an  equality 
with  ourselves  in  all  British  markets,  whether  of  ships  or  of 
munitions  of  war."  This  is  confirmed  by  the  authority  al- 
ready cited  of  Lord  Ohelmsford,  who  said  in  Parliament  that 
"  if  the  Southern  Confederacy  had  not  been  recognized  as  a  bel- 
ligerent power,  if  any  Englishman  were  to  fit  out  a  privateer 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Southern  States  against  the 
Northern  States,  he  would  be  guilty  of  piracy."  And  on  this 
action  of  the  proclamation  a  claim  of  immense  damages  is 
made  to  depend. 

There  is  something  that  is  true  in  these  fervid  sentences,  and 
more  that  will  not  stand  examination.  We  will  look  at  the 
weak  points  first. 

We  say  then  at  the  outset  that  if  tiiere  was  a  state  of  war, 
as  our  courts  judged,  even  before  Mr.  Lincoln's  proclamation, 
there  was  no  violation  of  international  law,  and  no  injury  of  the 
United  States  in  publishing  the  fact.  Whatever  uniiappy  con- 
sequences grew  out  of  an  authorized  act,  it  does  not  appear  that 
Great  Britain  ought  to  be  made  responsible  for  them.  This  is 
most  obviously  true,  unless  such  consequences  were  clearly 
foreseen,  and  the  Queen's  proclamation  chosen  deliberately  as 
the  means  for  bringing  them  to  pass. 

Again,  it  is  not  true  that  the  rebels  had  no  ships  on  the 
ocean  and  no  prize  courts,  nor  that  ocean  belligerency  on  their 
part  was  created  by  the  Queen's  proclamation.  Tliey  were 
indeed  quite  poorly  off  as  it  respects  skill  in  constructing  ves- 
sels, means  of  obtaining  machinery  for  steamships,  skilled  en- 
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gineers  and  sailors,  bat  they  had  at  a  very  early  date  of  the 
war  a  settled  purpose  to  prey  on  oar  oommeroe  apon  the  sea^ 
'  jast  as  they  plundered  oar  property  on  the  land.  In  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Confederate  Congress  of  April  29,  Mr.  Davis  an- 
noonced  that  ^^  two  vessels  had  been  purchased  and  manned,  the 
Sumter  and  McBea,  and  are  now  being  prepared  for  sea  at 
New  Orleans  with  all  possible  despatch."  The  Savannah,  a 
pilot  boat  which  was  fitted  out  for  a  sea  expedition  in  May, 
was  taken  by  the  Perry  after  capturing  one  vessel,  and  carried 
as  prize  into  New  York,  where  it  arrived  June  16.  This  was 
the  vessel  whose  crew  were  tried  for  piracy  and  were  after- 
wards treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  Ilie  Sumter,  mentioned 
above,  ran  out  to  sea,  early  in  July,  escaping  the  blockading 
squadron  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  pursued  a  career  of 
plundering  in  the  West  Indian  seas,  and  then  crossed  the 
ocean,  to  lie  useless  and  inactive  under  the  watch  of  theTusca- 
rora  in  Spain.  Its  commander  was  that  most  self-satisiied 
mortal,  Raphael  Semmes,  afterwards  of  the  Alabama.  The 
York,  another  of  this  fraternity,  was  burnt  by  the  United  States 
steamboat  Union,  in  August.  The  privateer  Jefferson  Davis, 
after  taking  the  bark  Alvarado,  was  wrecked  on  the  bar  of  St. 
Augustine  in  the  same  month.  The  little  Confederate  priva- 
teer Nixon  ran  out  of  the  Mississippi  and  escaped  the  clutches 
of  the  Niagara  on  the  first  of  August.  The  privateer  Judah 
was  burnt  by  men  of  the  Colorado,  in  September,  while  get- 
ting ready,  at  Pensacola,  for  a  plundering  cruise.  The  steam- 
er Nashville  ran  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  in  October,  and 
destroyed  the  Harvey  Burch  on  its  passage  across  the  ocean. 
These,  we  are  aware,  wore  small  and  inferior  vessels,  but  they 
initiated  ocean  belligerency  before,  and  long  before,  any  of  the 
large  gunboats  built  in  England  began  their  work  of  destruo- 
tion. 

Again,  it  is  not  true  that  the  Confederates  were  without 
prize  courts,  if  it  be  meant  that  no  provision  was  made  by  their 
laws  or  their  constitution  for  adjudication  upon  captured  ves- 
sels. The  constitution  was  copied  after  ours  in  this  respect. 
The  act  of  the  6th  of  May,  to  which  we  referred  once  before, 
is  almost  entirely  taken  up  with  the  conduct  to  be  observed 
by  privateers.    £neuiy's  property  on  neutral  vessels  is  not  to 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  The  Alabama  QueaUon.  599 

be  seized ;  the  nsaal  bonds  are  required,  prize  money  is  to  be 
distributed  according  to  certain  rules ;  property  of  amicable 
powers  recaptured  is  to  be  restored  on  the  payment  of  reason- 
able salvage;  captured  vessels  are  to  be  brought  into  some  port 
of  the  Confederate  States  or  of  some  amicable  nation,  and  to  be 
proceeded  against  before  a  competent  tribunal ;  and  in  the 
case  of  captured  vessels,  goods,  and  effects  brought  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Confederate  District  Courts  of  said 
States  are  to  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction.  These  are 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  which  also  offers  a  bounty 
for  burning  or  capturing  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  al- 
lows a  reduction  to  be  made  of  33^  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
duties  imposed  by  law,  whenever  any  captured  wares  or  mer- 
chandise are  brought  into  port.  This  act,  it  is  probable,  will  be 
found  to  have  been  copied,  to  a  great  extent,  after  our  own  ; 
but  it  shows  that  from  the  very  first,  war  on  the  sea,  in  a  man- 
ner conformable  with  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  was  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  Confederates. 

Again,  it  cannot  be  true  that  there  would  have  been  no 
building  of  priva^ers  in  England,  nor  blockade  running,  nor 
trade  in  the  munitions  of  war,  but  for  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion. The  argument  of  Mr.  Sumner  is,  that  the  fear  of  the 
penalties  of  piracy  would  have  deterred  from  all  such  aid  to 
rebels  and  traitors.  But  as  soon  as  it  was  established  by  our 
courts  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  blockade  implied  the  existence  of 
war,  every  other  nation  could  have  protested  against  visiting 
the  pains  of  piracy  upon  its  subjects.  Moreover,  the  penalties 
would  not  have  been  executed.  The  fear  of  a  bitter  retalia- 
tion, ard  the  singular  gentleness  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  spirit,  to 
whom  vengeance  "  was  a  strange  work,"  would  have  made 
them  a  dead  letter,  and  this  would  have  been  found  out  by  all 
the  world.  As  for  blockade  runners  in  particular,  we  are  not 
sure  that  we  understand  what  Mr.  Sumner  has  in  view,  when 
he  says  that  not  one  of  them  "  could  have  left  the  English 
shores  except  under  a  kindred  penalty,"  that  is,  a  penalty 
kindred  to  piracy.  But  what  penalty  worse  than  confiBcation 
of  ship  and  goods  would  the  United  States  have  inflicted  on 
them  ?  Or  would  the  dread  of  this  have  outweighed  conmier- 
cial  cupidity  and  the  pleasurable  excitement  of  such  business, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


600  The  Alc^xma  Questim.  [Jnlj, 

when  the  highest  penalties  of  the  law  never  pnt  an  end  to  the 
_  slave  trade — a  far  more  dlsgraceftal  traflSc.  These  blockade  run- 
ners it  was  that  protracted  the  Southern  rebellion.  The  pri- 
vateers, built  in  England,  harmed  us  by  actual  loss,  and,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  drove  our  commerce  from  the  sea.  But 
the  actual  loss  was  a  limited  and  a  definite  one,  to  be  esti- 
mated in  dollars  and  cents,  as  Mr.  Seward  estimated  it  in 
one  of  his  despatches  to  Mr.  Adams.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
evil  inflicted  by  the  blockade-runners  was  an  immense  one. 
Every  gun,  all  the  powder  imported,  all  the  cotton  taken  back, 
was  so  much  iuel  for  a  long  war,  warming  the  rebels  into  hope 
when  they  were  nigh  despair.  But  the  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality, as  we  conceive,  had  a  small  effect  in  calling  into  life 
this  traffic ;  and  if  there  had  been  no  such  proclamation,  sup- 
plies would  have  been  Aimished. 

We  freely  concede  that  the  rebels  drew  hope  from  the  atti- 
tude of  England,  as  judged  of  by  that  measure,  and  irom  the 
attitude  of  the  governing  class  toward  the  United  States,  that 
they  would  be  recognized  as  an  established  government.  We 
conclude,  also,  that  the  proclamation  was  not^called  for  by  any 
pressing  necessity,  and  so  far  forth  was  dictated  by  a  misjudg- 
ment  of  probabilities,  or  by  a  wrong  bias.  There  was,  as  we 
all  thought,  a  wish  that  the  country  might  be  divided,  and 
this  was  as  well  known  to  rebel  agents  and  the  rebel  govern- 
ment as  to  us.  Let  this  hostile  mind  come  in  as  evidence,  if 
any  is  needed,  whenever  the  Alabama  claims  are  argued  before 
an  arbitrator,  in  case  the  negotiations  are  to  take  that  shape ; 
let  it  be  remembered,  if  that  must  be,  as  a  ground  of  war,  but 
there  let  its  influence  stop. 

It  is  the  inevitable  conclusion  from  the  foregoing  argument, 
that  no  consequences  flowing  out  of  this  proclamation,  be  they 
as  great  as  Mr.  Sumner's  imagination  makes  them,  or  as 
small  as  a  professed  advocate  of  England  would  make  them, 
can  swell  our  claims  on  England  or  come  with  justice  into  the 
discussion  of  the  Alabama  question.  For,  if  President  Lin- 
coln had  declared  in  efiect  that  a  state  of  war  existed,  if, 
according  to  the  decisions  of  our  courts,  reviewing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time,  snch  was  the  fact,  if  the  blockade  imposed 
on  Southern  ports  could  not  be  called  a  pacific  one,  if  from  the 
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fall  of  Sumter  our  first  men  r^arded  a  state  of  war  as  having 
b^^n ;  the  British  government  cannot  be  chargeable  with  any 
offense  against  international  law,  in  making  known  the  same 
fact  to  British  subjects,  and  in  warning  them  of  the  muni- 
cipal as  well  as  of  the  international  penalties  of  transgressing 
against  the  laws  of  neutrality.  Can  they  not  fairly  say,  "  there 
was  war,  and  we  warned  against  the  temptations  incident  to  a 
state  of  war  to  which  neutrals  are  exposed  ?  How  are  we  re- 
sponsible for  any  disastrous  results,  near  or  remote,  flowing  out 
of  the  announcement  of  such  a  fact  and  of  the  dangers  to 
which  it  might  ex{^06e  our  countrymen  ?" 

Another  inference  from  our  argument  is,  that  no  apology 
ought  to  be  demanded  from  Great  Britain.  Apology  is  a  kind 
of  reparation  most  honorable  to  one  who  has  committed  a  vio- 
lation of  international  law.  But  international  law  does  not  re- 
quire confession  for  the  sins  of  the  heart.  One  nation  never 
takes  the  stool  of  penitence  to  make  confession  to  another  ex- 
cept for  some  positive  outward  act  The  case  of  the  Caroline 
and  Lord  Ashburton's  regret  that  such  a  thing  had  occurred, 
have  been  adduced  as  a  wrong  and  a  reparation,  showing  to  us 
what  we  have  a  right  to  expect  in  the  present  instance.  But 
the  Caroline  was  invaded  within  our  waters;  the  Canadian 
leaders  of  that  expedition  committed  an  offense  of  an  overt 
kind  against  the  laws  of  neutrality.  But  what  overt  act  of 
wrong  was  there  in  the  proclamation  of  neutrality?  The 
moment  we  overthrow  the  position  that  there  was  no  war,  and 
Great  Britain  ought  to  have  actcfd  as  if  there  were  none,  that 
moment  all  possibility  of  calling  for  an  apology  is  cut  off. 
There  is  nothing  to  apologize  for  unless  a  sin  of  the  heart. 
And  would  a  high  spirited  nation  listen  to  the  suggestion  to 
make  such  an  apology  ?  Would  it  ever  pay,  on  compulsion  or 
at  the  prompting  of  another  state,  that  it  had  acted  unwisely  ? 

K  we  have  been  successful  in  the  foregoing  remarks,  we 
have  performed  our  main  task,  which  was  to  brush  away  all 
those  extraneous  considerations  that  have  accumulated  around 
the  question  of  the  Alabama.  They  do  not  properly  go  with 
it,  they  have  no  pertinency  to  it,  they  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  account.  We  might,  therefore,  here  come  to  a  close,  but 
the  simple  case  of  the  Alabama  itself,  perhaps,  needs  to  be 
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presented  to  onr  readers,  who  may  have  been  fiEimiliar  enough 
with  the  discnssions  arising  oat  of  it  several  years  ago,  but 
may  have  now  forgotten  some  of  those  facts  and  those  points 
of  international  law  which  onght  to  be  looked  at,  if  we  would 
take  a  just  view  of  the  case. 

More  than  a  year  had  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  Queen's 
proclamation,  when  our  minister  at  London  became  certain 
that  a  formidable  gunboat  was  in  building  for  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  at  the  shipyards  of  the  Lairds,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mersey  from  Liverpool.  On  the  28d  of  June,  he  writes  to 
Earl  Bussell  that  a  war-steamer  more  pow^ul  than  the  gun- 
boat Oreto  (or  Florida)  and  built  in  the  dock-yard  of  persons, 
one  of  whom  was  at  the  time  a  member  of  the  House  of  Oonu 
mons,  had  been  launched  and  was  now  fitting  out  for  the 
especial  and  manifest  object  of  carrying  on  hostilities  by  sea, 
and  that  it  was  '^  about  to  be  commanded  by  one  of  the  insur- 
gent agents,  the  same  who  sailed  in  the  Oreto.''  "  The  par- 
ties," he  adds,  "  engaged  in  the  enterprise,  are  persons  well 
known  at  Liverpool  to  be  agents  and  officers  of  the  insurgents 
in  the  United  States,  the  nature  and  extent  of  whose  labors 
are  well  explained  in  the  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  of  one 
of  them,  which  I  received  from  my  government  some  days 
ago,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  to  place  in  your  Lordship's 
hand  on  Thursday  last."  He  now  transmits,  by  way  of  confir- 
mation of  what  he  had  said,  new  evidence  received  from  the 
American  consul  at  Liverpool,  and  begs  that  either  the  pro- 
jected expedition  may  be  stopped,  or  the  fact  be  establidied 
that  its  purpose  is  not  inimical  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Earl  Bussell  replies  (June  25th)  that  the  matter  has  been 
referred  to  the  proper  department  of  the  government,  and 
again,  in  a  note  of  July  4th,  suggests  to  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  be  instructed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  collector  of  customs  there  the  evidence  in  his  pos- 
session relating  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel. 

Meanwhile,  the  Lords  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  "  the 
proper  department  of  the  government,"  as  we  suppose,  re- 
port (July  1st)  that  they  have,  through  the  collector  at  Liver- 
pool, found  the  description  of  the  vessel  to  be  correct,  '^  that  she 
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is  evidently  and  avowedly  intended  for  a  diip  of  war,  that  she 
has  several  powder  canisters  on  board,  but,  as  yet,  neither  guns 
nor  canisters,  that  the  current  report  in  r^ard  to  the  vessel 
is  that  she  has  been  built  by  a  foreign^  government,  which  is 
not  denied  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  with  whom  the  surveyor  has 
conferred ;  but  they  do  not  appear  disposed  to  reply  to  any 
questions  respecting  the  destination  of  the  vessel  after  she 
leaves  Liverpool,  and  the  ofScers  have  no  other  reliable  source 
of  information  on  that  point ;  and,  having  referred  the  matter 
to  [their]  solicitor,  he  has  reported  his  opinion  that  at  present 
there  is  not  sufficient  ground  to  warrant  the  detention  of  the 
vessel  or  any  interference  on  the  part  of  this  department,  in 
which  report  [they]  beg  to  express  [their]  concurrence.*'  To  this 
they  add  the  advice  that  seems  to  have  led  to  Earl  Eussell's 
letter  of  July  4th,  that  the  American  consul  should  submit  his 
evidence  in  regard  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel  to  the  col- 
lector at  Liverpool,  since,  without  foil  evidence  to  justify  their 
proceedings,  "  the  seizing  officers  might  entail  on  themselves 
and  on  the  government  very  serious  consequences." 

The  consul,  under  Mr.  Adams's  direction,  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  this  recommendation,  but  as  he  did  not  affix  to  the 
paper  which  he  submitted  to  the  collector  the  legal  form  of 
evidence,  it  was  rejected.  This  omission  was  afterwards  sup- 
plied. The  evidence  in  the  possession  of  our  minister  and  of 
the  consul  was  submitted  to  a  legal  adviser,  Mr.  E.  P.  Collier, 
Queen's  counsel,  whose  opinion  (given  July  16th)  was,  that 
the  evidence  was  abnost  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  vessel 
being  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate 
government,  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  He  also  advised  that  the  chief  officer  of  cus- 
toms  at  Liverpool  should  be  immediately  applied  to,  in  order 
to  seize  the  vessel,  as  the  said  act  authorized  him  to  do,  with  a 
view  to  her  condemnation,  an  indemnity  being  given  him  if  he 
required  it.  It  would  at  the  same  time  be  proper,  he  thought, 
to  inform  the  foreign  secretary  of  the  fact,  and  to  add  the  re- 
quest that  the  government  would  direct  the  vessel  to  be  seized, 
or  to  ratify  the  seizure,  if  it  had  been  made.  "  If  the  matter 
were  not  urgent,"  says  he,  "  I  would  advise  no  other  steps 
being  taken  until  it  was  known  whether  or  not  the  govem- 
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ment  thought  fit  to  interfere ;  bnt  inasmnch  as  the  govern- 
ment might  not  unreasonably  take  some  little  time  to  deter- 
mine what  coarse  to  pnrsne,  daring  which  time  the  yeseel 
might  escape,  I  advise  the  more  prompt  remedy." 

Mr.  Adams,  feeling  the  urgency  of  the  case,  now  sends  to 
Earl  Russell  copies  of  those  same  depositions  which  the  consul 
had  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  and  two 
days  afterwards — July  24th — submitted  to  him  two  more  depo- 
sitions relating  to  the  same  matter,  together  with  a  second 
opinion  given  by  Mr.  Collier.  This  opinion  contains  the  fol- 
lowing expressions :  ^'  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  collector  of 
customs  would  be  justified  in  detaining  the  vesseL  Indeed,  I 
should  think  that  if  he  allows  the  veesel  to  leave  Liverpool, 
he  will  incur  a  heavy  responsibility, — ^a  responsibility  of  which 
the  board  of  customs,  under  whose  direction  he  appears  to  be 
acting,  must  take  their  share.  It  appears  difiicult  to  make 
out  a  stronger  case  of  infiringement  of  the  foreign  enlistm^it 
act,  which,  if  not  enforced  on  this  occasion,  is  little  better  than 
a  dead  letter.  It  well  deserves  consideration  whether,  if  the 
vessel  be  allowed  to  escape,  the  federal  government  would  not 
have  serious  grounds  of  remonstrance." 

On  the  same  day  that  Mr.  Collier  gave  that  opinion — July 
28d — another  legal  agent  of  Mr.  Adams  writes  to  the  Board  of 
Customs,  and  puts  into  their  hands  two  new  afiidavits,  the 
same  to  which  Mr.  Adams  had  called  Earl  Russell's  attention, 
together  with  Mr.  Collier's  opinion.  He  adds,  that  he  had 
that  morning  learned  that  instructions  were  forwarded  the  day 
before  to  the  coUector  at  Liverpool  not  to  exercise  the  powers 
of  the  act  in  this  instance,  on  the  ground  that  the  facts  dis- 
closed in  the  affidavits  made  before  him  were  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  collector  in  seizing  the  vessel.  He  asks,  on  behalf 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  reconsideration  <^ 
this  matter,  ^'  as  involving  consequences  of  the  greatest  possible 
description,"  and  closes  by  saying  that  the  gunboat  was  now 
lying  in  Birkenhead  docks,  ready  for  sea  in  all  I'espects,  with  a 
crew  of  fifty  men  on  board,  and  might  sail  at  any  time,  for 
which  reason  he  had  sent  the  depositions  directly  to  the  Board 
of  Custom,  instead  of  transmitting  them  according  to  ordinary 
rule  through  the  coUoctor. 
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This  letter  induced  the  Board  of  Oastoine  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  law  offioers  of  the  crown,  whose  opinicm  would  be  fol- 
lowed— ^they  say — as  to  the  matter  of  seizing  the  vessel. 

It  must  have  been  at  this  time  that  the  unfortunate  delay 
occurred,  of  which  Earl  Bussell  spoke  in  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Adams  on  the  1st  of  August.  His  lordship— says  our  min- 
ister— iirst  took  up  the  case  of ''  290  "  (the  Alabama)  ''  and  re- 
marked that  a  delay  in  determining  upon  it  had  most  unex- 
pectedly been  caused  by  the  sudden  development  of  a  malady 
of  the  Queen's  advocate,  Sir  John  Harding,  totally  incapaci- 
tating him  for  business.^  This  had  made  it  necessary  to  call 
in  other  parties,  whose  opinion  had  been  at  last  given  for  the 
detention  of  the  gunboat,  but  before  the  order  got  down  to 
Liverpool  the  vessel  was  gone.  He  should,  however,  send 
directions  to  have  her  stopped  if  she  went,  as  was  probable,  to 
Kassau."  Mr.  Adams  subjoins  these  words :  ^'  I  said  I  was 
aware  that  the  gunboat  was  off,  but  I  did  not  say  what  I  my- 
self have  little  doubt  of,  that  her  sudden  departure  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  notion,  obtained  somehow  or  oth^,  that  such  a 
proceeding  was  impending,  "f 

The  opinion  of  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  was  given 
on  the  29th  of  July  in  iavor  of  detaining  the  vessel,  but  the 
same  day  she  sailed  out  of  Liverpool  without  register  or  clear- 
ance, as  if  on  a  pleasure  trip,  with  the  builders  and  members 
of  their  families,  and  with  other  invited  guests.  Earl  Bussetl, 
in  1864,  referring  to  this  transaction,  quotes  a  passage  firom 
Fullam's  cruise  of  the  Alabama,  to  the  effect  that  the  hasty 
departure  was  due  to  news  received  that  the  customs'  authori- 
ties had  orders  to  board  and  detain  the  vessel  that  morning,  and 
adds  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  that  there  certainly  seemed  to 
have  been  treachery  on  the  part  of  some  one  furnishing  the 
information. 

But  let  us  complete  our  sketch  of  the  course  of  the  priva- 


*  There  seems  to  be  no  doobt  that  this  was  a  yeritable  and  alarming  malady. 

f  Thus  far  we  hare  drawn  from  the  EzeeatiTe  doooments  for  1862-68,  Vol.  1. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  refer  to  the  pages,  which  are  between  the  ]88Ui  and 
168d.  In  the  ensuing  referenoee  we  follow  an  article  of  Mr.  Bemis,  in  the  Sap- 
pUmentto  the  Boston  '*  Daily  Advertiser/*  IlfoTember  11th,  1865. 
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teer.  Towed  down  the  Mersey  by  a  steam  tng,  she  lay  for  a 
while  in  Beaumaris  or  in  Maelfra  Bay,  nntil  the  tug  could  re- 
turn and  bring  out  a  portion  of  the  crew.  The  American 
consul  watched  the  movements,  and  on  the  SOth  of  July  in- 
formed the  chief  o£Scer  of  the  customs  at  Liverpool,  that  the 
Hercules  was  then  at  a  landing  stage,  taking  on  board  men, 
forty  or  fifty  in  number,  beams  evidently  for  gun-carriages,  and 
other  things,  and  that  a  quantity  of  cutlasses  had  been  taken 
on  board  a  few  days  before.  He  says,  also,  that  the  master  of 
the  tug  stated  that  the  gunboat,  which  was  cruising  off  port 
Lynas,  had  six  guns  below  and  was  taking  powder  from  anoth- 
er vessel.  The  surveyor  of  the  port  on  the  same  day  writes  to 
•  the  collector  that  he  visited  the  tug,  and,  although  he  found  no 
guns  or  ammunition  on  board  of  her,  saw  there  a  considerable 
number  of  persons,  male  and  female,  some  of  whom  admitted 
to  him  that  they  were  a  portion  of  the  crew,  and  were  going 
tO'join  the  gunboat.  He  found,  however,  nothing  on  the  tug 
which  could  call  for  the  collector's  interference.  The  captain 
of  the  tug  again  made  affidavit  that  on  this  second  voyage  of 
his  he  took  with  him  from  thirty  to  forty  men,  who,  according 
to  his  belief,  were  to  be  employed  on  board  as  a  part  of  the 
crew.  We  know  from  subsequent  testimony  of  one  who  was 
concerned  in  the  affair,  that  the  men  signed  articles  on  that 
night  of  the  80th.» 

Thns  ^e  have  pursued  the  facts  relating  to  this  '^  fatal  and 
perfidious  bark,"  down  to  the  time  when  she  was  ready  to 
leave  the  nest  where  she  had  been  cherished  and  guarded, 
until  she  was  fledged  and  fitted  to  fiy  abroad.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  she  might  go  into  Queenstown  harbor.  But  no 
message  was  sent  to  seize  her  there  before  July  Slst,  on  which 
same  day  the  collector  of  Liverpool  received  the  empty  order 
to  lay  hands  upon  her,  as  if  it  was  really  thought  she  would 
run  back  into  the  jaws  of  the  lion.  Her  further  progress  has 
no  especial  bearing  on  our  subject.  She  made  for  the  Azores, 
and  at  Terceira  "  was  shortly  joined  by  a  barque,  the  '  Agrip- 


*  Clarence  Yonge,  paymaster  on  the  Alabama,  who  changed  aides,  and  gare 
Mr.  Adams  a  detailed  accouDt  of  the  contract  for  making  the  Tensel,  its  escape, 
and  cmise.    Exec.  Doc.  for  1868-'64.    1.,  24  seq. 
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pina,'  which  had  sailed  from  the  Thames,  with  the  greater 
portion  of  the  privateer's  guns  and  stores  on  board.  The 
barque  discharged  her  cargo  into  the '  290,'  which  was  still 
fljdng  the  British  ensign,  and  when  the  Portuguese  authorities 
interposed,  the  person  Butcher,  it  is  alleged,  represented  his 
vessel  to  be  English,  aiding  the  English  barque,  which,  he  said, 
was  sinking.  Another  vessel  shortly  arrived  from  Liverpool, 
the  steamer  Bahama — conveying  the  Confederate  officer  Cap- 
tain Semmes,  with  Bullock  and  fifty  additional  men,  and  stores 
for  the  privateer.  The  Portuguese  authorities  then  ordered  all 
three  vessels  off,  but  they  merely  went  to  a  secluded  part  of 
the  coast,  and  completed  the  transhipment  of  the  stores.  The 
Bahama  cleared  from  Liverpool  on  the  12th  of  August,  having 
on  board  nineteen  cases,  containing  guns,  guncarriages,  shot, 
rammers,  etc.,  shipped  by  a  firm  of  engineers  and  ironfound- 
ers.  These  cases  were  professedly  shipped  for  Nassau.  After 
the  transfer  of  the  cargo  had  been  concluded,  Semmes  took 
command,  ran  up  the  Confederate  flags  to  the  masthead,  and 
christened  the  new  steamer  the  '  Alabama.'  He  read  to  the 
crew  his  commission  from  Jefferson  Davis,  as  captain,  and 
then  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  explained  the  kind  of  warfare 
he  proposed  to  wage,  and  called  for  volunteers.  One  hundred 
and  ten  of  those  on  board  consented,  and  forty  refused,  return- 
ing in  the  Bahama  to  Liverpool."  Of  those  who  remained,  a 
considerable  part  belonged  to  the  English  naval  reserve,  and 
were  aU  trained  gunners.* 

Of  the  reception  of  the  Alabama  in  the  British  Islands,  and 
of  her  successful  career  of  plunder  and  destniction,  we  do  not 
intend  to  speak.  The  number  and  value  of  her  prizes  may  be 
found,  as  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  diplomatic 
correspondence  for  1866-1867.  (Executive  Documents  1. 
180-192.) 

It  is  plain  on  the  face  of  these  transactions  that  our  govern- 
ment was  not  unreasonable  in  making  complaint  and  demand- 
ing redress.  Nor  was  it  strange,  when  every  steamer  was 
bringing  news  of  the  open  sympathy  of  the  most  influential 

*  From  ftn  extract  f^om  a  pamphlet  published  in  London  entitled  *'  the  Ala- 
bama,''  giyen  in  a  note  of  Mr.  Grosvenor  B.  Lowrey^s  /'Snglish  nentralitj/'  New 
York,  1868. 

VOL.  xvni.  39 
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class  of  society  in  England,  that  the  same  feeling  was  imputed 
to  the  government,  and  that  to  the  connivance  of  the  govern- 
ment was  imputed  the  escape  of  the  Alabama,  as  well  as  many 
other  violations  of  neutrality.  The  aristocracy  seemed  to  us 
to  resemble  "  the  children  of  Edom  in  the  day  of  J^-usalem^  who 
said  raze  it,  raze  it  to  the  foundation  thereof."  The  time  when 
the  '^  290  "  was  getting  ready  for  sea  was  that  in  whidi  news 
reached  England  of  the  ill  success  of  General  McOlellan  before 
Richmond.  The  friends  of  the  Confederate  cause  were  en- 
couraged. In  the  House  of  Commons,  not  less  than  four-fifths 
of  whom  Mr.  Adams  thought,  some  months  afterward,  to  be  no 
well-wishers  to  anything  American,  there  were  motions  looking 
towards  recognition  and  intervention  by  '^  peaceable  means  or 
otherwise."  He  was  assured  that  the  apprehension  of  distress 
and  of  agitation  among  the  laboring  classes,  growing  out  of 
the  failure  of  the  cotton  supply,  might  •*  lead  the  governing 
powers  of  France  and  England  to  some  joint  representation  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  they  being  in  no  con- 
dition to  withstand  any  great  severity  of  pressure  of  this  de- 
scription." 

In  a  ^ord,  the  strong  sympathy  at  this  time  foi^he  Confed- 
ersLtes,  the  iU  success  of  our  armies,  the  great  desire  for  indus- 
trial reasons  to  have  the  war  come  to  a  speedy  end,  are  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  a  failure  of  the  British  Government  to  do 
its  duties  of  neutrality ,  if  any  such  failure  can  be  made  out  on 
probable  evidence  to  have  existed.  The  delay  and  reluctance 
to  detain  the  vessel  are  thus  readily  explained,  and  an  inten- 
tion not  to  do  right  runs  prima  facte  through  all  the  proceed- 
ings. 

But  was  there  a  failure  of  that  government  to  do  its  duties  of 
neutrality?  Here  two  questions  meet  us.  Could  the  vessel 
have  been  stopped  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment 
act,  and  was  there  sufficient  ground  for  the  government  to  in- 
tervene according  to  the  law  of  nations.  To  us  it  is  of  minor 
importance  what  the  enlistment  act  requires  or  forbids ;  the 
main  point  is  what  international  law  requires  or  forbids  to  be 
done.  Suppose  that  there  had  been  no  enlistment  act,— and  the 
present  act  bearing  that  name  was  not  passed  until  near  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  George  HI., — and  that  there  were  no  pro- 
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0668  known  to  Engligh  law  by  which  certam  infractions  of  the 
rights  of  neutrals  could  be  reached,  would  that  defect  of  the 
law  shut  neutrals  off  from  complaint  and  claim  of  reparation  } 
Certainly  not.  The  object  of  the  enlistment  act,  and  of  our 
earlier  neutrality  acts,  was  to  defend  the  law  of  nations  by  the 
law  of  the  State,  to  protect  other  States  from  being  wronged 
by  private  persons  enjoying  the  protection  of  the  government, 
and  to  prevent  collisions  of  States  with  one  another,  which  would 
be  sure  to  arise,  unless  civil  law  and  the  courts  were  constitu- 
ted the  guardians  of  that  law  between  States,  which  must  other- 
wise rely  on  armed  force  alone  for  its  conservation.  When  a 
nation  receives  injuries  from  subjects  of  another,  it  needs  not 
to  stop  and  ask  whether  those  subjects  are  violating  the  laws  of 
their  own  State ;  if  they  are  committing  a  breach  of  interna- 
tional law  that  is  ground  enough  for  reclamation  and  demand 
of  redress. 

Thus  the  principle  is  logically  necessary  that  no  nation  can 
be  excused  for  any  international  injnry  committed  within  its 
jurisdiction  by  the  plea  that  its  municipal  law  is  defective. 
"  That  is  your  own  affair,"  would  be  the  just  reply  to  such  a 
plea  ;  "  it  is  your  duty  to  have  eflScient  laws,  but  whether  they 
are  eflScient  or  ineflScient,  or  if  you  have  no  law  at  all,  it  is  all 
one  to  us  who  are  injured.  We  are  wronged,  and  under  the 
law  of  all  Christendom  which  you  and  we  profess  to  obey,  we 
demand  some  kind  of  reparation.'' 

This  view  of  duty  has  governed  the  United  States.  Before 
the  law  of  1Y94  had  been  passed,  and  in  the  very  infancy  of  the 
government.  President  Washington  declared  in  a  proclamation 
tiiat  he  had  given  instructions  to  those  officers  to  whom  it  be- 
longed, to  cause  prosecutions  to  be  instituted  against  all  per- 
sons who  should,  within  the  cognizance  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  violate  the  law  of  nations  with  respect  to  the 
I)ower8  at  war  or  any  of  them.  Shortly  after,  on  the  represen- 
tation of  the  British  Minister  at  Washington,  that  the  Little 
Sarah  was  fitting  out  as  a  French  privateer,  she  was  seized,  and 
being  found  to  contain  a  suspicious  armament,  was  prevented 
from  sailing.  A  number  of  prizes  were  restored  to  their 
owners  on  proof  that  the  capturing  vessels  had  been  fitted  out 
in  the  United  States.    The  governors  of  the  States  were  called 
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upon  to  arrest  yeeeels  about  to  depart.  These  are  but  a  specimen 
of  what  was  done  in  a  country  without  precedents  to  be  follow- 
ed, and  guided  by  views  of  international  obligation.  The  neu- 
trality acts  of  1796  and  of  1818  grew  out  of  this  feeling  ;  and, 
when  in  1823  the  repeal  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was 
moved  by  Lord  Althorpe  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Oan- 
ning  could  say,  ^^  if  I  wished  for  a  guide  in  the  system  of 
neutrality  I  should  take  that  laid  down  by  America  in  the  days 
of  the  Presidency  of  Washington  and  the  Secretaryship  of 
Jeflferson.'^* 

Kor  was  there  in  this  anything  supererogatory  on  the  part 
of  our  government.  It  is  believed  that  international  law  has 
a  right  to  demand  for  every  independent  State  such  protection* 
If  we  cannot  say  that  whatever  a  State  could  not  do  without 
placing  itself  in  a  hostile  attitude  it  could  not  allow  a  private 
person  within  its  jurisdiction  to  do,  we  may  say  thus  much  : 
that  no  act  can  be  permitted  or  overlooked,  by  which  a  private 
person  procures  for  a  belligerent  either  men  or  vessels  intend- 
ed for  the  service  of  war.  In  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the 
law  of  nations,  a  neutral  may  perhaps  shut  its  eyes  to  the  con- 
veyance of  contraband  articles  as  a  matter  of  trade,  but  even 
such  connivance  is  a  refusal  to  prevent  unneutral  acts  and  an  in- 
direct administering  of  fuel  to  the  flames  of  war.  Beyond  this, 
to  act  as  an  agent  of  a  belligerent,  to  make  a  ship  of  war  or 
transport,  to  enlist  men  to  serve  in  his  army  or  navy,  this  is  so 
palpable  an  identification  of  neutral  subjects  with  the  belliger- 
ent, that  it  is  the  obvious  duty  of  neutral  States  to  prevent  it 
and  to  punish  it,  as  truly  as  it  is  their  duty  to  pnnish  plots  con- 
cocted within  their  borders  to  assassinate  a  foreign  sovereign. 
And  this  is  a  duty  prior  to  any  law  passed  to  that  effect,  a  duty 
which  demands  that  laws  be  made  to  enforce  its  fulfillment 

An  extract  or  two  will  show  that  this  doctrine,  drawn  from 
the  nature  of  neutrality  itself,  has  been  current  among  the 
modern  writers  on  the  law  of  nations.  £liiber  uses  such  lan- 
guage as  this :  ''  A  neutral  State  is  neither  judge  nor  party.  It 
is  obligated,  not  only  to  allow  itself  and  its  subjects  to  commit 

*  See  Phillimore  iii,  §  147,  Twiss  RighU  and  Doties  in  War,  §  281,  and  Mr. 
Lowrey*!  Pamphlet,  p.  12  teq. 
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no  act,  the  aim  of  which  is  to  fa^or  or  support  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerents in  their  undertakings,  but  also  to  endure  a  violation 
of  its  neutrality  from  no  belligerent  power.  A  violation  of 
complete  neutrality  on  the  neutral  State's  part  would  accord- 
ingly be  not  only  every  sort  of  assistance  in  war  or  allowance 
of  the  same  to  its  subjects — as,  for  instance,  that  they  should 
serve  one  of  the  belligerents  as  privateers — but  also  every  vol- 
untary concession  to  one  of  the  belligerents  to  make  immediate 
use  of  its  lands  and  seas  for  purposes  of  hostility." 

Dr.  Wheaton,in  referring  to  the  right  asserted  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  France  of  arming  and  equipping  vessels  of  war  and  of 
enlisting  men  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  being 
a  neutral  nation,  thus  speaks :  ^^  examining  this  question  under 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  general  usage  of  mankind,  the 
American  Government  produced  proofs,  from  the  most  enlight- 
ened and  approved  writers  on  the  subject,  that  a  neutral  nation 
must  in  respect  to  war,  observe  an  exact  impartiality  towards 
the  belligerent  parties  ;  that  favors  to  the  one,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  other,  would  import  a  fraudulent  neutrality  of  which  no 
nation  would  be  the  dupe ;  that  no  succor  ought  to  be  given  to 
either,  unless  stipulated  by  treaty,  in  men,  arms,  or  anything 
else  directly  serving  the  war  ;  that  the  right  of  raising  troops 
being  one  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  consequently  apper- 
taining exclusively  to  the  nation  itself,  no  foreign  power  can 
levy  men  within  the  territory  without  its  consent ;  that,  finally, 
the  treaty  of  1Y78,  making  it  unlawful  for  the  enemies  of 
France  to  arm  in  the  United  States,  could  not  be  construed 
afiirmatively  into  a  permission  to  the  French  to  arm  in  those 
ports,  the  treaty  being  express  as  to  the  prohibition,  but  silent 
as  to  the  permission." 

We  only  add  a  citation  from  Dr.  Phillimore's  work  bearing 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  nation  for  acts  done  within  its  terri- 
tory. "  The  maxim  adverted  to  in  a  former  volume  of  this 
work,  is  sound,  viz. :  that  a  ^td,\^\%  prima  facie  responsible  for 
whatever  is  done  within  its  jurisdiction,  for  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed  to  be  capable  of  preventing  or  punishing  offenses,  com- 
mitted within  its  boundaries.  A  body  politic  is  therefore 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  individuals,  which  are  acts  of  actual 
meditated  hostility  towards  a  nation,  with  which  the  govem- 
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ment  of  these  subjects  professes  to  maintain  relations  of  friend- 
ship or  neutrality.  *  (htlpa  caret  qui  seU  sed  prohibere  nan 
fot6%i^  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Roman  law  ;  but  such  an  avowal, 
actual  or  constructive,  on  the  part  of  the  unintentionally 
injuring,  State  justifies  the  injured  State  in  exercising,  if  it 
can,  that  jurisdiction  by  foreign  force  which  ought  to  be,  but 
cannot  be  exercised  by  domestic  law."* 

We  are  aware  that  the  views  of  the  duties  of  neutrals  are 
somewhat  modified  in  modem  times,  that,  for  instance,  of  old 
to  allow  a  belligerent  to  enlist  troops  within  the  neutral's  terri- 
tory, if  the  same  privil^e  was  granted  to  both  adversaries,  was 
not  held  to  be  a  participation  in  the  war  ;  while  now  complete 
separation  from  all  aid  to  either  of  the  hostile  parties  is  consid- 
ered obligatory.  Perhaps,  owing  to  this  change  in  the  views 
of  neutral  duty,  as  consisting  not  in  impartiality,  but  in  stand- 
ing entirely  aside,  nations  differ  somewhat  in  their  feel- 
ings; those  which,  have  generally  been  neutral  may  have  a 
nicer  sense  of  what  is  right  than  those  which  have  waged  the 
great  historic  wars  of  modem  times  ;  but  the  tendency  seems  to 
be  as  we  have  represented  it.  And  this  is  a  tendency  towards 
righteousness  and  peace.  Moreover,  the  neutrals  have  gained 
vastly  by  modem  .law  in  the  security  of  their  maritime  com- 
merce ;  why  should  not  with  these  privileges  the  definiteness 
of  the  line  of  their  duties  increase  also  ? 

The  English  enlistment  act,  although  less  stringent  than  our 
neutrality  laws,  was  intended  to  protect  the  law  of  nations  and 
generaUy  serves  that  purpose.  Let  us  now  see  whether  there 
was  good  ground  under  that  act,  and  according  to  the  spirit  of 
international  law,  in  detaining  and  trying  ^^  No.  290,"  and  also 
whether  the  English  Government  seems  to  have  done  its 
duty. 

Fimt^  the  Oreto  had  left  the  port  of  Liverpool,  not  six  months 
before  this  gunboat  went  to  sea,  and  appeared  on  the  ocean  as 
a  Confederate  privateer.  There  were  men  who  could  be  shown 
to  be  in  all  probability  agents  of  the  same  parties,  and  inter- 
cepted letters  proved  an  intention  to  procure  vessels  from  Eng- 
land in  order  to  prey  on  our  commerce. 

*  See  Morstadt's  Eluber,  §  284  ;  Wheaton's  Elemeots,  g  425  (part  4,  chap.  8, 
g  6);  PhiUimore's  Ck>minent,  vol.  8,  §§  148,  149. 
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Secandlyj  the  Alabama,  as  we  will  call  it  by  prolepeis,  was 
being  built,  as  the  Lairds  admitted,  by  a  foreign  govemment^ — 
not  by  themselveB  as  a  commercial  adventnre,  which  the  act 
did  not  forbid — and  they  were  indisposed  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions respecting  the  destination  of  the  vessel  after  she  should 
leave  the  port  of  Liverpool.  They  did  not  attempt  to  disguise 
what  was  most  apparent,  that  she  was  intended  for  a  ship  of 
war. 

Was  not  the  probability  greatly  heightened  by  these  admis- 
sions, that  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  hostile  expedition }  Why 
conceal  the  fact  that  a  ship  of  war  was  built  for  a  government 
at  peace  with  mankind,  and  why  not  even  swear  to  it,  if  such 
were  in  reality  the  fact  ? 

Thirdly  J  the  evidence  submitted  to  Mr.  Adams's  counsel  led 
him  to  advise  an  application  to  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  that 
the  vessel  should  be  seized.  The  position  was  almost  conclu- 
sive to  his  mind  that  she  was  being  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  for 
the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government. 

And  again,  in  an  opinion  given  seven  days  afterward  on  new 
evidence,  he  thinks  that  a  stronger  case  of  infringement  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  could  with  diflSculty  be  made  out.  It 
is  little  better  than  a  dead  letter,  he  says,  if  this  vessel  can 
escape.  He  thinks  that  in  such  a  case  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment would  have  serious  grounds  for  remonstrance. 

FburtKly^  there  was  direct  evidence  given  by  at  least  one 
person  that  the  Alabama  was  going  out  as  a  Confederate 
privateer.  William  Passmore,  who  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sum- 
ner in  his  speech,  and  whose  name  appears  among  those 
whose  aflBdavits  were  submitted  by  our  minister  to  Mr.  Collier, 
swore  that  he  was  engaged  to  go  with  the  vessel  on  her 
cruise,  and  was  distinctly  told  by  the  captain  that  the  ship  was 
to  fight  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  The  elder 
Laird,  the  member  of  Parliament,  in  a  speech  delivered  at 
Liverpool  in  October,  1863,  refers  to  this  testimony  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  Does  any  shipowner  present  believe,  or  any 
man  connected  with  shipping,  that  the  captain  of  a  vessel, 
supposed  to  be  going  upon  an  extraordinary  voyage,  would  go 
and  tell  a  man  who  appears  to  have  been  a  hired  agent  or  spy 
of  a  certain  gentleman  in  London  ?    Would  the  captain  of  a 
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ship  on  such  an  expedition  go  and  tell  a  common  sailor,  at  the 
sailor's  home,  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  his  intentions  regarding 
the  ship  ?'*  And  then  he  quotes  the  solicitor  general  as  saying, 
in  a  speech  delivered  some  months  before,  that  "  of  the  six 
depositions  transmitted  on  the  22d  of  July,  only  one  was  good 
for  anything  at  all,  viz. :  the  evidence  of  a  person  named 
Passraore,  which  was  suflScient  to  prove  the  material  facts. 
Two  more  were  sent,  corroborating  Passmore,  on  the  24th,  and 
were  received  by  Earl  Russell  on  the  26th."  To  which  Laird 
adds,  "  Passmore  was  the  man  who  made  the  afiSdavit  tiiat  he 
was  told  by  the  captain  where  the  ship  was  to  go.  I  don't 
believe  him,  and  he  must  have  got  up  the  evidence  for  the 
occasion."  The  solicitor  evidently  regards  the  testimony  of 
this  man  and  of  two  others  as  important,  and  Laird  rebuts  it 
by  charging  him  with  a  falsehood,  on  the  ground  that  a  cap- 
tain bound  on  such  a  business  would  not  have  been  such  a  fool 
as  to  admit  him  into  his  secrets.  Very  well,  but  there  the 
testimony  was,  and,  until  it  could  be  shown  to  be  false  on  the 
trial  of  the  vessel  after  seizure,  it  was  good  ground  for  the 
action  of  the  government. 

But  the  government  at  length  admitted  that  there  was  good 
ground  for  detaining  the  vessel  by  sending  orders  to  that  effect. 
What  shall  be  said  of  the  delay  before  such  action  was  taken, 
but  that  the  government  was  responsible  for  its  consequences  ! 
No  reason  has  been  given  which  justifies  such  delay.  The 
evidence  was  in  a  nut  shell.  The  ship  was  known  to  be 
almost  ready  to  sail.  If  the  Queen's  advocate  was  too  ill  to 
give  advice,  new  counsel  could  be  employed.  The  Board  of 
Customs  resolved  so  to  do  on  the  25th  of  July.  CJould  not  an 
opinion  have  been  reached  in  a  few  hours  ?  It  looks  to  per- 
sons at  this  distance  Irom  the  transaction  as  if  cowardice  or 
indifference,  reluctance  to  detain  the  ship  in  the  face  of  a 
strong  public  sentiment,  or  regardlessness  of  the  interests  of  a 
friendly  state,  if  not  willingness  that  its  commerce  should 
suffer,  had  seized  upon  those  whose  business  it  was  to  act  with 
promptitude  and  vigor. 

But  how  far  does  the  fact  that  no  armament  was  taken  on 
board  in  English  territory  affect  the  question  ?  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  said  in  Parliament,  that  he  had  great  doubts  whether,  if 
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the  Alabama  had  been  seized,  there  woald  not  have  been  a  lia- 
bility for  considerable  damages  on  accotmt  of  the  seiznre. 
"  It  is  generally  known  that  she  sailed  from  this  country  un- 
armed, and  not  properly  fitted  out  for  war,  and  that  she  re- 
ceived her  armament,  equipment,  and  crew  in  a  foreign  port. 
Therefore  whatever  suspicions  we  may  have  had — and  they 
were  well  founded,  as  it  afterwards  turned  out — as  to  the  in- 
tended destination  of  the  vessel,  her  condition  at  that  time 
would  not  have  justified  a  seizure."  To  this  it  might  be  re- 
plied, that  the  orders  for  her  detention  were  based  not  on  her 
having  an  armament  on  board,  but  on  one  or  more  persons 
having  been  enlisted  with  the  understanding  that  she  was  to 
be  a  Confederate  privateer.  Moreover,  such  an  evasion  of  the 
law  is  manifestly  possible  in  every  similar  case.  Ought  the 
aggrieved  nation  to  forbear  complaining  and  demanding  re- 
dress, because  the  law  was  a  dead  letter,  and  the  government 
could  be  so  easily  cajoled  f  Suppose  the  captain  of  the  vessel 
had  published  in  the  newspapers  that  the  gunboat  belonged  to 
the  Confederate  States,  that  it  was  to  go  out  of  English  waters 
unarmed,  and  to  take  guns  and  ammunition  on  board  in  a  for- 
eign port,  or,  if  worse  came  to  worse,  on  the  sea ;  suppose  he 
had  invited  the  Board  of  Customs  to  take  a  pleasure  excursion 
to  Beaumaris  Bay, — her  condition  under  such  circumstances 
would  have  been  precisely  that  which  it  was,  when,  as 
Lord  Palmerston  said,  it  would  not  have  justified  a  seizure. 
If  this  be  so,  the  neutral  has  no  redress  under  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain  for  any  depredations  on  his  commerce :  only 
have  a  rendezvous  for  two  or  three  vessels  in  some  place  like 
the  Azores,  where  there  is  no  danger  from  the  public  authori- 
ties, and  you  may  do  what  you  wiU. 

We  forbear  to  add  that  when  the  bird  had  flown,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  government,  under  circumstances  which  confirmed 
the  more  than  suspicions  of  its  destination,  to  send  out  a  swift 
steamer  in  pursuit.  This  was  talked  of,  but  never,  if  we  are 
well  informed,  was  it  carried  out. 

In  a  letter  to  Earl  Kussell  of  October  23d,  1863,  Mr.  Adams 
uses  this  language :  "  That  this  vessel  was  built  with  the  intent 
to  make  war  against  the  United  States  by  British  subjects  in  a 
British  port,  and  that  she  was  prepared  there  to  be  armed  and 
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equipped  with  a  Bpedfic  armament  adapted  toheroonstmction 
for  the  very  pmpode  she  ifl  now  pm^uing,  does  not  appear  to 
[the  United  States]  to  admit  of  dispute.  Furthermore,  it  is 
sufficiently  established  that  when  this  vessel  was  ready,  and 
her  armament  and  equipment  were  equally  ready,  she  was  clan- 
destinely sent,  by  the  contrivance  of  her  British  holders,  and 
the  armament  and  equipment  were  at  the  same  time  clandea* 
tinely  sent,  through  the  contrivance  of  the  same  or  other 
British  subjects  who  prepared  them,  to  a  common  point  out- 
side of  the  British  waters,  and  there  the  armament  and  equip- 
ment of  this  vessel  as  a  warship  were  completed." 

^•From  a  review  of  these  circumstances,  the  United  States 
understand  that  the  building,  armament,  equipment,  and[ezpe- 
dition  of  this  vessel  carried  with  it  one  single  criminal  intent, 
running  equally  through  all  the  portions  of  this  preparation, 
fully  complete  and  executed  when  the  gunboat.  No.  290,  took 
the  name  of  the  Alabama ;  and  that  this  intent  brought  the 
whole  transaction,  in  all  its  several  parts  here  recited,  within 
the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  where  the  main  por- 
tions of  the  crime  were  planned  and  executed." 

He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  the  United  States  gave  due 
notice  of  this  criminal  enterprise  to  the  British  government, 
and  that  if  they  had  acted  with  the  required  energy,  the  whole 
scheme  must  have  been  frustrated.  This  country,  then,  "  can- 
not consider  the  justice  of  their  claim  for  reparation  liable  to 
be  affected  by  any  circumstances  connected  with  the  mere 
forms  of  proceedings,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which  are 
exclusively  within  her  own  control"  He  adds,  "  that  he  is  in- 
structed to  say  that  his  government  must  continue  to  insist 
that  Great  Britain  has  made  itself  responsible  for  the  damages 
which  the  peaceful,  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  United  States 
sustain  by  the  depredations  of  the  vessel  called  the  Alabama." 

These  are  words  which  have  not  yet  lost  their  power.  And 
in  reading  them,  as  well  as  many  other  papers  from  the  same 
hand,  written  about  the  same  time,  one  cannot  help  entertain- 
ing high  respect  for  the  minister,  who  never  lost  his  patience 
nor  his  temper,  who  maintained  the  dignity  of  his  country 
with  a  noble  calmness,  and,  when  he  was  forced  to  feel  indig- 
nation, confined  it  within  those  bounds  which  were  prescribed 
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by  the  great  eauBe  which  he  repreeented,  and  by  the  trying 
circumBtances  in  which  he  was  placed.  Would  that  all  our 
statesmen  could  thus  govern  themselves  I 

We  have  finished  our  work,  and  have  no  intention  to  discuss 
the  question,  What  ought  now  to  be  done  I  It  is  a  pity  that 
the  recognition  of  the  belligerency  of  the  Confederates  was 
ever  mixed  up  with  that  of  the  Alabama  claims.  But  when 
the  policy  of  the  government  was  changed,  and  a  treaty  sub- 
mitting this  simple  question  to  arbitration  was  made,  it  is  a 
greater  pity  that  it  was  rejected  by  an  almost  unanimous 
Senate.  For  what  is  to  come  next  i  Shall  we  go  to  war  ?  On 
what  pretext,  when  the  adverse  party  is  willing  to  have  the  dif- 
ferences settled  amicably — and  at  what  cost?  Shall  Mr. 
Sunmer's  position  be  accepted,  and  England  be  called  upon  to 
pay  damages  for  every  possible  result  of  the  first  step  which 
she  took  at  the  beginning  of  the  war — ^we  ought  rather,  if  we 
take  this  position,  to  say,  before  the  war  ?  But  neither  will 
she  nor  ought  she  to  think  of  this ;  and  we  may  be  sure  that 
such  a  claim  will  be  scouted  at  and  laughed  at  everywhere  in 
all  impartial  countries.  Shall  we  return  on  our  steps  and  make 
a  new  treaty  on  the  basis  of  the  one  just  rejected  ?  But  that 
will  involve  a  loss  of  national  character.  We  shall  seem  to 
have  acted  like  children.  Shall  we  let  the  matter  drag  along, 
to  be  settled  some  ten  years  hence  ?  But  we  may  be  sure  that 
better  terms  will  never  be  obtained  than  we  n^ght  have  now, 
unless,  indeed,  the  mean  policy  be  in  contemplation  of  waiting 
for  some  time  of  public  distress  in  Great  Britain,  and  screwing 
our  claims,  just  or  unjudt,  out  of  her  necessities.  We  make  no 
reply  to  these  questions  of  our  own  asking.  Being  inopes 
consUii  ourselves,  we  offer  no  counsel  to  the  country,  and  are 
only  sorry  that  those  who  are  responsible  for  counsel  did  not 
look  before  they  leaped. 

And  now,  in  closing  our  remarks,  we  wish  to  express  our 
regret  that  what  we  have  said  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
views  of  a  man  whom  we  esteem  and  honor.  Mr.  Sumner  is 
a  highly  ethical  man,  he  is  a  peace-loving  man,  he  is  one  of  the 
best  informed  men  we  have  ever  had  in  the  United  States,  he 
has  rendered  many  and  varied  services  to  the  country,  he  has 
endured,  in  maintaining  a  righteous  cause,  what  public  men 
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rarely  •endure.  That  he  desires  a  protracted  quarrel  between 
our  country  and  Great  Britain,  we  cannot  for  a  moment  be- 
lieve. His  suggestions,  false  as  they  appear  to  us,  do  him 
credit,  for  it  seems  to  his  fervid  soul  that  Great  Britain  in  our 
contest  had  a  direct  complicity  with  slavery.  We  cannot  sus- 
pect him  of  political  management,  for  he  is  a  scholar  and  an 
orator  rather  than  a  manager.  "We  shall  not  cease  to  hold  him 
in  honor,  although  we  think  that  he  has  chosen,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Alabama  claims,  an  imtenable  and  an  unwise  position. 


Though  we  disclaim  the  intention  of  giving  counsel  in  re- 
gard to  the  negotiations  with  which  Mr.  Motley  is  entrusted, 
we  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  present  moment  seems  to 
us  to  be  the  very  best  opportunity  for  the  two  countries  to 
settle  some  points  touching  neutral  rights  for  the  future.  To 
do  this  is  for  the  highest  interests  of  both  nations ;  it  would  be 
honorable  for  both,  and  humiliating  to  neither !  The  English 
may  be  assured  that,  whatever  becomes  of  the  Alabama  claims, 
the  memory  among  us  of  what  they  felt  and  allowed  in  the 
late  rebellion  will  not  soon  sleep,  if  things  remain  as  they  are ; 
and  that  the  next  war,  in  which  they  become  involved,  will  see 
more  than  one  Alabama  issuing  from  our  ports  to  rob  and  bum 
their  shipping.*  The  United  States  on  their  part  need  and  de- 
mand some  assurance  that  the  present  loose  practice  in  respect 
to  neutrality  will  not  be  persisted  in  hereafter.  Nor  is  it  well 
for  us— either  for  our  character  or  prosperity — to  chew  the  cud 
of  wrath  and  brood  over  supposed  wrongs.  It  is  far  more  im- 
portant to  agree  on  general  rules  for  the  future  than  to 
determine  how  the  claims  for  damages  not  exceeding,  at 
the  utmost,  a  few  millions  of  pounds,  are  to  be  adjusted.  We 
write  this  in  the  interests  of  lasting  peace,  and  in  the  belief 
that  the  present  system  of  rules  in  regard  to  contraband  is 
wholly  wrong.  War  now,  to  no  small  an  extent,  is  carried  on 
by  neutrals  and  for  neutrals :  they  are  the  capitalists  in  the 
workshop  of  death.  Let  the  countries  agree  by  treaty  that 
hereafter,  when  either  is  a  belligerent,  no  ships  of  use  for  the 
purposes  of  war  shall  be  built  in  and  sail  from  the  ports  of  the 
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other,  being  a  neutral,  without  heavy  bonds  given  by  the  par- 
ties interested  restraining  such  vessels  to  an  innocent  employ- 
ment. Let  blockade  running  and  the  export  of  contraband 
articles  be  placed  under  similar  restrictions.  Let  a  trade  more 
bloody  than  the  slave  trade  be  stopped,  as  far  as  law  and 
police  can  stop  it.  When  it  is  once  expressed  in  honest  trea- 
ties that  such  trade  is  to  be  frowned  upon,  the  future  of  the 
world  will  be  more  hopeftil. 
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abtiolb  vn.— notices  of  new  books. 

[On  Boooant  of  deUy  in  the  prinimg  office  a  large  number  of  notiees  of  import- 
ant books  are  deferred  to  the  next  number.] 

mOGBiiPHICAL. 

Life  op  Db.  Samubl  Millbb.* — The  author  of  these  volumes, 
so  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  examination  of  their  pages,  seems 
to  have  had  two  objects  in  view  in  presenting  them  to  the  public. 
The  first  was  to  give  a  biographical  sketch  of  his  honored  father ; 
the  second  to  do  what  he  could,  in  a  side  way,  to  prevent  the  re- 
union of  the  two  branches  of  the  PresbTterian  Church.  If  the  pub- 
lication had  been  delayed  two  or  three  months,  the  size  and  con- 
sequently the  expense  of  the  book  might  have  been  diminished, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  greater  unity  in  the  design  would  have 
been  secured.  As  the  vote  in  the  Old  School  General  Assembly 
against  the  proposed  reunion  was  only  five,  as  compared  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  or  more,  in  its  favor,  we  can  hardly  avoid  the 
feeling  that  the  delay  would  have  been  a  decided  gain  on  the 
whole ;  but,  as  the  author  has  doubtless  satisfied  his  own  con- 
science, and  as  the  five  brethren  need  all  the  support  which  can  be 
afforded  from  any  source,  we  are  not  disposed  to  indst  too  ear- 
nestly upon  this  point. 

The  subject  of  the  biography,  as  the  title  indicates,  is  the  late 
Dr.  Miller,  who  was  for  more  than  thirty  years  a  professor  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton  and  who  ought  to  be  regardedi 
i^s  truly  perhaps  as  any  other  man,  as  the  originator  of  that  Insti- 
tution. Nineteen  years  have  elapsed  since  his  death,  but  only  at 
this  late  day  has  any  record  of  his  life  been  given  to  the  world. 
The  reasons  for  so  long  a  postponement  of  the  work  are  not  very 
clearly  made  known  ;  but  it  is  well  that  men  as  prominent  and 
useful  as  he  was  should  be  commemorated,  even  if  it  be  after  an- 
other generation  has  come  forward  upon  the  stage  of  action.     We 

*  Tfu  Ufi  of  Samuel  Miller,  D,  />.,  LL,  D,,  Second  Profeeeor  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary  of  the  Preehyterian  Church  at  Princeton,  New  Jereey,  By 
SA.MUKL  MiLLSB.  Philadelphia:  Clazton,  Remson^and  Haffelfinger,  1S69.  12mo. 
2  vols.,  pp.  881,  562. 
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are  glad  to  see  the  book,  and  we  have  read  it  with  rnnoh  interest. 
Dr.  Miller  was  not  a  man  of  brilliant  or  great  powers,  as  his  son, 
the  author  of  these  volumes,  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  writers  whose 
opinions  are  cited  by  him,  admit.  Yet  he  had  a  good  mind,  sonnd 
and  well-balanced,  thoroughly  under  his  control,  inspired  by  more 
than  ordinary  enthusiasm,  and  supplied  with  more  learning  than 
most  of  the  men  who  surrounded  him.  By  constant  and  methodi* 
cal  working,  he  became  prominent  in  his  denomination  as  a  scholar 
in  the  ecclesiastical  field.  He  was  a  writer  of  reputation,  particu- 
larly in  respect  to  subjects  connected  with  his  department,  and 
was  regarded  by  his  Presbyterian  brethren  as  an  authority  of  much 
weight  Even  to  extreme  age  he  was  constantly  active  with  his 
pen,  having  published  his  last  work  when  he  was  seventy-nine  years 
old.  He  discharged  all  the  duties  of  his  professorship  almost  to  the 
very  close  of  life,  and  was  removed  by  death  while  still  retaining 
the  fullness  of  his  powers.  But  it  was  in  his  character  that  he 
seems  to  have  stood  preeminent.  The  graduates  of  the  Seminary, 
and  the  leading  men  of  the  Old  School  body  in  general,  looked 
upon  him  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  goodnesa  His  pupils  remem. 
bered  him  in  after  years  with  the  utmost  reverence,  esteeming  it  as 
one  of  the  privileges  of  their  early  life  that  they  were  brought  un- 
der his  influence.  Their  praises  of  him  in  this  respect,  as  given  in 
the  Biography,  are  almost  unmeasured.  The  record  of  such  a  life 
can  scarcely  fail  to  be  interesting  and  useful  to  many  who  read  it 
attentively.  In  the  limits  of  a  brief  notice  of  such  a  book,  it  is  im- 
possible to  review  the  narrative  or  call  attention  to  the  events 
which  are  recounted.  We  only  propose  to  suggest  one  or  two 
points  which  have  occurred  to  us,  and  then  to  commend  to  our 
readers  the  perusal  of  the  volumes,  if  they  desire  to  know  the  his- 
tory of  this  distinguished  divine. 

Dr.  Miller  was  a  mui  of  much  larger  spirit  than  most  of  his  Old 
School  contemporaries  in  the  great  conflict  which  divided  the 
Presbyterian  body  thirty  years  ago.  The  story  of  his  life,  during 
the  period  which  immediately  preceded  the  disruption,  shows 
clearly  that  he  did  not  sympathize  with  the  extremists  of  his  party. 
The  right  of  private  judgment  was  a  right  which  he  respected. 
The  possibility  of  differing  on  minor  points,  and  yet  of  being  with, 
in  the  bounds  of  the  orthodox  faith,  was  a  possibility  which  he 
fully  acknowledged.  To  the  last  moment,  he  resisted  the  course 
of  those  who  were  willing  to  cast  off  not  only  all  New  England 
Congregationalists  of  a  more  liberal  character,  but  all  New  School 
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men  in  his  own  branch  of  the  Church.  We  cannot  help  believing 
that,  if  his  counsels  could  have  been  followed  throughout  the  whole 
crisis,  the  disgraceful  scenes  of  1837-8  would  have  been  avoided. 
True  it  is,  indeed,  that  he  finally  united  himself  with  the  more 
violent  partisans,  and  acted  wholly  on  their  aide.  But  the 
yielding,  at  last,  was  only  the  yielding  of  a  more  generous  mind, 
overborne  by  the  almost  resistless  force  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
and  compelled,  as  it  were,  to  contradict  the  nobler  utterances  of 
former  years.  The  change  which  came  over  him  and  his  associates 
in  the  seminary,  according  to  the  statements  of  Dr.  S.  J.  Baird  and 
the  hints  which  are  found  even  in  these  volumes,  was  not  brought 
about  altogether  in  the  noblest  way — yet  as  for  Dr.  Miller  at  least, 
for  he  alone  is  the  subject  of  this  book,  we  are  willing  to  regard 
it,  for  the  sake  of  his  Christian  charity  so  often  manifested,  as  the 
change  of  a  man  who  was  as  little  conscious  of  the  less  worthy  in- 
fluences as  was  possible.  The  fact  of  the  case  was  that  no  man 
could  be  a  prominent  leader  in  the  Old  School  body,  after  a  cer- 
tain time,  without  uniting  his  voice  with  the  extreme  and  anath- 
ematizing party  ;  and  the  Princeton  gentlemen  succumbed  to  the 
necessities  of  the  crisis,  rather  than  lose  their  positions  or  abandon 
the  old  views.  It  is  a  little  remarkable,  that  when,  in  the  progress 
of  time,  the  Presbyterian  body  has  come  to  a  reunion,  the  succes- 
sors of  those  gentlemen  have  opposed  it  to  the  last  moment,  and 
then  have  yielded  to  a  necessity  upon  the  other  side.  There  is 
nothing  more  lamentable  in  such  violent  movements,  as  that  in 
1837  to  which  we  allude,  than  the  Mling  of  men  like  this  honored 
servant  of  God,  who  have  stood  firm  for  a  while  in  their  large- 
heartedness  and  conciliatory  spirit.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  so  many  of  them  are  unable  to  endure  the  pressure 
which  comes  at  the  final  moment,  or  to  oppose  the  furious  onset 
of  other  men  who  are  as  bold  as  they  are  narrow-minded. 

Dr.  Miller,  it  may  be  remarked  again,  was  a  man  of  a  former  gene- 
ration in  his  manner  and  style  of  character,  as  well  as  the  time  in 
which  he  lived.  The  reader  will  not  fail  to  be  interested  in  olv, 
serving  the  change  which  has  come  upon  society,  as  he  peruses  the 
letters  with  which  the  volume  sare  largely  filled,  or  listens  to 
the  commendations  which  his  admirers  bestow  upon  their  vene- 
rated friend.  The  gentleman  of  the  ^'  Old  School  '^  was  a  type  of 
man  quite  different  from  anything  that  we  see  in  these  days.  He 
was  vastly  more  precise  and  formal,  and,  so  far  as  dignity  consists 
in  manners,  he  was  much  more  dignified  than  his  more  modem 
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Buccessor.  There  was  a  stateliness  in  his  every-day  life,  in  his 
familiar  conversations,  even  in  his  amusing  stories,  which  the  busy 
and  hurried  character  of  the  present  time  scarcely  allows  in  any 
man  on  any  occasion.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  entire  trans- 
formation has  taken  place  is  only  equaled  by  its  completeness. 
We  can  hardly  avoid  calling  attention  to  this  point,  and  saying 
that  the  Princeton  professor  seems  to  have  been  a  fine  specimen  of 
the  old  style  of  man.  We  do  not  wonder  that,  as  he  lived  on  to 
extreme  old  age,  his  pupils  reverenced  him  as  having  a  peculiar 
glory  which  they  would  not  be  likely  to  see  again. 

In  regard  to  his  views  on  many  subjects,  also,  he  differed  wide- 
ly from  the  generality  of  men  in  the  present  day.     Dancing  he 
regarded  as  wrong  in  itself.     "The  dancing  of  the  two  sexes  to- 
gether," he  says,  ''  is  most  unholy  in  its  very  origin  and  inherent 
nature" — and,  when  asked  the  reason  why  he  so  regarded  it,  he 
said,  ''because  it  is  strictly  pantomimic  and  all  its  motions  are  but 
the  dalliance  of  sinful  passions."    To-day,  probably,  one  half  of 
the  members  of  the  Old   School  Presbyterian  Churches    in  our 
larger  cities  allow  "  the  dancing  of  the  two  sexes  together  "  in  their 
parlors ;  and  of  those  who  do  not  we  presume  there  is   scarcely 
one  to  be  found  who  would  condemn  it  as  sinful  because  it  is  "  pan- 
tomimic!"    His  views  in  regard   to  novel-reading  were,  likewise, 
those  of  his  time,  though  on  this  point  there  are  probably  larger 
numbers  now  who  would  agree  with  him.     In  the  light  of  what 
we  see  on  every  side  in  these  days,  it  is   almost  amusing  to  read 
the  following  sentences  in  commendation  of  his  wife     "  Not  long 
after  our  union,  before  she  became  pious,  she  proposed  to   pur- 
chase some  expensive  and  showy  articles  of  furniture.     This  pro- 
posal was  then  resisted,  and   she  readily  acquiesced.     But  after 
she  became  decidedly  pious,  her  whole  taste  and  judgment  seemed 
to  undergo  an  entire  revolution  in  regard  to  this   as   well  as  to 
other  matters.    From  that  hour  .   .   .  costly  and  ostentatious  living 
seemed  to  be  her  aversion.     All  her  counsels  and  all  her  efforts 
seemed    to   be   directed   to   the   maintenance   of  moderation  in 
every   personal   and  domestic  indulgence."     Truly  we  are   read- 
ing of  another  age  and  of  another  order  of  men  and  women.     But 
the  opinions  of  a  former  time  were  held  by  him  on  other  subjects 
besides  those  relating  to  social  life.     In  one  of  his  letters  he  as- 
sures  his  correspondent,   that   **  the  New  Haven  view"  of  the 
"days"  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  as  being  "demiurgic"  is 
one  which  he  cannot  accept,  being  fully  persuaded  that  they  were 
VOL.  xxvni.  40 
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six  ordinary  days  of  twenty-foar  hoars.  And  in  addressing  the 
distingoished  Unitarian  writw^  Rer.  Jared  Sparim — though  his 
opinions  may  be  shared  by  many  orthodox  persons  at  the  present 
time — he  adopts  a  mode  of  expression  which  most  Presbyterian 
clergymen  would  now  hesitate  to  employ.  ''Here  then,  my  dear 
Sir,  I  bid  you  a  respectful  but  melancholy  adieu.  Be  assured  I 
have  not,  and  never  had,  toward  you,  an  unkind  feeling.  But 
when  I  see  you,  with  endowm^its  rendering  you  capable  of  high- 
ly valuable  services  to  the  Church  and  to  the  worid,  groping  in 
darkness  concerning  the  plan  of  salvation,  and  exerting  yourself 
to  the  utmost  to  propagate  those  fundamental  errors,  which  must, 
if  persisted  in,  conduct  both  yourself  and  all  whom  you  persuade 
to  embrace  them  to  eternal  perdition — when  I  see  this,  ought  I 
not  to  be  grieved  ?" 

Dr.  Miller,  we  can  only  add,  was  a  man  of  enei^  to  carry  for- 
ward good  enterprises,  and  of  wisdom  to  counsel  others  in  their 
work  and  wants.  The  Church  with  which  he  was  connected 
found  in  him  one  of  the  most  earnest  promoters  of  all  her  inter- 
ests. He  early  saw  the  importance  of  having  institutions  for 
theological  education,  and  pressed  his  views  upon  the  attention  oS 
those  around  him.  It  was  but  a  just  recognition  of  his  services  in 
establishing  the  Seminary,  as  it  was  but  the  dictate  of  the  high- 
est wisdom  in  view  of  its  foture  well-being,  when  he  was  appoint- 
ed, by  the  General  Assembly,  one  of  the  first  two  Professors  at 
Princeton.  Thirty-seven  years  of  faithful  work  showed  how  de- 
voted he  was  to  its  success,  and  how  well-fitted  he  was  to  influ- 
ence and  guide  its  students. 

But  we  cannot  dwell  longer  upon  this  Biography.  Of  the  style 
in  which  it  is  written,  we  think  its  readers  will  judge  &vorably. 
There  is  no  excessive  adulation.  There  is  no  want  of  discrimina- 
tion in  regard  to  the  character  of  which  it  speaks.  Of  the 
author's  attitude  toward  those  who  difier  from  him,  we  are  not  able 
to  express  so  much  approbation.  He  is  evidently  one  of  the  more 
exclusive  of  his  party,  and  ready  to  i  eiterate  the  false  charges  of 
Pelagianism  against  his  opponents.  It  is  a  pleasing  thought,  how- 
ever, that  the  reunion,  now  so  sure  to  be  accomplished,  is  enforcing 
the  spirit  of  toleration,  and  that  it  has  not  be^i  ass^ited  to  by  the 
New  School  body  without  the  emphatic  decUration  on  the  part  of 
some  of  their  leading  divines,  that  they  will  not  give  up  what  they 
have  learned  from  New  England,  and  from  New  Haven.  The  day 
is  nearer  than  it  once  was,  when  the  spirit  of  Christ  will  teach  even 
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those  theologians  who  are  the  slowest  to  learn  the  lesson  that  the 
calling  their  Christian  brethren  by  harsh  sounding  names  is  a  thing 
which  does  not  come  of  a  heavenly  inspiration. 

As  for  the  publisher's  part  of  the  volumes,  the  book  is  of  con- 
venient size,  and  of  respectable  character  as  to  type  and  paper. 
The  proof-reading,  also,  in  general,  has  been  moderately  well 
done ;  but  we  cannot  forbear  citing  a  single  case  out  of  two  or 
three,  where  the  printer's  confusion  is  greater  tliau  wu  liave  ever 
noticed  in  any  other  book.  On  page  18,  of  the  second  volume,  we 
have  the  following :  "  The  difficulty  of  meeting  its  requisitions 
[i.  e,  of  the  office  in  Princeton]  would  be  great  under  the  most 
advantageous  circumstances,  but  in  his  case  it  was  materially 
enhanced  by  the  novelty  of  his  oo  o  hfisistpn."  Leaving  our 
readers  to  arrange  these  letters  in  a  satisfactory  order,  we  take 
leave  of  the  book,  recommending  it  again  to  their  attention,  if  they 
wish  to  know  the  histery  of  the  life  of  which  it  treats. 

Sprague's  Annals  of  thb  American  Pulpit,  Vol.  IX.* — 
After  the  lapse  of  some  years  we  have  at  length  received  a  new 
volume  of  thi^  work,— the  ninth — including  the  "Annals"  of 
five  of  the  smaller  denominations.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us 
to  do  more  than  simply  announce  to  our  readers  the  fact  that  the 
volume  has  been  published.  The  public  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  ihe  character  and  merits  of  the  book  to  need  any  new  com- 
mendation of  it  as  its  successive  parts  appear,  and  we  refrain  from 
adding  anything  beyond  what  has  been  often  said  by  us  hereto- 
fore in  its  praise.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  all  men  in  the  country,  is  the 
man  for  this  great  work.  He  ha«  the  wide-extended  information 
which  is  so  necessary,  the  taste  for  investigations  of  this  charac- 
ter, without  which  no  man  could  ever  hope  to  be  successful,  and 
the  genial  and  kindly  feeling  toward  every  one  which  lead  him  to 
speak  with  charity  and  the  spirit  of  love  everywhere.  The  pages 
of  his  "Annals"  bear  evidence,  alike  in  every  denomination,  of 
faithful  Christain  service  on  the  part  of  our  American  ministers  in 
all  the  generations.  The  perusal  of  these  pages  cannot  but  make 
any  man,  who  is  not  hopelessly  fettered  by  his  bigotry,  more 

*AnnaU  of  the  American  Pulpit ;  or  Commemorative  Notices  of  DistiDgoiehod 
American  Clergymen  of  Varioua  Denominations  from  the  early  Settlement  of  the 
Country  to  the  close  of  the  year  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Fitly- Five,  with  His- 
torical Introductions.  By  William  B.  Spraoue,  D.  D.  Yolume  IX,  Lutheran ; 
Reformed  Dutch ;  Asaociate ;  Associate  Reformed ;  Reformed  Presbyterian, 
New  York:     Robert  Carter  &  Brothers,  1869.     8vo. 
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large-hearted  and  more  ready  to  rejoice  that  Christ  is  preached, 
whether  by  his  own  party  in  the  Church  or  by  others.  Religions 
controversy  of  the  narrow  order  grows  meaner  the  more  we  see 
of  good  men  on  both  sides  of  the  dividing  line.  It  springs  from 
the  spirit  of  Judaism  and  Pharisaism  which  have  never  died  away, 
even  from  the  Church. 


The  Life  op  Father  de  Ravignan  ♦  comes  to  us  from  the 
Catholic  Publication  Society  in  an  elegant  dress,  and  abounding  in 
the  most  interesting  matter.  We  earnestly  wish  for  it  an  exten- 
sive circulation,  and  are  sorry  that  its  expensive  form  is  likely  to 
prevent  our  wishes  from  being  realized.  We  wish  it  may  be  cir- 
culated for  two  reasons :  firsty  because  it  sets  forth  the  excellent 
Christian  characteristics  which  are  exhibited  by  many  of  the  most 
devoted  Romanists,  and  we  desire  that  their  excellences  may  be 
better  appreciated  than  they  are  by  many  intelligent  Protestants  ; 
and  second,  because  the  inherent  defects  of  this  system  stand 
forth  in  so  bold  a  relief  against  the  back-ground  of  such  remarka- 
ble Christian  virtues  as  were  possessed  by  Father  de  Ravignan. 

Father  de  Ravignan  was  of  a  distinguished  family — was  trained 
as  a  lawyer,  and  on  the  direct  road  to  the  highest  distinction  in 
his  profession,  when  he  gave  himself  to  the  priesthood.  In  due 
course  of  time  he  became  a  Jesuit,  and  rose  to  high  position  and 
influence  in  that  celebrated  society.  He  was  also  well  known  and 
greatly  admired  as  a  popular  preacher ;  having  been  selected  to 
deliver  the  celebrated  conferences  in  the  church  of  N6tre  Dame  in 
Paris,  for  a  series  of  years.  He  was  also  the  confessor  and  spirit- 
ual guide  of  a  great  number  of  distinguished  personages,  and 
gained  many  Protestants  over  to  the  Romish  faith.  In  all  the  re- 
lations of  life,  he  appears  to  have  been  singularly  self-denying, 
bold,  earnest,  zealous,  and  spiritual,  and  strangely  indifferent  to 
the  temptations  which  are  supposed  by  Protestants  to  assail  the 
Romish  priesthood.  His  character  must  have  been  distinguished 
by  many  of  the  Christian  virtues  in  eminent  perfection.  We 
wish  that  the  record  of  such  a  character  may  be  extensively 
known,  not  only  that  it  may  serve  to  stimulate  other  Christian 
believers  to  imitate  it,  but,  as  we  have  said,  that  it  may  correct 

*  Tht  Lif$  of  Father  <U  Rawignan,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus.  By  Father  db 
PoNLBROT,  of  the  same  Society.  New  York :  The  Catholic  Poblication  Society, 
126  Nassau  street.    1869. 
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many  prevalent  notions  respecting  the  Romish  system.  Protest- 
ants cannot  too  soon  lay  aside  the  prejudices  which  have  blinded 
them  against  the  recognition  of  Christlike  piety  whenever  it  is 
seen  in  this  church,  or  which  have  led  them  to  overlook  the  power 
of  those  truths  and  those  duties  which  the  Romish  church  enforces 
with  especial  emphasis  and  effect 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fatal  defects  of  the  Romish  system  are 
here  exhibited  in  forms  which  must  be  fearfully  repellant  to  any 
truly  enlightened  Protestant  Christian^  The  views  with  which 
Ravignan  dedicated  himself  first  to  the  priesthood  and  next  to  the 
Jesuit  society,  were  obviously  unchristlike  in  their  extreme  ascet- 
ical  character,  and  the  notions  of  what  constitutes  the  most  exalt- 
ed Christian  virtue  were  so  plainly  un-Pauline,  that  the  intelligent 
reader  of  the  New  Testament  cannot  but  pronounce  at  once  that 
they  were  far  removed  from  the  practical  views  of  Christianity 
taught  in  the  discourse  of  our  Lord  and  enforced  by  the  great 
apostle.  As  we  read  on  and  find  that  in  his  progress  toward  per- 
fection, he  subjected  himself  to  sharp  and  oft  repeated  bodily  tor 
ture,  wearing  often,  perhaps  constantly,  next  to  his  person  a- 
band  interwoven  with  needle  points,  which  he  could  at  any  time 
force  into  his  flesh,  that  he  believed  in  the  virtue  of  obedience  to 
the  direction  of  his  superior  as  to  the  word  of  the  living  God  ; 
that  two  of  his  devoted  admirers,  of  high  cultivation,  are  repre- 
sented by  his  biographer  as  having  by  solemn  devotion  given  up 
in  exchange  their  own  lives  in  place  of  his  to  the  arbiter  of  life 
and  death,  in  consequence  of  which  his  own  was  prolonged — when 
we  find  that  he  is  represented  also  as  having  been  inspired  to 
enter  into  intimate,  mystical  relations  with  the  spirit  of  the  great 
Loyola,  and  to  have  required  the  experience  of  years  to  enter 
into  the  profound  meaning  and  to  become  a  proficient  in  the  edi- 
fying use  of  his  Spiritual  Exercises  in  conducting  JRetraites — as 
we  meet  with  these  aspects  of  the  faith  of  Ravignan,  set  forth  by 
his  biographer  with  such  surprising  simplicity,  such  uncon- 
scious naiveti,  as  most  lovely  and  divine,  we  are  constrained 
to  pronounce  the  tree  which  brings  forth  such  fruit  as  seriously 
defective  and  radically  unsound. .  The  Memoirs  of  the  de  Ouerins 
and  of  Madam  Swetchine  and  other  booKS  of  the  kind,  give  one 
side,  and  that  the  fairest  of  the  practical  workings  of  the  Romish 
faith  in  natures  singularly  refined  and  highly  cultured.  The 
life  of  Father  Ravignan  gives  both  sides — that  which  is  most 
attractive  and  that  which  is  equally  repulsive  to  a  refined  and 
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Christian  soul.  After  reading  such  a  book  we  are  more  devoutly 
thankful  for  the  Reformation  and  the  gospel  that  knows  no  priest- 
hood except  that  of  Him  T%ho,  once  for  all,  by  the  sacrifice  of  him- 
self, has  passed  into  the  Heavens;  that  teaches  that  the  truth 
which  Peter  confessed,  and  not  the  person  of  Peter,  is  the  rock  on 
which  Christ  has  built  his  church,  and  that  the  Christian  faith  ele- 
vates, and  enlarges,  and  purifies  every  spring  of  human  action, 
without  repressing,  mutilating,  or  dishonoring  a  single  one, 
making  the  believer  a  perfect  man  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  none  the 
less  a  man,  because  he  is  a  Christian. 

THEOLOGICAL  AND  BELIGIOUS. 

Eadie  on  Galatians.* — This  is  the  fourth  volume  of  Dr.  Eadie's 
Commentaries  on  the  Epistles  of  Paul ;  those  on  the  Epistles  to 
the  Ephesians,  Philippians  and  Colossians,  having  been  already 
before  the  public  for  a  considerable  period.  In  its  character  and 
peculiarities  it  is  very  similar  to  the  previous  volumes.  The  author 
has  quite  manifestly  determined  upon  a  certain  plan,  which,  at  least 
for  himself  he  regards  as  the  best  one  to  be  followed  out,  and  he 
proposes  not  to  deviate  from  it  at  all,  but  only  to  endeavor  to  fulfill 
the  idea  of  it  as  perfectly  as  possible.  We  think  his  plan  is  faulty 
in  some  respects.  His  books  are  too  long.  There  is  too  great  a 
mass  of  matter. in  them.  They  are  deficient  in  conciseness,  and  in 
the  simple  and  sharp  presentation  of  the  results  which  the  student 
wishes  to  know.  Dr.  Eadie  is  not,  indeed,  so  trying  in  this  re- 
spect as  some  of  the  German  writers,  who,  in  abandoning  the 
extremest  brevity,  seem  to  lose  all  control  of  themselves,  and  to 
wander  off  on  unbounded  seas  without  any  chart  or  compass. 
But  he  is,  nevertheless,  oppressive  and  burdensome  in  no  inconsid- 
erable degree.  He  is,  however,  a  man  of  very  extensive  learning 
and  of  much  exegetical  ability.  The  very  opposite,  in  the  point 
just  alluded  to,  of  his  English  fellow-laborer  in  the  field  of  Biblical 
studies,  Bishop  Ellicott,  he  seems  to  be  quite  the  equal  of  that 
distinguished  gentleman  in  other  respects.  The  two  men  are  an 
honor  to  English  scholarship.    If  they  could  be  so  united  together 

*  A  Gcmmentary  on  the  Ghreek  Text  of  the  EpUiU  of  Paul  to  the  GtUaHane.  By 
John  Eadib,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Exegesis  to  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Scotland.  Edinburgh:  T.  <b  T.  Clark.  New  York : 
Scribner,  Welford  &  Co.,  1869.    8vo.  pp.  480.    Price,  |6.26. 
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that  the  one  oonld  gain  and  the  other  lose  in  the  matter  of  oon- 
ciseness,  they  would  both  be  more  nseful  and  better  comment- 
ators. 

In  addition  to  the  commentary  on  the  text,  which  is  very 
minute,  the  volume  contains  essays  or  discussions  respecting  all 
the  more  important  points  which  the  Epistle  suggests.  The  long- 
est of  these  is  the  one  on  the  relationship  of  James,  ^'  the  Lord's 
brother,"  to  Jesus,  which  covers  nearly  fifty  pages.  The  author 
believes  him  to  be  the  brother  of  Jesus  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
that  word — the  son  of  ths  same  mother — and,  thus,  a  different  per- 
son from  James,  the  son  of  Alphaeus.  This  view,  which  we  be- 
lieve to  be  the  correct  one,  he  sustains  with  much  energy  and  force. 
The  celebrated  passage  in  the  twentieth  verse  of  the  third  chapter 
of  the  Epistle,  of  which  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hun. 
dred  explanations  have  been  given,  is,  of  course,  not  passed  over 
without  due  consideration.  His  own  explanation  is  as  follows  : — 
'*  God  is  one  and,  therefore,  mediatorless.  God  himself,  without 
any  intervention,  speaks  the  promise  to  Abraham  ;  the  promise  is 
conveyed  through  no  third  party,  as  was  the  law.  Whatever  con- 
tingency might  be  in  the  law  and  its  conveyance  by  a  mediator 
who  went  between  God  and  the  people,  there  can  be  none  with 
regard  to  the  promise,  the  direct  and  unconditioned  word  of  Jeho- 
vah himself  alone."  It  is  somewhat  presumptuous,  perhaps,  to 
pronounce  any  very  decided  judgment  in  a  case  where  the  doctors 
have  so  completely  failed  to  agree,  but  we  think  we  may  say,  with 
confidence,  that  Dr.  Eadie  is  nearer  to  the  truth  than  a  good  many 
among  the  **  four  hundred.^  It  is  a  matter  of  course,  however,  that 
he  borders,  in  his  view,  very  closely  upon  those  of  some  others, 
and  only  adds  whatever  strength  his  authority  may  afford  to  their 
previously  given  explanations.  The  final  verses  of  the  Epistle 
(vi.  llff.)  he  regards  as  a  sort  of  postscript,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  supposes  the  apostle,  when  he  speaks  of  '^  writing  with  large 
letters,"  to  have  reference  not  to  this  postscript  but  to  the  whole 
Epistle,  which,  contrary  to  his  ordinary  custom,  he  had  written 
with  his  own  hand.  In  this  last  view  we  are  persuaded  that  he  is 
wrong.  We  believe  the  postscript  to  be  complete  in  itself  and  to 
be  the  only  portion  of  the  whole  letter  which  was  penned  by  the 
Apostle.  But  we  must  pass  over  without  further  notice  these 
points  and  many  others,  which  deserve  a  oareftil  examination 
whenever  such  a  book  as  this  makes  its  appearance.  A 
thorough  review  of  it  would  require  extended  discussion  and  many 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


630  Notices  of  New  Books.  [July, 

pages.  We  can  assure  oar  readers  that  it  is  an  addition  to  oar 
means  of  studying  this  Epistle,  and  that  it  merits  the  most  respect- 
fal  consideration.  It  wiU  be  noticed  that  it  is  pablished,  in  this 
country,  through  Messrs.  Scribner,  Welford  <fe  Co.,  oi  New  York, 
who  are  the  agents  of  Messrs.  T.  &  T.  Clark,  the  original  publish- 
ers in  Edinburgh. 

Essays  and  Addbbssbs,^  and  How  to  Study  the  New 
Testament.! — ^The  latter  of  these  two  books  is  one  of  three  vol- 
umes which  Dean  Alford  has  recently  given  to  the  public,  for  the 
purpose  of  guiding  ordinary  readers  of  the  English  Bible  to  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  it  In  this  volume  he  examines  and  discuss- 
es the  greater  part  of  the  Epistles  of  Paul — his  method  being  as 
follows :  Taking  the  Epistles  in  their  chronological  order,  he  gives, 
in  the  first  place,  a  brief  general  introduction  to  each,  in  which 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  written,  its  date,  design,  and 
contents  are  set  forth ;  and  then,  secondly,  he  suggests,  in  the 
different  chapters  and  verses,  amendments  and  improvements  in 
the  translation,  wherever  they  seem  to  be  required  in  order  to  the 
clearest  presentation  of  the  idea  contained  in  the  text.  Consider- 
ing that  the  work  is  so  brief,  and  that  it  is  designed  for  those  who 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  original  language,  we  think  it  may  be 
regarded  as  quite  useful.  And  yet  it  hardly  seems  to  us  to  fill  out 
the  full  idea  of  its  title,  and  we  fear  that  many  will  exam- 
ine it  with  a  feeling  of  disappointment  that  it  gives  them  only  so 
partial  a  help.  The  author  may  have  satisfied  his  own  mind  in 
respect  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  design,  but,  if  so,  his  design 
was  a  more  limited  one  than  his  title-page  would  indicate ;  and 
persons  who  are  looking  for  a  guide  in  this  matter  should  see 
what  the  book  is  and  just  how  far  it  opens  the  way  before 
them. 

The  former  of  the  two  books  is  a  volume  of  essays  and  address- 
es, which  the  authoi  had  prepared  on  various  occasions,  and  which 
are  thus  collected  together  for  more  permanent  preservation.  They 
have  almost  exclusive  reference  to  subjects  which  peculiarly  con- 

— -V ; 

*  Essays  and  Addresses,  Chiefly  on  Church  Subjects.    By  Hbnrt  Alford,  D.  D. 

New  York  and  London:     Strahan  <fe  Co.,  1869.    Svc,  pp.  195. 
f  H<nD  to  Study  the  New  Teitament,    The  Epistles  (First  Section).    By  Hbnrt 

AxroRD,  D.  D.,  Dean  of  Canterbury.    New  York  and  London :    Strahan  A  Co., 

1868.     16mo.  pp.  278. 
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cern  the  Church,  and,  in  the  special  points  considered,  the  Church 
of  England.  At  the  same  time,  they  will  have  a  general  interest, 
partly  because  some  of  the  topics  discussed  have  a  general  impor- 
tance, and  partly  because  the  views  of  so  prominent  a  man  are 
necessarily  interesting  to  all  who  watch  the  progress  or  forecast 
the  future  of  the  English  Establishment  Two  of  the  essays  are 
on  the  Education  of  the  Clergy ;  one  on  Preaching,  its  Adaptar 
tion  to  the  Present  Time ;  one  on  the  Christian  Conscience ;  one 
on  Charity,  the  End  of  the  Commandment;  one  on  the  Union  of 
Christendom  considered  in  its  Home  Aspect ;  and  one  on  the  Church 
of  the  Future.  Some  of  the  remarks  with  reference  to  the  methods 
of  educating  the  clergy  are  founded  on  the  peculiarities  of  the  Eng- 
lish pystem.  But,  in  general,  the  author  takes  the  strongest 
ground  in  favor  of  a  thorough  and  wide  theological  education. 
Dean  Alford  is  evidently  a  liberal  scholar,  not  afraid  of  the  truth 
and  not  bound  to  old  ideas  simply  because  they  are  old.  As  a 
writer  on  the  New  Testament  he  has  done  a  great  deal  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  Biblical  scholarship  among  his  countrymen,  and 
to  introduce  them  to  the  results  of  the  learning  of  the  best  Ger- 
man common tato J  s.  He  knows  too  ranch  to  be  what  many  Eng- 
lish and  American  authors  are.  His  works  are  free  from  the 
faults  with  which,  as  he  says,  "  the  great  majority  of  our  English 
expository  works  are  tainted  " — namely,  "  the  fault  of  inquiring 
less  what  Scripture  has  said,  than  what  it  ought  to  say  and  may 
be  made  to  say."  We  are  glad  to  see  such  strong  and  much-need- 
ed words  on  the  subject  of  ministerial  training  in  this  department, 
and  especially  as  addressed  to  those  who  belong  to  his  own  people. 
But  he  is  equally  earnest  in  other  departments.  He  evidently 
sees  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  change  and  a  radical  improve- 
ment of  the  entire  English  system,  before  the  body  of  the  clergy 
can  be  the  educated  and  earnest  men  that  they  should  be.  On  the 
subject  of  the  relations  of  the  English  Church  toward  dissenting 
bodies,  and  of  the  future  of  the  English  Church  itself,  he  speaks 
like  a  reasonable  man  and  a  Christian.  He  admits  the  fact  ©f 
the  **•  disestablishment"  of  the  Anglican  body  as  an  inevitable  fact 
of  the  future,  and  urges  his  associates  in  that  body  to  prepare  for 
it  and  make  up  their  minds  to  meet  it.  He  points  out  the  advan- 
tages which  will  result  to  themselves  from  that  inevitable  fact. 
The  "  Church  "  will  be  better  then,  than  it  now  is.  The  gain  will 
not  be  only  on  the  side  of  the  non-conforming  bodies ;  it  will  be 
also  with  those  who,  so  generally,  have  been  accustomed  to  regard 
the  alliance  with  the  State  as  a  great  strength  and  means  of  safe- 
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ty,  which  ooold  not  be  given  np.  The  hanghty  assumption  of 
some  Episcopalians  in  this  conntry,  as  well  as  in  England,  will 
find  a  fitting  rebuke  on  many  of  Dean  Alford's  pages.  Bnt  there 
are  men  whom  nothing  will  influence  except  the  very  blast  of  de- 
struction fall  upon  their  whole  system,  and  such  men  are  the  High 
Church  party  in  every  denomination.  And  yet  as  every  new 
voice  of  scholarly  and  large-minded  and  Christian  men  of  the 
free  and  Pauline  order  is  raised  against  them,  the  day  of  better 
things  is  hastened  in  its  coming.  The  eminent  English  scholar, 
whose  voice  we  now  hear,  may  well  receive  the  thanks  of  all,  of 
whatever  name,  who  are  contending  in  the  same  great  cause. 

CoifPAinoir  TO  the  Biblb.* — Professor  Barrows,  lately  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  has  furnished  in  this  volume  a 
useful  aid  to  Sabbath-School  teachers  and  others  who  desire  to 
study  the  Scriptures.  He  discusses  the  Evidences  of  Revealed 
Religion  and  the  Principles  of  Biblical  Interpretation,  and  gives 
both  General  and  Particular  "  Introductions  **  to  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  The  chief  excellence  of  the  book  lies  in  the  concise 
and  readily  available  form  in  which  the  matter  has  been  presented. 
The  learning  of  the  author  is  evidently  extensive  and  his  views 
are  sound,  but  he  has  not  attempted  to  go  beyond  the  wants  of 
those  to  whom  the  original  sources  are  mainly  closed.  To  all  such 
persons  the  book  may  be  heartily  commended.  It  will  be  found 
serviceable  also,  we  think,  to  ministers  when  they  wish  to  find  in 
a  few  pages  the  main  points  of  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats. 
Dr.  Barrows  has  dwelt  earnestly  upon  the  Unity  of  Revelation  in 
several  chapters.  That  the  Bible  is  one  whole,  steadily  progress- 
ing and  growing  from  the  beginning  to  the  end — the  New  Testa- 
ment resting  upon  and  being  the  perfection  of  the  Old,  the  Old 
pointing  forward  to  and  finding  its  prophecies  fulfilled  in  the 
New — is  one  of  the  great  foundation  truths  for  which  the  Church 
must  contend.  It  is  also  one  of  those  truths  which  must  be  fully 
appreciated  before  we  can  enter  into  any  proper  understanding  of 
God's  plan,  or  any  right  and  reasonable  study  of  His  Word.  De- 
structive criticism  may  lose  sight  of  this  fact  and  deny  it,  but  if 
so,  it  is  because  it  does  not  and  will  not  open  itself  to  those  influ- 
ences and  that  sense  of  the  Divine,  which  are  essential  if  we 

*  Oompanion  to  the  BibU,  by  Bev.  B.  P.  Baerows,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Bibliesl 
lateratare.  Pablished  by  the  American  Tract  Society.  New  York,  1869. 
16  ma,  pp.  689. 
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wonld  know  anything  of  the  trath  as  we  on^ht  to  know  it.  In 
the  Introductions,  both  General  and  Special,  the  facts  and  arga* 
ments  are  presented  carefnlly  and  Mrly,  and,  as  a  whole,  the  au- 
thor has  succeeded  remarkably  well  in  carrying  out  his  purpose. 
It  is  gratifying  to  see  such  a  scholarly  gentleman,  after  haying 
laid  aside  his  active  work  of  theological  instruction,  devoting 
the  later  part  of  life  to  the  studies  of  his  department  and  giving 
to  the  world — to  the  large  numbers  who  cannot  know  all  that  he 
does — the  results  of  his  life's  labors.  We  shall  gladly  see  the  vol- 
ume or  volumes  which  he  proposes  to  publish  hereafter. 

The  Office  and  Wobk  of  the  CHsisnAisr  Mintstbt.* — A 
complete,  systematic  discussion  of  this  important  subject  has  long 
been  a  desideratum  among  clergymen  and  theological  students. 
Professor  Hoppin's  experience  as  a  pastor  and,  also,  as  a  theo- 
logical  instructor,  his  opportunities  of  personally  studying  the  pul- 
pit of  other  lands,  and  his  excellent  taste  and  judgment,  are  amonji^ 
the  qualifications  which  fit  him  to  supply  this  want.  The  volume 
before  us  comprises  the  results  of  his  thought  and  experience  on 
the  themes  of  which  it  treats.  It  is  the  fruit,  also,  of  a  wide  ex- 
amination of  the  previously  existing  literature  bearing  on  the 
topics  which  are  handled.  The  general  aim  and  object  of  the 
work  are  thus  stated  in  the  preface :  **Thi8  volume  is  chiefly  designed 
as  a  text-book  in  Homiletics  and  Pastoral  Theology,  for  those  who 
are  in  a  regular  course  of  training  for  the  ministry  of  the  Grospel. 
While  I  hope  that  pastors  may  find  in  it  something  of  value  to  them- 
selves, it  is  mainly  intended  to  be  used  by  theological  students  in 
the  class-room,  for  the  purpose  of  recitation  ;  and  this  will  account 
for  the  broken-up  and  analytical  style  of  the  book,  that  being 
necessitated  by  the  treatment  in  condensed,  rather  than  expanded, 
forms  of  discussion  of  so  many  and  varied  themes.  This  will  also 
explain  the  formal  arrangement  of  the  book,  for  the  effort  has 
been,  not  so  much  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  plan,  as  to  produce 
a  good  text-book  of  judicious  rules  ;  not  so  much  to  express  pri- 
vate thoughts  and  opinions,  as  to  state  general  and  well-grounded 
principles." 

The  first  part  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  the  discussion  of  the 

■  The  Office  and  Work  of  tJu  Christian  Ifinutry,  By  Jahk  M.  Hoppw,  Pto- 
fesBor  of  Homiletict  and  Pastoral  Theology  in  Yale  College.  New  York:  Shel- 
don A  Ga,  1S69.    Svo.  pp.  620. 
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history  and  art  of  preaching,  and  of  the  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  rhetoric  and  style  to  preaching.  Preaching  is  clearly  de- 
fined ;  and  it  is  traced  from  its  germinating  idea  in  the  Scriptures 
through  its  historical  development  in  the  different  ages  of  the 
Christian  Church.  The  true  object  and  design  of  preaching  are 
set  forth,  as  well  as  its  difficulties,  faults,  and  right  methods.  The 
Sermon  itself,  in  its  various  parts,  as  a  religious  discourse,  aiming 
at  instruction  and  permanent  impression,  is  carefully  analysed^ 
although  it  is  reconmiended  that  there  should  be  no  stereotyped 
form  of  sermonizing ;  and  under  the  head  of  the  *'  Development '' 
of  the  sermon,  we  notice  the  following  generalization  of  what 
might  perhaps  be  considered  the  author's  view  of  the  Sermon  : 
"  We  might  conceive  the  ideal  of  a  Christian  sermon,  not  yet  at- 
tained, or  not  attained  by  all,  but  which  is  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  our  highest  modem  civilization,  while  it  does  not  lose  the  earn- 
estness and  practical  aim  of  the  Gfospel.  It  is  unpretentious,  devo- 
tional, springing  from  the  meditation  of  a  holy  soul  upon  the  Scrip- 
tures, with  Christ  as  the  central  burning  theme  ;  tender  and  full 
of  love,  but  strong  in  apostolic  faith,  like  the  preaching  of  mascu- 
line Paul  and  Luther ;  courageously  hopeful  for  man,  and  filled  with 
the  true  '  enthusiasm  of  humanity ;'  thoughful  and  substantial  in 
reasoning,  but  not  intellectual  bo  truly  as  spiritucU ;  not  confined 
in  any  set  forms,  but  free  with  that  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
makes  free  ;  with  an  internal  rather  than  external  method  of 
of  thought ;  of  the  highest  literary  style,  because  fresh  and  simple, 
almost  plain  and  homely,  so  that  the  ignorant  man  and  the  child 
may  understand  what  feeds  the  most  highly  educated  hearer  ;  as 
well  fitted  for  backwoodsmen  as  for  philosophers,  because  it  is 
deep  and  penetrating,  is  drawn  from  the  common  wells  of  truth 
and  salvation,  appeals  to  the  common  wants  and  desires  of  the 
heart,  and  is  fitted  to  convert  men  from  sin,  and  to  lead  them 
to  the  life  of  God.  Nothing  could  be  so  simple,  and  yet  nothing 
so  high  and  difficult,  as  such  a  sermon.  It  could  not  be  learned  in 
the  schools,  for  it  is  not  theological,  though  it  teaches  a  true  the- 
ology. It  must  be  taught  by  the  spirit  of  Christ  to  the  consecrat- 
ed mind  that  has  conscientiously  and  laboriously  done  its  part  in 
the  way  of  thorough  preparation." 

In  the  more  general  application  of  the  principles  of  rhetoric  to 
preaching,  such  important  topics  are  treated  of  as  the  uses  of  rea- 
soning to  the  preacher,  the  study  of  language  and  English  litera- 
ture, delivery,  taste  in  preaching.    The  qualities  of  the  true  sub- 
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ject,  pleaching  upon  Christian  doctrine,  Christian  morality,  and 
Christian  experience,  and  the  characteristics  of  an  efiective  pulpit 
style  ;  wherein  while  a  high  literary  standard  is  held  up,  the  truth 
seems  to  be  everywhere  strenuously  insisted  upon,  that  the  real 
power  of  the  preacher  consists  in  a  conformity  of  his  own  spirit  and 
life  to  the  divine  word  that  he  preaches.  The  second  part  of  the  book 
is  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  the  Pastoral  Office,  and  may  be  briefly 
summed  up  in  the  author's  own  words:  "Our  method  will  be 
from  the  discussion  of  the  pastoral  offifce  itself,  and  its  formations 
in  nature  and  Scripture,  or  the  absolute  view  of  the  subject,  to  pass 
on  to  the  actual  embodiment  of  the  office  in  the  fit  personal  instru- 
ment ;  and  from  that,  to  discuss  the  pastor's  general  relations  to 
society  and  the  world  around  him  ;  and  from  that,  to  come  to  his 
more  special,  profound,  and  enduring  work  in  the  care  of  souls,  in 
the  realm  of  spirit,  and  in  the  extension  of  Christ's  eternal  king- 
dom." In  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan  many  practical  subjects  of 
vital  interest  to  the  church  are  discussed,  among  them  the  theory 
and  form  of  public  worship,  the  treatment  of  religious  doubts  and 
difficulties,  Christian  nurture,  and  the  Church's  benevolent  activity. 
One  main  idea  which  the  author  has  wished  to  bring  out  is — that 
the  preacher  is,  above  all,  an  inUfiyreUr  of  the  Word  of  God^  and 
that  preaching  therefore  should  be  drawn  directly/rom  tlie  Word 
of  God,  that  it  should  be  scriptural,  exegetical,  textual  ;  that  it 
should  have  its  real  root  and  inspiration  in  the  Scriptures,  and  not 
in  philosophy  or  theology  There  should  be  less  of  topical  preach- 
ing and  more  of  simple,  spiritual,  scriptural  preaching— bringing 
the  Word  of  God  to  meet  the  real  wants  of  the  soul.  At  the 
same  time  Professor  Hoppin  recognizes  the  need  of  more  severe 
and  original  thought,  and  a  broader  culture  in  the  preacher  than 
formerly  there  was,  in  order  to  meet  the  scientific  and  literary 
progress  of  the  age. 

The  Dat  Dawn  and  the  Rain.* — A  volume  of  extraordinary 
merit,  as  we  trust  some  of  our  readers  have  already  discovered  for 
themselves.  The  prefatory  notice  from  the  "  Edinburgh  Daily 
Review  "  commends  it  in  terms  which  at  first  we  feared  must  be 
extravagant,  but  on  reading  the  Sermons  we  are  moved  to  indorse 
rather  than  to  qualify  the  eulogy.     We  do  not  remember  any  col- 

*  The  Bay  Dawn  and  the  Eain,  and  other  Sermont.  By  the  Rev.  John  Keb, 
Glasgow,  Scotland.     New  York:  Robert  Carter  &  Brothers,  12mo.  pp.  460,  1869. 
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lection  pablished  for  many  years  past,  on  the  whole,  superior  in  the 
combination  of  all  the  qualities  demanded  in  printed  sermons — 
which  is  saying  the  more  becaose  the  press  has  of  late  multiplied 
works  of  this  kind,  as  the  public  taste  has  craved  them,  both  in 
newspapers  and  volumes,  more  than  in  preceding  generations. 
They  are  unlike  Robertson's,  but  not  inferior,  and  to  many  intelligent 
and  devout  readers  will  prove  to  be  more  satisfactory  and  health- 
ful For  freshness,  discrimination  and  delicacy  of  thought,  fdici- 
ty  of  ninstration,  purity  of  style,  and  the  effective  use  of  Scriptural 
incidents  and  language,  we  recommend  them  to  ministers  and  to 
their  hearers.  Without  being  formally  *'  Doctrinal  "  they  have  a 
rich  evangelic  flavor,  and  while  pursuing  independent  trains  of 
thought  on  grave  topics,  they  everywhere  breathe  a  devout  and 
kindly  spirit.  The  first  sermon,  which  gives  the  volume  its  title, 
is  enough  to  secure  attention  for  the  series  of  twenty-four.  For 
example,  the  thought  that  many  of  the  ancient  predictions  have 
successive  fulfillments,  terminating  only  in  Christ,  is  thus  set 
forth : — "  The  promises  of  the  Old  Testament  are  waves  which 
urge  each  other  on,  to  rise  and  fall  in  many  a  deliverance^  until  at 
length  they  break  on  the  great  shore  of  all  safety — the  salvation 
which  is  in  Christ,  with  eternal  glory."  And  in  the  sermon  on 
"  Work  and  Watching,"  the  two  offices  are  thus  depicted  :  "  In 
every  soul  there  should  be  the  two  sisters  of  Bethany,  active  eflbrt 
and  quiet  thought,  and  both  agreeing  in  mutual  love  and  help. 
But  Mary  no  longer  sits  at  the  feet  of  Christ  and  looks  in  His  face. 
She  stands  at  the  door  and  gazes  out  into  the  open  sky  to  watch 
the  tokens  of  his  coming,  whUe  in  this  hope  her  sister  in  the  house 
still  works."  We  could  easily  multiply  beautiful  selections,  but 
the  appreciative  reader  will  enjoy  them  the  more  in  their  appro* 
priate  settings.  The  author's  preface  speaks  gracefully  of  a  rea- 
son for  the  publication,  '*  for  the  sake  of  those  whom  he  was  ac- 
customed to  address  by  the  living  voice,  and  whom  he  can,  at 
present,  reach  but  seldom  through  that  means."  If  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  he  he  is  disabled  in  health  for  pulpit  service,  the 
regrets  of  his  hearers  may  be  compensated  by  the  satisfaction 
thus  given  "  beyond  their  circle," 
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It  is  safe  to  say,  that  Plato's  writings  will  never  become 
popttlar^  in  the  sense  of  being  sought  after  and  enjoyed  by 
the  multitude,  as  modem  works  of  fiction,  or  even  the  better 
historical  treatises,  are  popular.  The  subjects,  the  style  of 
thought,  the  method  of  its  arrangement  and  presentation,  are 
such  as  to  require  a  certain  peculiar  mental  training,  in  order 
to  enjoy  or  even  understand  in  any  good  measure  the  plainest 
of  the  Dialogues.  And  many  of  the  more  abstruse  would  al- 
ways remain  above  both  the  comprehension  and  patience  of 
the  ordinary  reader. 

But  it  is  likewise  safe  to  say,  that  Plato  himself  is  often 
more  easily  understood  than  his  commentators ;  that  from  a 
plain  rendering  of  his  works,  as  they  stand,  into  our  tongue, 
and  from  a  careful  perusal  of  them,  his  leading  thoughts  and 
points  of  belief  soon  come  to  be  perceived.  And,  what  ren- 
ders the  sub8equent  study  more  easy  and  profitable,  it  is  also 
seen  that  these  fixed  principles  of  moral  and  philosophical 
faith  rule  in  the  mind  of  the  author,  and  so  serve  constantly 
as  a  guide  and  key  to  the  reader.  And  any  commentary 
that  is  a  faithful  commentary  on  Plato  alone,  and  not  on  some- 
thing wholly  second  or  third-hand  from  him,  will  be  both  in- 
teresting and  valuable,  and  will  make  his  real  doctrines  appear 
far  more  plain,  not  to  say  sensible,  than  is  commonly  anp- 
posed. 

Within  a  few  years  only  have  such  facilities  been  given  to 
the  English  reader  as  to  insure  something  like  a  tolerable  un- 
derstanding of /eal  Platonism.  There  have  been  enough  His- 
tories of  Ancient  Philosophy,  especially  in  the  German  lan- 
guage ;  and  dry  and  technical  enough,  whether  translated  or 
not.  Further  than  this,  without  taking  up  with  the  most 
meager  outline — a  bare  skeleton  without  life  or  beauty — it 
was  impossible  to  go.  As  a  whole,  and  not  in  abstract  alone, 
but  in  tiie  fullness  of  the  original  presentation,  Plato  could  not 
well  be  understood  by  the  mere  English  reader. 

Much  has  been  done  within  a  short  time  to  remedy  this  de- 
fect. The  entire  works  of  Plato — all  that  can  be  associated 
with  his  name — have  been  given  in  English  dress  by  Messrs. 
Gary,  Davis,  and  Burges,  and  published  in  Bohn's  Classical 
Library.    This  is  a  boon  to  others  besides  undergraduates ;  and 
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will  be  the  meanfl  of  aiding  patient  study  and  comparison  in 
other  spheres.  Again,  the  published  lectures  of  Wm.  Archer 
Butler,  on  the  History  of  Ancient  Philosophy,  contain  a  full 
and  clear  exposition  of  Platonism.  Death  intervened  to  cut 
short  the  entire  work,  leaving  only  sketches  and  memoranda 
of  the  schools  after  Plato ;  but  fortunately  the  lectures  on 
that  philosopher  and  his  system  were  written  out.  They  are 
full,  well  arranged,  and  digested,  and  very  valuable.  And  now 
the  great  work  of  Mr.  Grote,  on  '^  Plato,  and  the  other  Com- 
panions of  Sokrates,"  is  before  us — a  noble  sequel  to  his  His- 
tor}' — giving  with  his  vast  learning  and  thorough  preparation 
for  the  task,  a  critical  account  of  the  philosopher,  his  immedi- 
ate associates,  his  works,  and,  not  least,  a  full  analysis  of  his 
Dialogues. 

That  these  publications,  taken  together,  with  others  recently 
issued,  and  the  various  criticisms  elicited  by  them,  have  added 
greatly  to  our  philosophical  stores,  all  will  be  eager  to  admit. 
They  mark  a  new  era  for  us  in  philosophy ;  and  will  doubtless 
stimulate  thought  and  turn  it  back  to  the  genuine  fountains  of 
Platonism. 

It  is  our  object  in  this  Article  to  endeavor  to  show  what 
Plato's  conceptions  were,  so  far  as  we  can  gather  them  from 
his  writings,  concerning  the  Deity ;  in  what  relation  he 
placed  Him  to  other  truths;  and  to  find  the  source  of  these 
ideas,  in  the  measure  in  which  they  were  .derived.  We  have 
sought  simply  to  bring  into  one  view  the  main  points  relating 
to  this  subject. 

Occupying  so  large  a  place  in  the  history  of  speculation — 
both  the  treasury  of  antecedent  and  the  germ  of  subsequent 
systems — the  Platonic  philosophy  is  yet  most  interesting  as 
furnishing  the  index  to  the  best  productions  of  the  ancient 
mind  in  matters  religious  and  moral.  It  shows  the  highest 
summit  reached  by  either  Greek  or  Roman  thought  in  ethics 
and  theology.  It  both  approaches  nearest  the  doctrines  of  In- 
soiration,  and,  at  the  same  time,  when  compared  with  them, 
gives  the  truest  view  of  the  un approached  and  unapproachable 
simplicity  and  divine  worth  of  Revelation.  When  we  would 
know  the  most  the  human  mind  can  do  without  the  aid  of 
special  enlightenment  from  above,  we  turn  to  Plato.     When 
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we  would  measure  how  far  the  subtlest  intellect — enriched 
with  all  natural  gifts,  but  without  the  peculiar  breathings  of 
that  Spirit  by  which  holy  men  of  old  spake,  falls  short  of  the 
perfect  wisdom  that  is  from  heaven,  we  turn  to  Plato.  His 
thoughts  are  thus  a  landmark  to  all  who  would  compare  hu- 
man and  divine  knowledge.  Though  outside  the  temple, 
where  the  ancient  servants  of  God  bow  and  worship  and  feel 
the  living  coal  from  off  the  altar  touch  their  lips,  he  yet  seems 
to  stand  on  the  threshold,  and  to  hear  and  repeat  the  echoes  of 
the  holy  oracle.  His  conceptions  of  God,  of  the  human  soul, 
of  sin,  and  redemption,  are,  accordingly,  marked  with  a  two- 
fold character;  pointing,  at  once,  with  wonderful  accuracy  to 
the  truth,  and  at  the  same  time  failing  fully  to  reach  the  clear 
and  perfect  substance  of  the  truth.  In  this  light  we  must  re- 
gard them. 

Turning  now  to  consider  the  fact  and  nature  of  Plato's  be- 
lief in  God,  we  remark,  that  he  has  never  been  claimed  by 
Atheists  as  one  of  their  number.  And  those  who  have 
sought  to  shelter  Pantheism,  at  least  in  anything  of  its  grosser 
nature,  under  his  authority,  have  wholly  erred.  Long  ago, 
and  with  sufficient  reason,  he  was  reckoned  by  Cudworth 
among  the  foremost  of  the  ancient  believers  in  the  existence  of 
one  supreme  God.  His  mental  vision  was  too  clear,  his  moral 
instincts  were  too  true,  either  to  rest  in  the  contradictions  of 
polytheism,  or  to  confound  mind  with  matter.  His  rea- 
son demanded  a  ruling  intelligence;  his  heart  craved 
a  God  to  worship,  one  in  whom  his  best  aspirations 
could  center.  Accordingly,  he  sets  forth  a  personal 
Being,  arrayed  in  the  true  attributes  of  personality.  In  this 
he  is  distinguished  from  most  who  preceded  him,  and  stands 
on  ground  reached  by  but  one  or  two  philosophers  before  his 
time.  Rather,  he  makes  their  ground  a  basis  and  point  of  de- 
parture, and  rises  far  above  them — his  views  both  broader  and 
proton  nder. 

Plato  separates  widely  between  the  Deity  and  the  Universe, 
as  to  their  essence  and  mode  of  existence.  But  yet  he  main- 
tains a  close  relation  between  them.  From  and  around  the 
supreme  Deity  he  sees  all  things  proceed  and  revolve.  He 
places  Him  at  the  head  of  the  vast  hosts  of  subordinate  deitiea 
— His  agents  and  servants.    He  makes  Him  the  arranger  and 
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architect  of  the  Universe,  and  its  constant  upholder  and  direct- 
or. He  is  the  center  of  the  moral  world.  He  is  the  end  of 
aspiration,  and  likeness  to  him  is  the  highest  attainment  of 
the  haman  soal. 

Though  here  and  there  Plato  seems  to  confound  the  Deity 
with  some  principle  or  virtue,  so  that  for  the  moment  we  hesi- 
tate ;  though  in  some  of  the  Dialogues  we  grope  for  the  truth ; 
in  other  places  the  record  is  so  clear  and  the  assertions  so  plain  ; 
and,  moreover,  the  ground-work  is  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  ad- 
mit of  little  hesitation  regarding  his  real  views.*  The  Dia- 
logues were  written  at  widely  different  times,  and  for  various 
objects.  In  some  it  is  the  writer's  purpose  to  raise  questions, 
rather  than  to  solve  them.  In  others  he  plays  with  the  sub- 
ject, and  introduces  others'  views,  instead  of  his  own.  Even 
here  there  is  richness  of  thought,  and  wealth  of  illustration, 
serviceable  for  future  use,  if  seeming  for  the  present  to  disap- 
point. It  seems  scarcely  worth  while  to  deny  that  Plato  had 
gathered  his  speculations  upon  metaphysical'  and  m4>ral  sub- 
jects, at  least,  into  a  system.  Does  not  his  very  anxiety  to 
marshal  into  order  the  few  physical  facts  with  which  he  is 
familiar,  prove  this  ?  If  his  works  do  not  express  the  perfect 
result,  in  his  own  mind,  doubtless,  he  clearly  saw  the  relation 
of  the  different  parts  to  a  single  structure  ;  and  all  his  writings 
were  made  to  fit  into  some  portion  of  that  edifice,  and  to  aid 
in  its  completion.!  And  when  in  sober  earnestness  he  pro- 
pounds his  own  doctrines — and  the  tone  at  such  times  changes, 
and  a  certain  sincerity  and  depth  pervade  the  words — then 
we  find  no  uncertainty  in  the  expression,  but  a  precise  and 
clear  statement,  showing  profound  belief  in  a  personal  God.:j: 

If  we  would  appreciate  the  real  position  occupied  by  him  in 
this  respect,  and  understand  the  extent  to  which  he  had  freed 
himself  from  the  chains  of  contemporary  and  prior  religious 
belief,  we  must  compare  his  views  of  the  universe  and  its 
Ruler  with  those  of  the  chief  of  the  Greek  poets.  We  should 
find  him  in  a  different  sphere  from  them.     We  should  imagine 

*  Thus  AckermADn,  in  bis  very  yalaable  work,  appeals  to  the  ttpirit  and  hasU 
of  the  Platonic  sytem,  rather  than  to  detaehed  passaget,  in  finding  a  Ofariati^n 
element  in  that  philosophy. 

f  Ackermann,  pp.  128^. 

X  ¥or  the  ootlinei  of  the  Platonic  Theology,  tee  Aokennaon,  pp.  44-fi6. 
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that  many  centuries,  instead  of  a  short  space,  separated  him 
from  Sophocles  or  jEschylus.  Sincere  as  is  the  piety  of  the 
Father  of  Tragedy,  deep  as  is  his  reverence  for  the  Olympian 
mlers,  and  high  as  he  has  enthroned  the  chief  among  them,  we 
feel  that  he  is  still  held  in  the  bonds  of  Greek  thought,  and 
that  it  is  only  a  great  and  earnest  mind  worshiping  what  at 
best  is  but  the  old  and  imperfect  god — the  familiar  Zeus — and 
bowing  down  before  the  dictates  of  the  well-known  Fates. 

Not  so  with  Plato.  Without  a  special  announcement  of 
his  creed,  we  see  that  he  occupies  a  different  stand-point,  and 
looks  on  a  different  world.  And,  what  is  more  remarkable, 
he  does  not  go  back  to  the  common  theories.  He  is  emanci- 
pated from  them  in  sptrity  because  he  is  conversant  with  purer 
truths.  His  hopes  and  fears  and  reverence  have  an  aim  other  than 
those  of  either  .^Eschylus,  or  Sophocles,  or  even  the  pious  Pin- 
dar. His  heaven  is  higher  than  Olympus,  his  God  is  greater 
and  mightier  aiid  more  ancient  than  Zeus.  He  is  a  Being 
to  be  loved  and  reverenced  for  the  ineffable  purity  of  his 
nature,  no  less  than  for  his  greatness  and  wisdom.  There 
surely  is  some  ground  for  this  change  in  representation  ;  it  can 
arise  only  from  a  total  change  in  conception.  If  it  is  true,  as 
Professor  Blackie  remarks,*  that  **  all  the  previous  culture  of 
Greece,  intellectual  and  poetical,  culminated  in  Plato,^  it  is 
no  less  obvious  that  in  all  that  pertains  to  a  clear  perception  of 
spiritual  entities  there  is  here  great  and  unlocked  for  superi- 
ority over  the  past.  If  it  is  true,  again,  that  **  to  Platens  mind 
atheistical  science  would  convey  about  as  much  meaning  as 
suicidal  life ;  for  science  is  possible  only  where  there  are  ideas, 
and  ideas  are  possible  only  where  there  is  mind ;  and  minds  are 
the  offspring  of  God ;  and  atheism  itself  is  not  merely  ignor- 
ance and  stupidity,  it  is  the  purely  nonsensical  and  the  unintel- 
ligible ;^t — we  must  certainly  find  the  reason  for  this  quickened 
apprehension  in  a  really  purified  discernment  both  of  intellec 
tual  and  moral  truth. 

But  we  proceed  to  verify  these  general  statements  by  examining 
more  indetailPlato'sideaof  God.  As  he  has  made  God  thecenter 


•  Edinburgh  Bnays.    1866.    p.  It. 
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of  his  philosophical  system,  so  he  has  made  all  the  parts  of  that 
system  unite  in  Him  and  holdaspecial  relation  to  Him.  Grouped 
around  are  these  truths ;  ideas,  rational  bein^,  the  material 
universe:  and  understanding  the  relations  of  the  supreme 
Deity  to  these  facts,  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  appreciate 
the  viewt^  of  our  Philosopher  on  the  subject,  both  in  their  defi- 
ciency and  their  truth. 

L  We  will  consider  first  the  Mode  of  God's  Existence,  as  con- 
ceived by  Plato. 

1.  The  Unity  of  God  is  a  real  point  in  his  belief.  It  was  of 
necessity  a  truth  not  easily  grasped,  much  less,  easily  set  forth, 
in  that  ancient  age.  Various  considerations  tended  to  increase 
the  difficulty  of  its  clear  and  constant  presentation.  The  in- 
herent abstruseness  of  the  idea— the  philosopher's  respect  for  the 
sacred  dictates  of  hoary  tradition — the  incompatibility  of  the 
truth  with  the  dominant  faith  of  the  Greeks — and  the  little 
sympathy  it  was  likely  to  meet  with,  nay,  the  hostility  its  an- 
nouncement without  veil  or  compromise  was  sure  to  incur — all 
tended  to  obscure  its  exposition  in  words.  But  its  reception 
by  Plato  is  not  a  matter  of  doubt.  Professor  Lewis,  in  very 
copious  remarks  upon  the  tenth  book  of  the  Laws,  gives  his 
views  of  the  Platonic  Theology.  While  noticing  the  occasional 
inconsistencies  of  his  author,  he  expresses,  in  eloquent  terms,  a 
sentiment  that  every  reader  of  the  Dialogues  must  feel — an 
earnest  conviction  of  a  real  perception  of  and  reverence  for  one 
God  by  the  philosopher.  What  he  says  of  the  employment  of 
the  plural  d^tol  in  that  book,  to  denote  the  divine  nature^ 
seems  perfectly  correct :  "  Throughout  this  whole  argument 
with  the  atheist,  t^c^c  may  be  substituted  for  ^eoi,  without 
at  all  aSecting  its  validity,  and  we  should  by  so  doing  come 
nearer  to  the  philosopher's  true  meaning,  than  by  retaining 
the  common  term,  with  the  misconception  arising  from  onr 
modem  notions  \  that  is,  we  should*  better  translate  his  spirit  by 
adopting  a  slight  mistranslation  of  the  letter."* 

This  is  a  point  denied  by  some  and  reluctantly  admitted  by 
others.  And  it  is  only  after  careful  comparison  of  the  various 
dialogues  that  we  gain  a  settled  conviction  of  the  fact.     But 

*  Plato  ftgalDSt  the  Atheists,     pb  104. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


646  PlaUf%  CanodpHan  [Oet,, 

such  study  shows  more  and  more  evidently  this  trath,  the 
unity  of  God,  lying  in  the  inmost  consciousness  of  Plato  and 
directing  his  thoughts.  The  '^  gods  many  "  of  heathenism  re- 
tire one  by  one  from  around  the  throne  of  the  Supreme  Spirit, 
and  veil  their  faces  in  His  presence.  Clouds  and  darkness  are 
around  Him ;  but  there  are  moments  when  the  clouds  lift  and 
reveal  Him  in  His  ineffable  glory.  This  vagueness,  added  to 
a  conscious  inability  on  the  part  of  the  philosopher  to  speak 
worthily  of  what  is  so  high,  and  an  unwillingness  to  attempt 
the  impossible  task,  permits  the  casual  reader  to  pass  over 
hints  and  half-finished  outlines,  that,  duly  regarded  and  joined 
with  fuller  statements,  would  lead  to  the  true  stand-point  of 
the  writer.* 

It  is  matter  for  wonder,  not  chiefly  that  Plato  gave  person- 
ality to  this  highest  Being — for  the  Greek  mind  could  not  too 
distinctly  clothe  its  deities  with  both  the  forms  and  frailties  of 
mortals — but  that  he  put  that  mighty  Presence  far  back  of  the 
ordinary  gods  of  his  country,  and  while  defining,  at  the  same 
time  not  too  fully  disclosing,  the  glorious  One.  He  finds 
God ;  and  at  once  is  fearful  of  degsading  Him.  This  is  no 
slight  proof  that  something  of  the  truth  had  been  revealed  to 
him.  He  draws  aside  the  veil  to  gaze,  and  straightway  the 
vision  awes  him,  and  lays  restraint  upon  his  tongue.  Not  that 
the  vision  is  lost  upon  him :  it  forms  his  thoughts  to  order  in 
all  higher  contemplations,  and  becomes  the  moulding  principle 
of  his  speculations. — See  where  he  stands :  Others  had  caught 
a  view  of  a  ruling  Intelligence,  but  the  belief  was  for  the  most 

*  Cf.  Van  Heusde,  Initia  philcwoph.  Platonics.  Venmtameo,  qaio  anmn  reapee, 
qui  mundi  et  auctor  et  guberaator  esset,  Deom  habaerit  Plato,  non  est  quod  dn- 
bitemue."    Vol.  iii.,  p.  246. 

Preeldent  (then  Profeasor)  Wools  ey,  in  a  review  of  tbe  first  edition  of  Mr. 
Lewis'  work,  suggests  three  oansee  as  operating  to  forbid  fuller  and  more  precise 
phraseology  upon  the  unity  of  Qod  in  Plato.  1.  His  notion  of  the  supreme  God 
was  somewhat  transcendental,  and  he  felt  the  difficulty  of  bringing  it  down  to 
the  level  of  the  popular  mind.  Not  that  he  made  God  a  mere  essence,  without 
attributes:  but  a  true  knowledge  of  ideas  was  difficult  for  roost  men ;  and  the 
idea  of  God  was  the  last  to  be  reached.  2.  In  yiew  of  disorders  in  the  univerBe, 
he  may  haye  been  disposed  to  confine  God  to  the  intelligible  world,  and  to  intro- 
duce a  set  of  mediators  between  the  Supreme  and  the  lower  uniyerse.  8.  By 
nature  his  mind  was  prone  to  believe  in  spiritual  causes,  and  to  look  with  rever- 
ence upon  the  tradition  of  the  olden  times.    Bib.  Sacra,  ?oL  ii.,  pp.  682-8. 
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part  loosely  held.  Anaxagoras  proclaimed  a  presiding  Mind, 
and  rose  at  a  step  far  above  his  predecessors.  Bat  he  was  not 
constant  in  his  representations ;  and  as  he  proceeds  the  ma- 
terial dims  his  view,  and  Intelligence  merges  into  mere  physi- 
cal force.  Socrates  rose  still  higher,  and  found  an  ever-present 
Providence  arranging  for  the  good  of  all.  Plato  enthroned 
this  Being,  and  made  all  things  dependent  on  His  will. 

Doubtless,  the  more  serious  minds  of  Greece,  as  exemplified 
in  the  chief  tragic  poets,  saw  a  dim  Image  above  the  Olympian 
dynasty,  swaying  all  things  by  its  irrevocable  decrees.  Zeus 
himself  is  not  supreme,  when  we  look  with  exactest  scrutiny 
into  the  sources  of  his  power.  Fate  or  Destiny  controls  even 
the  god  of  gods.  But  Fate  only  emerges  when  the  deepest 
feelings  of  the  soul  are  stirred,  and  it  is  seen  that  a  power 
higher  than  that  of  a  generated  and  finite  being  must  guide 
and  balance  the  strangely  conflicting  forces  of  the  moral 
world. 

The  ruling  God  of  Plato  is  not  Fats.  He  is  brought  into 
more  constant  and  gracious  connection  with  human  affairs. 
He  is  more  distinctly  visible  than  the  old  shadowy  Destiny, 
for  He  is  possessed  of  human  emotions.  Heart  is  added  to 
unconquerable  will ;  wisdom  to  blind,  crushing  power.  A  wise 
and  loving  Providence  takes  the  throne  of  dreadful  Fate;  and 
yet,  though  brought  nearer,  it  is  not  lowered  to  finite  frailties. 
It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  the  primitive  idea  of  one  God, 
after  being  almc^st  lost,  works  itself  out  thus  toward  the  light. 
The  Platonic  Demiurge  is  sufficiently  hidden,  but  He  is  far 
more  personal  than  the  awful  Destiny  of  the  poets.  He  is 
even  "  somewhat  transcendental,"  but  He  is  in  any  event  as 
truly  one  and  as  personal  as  Zeus  himself,  while  his  person- 
ality is  unstained  by  the  remotest  touch  of  imperfection. 

2.  The  God  of  Plato  has  Eternity  of  existence  ascribed  to 
Him.  Uncreated,  self-existent,  He  has  no  beginning.  Mat- 
ter and  Ideas  share  in  this  eternity  of  being.  The  necessary, 
and  so  eternal,  existence  of  the  Deity  is  argued  at  length  and 
with  great  beauty  and  force  in  the  tenth  book  of  the  Laws.  The 
reasoning  is  founded  on  the  well  known  principle  that  soul  is 
a  substance  self-moved — so  a  first  source  of  motion,  and  hence 
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eternal.*  HoweTer  delnsiye  the  principle  when  made  thus 
general,  and  held  irreBpective  of  the  will  and  power  of  God — 
and  Plato  himself  was  led  to  the  proper  limitation  and  use 
of  this  argument  in  sabseqaent  inrestigationsf — it  cartainlj 
applies  with  entire  tmth  to  the  eternity  of  Qod.  And  in  the 
Laws  the  weight  of  argument  rests  on  this  point.  Sonl  is  de- 
clared to  exist  before  body,:^  ^^^  ^  ^  superior  to  it  Among 
all  the  species  and  causes  of  motion  soul  holds  a  distinct  place, 
and  is  the  only  all-sufficient  cause  of  motion,  both  of  other 
things  and  also  of  Usdf.%  Hence  its  superiority  of  nature.  It 
is  the  great  first  cause  of  change.)  It  is  itself  endowed  with 
life,  and  it  alone  bestows  life-T"  It  rules  the  universe,  direct- 
ing all  things,  in  heaven,  on  earth,  and  in  the  sea.''^*  It 
rules  through  intelligence  and  virtue,  having  taken  the  former 
as  an  ally.ft  The  harmony  of  the  whole  course  of  nature  at- 
tests that  it  is  under  such  a  guide, — the  beet,  the  noblest  kind 
of  soul.:(j:    And  it  rules  and  guides  as  a  god.§§ 

From  the  termination  of  the  discussion  on  this  point,  we, 
indeed,  find  the  universe  filled  with  guiding  and  imi>elling 
souls — godsy  as  Plato  calls  them.  But  he,  himself,  seems  to  give 
this  term  in  a  lower  sense  here,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  argument. 
Instead  of  finding  no  Gbd,  is  not  the  universe,  he  argues,  fuU 


*Ph»draft,  51-^8,  (Eng.  tnos.  Plato's  Works.    BoWt  ed.,  London). 

f  Laws,  B.  X.    Tim»uB,  pwnm, 

X  Not  before  matter,  but  hody—organii^  matter. 

§  See  Plato  against  Atheists,  Ezenrsm  xvi.,  on  Uie  impossibility  of  separating 
the  notion  of  spirit  from  that  of  self-motion.  Also  Ex.  zxri.,  on  Aristotle's  mis- 
representation of  Plato^s  doctrine ;  inferring  an  eternal  adiTity  on  the  part  of  the 
Deity,  and  so  deducing  the  eternity  of  the  uniyerse.  8ach  was  not  Plato's 
meaning.  What  he  intended  was  thb :  "that  the  first  Oanse  was  something 
more  than  MwifUf;  an  eternal  oHMiy  constituting  its  Tery  essence,  yet  by  no 
means  n0e€$ritaHnff  it  to  act  out  of  itself  until  by  an  ezerdse  of  will,  it  should 
glre  rise  to  an  outward  universe,  which,  although  actuated  by,  remains  clearly 
distinct  from,  this  everlssting  energy."  p.  192.  Throughout  the  tenth  book  of 
the  Laws,  and  espeoially  hi  the  argument  respecting  motion,  Plato  spealES  not  of 
the  anima  mundi  of  the  Timans,  which  Aristotle  has  In  mind,  but  ''employs  the 
term  toui  for  the  immaterial  principle  which  was  prior  to  all  creation  and  gen* 
•ration  of  matter— in  hci,  as  another  name  for  the  Eternal  Deity  himself." — lU 

I  Laws,  X.  0.  7.  IfiJ.  ••  Ib„  c.  8.  ft  ^^.  tt  ^. 
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of  gods?  One  eternal  Sonl,  at  least,  impels  the  world  of  mat- 
ter.^ In  the  Timseas  the  one  eternal  God  is  set  apart  from 
all  subordinate  deities. 

As  to  the  mode  of  the  existence  of  this  Bein^,  Plato,  in  part, 
shnns  the  question,  declaring  ^'  that  to  find  the  Creator  and 
Father  of  the  nniverse  is  hard  indeed ;  and  when  foand  it  is 
impossible  to  reveal  Him  to  all."t  But  his  whole  system  is 
built  on  the  division  of  all  things  into  the  generated  and  muta- 
ble, and  the  uncreated  andnncbangeable.:^  The  material  uni- 
verse stands  in  one  class ;  God  and  the  archetypal  Ideas  in  the 
other.  As  to  the  duration  of  the  existence  of  the  Deity,  it  is 
unending.  After  the  lesser  gods  are  formed,  He  declares  to 
them  that  they  are  made  possessors  of  an  immortality  bestow- 
ed upon  and  assured  to  them  by  his  own  unchanging  will. 
**  Whatsoever  is  formed  by  me  is  by  my  will  indestructible." 
And  hence  He  declines  to  form  the  inferior  races,  lest  by  virtue 
of  that  creation  they  should  be  immortal.§  Still  he  himself 
ftimishes  the  material  for  the  human  80ul.|| 

He  who  can  thus  bestow  immortality  of  His  own  good 
pleasure  is  viewed  as  self-existent.  He  is  called  the  ^*  eternal " 
God.l 

And  terms  alone,  though  abundant,  do  not  express  the 
whole  conception  on  this  point.  We  are  best  impressed  with 
the  majesty  of  Him  who  is  here  seen  through  a  glass  darkly, 
as  we  find  it  the  sole  object  of  all  these  writings  to  carry  back 
every  conceivable  principle  to  God,  and  make  Him  the  Source 
— the  great  First  Cause.  We  need  not  dispute  about  words, 
when  a  Being  is  revealed  who  in  His  greatness  and  eternity 
embraces  every  perfection. 

8.  Plato  conceives  of  God  as  unchangeable  in  His  being. 
One  of  the  main  points  of  contrast  in  the  Platonic  philosophy 
between  the  intelligible  world  and  the  sensible,  as  they  are 
termed,  is,  that  the  former  always  exists  according  to  the 
^^same  ^ — is  constant  and  immutable — while  the  latter  is  sub- 
ject to  change  and  decay,**    This  indeed  constitutes  the  very 

•CtUwg,xil,o.l8.  tTim.c.ix.  tlbU  glim,  irl 

|Tim.  XYil  ifTlm.  xil  ••Tim.  ix. 
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ftreDcftfa  ftDd  mUimity  of  tluU  sjBtem,  that  it  readia  op  oat  of 
the  sphere  of  the  fiMling  and  tnu»itofj,  and  takes  hold  of  that 
within  tbereiL  Xone  had  so  wfaollj  separated  the  two  worlds, 
and  assf^rned  them  saeh  truthfol  attribotea.  The  risible  and 
the inrKible—wfaat the soisea reach  and  what  uresored  fortbe 
cognizance  of  the  reason  alooe — these  are  here  first,  bj  hu- 
man philosophy,  made  to  oecopj  their  rigfatfol  places.  Bat 
that  immntabflitj  which  shines  so  elearl  j  in  the  invisible  world, 
and  existi  in  the  visible,  though  hidden  onder  changing  forms^ 
has  prioMUilj  its  groand  in  the  nature  of  the  immutable 
God 

Add  to  this,  that  the  Ood  of  Y\aXo  is  pure  fspmX  and  incor- 
poreal ;  that  he  fills  immenftitj  and  His  power  is  everywhere 
feH ;  that  He  is  invisible  and  ineffable;  and  we  see  the  basis 
of  Theism  in  this  profound  philosophy.  Gathering  together 
the  divine  attributes,  scattered  h^e  and  there  through  the  Dia- 
logues, a  Being  em^'ges  personal  and  spiritnaL* 

n.  We  pass  to  consider  the  relation  of  the  Deity  to 
Idea$. 

And  here  we  enter  a  field  unknown  to  modem  speculation, 
except  as  received  from  the  great  Thinker  and  made  the  sobject 
of  criticism.  But  if  we  would  understand  Plato,  we  must  re- 
ceive as  realities  these  ideal  forms,  and  walk  not  as  amid  shad- 
ows but  facts.  Not  to  enter  into  the  subject  of  Platonic  Ideas 
further  than  is  necessary  to  set  forth  the  nature  of  the  divine 
Being,  it  will  be  needful  to  realize  the  principles  of  that  be- 
lief which  pervades  every  part  of  the  Platonic  philosophy. 

In  the  same  sphere,  and  co-existent  with  the  Deity,  are  the 
forms  of  things — the  archetypal  patterns — the  IdeoBj  accord- 
ing to  which  He  fiashioned  every  part  of  the  universe.  In  the 
first  instance  they  exist  apart,  from  eternity  dwelling  in  the 
view  of  God.  They  belong  to  that  world  that  is  unfolded 
only  to  the  pure  intellect,  and  are  the  objects  of  reason, 
without  the  agency  of  the  senses.  Looking  upon  these,  the 
Supreme  mind  formed  all  things,  as  after  a  divine  and  perfect 

*  Cf.  AckennaoD,  p.  49.  He  finds  also  in  P1ato*8  partiality  for  a  Monareky  in 
gorem  men t  a  strong  argomen;;  for  his  real  belief  in  the  unity  of  Ood.  For  in 
his  riew  the  State  is  a  mierocoem — a  copy  of  the  nuiTerse  ordered  and  mied  by 
Ood    p.  47. 
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model.*  The  completed  work  was  imperfect  in  any  wise,  not 
through  defect  in  the  Ideas,  nor  through  want  of  goodness  in 
God,  but  from  the  Intractability  of  matter,  with  which  and  on 
which  He  wrought.  Hence,  the  universe  as  a  whole,  and 
every,  the  minutest  part,  was  fashioned  after  patterns  existing 
forever  in  the  divine  mind. 

What  were  they?  What  was  the  nature,  in  the  view  of  our 
philosopher,  of  these  "  forms  *'  which  he  makes  to  be  impress- 
ed on  matter  in  reducing  it  to  bodies,— of  these  Ideas  after 
which  it  was  wrought  ?  What  is  the  very  svistanoe  of  that 
theory  which  Cicero  declares  Plato  most  strenuously  held,  and 
in  which  he  aflBrms  there  was  something  divine  ?t  To  answer 
this  satisfactorily  may  be  beyond  our  power.  With  one  class  of 
subsequent  thinkers — to  leave  out  of  view  wholly  the  term  as 
employed  in  modem  speculation — we  should  consider  them  as 
veritable  modelSy  eternal  and  immaterial.  With  another  class 
we  shall  find  them  held  as  the  causes  and  principles  of  things. 
With  still  another,  as  the  eternal  Laws  and  Reasons  of 
things.^  Others  hold  that  they  are  the  "  thoughts  of  God," 
mere  oonceptionSy  in  accordance  with  which  he  formed  the 
world.§ 

Of  these  it  may  be  difficult  to  select  any  one  that  fulfills  all 
ths  requirements  of  Plato's  Idea.  He  evidently  held  that  it 
was  something  more  than  a  thought — a  conception  of  the  di- 
vine mind.  He  would  have  made  it,  rather,  the  object  of  such 
thought,  placing  it  before  the  mind  of  God  as  a  subject  of  con- 
templation, and  so  have  widely  separated  Ideas  from  divine 
conceptions.]  Again,  though  we  might  regard  them  as  causes, 
it  would  clearly  be  in  a  secondary  sense,  and  from  their  close 
connection  with  creation.  That  they  are  principles^  in  some 
sense,  as  having  in  a  manner  passed  into  the  essence  of  the 
material  world,  we  cannot  deny,  and  probably  Plato  so  re- 
garded them.    Professor  Butler  finds  in  the  Ideal   theory  a 

*  Tim.  VL  t  Acad.  I.  9. 

t  Butler,  Lectnreg  Hist  Anc;  Phfl.    Vol.  ii.,  p.  127. 
§  For  various  opinioDS.  cf.  Fleming's  Vocab.  Phil.,  Idea. 
I  In  the  Republic,  z.  2,  God  is  represented  as  the  oriffinator  of  these  patterns 
in  natare,  as  something  objectiTe  to  Himself. 
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refereooe  to  the  totot  aiMlrMicMf  of  thiogk  Hekikkdik  as 
the  red  troth  cootiuDed  in  that  dteory.  It  does,  indeed,  gira 
demrneM  to  this  intrieate  subject^  mod  bj  its  simplicitj  com- 
meodft  iudf  to  modern  thoof^t.  But  we  most  sdll  doobt 
whether  this  laj  in  the  mind  of  PUto  with  toch  distinctn€« 
and  omplicity  as  set  forth  by  his  expounds.  And  while  this 
was  doubtless  embraced  as  a  prominent  part  in  his  oonoqition, 
it  erideotlj  did  not  compl^ely  measore  it. 

The  word  Idia  is  nsed  in  place  of  t2Soc,  according  to  the 
EdircH*  and  Annotator  of  Professor  Batiks  Lectures,  in  the 
more  mature  of  Pistols  works,  and  marks  the  completed  theory 
in  the  mind  of  its  anth<»'.*  And  he  likewise  says^  this  f<Nrmer 
term,  expressing  the  perfect  and  the  purest  form  of  the  doe- 
trine,  is  nsed  where  it  is  desired  to  express  the  Idea  under  the 
aspect  of  a  icapiitqiuiy  or  pattern.  Professor  Butler  himself 
remarks,!  that  ^  of  all  the  terms  expressive  of  the  original 
idea,  none  is  more  constantly  used  than  napdJkcffta^  an  exem- 
plar,''  in  the  writings  of  Plato.  This  then  is  the  acknowledged 
form  und^  which  he  most  constantly  presents  his  theory. 
Now  the  inquiry  is,  is  this  a  mere  figurative  expression,  or  did 
Plato  put  a  part  of  the  very  truth  and  reality  of  his  doctrine 
here !  Did  he  believe,  and  did  he  mean  to  teach,  that  there 
was  a  world  filled  with  immaterial  patierM^  of  which  tiiis 
world  and  all  it  contains  are  simple  copies  t  Bis  repres^ita- 
tions  will  scarcely  allow  us  to  doubt  it^    While  likewise  em- 

*BotUr,  Tol  a,  p.  ISl,  note. 

f/6.,p.l«. 

XT\mmm^  fMmim,  Oroie  tpcakt  tkoi  of  tke  Hakooie  tiieory,  m  tBtrodaoas 
**  two  dlttinet  b«t  partially  iater-aommvaieatias  world»— oae  of  Mpante,  paraa- 
naat,  aiiehaiigeal>U  Forma  or  Ideaa— 4ba  ottier  of  iadiTidttal  oljaotB,  traMum 
and  raiiabla ;  paitioipatiog  in,  aod  reeeiTing  denomination  from  tfceoe  Forma." 
"*  Plato,"  Ac,  ToL  ii,  p.  27a  He  deCarmhioa  tbat  the  eommoo  doctrine  ia  dead- 
edlj  that  or'«Mparata,ad£€iiateBt,abaoliite  Forma  or  IdeaiL*  Thkiathedao- 
triae  which  Plalo  fai  Tariooa  diaiosuaa— the  Bepnhlie,  Phiedo,  PhOaboi,  TImjBiM, 
Ac, — "  moat  freqnaoU j  inaiata  upon,  and  whidi  Aristotla  both  annonncea  and 
eombata  at  eharacteriatie  of  Plato."— A.,  p.  S7S. 

In  the  Craijhia  appropriate,  aelf-exiatent,  and  pordj  objectiTe  Forma  are  pre- 
dicated of  iMMM*  themaelTea,  no  leea  than  of  thinga.  Thai  Plato  felt  the 
ftiU  fbree  of  the  obfectiona  to  his  aettled  yiewa  may  be  aeen  from  the  Pafmeoidee 
and  the  Sophiat. 

For  other  opiniooa  than  thoae  of  OroU,  tee  Bitter,  Hist  Aac  Pha  E,  p.  SSL 
,p.l8S. 
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bracing  the  ultimate  reason  of  things,  and  the  laws  under 
"which  they  are  formed ;  and  while  holding,  moreover,  that 
the  invisible  essence  of  each  thing  is  most  intimately  connect- 
ed with  its  ''idea,"  and  so  becomes  a  subtle  bond,  uniting  it 
with  the  eternal,  and  carrying  our  thoughts,  as  well,  to  the  ab- 
solute and  unchangeable — 18  not  the  first  and  underlying  coa- 
ception  of  the  whole  with  Plato,  what  indeed  he  terras  it,  that 
the  "  idea  "  is  b, pattern  of  the  body  ?  And  when  these  '*  ideas  " 
are  stripped  of  all  material  clothing,  have  we  not  a  conception 
sufficiently  abstract?  Here  is  an  ideal  world,  uncreated,  ex- 
isting apart — the  only  object  of  certain  knowledge — dimly 
shadowed  in  this  visible  world,  through  which  the  mind  of 
man  must  struggle  up  to  the  perfect  and  absolute. 

It  has  been  a  favorite  thought  with  the  poets,  this  unseen 
and  perfect  original  of  the  material  world.  Akenside  employs 
it  in  a  passage  of  much  elegance  :  •         .» 

"Ere  the  rising  sun  , 

Shone  o'er  the  deep,  or  'mid  the  vault  of  night 

The  mooD  her  silver  lamp  suspended ;  ere  '      . 

The  vales  with  springs  were  water'd»  or  with  groves  .  •  ^ 

Of  oak  or  pine  the  ancient  hills  were  crownM  ; 

Then  the  Great  Spirit,  whom  his  works  adore, 

Within  his  own  deep  essence  viewed  the  forms. 

The  forms  eternal  of  created  things : 

The  radiant  sun  ;  the  moon's  nocturnal  lamp  ;  '       n 

The  mountains  and  the  streams;  the  ample  stores  ,^i 

Of  earth,  of  heaven,  of  nature.     From  the  first, 

•     'III 
On  that  fuU  scene  hie  love  divine  he  tix'd, 

His  admiration ;  till,  io  time  complete,  ,  '         ••      • 

What  he  admir'd  and  lovM,  his  vital  power  '  «^  «  iil 

Unfolded  into  being.     Hence  the  breath     »       i  ,    ^       ,,  ii^iLit 

Of  life  informing  each  organic  frame  ;  • 

Heuce  the  green  earth,  and  wild-resounding  waves  ; 

Hence  light  and  shade,  alternate  ;  warmth  and  cold ; 

And  bright  autumnal  skies,  and  vernal  showers, 

And  all  the  fair  variety  of  thinga'* 

PUa9wr€t  of  the  Imaginatwnj  Book  I. 

And  Spenser  reaches  the  inmost  conception  of  Platonism 
in  the  following  lines,  in  making  perfect  Beauty  to  be  the  es- 
sence of  the  divine  exemplar,  wherever  that  may  exist : 
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'"That  wondrooB  paUenie,  wl^ratoe^er  it  be. 
Whether  in  earth,  laid  op  in  aeeret  atore. 
Or  ebe  in  hearen,  that  no  man  may  it  see 
With  einfoi  tjes^  for  fear  it  to  deflore, 
la  perfect  beauty.* 

Qaoted,  Vooab.  Phil,  Idea. 

How  grand  a  conception  is  this,  when  we  consider  for  what 
pnrpose  Plato  wrought  it  ont ;  and  how  firm  and  sure  a  basis 
of  belief  he  gave  himself  and  others,  where  no  solid  footing 
before  existed  I  He  needed  surety.  He  would  find  some  bond 
uniting  the  soul  of  man  directly  with  God.  He  would  see 
even  in  the  fleeting  and  imperfect  things  of  sense  some  trace 
of  the  divine.  He  would  make  even  the  visible  world,  and  all 
things  that  are,  bear  within  themselves  some  imperishable  to- 
ken of  their  great  Former's  power.  He  would  bind  the  world 
to  its  Maker ;  and  connect  time  with  eternity — weakness  with 
strength — imperfection  with  perfection — the  perishable  with 
the  eternal ! 

At  this  he  aimed  in  the  construction  of  his  theory.  What- 
ever his  success — whatever  the  precise  meaning  of  his  doctrine 
— this  was  his  aim.  And  he  built  up  a  theory  that  appar- 
ently met  completely  his  purpose.  None  before  him  had 
attempted  a  work  so  high  and  pure.  The  need  of  some  such 
result  was  felt,  but  none  had  seen  the  problem  so  clearly,  much 
less  was  any  other  able  to  solve  it  so  satisfactorily.  And  this, 
as  we  have  said,  binds  the  world  to  Gtod.  And  God  is 
seen  working  ailer  a  pre-existing  order  and  plan,  and  imposing 
laws  that  had  ruled  from  eternity  in  that  upper  invisible 
sphere.  All  then  is  One.  All  is  bound  into  one  system — God 
the  Fashioner  and  Upholder  of  all.  By  a  golden  chain 
the  eternal  Father  descends  to  the  world  and  girds  it  to 
himself. 

How  noble  is  the  thought,  and  how  nobly  is  it  developed  ! 
But  when  discoursing  of  these  high  things — the  nature  of  the 
Supreme  Being  and  His  works—Plato,  with  perfect  candor,  de- 
clares his  inability  to  give  more  than  probable  explanations ; 
to  propound  a  theory  that  shall  be  least  open  to  objection,  and 
that  shall  remove  the  greatest  difficulties.''^    Here  is  the  bur- 

♦•nnuc.  ix. 
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den  the  philosopher  felt  in  all  his  epeculationg.  He  might  set 
in  order  a  harmonious  system ;  he  could  not  but  feel  it  was 
human  reasoning,  after  all.  How  he  longed  for  a  confirming 
or  rectifying  word  from  above  I 

But  for  us,  as  for  him,  his  theory  of  Ideas  serves  to  connect 
the  Deity  with  His  works,  and  His  works  with  Him.  Here  is 
the  ladder,  np  which  the  mind  ascends  to  uncliangincc  realities. 
Principles^  the  philosopher  felt,  could  not  be  found  among  the 
fleeting  forms  of  earth.  There  was  nothing  stable  in  which 
they  could  exist.  Where  was  perfection  ?  Nothing  herecnuld 
show  it.  There  was  justice,  but  not  perfect  without  admix* 
ture.  There  was  goodness,  but  none  could  find  it  in  its 
purity ;  beauty,  but  none  could  gather  its  scattered  forms  and 
combine  it  into  one  complete  image.  And  imperfection  in  all 
he  saw,  or  heard,  or  imagined,  as  existing  here,  called  for  Per- 
fection. Plato  searched  the  earth  in  vain  for  the  principles 
that  all  phenomena  shadowed  forth.  Therefore  he  rose  into 
another  sphere,  and  made  that  the  world  of  realities.  There  he 
found  that  perfect  Justice,  and  Goodness,  and  Beauty  sought 
for  in  vain  here.  And  thus  he  pointed  out  the  lofty  goal,  and 
winged  the  thoughts  of  man  to  ascend  to  it.  How  does  tiie  whole 
soul  rise,  like  the  eager  Eros,  he  has  so  beautifully  pictured,  to 
seek  the  high  and  eternal  thin^  of  that  upper  sphere!  Plato 
is  the  great  Teacher  of  Faith.  Wearied,  dissatisfied  with  the 
fading  and  incomplete  treasures  of  this  world,  he  has  taught 
the  soul,  like  the  fabled  god  of  Love,  in  want,  but  longing  for 
enduring  riches,  to  pass  to  more  and  more  lofty  objects,  till  it 
finds  the  fruitition  of  its  hopes.*  By  these  terms — ideas,  forms, 
patterns,  the  intelligible — harsh  and  meaningless  as  they  seem 
to  us,  he  was  enabled  to  pass  from  the  seen  to  the  invisible.  They 
formed  the  avenue  leading  from  the  blind  doorway  on  earth  to 
the  grand  and  imperishable  temple  on  high  !  From  separate 
and  finite  ideas  he  rose  to  the  crowning  Idea — God. 

What  Revelation  has  given  us,  Plato  attempted  in  this  rude 
but  most  noble  way  to  form  for  himself.  He  threw  up  a  pathway 
for  faith,  and  reached  the  very  presence  of  God.     We  admire 

«  Banquet,  29,  84,  35. 
VOL.   XXVIII.  42 
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the  power  that  could  grasp  such  a  truth  in  any  way ;  and  re- 
joice that  the  rest  he  sought  was  in  some  measure  given  him. 
And  we  shall  see  the  Deity,  whom  he  found  and  realized 
to  himself,  entering  in  this  way  into  the  unirerse  of  matter 
and  mind. 

in.  To  Plato's  conception,  again,  the  relation  of  the  Su- 
preme Deity  to  the  world  of  matter  is  that  of  Architect,  rather 
than  Creator. 

The  material  with  which  He  works  exists  uncreated  from 
eternity,  like  Himself.  There  are  qnestions  concerning  the 
Platonic  "matter"  hard  to  settle.  But  some  things  are  dis- 
tinctly stated  as  the  belief  of  the  philosopher,  at  least  what  he 
readily  accepts.  From  his  representations  the  almost  neces- 
sary inference  is,  that  matter,  or  what,  for  a  better  name,  he 
calls  matter,  is  eternal.*  Bnt  we  must  in  thought  divest  it  of 
all  qualities^  abstract  from  it  form  and  every  primary  and 
secondary  attribute — ^reduce  it  to  the  bare  substratum — ^before  . 
we  shall  reach  the  conception  of  Plato.f  When  this  is  done, 
we  have  what  he  considered  the  condition  of  all  that  is  pro- 
duced; the  "receptacle,"  the  "nurse,"  the  "mother,"  the 
"  seat,"  of  all  things  formed.if  This  primary  element  the  great 
Architect  fashioned  according  to  pre-existing  types,  and  by  im- 
posing upon  it  forms  of  every  variety  produced  all  things  that 
exist.  This  crude  abstract  material,  what  Aristotle  terms  SXrjy 
is  thus  considered  the  basis  of  all  things,  and  is  wrought  up 
from  a  shapeless  and  unformed  mass  into  every  species  of  ani- 
mate and  inanimate  nature.§ 

The  notion  of  absolute  creation  out  of  nothing  was  wholly 
unknown  to  ancient  speculation.  And  in  receiving  this  pri- 
mary matter  as  the  substance  of  the  universe  Plato  merely  fol- 
lowed— a  thing  of  necessity,  as  he  seemingly  deemed  it — ^those 
who  had  preceded  him.  And  yet  he  feels  restraint  in  dealing 
with  it.  He  knows  not  how  rightly  to  designate  the  chaotic 
mass,  which  is  indeed  without  any  distinguishing  feature. 
He  labors  to  define  what  admits  of  only  negative  definition 
and  figurative  illustration. 

*  Bntler,  toI.  ii.,  p.  171,  «t  ug.  f  '^^  ^^^*    ^^*  Cioero,  Aead.  i,  1. 

t  Tim.  zzU.,  zadT.  §01  Lewif,  p.  128. 
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What  shall  we  say  of  this  principle  of  his  philosophy  ?  We 
must  admit  it;  bat  at  the  same  time  acknowledge  that  he  re- 
dnces  the  offending  term  as  nearly  as  possible  to  nothing,  and 
allows  it  in  no  wise  to  contest  the  palm  with  the  one  Supreme 
God.  It  has  no  life,  no  attributes,  it  is  simple  existence — al- 
most to  be  compared  to  pure  space.  In  order  to  eliminate  this  co- 
eternal  element,  some  would  make  the  philosopher  teach  that 
matter  itself  is  the  product  of  the  creative  power  of  the  Deity. 
But  this  is  contrary  to  the  express  doctrine  of  Plato.*  His 
scheme  is  not  perfect.  But  taking  it  as  it  is,  with  all  its 
defects,  which  Revelation  alone  could  remove,  we  wonder  at 
his  noble  conceptions  and  the  amount  of  truth  he  has  un- 
folded. 

And  this  consideration  must  be  borne  in  mind,  as  we  find 
innumerable  subordinate  deities  ranging  themselves  under  the 
leadership  of  the  supreme  God.  These  are  His  servants  and 
vicegerents,  ruling  with  delegated  authority  in  every  part  of 
His  dominions,  supplying  the  immediate  power  that  controls 
the  details  of  life  and  fortune  and  government,  and  thus,  while 
filling  offices  beneath  the  dignity  of  their  master  to  engage  in, 
accounting  also  for  the  presence  of  disorders  and  evils  in 
the  divine  economy.f  If  other  philosophers  had  felt  no 
need  of  introducing  Mind  into  their  speculations  upon  the  ori- 

*  Professor  Lewis  hesitates  to  admit  the  strict  eternity  of  matter  as  a  belief  of 
Plato,  pp.  272-286.  His  Reviewer  writes  thus:  "  To  us  it  seems  Ukely  that 
Plato  conceived  of  matter  as  an  eternal  principle  by  the  side  of  God.  But  thea 
it  waa  a  principle  in  a  very  different  (*ense  from  that  in  which  God  and  IdeaA  were 
principles.  It  waa  not  the  cause  of  the  reality  and  essence  of  outward  things, 
but  was  rather  to  be  classed  itself  with  non-existences.  To  it  was  to  be  ascribed 
that  there  could  be  outward  things,  but  the  perpetual  flux  and  the  nec«88ary  im- 
perfection of  outward  things  were  due  to  it  also.  With  such  a  view  of  the  mat. 
ter  it  is  scarcely  more  strange  that  Plato  felt  no  necessity  of  referring  it  to  a 
cause,  than  that  we  feel  none  in  respect  to  time  and  space."  Bib.  Sacra,  vol  ii., 
p.  686. 

+  Tim.  xvii.  In  the  Laws  this  minute  subdivision  of  the  universe,  with  the 
varied  offices  of  the  inferior  gods,  is  not  so  fully  brought  out,  though  it  is  suggest- 
ed. There  it  is  soiU  in  the  widest  sense  that  rules.  "  This  was  enough  for  his 
argument,  without  any  farther  precision  or  eiplanaticm,  when  dealing  with 
the  rttheist,  who  denied  all  powers  above  roan,  be  they  one  or  many." — Lewis, 
p.  230. 
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gin  of  natnre,  if  even  Anaxagoras  had  failed  to  hold  with  firm 
grasp  his  first  most  fruitful  principle,  Plato  could  frame  no 
part  of  a  system  into  which  it  should  not  enter.  Intelligence  was 
the  element  of  perfection.  Hence,  with  more  than  simple  con- 
currence, he  connected  soal  and  its  operations  with  all  his 
theories.  The  Timssus  confessedly  is  nothing  but  a  collection 
of  the  physical  notions  current  in  the  various  schools  of  the 
day.  But  they  are  arranged  according  to  Plato's  own  view  of 
harmony,  and  especially  by  him  are  all  things  marshaled  un  - 
der  the  leadership  of  Mind.''^ 

In  various  classes  the  lower  deities  rise,  from  the  humble 
guardian  spirit  to  the  Life  that  fills  the  vast  rolling  uni- 
verse. Incited  by  His  own  goodness,  the  Father  of  all  reduced 
the  chaotic  mass  of  primeval  matter  to  form  and  order ;  and 
considering  that  intelligence,  even  here,  was  better  than  its  lack, 
and  that  intelligence  was  inseparable  from  soul.  He  endowed 
the  universe  with  a  Soul,  pervading  and  controlling  all  its 
motions.t  The  body  of  the  universe  He  formed  from  fire  and 
earth ;  and  connected  the  two  by  air  and  water,  in  a  strict  pro- 
portion ;  making  it  indissoluble  except  by  His  own  power. 
Globular,  undecaying,  perfect  within  itself,  endowed  with  a 
circular  mot^'on,  the  universe  was  fashioned  by  the  eternal 
Father  '^'  a  blessed  god."  Soul  animates  the  entire  frame  • 
bound  to  the  centre  of  the  sphere  and  reaching  through  and 
filling  every  part ;  soul,  not  later-born,  but  more  ancient  than 
the  perfected  body.  Within  the  bounds  of  this  only-begotten 
universe,  the  greatest  and  best,  every  created  thing  is  contained. 
The  planets  roll  within  its  borders,  each  a  winged  god.  The 
fixed  stars — each  one  the  vehicle  of  a  directing  spirit — hold 
their  course  on  a  far  exalted  plane.  All  move  according  to 
the  principles  of  number  and  harmony.  All  partake  in  their 
nature  of  the  eternal  and  the  constant  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
the  mutable,  on  the  other.:^ 

*  The  views  expressed  id  the  Timnns  "  sre  not  in  idle  ornament  of  a  Platonic 
dialogue,  bnt  opinions  wiiieh  were  gradually  formed  in  Plato's  mind  as  he  fol- 
lowed out  the  thought  that  all  in  nature  has  its  end  and  design,  and  is  planned 
by  reason  and  intriHgenoe.**— Ritter,  ii,  p.  880. 

f  Cf.  Yoeab.  PhiL,  Anima  Mundi, 

JTim.  x-XT. 
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And  now  the  Deity  prepares  to  fill  the  world  with  life. 
The  air,  the  sea,  the  dry  land,  are  peopled ;  but  not  directly 
by  His  forming  hand.  The  celestial  g«»d8  having  been  formed, 
and  the  race  of  deities  known  in  the  Greek  Theogony  being 
generated,  the  great  Architect  commits  to  the  former  the  crea- 
ation  of  the  inferior  races,  Himself  compounding  the  immortal 
part.  Thus  the  Supreme  Being  was  the  immediate  Author  of 
the  human  soul ;  composing  it  of  the  same  elements  as  the 
soul  of  the  universe,  though  somewhat  reduced  in  purity,  He 
made  it  divine  and  immortal,  and  declared  its  fate  according 
to  its  chosen  course  of  life.*  This  high  position  assigned  to  the 
nobler  part  of  man,  raises  him  above  the  material  world 
in  which  he  was  placed,  and  makes  him  subordinate  only  to 
the  race  of  gods. 

The  human  body  is  the  work  of  God's  servants,  who  curi- 
ously knit  the  frame  together  from  borrowed  portions  of  the 
four  elements — a  debt  to  be  repaid  at  death — and  make  it  a 
mortal  home  for  an  immortal  spiritf  The  details  of  the  work, 
carried  out  at  great  length,  we  need  not  dwell  upon.  A  few 
words  at  the  close  of  the  Timseus  embrace  the  formation  of 
birds,  reptiles,  fishes,  and  quadrupeds. 

In  all  we  see  Intelligence  ruling  supreme.  And  Intelli- 
gence and  all  its  works  proceed  from  the  one  eternal  God. 
And  Goodness  likewise  directed  all.  Wisdom  and  Goodness 
are  stamped  on  the  circle  of  the  heavens,  are  inwoven  into 
the  very  texture  of  the  earth,  and  whatsoever  breathes  upon 
it,  and  into  the  essence  of  spirit.  Wisdom  and  Goodness, — 
these  are  not  occasional,  but  ever-pervading  principles  in  the 
Platonic  Philosophy.  The  teachings  of  Socrates  are  carried 
out  most  consistently.  No  other  scheme  of  ancient  philoso- 
phy reached  this  clearness  of  C4>nception.  No  other  intro- 
duced a  God  so  perfectly  endowed  with  these  shining  attri- 
butes, and  made  them  stand  foremost,  alwajs  and  without 
fear.  Plato  is  as  much  distinguished  by  the  troth  of  these 
fundamental  points  as  by  the  sublimity  of  his  conceptions. 
He  found  a  God.  He  made  Him  supreme,  and  wise,  and 
good,  and  consistently  held  Him  forth  in  this  character.     And 

♦  Tim,  xtI.,  XTiL  t  Tl™-  »^>« 
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he  calls  us,  and  called  those  of  his  daj,  to  admire  the  proofs  of 
God's  creative  power  and  providential  care — all  in  harmony, 
all  upheld  by  His  beneficence.  His  benign  providence  is  fully 
argued  in  the  Laws,*  showing  that  sleepless  watch  is  main- 
tained by  the  heavenly  powers  over  all — the  least — of  the 
affairs  of  men.  And  again,  He  is  represented  as  giving  the 
new-created  man  into  the  charge  of  the  celestial  beings  who 
had  assisted  at  his  creation,  and  exhorting  them  to  rule  well 
and  graciously  over  him,  that  he  might  not  become  a  source  of 
evil  to  himeelf.^ 

These  representations  of  the  divine  power  and  providence  are 
scarcely  consistent  with  the  view  that  would  confound  the 
Deity  with  His  work.  M.  Bautain  finds  the  germ  of  Pan- 
theism in  Plato's  doctrines.  He  says,  ^'  It  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  press  very  much  the  Platonian  dualism,  in  order  to 
find  in  it  this  error;  for,  according  to  Plato,  there  is  no  exist- 
ence, no  perfection,  no  beauty,  except  in  the  spiritual,  intelli- 
gible world.  The  world  of  matter,  the  hyld,  has  neither 
existence  nor  beauty ;  it  expresses  only  privation,  limitation, 
non-existence.":(:  These  words,  we  think,  do  not  fairly  inter- 
pret our  philosopher.  And  further  on  M.  Bautain  admits 
that  Plato  in  reality  does  not  go  beyond  dualism,  though  he 
stops  short  by  a  logical  inconsistency.§  This  is  well  enough 
for  a  comparison  of  systems.  But  for  our  purpose  the  chief 
inquiry  should  be,  whether  in  any  way  Plato  was  able  to 
escape  from  the  almost  universal  error  of  his  age.  If  he  did 
escape,  we  will  not  quarrel  with  the  mode,  nor  thrust  him 
back  into  bondage.  He  is  often  enough  in  the  dark,  he  is  not 
entirely  consistent,  but,  on  the  whole,  he  seems  to  separate 
sufSciently  between  the  Deity  and  His  organized  work,  as  well 
as  between  Him  and  the  primordial  matter.] 


•  B.  X.  f  Tim.  xrii.,  end. 

%  Trane.  in  TheoL  Edeetic,  Vol.  IIL,  p.  96.  §  lb,  p.  109. 

I  Ackennaon  acknowledget  the  presence  of  Pantl&eistio  tendencUs  and  idMt  io 
Plato,  but  remarkfl :  "  Pantheism,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word,  does  not  ex- 
ist eyery where  where  Pantheistie  elements  may  be  found;  the  latter  occur  fre- 
quently, the  first  rarely  oocurs.**  Chr.  Element,  p.  258.  Of  Initia  philosoph. 
Platonics,  IIL,  p.  251. 
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The  doctrine  of  Neceeaitj  emerges  in  this  connection.  In 
the  whole  work  of  arranging  the  universe  and  ordering  its 
parts,  the  Deitj  was  opposed  bj  a  force  inherent  in  the  mate- 
rial wherewith  He  wrought  There  was  a  struggle  between 
mind  and  the  intractability  of  matter,  and  the  latter  is  repre« 
sented  as  being  overcome  only  by  force ;  and,  even  thus,  com> 
ing  short  of  perfection.*  This  notion,  found  in  all  human 
philosophies,  is  grounded  on  the  universal  sentiment  of  an 
eternal  combat  between  good  and  evil.  It  is  a  deep-seated 
feeling  in  the  heart  of  man ;  and  it  is  curious  to  note  how 
little  man  has  been  able  to  fathom  the  real  depth  of  the  prob- 
lem. Thi»  hostility  and  struggle  are  real.  But  it  is  a  moral 
disorder  and  conflict ;  while  human  speculations  have  always 
made  the  prime  offense  rest  in  a  material  cause.  Matter  in 
itself  has  been  made  evil,  and  the  source  of  evil  to  the  spirit. 
What  an  error  is  this — the  o&pring  of  a  darkened  heart — 
changing  the  very  ground  and  terms  of  depravity, — the  most 
sad  and  real  fact  in  the  moral  government  of  Ood  I  Plato 
was  not  free  from  the  error,  and  in  this  form  it  emerges  here.f 


♦  Tim.  nd. 

\  C£  "PUto  AgaiDit  the  Atbebtt,*"  Ex.  xxzL  liay  not  Prof.  Lewis  lay  too 
much  strets  on  the  assertion  in  the  Laws  that  there  are  '*  two  souls,  at  least ;  the 
one  beneficent,  the  other  able  to  work  injury  **  ?  In  deducing  the  dootrinefof 
two  uncreated  principle*,  both  personal  in  the  same  sense,  he  perhaps  interprets 
too  strongly  a  casual  personification  of  Plato's.  That  PUto  weighed  caref  ally 
the  data  in  the  dark  problem  of  the  origin  of  evil,  is  evident  That  he  wavered 
in  opinion,  and  finally  fiuled  of  a  satisfactory  result,  ss  all  must,  is  certain. 
But  it  seems  more  consonant  with  his  other  teachings  to  think  that  he  did  not 
really  set  a  malevolent,  self-existent  soul  in  opposition  to  the  Good  Spirit.  All 
that  opposes  Ood,  whether  in  the  moral  or  physical  world,  is  only,  in  a  manner, 
personified  into  an  evil  principle.  Explanation  is  thus  given  to  the  diffsrent 
accounts  in  the  Laws,  Republic,  Timsns,  and  Politicu,  ss  quoted  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
(p.  212).  The  myth  introduced  by  him  from  the  last  dislogue  is  confirmatory  of 
this ;  and  is  deeply  interesting  as  showing  one  way  in  which  the  mind  may  con. 
ceive  oi  the  entrance  and  working  of  evil.  "  Ood  himself  at  one  time,  guides 
this  universe  and  turns  it  round.  Again,  he  abandons  it  to  itself,  when  the 
periods  of  its  destined  times  have  received  their  full  complement,'*  Ac.  p.  218. 
The  universe,  partaking  of  the  divine,  strives  to  keep  a  uniform  course ;  but  par- 
taking also  of  matter,  it  is  more  or  less  turned  aside,  and  evils  ensue.  "  Neither 
muet  ¥>e  iuppoee  that  ttco  Ood$  with  oppoeing  pnrpoeee  conduct  itM  revolutionej^ 
Ac.    p.  214.    Here  the  cause  of  error  is  expressly  assigned  to  an  innate phyeieal 
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But  evil  conld  not  rule.  Out  of  all  the  sovereign  Deity 
brings  harmony  and  utiity  ;  and  the  oni  verse,  fashioned  with 
consummate  skill,  and  ordered  by  perfect  laws,  from  center  to 
circumference  beats  with  the  Thought  of  Ood  as  a  heart- 
stroke.  The  doctrines  of  Pythagoras  were  turned,  in  their 
general  principles,  to  good  account  by  his  disciple ;  and  are 
made  to  fit  into  and  perfect  a  more  noble  structure  than  their 
author  had  conceived.  They  are  made  to  render  more  appar- 
ent, by  the  aid  of  mathematical  relations,  the  supreme  wisdom 
and  care  seen  in  creation. 

In  the  Statesman,*  as  we  have  seen,  is  given  a  curious 
picture  of  the  early  race  of  men  under  the  reign  of  Saturn. 
That  deity  is  described  as  watching  over  his  charge,  as  a  shepH 
herd  watches  his  flock, — leading  tiiem  and  providing  for  them 
in  a  simple,  primitive  way,  not  unlike  that  given  in  Scripture, 
and  agreeing  with  the  many  delightful  dreams  of  a  golden 
age.  While  the  deity  himself  presided  over  them  they  were 
blessed,  according  to  the  desire  and  injunction  of  the  Supreme 
Buler,  who  committed  them  to  his  hands.  But  when  left  to 
less  watchful  care,  disasters  attend  them,  and  convulsions  rack 
the  world.  This  is  fable.  But  it  agrees  well  with  the  views 
already  set  forth.  The  feelings  and  purposes  of  the  Sovereign 
Deity  are  Beneficence  itself  in  the  formation  and  ordering  of 
all  things ;  and  Intelligence  guides  His  counsels. 

Thus,  according  to  Plato,  is  the  world  in  the  hands  of  a  wise 
and  good  God. 

rV.  We  come  next  to  consider  the  relation  of  that  Being  to 
the  moral  world. 

What,  more  fully,  is  the  character  of  the  Supreme  Being? 
In  what  position  does  He  stand  to  virtue  and  vice,  and  to  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  His  creatures?  Such  an  inquiry  is  im- 
portant. We  are  anxious  to  know  on  what  plane  Plato  will 
put  the  Author  of  all  things  in  respect  to  moral  phenomena. 

pervertUy  /and  this  cause  operates  through  various  viciasifcudes,  engendering 
woe  and  ruin,  until  God  again  takes  the  helm. 

Cf.  Review  of  Mr.  Lewis's  work.  Bib.  Sacra,  Vol.  II ,  pp.  686-9.  Also, 
Cudworth,  *'  Intel  System  of  Universe,"  Vol.  L,  p.  295,  seq.  Also,  Grote's, 
Plato,  YoL  III.,  p.  249,  on  meaning  of  word  necessity  in  the  Tioueus. 

•  Cap.  16,  16. 
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This,  also,  will  be  a  test  question  as  to  his  own  spiritnal  in- 
sight and  sense  of  need,  and  will  determine  his  standing  Among 
the  philosophers  of  his  day.  Without  doubt  he  is  the  most 
spiritnal  of  all  ancient  inquirers  after  truth.  And  the  GKkI  he 
has  found  is  placed  high  above  the  gods  of  the  popular  my- 
thology. Bat  do  we  find  a  Christian  Theism  in  his  works  ? 
Far  from  that.  The  figure  is  imperfect  enough,  and  the  lines 
often  undecided.  But  there  are  glimpses  of  truth  there  never 
caught  by  others  of  his  time, — we  may  say,  by  none  of  any 
age  without  a  revelation.  There  are  attributes  ascribed  to  the 
Deity,  and  tenaciously  held,  that  place  the  Ood  of  Plato  in  a 
position  of  holy  majesty  and  dignity. 

1.  He  is  not  the  Author  of  evil.*  Il  would  be  a  contradiction, 
in  the  view  of  our  philosopher,  to  call  Him  good,  while  yet  he 
in  any  wise  produced  evil.  For  it  is  the  nature  of  good  to  pro- 
dnce  good.  "  Accordingly,"  he  says,  "  good  is  not  the  cause  of 
all  things,  but  only  of  the  good,  not  of  the  evil.^f  God,  to 
his  mind,  is  essentially  perfect ;  and  so  the  source  of  blessings 
alone.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  argument,  theci»nclusion 
is  positive,  and  is  marked  by  a  tone  showing  the  conviction  of 
the  writer.  And  he  says,  further,  that  if  we  admit  that  great 
woes  and  signal  judgments, — as  in  the  case  of  Niobe,  the 
Pelopides,  and  the  Trojans, — are  from  God,  we  must  do  it 
with  the  understanding  that  God  stands  clear  in  His  justice 
and  goodness,  and  that  He  has  chastised  with  a  view  to  the 
benefit  of  the  sufferer.^  What  can  be  more  decisive?  Plato 
here  stands  firm,  where  many  under  stronger  light  waver.  He 
has  answered,  in  part,  at  least,  what  such  men  as  Bayie  have 
pronounced  unanswerable.  Even  at  the  outset,  at  the  first 
formation  of  souls,  the  Deity  gave  them  laws,  and  declared  a 

*  Upon  the  origin  of  eril  Ritter  M>t :  "In  Plato  we  nowhere  airive  at  iU  trae 
and  oltiroate  canse."  Though  ioToWing  an  incoDgrnity,  "it  was  perfectly 
accordant  with  bis  general  habit  of  thought  to  find  it  In  the  corporeal  nature 
which,  in  this  world,  is  the  obstacle  to  perfection, —i.  e.  to  reduce  it  to  a  purely 
negative  idea, — either  the  nature  of  '  other '  or  the  necessity  in  the  sensible 
world.**  Hist  Anc.  Phil.,  II ,  p.  876.  He  is  in  a  strait  betv(  een  the  supremacy  he 
has  ascribed  to  Ood  and  mind,  on  the  one  hand,  and  free  will  in  both  the  universe 
and  man  on  the  other.  But  in  aoy  event — whatever  the  effect  upon  his  philoso. 
phy^he  holds  Ikst  to  the  ooooirEsa  of  Ood. 

\  Repub.  B.  IL,  c.  18.  %  Jb,  c.  19. 
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destiny  aocordiDg  to  their  oonrse ;  that  He  might  be  free  from 
blame  for  the  evil  into  which  they  ehonld  plunge.* 

2.  And,  again,  the  Deity  declares  Himself,  in  that  He 
makes  Right  triumph  in  His  dominions.  Perceiving  the 
nature  of  virtue  and  vice — their  inherence  in  the  soul  and 
their  contrary  results — He  so  arranged  that  virtue  should  tri- 
umph over  vice  throughout  the  universe, "f  Here  is  proof  of 
the  highest  beneficence;  a  Being  loving  righteousness  and 
hating  iniquity ;  no  passive  God  indifferent  to  the  character  of 
His  works,  but  one  chooHng  goodness  and  truth,  and  providing 
in  His  eternal  counsels  for  the  overthrow  of  evil. 

3.  His  own  nature  also  is  pure,  and  free  from  falsehood.  It 
was  not  the  purpose  of  Plato  to  make  direct  attacks  upon  the 
theology  of  his  day.  He  despised  the  crude  and  blasphemous 
myths  of  the  poets,  for  he  had  higher  conceptions  of  the 
divine  agency.  He  felt  that  unity,  purity,j:  and  perfection 
were  demanded  in  that  Being  who  formed  the  worlds.  He 
makes  Him  unchangeable, — not  becoming  better,  His  perfec- 
tion forbids  that; — nor  worse.  His  divine  nature  will  not  suf- 
fer that  degradation.§  And  unchangeable  in  His  own  being, 
He  will  not  condescend  to  deceive  His  creatures.  No  con- 
ceivable motive — neither  ignorance,  nor  fear,  nor  love — can 
influence  the  divine  mind  to  depart  from  truth.  Pure  and 
true  in  His  nature,  neither  by  word  nor  deed,  by  dream  or 
vision,  will  He  lead  astray.|  This  was  a  blow,  not  only  at 
the  '*  lying  poets,"  but  at  the  popular  raytholc^.  In  a  covert 
and  cautions  way,  unlike  the  fatal  course  of  his  master,  he 
would  purify  the  notions  of  his  age,  and  make  them  more 
worthy  of  the  eternal  Qod.^f 

4.  The  moral  qualities  find  their  perfection  in  Gk>d.  When 
Socrates  takes  up  the  discourse  in  the  Banquet,  we  rise  with  him 
in  a  lofty  flight,  and  see  beauty  leaving  one  by  one  its  restric- 
tions, until  it  rests  in  unchangeable  perfection.  Then  we  look 
upon  Beauty  itself— divested  of  all  that  can  mar  or  dim.  And 
Love  follows,  and  grows  holier  as  its  object  becomes  purer.** 


•  Tim.  xviL  f  Laws,  B.  X.  c.  12. 

X  On  the  purity  of  the  divine  nature,  Of.  1  Alcibiadet,  c  58. 
§  Repnb.  B.  II.,  c  20.  |  75.  c.  20,  21. 

IT  Ct  BuUer,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  258.  264       ♦*  Banquet,  c.  86. 
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So  goodness  finds  its  perfection  in  the  Being  supreme!}'  good. 
And  justice,  raercj,  love,  pnritj,  and  holiness  have  their  end 
and  fulfillment  in  Him.  This  being  so,  we  have  a  God  just  in 
His  wajs,  perfect  in^His  attributes,  far  above  the  common  con- 
ceptions of  Plato's  age. 

5.  Again,  this  Being  looks  to  obedience  rather  than  sacri- 
fice. It  would  be  derogatory  to  the  divine  nature  to  suppose 
that  the  gods  can  be  turned  aside  from  the  right  by  oblations 
as  bribes.  They  regard  the  soul,  as  holy  and  just,  rather  than 
gifts  and  sacrifices.  The  sentiment  of  Plato  is  well  given,  in 
this  respect,  in  a  dialogue  of  which  he  himself  may  not  have 
been  the  author.  To  Alcibiades,  Socrates  is  described*  as 
narrating  the  tradition,  showing  the  Lacedemonians  blessed 
above  the  Athenians  through  their  more  sincere  and  noble 
prayers.  They  oflered  indeed  no  worthy  sacrifices,  while 
their  rivals  loaded  the  altars  of  the  gods  with  gifts.  But  the 
petition  that  heaven  would  araiit  them  ever  what  was  noble 
and  honorable,  with  what  was  good,  availed  over  the  offerings 
and  low  desires  of  the  Athenians.  And  he  concludes,  "It 
appears,  therefore,  that  Justice  and  Prudence  are  especially 
esteemed  by  the  gods."  A  remarkable  passage  in  the  Lawsf 
shows  the  state  of  heart  which  is  acceptable  to  God,  and  the 
attitude  in  which  men  should  approach  Him.  The  humble, 
the  pure  and  sincere  may  draw  nigh  and  obtain  a  blessing. 
Like  Him  in  nature,  the  holy  man  is  dear  to  the  Deity,  and  his 
offerings  are  not  in  vain. J  We  seem  here  to  be  reading  the 
words  of  a  Christian,  rather  than  a  heathen,  philosopher. 

6.  Plato  shows  nowhere  a  clearer  insight  into  the  character 
of  God,  and  man's  relations  to  Him,  than  when  he  declares 

♦  2  Alclb.  c.  18-22.  f   B.  iv.,  c.  8. 

I  The  strictures  of  Grote  ("Plato,"  Ac,  III.,  pp.  420-427),  though  they  may 
he  applicable  to  the  general  position  of  the  Laws,  seem  too  harsh  upon  the  point 
here  in  question.  We  conceive  that  sacrifices  offered  in  a  right  spirit,  and  with  a 
Tiew  to  honor  God,  are  by  no  means  deemed  reprehensible  by  Plato ;  only  when 
made  from  base  and  cowardly  motives  are  they  considered  impioua  It  appears, 
then,  not  the  intentioD  here,  '*  thai  the  Gods,  though  persuadable  by  evt-ry  one 
else,  were  thoroughly  unforgiving,  deaf  to  any  prayer  or  sacrifice  from  one  who 
had  done  wrong  ;^  the  calculating  transgressor  is  indeed  banished  fW>m  the  altars 
of  a  righteous  Deity. 
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likeness  to  Him  to  be  our  aim.  This  is  not  a  transient 
thought.  It  pervades  his  works,  and  enters  wherever  the 
destiny  of  the  soul  is  discussed.  We  are  not  indeed  to  l(K>k 
for  that  high  holiness  in  which  ^De  have  bpen  instructed  ;  Imt, 
with  his  worthy  conceptions  of  the  divine  nature,  it  is  signifi- 
cant when  he  enjoins  the  nearest  possible  resemilanoe  to  Ood* 
as  the  aim  of  man.  We  find  in  him  no  such  dreams  as  fill  the 
Oriental  schools,  ^e  does  not  propose  absorption  into  the 
Deity  as  the  end  of  perfection,  but  likeness  in  moral  char^ter 
to  Him.  The  soul  of  man  is  kept  distinct  in  its  personality  to 
the  end  through  all  its  changes.  The  doctrine  of  Transmigra- 
tion is  held,t  after  the  example  of  Pythagoras.  But  the  S(»ul 
is  carried  through  these  changes,  when  necessary  for  its  puri- 
fication, with  a  view  to  living  at  last  in  the  presence  and 
under  the  smile  of  God.  For  this  it  is  disciplined  and  in- 
structed, and  stripped  of  its  low  and  earthly  views,  and  wash- 
ed from  the  gross  contamination  of  mortal  flesh ;  till  its 
thoughts  and  desires  shall  be  elevated  to  the  divine  realities  to 
which  it  is  allied  by  nature,  and  with  which  it  was  created  to 
hold  converse.:}: 

Here,  again,  is  the  implication  that  matter  in  itself  is  evil, 
and  d^rades  the  spirit.  And  it  is  even  taught  that  only  a 
few  of  the  nobler  minds  will,  in  fact,  ever  reach  the  presence 
of  divine  realities,  and,  purified,  spend  an  eternity  in  blessedness. 
But  he  draws  a  picture  that  would  make  us  long  for  that 
state.  A  well-known  passage  in  thePhsedrusS  shows  the  eager 
struggle  for  the  high  glories  of  the  divine  presence.  We  have 
not  space  for  it  here.  Suflice  it,  that  the  soul  is  there  repre- 
sented under  the  image  of  a  charioteer  drawn  by  two  winged 
coursers  ;  the  one  of  divine  breed,  and  beautiful  and  noble  in 
his  bearing,  the  other  of  different  extraction  and  unruly.  As 
Jupiter  leads  the  train  in  a  winged  chariot,  the  gods  accom- 
pany him,  and  with  well-trained  steeds  ascend  to  the  outer 
circle  of  the  heavens,  and  there  gaze  upon  Truth  in  its  essence 

*  In  TheflBt  o.  S4,  $6,  be  layi  this  retembUoce  oootisto  in  pottetting  a  juft 
and  holy  charaoUr,  together  with  wisdom ;  and  herein  is  the  only  eeeape  for 
man  from  evil. 

f  PhsBdrus,  c.  61.  Tim.  ZTii.        X  ^  fitter,  I.,  p.  697.  §   0.  54,  et  seq. 
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and  undimmed  glory.  They  behold  Jnstice,  and  Temperance, 
and  Knowledge,  and  every  other  reality,  in  their  perfection, 
and  feast  their  sonls  on  these  sights.  Other  spirits  follow  as 
btet  they  may.  Some,  perchance,  urge  the  lagging  steed  np 
the  difficalt  heights,  and  catch  glimpses  of  the  pure  and  serene 
beauties  of  that  highest  sphere.  But  they  maintain  their 
place  only  by  the  hardest,  as  the  vicious  courser  seeks  to  drag 
them  down.  Others  are  not  able  to  urge  tlteir  chariots  up 
these  paths,  and  sink  to  a  lower  and  more  groveling  life,  and 
may  not  for  ages  again  attempt  the  ascent,  Btill  there  is  long- 
ing for  those  nobler  spheres  to  which  the  better  part  of  the  soul 
soars  of  its  own  divine  nature,  and  where  lies  its  true  nourish- 
ment ;  but  vice  drags  it  down. 

Here  is  shown  the  arduous  path  that  leads  to  the  soul's  per- 
fection in  bliss.  Here  is  the  road  to  divine  knowledge,  and 
the  contemplation  of  truth.  By  following  virtue,  and  contem- 
plating divine  things,  and  by  crushing  the  passions  of  the  low- 
er nature,  does  the  soul,  according  to  Plato,  wing  itself  for 
that  blessed  and  satisfying  life  among  the  gods.  This,  with 
him,  is  not  mere  fancy,  though  he  has  clothed  the  truth  in  the 
richest  garb  of  the  imagination.  Vittue  is  required  for  the 
soul's  perfection,  else  it  sinks  into  the  unseemly  form  of  the 
grosser  animals.  It  is  this,  and  this  only,  that  shall  finally 
elevate  it  to  the  presence  of  God.  Virtue — not  passive  alone, 
but  bom  from  an  earnest  struggle  with  the  enticements  of  the 
flesh  and  of  the  world — a  wise  and  careful  formation  of  the  life 
to  the  nobler  impulses  of  the  soul. 

Truly,  here  is  something  positive.  The  lines  are  firm,  though 
they  do  not  complete  the  character  of  an  all-righteous  Ood 
upon  the  Ohristian  model ;  nor  fill  up  the  life  of  the  soul  with 
deeds  of  love  and  mercy  and  patience  and  long-suffering,  which 
One  higher  than  Plato  has  enjoined.  But  morality^  and  the 
perfection  of  the  spirit^  is  the  aim  of  the  whole  Platonic  phi- 
losophy; and  it  is  this  high  end  that  has  given  him  his  hold 
upon  our  reverence  and  affection. 

Can  this  God  of  Plato  be  confounded  with  the  mere  Idea 
of  the  Good  ? — although  in  thac  idea — the  last  to  be  reached 
by  man — we  certainly  come  nearest  to  a  true  apprehension  of 
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Him.*  Is  it  a  merely  impersonal  essence  ?  Not  so ;  He  lives 
and  acts,  cliooses  and  plans.  He  formed  and  upholds  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  the  gods,  and  the  rac^  of  mortals;  and  it  is 
the  highest  aim  of  man  to  seek  likeness  to  His  pure  and  holy 
character.  And  He,  too,  has  brought  harmony  into  the  moral 
world,  as  He  has  made  beanty  and  order  pervade  the  physical 
universe.  As  Former  and  Gk>vernor  of  all  things,  the  eternal 
God  of  Plato  sits  supreme. 

7.  A  single  word  on  a  point  connected  with  tliis  general 
subject.  Plato  combats  the  notion,  that  the  moral  quality  of 
actions  is  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  Deity.  In  the  Lawsf 
he  mentions,  with  disapproval,  the  opinion  that  the  qualities 
just  and  unjust,  good  and  evil,  have  no  existence  in  the  nature 
of  things,  but  are  the  result  of  human  enactments.  And  in 
the  Euthyphron,t  Socrates  brings  the  argument  to  the  point, 
that  the  gods  love  holiness  because  it  is  such  in  its  nature; 
not  that  it  is  such  essentially,  because  they  approve  it.  The 
divine  will,  he  argues,  does  not  fix  arbitrarily  the  morality  of 
actions.  That  has  an  eternal  and  immutable  basis.  Cudworth 
found  thus  far,  in  fact,  an  ally  in  our  philosopher.§ 

Such  is  the  Deity  set  forth  in  this  first  of  human  philoso- 
phies. We  hold,  that,  with  much  error  and  darkness,  it  yet 
contains  the  principles  of  Theism,  in  the  stricter  and  better 
sense  of  that  word.  Its  evident  leanings  are  towards  Unity  in 
an  overruling  providence.  And  by  both  its  sympathies 
and  its  groundwork  we  are  led  to  one  God,  rather  than  to 
many  ;  to  an  all-wise,  and  powerful,  and  good  Being — the  be- 
ginning, the  middle,  and  thj  end  of  all — and  the  principle  and 
measure  of  all  things.  Sir  William  Hamilton  makes  this  the 
test  of  a  true  notion  of  a  God :  "  It  is  not  until  the  two  attri- 
butes of  intdUgence  and  virlvs^  or  holiness,  are  brought  in, 
that  the  belief  in  a  primary  and  omnipotent  cause  becomes  the 
belief  in  a  veritable  Divinity.'*!  And  are  not  these  conditions 
— by  no  means  perfectly,  but  in  some  good  degree — fulfilled 

*Cf.  Butler,  yoL  il,  p.  61.  Dot«.  Ackermann  says :  "  Ood  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
good  iUelf ;  the  idea  of  the  good  only  expresees  most  perfectly  that  which  God 
it  to  all  beiag  and  becoming—the  paternitj  and  operation  of  God."    p.  158. 

f  B.  X.,  c  4.  t  C.  12J  §  Cf.  Lewif,  Excor.  xir. 

IMetaphystoSfp.  19. 
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in  Him  whom  Plato  has  honored  with  chiefest  honor  I  An 
eternal,  most  powerful — ^we  cannot  strictly  say  omnipotent — 
First  Canse ;  endowed  with  holiness  and  intelligence ;  He 
approaches  this  standard.  True,  the  many  inferior  gods  too  of- 
ten shut  him  ont  of  ^ew ;  bat  at  tiroes  He  comes  clearly  forth. 
The  impression,  in  reading  Plato,  is  abiding,  that  he  believes 
in  and  sees,  though  dimly,  and  struggles  up  toward  one  per- 
fect Qod.     He  is  in  heart  a  Monotheist. 

We  search  in  vain,  it  is  true,  for  an  enduring,  holy  indigna- 
tion against  sin  in  the  divine  breast,  that  must  kindle 
the  fires  of  endless  punishment.  We  search  in  vain  for  a 
redemption  devised  and  offered  through  infinite  love.  And  we 
search  in  vain  for  any  true  views  of  the  nature  of  sin.  The 
theory,  that  "no  one  is  willingly  evil,"  vitiates  the  entire  doc- 
trine of  human  depravity  and  ill-desert.  Professor  Butler  is 
right  in  marking  these  defects  in  the  system  before  us.*  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  wonder  at  the  insight,  that,  uninspired 
has  penetrated  bo  far  into  the  works  and  being  and  attributes 
of  God.  We  feel  that  in  the  great  disciple  of  Socrates  there 
is  a  heart  loving  (M  truth,  and  only  truth ;  and  a  mind  that 
has  gone  deeper,  and  risen  higher,  and  taken  a  wider  circuit  to 
gain  and  harmonize  truth,  than  any  other  in  like  surround- 
ings. 

We  are  sure  that  "the  greatest  moralist  that  ever  lived'' 
would  have  rejoiced — to  borrow  the  sentiment  of  anotherf — 
to  have  "  found  the  human  race  in  the  arms  of  Christianity/' 
and  instructed  in  and  elevated  by  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel 
of  the  Son  of  God.  Yes,  we  believe  Plato  would  have  wel- 
comed that  divine  revelation  with  its  blessed  doctrines,  "  which 
in  germ  were  already  at  the  foundation  of  his  own  spirit, 
and  of  which  more  than  one  trait  can  be  found  in  his 
works." 

V.  To  trace,  with  much  minuteness,  the  origin  of  Plato's 
views  on  this  subject  in  the  earlier  philosophies,  would  require 
a  more  extended  knowledge  than  we  possess  of  those  ancient 
forms  of  thought.  We  know  only  their  general  outlines,  and 
most  prominent  points.     But  probably  if  we  knew  all,  we 

•  Laoturei,  vol  iL,  p.  S81.  \  Coasin.  Tnie  Beaut  and  Gk>od.    p.  84S-8. 
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should  find  that  in  only  one  or  two  cases  sach  principles  had 
been  reached  as  became  in  this  matter  directly  the  foundations 
of  Plato's  belief.  That  he  was  well  aequained  with  the  details 
of  former  and  contemporary  speculations,  we  may  be  sure. 
And  we  may  be  certain  that  they  were  as  food  and  stimulus 
to  his  own  mind,  powerful  and  original  as  it  was.  Independ- 
ent in  all  his  theories,  he  yet  had  before  him  the  reasonings  of 
every  previous  school  and  teacher  of  eminence.  That  he 
should  not  use  these  views,  at  least  as  stepping-stones,  or  by 
contrast  to  bring  out  and  define  more  perfectly  his  own  con- 
ceptions, would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose.  He  did  use  them, 
and  rectified  and  enlarged  upon  them.* 

His  principal  biographer  has  assnred  us  of  three  sources 
whence  he  chiefly  drew  his  materials  and  manner  of  philoso- 
phizing. The  influence  of  Heraclitus,  Pythagoras,  and  Socra- 
tes, each  is  seen  in  his  system ;  and  Parmenides  and  Anaxa- 
goras  had  also,  with  many  others,  a  share  in  forming  it.  As  to 
his  theology^  in  particular,  it  is  incredible  that  the  doctrines  of 
Socrates,  so  full  of  a  ¥nse  and  gracious  Providence,  should 
have  been  lost  upon  him.  We  see  it  in  the  ever-present  care 
of  the  heavenly  powers  for  man,  and  in  a  designing  and  bnild- 
ing  Architect  These  lessons  of  his  revered  master  were  fruit- 
ful in  shaping  his  views  of  a  Supreme  Being;  and  we  cannot 
doubt  that,  but  for  easily  understood  reasons,  he  would  have 
maintained  a  still  simpler  form  of  doctrine.f 

*  <•  Of  Plaio  it  may  justly  b«  aaid,  thtt  he  redooed  iiito  %  beautifol  whole  the 
scattered  rrsalta  of  the  earlier  Oreek  philosophy,  reoonoUiDg  their  seemiog  dif- 
ferenoes  and  confliotiog  tendencies.  From  this  fountain,  as  well  as  from  the  aban- 
dant  sources  of  his  own  good  powers,  flowed  the  rich  elements  of  his  philosophy.** 
mtter,  Hist  Anc.  PhiL,  il,  p.  155. 

f  The  following  is  Bitter's  estimate  in  brief  of  the  theolofcioal  position  of  Soora- 
tes :  **  While  the  earlier  philosophers  did  not  entirely  neglect  the  marks  of  de- 
sign discoverable  in  the  universe,  still  they  invariably  confounded  nature  with 
intelligence ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  labored  to  show  thst  reason  is  above  nature, 
and  that  the  natural  is  merely  subservient  to  intellectual  ends.  The  prineipal 
point  la  his  theology  was  a  conviction  that  the  gods  are  omniseient  aiid  omni- 
present, and  that  they  rule  everywhere  by  the  law  of  goodness,  and  are  all-safll- 
clent  Thst  besides  this  he  held  the  Divine  to  be  one,  notwithstanding  thn  mul* 
tiplicity  of  gods,  is  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  his  inidght  into  the  unity  both 
of  reason,  and  the  object  of  intellectual  thought.** — History  Anc^  Phil,  ii, 
pp.  62,  6S. 
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Going  farther  back,  the  light  that  Anaxagoras  had  kindled 
shone  for  others,  if  not  for  himself  It  caught  the  eye  of  Plato 
and  became  a  clear  and  steady  flame.  Combating  also  the 
tenets  of  the  Eleatic  school,  he  could  yet  appreciate  the  simple 
purity  of  Xenophanes'  conceptions  of  God  ;  and  the  declara- 
tion, that  '^  there  is  one  God,  among  gods  and  men  the  greatest ; 
unlike  to  mortals  in  outward  shape,  unlike  in  mind  and 
thought/'  would  find  with  him  a  ready  response.  A  Being 
uncaused,  all-powerful  and  good,  pure  spirit  and  intelligence, 
— these  wore  conceptions  that  would  find  quick  lodgment  in 
Plato's  mind. 

In  the  early  Ionic  school  there  was,  of  course,  no  trace  of  a 
personal  Deity.  Water,  air,  and  fire  divided  the  sovereignty 
of  the  universe.  There  was  nothing  but  the  barest  material- 
ism. Thales'  views  were  too  crude  to  reach  anything  like  an 
ordering  Intelligence  pervading  the  universe.  The  Atomic 
school  could  give  nothing  more  satisfactory ;  it  left  no  room 
for  spirit,  for  it  professed  to  explain  all  things  by  the  con- 
course of  material  atoms.  But  there  was  something  even  in 
the  grossness  of  these  early  beliefs  to  stimulate  a  better  growth 
when  the  seed  should  once  germinate. 

With  Pythagorean  principles  the  Platonic  philosophy  was 
deeply  tinged.  The  theology  of  Pythagoras  was,  however, 
vague  and  unsatisfactory,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  it,  but  yield- 
ing sbme  views  worthy  of  being  adopted  into  a  better  system. 
Under  the  form  of  a  Monad,  or  absolute  Unity,  something  like 
a  controlling  Presence  is  found  harmonizing  all  motion  and 
life ;  and  the  characteristics  of  this  Deity,  if  so  it  may  be  call- 
ed,  are  familiar  through  adoption  among  Plato's  views.  It 
was  the  Supreme  Good ;  likeness  to  it  was  to  be  the  aim  of 
man  ;  and  evil  found  its  origin  elsewhere.  The  teachings  of 
Socrates  naturally  brought  this  Being  with  far  greater  distinct- 
ness and  perfection  before  the  tlioughts  of  his  pupil.* 

*  '*  The  dootrine  of  Anftxagoras  bad  a  coDsiderable  influenoe  upon  the  opinioDs 
of  the  Socratie  school ;  but  the  doctrines  of  the  Pythagoreans  also  helped  to  shape 
the  system  of  Plato,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  from  these  two  sources  that  he 
derlyed  the  dogma  of  a  supreme  divioe  intelligence  oo  the  one  hand,  and  the 
sonl  of  the  world  on  the  other.**     Bib.  Sacra,  vol  iL,  p.  55S. 

VOL.  xxvin.  43 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


«72  Plato's  Conception  [Oct., 

To  realize  the  very  gradual  approach  of  the  ancient  mind  to 
even  the  simplest  forms  of  a  trno  theology,  we  have  only  to 
see  the  efforts  of  such  men  as  Thales,  Pythagoras,  Anaxagoras, 
and  Xenophanes,  to  free  themselves  from  the  old  theogonies, 
and  to  introduce  some  more  rational  principle  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  universe.*  Step  by  step  they  drew  nearer  the 
goal ;  reason  both  demanding  a  better  solution  of  the  problem, 
and  at  the  same  time  perplexed  and  almost  powerless  before 
its  intricacies.  The  father  of  the  Eleatics  seemed  reaching 
firm  ground,  but  Parmenides,  his  successor,  carried  his:  views 
into  Pantheism,  and  Zeno  and  Melissus  could  not  escape 
these  bonds.  Anaxagoras  entered  the  right  path  but  soon  went 
aside.  And  weighing  all  these  contradictions,  the  first  of  the 
Sophists  declared  that  he  neither  knew  whether  the  gods  exist- 
ed, nor  what  were  their  attributes.!  The  sober  sense  of  Socra- 
tes escaped  these  errors,  and  found  a  God  purer  in  His  mode 
of  existence  than  the  sage  cared  to  reveal. 

These  were  the  theories,  in  part,  that  lay  before  Plato, 
and  with  which  he  was  perfectly  familiar.  If  he  borrowed 
from  them,  it  was  in  the  way  of  a  master-mind ;  selecting 
by  instinct  the  best  materials,  and  building  on  a  plan  of  his 
own.  His  doctrine  of  a  GK>vl,  with  its  related  subjects,  was 
clearer  and  more  consistent  with  truth  than  any  that  had 
preceded.  But  this  is  not  all.  Plato  reached  a  plane  that 
none  of  his  successors,  of  whatever  school,  occupied.  The 
greatest  name  after  his  is  that  of  Aristotle;  but  the  intelli- 
gent First  Cause  of  the  Peripatetic  scarcely  deserves  the 
name  of  God.  And  after  this  we  find  no  God  in  the  schools, 
save  the  Stoic,  till  heathen  thought  merges  in  Christian. 
And  of  the  Stoics,  Cleanthes  sings  best  the  praises  of  the  Deity ; 
but  his  notes^  though  beautiful,  celebrate  Fate,  as  well  as  tiie 
glories  of  God. 

In  Plato  alone  is  found  the  broadest  groundwork  of  Theism, 
and  a  system  that  requires  the  presence  and  sustaining  power 


•With  Rltter  and  BuUer,  of.  Grote,  HUi  of  Greece,  voL  in  pp.  867-847. 
It.,  pp.  881-890. 
f  Ibid,  voL  viil,  p.  866. 
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of  mind,  and  that  is  animated  bj  divine  Wisdom  and  Good- 
ness. This  conception,  in  its  length  and  breadth,  he  borrowed 
from  none.  And  he  bequeathed  it  to  none.  His  defects  on 
this  point  only  attest  in  the  strongest  way  the  necessity  of  a 
revelation  from  Him  in  whom  we  live  and  move ;  who  is  not 
far  from  every  one  of  us ;  but  for  whom  we  grope  as  in  the 
night.  The  prayer  of  every  earnest  inquirer  among  the  an- 
cients was, ''  O,  that  some  god  would  teach  us!" 


I  ■  1,1 
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Arhcli  IL—HISTORICAI.  CREDIBILITY  OF  LUKE  II.,  1-6. 

Few  passages  in  the  New  Testament  have  given  so  ranch 
trouble  to  interpreters  and  chnrch  historians  as  that  relating  to 
the  "  taxing,"  "  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,"  which 
we  find  in  Lnke  ii.,  2.  The  early  Christian  writers,  indeed, 
saw  nothing  strange  in  a  general  census  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire, or  in  Luke's  assertion  that  it  took  place  when  Quirinins 
was  head  of  the  Syrian  province.  That  they  readily  received 
the  declaration  touching  a  general  consus  may  be  turned  into 
an  argument  to  show  that  there  was  nothing  unhistorical  in  an 
event  of  that  kind  ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  in  the  attacks 
on  the  gospels  that  statement  was  particularly  assailed,  nor 
that  the  Christian  writers,  some  of  whom  were  well  versed  in 
Koman  usages,  found  from  their  own  examinations  that  it 
needed  special  defense.  As  for  the  date,  however,  we  cannot 
suppose  that  they  had  so  much  synchronistic  skill  as  even  to 
find  a  diflScnlty  of  themselves  where  one  existed  ;  the  difficult 
points  in  chronology  require  an  amount  of  research  which  was 
beyond  their  reach,  and  an  acquaintance  with  astronomical 
science  which  has  been  attained  only  within  the  few  past 
centuries. 

To  modern  interpreters  this  passage  has  been  a  veritable 
cross.  There  are  two  points  which  needed  to  be  settled  and 
supported  against  objections  : — was  there  a  general  census  in 
the  time  of  Augustus,  and  did  it  fall  within  the  Syrian  pres- 
idency of  Quirinius ;  or,  in  other  words,  could  Christ  have 
been  born  while  he  was  holdii)g  that  office,  and  at  the  time  of 
a  general  census?  Besides  these  main  difficulties,  others  started 
up  to  join  their  company,  when  earnest  and  repeated  examin- 
ation was  directed  to  the  passage  in  question.  How  could  a 
country,  not  yet  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  province  and  under 
an  allied  or  protected  king,  be  subjected  to  the  census  f  Why 
should  Joseph  go  to  Bethlehem  and  take  Mary  with  him! 
These  doubts  gave  strength  to  the  suspicions  that  the  accounts 
of  the  nativity  are  fabulous  or  mixed  with  errors  of  fact,  and 
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in  tarn  gained  strength  from  the  predispoeition  to  snspect  the 
accounts  of  oar  Lord's  miracnlous  birth.  Against  these  dvhia 
vexata  believers  in  enpemdtnral  revelation  have  contended 
with  weak  or  with  solid  arguments  ;  thej  have  given  new 
meanings  to  the  text  in  Luke,  in  order  to  avoid  apparent  con- 
tradictions of  fact ;  they  have  proposed  new  solutions  of  the 
agency  which  Quirinius  had  in  taking  the  census;  they  have 
confined  the  census  itself  to  Judea,  or  made  it  a  simple  enu- 
meration of  inhabitants. 

Meanwhile  a  greater  acquaintance  with  Roman  law  and  ar- 
chaeology has  served  to  throw  new  light  upon  the  system 
adopted  under  Augustus  of  utilizing  the  resources  of  the  em- 
pire, and  of  spreading  an  institution  something  like  the  earlier 
Eoman  census  through  all  the  provinces.  It  has  been  argued, 
also,  by  classical  scholars  of  onr  age,  and  not  in  the  first  in- 
stance by  theologians,  that  Quirinius  was  more  than  once  the 
provincial  governor  or  emperor's  legate  in  Syria.  This  opinion, 
indeed,  was  not  wholly  new,  for  so  early  a  writer  as  Baronius 
suggested  it,  for  which  he  is  severely  rebuked  by  his  more 
learned  countryman  Noris  (Norisius),  as  indeed  he  well  might 
be,  since  he  confuses  chronology,  and  his  opinion  seems  to  be 
merely  an  unsupported  guess.*  But  another  learned  Italian — 
San  Clemente — revived  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to  a  two- 
fold legation  of  Quirinius  in  Syria,  and  supported  it  by  argu- 
ments of  weight. f  His  arguments  found  advocates  among  the 
classical  scholars  of  Germany ;  his  reference  to  Quirinius  of  a 
mutilated  inscription,  which  speaks  of  some  man  who  was 
President  of  Syria  twice,  has  been  accepted  by  Bergmann  and 
Theodor  Mommsen,  while  A.  W.  Zumpt,  although  he  refers 
this  inscription  to  another  Roman,  contemporary  with  Quiri- 
nius, seeks  to  show,  on  historical  grounds,  that  Quirinius  was 

*  Baronius  says  (Annal  i.,  67,  ed.  Antwerp):  "  Contra  Joseph!  deliria  ctrto  ap- 
pareret  sub  Augusto  imperatore,  vivente  Herode  seniore.  reperiri  duplicem,  immo 
tripUoem  Quirioi  in  Syria  prsefecturam,  primam  poet  consulatum  ipsins,  quK 
exemplo  aUorum  potuerit  esse  prolixior,  secundarn  cum  Caio,  ipsi  inhserente  Rec- 
tore,  tertium  post  ejus  mortem,  oum  earn  solas  admin  istraret."  Nothing  could 
be  more  false  than  to  place  any  presidency  of  Quirinius  in  Syria  before  the 
death  of  Herod.     And  this  first  presidency  after  his  consulship  is  a  pure  fiction. 

f  In  his  treatise  dt  vuigarU  oeros  emendatione.    (Rome.  1793.) 
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twice  employed  in  that  special  service.*  The  subject  received 
its  first  exhanstive  treatment  from  this  learned  archseologist, 
and  all  who  now  examine  it,  whether  they  assent  to  his  con- 
clnsions  or  not,  must  own  their  great  obligations  to  his  nice 
and  wide  scholarship. 

It  is  not  strange  that  this  new  discovery,  if  we  may  so  call 
it,  should  be  thought  to  throw  light  on  Luke  ii.,  1-3,  and  be 
made  use  of  by  the  commentators.  Professor  Schaff,  for 
example,  who  keeps  pace  with  the  learning  of  the  day,  and 
whose  standing  as  a  scholar  entitles  him  to  high  respect,  regards 
it  as  furnishing  a  solution  for  one  class  of  the  difficulties 
which  have  perplexed  biblical  exegesis.  In  his  corrections  of 
Yan  Oosterzee's  commentary  on  Luke  (in  Lange's  series),  af- 
ter advocating  what  is  no  doubt  the  right  interpretation,  he 
uses  the  following  words : 

**  There  is  another  and  a  better  tolution  of  the  chronological  difficnltj  whieh 
■honldbe  mentioned,  yiz:  the  assiimption  that  Qoirinias  was  twie$  govern w  of 
Syria,  once  three  yean  before  Ohriet,  down  to  the  birth  of  Ohriet  (A.  IT.  760-76$), 
and  onoe  abont  6-11  after  the  birth  of  Ohriet  (760).  A  double  legation  of 
Qoirinias  in  Syria  has  recently  been  made  almost  certain  by  purely  antiqaarian 
researches  from  two  independent  testimonies,  yiz :  1.  FVom  a  passage  m  Tacitos* 
Annalee  ill,  48.  as  interpreted  by  Znmpt. — 2.  From  an  old  monumental  insorip- 
tioo,  ete.  We  hold,  then,  to  a  double  census  under  Qnirinius:  the  first  (wp6n|) 
took  place  under  his  first  Syrian  go?emorship,  and  probably  io  connection  wtth 
a  general  census  of  (he  whole  empire  (the  hreviafium  toHui  imperii),  including 
the  dominion  of  Herod  as  a  rex  $ociu9,  and  this  Is  the  one  intended  by  Luke  in 
our  passage ;  while  the  second  took  place  sereral  years  afterwards,  during  his 
second  goTemortkip,  and  had  reference  only  to  Palestine,  with  the  view  io  fix 
its  tribute,  after  it  had  beeome  a  direct  Roman  proTinee  (A.  U.  769),  and  this  is 
the  census  mentioned  in  Acts  ▼.,  87,  and  by  Josephus  in  Antiq.  zriii.,  1,  6t.  It 
is  certain  that  Augustus  held  at  least  three  eennti  pojmli  of  the  empire." 

As  there  appear  to  be  several  weak  points  in  this  explana- 

*  In  his  treatise  dt  Syria  Romanorum  promneia  in  the  second  Tolume  of  his 
Commentationes  EpigraphicsB,  pp.  88-107  (Berlin,  1864).  The  historian  Tha- 
odor  Momensen  expressed  his  opinion  in  R.  Bergmana's  essay  de  insoriptione 
Latina  ad  P.  S.  Quirinium,  ut  Tidetur,  referenda,  (Berlin,  1861 ),  a  kroekure  which 
the  writer  has  ncTer  seen.  The  whole  sabjoct  is  re&camined  by  Dr.  Har> 
mann  Qerlach  in  a  little  work  entitled  **  die  Bdmisobe  Staithilter  in  Syrian  und 
Judtta,"  etc  (Berlin,  1866) — a  work  of  a  theologian  not  completely  at  homo  in 
matters  relating  to  classical  antiquity.  In  the  same  year  and  at  the  sama  place, 
Mommsen,  the  historian,  published  his  "res  gestae  dlTi  Augusti,**  (see  note 
infra),  to  which  he  subjoins  a  short  but  excellent  commentary  on  the  inscription 
in  question,  entitled  *'  de  P.  Sulpici  Qnirinl  titulo  Tiburtino." 
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tion  given  by  Dr.  SchaflT,  we  take  the  liberty  of  subjecting  it 
to  a  free  examination,  in  doing  which  we  intend  not  to  confine 
ourselves  to  the  points  which  he  has  made,  but  to  discuss  the 
whole  question.  It  opens  before  us  in  three  divisions :  What 
is  the  true  sense  of  the  passage  in  Luke?  Was  Quirinius  con- 
cerned in  a  census  of  Judea  when  our  Lord  was  born  ?  And 
was  there  a  general  census  of  the  Ronaan  Empire,  such  as  Luke 
seems  to  conceive  of? 

I.  The  natural  interpretation  of  v.  2,  that  which  would, 
without  doubt,  first  suggest  itself  to  the  mind,  is  that  "  this 
apogro/phe  or  census  took  place  as  the  first  one  when  Cyrenius 
was  Governor  of  Syria."  Here  then  Luke  conceives  of  the 
first  census  as  opposed  to  subsequent  ones,  whether  those  subse- 
quent ones  took  place  under  Quirinius  or  afterwards.  He 
means,  certainly,  to  be  understood  that  this  was  the  first  census, 
and  that  it  took  place  wlien  Quirinius  was  Governor ;  but  we 
cannot  argue  that  he  knew  anything  of  more  than  one  census 
during  the  time  of  this  man's  oflScial  connexion  with  Palestine, 
Furthermore,  there  is  no  indication  in  the  sentence  that  Luke 
was  acquainted  with  two  Syrian  legations  of  Quirinius,  for  then 
he  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  say  ^ytfiovtuoyTO^:  npwrou^  etc., 
i.  e.  "  when  Quirinius  was  for  the  first  time  Governor  of  Syria," 

Nor  can  it  be  objected  to  this  interpretation  that  npioxTj 
ought  to  have  the  article  if  so  taken.  This  is  not  true.  We 
find  that  the  ordinals  Tipwroc  and  ia^f^TO^  often  do  without  the 
article  in  Greek  where  a  fuller  style  might  insert  them.  Con- 
fining ourselves  to  the  style  of  the  New  Testament,  we  find  ex- 
amples like  these:  Apoc.  xxii.,  13,  ''I  am  the  first  and  the 
last,"  npwTO^  xai  ia^aro<:^  while  in  i.  17  they  have  the  article; 
L  Tim.  i.,  15, 16,  "  to  save  sinners  mv  npwroc:  sipu  iyw  ;  and  '*  I 
obtained  mercy"  7ua  ip  i/ioi  Ttpcizw,  Mark  xii.,  28,  29,  30, 
affords  three  parallel  examples.  Cotnp.  I.  Cor,  xv.,  26,  ia^aTo^ 
ij^Opbc^  xarapyeTTOi  b  ddvaTO<:^  where  the  two  first  words  are  in 
apposition  to  the  subject,  as  npiovT]  {dnoypafij)  in  Luke. 

Now,  in  order  to  reconcile  this  statement  with  the  fact,  that 
the  only  well  known  census — mentioned  also  by  Luke,  Acts  v., 
37 — with  which  Quirinim^had  to  do  as  Governor  of  Syria,  occur- 
red in  6  A,  D.,  that  is  some  nine  years  after  the  customary  date 
of  Christ's  birth,  various  expedients  have  been  devised,  which 
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labor  nnder  very  serious  objections.  First,  there  are  the  des- 
perate expedients,  sacii  as  the  conjectaral  wabstitution  of  Sat- 
nminns  for  Quirinins  in  the  text,*  and  the  erasure  from  the 
text,  as  of  a  marginal  note  that  had  crept  in,  of  the  whole  of  the 
second  verse,  which,  it  is  trne,  can  be  left  out  without  weak- 
ening the  connexion.  Then  some  would  read  oMj  for  oSti;, 
and  would  suppose  a  contrast  to  exist  between  tAe  decree  or 
d&ffML  and  the  census  itself ^  or  actual  execution  of  the  decree. 
"The  census  itself  took  place  — ,  when,"  etc.  But  this  is 
wholly  untenable.  For  if  the  apographs  or  census  itself  did 
not  take  place  until  long  after  Christ's  birth,  why  did  Joseph 
go  to  Bethlehem  to  get  himself  registered  f  "  No  distinction 
can  be  made  between  this  self-registration  and  the  execution 
of  the  decree  to  take  the  apographs.  Moreover,  if  this  had 
been  the  sense,  di  would  inevitably  have  appeared  after  aimj. 

Others,  without  troubling  o&ttj^  would  rende  iyipsro  em- 
phatically took  efect,  a  meaning  which  it  certainly  cannot 
bear.  Why,  if  this  sense  were  to  be  expressed,  was  the  word 
chosen  which  denotes  simply  coming  into  existence.  Our  trans- 
lators, who  render  itpdnrj  as  if  it  were  np&rop  ("  took  place 
first,"  i.  e.  did  not  take  place  until)  seem  to  have  had  in  mind 
an  interpretation  like  the  one  just  mentioned. 

But  the  most  popular  expedient  is  that  of  making  KopTjptoo 
with  its  participle  depend  on  TrpdrTj,  which  is  thus  made  to 
take  a  comparative  sense.  Or,  more  exactly,  npAcij  is  made  to 
mean  not  only  the  firsts  but  also  the  first  in  relation  to  another 
census ;  and  the  sense  thus  extracted  is  that  "  this  census  took 
place  before  Quirinins  was  Governor  in  Syria."  In  other 
words,  there  is  an  express  caution  not  to  confound  this  census 
with  the  better  known  one  which  was  made  in  Judea  after 
our  Lord's  birth.  It  appears  that  Joseph  Scaliger  suggested 
this  interpretation  to  Isaac  Oasaubon,  but  that  great  Greek 
scholar  could  not  receive  it.  It  survived  his  time,  however, 
and  has  come  into  vogue  in  the  recent  discussions  among  the 

*  H.  Yalaaiiit  (on  Eaaeb.  hitt.  eooles.,  i.,  cap.  t.)  wm  of  this  opinion,  which 
was  of  older  date,  since  Baronins  called  it  mwatorum  ytowla.  He  says  "  at 
mihi  qoidem  Tidetor  error  in  textu  irrepsisse  in  Qairioil  nomine,  et  pro  Quirinio 
restitnendom  esse  nomen  Sentii  Sataruinl"  Why  he  thought  so  will  appear  in 
the  seqnri,  when  we  come  to  consider  a  remarkahle  passage  in  TertnlUan. 
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Germans.  Hnschke,  the  learned  law  professor  at  Breslan, 
author  of  an  essay — in  many  respects  excelleut-^on  the  census 
at  the  birth  of  Christ,*  Neander,  Tholnck,  Wieseler,  and  others 
take  this  ground.f  We  will  notice  only  Hnschke^s  positions 
which  ai*e  defended  at  length  and  with  qnite  an  aiTay  of  ex- 
amples. First,  he  adduces  instances  of  the  undoubted  use  of 
Tcpahoc  with  a  genitive,  like  np&ctpo^  or  np6^  such  as  that  in 
John  i.,  15,  80,  irt  np&c6^  poo  ^u  :  xv.,  18,  Sre  ipk  npdtrou  bpmv 
peplaijxePj  and  others  in  Greek  writers,  chiefly  of  a  later  age. 
An  analogous  construction  is  found  in  ii.  Maccab..  vii.,  41, 
"the  mother  died  after  the  sons,''  i^rj^dzTj  twp  oIwp.  This 
usage  may  be  explained,  perhaps,  on  the  principle  that  ^it 
and  last  J  the  extreme  terms  in  the  series  of  ordinals,  are  nat- 
urally conceived  of  in  their  relations  to  other  terms  following 
or  preceding  them,  whence  they  acquire  a  comparative  sense. 
I^ext  Buschke  calls  attention  to  those  forms  of  speech 
known  to  the  Greek  but  still  more  to  the  Latin,  where  a  par- 
ticiple agreeing  with  a  noun  performs  with  it  the  part  of  an  ab- 
stract noun  and  a  genitive,  as  jOBrd  I6X<ava  olj[6pepop^  after  the 
depa/ri/ure  of  Solon^  from  Herodotus,  dpaKapjpjddpe  xref^opipjjy 
at  the  sa/me  time  with  the  founding  of  Ca/rth4ige^  from  Dionys 
of  Halicamassus.  These  forms  of  expression  usually  follow  a 
preposition  in  both  languages,  as,  in  Greek,  inl  Kupoo  fiaat- 
XeoopTo^j  so  with  dx6j  as  dn*'  EbxXtidoi)  ipfovro^^from  the  Arch- 
bishop  of  JEkidid.  So,  without  doubt,  Luke  might  have  said 
npb  K.  i^$pop$6ouToc.  But  Huschke  again,  somewhat  unne- 
cessarily it  should  seem  for  his  cause,  finds  a  brevity  in  the  ex- 
pression of  our  text,  such  as  we  see  in  Matt,  v.,  20,  "unless 
your  righteousness  exceedjthe  scribesj" — a  very  common  brachy- 

*  Uber  den  sur  leit  der  geburt  Jesu  Ohristi  gehaltenen  oenane,  Breelau,  1S40. 
TbiB  WM  followed  by  anotber  ezeellent  little  book — Uber  den  eensus  and  die 
Steuerver  fatsnng  der  frUbern  Romiecben  Kai8erzeit»  Berlin,  IS47. 

f  Tbie  opinion,  wbicb  Wieseler  long  ago  adyocated  in  his  Cbronologiscbe 
Synopse,  be  adberea  to  in  bis  Zeitreebnnng  desNenen  Teetameots,  an  article  in 
Herzog's Tbeol.  EneycL,  Supplement,  pnUisbed  in  1S6S.  A  itiU  later  writing  of  tbe 
same  eminent  critic  and  cbronologer, — BeitrSge  znr  richtigen  wiirdigang  der 
Evangellen  nod  der  EvangeUfloben  Qeeobicbte,  (Qotba,  1869,)— reaobed  ni  jnai 
as  this  article  was  aboot  to  be  pat  into  type.  We  have  delayed  tbe  printing  in 
order  to  make  onrselTee  acquainted  with  bis  yiews,  and  will  giye  a  brief  synop- 
sis of  tbem,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  at  the  end  of  tbe  present  ArUole. 
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logy  in  Greek.  So,here,  itf/bfvoreariier  tlum  (^tifnnt«M,ete^ 
would  mean  ^  earlier  than  the  cetuue  wkick  took  place  toAdM 
Quiriniue^'^  etc^  r^  dxcfpoffj^  rfc  fMyopivtj^  being  to  be  sop- 
plied. 

The  reader  of  this  ingenioos  bat  artificial  solntioo  can 
scarcely  avoid  the  feeling  that  it  is  devised  to  get  rid  of  a  diffi- 
culty, honestly  no  donbt,  bot  in  a  state  of  warped  indgmeot. 
As  Winer  pots  it,  (N.  Test.  Gram.  6th  ed.,  p.  319  of  tlie  Ger- 
man), the  natural  sense  of  the  w<h^  being  that  ''  this  onsos 
took  place  as  the  first  (censos)  wh^i  Qnirinios  was  Grovomor  of 
Syria,"  how  could  Luke  express  a  very  different  thought  in  the 
same  language,  without  the  consciousness  that  he  would  be 
misunderBtood ;  and  if  so,  how  could  he  write  thus!  But 
waiving  this  objection,  no  example  has  been  adduced — we 
venture  to  say  none  can  be  adduced — ^in  which  xprnroc  or 
x/»ir^9oc  governs  a  genitive  with  a  participle.  Hub  must  be 
r^arded  as  very  awkward,  if  not  impossible  Greek*  as  weU 
as  unnatural,  since  xp6  with  a  genitive  and  better  s/>cv  ij  with  an 
infinitive  would  have  readily  been  thou^t  of  as  unambiguous 
and  admissible  expressions.* 

Having  thus  discussed  the  sense  of  v.  8,  we  add  an  observa- 
tion or  two  upon  the  rest  of  the  passage. 

1.  In  those  daye^  L  e.  when  the  events  of  chapt^  first  were 
happening.    These  words  are  not  to  be  pressed.    The^iy/ME 

*  ▲  moDsUr  of  an  exprearioB,  if  it  have  ta j  analogy  with  the  tmt  in  haadL 
haa  bom  Ibond  by  Tbolnek  in  the  8opL  ler.  zzix^  t,  ■"ThoMare  tho  wardi  «r 

thakttar  that  Jiifiih  the  ptophat  aeat afkar  that  lawiMah— had  ^a- 

partad,"atc.  vartpam  i^OBinn*^  ig^wrfuw,  ate.  In  tha  original.  ^Ur  ik§fmmgmM 
•f  Jmomimk,  That,  if  tha  tranaiation  foUowad  tha  Habraw,  hertpm  vovld  gov- 
Ton  tiia  foOowini^  words.  But  it  ia  acareely  eonoaiTabk  that  th«  trandator 
eo^d  haTa  takan  die  gcnitiiraa  in  any  othar  than  tha  abaotiU  eoMtnKtion.  who^ 
tofoDov  tha  Hebrew  ounatiautiun,  it  woidd  have  ban  evy  to  My  Ivnperf 
ife^i^  lexoi'^.etc  The  eenaa,  then,  ia  a^tifwarii,  «*m /.  And  fMM  •«(,  Ma. 
And  yet  two  imUnoaa  of  a  atnage  b«  of  the  partiaipla,  not  wholly  nnfiha  tha 
one  jvat  giren,  nay  perbafia  lead  na  ta  explain  that  one  aa  a  barbnom  wit  nil, 
IVf  are  Jer.  zzzi..  St,  cited  alao  Hebr.  TiS.,  S.  •' In  the  day  of  aiy  takia^  hold 
affair  hand,*  k»  iftkpf  hnhifioiikwm,  ^bt.  and  Borach  ii.,  SS,  **  Aa  then  ipafcaat 
bythyaarmntMoacaittthe  d^  of  thy  oaaman^ng  bin  to  write  the  law,  ctc^-* 
H  iftip^  bmaXofikvam  oam  tAr^,  etc.  In  the  Hebrew  the  inftnittve  waa  wwd  In 
«be  irat  inrtaaee.  and  mart  have  been  load  bi  the  original  text  of  Barweh. 
Why  M  tha  trawlator  aroid  an  eaay  eooatnction  SanOiar  to  the  Oraris  bj 
wi^thapurtiaiple? 
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may  have  ^^  gone  tbrth  "  some  time  befi^re  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
If  there  was  a  general  census  at  all,  it  most  have  been  no  small 
or  short  labor  to  take  it  over  the  empire,  and  it  may  have  be' 
gnn  or  ended  sooner  in  one  province  than  in  another. 

8.  The  whole  world.  We  may  regard  it  as  conceded  that 
this  does  not  mean  the  land  of  Jadea — the  whole  inhabited 
land,  bat  the  whole  Boman  Empire,  whether  directly  under 
Soman  sway,  or  as  Jadea  then  was,  indirectly. 

3.  ^Anofpofij.  This  word,  it  is  said,  differs  from  dxaripcfjat^^ 
which  inclndes  the  notion  of  report  and  estimation  of  prop^-ty. 
Bat  dazoypof^  often  and  nsnally  contains  the  same  notions,as  may 
be  shown  by  oopions  examples,  of  which  we  give  one  or  two 
from  Die  Cassias  in  a  note.'*^  Of  coarse  this  word  woald  not 
imply  that  a  levy  of  tribute  neceesarihf  followed,  bat  this  was 
the  purpose  of  it  A  mere  enumeration  of  inhabitants,  or  one 
including  population  and  property  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  concerning  the  provinces  might  be  called  an 
djroj'pofijy  as  even  ceneue  was  occasionally  used  in  a  somewhat 
large  sense.  But  here  the  act  of  persons  going  to  the  cities  of 
their  origin  <h*  ancestry  shows  that  a  mere  census  of  population 
could  not  have  been  thought  of.  Moreover,  this  dxofpoi^  is 
spoken  of  as  the  first  of  its  kind,  but  the  others  had  undoubt- 
edly prt^eseions  of  property  in  view. 

I%ie  census  took  plaoe^  etc.  A  question  may  be  raised 
whether  here  Luke  meant  to  speak  of  a  time  when  the  general 
census  everywhere  was  going  on,  or  only  that  of  Judea  and 

*  The  mimI  eEprmdotk  in  Dio  Cms.  is  awaypa^  woulaOai,  and  Uuii,  whether  a 
Roman  or  a  proTindal  oensiis  is  spoken  o£  Examples  of  a  Koman  ocenr,  in 
which  aizoypa^  is  used  in  zliu.,  S4,  liiL,  1,  liT.,  85,  It.,  18 ;  Coop,  also  xUt.,  7t, 
Ui.,  17, 18,  Ut.,  28.  Examples  of  a  proTincial  oeenr  in  liii.,  28,  (717  a.  n.)  Uz.^ 
S2,  (792  a.  Q.)  In  the  last  Calignla,  being  short  of  mooej  in  Oanl,  while  gan»- 
blin^  with  dice,  asked  for  rdc  r6v  TaXaruv  inn/Ypa^^  and  had  the  richest  proprie- 
tors pnt  to  death  in  order  to  raise  the  money.  It  is  remarked  by  a  Roman  lawyer, 
perhape  Cerridios  Scaeyola,  in  Hoschke's  recent  edition  of  the  Jnrispmd.  Ante- 
jostin  qn»  supers.  (BerL,  1867),  that  the  word  tmuuM  was  especially  %pplicable 
to  the  Roman  censns—L  e.  as  incloding  all  the  formalities  diH  and  saered  there 
ohserred,  while  the  term  prof$uume9  was  mere  appropriate  to  the  prorineial  de- 
clarations of  property,  ^c,  which  was  a  term  already  in  nse  at  Rome  for  that 
part  of  the  whole  operation  denotod  by  the  censos  in  a  limited  sense.  But  the 
term  census  itself  is  also  used  for  what  the  prorindals  had  to  do.  Gomp.  Tae. 
AnnaL  i,  81  (767  a.  n.)  Otrmaniewn  agtndo  OaUitarvm  CentmhimmUntmi, 
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Syria.  The  first  naturally  saggests  itself  as  bis  meaning,  and 
yet  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  it  is  fair  to  suppose  him  to  paaa 
over  in  thought  from  the  general  to  the  local  census,  from  the 
Roman  Empire  to  Syria,  or  even  to  Jndea,  and  to  indicate  the 
time  of  the  latter.  This  may  be  called  an  inaccuracy,  but  it 
is  one  which  a  historian  driving  towards  a  main  point,  and  re- 
gardless of  extraneous  particulars,  might  naturally  fall  into. 
This  view  of  the  transition  of  thought  mast  be  taken,  unless 
we  conceive  of  the  Evangelist,  as  supposing  that  all  persons 
through  the  empire,  and  not  merely  taxable  persons  in  Judea, 
went  to  their  respective  cities  (of  domidl  or  of  origin)  in  or- 
der to  go  through  with  the  forms  of  the  census. 

Because  he  was  of  the  houee^  etc.  It  is  plain  that  the  nar- 
rative, as  it  came  into  Lnke's  hands,  accounted  for  Joseph's 
going  to  Bethlehem  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
census,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  of  David's  stock,  and  not  on 
the  ground  that  he  held  property  there. 

To  he  taxed  wWt  Mary.  Here  the  natural  order  suggests 
that  Mary  went  to  be  restored  as  well  as  Joseph.  In  other 
words,  ai)v  Mapikfi  is  to  be  taken  not  only  with  d:yi^  but  with 
the  nearer  word  datofxpA^aaQat  also.  Otherwise  Luke  would 
have  written,  Joseph  went  up  with  Mary,  etc.,  to  Bethlehem, 
etc.  And  yet  there  is  a  possibility  that  owing  to  the  crowd  of 
particulars  relating  to  Joseph  which  were  to  be  inserted  in  one 
sentence,  he  may  have  chosen  an  order  of  words  not  free  from 
ambiguity,  and  may  not  have  intended  to  convey  the  thought 
that  Mary  was  to  be  ^'  taxed  "  also.  And  here  the  question 
naturally  comes  in,  what  is  the  relation  of  oi^  ifxxitp  to  the 
leading  part  of  the  sentence.  It  can  denote  **  because  she 
was  epcuo^j^^  in  which  case  the  meaning  would  be  that 
Joseph  went  up  with  Mary  because  she  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  be  left  behind,  or  that  he  went  up  to  be  taxed  with  her  be- 
cause, being  in  that  situation,  she  was  liable  to  appear  before 
the  magistrates  who  took  the  census.  The  latter  is  wholly  im- 
probable. The  plain  explanation  is  that  this  clause  renders  no 
reason,  but  only  states  a  fact,  out  of  which  the  events  of  the 
next  verse  derive  their  explanation. 

n.  The  next  point  which  demands  our  attention  is  the  part 
which  Qnirinins  could  have  taken  in  a  census  which  was  going 
on  at  the  time  of  our  Lord's  birth. 
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Here  one  thing  is  certain — that  he  was  not  President  of 
Syria  until  after  the  death  of  Herod  the  Great,  and  therefore 
not  nntil  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  unless  the  narrative  ofMat- 
thew  is  to  be  entirely  rejected,  nay,  further,  unless  Luke  him- 
self is  to  be  taxed  with  error,  when  he  describes  the  events  in 
general  of  his  first  chapter  as  occurring  in  the  days  of  Herod, 
the  King. 

The  succession  of  imperial  legates  in  Syria  for  many  years 
before  the  death  of  Herod  is  established  by  Josephus,  and  in 
part  by  other  concurrent  testimony.  To  go  no  further  back 
than  the  year  741  U.  C.=13  B.  C,  when  M.  Agrippa  left  the 
East,  which  he  had  been  governing  with  a  proconsular  power 
like  that  of  his  father-in-law  Augustus,  he  was  succeeded  by 
a  consular  man,  M.  Titius,  whom  Herod,  on  his  way  to  Rome 
about  the  year  784,*  found  at  Antioch  in  the  government  of 
the  province,  and  succeeded  in  reconciling  with  Archelans, 
King  of  Cappadocia.  (Jos.  Antiq.,  xvi.,  8,  §  6.)  Strabo  also 
speaks  of  him  (xvi.,  p.  615),  as  rbv  ifrcaraTOuuTa  r^  lupeac. 
On  or  soon  atler  Herod's  return  from  Rome,  that  king  had  an 
interview  with  Satnminus,  i.  e.  C.  Sentius  Satuminus,  Gov- 
ernor  of  Syria  (Jos.  xvi.,  9.  §  1),  and  he  was  succeeded,  as  Jo- 
sephus expressly  says  (xvii.,  6,  §2),  by  Quintilius  Varus.  The 
Jewish  historian  has  no  occasion  to  speak  of  Yarns  until  near 
the  time  of  Herod's  death,  when  the  king's  son,  Antipater, 
was  brought  to  trial.  He  is  thus  spoken  of:  "  Quintilius  Va- 
rus happened  to  be  in  Jerusalem  at  that  time,  who  had  been 
sent  as  a  successor  of  Satuminus  in  his  Syrian  Presidency, 
and  had  come  there  [i.  e.  to  Jerusalem]  of  his  own  free  will, 
to  give  counsel  to  Herod  in  regard  to  the  state  of  his  affairs  at 
his  request."  From  this  we  must  not  infer  that  Josephus  sup- 
posed him  to  have  arrived  within  his  Presidency  just  before 
proceeding  to  Jerusalem,  but  he  simply  makes  a  rhetorical 
contrast  between  the  oflSce  on  which  he  had  been  sent,  and  the 
business  which  led  him  voluntarily  out  of  his  proper  province 
to  that  city.f    But  whether  Josephus  thought,so  or  not,  we 

*  The  time  o*uiiofe  be  fixed  with  entire  eertabty. 

f  H.  Gerlaoh,  in  hit  hroekitre  entitled  "die  Rom.  Statlh&lter  in  Syrien  und 
Jnd»a»*'eto,  Berlin,  ISM,  teems  to  make  thit  inference  in  regard  to  what  JoiAphnt 
tnppoted. 
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have  certain  proof  that  Yarns  had  been  some  time  in  the 
province.  There  are  three  coins  of  Antioch  described  by  Eckhel 
(Doctr.  numm.iii.,  p.  276)  with  the  legend  ANTIOXEQN  EIII 
OYAPOr,  and  the  years  EK,  <:K,  ZK.  That  the  era  to  which 
these  years  pertain  is  the  Actiac,  i.  e.  that  of  the  battle  of  Ac- 
tium,  September  2,  723  U.  C.=81  B.  C,  is  made  out  beyond 
question  by  Noris  anjd  Eckhel.  The  years  then  begin  Sept.  3, 
747=7,  and  end  Sept  1,  760=4. 

The  year  760  was  the  year  of  Herod's  death.  This  is  ascer- 
tained by  a  number  of  independent  proofs,  for  which  we  refer 
to  Wieseler's  Synopsis,  and  especially  to  Clinton's  Fasti  Hel- 
lenici,  vol.  iii.,  under  the  year.  We  only  mention  one  evidence 
which  seems  impregnable, — the  eclipse  t^at  took  place  shortly 
before  Herod's  death  and  during  his  last  illness.  Certain  men, 
among  whom  was  Matthias,  son  of  Margolothus,  understand- 
ing that  he  was  desperately  ill,  conspired  to  take  down  a  golden 
eagle  that  he  had  placed  over  the  great  gate  of  the  temple, 
and,  on  learning  a  report  of  his  death,  cut  down  the  ornament 
at  mid  day,  while  many  were  in  the  vicinity.  They  were  seized, 
and  this  Matthias,  with  some  others*  was  burnt  alive.  ^'  And 
the  moon  was  eclipsed  the  same  night,"  says  Josephus  (Ant 
xvii.,  6,  §  2-4 ;  B.  J.  i.,  82,  §  4).  This  eclipse,  according  to 
Petavius,  happened  in  the  Julian  year  42,  or  760=4,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  three  hours  before  sunrise.  Its  beginning  he  sett 
at  1°  24',  its  end  at  4''  y,  its  extent  at  6  digits.  Ideler.  with 
the  better  tables  of  our  day,  does  not  materially  differ 
from  the  old  Jesuit.  "In  the  night,"  says  he,  "between 
March  12th  and  18th  of  766  U.  C,  or  the  year  4  before  oup 
era,  a  partial  eclipse  of  the  moon  occurred,  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  accurate  calculations.  According  to  the  solar  tables 
of  DeLambre,  and  the  Mayor-Mason  lunar  tables,  its  banning 
took  place  at  Jerusalem — two  hours  thirteen  minutes  from  Paris 
— at  V  48',  and  its  end  at  4®  12'  in  the  morning.  In  the  mid- 
die  of  the  eclipse,  at  8  o'clock,  its  magnitude  amounted  to  4.7 
digits  on  the  northern  side  of  the  disk.  The  ensuing  foil 
moon,  the  first  in  the  spring,  determined  without  doubt  the 
time  of  the  passover,  and  hence  the  King's  death  must  have 
occurred  in  the  first  days  of  April,  as  well  as  of  Nisau.  This 
being  assumed,  all  the  chronological  indications  of  this  event 
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appear  completely  correct,  and,  moreover,  it  ought  to  be  said 
that  in  the  year  750,  no  other  eclipse  of  the  moon  took  place, 
which  was  visible  at  Jerusalem.  In  the  year  751,  to  which 
some  would  assign  Herod^s  death,  there  was  no  eclipse  of  the 
moon  at  all."* 

Herod  died  between  the  night  of  this  eclipse  and  the  pass- 
over,  that  is  within  the  month  before  the  next  full  moon,  and 
at  a  time  so  near  to  the  passovar  that  the  seven  days'  mourning 
had  scarcely  ended — it  would  seem — when  it  began.  (Oomp. 
Job.  Ant.  xvii.,  8,  §  1,  9,  §3). 

It  is  objected  by  a  German  writer,  BOsch,  in  the  Jahrbticher 
fur  Deutsche  Theologie,  xi.,  1,  that  a  month  is  too  short  a  time 
to  contain  all  the  events  between  the  eclipse  and  the  pass- 
over.  And  if  this  were  so,  we  should  have  to  conclude  that 
Herod  lingered  more  than  a  year  until  near  the  passover  of 
751.  If  this  could  he  made  otU^  it  would  have  an  important 
hearing  on  the  question  of  ov/r  Lord's  hirth^  hiU  would  ha^ve 
no  significance,  as  far  as  the  Presidency  of  Quirinius  is  con- 
cerned. Whenever  Herod  died,  Varus  remained  in  his  office 
for  months  afterwards.  But  the  objection  is  without  weight,  as 
we  have  convinced  ourselves  by  a  careful  examination  of 
Josephus.  The  month  was  full,  but  not  overfull,  of  events, 
and  the  historian  evidently  thought  that  Herod  died  before  the 
next  passover. 

I^ot  long  after  the  passover,  Archelans  finds  it  necessary  to 
go  to  Home  in  order  to  have  the  kingdom  confirmed  to  him  by 
the  Emperor,  and  during  his  absence  dangerous  commotions  in 
Judea  required  the  presence  of  the  President  of  Syria  in  that 
country  with  a  Boman  army.  Yams  relieves  the  troops  be- 
si^ed  in  the  city,  quells  the  rebellion  in  the  land,  and  accord- 
ing to  Tacitus  (Hist,  v.,  §  9), — in  contradiction,  however,  as  to 
that  particular,  with  Josephus — ^is  personally  concerned  in  put- 
ting down  the  movement  of  one  Simon,  a  slave  of  Herod  who 
had  been  set  up  as  king  by  his  followers  (Jos.  xvii.,  10,  §  6). 
After  his  march  back  to  Antioch  we  hear  no  more  of  Varus 
in  these  quarters.  He  may  have  continued  after  750,  or  have 
given  place  to  a  successor  in  that  year. 

*  PetAvioi,  Dootr.  temp.  Book  xi^  oap.  61.    Lkler*!  Handboeh  ii.,  891,  ot  seq. 
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It  is  evident,  then,  that  if  our  Lord  was  bom  before  the 
death  of  Herod,  Qairinins  can  have  had  no  agency  as  Qt>y- 
ernor  of  Syria,  in  a  censas  that  was  t^en  beginning  in  that 
province.  There  are,  however,  two  possibilitieB  consistent 
with  the  account  in  Luke,  as  well  as  with  that  in  Matthew. 
Either  there  was  an  earlier  census,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
oommissioner^  which  gave  rise  to  his  being  called,  somewhat 
inaccurately  by  Luke,  governor  of  Syria,  or  he  was  president 
of  Syria  after  Varus,  and  continued  a  census  which  had  been 
begun  before,  and  was  going  on  at  the  time  of  Christ's  birth. 
We  propose  to  look  at  these  possibilities,  taking  up  the  last 
mentioned  first,  and  then  to  discuss  the  question  of  a  general 
census  at  the  close  of  our  essay. 

Was  Quirinius  the  emperor's  l^ate  in  Syria  twice,  and  if 
so,  to  what  year  can  his  first  legation  be  referred  ?  Perhaps  it 
will  be  the  clearest  and  briefest  way  of  examining  this  question 
to  put  down  first  in  the  text  what  we  learn  about  this  man 
from  ancient  authorities. 

1.  He  was  a  man  of  inferior  origin,  no  way  connected  with 
the  patrician  Sulpioii,  bom  at  Lanuvinm.  He  distinguished 
himself  by  activity  in  military  and  other  service,  and  was 
raised  to  the  consulship.     (Tac.  Annal.  iii.,  48). 

2.  His  consulship  belongs  to  the  year  742=  1 2,  when  M.  Vale- 
rius Messala  Appianus  was  his  colleague.  He  held  the  oflBce 
part  of  the  year,  when  L.  Volusius  Saturainns  took  his  place. 
Valgius  also  was  consul  in  the  same  year  instead  of  Valerius, 
deceased,  and  his  name  appears  as  a  colleague  of  Quirinius  on 
several  inscriptions  in  the  Orelli-Henzen  Sylloge  (Nos.  3,693, 
4,471,  7,041).  In  one  of  these  his  name  is  written  out  full  and 
the  cognomen  is  Quirinio.  This  reading,  that  of  the  Medicean 
manuscript  of  Tacitus,  the  Greek  form  of  his  name  Kuprjuto^ 
in  Josephua,  and  the  N.  T.,  Kopipto^  in  Strabo  xii.,  p.  669,  and 
in  the  heading  of  Dio  Oass.  liv.,  like  Kupivo^  for  Qnirinus, 
^  and  long  /  being  to  some  extent  even  then  interchangeable), 
all  show,  what  the  older  scholars  of  repute  and  the  best  modem 
ones  admit,  that  his  name  ended  in  itu.  If  some  manuscripts 
have  the  reading  Quirinns,  it  may  be  explained  by  the  not  un- 
common practice  of  the  Latins  of  leaning  an  /  upon  or  making 
it  coalesce  with  a  preceding  N.  Quirinius  is  indeed  a 
family  name,  and  as  such  would  have  been  unfit  for  a  cogno- 
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men,  bnt  at  this  age  the  old  rales  regarding  names  began  to 
be  overstepped.* 

8.  He  was  a  Provincial  Governor  in  Africa.  According  to 
Znmpt  his  office  was  that  of  Proconsul  of  the  Koman  Province 
of  Africa,  which  was  then  given  to  a  man  who  had  filled  the 
Consalship,  bat  not  until  an  interval  had  elapsed,  since  his 
Consulship,  of  five  years.  The  office  itself  was  an  annual  one 
and  hence  he  might  have  held  it  daring  the  year  748=6.  The 
objections  to  this  view,  and  the  greater  probability  that  he 
was,  while  a  man  of  only  prsetorian  dignity.  Governor  of  the 
province  of  Crete  and  Cyrene,  will  atlerwards  appear. 

That  he  was  concerned  in  wars  in  Africa  appears  from 
Floras  (iv.,  12,  §  41),  and  from  that  author  only.  After  speak- 
ing of  the  victories  of  Cossos  (i.  e.  Cossus  Cornelius  Lentulus, 
Consul,  753=1  B.  C,  Proconsul  in  Africa,  759=6  A.  D.,) 
over  the  Gsetuli,  by  which  he  obtained  the  name  of  Gsetulicus 
and  the  omamefUa  trium/phaUay  Floras  adds  that  '^  Augustus 
gave  the  business  of  subduing  the  Marmaridae  and  Garaman- 
tes  to  Quiriuius  (in  the  Mss.  Qnirinio^or  per  Quirinium).  He 
too  might  have  gone  home  with  the  title  Marmaricus,  but  he 
was  more  modest  [than  Cossus  was]  in  the  valae  he  put  on  his 
victory."  It  is  probable  that  Floras  mentions  these  men  in  the 
order,  not  of  time,  but  of  place,  passing  in  review  the  transac- 
tions from  West  to  Elast. 

4.  He  subjugated,  and  in  part  deported  from  their  country, 
a  troublesome  little  nation  in  or  near  rough  Cilicia,  the  Homo- 
nadenses,  in  conflict  with  whom  Amyntas,  King  of  Galatia, 
had  been  killed  a  namber  of  years  before  (in  729=25).  What 
led  to  these  summary  measures  now,  unless  their  general  pre- 
datory habits,  we  are  not  informed.  The  words  of  Tacitas,  in 
the  passage  already  cited,  referring  to  that  transaction  are 
*^  Mox  expugnatis  per  Ciliciam  Homonadensium  castellis  in- 
signia triumphi  adeptus,"  in  which  maoo^  referring  back  to  his 
Consulship,  is  not  to  be  pressed,  any  more  than  in  Suet.  Nero, 
§  6,  "  mox  adoptatus  est,"  where  an  interval  of  eleven  years 

*  Sm  especially  Nfpperdej  on  Tao.  Annal.  if,  80.  For  ihs  /lewiiDg  on  the  N 
in  ioscriptions  consult  ZeU,  Bdm.  Epigraphik  ii.,  p.  46. 

VOL,  xxvni.  44 
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occnrred.  Strabo  gives  a  fnll  acoonnt  of  thia  affair  in  book 
xii.,  6,  §  5,  p.  569. 

5.  He  was  appointed  rector  or  one  of  the  rectoreM  of  Gains 
Osesar  when  he  went  into 'the  East,  after  his  adoption  by  his 
grandfather,  invested  with  proconsular  power.  Tacitus  con- 
tinues, "Datusque  rector  C.  0»sari  Armenian)  obtinenti, 
Tiberinm  quoqne  Rhodi  agentem  coluerat.'* 

This  is  an  important  dat«,  and  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  it 
more  accurately,  several  other  events,  not  immediately  affect- 
ing Qnirinius,  need  to  be  looked  at.  0.  Ccesar  spent  his  oonsnltr 
year,  754=  A.  JD.  1,  abroad,  and  must  have  gone  abroad  late 
in  the  year  preceding.  For  Velleius  (ii.,  100)  says:  "Breve 
ab  hoc  [that  is  from  the  disgrace  and  banishment  of  Julia,  his 
mother]  intercesserat  spatium,  cum  0.  Osssar,  ante  aliis  pro- 
vinciis  ad  visendnm  obitis,  ad  Syriam  missus,  convento  prias 
Tiberio,  varie  se  gessit."  Julia  was  banished,  as  Clinton 
(anno  752)  shows  after  Noris,  late  in  763=2  ;  so  that  the  yonng 
Csesar  could  have  left  Borne  in  753.  Of  his  year  in  the  Con- 
sulship (754),  the  second  of  the  decrees  of  the  Pisan  colony, 
commonly  called  the  CcBuotaphia  Pisana,  speaks  thus :  "  Poet 
consulatum,  quem  ultra  finis  extremas  populi  Bomani  bellam 
gerens  feliciter  peregerat."*  On  his  way  eastward  he  met,  or 
was  met  by  Tiberius,  his  stepfather,  then  in  a  kind  of  exile  at 
Ehodes.  They  met  at  Chios  or  Samos  (Dio  Cass.  Iv.,  II,  Vel- 
eius,  u.  8.,  Sueton.  Tiber.  §  19).  The  year  754  was  marked 
by  bis  conference  with  Phraates,  of  which  Velleius  was  a 
spectator,  being  then  in  the  army.  Phraates  gave  him  proofe 
of  the  perfidy  of  Lollius,  his  rector,  who  soon  afterwards  die" 
as  did  Censorinus,  whom  Znmpt  regards,  without  convincing 
reason,  as  another  of  his  rectors^  in  the  same  provinces.  (Veil 
u.  8.)    This  interview  with  Phraates  is  assigned  to  A.  D.  2  by 


*  Theae  marbles  are  the  tabject  of  Cardinal  Noris  or  Noritius*  learned  com- 
mentary, entitled  CcBnotaphia  Pisana,  the  reprint  of  which  in  the  GrfeTlns-Bor- 
mann  Thesanrutt,  vol.  viil,  part  8,  we  have  constantly  nsed  in  this  Article.  TIm 
inscriptions  have  often  been  reprinted,  as  by  ZeU,  in  his  Haodb.  d.  Rom.  Epigr., 
after  Gorio's  text,  toI.  i,  869=878.  Noris,  (rf  Irish  descent,  bom  at  Verona,  in 
1681,  an  Auguttin  friar  at  Rimini,  then  LKurariMi  of  the  Vatican  in  1692,  asd 
created  Cardinal  in  1696,  published  also  a  history  of  Pelagianism,  a  work  so- 
titled  Epoche  regnm  Syromacedonum,  and  other  works.    He  died  in  1704. 
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Clinton,  but  he  seems  to  be  misled  by  a  false  interpretation  of 
the  words  of  Velleius.*  In  the  same  year,  before  die  deatli  of 
Lncius  CsBsar,  younger  brother  of  Cains,  Tiberius  returned  to 
Eome.  For  the  death  of  Lucius  at  Marseilles  took  place,  as 
Noris  and  Clinton  after  him  have  determined,  in  August  of 
A.  D.  2.  And  according  to  Velleins,  again,  *'  Ante  utriusque  ho- 
ruin  obitura  [that  is  before  either  of  the  young  CflBsars  died], 
patre  tuo,  P.  Vinicio  consule,  Tiberius  Nero  reversus  Rhodo 
ineredibili  laetitia  patriam  repleverat."  But  Vinicius,  the  fa- 
ther of  the  friend  of  Velleins,  was  Consul  with  Alphinius  in 
A.  D.  2.  In  this  year  also  troubles  broke  otit  in  Armenia, 
whereas  there  had  been,  as  Dio  Cass,  says,  no  hostilities  in  the 
previous  year.  The  young  Ceasar  was  treacherously  wounded 
under  the  walls  of  Artageira.  After  this  be  lost  his  health 
and  languished,  and  died  at  Limyra,  in  Lycia,  Feb.  21,  A.  D. 
4=757. 

It  results  from  this  exposition  that  Quirinius  must  have  paid 
court  to  Tiberius  in  Rhodes,  before  August  of  A.  D.  2. =765, 
before  which  time  the  latter  had  returned  to  Rome,  and  that 
he  may  have  gone  into  the  East  sometime  in  753,  if  not  already 
there,  which  is  quite  probable. 

6.  He  married  Lepida,  a  woman  of  the  highest  patrician 
blood,  who  had  been  betrothed  to  Lucius  Caesar.  This  must 
have  taken  place  soon  after  the  death  of  Lucius,  in  August, 
A.  D.  2.=775.  For  the  divorce  and  trial  of  Lepida  occurred, 
as  Suetonius  says,  in  the  twentieth  year  after  their  marriage^ 
and  is  assigned  by  Tacitus  to  A.  D.  20. =773.  Suetonius 
makes  the  time  too  long,  but  if  we  assume  that  the  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  775,  and  count  both  years,  we  make  nine- 
teen, so  that  the  biographer  is  not  much  out  of  the  way.f 

7.  He  was  president  or  emperor's  legate  in  Syria  in  6, 
A.  D.=759,  sent  there  just  after  the  banishment  of  Archelaus. 

*Thi8  is  ft  remark  of  Peter,  Cksch.  Roms.  iii.,  p.  70. 

f  The  words  of  Saetonins  (Tib.  §  49)  are  **  condemnfttam  et  generoftiseimam 
feminam,  Lepidam,  in  gratiam  Qnirini  praediritie  et  orbi,  qui  dimi^sam  earn  a 
matrimonio  post  vicesaimmn  annum,  yeneni  olim  in  se  eompar«ti  argnebat'* 
The  foUer  aoooont  in  Taeitns  Annal,  iii.,  22-28,  is  too  long  for  insertion  here. 
Tlie  claoses  ^defertnr  siimilayisse  partnm  ez  Qnirinio ; — Quirinlns  post  dictum 
repndium  adhnc  infensns ; — Seanfo  qui  fiiium  ez  ea  geouerat ; — apendt  Tiberim 
oompertum  sibi  etiam  ez  P.  Quirini  serris  veneno  eum  s  Lepida  petitum,"  will  put 
the  reader  in  possession  of  the  leading  facts. 
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(Joseph.  Antiq.  xviii.,  1,  §  1).  "  Cyrenins  came  into  Jndea, 
which  had  become  an  appendage  of  Syria,  datoTipojadfuvh^  re 
ahTwv  ric  obaia^^  xal  da:od(aa6fxtvo^  rd  ^Apj[tXdoi}  yji^fijaxa?^ 
With  him  came  Coponius  as  procurator  of  Jndea.  (ibid). 
The  time  is  determined  both  by  Dio  Cass,  Iv.,  25,  27,  who  in- 
cludes this  event  under  the  consulship  of  ^milins  Lepidns 
and  Lucius  Airuntius,  and  by  dates  drawn  from  Josephus, 
for  which  Clinton  (F.  H.,  iii.,  anno  750)  may  be  consulted. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  for  supposing,  as  a  recent 
Catholic  writer  has  done,  that  he  was  now  not  an  ordinary 
praeaea  or  legattiSj  but  a  legatus  ad  census  accipiendos,  for  he 
is  called  by  Josephus  a  daaiod&nj^  zoo  lOvoo^^  and  he  exercised 
the  highest  civil  power,  in  removing  one  high  priest  from 
his  office  and  putting  another  in  his  place.^ 

8.  The  divorce  from  Lepida,  in  the  year  773=A.  D.  20. 
(Tacitus  and  Suetonius,  u.  s). 

9.  His  death  in  774= A.  D.  21.    Tacitus  Annal.  iii.  45. 

So  much  for  Quirinius.  The  question  now  arises  whether 
before  his  presidency  in  6  A.  D.,  he  could  have  held  the  same 
office  in  the  Syrian  province.    Here  we  notice 

1.  That  he  was  immediately  preceded,  it  is  probable,  when 
he  held  his  last  presidency,  by  L.  Yolusius  Saturninus,  who 
had  been  consul  suffectus  in  his  room  (742=12  B.  C).  and 
whose  death  in  773= A.  D.  [20,  is  noticed  by  Tacitus,  Annal. 
iii.,  30.  The  fact  of  the  legation  of  Volusius  in  Syria  was 
unknown  to  the  earlier  writers  on  this  text,  and  on  the  era  of 
our  Lord's  birth  ;  it  is  ascertained  by  a  coin  of  the  same  Actiac 
era  with  those  which  record  the  name  of  Varus,  and  contains 
the  legend  Avrtoj^ioiv  inl  laroopvlvoo  OooXo,  with  the  year  £J, 
i.  e.  the  85th  year  from  Sept.  2,  723,  or  757.t  As,  according 
to  received  usage  in  the  emperor's  provinces,  he  would  hold 


*  We  get  our  Information  oonoeming  this  theory  of  Dr.  Aberle  of  Tftl^ngen, 
from  aik  artiele  of  Hilgenfeld't,  in  hie  Zeiteohr.  £  Wieeeneoh.  Theol.  for  1866,  p. 
408.  The  Article  it  of  no  especial  importance.  Of  at  little  is  the  part  of  the 
*'  Halben  und  Oanien/'  of  Stranss.  relating  to  thie  question.  (Berl.  18S5).  This 
passage  io  the  work  of  Straoas  is  animadrerted  upon  by  2«mpt  in  the  Erang. 
Kirchenseit.  Oet.  1S66,  who  shows  that  Strauss  is  anaequainted  with  the  more 
modem  discussions  oa  this  subject  proeeediog  from  classical  scdiolars. 

t  Eckhel  iii.,  S75,  27». 
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his  ofSce  not  lose  than  thi*ee  years,  and  it  is  quite  improbable 
that  any  other  preudent  governed  Syria  during  the  short 
period  before  759,  when  Quirinius  came,  we  may  give  him 
the  years  between  756  and  759.* 

2.  At  what  time  Varus  left  his  post  in  Syria,  we  are  no- 
where informed.  He  was  there,  as  we  have  seen,  in  748-750, 
and  may  have  come  in  747,  and  remained  until  751,  or  even 
later.  If  he  went  into  the  East  in  748  and  staid  through  752, 
his  time  of  five  years  service  would  just  reach  the  time  when 
C.  CsBsar  received  his  proconsular  power  for  that  part  of  the 
world. 

8.  It  is  supposed  by  Noris,  and  Zumpt  has  further  developed 
the  supposition,  that  one  or  more  of  the  rcctorea  of  the  young 
CsBsar  were  presidents  of  Syria  during  his  stay  in  the  east. 
This,  to  say  the  least,  is  uncertain.  When  Caius  Caesar  was 
sent  eastward,  Augustus,  according  to  Zonaras  (Annal.  x,  36) 
who  must  have  copied  or  abridged  a  lost  passage  in  the  55th 
book  of  Dio  Cassius,  "  gave  him  the  proconsular  power  and  a 
wife,  that  from  this  also  he  might  gain  some  additional  dignity, 
xal  ol  xal  aofi^oOXoiK  npociraSt.^^  These  counsellors  can  have 
been  none  other  than  the  rectores  of  Tacitus  and  the  modera" 
tores  of  Yelleius,  the  first  of  whom  names  only  Quirinius,  and 
the  latter  only  Lollius  and — as  Zumpt  thinks — Censorinus. 
When  Agrippa  had  the  same  authority  in  the  East,  there  was 
no  governor  of  Syria  besides.  Why  should  there  be  govern- 
ors now,  when  the  young  Csesar,  his  son,  had  an  eqnal 
dignity  f  At  most,  these  counsellors  can  have  been  his  legates, 
appointed  and  forced  on  him  by  bis  grandfather,  in  command 
of  the  legions  of  Syria,  one  or  more  of  them,  but  not  legates 
of  the  emperor.  We  conclude,  then,  from  this  analogy,  that, 
between  some  part  of  753  and  the  date  of  the  accession  of 
Volusius  to  the  presidency  of  Syria, — which  is  to  be  assigned 
probably  to  some  part  of  the  year  756, — there  were  no  presi- 
dents of  Syria.  In  755  Oaius  Csesar  was  wounded,  after 
which  his  health  sank  and  he  threw  up  the  cares  of  his  office. f 

*  See  eepeoially  Zmnpt ,  «.  s-.  li.  88. 

f  Id  BAjiDg  thit  we  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  Qairiniut,  haying  been  or  being 
president  of  Syria,  beoame  a  rector  of  the  young  Cesar,  but  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  the  office  of  rector  brought  with  it  the  other.  There  ie  no  evi. 
dence  that  Lollius  was  at  the  head  of  the  Syrian  proyinoe. 
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4.  There  remains,  then,  the  interval  between  the  end  of  the 
legation  of  Yarns — whenever  it  was,  whether  in  760  or  later — 
and  sometime  in  753  for  anothef  president  of  Syria.  Was 
that  president  Quirinius?  "Was  he  there  perhaps  when  the 
yonng  Csesar  came  into  the  province,  and  was  he  thus  natnrallj 
appointed  to  be  one  of  his  connsellorsf 

5.  The  arguments  for  his  being  there  about  this  time  are 
two,  one  drawn  from  his  defeat  of  the  Homonadenses,  and  the 
other  from  an  inscription  of  which  we  propose  presently  to 
speak.  In  considering  these  arguments  we  shall  draw  freely 
from  Zumpt's  essay  already  often  mentioned,  and  from  other 
sources. 

Quirinius,  when  he  subjugated  these  mountaineers,  com- 
manded an  army,  and,  being  a  consular  man,  must,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  have  commanded  a  consular,  and 
even  an  imperial  province,  as  there  was  generally  no  army  in 
a  senatorial  province.  These  limitations  will  exclude  all  the 
provinces  of  Asia,  as  being  either  entrusted  to  men  of  a  rank 
below  the  consular,  or — as  was  probably  true  of  proconsular 
Asia, — as  being  without  an  army.  This  province,  moreover, 
was  rather  too  far  off  from  the  scene  of  action. 

Where  exactly  the  Homonadenses  lived  it  is  not  easy  to 
determine.  Tacitus  assigns  them  to  Cilicia,  Strabo  to  Pisidia 
or  Isauria,  or  to  Cilicia,  Pliny  makes  them  conterminous  with 
the  Isaurians.  They  may  have  formed  a  portion  of  the  king- 
dom of  Archelaus  king  of  Cappadocia,  which,  at  the  time  of 
these  events,  embraced  a  considerable  portion  of  rough  Cilicia. 
But  it  is  really  of  minor  importance  to  settle  this  point,  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that  as  Varus  went  out  of  his  own  province 
with  his  army  to  quell  the  commotions  in  Judea,  then  under 
a  king,  so  a  Syrian  president  would  without  scruple  have  sent 
or  led  his  army  into  the  neighboring  Cilicia  for  the  same 
reason. 

Archbishop  Usher  thought  that  Quirinius  was  proconsul  of 
Cilicia  when  these  events  took  place.  The  supposition  cannot 
be  defended,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  Cilicia  was  at  this 
time  united  to  Syria.  This  province,  greatly  reduced  in  its 
extent  since  the  times  of  Cicero,  was  at  one  time  united  with 
Cyprus  under  one  proconsul ;  and  in  729=26.  B.  C,  became 
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an  imperial  province,  but  in  782=22  B.  C,  was  given  back  to 
the  Senate.  In  734=20  B.  C,  it  was  separated  from  Cyprus, 
over  which  was  now  placed  a  proprsdtor  with  the  name  and 
style  of  a  proconsul.  Such  was  Sergius  Paulns.  Cilicia  now 
formed  an  imperial  province,  and  after  Augustus  was  govern- 
ed by  a  legatvs pro  prcBtore^  but  we  have  no  information  how 
it  was  governed  from  734  until  Augustus  died,  and  for  some- 
time afterward.  Several  cases  of  interference  in  Cilician 
affairs  on  the  part  of  Syrian  presidents — those  namely  re- 
corded by  Tacitus,  Annal.  ii.,  78-80,  vi.,  41,  xii.,  55,  seem  to 
show  that  they  had  a  right  so  to  do,  and  Cilicia  being  a 
country  with  unquiet  mountaineers  in  or  around  it,  there  was 
a  kind  of  necessity  in  connecting  it  with  a  province,  where  a 
large  army  was  indispensable. 

These  considerations  render  it  probable  that  when  Quirinius 
subjugated  these  barbarians,  he  was  president  of  Syria.  And 
the  time  can  have  just  preceded  that  when  he  became  rector 
of  the  young  Caasar,  if  Tacitus,  in  the  passage  so  often  refer- 
red to,  has  not  violated  historical  sequence.  To  this  may  be 
added  that  the  insignia  triumphi  which  he  obtained  for  this 
successful  enterprise  shows  him  to  have  been  acting  as  empe 
ror's  legate. 

•  The  other  source  of  evidence  is  an  inscription  found  at  Tibur 
in  1764,  unfortunately  mutilated,  but  having  reference  to  some 
one  who  held  the  office  of  imperial  legate  twice  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Syria.  We  speak  of  one  inscription  only,  passing  by 
another  of  great  importance  (in  which  one  JEmilius,  serving 
under  Quirinius,  there  called  Quirinns,  legate  of  Syria,  is  re- 
corded as  having  taken  the  census  of  Apamea,  and  captured  a 
fortress  of  the  Iturseans  in  Mount  Lebanon),  on  account  of  the 
suspicions  now  generally  entertained  of  its  genuineness,  which 
are  sufficient  to  condemn  it  as  the  product  of  fraud.*  The 
genuine  inscription,  with  missing  parts  that  are  certain  or 
nearly  so  supplied  in  parenthesis,  runs  as  follows  : 

re]  gem,  qua  redacta  in  pot[estatem  divi]  J  August!  popu- 

*  See  Zampt  ii.,  106-107.  Originally  made  known  in  1719,  said  to  be  at  Ye- 
nice,  receiyed  by  San  Olemente  and  Hnschke  with  older  writers,  branded  first  as 
a  forgery  by  Marini  (Atti  e  monomenti  do*  fratelli  Arrali,  Rome,  1796),  it  now 
bas  DO  weight  with  caotioos  scholars. 
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liqne  Bomani,  SeDatTi[8  decrevit]  I  SappUcationes  binas  obree 
pro6]ere  geetae],)  ipsi  ornainenta  trintnph[alia].  ProconBul 
Asiam  provinciam  op[tinuit,  1^.]  |  divi  AngQBti  iteram  Sy- 
riam  et  Ph[(Bnicen  rexitj.* 

This  marble  honors  the  memory  of  a  man  who  lived  and 
served  under  Augnstns,  died  after  him  (whence  divtia  Angus- 
tu^\  had  been  proconsul  of  Asia,  and  twice  legate  of  the  em- 
peror, once  at  least  in  Syria,  had  subjngated  some  tribe  or 
nation  {gnd  redactd)y  and  gave  occasion  by  this  to  supplica- 
tions or  thanksgivings  on  two  occasions,  as  well  as  received 
the  triumphal  insignia.  The  number  of  persons  to  whom  thia 
could  possibly  apply  is  very  limited.  Agrippa  is  out  of  the 
question,  even  if  any  of  the  deeds  recorded  on  the  monument 
could  be  ascribed  to  him,  unless  we  suppose  some  one  to  have 
written  a  sepulchral  inscription  to  his  honor  more  than  25 
years  after  his  death,  for  so  long  Augustus  survived  him.f  So 
also  Titius — consul  44  years  before  Augustus*  death — cannot 
have  survived  him,  and  we  know  that  Varus  and  Lollius — if 
the  latter  were  ever  president  of  Syria— died  long  before  Au- 
gustus. There  remain  two  Syriafi  legates,  of  whose  achieve- 
ments nothing  is  recorded,  Yolusius,  and  Silanus,  in  whose 
presidency  Augustus  died,  and  two  to  whom  the  inscription 


*  We  give  ft  yerj  short  explanfttion  of  one  or  two  points  in  the  inscription. 
Qud  redactd  refers  to  gtntem  or  some  snoh  principal  word,  regtm  being  snbor^- 
nate.  Sapposing  Quirinins  to  be  the  subject  of  the  inscription,  we  can  sptiy 
supply  after  Mommsen,  qua  imterfecerat  Amyntam,  Oalatanan  [regem]— svpp/t- 
catianet  here  denotes  thanksgiTings^  which  sometimes  in  this  age  extended 
through  from  10  to  60  days.  Binat  can  only  mean  on  two  9fparaU  occofUmi,  aa 
the  BQpplications  were  counted  by  no  particular  number  of  days.  Comp.  Mar- 
quardt.  Bom.  alterth.  iii,  2,  p.  446, — Omamenta  trimnphaliii  hrtvliuoi  rtfutl  in 
Dion  Cass.  For  the  difference  between  this  honor,  which  was  lieqaeotly  con- 
ferred on  the  legates  of  the  emperor,  who  was  general-in-chief,  and  a  triumph 
which  properly  belonged  to  the  general-in-chief,  see  Marqnardt  u.8. — iUrum,  There 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  sense  is  not  that  the  man  spoken  of  was 
tmce  Ugate,  and  in  his  $eeond  legation  gofHtned  Sgna^  but  that  he  was  legale  of 
Syria  twice.  For  this  Tery  essential  point  we  most  refer  to  Znmpt^s  often  cited 
essay.  San  Clemen te  and  Mommsen  give  the  same  explanation.  Mommseo  (on 
the  ResgestflB  Augnsti,  p.  112.)  says  that  he  has  met  with  no  other  instance  be- 
sides this  of  a  leccation  or  presidency  of  an  imperial  province  being  given  the 
second  time  to  the  same  man. 

f  Agrippa  died  In  March  742,  Augustus  in  September  767,  XT.  C. 
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08D,  with  some  probability,  be  referred,  Satuminns  and  Quiri- 
niuB.  Bergmann  and  Mommaeny  after  San  Clemente,  decide 
for  QuiriniuBf  Znmpt  for  Satarninos.    The  argaments  of  the 

latter  against  referring  the  inscription  to  Quirinius  are  two.  1. 
He  had  been,  as  we  learn  from  Florus,  proconsul  of  Africa. 
It  was  an  unheard  of  thing  at  this  age  of  Rome,  that  the  same 
man  should  have  the  government  in  both  those  senatorial  pro- 
vinces, Africa  and  Asia,  for  which  consular  men  were  selected. 
No  other  examples  can  be  given.  There  were  generally  more 
than  two  consuls  (including  the  suffecti)  every  year,  to  whom 
these  two  provinces  were  to  be  assigned.  2.  What  could  have 
called  for  the  ^w?o  supplications  in  the  subjugation  of  a  paltry 
tribe  of  mountaineers  in  Mount  Taurus.  Gerlach  meets  this 
by  the  remark  that  Zumpt  forgets  the  successes  of  Quirinius 
in  Africa.  But  he  himself  forgets  that  the  inscription  confines 
them  to  one  occasion,  qvxi  redacta  being  the  same  as  on  account 
of  the  subjugation  of  which.  Neither  argument  has  much 
weight.  If  the  public  good  demanded  the  presence  of  an  ac- 
tive military  man  in  the  province  of  Asia  like  Quirinius,  he 
might  fill  it,  after  his  first  Syrian  legation,  and  while  Yolusius 
was  president  in  Syria.  And  as  for  the  second  argument  our 
ignorance  of  the  circumstances  makes  it  unreliable. 

On  the  other  hand  Zumpt's  arguments  for  Saturninus  are 
these.  When,  as  governor  in  Germany  (758,  759= A.  D.  5,  fJ), 
and  acting  with  Tiberius,  he  penetrated  beyond  the  Weser, 
several  tribes  were  subdued  and  the  Cherusci  were  re-subjuga- 
ted. (Veil,  ii.,  105).  The  courtly  writer  adds  that  Tiberius  took 
himself  the  leading  part;  Sentius,  probably  because  he  was 
quite  old  now,  having  for  his  share  whatever  was  of  less  res- 
ponsibility and  hazard.  The  subsequent  movements,  as  de- 
scribed by  the  same  historian,  consisted  in  a  combination  of 
two  armies  against  Maroboduus  and  the  Marcomanni,  which 
amounted  to  nothing,  because  disturbances  in  Dalraatia  and 
Pannonia  required  the  employment  of  the  troops  elsewhere 
(ii.,  108-109).  Dio  Cass,  makes  even  less  of  these  operations 
(Iv.,  28).  Tiberius  "  marched  as  far  as  the  Visurgis  [Weser], 
and  afterwards  to  the  Elbe,  yet  nothing  worthy  of  mention 
was  effected.  And  yet  both  Augustus  and  Tiberius  were 
called  imperatoree  on  account  of  the  transactions,  and   Caius 
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Sentiufl,  the  goveruor  of  Gtermanj,  received  trinmphal  honors, 
inasmuch  as  they  [the  Oerniane]  both  once  and  again  made 
peace  with  them.  But  the  reason  why  peace  was  granted  to 
them,  when  they  had  violated  their  treaty  a  little  before,  was 
the  unusually  serious  disturbances  in  Dalroatia  and  Pannonia, 
requiring  speedy  attention.''  Here  we  have  a  happy  explana- 
tion of  the  hina$  supplicatumes  of  the  inscription  and  of  the 
omamerUa  triumphalia.  But  the  weak  point  in  Znmpt's  re- 
ference of  this  marble  to  Saturninns  is  that  there  is  no  room 
for  him  in  the  list  of  presidents  of  Syria,  nor  evidence  that  be 
was  ever  there  but  once,  unless  we  arbitrarily  suppose,  as 
Zumpt  must,  that  he  preceded  Agrippa's  eastern  government, 
before  his  own  consulship.*  But  there  is  really  no  evidence 
that  any,  besides  consular  men,  were  ever  entrusted  witli  the 
government  of  Syria.  The  only  seeming  exception  to  tliis  re- 
mark, a  Varro  mentioned  by  Josephus  (Antiq.  xv.,  1,  §.  10  Bell. 
Jud.  i.,  20,  §  4),  was  probably  nothing  but  a  legate  of  Agrippa. 
Zumpt's  objection,  that  Quirinins,  as  being  consul  of  Africa, 
could  not  hold  the  same  office  in  proconsular  Asia,  is  happily 
met  on  the  supposition  which  Mommsen  defends,  that  he 
performed  his  achievements  in  Africa,  before  his  consulship, 
while  he  was  entrusted  with  the  province  of  Crete  and  Gyrene. 
This  senatorial  province  was  now  governed  by  a  propraetor  with 
the  title  of  proconsul.  The  Marmaridse,  or  inhabitants  of 
Marmarica,  lived  to  the  east  of  Cyrenaica,  if  not  counted  as 
belonging  to  that  district,  and  the  Garamantes  to  the  west, 
towards  or  within  proconsular  Africa.  Why  should  a  governor 
of  the  province  of  Africa  traverse  the  length  of  coast  included 
in  another  province,  when  there  was  a  Roman  Governor  on 
hand  to  pnt  down  the  disturbances  at  such  a  distance.  Will 
it  be  said  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  an  army  in  Cyrenaica 
To  this  Mommsen  answers  that  it  is  not  so  certain  that  this  pro- 
vince was  now  without  troops,  nor  improbable  that  the  third 
legion,  called  Cyrenaica  from  the  province,  was  stationed  there 
before  being  transferred  to  Egypt.     But  granting,  says  this 

*  In  comparing  the  mcoiioU  of  this  •zpedition  into  Gemumj  giveo  by  Vol* 
leiot  and  Die  CMsint,  one  must  conelnde  that  the  latter  gives  no  jott  view  of 
what  it  had  aotaally  accomplished,  and  of  what  it  promised  to  do.  Bat  for  ths 
Insurrection  in  Pannonia  and  Dalmatia,  Qermany  might  hare  been  tnbdaed. 
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learned  man,  that  the  arrangements  concerning  the  legions 
mentioned  by  Tacitus  (Annal.  iv.,  5)  were  already  adopted  at 
so  early  a  time,  what  prevented  the  sending  of  rf  legion  from 
Egypt,  if  war  had  broken  out  in  Oyrene  ?  Add  to  this  that  the 
words  of  Tacitns  already  cited  **  impiger  militise  et  acribas  mi- 
nisteriis — consulatum — adeptus,"  are  thus  fully  explained.  He 
distinguished  himself  so  much  in  this  war,  that  though  a  man  of 
humble  origin,  he  thus  paved  his  way  to  the  higher  office.* 
Add  to  this  that  when  Florus  says  that  he  might  have  had  the 
title  of  Marmaricus  but  for  his  modesty,  the  historian  shows 
that  the  war  with  the  Marmaridse  was  the  principal  affair, 
which  naturally  belonged  to  the  proconsul  of  Oyrenaica. 

This  being  admitted — that  the  deeds  of  Qnirinius  in  Africa 
belong  to  a  time  before  his  consulship — every  thing  else  be- 
comes clear.  He  went  to  Asia  as  proconsul,  when  he  could, 
according  to  established  usage,  that  is  in  the  year  748.  He 
succeeded  Varus  in  Syria  as  he  had  succeeded  him  in  the  con- 
sulship. He  was  then  appointed  rector  of  Caius.  The  length 
of  time  admits  of  all  this,  whereas,  if  we  make  him  proconsul 
of  Africa  after  his  consulship,  we  crowd  his  offices  inconve- 
niently together. 

Upon  the  whole  the  evidence  for  a  double  legation  of  Qniri- 
nius in  Syria  is  tolerably  strong,  without  the  marble,  and  the 
marble  itself,  when  it  speaks  of  a  nation  being  brought  under 
Roman  sway,  says  more  than  could,  without  exaggeration,  be 

*  See  Mommean's  ret  getts  d.  August,  pp.  119,  180.  Here  we  may  toeke  the 
remark  that  Seotine  Sa^^uminiu  hiniself  may  have  been  prooonsol  in  Africa,  to 
that  the  objections  of  Zumpt  against  noderstanding  the  inscription  of  Qnirioina 
would  apply  with  as  good  reason  to  the  other.  Tertnllian  (de  pallio  cap.  1)  has 
these  words :  "  post  longas  Cnsaris  moras  moBnia  Cathagini  Statilinm  Taomm 
hnpoenisse,  eolemnia  enarrayisse  Sentiom  Satnminnm.'*  The  former  was  pro- 
oonsul  of  Africa  in  71S-720,  the  latter  might  have  been  in  740.  His  sons  were 
consnls  in  767,  bnt  the  interval  would  be  too  great  to  understand  what  Tertul- 
lian  says  of  one  of  them.  These  remarks  are  borrowed  from  Mommsen  u.  s.,  p. 
117. 

It  may  be  fbrther  remarked  that  on  the  supposition  that  the  campaign  of 
Qnirinius  in  Africa  took  place  before  hia  consulship,  we  have  in  Tacitus  an  or- 
derly progresa  of  erants.  First  he  is  actiye  in  war  (via,  againat  the  Marmari- 
d»,  near  Cyrene).  This  wins  him  his  consulship,  then  he  obtains  his  triumpha 
ornaments  by  conquering  the  Homonadenaes,  then  he  beoomea  rector  of  young  C 
Onaar,  then  on  hia  way  to  or  from  the  east  ha  conrta  Tiberina  at  Rhodea. 
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said  of  Satarninos,  while  the  objections  against  referring  it  to 
Qniriniae  are  chiefly  argnments  from  oar  ignorance. 

To  return*  now  to  the  census  or  apographe  of  which  the 
evangelist  speaks.  Supposing  Quirinius  to  have  been  twice 
governor  of  Syria,  we  have  not  reached  and  cannot  by  this 
means  reach  a  perfect  solution  of  the  difficulties  in  our  text, 
for  his  first  presidency  must  have  begun  sometime  after  the 
death  of  Herod,  and  Joseph  went  to  Bethlehem  for  the  censua 
sometime  before  that  event.  There  remain  two  possible  ways 
of  explaining  the  connexion  of  Quirinius  with  the  census. 

First  we  may  conceive  it  to  have  begun  sometime  before 
and  to  have  been  interrupted  or  dragged  slowly  until,  by  the 
vigor  of  this  man,  it  was  carried  through.  The  historical 
tradition  would  thus  connect  with  his  name  the  leading  part 
in  the  affair.  And  he  might  thus  be  more  readily  selected  to 
superintend  the  complete  change  in  the  relations  of  Judea  to 
Bome,  after  the  deposition  of  Archelaus,  for  having  shown 
and  gained  experience  in  his  earlier  administration. 

Or,  secondly^  we  may  conceive  that  he  was  in  Syria,  some 
years  earlier, — wJien  it  is  unnecessary  for  our  purpose  to  deter- 
mine, if  only  some  time  before  Herod's  death,  in  the  capacity 
of  a  fiscal  agent  for  taking  the  census,  and  that  he  is  loosely 
called  by  Luke  i^i/icjv  Hopia^.  This  is  the  opinion  of  many, 
both  of  the  older  scholars,  as  Cardinal  Noris,  and  of  the 
newer,  as  Dr.  Edward  Robinson,  and  Gerlach  in  his  recent 
essay  on  the  Koman  governors  in  Syria.  Noris  exhibits  this 
opinion  in  these  words  (Cosnot.  Pis.  Diss,  ii.,  cap.  16,  p.  295, 
ed.  Orsev-Burm.)  :  ^*  hinc  pinree  eruditi  viri  dicunt  Quirinium 
cum  iraperio  extraordinario  in  Syriam  missum  ad  censum  pe- 
ragendum.  Nam  cum  eo  anno  [749  a.  u.]  pax  toto  Bomano 
imperio  floreret,  Augustus  decrevit  universorum  qui  vel  sub- 
diti  vel  socii  essent  popnli  Romani,  numerum  et  facnltates 
uoscere.  Hinc  Lucse  II  dicitur :  Esdit  edictum  a  Ccemre  Au- 
ffusto  ut  describeretur  wniversvs  Orhis.  Ex  hac  ilium  postea 
descriptione  breviarium  confecisse  putant. — Cum  vero  Quiri- 
nius, vir  consnlaris,id  temporis  Oriente  degeret,  ac  bellnm  con- 
tra Homonadenses  feliciter  confecisset,  enndem  in  Syriam  cum 
extraordinario  imperio  misit,  ut  turn  ibidem,  tum  in  JudsBa, 
qusB  gens  erat  socia  et  amica  populi  Eomani,  censum  perage- 
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ret.  Quaravis  vero  eo  anno*  Sentine  Satnrninns  Syriam  ad- 
ministraret,  Qnirinins,  ob  recentem  Tiotoriam  tota  Asia  cele- 
bratns,  deecriptioni  faciendsB  pr8eiK>6itn8  fait. — Apnd  Evange- 
listam  vox  -^ytfMovtwivto^  non  accipitnr  prolegato  propr«Btore 
SyrisB  sed  pro  qnocvmqne  potestatem  atque  itnperinm  in 
Syria  obtinente ;  ita  Felix  eidem  Lncee  in  Actis  Apoet.  cap. 
24,  nnncapatnr  i^«/iipoc,  qui  tamen  erat  procurator. "f 

In  illnstration  of  this  opinion  we  remark  (1)  that  Josephus 
uses  -^x^fjubv  with  the  same  freeness  or  looseness  of  meaning. 
This  is  remarkable  when  he  speaks  of  Satuminus  when  Presi- 
dent of  Syria  and  of  one  Yolnmnins  who  was  somehow  con- 
nected with  him.  All  the  examples  in  the  Antiquities^  which 
occur  of  that  kind  touching  these  men  we  will  cite  unless  some 
have  escaped  our  notice  xvi.,  9,  §  1.  ^'  He  conversed  about 
these  things  with  the  emperor's  -^x^fidaeu^  Satuminus  and  Vo- 
lumnius."  ib.,  §  2.  He  associates  Volumnius  with  the  other, 
as  if  the  consent  of  the  former  were  needed,  rmv  ntpl  zby  S. 
xal  (h.  mtrptnbwmv.  §  5.  "  He  often  went  to  8.  and  V.  rowc 
rij^  Iopia^:^Yefi6pa^.^^  xvi.,  11,  §1.  Calling  into  council  roue 
i^Y9fi6paC'  xvi.,  9,  §  1.  inl  2.  xal  Oo,  tSp  Zoplauz  ineffraroiyrmv. 
Yet  Yolnmnins  ranked  after  Saturninius,  who  is  called 
arpaxTjff&v  and  hrcfisXrjTTJ^^  while  he  is  called  (B.  J.,  i.,  27,  §  1, 
§  2),  ^nparonsddpjpj^  and  inkpono^.  He  was  not  a  legate  of 
Satuminus,  whose  sons  filled  those  offices  for  the  three  Syrian 
legions,  (Antiq.  xvi,  11,  §  3),  but  his  name  iTckpono^  seems  to 
describe  him  as  a  special  agent  of  Augustus,  having  relations 
of  a  direct  nature,  perhaps  as  a  finance  agent,  with  the  ruling 
power,  serving  as  a  kind  of  check  on  the  Syrian  president. 

2.  Important  persons  of  high  station  were  often  selected, 
when  the  census  system  for  the  empire  was  established,  to  un^ 
dertake  this  duty  in  the  provinces,  as  the  censor  formerly,  and 
the  emperor  at  the  time  of  which  Luke  writes,  superintended 
it  at  Bome  and  for  Italy.  Tacitus  speaks  of  Gbrmanicns  (An- 
nal.  i.,  81),  as  agendo  OcMiarum  Censui  intewtum^  although 

*  Nona  u  wrong  here.  The  ooins  relating  to  Yarus  and  his  presidency  be- 
tween 747  and  750  a.  a.  eould  not  have  been  known  when  he  wrote. 

f  A  little  afterwards  Noris  notices  the  plan  of  removing  all  difficalty  in  regard 
to  Quirinias  from  the  text  of  Lake  by  making  irpciro^  mean  prtor  to,  and  says, 
"  banc  ezpositionem  verboram  LncsB  ita  refero  at  nee  probem  neo  improbem.** 
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not  governor  of  the  province,  and  as,  when  the  news  of  Angns- 
tas'  death  came  to  him,  per  CMUaa  oensus  oodpienH.  (Ibid, 
33).  A  number  of  other  cases  occar  bat  most  of  them  belong 
to  a  later  time.  The  persons  named — and  all  the  examples  are 
from  inscriptions — ^have  the  title  of  leg0tus  Augusti  proptiB- 
tare  censuum  cuknpiendorumj  or  ad  census  CLodpiendos,  or 
legattiSj  etc.  censUor^  with  the  province  following.  They  are 
not  ordinary  imperial  legates  bat  extraordinary,  invested  with 
proconsular  imperinm,  and  thus  able  to  command  armies.  A 
list  may  be  found  in  Marqnardt,  (Becker-Marq.  iii.,  2,  172). 
It  would  not  have  been  beneath  the  consular  dignity  of  Quiri- 
nius  to  undertake  this  delicate  and  important  trust,  a  trust  con* 
fided,  in  Gaul,  to  a  member  of  the  imperial  family.  And  if, 
when  so  empl(»yed,  he  was  deputed  to  put  an  end  to  disturb- 
ances in  Cilicia,  perhaps  this  might  be  justified  by  the 
emergency. 

Of  these  two  ways  of  solving  the  problem  concerning  Quiri- 
nios  we  prefer  the  first,  as  based  on  what  we  may  now  call  a 
fact,  a  presidency  of  his  in  Syria  before  that  in  759,  and  as 
bringing  him  more  naturally  into  Cilicia,  in  a  military  capa- 
city. This  is  all  the  aid  that  the  theory  of  a  double  legation 
of  his  in  Syria,  which  is  established  on  probable  grounds,  gives 
to  us,  that  it  furnishes  a  not  unlikely  explanation.  In  either 
case  we  cannot  claim  for  Luke  the  highest  conceivable  accu- 
racy. If  Quirinius  was  governor^  as  supposed,  before  6  A.  D., 
he  could  not  have  commenced  the  census ;  if  he  was  a  special 
legate  for  taking  the  census  he  could  only  he  ccUled  governor 
by  catachresis.  Yet  the  accuracy  is  as  great  as  could  be  ex- 
pected or  demanded  of  a  historian  in  points  which  were  to 
him  of  minor  importanoe. 

IQ.  But  was  there  a  general  census  of  the  Eoman  empire 
in  the  age  of  Augustus.  This  is  the  other  problem  to  be  solved 
before  the  main  difficulties  of  our  text  can  be  removed.  Dr. 
Schaff  says  that  ^'  it  is  certain  that  Augustus  held  at  least 
three  census  of  the  empire."    In  this  he  follows   Huschke* 

*  This  position  taken  in  hii  first  work,  that  on  the  census  at  our  Lord's  birth, 
p.  45,  and  onward,  he  still  maintained  in  his  second,  on  the  oensas  and  the  ays* 
tern  of  taxation  of  the  earlier  times  of  the  Roman  empire,  in  tlie  preface  aw) 
afterwards. 
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who  is  certainly  in  an  error.  We  shall  be  glad,  if,  as  the  re- 
sult of  this  enquiry,  we  may  be  able  to  show  that  probably  one 
census  of  the  empire  was  taken.  Buschke  bases  his  opinion 
on  the  acconnt  which  Augustus  gives  of  his  three  censuses  in 

the  nionument  of  Ancyra.*  The  emperor  there  speaks  in  his 
own  person  as  follows  (Tab.  ii.) :  "In  ray  sixth  consulship  I 
held  a  census  of  the  people  with  M,  Agrippa  for  my  colleague." 
This  census,  belonging  to  726=28  B,  C,  is  mentioned  by  Dio 
Cass,  liii.,  1.  He  continues,  '*  I  made  a  lustrum^  the  first  after 
forty-two  years,  in  which  lustrum  4,063,000  polls  of  Roman 
citizens  were  registered."  The  earlier  census  referred  to  had 
been  made  in  681=70  B.  C,  wlien  On.  Lentulus  and  L.  Gel- 
lius  were  consuls,  unless  with  Mommsen  we  assign  it  to  685. 
"  Another  lustrum  I  made  alone,  invested  with  consular  im- 
periiim^  when  C.  Censorinus  and  C.  Asinius  wxre  consuls,  in 
which  lustrum  4,233,000  polls  of  Roman  citizens  were  regis- 
tered." This  census  of  Roman  citizens  occurred  in  the  year 
746  =  8  B.  C,  and  is  expressly  mentioned  only  by  Augustus 
himself.  With  this  census  the  taxing  of  Judea  spoken  of  by 
Luke,  as  contemporary  with  Christ's  birth  may  be  brought  into 
connexion.  "  A  tliird  lustrum  " — he  goes  on  to  say,  "  I  made 
with  Tib,  Caesar  for  my  colleague,  when  Sextus  Fompeius  and 
Sextus  Appuleius  were  consuls,  in  which  lustrum  4,097,000 
^[or  according  to  the  newly  discovered  Greek  version  4,937,000] 
polls  of  Rouiau  citizens  were  registered."  Tliis  census  took 
place  A.  D.  14=76G  U.  C,  the  year  of  the  death  of  Augus- 
tus, and  was  closed  108  days  before  that  event.  Suetonius 
also  (Aug.,  §  27),  mentions  three  censuses,  as  made  under  the 
direction  of  Augustus:  "  recepit  et  morumregumque  regimen 
^^erpetuum,  quo  jure,  quanquam  sine  censursB  honore,  censum 
tamen  populi  teregit,  primum  et  tertium  cum  collega,  medium 
solus."    These  words  show  also  the  authority  by  which  he 

*  Often  published  after  copies  taken  by  travellers  at  Ancyra.  See  the  edition 
of  Franz  and  Zumpt,  Berlin,  1845,  entitled  Cmsaria  Auguati  index  rerum  a  se  ges- 
tarura  sive  momumentum  Ancyranura,  etc.  Zell  in  his  Rom.  Epigraphik  i.,  368 — 
864  haa  followed  this  edition.  A  more  recent  edition  containing  new  discoveries 
of  the  Greek  translation  made  by  Perrot,  a  Frenchman,  in  1861,  was  prepared 
bv  Th.  Mommsen  in  1865,  and  now  sepersedea  all  others.  This  edition  was  not 
in  oar  hands  while  writing  the  first  draft  of  this  essay,  but  has  since  been  care- 
fully used  in  the  way  of  correction  and  new  remark. 
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acted.  He  was  not  a  censor  according  to  the  old  idea  of  that 
office,  but  held  a  controlling  power  over  leges  and  mores  in 
which  the  powers  of  the  censorship  were  indnded.  Dio  Oas- 
sins  describes  his  censorial  power  by  such  a  word  as  u/joirsisiVj 
the  proper  term  fbr  the  old  office,  but  not  without  a  degree  of 
incorrectness.  The  censns  of  U.  0.  736,  his  first,  had,  accord- 
ing to  an  excellent  historian,^  no  reference  to  property,  but 
was  a  simple  enuoAeration  of  the  number  of  Boman  citizens. 
If  such  was  its  meaning,  and  we  have  failed  to  discover  the 
evidence  for  the  assertion,  it  was  held  on  different  principles 
from  the  old  censuses,  which  always  had  respect  to  property, 
and  this  included  Romans  in  all  the  provinces,  whom  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  provincial  governor  to  enumerate.  But 
these  three  censuses  mentioned  by  Augustus  touched  JSaman 
citizens  only,  as  he  expressly  says — and  if  any  others  were  re- 
gistered he  passes  it  over  in  silence.  The  three  seem  to  have 
been  of  the  same  kind.  If  he  says  that  he  held  the  first  in 
his  sixth  consulship,  and  the  others  '^  cum  consulari  imperio," 
the  meaning  is  that  as  having  the  imperium  in  all  three  cases, 
both  in  his  consulship,  and  by  his  extraordinary  consular  im- 
periumy  such  as  the  eariiest  consuls  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
kings  and  before  the  creation  of  censors  enjoyed,  he  issued 
the  edict  by  which,  as  censor  morum^  he  was  authorized  to 
take  the  census.  This  consular  imperiv/m  in  perpetuity  was, 
according  to  the  received  views,  granted  to  him  in  785=19  B. 
0.  after  his  first  census  and  before  the  second.  But  this  would 
not  have  been  the  function  by  which  he  would  have  prescribed 
a  census  of  the  provinces^  and  so  when  he  issued  an  edict  for 
a  census  of  Italians  (Dio  Oass.  Iv.,  18),  he  did  so  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  proconsular  power.f  ^ 

•  Hoeek^Rom.  G«eoh.  it,  1,  828. 

f  See  the  remarks  of  A.  W.  Zumpt  on  the  Ancyra  marblee  in  Franx  and 
Znmpt's  ed.,  p.  48.  Dio  says  in  that  place,  after  speaking  of  a  ohoioe  of  a  Sen- 
ate, that  "  he  made  a  census  of  those  who  lived  in  Italy  and  had  property  worth 
not  less  than  50,000  denarii  Those  id  Italy  who  had  less  peeoniary  ability  and 
those  residing  out  of  Italy  he  did  not  compel  to  give  in  their  lists,  out  of  fear 
of  disturbance.  And  that  he  might  not  seem  to  do  this  aa  a  censor  (ri^uiTn^), 
for  the  reason  which  I  hare  giren  before,  he  assumed  proconsular  power  to  the 
end  of  the  census,  and  until  the  offering  of  the  lustrum."  This  imperfect  census 
may  have  referred  only  to  citiiens:  if  so,  why  the  proconsular  power.    Or  by 
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Another  passage  of  the  marble  has  been  caught  hold  of  by 
Huschke  to  establish  a  general  census  of  the  provinces.  The 
argument,  however,  is  lame,  for  every  thing  depends  on  this 
learned  lawyer's  conjectural  supplement  to  a  deficient  text,  and 
his  conjecture  has  not  received  the  sanction  of  other  scholars 
who  have  studied  the  marbles.  In  the  fifth  tablet  occur  these 
words: — ** omnium provinciarum  .  .  .  quibus finitimse fuerunt 
gentes  qn»  n.  .  .  .  fines  auxi.''  The  first  hiatus  Buschke  fills 
up  with  centum  egiy  and  the  second — in  which  it  is  admitted 
that  he  has  hit  the  sense  if  not  the  words— with  nondvmi  stcb- 
JectcB  erantpopiUo  Romano.  The  restoration  in  the  first  place, 
which  Zumpt  has  made  is  populi  Homani.  That  some  such 
supplement  is  more  probable  appears,  Ist,  from  the  considera- 
tion that  Augustus  would  hardly  have  spoken  of  so  great  an 
operation  with  so  much  brevity ;  2dly,  from  the  fact  that  the  la- 
cuna in  the  Greek  translation  seems  not  to  admit  the  words 
which  Buschke's  conjecture  would  require.* 

Still  less  can  Buschke's  passage  cited  from  Dio  Cass,  be  of 
any  use  to  his  argument  for  a  general  census.  It  occurs  in 
Book  iv.,  §  86.  ''  While  these  things  were  taking  place,  Au- 
gustus both  made  a  census,  Tcdpva  rd  lmdpj[pvTd  oly  xa&djttp  rrc 
edtwnjCj  djzorfpa^d/apo^^  and  selected  the  senate."  The  Greek 
words  are  translated  by  him  as  if  they  denoted  all  those  things 
which  could  be  said  to  belong  to  him,  as  the  head  of  the  Eo- 
man  empire.  But  it  needs  no  more  than  a  look  at  the  place 
to  satisfy  one's  self  that  the  historian  represents  him  as  hand- 
ing in  a  list  of  all  his  propierty,  just  as  any  private  man  would. 

The  authors  relied  upon  to  establish  a  general  census  under 
Augustus  are  not  only  to  a  considerable  extent  of  a  late  time, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  Christian  ones,  it  may  be  that  their  re- 
rove  H^  T^r  iTCikia^  can  he  mean  those  Italians  not  citizens,  who  were  living 
abroad?  Here  we  remark  that  Mommsen  (Res  Gestn  d.  August.,  p.  28),  taxes 
Dio  with  error  in  bis  statement  that  Angnstns  leceiYed  perpetnal  consular  power 
in  the  year  786^19,  on  the  ground  especially  that  he  would,  if  to,  have  men- 
tioned  it  in  his  account  of  bimselt 

*  Fragments  of  a  Oreek  translation  baye  been  found  at  Apollonia  in  Pisidia 
and  at  Ancyra — the  latter  much  the  more  eztensiTe.  On  column  iiL  of  Table  8 
in  Franz  and  Zumpt's  ed.  of  the  marble  we  have  uvaaofwpa^  i.  e.,  uv  &^  hfiopa. 
Here  Ac  must  refer  to  a  Oreek  word  for  provinciarum,  hrapxeiw^  and  uv  can  be 
nothing  but  the  end  ofFofiaUfp,    Thus  Huschke's  conjecture  is  entirely  set  aside. 

VOL.  xxvm.  45 
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preeentationg  are  colored  by  this  very  passage  of  Luke.  Or 
they  may  have  been  qaite  uncritical  in  their  statements.  Thus 
when  Justin  Martyr  speaks  of  the  results  of  the  census  in 
Judea  under  Quirinius  as  being  laid  up  in  theBoman  archives, 
he  may  have  thought  that  Christ  was  born  in  6  A.  D.,  when 
the  noted  census  under  that  governor  to«>k  place.**^ 

Another  tradition  refers  to  a  general  land  survey  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus,  made  under  the  superintendence  of  a  cer- 
tain Balbns.  In  the  liber  coloniarum  we  have  the  following 
passage:!  huic  addendas  mensuras  limitum  et  terminornm 
Augusti  et  Neronis,  sed  et  Balbi  mensoris,  qui  temporibns  An- 
gusti  omnium  provineiarum  et  formas  civitatum  et  mensuras 
compertas  in  commentariis  contulit,  etc.  In  a  writing  falsely 
attributed  to  Boethius  (Cent.  5),  entitled  **  demonstratio  ar- 
tis  GeometricsB,"  we  have  these  words :  "jubente  Csesare  Balbo 
mensori,  qui  omnium  provineiarum  mensuras  distinzit  etdecla- 
ravit,"etc.  And  by  Ca88iodoru8(Var.  iii.,  52,  Cent.  5-6)  it  is  said 
that  ^'  Augusti  temporibns  orbis  Bomanus  agris  divisus,  cen- 
suque  descriptus  est,  ut  possessio  sua  nulli  haberetur  incerta, 
quam  pro  tributorum  snscepeyat  qnantitate  solvenda.  Hoc 
auctor  grumaticus^  redigit  ad  dogma  conscriptum,  quatenus 
studiosus  legendo  possit  agnoscere  qnod  deberet  oculis  absolute 
monstrare.'*  On  this  Th.  Mommsen  remarks  that  in  this  ac- 
count contained  in  the  liber  coloniarum  ^^  two  separate  ele 
ments  are  unskillfully  combined, — the  general  census  of  the 
empire  under  Augustus  spoken  of  by  Luke,  and  the  (Catalogues 
of  the  ager  divieus  aseignatv^  derived  from  Balbus,  which  to 
the  late  Christian  writer  [who  compiled  the  book  in  question] 
appeared  to  be  the  result  of  the  measurements  under  Augus- 
tus, as  he  elsewhere  says :  [Script  gromat.  242, 11]  "  Augus- 
tus omnem  terram  suis  temporibns  fecit  permensurari  ac  vete- 
ranis  adsignari.''    And  so,  it  follows ^^^  that  the  statement  in 

•  Comp.  ApoL  I,  §  64.  and  dial  a  Tryph.  §  78. 

f  CoDtaiiied  in  the  Oromatid  Teteree  ex  recens.  LachmanDi,  Berlin,  1848,  and 
alao,  in  oonnezion  with  essays  of  other  scholars,  caUed  Schriiteo  der  Rom.  Feld- 
nesser,  herausg.  n.  erlaUt.  t.  F.  Blmner,  K.  Lachmann,  o.  A.  Bndorf,  % 
Yolfi.,  1848-1862.  Theodor  Mommsen*s  essay,  soon  to  he  referred  to,  is  coo- 
tained  in  this  work,  11,  177. 

X  This  word  ia  written  also  gromaUcna.  In  the  Mas.  it  is  byrommeticiia  or 
g^mmeticns. 
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Cassiodorus  [n.  s.,  as  well  as  in  Pseudo-Boethius]  has  been 
wrongly  looked  upon  as  independent  of  Luke,  and  confirma- 
tory of  his  narrative,  whereas  it  rather  is  derived  from  Luke ; 
and  secondly  that  the  catalogues  of  Balbus  are  not  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  times  of  Augustus."  He  goes  on  to  pronounce 
that  the  lists  of  towns  given  in  the  liber  coloniarum  belong  to 
Balbus,  that  he  must  have  lived  as  late  as  the  reigns  of  M. 
Aurelius  and  Commodus,  and  that  the  whole  of  Italy  was 
embraced  in  his  work.* 

But  although  this  evidence  is  to  be  set  aside,  there  is  proof 
that  the  plan  of  a  general  census  of  the  empire  was  formed 
even  by  Julius  Ceesar  after  his  power  became  supreme.  On 
this  point  the  distinguished  scholar  whom  we  have  just  cited 
expresses  himself  in  his  history  of  Rome  (iii.,  cap.  11,  p.  529,  2d 
ed)  as  follows :  "The  new  kingdom  needed  at  once  an  institution 
which  should  lay  before  the  eyes  of  the  government  in  a  sum- 
mary way  the  principal  foundations  of  the  administration,  the 
state  of  population  and  of  property  of  the  several  communi- 
ties— that  is,  an  improved  census.  First  the  census  of  Italy 
was  reformed. — That  it  was  Osesar's  purpose  to  introduce  sim- 
ilar institutions  in  the  provinces  we  may  be  sure  on  ths  one 
hand  from  the  measurements  and  cadasters  of  the  entire  em- 
pire which  he  set  on  foot,  and  by  the  institution  itself  on  the 
other ;  for  the  general  formula  was  thus  found,  by  which,  as 
well  in  the  Italian  as  in  the  non-Italian  communities,  the  re- 
quisite supplies  forthe  central  administration  could  be  secured. 
Herein  it  was  evidently  Caesar's  intention  to  return  to  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  earlier  republican  times,  and  to  revive  the  cen- 
sus of  the  empire  which  the  earlier  republic  had  instituted,  in 
the  same  way  substantially  in  which  Ceesar  carried  out  his 
Italian  census, — namely  by  an  extension  of  the  city  census, 
with  its  legal  times  of  payment,  and  other  essential  rules,  to 
the  whole  of  the  subject  communities  in  Italy  and  Sicily.f 
The  extant  traces  and  the  connexion  of  things  itself  show, 
without  question,  the  preparations  for  the  renewal  of  the  cen- 
sus of  the  empire,  which  for  centuries  had  been  obsolete," 

*  Ritachl,  in  his  essay  soon  to  be  referred  to,  written  in  1842,  believed  that 
Balbus  was  a  contemporary  of  Augustus.     Zumpt  holds  the  same  opinion, 
f  He  refers  to  the  times  of  the  war  with  Pyrrhus, 
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Onr  limits  will  not  permit  ns  to  set  before  onr  readers  in  de- 
tail the  transition  from  the  old  to  the  new  notion  of  a  censas 
which  Hoschke  has  illnstrated  in  a  special  work,*  nor  to  show 
that  the  financial  system,  on  which  the  emperors  long  after 
AngQstos  practiced,  had  its  substantial  birth  at  the  beginning 
of  the  empire.  The  old  census  involved  not  only  a  description 
or  profession  of  property  and  condition,  but  had  moral  bear- 
ings, affected  the  rights  of  citizens,  was  attended  with  a  revi- 
sion of  the  senate,  and  was  generally  closed  by  a  solemn  ex- 
piation. All  of  this  was  wanting  in  the  censuses  of  the  em- 
pire through  the  provinces,  and  therefore  they  were  sometimes 
called,  in  distinction  from  the  Roman  census,  by  the  name  of 
professiones.  In  regard  to  this  new  and  general  census  we 
shall  attempt ^«^  to  show  that  minute  information  was  in  the 
possession  of  Augustus  touching  the  condition  of  the  empire, 
and  then  that  a  settled  plan  was  pursued  which  looked  towards 
tf  complete  estimate  of  population  and  property  in  the  Roman 
world — an  estimate  carried  out,  not  only  in  the  provinces  di- 
rectly governed  by  Roman  officials^  but  most  probably  also  in 
half  subject  kingdoms  such  as  Jndea  then  was,  and  dictated 
evidently  by  a  design  to  draw  upon  the  resources  of  the  empire 
through  a  general  taxation. 

With  regard  to  the  general  fact,  that  the  administration  of 
Augustus  aimed  to  get  accurate  information  touching  the  re- 
sources of  the  empire,  both  in  men  and  money,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  such  notices  were  collected  in  order  to  judge 
how  best  to  maintain  the  financial  and  military  strength  of 
the  new  regime.  Upon  the  death  of  Augustus,  August  19, 
767=14  A.  D.,  says  Suetonius  (Aug.  cap.  101)  **  the  vestal 
virgins  produced  his  testament  made  by  him  in  the  consulship 
of  L.  Plancns  andO.  Siliustwo  days  before  the  nones  of  April, 
written  in  two  codices,  partly  in  his  hand,  partly  in  those  of  bis 
freedmen,  Polybius  and  Hilarion,  and  given  to  them  [the  ves- 
tals] for  safe-keeping,  together  with  three  rolls  equally  sealed. 
In  one  of  the  three  volumes  ho  included  his  commands  con- 
cerning his  funeral ;  in  another  a  brief  list  (indicem)  of  what 

*  Entitled  fiber  die  GentoB  imd  die  Steuerrerfiusung  der  frfiheren  Kaiteneit. 
(BeriiD,  1847>    This  ia  a  work  of  liigh  merit 
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he  had  done,  which  he  wished  to  have  engraved  on  brazen 
tablets  that  were  to  be  placed  before  his  mansolenm ;  in  the 
third  a  ^^  hrema/rium  totiua  imperii^  quantum  militnra  sub 
sign  is  ubique  eeset,  quantum  pecunisB  in  serario  et  fiscis  et  vec- 
tigalium  residuis."  Tacitus  speaks  of  tliis  Ubellua  (Annal  i.,  § 
11)  in  which  *'  opes  publicse  continebantur,  quantum  civium 
sociorumque  in  armis,  quot  classes,  rogntiy  provincisB,  tributa, 
aut  vectigalia,  et  necessitates  ac  largitiones,"  etc.,  all  written 
by  Augustus  with  his  own  hand.  Dio  Cass,  mentioned  the 
same  note  book  (Ivi.,  38)  in  a  passage,  lost  in  our  present  text, 
but  given  for  substance  by  Zonaras  and  Xiphilinus, — accord- 
ing to  whom  there  were  four  books,  instead  of  three,  that 
Drusus  read  to  the  senate.  The  third  contained  matters  re- 
lating to  the  troops,  revenues,  and  expenses  of  the  state,  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  treasuries,  and  whatever  else  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  had  a  baring  on  the  government.  The  fourth  con- 
tained advice  to  Tiberius  and  to  the  public — to  which  Tacitus 
also  refers  without  mentioning  a  fourth  book,  in  the  words 
"  addideratque  consilium  coSrcendi  intra  terminos  imperii,"  etc. 
All  this  shows  not  a  vagvs  estimate  of  the  resowrces  of  the  em- 
jpire^  lut  one  founded  on  actual  exa/mma/tion  through  the  pro- 
vinoee.  But  further  than  this  we  cannot  press  these  statements ; 
still  less  can  they  be  made  to  prove  that  a  census  or  censuses 
were  held  throughout  the  Roman  world.  They  are  quite  con- 
sistent with  a  general  census  and  that  is  all. 

But  we  may  go  farther  and  affirm  that  the  general  plan, 
initiated  by  Julius  Csssar,  which  aimed  at  ascertaining  the 
area,  and  probably  the  population  and  the  taxable  property  of 
the  provinces,  was  kept  in  view  by  his  successor.  It  is  strange 
that  our  principal  authority  for  a  system  of  measurements  ex- 
tending all  over  the  Boman  world  is  a  very  late  and  in  the 
present  texts  very  corrupt  writer,  iEthicus  or  Julius  Honora- 
tus,  author  of  a  Cosmographia,  which,  as  is  now  made  out  by 
Bitschl,  Petersen,  and  others,  is  founded  on  the  commentaries 
of  M.  Agrippa,  the  minister  of  Augustus.  The  author  says 
that  Julius  CsBsar  ^^  ex  senatus  consulto  censuit  omnem  orbeni 
jam  llomani  nominisadmetiri  per  prudentissimos  viros  et  omni 
philosophise  munere  decorates."  The  work  began,  he  says,  in 
the  consulship  of  Julius  Osesar  and  Mark  Antony  [i.  e.  710= 
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44  B.  C]  the  year  of  Offiear's  assassination  ;  the  measurements 
were  entrnsted  to  several  men  with  Greek  names,  the  empire 
being  divided  into  four  parts  for  this  purpose ;  and  the  several 
surveys  were  finished — ^that  of  the  east  by  Zenodozus  in  the 
fourth  consulship  of  Augustus  [724=80],  taking  13  years  7 
months  and  9  days ;  that  of  the  north  by  Theodotus  or  The- 
odorus,  in  the  tenth  consulship  of  Augustus  [780=24],  in  19 
years  8  months  and  10  days ;  that  of  the  south  by  Polyclitus 
in  the  consulship  of  Satuminus  and  Oinna  [785=19],  in  24 
years  1  month  and  8  days ;  and,  as  another  Ms.  adds,  that  of 
the  West  by  Didymus,  in  the  seventh  consulship  of  Augustus 
with  Agrippa  [727=27],  in  16  years  8  months  and  17  days.* 
Of  all  this  not  a  word  is  said  by  the  extant  historians,  but 
tlie  elder  Pliny  is  a  voucher  for  its  substantial  truth.  In  many 
places  of  his  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  books  he  refers,  for  the 
length,  breadth,  or  circuit  of  territories,  to  the  commentariee 
"""^  , 

*Tlie  ooeonography  of  JSthicoB  was  publithed  In  on«  of  its  ahapM  by  A.  Grono- 
▼ios  In  his  ed.  of  Pomponlos  Mela,  Leyden,  1722,  and  in  a  form  given  in  a  Ms. 
of  Leipzig  by  H.  Wattke  (Leipz.,  1868). 

In  vol.  1  of  the  new  series  of  the  Rhenish  mnsenm  (for  1842)  Ritsohl  pob- 
lished  an  essay  entitled  '*  reichvenneesung  nnter  Angnstns,  Agrippa's  Weltkarte, 
.fitliioQs'  Goemographie."  He  seeks  to  show  that  .fithicns  is  indebted  iwHreeUp 
for  his  materials  to  the  eommentaries  of  Agrippa,  and  dirteUy  to  the  otMb  pietuM 
mentioned  in  the  text.  The  eommentaries  of  Agrippa  famished  the  materials 
for  this  map,  in  which,  it  wonld  seem,  the  distances  np  and  down  the  wall  were 
contracted  disproportionately  to  those  following  a  horisontal  direction. 

In  vol  8  of  the  same  Journal  (for  1852),  Petersen,  after  describing  theMss. 
and  recensions  of  JBthions  illustrates  and  corrects  his  text  by  others  who  bor- 
rowed from  him  in  the  middle  ag«ss.  He  decides  that  the  two  parts  of  this  work, 
the  expoHiio  and  de»criptio  wereforiginally  followed  by  the  euriontm  urbit  Rcmm 
as  aa  appendix,  and  that  these  with  the  Itinerary  of  Antonine  were  extracts  of 
an  original  composed  in  the  times  of  Aagnstns.  They  are  In  fact  nothing  ebe 
bat  extracts  from  Agrippa's  commentaries,  to  which  Btrabo  gives  the  name 
ehorographia  without  naming  the  author.  Petersen  says  in  conclusion  that  **  a 
work  growing  out  of  the  measurements  of  the  Roman  empire  under  J,  Cesar 
and  Augustus,  planned  by  Agrippa,  edited  by  or  at  the  procurement  of  Augus- 
tus  existed,  which  is  the  original  authority  fbr  the  measurements  in  Pliny  and 
through  him  in  Solinus  and  Isidore.  Extracts  ftom  that  work,  recast  at  a  later 
time,  are  yet  extant  in  the  cosmography  of  the  so-called  iBthious,  of  Julius 
Honorius,  of  Orosius,  and  of  similar  works,  still  preserved  in  a  manuscript  form 
as  well  as  In  the  regionaries  and  noUtbilia  of  the  city  of  Rome,  and  in  the  Itine- 
raries of  the  provinces  and  the  sea.''  This  residt  of  Petersen  is  accepted  by 
Marquardt  in  Bekker-M arq,  iil,  2,  p.  168  and  onwards. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]         Historical  OredibiUty  cf  Luke  U.,  1-6.  709 

of  Agrippa,  from  whioh  it  woald  appear  that  that  great  man 
redaced  the  information  furnished  by  the  surveyors  to  a  form 
in  which  it  could  be  consulted.  The  results  were  also  exhib- 
ited to  the  eye  in  a  map  of  the  empire,  represented,  according 
to  his  design  but  after  his  death,  on  the  wall  of  the  Yipsanian 
portico,  from  which  map,  it  would  seem,  the  table  of  Peutinger 
and  the  itinerary  of  Antonine  derived  their  notices  of  dis- 
tances. 

With  these  measurements  land  surveys  were  connected,  as 
the  great  length  of  time  they  took  indicates,  and  as  the  liber 
oolonianmh  affirms,  when  it  speaks,  in  the  passage  already 
cited,  of  ^'  mensuras  limitum  et  terminorum  ex  libris  Augusti 
et  Neronis  [i.  e.  Tiberiij  Osasarum."  There  was,  indeed,  no 
sufficient  object  for  the  practical  Boman  in  taking  the  lengths 
and  breadths  of  provinces,  unless  the  area  of  the  town  territories 
and  the  taxable ^t^a  were  also  included  in  the  surveys.  But 
we  have  no  direct  evidence  that  the  surveys  for  taxing  pur- 
poses extended  beyond  Italy. 

The  nature  of  the  case  renders  it  probable  that  a  census  was 
also  taken  of  the  number  of  inhabitants.  But  it  is  not  likely, 
if  there  were  such  an  enumeration,  that  it  was  published  by 
Agrippa.  That  jealousy,  which  at  one  time  punished  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  map,  might  from  the  first  have  prevented  the  tables 
of  population  from  being  published.  But  they  lay  without 
doubt,  as  TertuUian  believed  them  to  lie,  in  the  archives  of 
Home.  Pliny  gives  the  number  of  inhabitants  when  speaking 
of  certain  tribes  in  the  northwest  corner  of  Spain,  but  not 
elsewhere. 

Of  a  census  including  taxable  inhabitants  and  property  the 
lexicographer  Suidas  gives  more  precise  information,  which 
Huschke  and  Marquardt,  able  scholars  and  not  theologians, 
received  as  trustworthy,  but  in  which  we  confess  that  we  can- 
not put  entire  confidence.  It  is  under  the  word  dTroypofij. 
^^  The  emperor  Augustus,  when  he  had  sole  power,  chose  20 
men,  excellent  in  life  and  morals,  and  sent  them  out  over  all  the 
territory  of  his  subjects,  by  whom  he  caused  to  be  made  cen- 
suses of  persons  and  properties,  requiring  that  a  certain  suffi- 
cient portion  of  the  latter  should  be  brought  into  the  public 
treasury.    This  was  the  first  census  that  was  made,  whereas 
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those  who  preceded  him  [the  provincial  governors  during  the 
republic]  took  wliat  they  pleased,  so  that  for  the  affluent  their 
wealth  had  been  aground  of  public  accusation.*'  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  college  of  twenty  men  for  the  senatorial  provinces 
agrees  with  Boman  usage.  But  the  expression  ^^this  was 
the  first  census  that  was  made/'  which  follows  the  exact  words 
in  Luke  seems  to  point  to  a  Christian  writer  as  the  source  of 
this  passage.  Such  a  writer  may  have  had  good  authority  for 
what  he  said,  or  he  may  have  by  mistake  so  brought  things 
together  as  to  produce  a  false  impression  of  the  reality. 

That  in  some  at  least  of  the  provinces  censuses  were  made 
under  Augustus  with  a  tax  in  view  is  certain.  Such  was  that 
held  in  Gaul  in  727=27  B.  0.,  of  which  Dio  Cass,  makes 
mention  (liii.,  22),  and  which,  according  to  the  epitome  of 
Livy  (book  139),  gave  occasion  to  an  emeiUe.  In  the  epitome 
of  book  134  an  earlier  census  of  the  same  province  is  spoken 
of.  At  the  time  of  Augustus'  death  Germanicus  was  busied 
in  Ganl  with  another  (767=14  A.  D.),  which  seems  to  have 
been  still  unfinished  two  years  afterwards.  (Tac.  Annal.i.,  31, 
ii.,  6).  This  produced  for  the  government  forty  millions  of 
sesterces.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  censuses  occurred 
simultaneously,  or  that  they  were  taken  at  the  time  when  the 
census  was  held  at  Bome.  Nor,  if  they  were  simultaneous, 
could  they  have  been  closed  together  through  all  parts  of  the 
empire.  And  we  may  perhaps  fairly  interpret  Luke  as  meaning, 
not  that  a  decree  issued  from  Rome  which  flashed  into  execution 
all  over  the  world  at  once,  but  that  a  system  was  carried  out 
by  which  registrations  of  persons  and  property  went  on  all 
over  the  world,  in  one  province  sooner  or  faster,  in  another 
later  or  slower,  but  all  in  obedience  to  a  settled  plan  laid  at 
the  heart  of  the  empire. 

With  regard  to  the  datorfpoipij  in  Syria  and  Judea,  which  can- 
not have  been  a  mere  counting  of  inhabitants,  and  yet  may 
not,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  been  followed  at  once,  in 
Judea  at  least,  by  new  taxation,  the  only  trustworthy  authori- 
ty known  to  us  is  that  of  Tertullian  in  a  well  known  passage 
of  his  treatise  against  Marcioii  (iv.,  §  19).  In  refuting  the  po- 
sition of  the  Marcionites  that  Christ  was  not  really  born,  he 
touches  on  their  interpretation  of  the  text  "  who  is  my  mother 
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and  who  are  my  brethren,"  which  they  explained  as  meaning  ^^  I 
have  no  mother  and  no  brethren."  Among  other  arguments 
against  them  he  produces  this, — that  even  if  Christ  had  no 
mother  and  no  brethren,  it  would  not  prove  their  point,  since 
there  are  many  who  have  no  mothers  living  and  never  had 
any  brethren.  Then  he  adds  ^^  sed  et  census  constat  actos  sab 
Angusto  nunc  (?)  in  Judseam  (?)  per  Sentium  Satnminum, 
apud  quos  genus  ejus  inquirere  potuissent."  If  he  bad  said 
per  Sulpioiwn  Qui/rmium  it  might  fairly  be  contended  that 
he  got  his  information  from  Luke.  But  Tertullian  was  a  lawyer 
of  extensive  knowledge,  and  here  he  cannot  lean  on  the  Scrip- 
tures, nor  does  a  census  held  in  Syria  at  that  time  excite  any 
suspicion  in  bis  mind.  He  must  have  had  a  historical  fact 
before  his  mind,  which  he  reconciled  somehow  with  our  pas- 
sage. This  place  of  Tertullian  is  remarkable,  1st  on  account 
of  this  apparent  discrepance  with  the  Evangelist,  2dly  because 
a  census  then  taken  would  coincide  tolerably  well  with  the 
date  of  the  second  Roman  census  as  given  on  the  monument 
of  Ancyra,  Sdly  because  a  very  remarkable  conjunction  of  Ju- 
piter and  Saturn  at  that  time  might  stand  for  the  star  in  the 
east,  and  4thly  because  about  the  same  time  Augustus  was  dis- 
pleased with  Herod  and  wrote  to  him  that  ndXat  j^pSfjieuo^ 
alfT<p  flX(p,  vup  6xn]x6(p  j^pTJatrcu.  He  was  indeed  conciliated 
ere  long,  yet  he  might  have  adopted  in  some  respects  a 
new  course  of  policy.*  One  or  more  of  these  considerations 
have  led  such  important  writers  as  l^an  Clemente  and  Ideler 
to  put  our  Lord's  birth  in  747=7  B.  0. 

*  UDder  Satnniiiras,  it  may  be  added,  6,000  PhariBees  retouBg  to  take  the 
oath  required  of  the  whole  natioii  ^  ftijv  einfoffaai  K<Uoapt  xai  TdUg-  paetXkK  irp6yfiaoi, 
(Jo&  ADtiq.  zvii^  8,  §  4),  were  fined  akid  the  meet  gniHy  among  them  killed. 

It  may  be  a  senrioe  to  thoee  who  have  not  aocese  to  IdeWe  mannal  of  chron* 
ology,  to  add  that  the  great  Kepler  first  hit  on  the  thought  that  the  star  in  the 
east  was  not  an  iurr^p^  properly  speaking,  hot  an  borpw  at  constellation,  so  to 
speak,  of  the  two  aforesaid  planets.  Kepler's  idea  (in  his  $UUa  no9ii  in  pede 
8€rp0niarU,  Prague,  1006),  united  in  near  conjunction  with  the  two  planets  an- 
other extraordinary  star,  which  had  recently,  in  his  time,  appeared  and  fikled 
away.  His  views  were  taken  up  by  Mfinter,  Bishop  of  Seeland,  in  Denmark, 
and  then  by  Schubert,  of  St  Petersburg.  Ideler  made  calcula^ns  anew,  and 
found  that  in  747^  B.  C,  before  sunrise  May  80,  the  two  planets  were  one 
degree  apart  in  the  SOth  degree  of  Pisces.    A,  second  ooqunction  took  place 
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Nor  ought  Tertnllian's  discnaBion  of  dates  in  another  place, 
(adv.  JndseoB.  cap  8)  where  he  arriyes  at  a  rery  different 
conclaeion,  and  places  the  birth  of  Christ  several  years  low» 
down,  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  words  which  we  have  cited* 
For  in  the  latter  passage  he  makes  calcnlations  founded  on  Ids 
views  of  Luke  iii ,  vv.  1,  23  ;  while  in  the  passage  before  as 
he  follows  a  tradition  or  states  a  historical  fact  seemingly  at 
variance  withe  Luke's  own  words.* 

But  would  the  Roman  authorities  have  extended  the  opera- 
rations  of  the  census  into  Judea  while  yet  under  its  somewhat 
independent  king.  And  may  not  Luke  have  followed  a  tradi- 
tion, which  was  shaped  and  colored  by  what  actually  occurred 
under  the  well  kown  dTroypofii  of  Quirinius  after  the  deposi- 
tion of  Archelaus.  There  was  need  of  a  motive  for  bringing 
Joseph  from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem,  in  order  to  have  the 
prophecy  of  Micah  (v.  2)  fulfilled,  as  it  was  then  understood. 
That  motive  was  found  in  a  census  held  at  some  time  not  far 


October  17,  in  the  16th  degree  of  Pisces,  snd  sgsin,  NoTsmber  IS,  s  third  in  the 
15th  degree  of  the  same  constellmtion.  These  resnlts  of  caleolation  are  remark- 
able enough,  says  Ideler,  and  the  more  since  BAUnter  found,  "  in  Abarbanel's 
oommentary  on  Daoiel,  indicationH  of  the  great  inflneooe  which  the  Jewish  as- 
trologers ascribed  to  a  conjunction  of  the  two  planets,  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  in 
Pisces,  with  reference  to  the  Messiah  to  be  ezpeeted.''    (H,  899-410). 

*  In  three  other  passages  Tertullian  speaks  of  this  census.  1.  In  the  treaUM 
adT.  Mardon.  It.,  §  7.  '*  Bt  tamen  quomodo  in  synagogam  potmt  admits  tam 
repemtinus,  tam  ignotus,  cnjus  nemo  adhuc  certus  de  tribu,  de  popido,  de  domo, 
de  censu  denique  Augusti,  quern  testem  fidelisumum  dominice  nativitatu  Ro- 
mana  arcbiva  custodiuot.**  2.  iv.,  g  86,  of  the  same  treatise.  **Tam  distincta 
ftiit  a  primordio  Jndaea  gens  per  tribuslet  populoe  et  fitmilias  et  domes,  ut  nemo  facile 
ignorari  de  genere  potaisset  vel  de  lecentibiis  Augustianis  eeosibos  adhuc  tunc  for- 
taase  pendentibus.**  Here  hme  refers  to  the  time  when  the  blind  man  said  '*  Jesus, 
thou  son  of  David,"  and  the  census  spoken  of  may  have  been,  as  Rigalt  remarks, 
a  later  one.  8.  AdT.  Judasos  §  9.  "  Ex  stirpe  Jeise  deputatom,  per  Mariam 
scilicet  osnsendmn.  Fuit  enim  de  patria  Bethlehem  et  de  domo  David,  sicot 
ap«d  Romanos  in  ceasu  deeoripta  est  Maria,  ex  qua  nasdtur  OhristusJ'  Tliat  is 
Mary  was  put  in  the  census  books,  but  not  her  son.  These  (Passages  «how  a 
firm  fkith  in  an  existing  record  of  the  census  mentioned  by  Luke,  and  also  that 
a  learned  lawyer  saw  nothing /in  the  account  inconsistent  with  the  uasgesof 
Rome  in  his  own  times.  Bnt  beyond  this  they  cannot  be  pressed.  By  the  time 
of  Chrysostom  this  had  become  a  fixed  tradition.  In  a  sermon  on  Christfs 
bhrth  he  oonceiTed  of  the  codices  then  made  as  deposited  at  Rome,  and  still  open 
for  the  inspection  of  any  one  wishing  to  know  the  time  of  the  census. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]         Hutarical  OredOnlity  q(  Luke  it.,  1-5.  713 

diBtant  The  tradition  or  myth  groping  about,  at  its  forma- 
tioD,  for  some  point  of  snpport,  caught  hold  of  the  census  of 
6  A.  D.,  and  there  was  nothing  more  shocking  in  the  ana- 
chronism than  there  was  when  Attila  and  Theodoric  appear  as 
contemporaries  in  the  Jfibdungenli&dj  or  even  in  some  state- 
ments of  grave  history. 

It  is  not  within  our  province  to  discuss  the  general  possibili- 
ties that  traditions  having  a  small  nucleus  of  reality  can  creep 
into  the  place  of  historical  veriliee.  We  admit  such  possibili- 
ties. But  if  tradition  or  the  mythical  tendency  can  be  sup- 
posed capable  of  disturbing  the  order  of  things,  it  cannot  have 
equal  power  of  violating  usages  or  of  creating  institutions  by 
an  arbitrary  act  of  its  own.  Thus  if  it  be  said  to  be  a  myth 
that  Joseph  went  to  Bethlehem  to  be  registered,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  Mary  that  she  might  discharge  the  same  civil 
duty,  the  hypothesis  in  a  degree  overthrows  itself^  for  how  could 
a  myth  take  such  a  fornix  wiless  it  were  a  weU  established 
usage  for  men  and  women  in  Judea  to  go  from  their  domicile 
to  the  cities  of  their  tribes^  when  a  census  was  held  t 

But  in  reference  to  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  we  have 
just  noticed  we  remark — 

1.  That  Judea  had  long  been  paying  taxes  to  Bome.  Some 
of  the  proofs  for  this  are  the  following,  collected  for  the  most 
part  by  Husohke  in  his  often  cited  work  on  the  census  at 
Christ's  birth  (pp.  99-118).  Pompey,  when  he  took  Jerusalem 
in  691=63  B.  C.,  made  it  tributary  to  the  Romans;  {imortX^ 
Jos.  Antiq.  xiv.,  4,  §  4),  and  immediately  afterward,  the  Jewish 
historian  adds  that,  the  Roman  general  stripped  the  Jews  of  their 
possessions  in  Syria,  and  exacted  from  them  more  than  10,000 
talents  in  a  little  time.  This  last,  however,  can  have  been  an  ex- 
traordinary measure.  So  also  Julius  GsBsar,  when  dictator  the 
second  time,  in  707=47  B  C.,*  ordained  that  "  every  year,"  ex- 
cepting the  sabbatical  ones,  there  should  be  a  tribute  paid  '*  on 
behalf  of  Jerusalem  '' — the  city  of  Joppa  alone  being  exemp- 
ted from  the  obligation, — and  that,t  in  the  second  year,  the 


*  Josephut  (Antlq.  Jud.  xiv.,  10,  §  S),  calls  him  airroKp6Top  rb  Seiyrepov,  haying 
left  out  the  proper  title  dietator  from  his  copy  or  translation  of  the  decree, 
t  i.  e.,  the  next  year  but  one  after  the  Sabbatical. 
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foarth  part  of  what  had  been  sown  should  be  delivered  over 
on  this  account  at  Sidon,  besidee  the  tithes  which  were  due,  as 
of  old,  to  Hyrcanns,  the  high  priest  and  ethnareh,  and  to  his 
children  succeeding  him.  That  is,  as  it  is  explained,  a  tribute 
of  one  quarter  of  the  grain  was  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Boman 
government  in  Sidon  only  one  year  out  of  seven  (!)  or, 
taking  the  average  for  all  the  years,  one  twenty- eighth 
of  the  crops — which  was  no.  great  burden.  And  again, 
Antony  (Appian  de  bell.  civ.  v..  75)  set  up  Herod  as  king  of 
the  Idumseans  and  Samaritans  inl  <p6potz  rtroY/uvotc.  This  oc- 
curred about  the  year  716=38  B.  C.  Still  later,  under  the 
presidency  of  Satuminus  in  Syria,  we  find  a  8toexijTTj^  of  Au- 
gustus mentioned  as  being  in  those  parts,  who  is  also  c&lled  a 
slave  of  his  (Jos.  B.  J.  i.,  29,  §8,  Antiq.  xvii.,  3,  §  2),  who  can 
have  been  no  other  than  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  emperor.  Pos- 
sibly Volumnins,  a  man  of  importance  and  ranking  in  dignity 
near  the  emperor^s  l^ate  himself,  in  the  time  of  the  same  gov- 
ernor, and  Sabinus  under  Varus,  who  had  a  half  independent 
position,  may  have  had  the  revenue  from  Judea  under  their 
control.  Judea  thus  eeems  to  have  paid  tribute  to  the  Romans 
all  along  from  its  subjugation  by  Pompey  onward.* 

But  it  is  objected  that  in  other  cases  the  introduction  of  a 
census  was  concurrent  with  the  redactio  in  formam pravincim. 
There  are,  however,  two  examples  to  the  contrary,  one  drawn 
from  earlier  and  one  from  somewhat .  later  Boman  history. 
The  first  is  that  of  the  twelve  Latin  colonies  which  had  re- 
fused to  furnish  their  quota  of  troops  in  the  war  with  Hanni- 
bal. They  were  required  besides  other  burdens  imposed  on 
them,  to  pay  a  stipendium  of  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent  yearly, 
and  to  have  a  census  taken  according  to  a  formula  made  out 
by  the  censors  at  Bome,  which  was  to  be  the  same  as  the 

*  AppUo,  io  his  Syrian  history  (§  50),  says  that  the  J«W8  were  required,  oa 
aooount  of  their  resistaDoe  to  Rome,  to  pay  a  heavier  ^poc  tuv  (Wfidruv  this 
the  BarronndiDg  nations,  of  whom  the  Syrians  and  Oilicians  had  levied  on  them 
for  each  property  holder  one  per  cent  of  his  assessed  property.  But  this  hnt- 
den  may  have  become  greater  in  Appian*s  time,  in  cooseqaeooe  of  the  wars  nnder 
Vespasian  and  Hadrian,  as  the  context  seems  to  show.  This  passage  then  cannot 
be  safely  used  as  Buschke  has  used  it.  The  reader  wiU  mark  here  the  connexion 
of  Syria  and  Gilicia. 
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formula  for  the  Boman  people,  and  that  the  ceDBus  should  be 
reported  at  Bonne  by  8worn  censors  of  the  colonies  before  they 
went  out  of  office.  (Livy  xxix.,  §  15).  This  was  accordingly 
done,  being  the  first  instance  of  the  kind.  (livy  n.  s.,  §  37). 
The  other  case  was  that  of  the  ClitsB,  a  tribe  in  rough  Cilicia, 
subject  to  Archelaus  the  Oappadocian,  a  son  probably  of  him 
who  died  in  the  year  787=17  B.  0.  They  seceded  into  Mount 
Taurus,  because,  says  Tacitus  (Ann.  vi.,  41),  ^  nostrum  in  mo- 
dum  deferre  censum,  pati  tribnta  adigebatnr.''  And  they 
maintained  themselves  against  the  weak  king's  troops,  until  a 
a  l^ate  of  Yitellius,  president  of  Syria,  subdued  them.* 

There  can  certainly  be  no  reason  why  Syria  should  be  ex- 
empted from  the  census.  If  now  Judea  paid  a  tribute  to  Bome, 
is  it  not  quite  credible  that  the  census,  on  somewhat  different 
principles  perhaps,  and  by  officers  of  the  native  dynasty  im- 
mediately, should  reach  into  that  territory  also  ? 

But  would  Joseph  go  to  Bethlehem  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
in  his  answers  to  the  formula  of  the  census  t  He  would  if  he 
had  property  there,  it  is  said  in  reply,  and  possibly  this  may 
be  one  explanation  of  his  presence.  But  this  is  not  the 
motive  to  which  Luke  attributes  his  journey.  He  went,  as 
being  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David,  and  might  have 
owned  a  plot  of  ground  at  Bethlehem  or  not.  But  we  know 
of  no  proof  that  after  the  return  from  the  captivity  lands  re- 
verted to  particular  tribes  or  families.  It  is,  however,  very 
credible  that  in  Judea  the  principle  of  tribe  and  lineage,  so 
consonant  even  then  to  the  feelings  of  the  country,  should  be 
followed  in  the  operations  of  the  census.  Of  this,  however, 
we  know  little,  and  if  an  objection  is  to  be  drawn  irom 
our  ignorance,  it  must  go  for  what  it  is  worth.  We  know, 
however,  in  regard  to  Boman  usage,  that  Boman  citizens  were 
expected  to  be  present  at  Bome  during  the  census,  until  the 
extent  of  the  empire  calling  them  into  remote  parts,  the  needs 
of  citizen  soldiers  and  merchants  abroad  brought  about  some  re- 
laxation. We  know  also  that  it  was  irregular  for  a  man  be- 
longing to  the  Latin  allies  to  give  in  his  census  at  Bome. 

*  The  reader  will  notice  here  again  that  the  interferenoe  came  from  the  pres* 
ident  of  STria. — ^These  cases,  perhaps,  are  not  altogether  in  point. 
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When  Eoman  citizenship  was  extended  so  as  to  cover  a  large 
part  of  Italy,  the  rule  was  that  a  person  belonging  to  one  of 
the  mnnicipia  or  colonise  or  prsefecturse,  who  would  have  the 
rights  of  Boman  citizens,  most  there  on  oath  render  in  to  the 
proper  magistrate  a  report  of  his  name,  prsenomen,  and  cogno- 
men, his  father  or  patron,  tribe,  age,  and  property,  according 
to  the  formula  of  the  census  laid  down  at  Rome,  and  within 
sixty  days  after  the  census  was  held  in  the  city.**^  Birth,  adop- 
tion, or  manumission  by  a  mtmiceps  or  burgess,  gave  to  a  per- 
son a  burgess'  rights. 

But  what  need  was  there  for  Mary  to  go  to  Bethlehem  with 
Joseph  ?  It  is  idle  to  say  that  she  may  have  been  the  heiress 
of  a  proprietor  there.  This  is  a  mere  possibility.  But  the 
capitation  cax,  the  <p6po^  t&v  acofidzoiv^  which  was  paid  to  the 
Syrian  kings,  while  the  Jews  were  under  their  yoke  (Jos.  An- 
tiq.  xii.,  3,  §  8),  and  which  was  retained  by  the  Bomans,t 
might  render  it  proper  for  her  to  accompany  him  on  the  jour- 
ney. This  tax  under  the  emperors  was  levied  on  males  and 
females  alike.  "  JEtatem  in  oensendo,"  says  Ulpian  cited  by 
Huschke,  ^'  significare  neoesse  est ;  quia  quibusdam  setas  tri- 
bnit  ne  tribute  onerentur.  Veluti  in  Syriis  a  quatuordecim 
annis  mascnii,  a  duodecim  fceminse  usque  ad  sexagesium 
[quiiitum]  annum  tribute  capitis  obligantur.''^ 

It  has  also  been  objected  to  the  credibility  of  this  narrative, 
but  not  until  quite  recent  times,  that  Mary  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  travel.  The  only  reply  we  shall  make  is  that  she 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  left  behind. 

It  is  said  also  by  way  of  objection  that,  if  a  general  census 
had  been  held,  it  would  have  been  noticed  by  the  historians, 
and  that  Josephus  would  have  spoken  of  its  operations  in 
Judea.  But  we  have  seen  that  the  system  of  measurements 
of  the  etnpire  is  noticed  by  no  historian.  To  the  Romans  the 
census  might  have  appeared  as  extending  from  one  province 
to  another,  without  being  understood  in  its  unity.    The  extant 

*  So  the  Lex  Julia  municipalit  of  Julias  CiBsar,  cited  by  Huschke.  It  is  on 
the  brazen  tablets  of  Heraolea  published  by  Mazochi  (Naples,  1754).  See  p.  45$ 
et  seq.     Zelt  (Rom.  Epigraphik)  has  repeated  it  in  his  useful  work  (i.,  26^-277). 

f  Appian  Syr,  60,  the  passage  above  cited. 

}  Dig.  50.  15. 
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historians  take  but  little  interest  in  the  civil  aflfairs  of  the  pro- 
vincea,  bnt  little  in  the  rise  or  changes  of  institutions.  There 
arose  under  the  empire  a  vast  system  of  serfdom,  but  when 
the  cdonatus  began  it  is  uncertain,  although  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  oo2(mt  are  minute  and  prolix.  So  in  tho  department 
of  law,  the  legis  actiones  of  the  earlier  Roman  times,  in  which 
the  exact  words  of  the  law  had  to  be  followed  by  the  plaintiflF 
at  the  hazard  of  losing  his  suit,  were  done  away  with  by  an 
J£butian  and  two  Julian  laws, — a  vast  change  in  the  practice  of 
the  law,  for  the  knowledge  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  Gkiins 
alone,  and  of  which  no  historian  speaks.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  later  system  of  voting  by  fusing  together  the  comitia  cen- 
turiata  and  tributa  is  left  without  a  record  of  its  time,  and  the 
history  of  so  great  a  change  is  lost.  Nay  further,  those  who 
particularly  mention  it, — as  Livy  and  Dionysius, — do  not 
agree  in  their  statements,  although  it  was  a  living  institution 
of  their  times.  As  for  Josephus  his  omissions  are  as  remark- 
able as  his  insertions.  The  whole  nine  or  ten  years  of 
Archelaus  are  despatched  in  a  few  sentences.  Why  does 
he  keep  silence  about  Christ — supposing  the  passage  in  which 
he  Is  mentioned  to  bo  an  interpolation — while  he  speaks 
of  John  the  Baptist  and  James,  the  brother  uf  Jesus  called 
Christ.  The  registration  spoken  of  by  Luke  would  not 
have  interested  him,  unless  it  had  been  attended  with  dis- 
turbances, and  these  might  certainly  have  been  avoided  by  the 
manner  of  conducting  it  (as  by  employing  native  subordinates, 
for  instance),  and  by  not  enhancing  the  taxation. 

We  come  now  to  our  conclusion  that  a  census,  held  in  Judea 
at  the  time  of  our  Lord's  birth,  and  in  which,  either  at  its 
commencement  or  afterwards,  Quirinius  was  concerned  in 
some  capacity,  is  not  historically  improbable. 

This  conclusion,  as  far  as  a  census  is  concerned,  for  we  have 
spoken  of  the  other  point  before,  rests  only  on  probable  evi- 
dence, and  we  cannot  complain  of  those  who  cannot  receive  it 
as  being  blind  to  the  truth  or  hostile  t'>  revelation.  And  yet 
some  of  those  whose  pursuits  bring  them  into  the  closest  con- 
nexion with  ancient  history  and  institutions  couhider  such  a 
general  census  as  an  established  fact.  We  mention  Marquardt 
one  of  the  most  eminent  archsBologists  of  our  day,  and  Peter 
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of  Schnl-Pforta,  a  msot  respectable  historian  of  Bome.  In  his 
third  volume  of  Roman  history  (pp.  46,47)  published  in  1867,  he 
thus  speaks  of  the  matter  before  us,  after  having  described  other 
measures  of  Augustus  tending  to  unite  the  empire  and  to  pro- 
mote communication  between  its  parts.  ^^  Then,  too,  he  car- 
ried out  the  geographical  undertaking  begun  by  Julius  Csasar 
as  early  as  the  year  44,  [B.  C.=:710  A.  C],  embracing  not 
only  the  Roman  empire  but  the  whole  known  world,  which 
was  completed  in  the  year  19  B.  C.  [=735].  This  had  for  its 
fruit  a  chorographic  and  topographic  catalogue,  composed  by 
Agrippa,  of  the  lands,  rivers,  and  places  of  the  earth,  with  a 
statement  of  their  measures  and  distances,  and  also  a  represen- 
tation of  the  entire  earth,  which,  after  Agrippa's  death,  adorn- 
ed the  portico  which  was  erected  to  his  honor  by  his  sister 
(Polla)  and  by  Augustus  himself.  But  finally  in  continuation 
of  this  work  he  caused  enumerations  of  the  inhabitants  to  be 
made  in  the  provinces,  and  the  plots  of  ground  to  be  estimated 
according  to  their  size  and  valvs^  in  which  way  he  was  put  in 
a  condition  to  divide  the  capitation  and  land  taxes  more  equal- 
ly and  equitably,  as  well  as  also  to  get  more  revenue  from 
them."  Here,  indeed,  nothing  is  said  of  a  census  in  Judoa, 
which  was  not  then  a  province,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  if  any 
one  will  go  so  far  as  to  receive  for  truth  all  that  this  historian 
receives,  the  testimony  of  Luke  and  the  tributary  condition  of 
Judea  even  under  its  kings  will  lead  him  to  accept  a  census 
there  also  as  a  fact. 

This  position  appears  to  us  stronger  than  another  taken  by 
some  who  stand  nearer  the  mythical  hypothesis,  which  still 
they  reject  and  dislike.  Let  us  look  at  the  opinions  expressed 
by  two  writers,  one  a  classical  scholar  and  the  other  a  theolo- 
gian. Professor  Hoeck,  of  Gottingen,  the  author  of  an  excel- 
lent but  unfinished  history  of  Rome,  from  the  fall  of  the  repub- 
lic to  Constantino,  already  cited,  has  an  essay  on  this  subject 
at  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  his  first  volume.  (Brunswick, 
1841-1843).  While  he  cannot  accept,  as  he  says,  the  demol- 
ishing criticism  of  Strauss,  he  regards  as  inconclusive  the  in- 
vestigation of  Buschke.  Tet  the  many  doubts,  which  are 
excited  by  a  Roman  census  in  Judea,  while  Herod  was  king,  do 
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not  force  him  to  maintain  that  tlie  dTtofpa^pr]  of  Lnke  had  no 
reality.  There  was  a  census  of  Roman  citizens  through 
the  provinces  in  746  (one  of  the  three  which  Augustus,  as  we 
have  seen,  mentions  on  the  Ancyra  marbles),  probably  also  in 
747,  when  Christ,  as  he  thinks,  was  bom,  a  Jewish  census,  in- 
stituted by  Herod  to  ascertain  the  population  of  his  realm.  With 
this  very  probably  was  connected  the  oath  of  allegiance  which 
Herod,  after  the  execution  of  his  sons  (Alexander  and  Aristo- 
bulus),  required  all  the  Jews  to  take  to  himself  and  to  Augus- 
tus.    Comp.  Jos.  Ant.  xvii.,  2,  §  4,  before  cited.* 

We  turn  to  the  theological  commentator,  Meyer,  one  of  the  best 
of  expositors  and  a  Christian  man,  whose  view  as  given  in  the 
fourth  edition  of  his  Luke  is  in  brief  the  following:  Criticism 
passes  judgment  upon  itself,  when  it  represents  the  entire  ac- 
count of  the  census  as  mythical  or  even  hi  invented  by  Luke. 
Something  census-like  must  have  found  place  in  the  Roman 
empire  by  order  of  the  emperor,  of  the  population  perhaps,  the 
civil  and  military  resources,  the  finances,  etc.,  giving  such  in- 
formation as  was  contained  in  the  Breviarium  totius  im- 
perii of  Augustus.  The  consolidating  tendencies  at  Rome  and 
the  dependence  of  Herod,  a  vassal-king,  apart  from  the  earlier 
analogous  measures  of  surveying  the  empire,  divest  this  of  all 
historic  improbability.     Quirinius  was  not  president  of  Syria 


*The  position  of  Mommsen  in  his  edition  of  the  Res  gestee  d.  Au^st,  p.  124, 
somewhat  resembles  that  of  Hoock,but  he  does  not  seem  to  haye  carefallj  exam- 
ined the  subject  or  to  haye  considered  the  general  accuracy  of  Lnke.  (Comp. 
Zumpt's  criticism,  Evangel.  Kiroheng.,  for  October,  1865).  Luke,  heHhink»,  had 
in  mind  the  second  legation  of  Quirinius  in  769^6  A.  D.,  and  extended  it  to  the 
whole  world,  instead  of  confining  it,  as  he  should  haye  done,  to  Palestine,  thus 
making  a  mistake  of  a  number  of  years,  and  referring  it  to  a  time  before  Herod's 
death,  when  Jadea  could  by  no  means  have  been  subject  to  a  census  by  the 
Romans.  Tet,  by  the  chronology  given  in  chnp.  ih,  1,  28,  Luke  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent confirms  the  prior  legation  of  Quirinius,  '*et  prsBterquam  quod  Herodem 
male  asoivit,  eo  solo  nomine  erravit,  quod  ceosum,  ex  Quirinii  administratione 
posteriore  transtulit  in  priorem.**  That  is  a  confusion  of  the  two  legations — it 
being  admitted  that  there  were  two— lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  error.  But  how 
could  a  connexion  be  established  between  this  event  and  the  birth  of  Jesus  at 
Bethlehem,  unless  it  were  intentionally  created.  And  so  the  ante-dating  of  the 
census  itself  must  have  been  intentional. 

VuL.  xxvm.  46 
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but  an  cxtraordinai  J  commissioner  to  saperintend  these  opera- 
tions. This  is  the  less  improbable  because  he  was  then  in  the 
East  in  the  service  of  the  state,  and  because  Angnstns  wonld 
naturally  in  such  a  business  trust  a  special  commissioner 
rather  than  a  rem  aodus  or  a  proconsul  (a  legate,  he  should 
have  said).  This  business  in  which  Quirinius  was  engaged 
explains  why  tradition  turned  him  into  a  president  of  Syria, 
and  turned  the  registration  (Katastrirung)  into  a  census,  be- 
cause he  afterwards  was  concerned  in  a  census  properly  so 
called.  Thus  Luke  gives  us  an  account  of  what  really 
happened  in  the  erroneous  form  which  it  received  from  tra- 
dition. 

The  main  objection  to  these  hypotheses  is  that  they  give  no 
adequate  explanation  of  the  journey  of  Joseph  to  Bethlehem, 
where  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter  lies.  Some  new  flaw  in 
the  tradition  may  be  detected  there,  and  thus  either  Joseph 
never  lived  at  Nazareth  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  or  was 
never  at  Bethlehem  at  all. 

We  close  our  essay  with  the  remark  that  Luke  himself 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  an  independent  and  careful  witness, 
whose  declarations  are  not  lightly  to  be  overthrown.  And  the 
course  of  criticism  has  on  the  whole  vindicated  his  claims  to 
this  character.  Nothing,  if  we  accept  the  forgoing  explana- 
tion of  this  text,  remains  unsolved  or,  at  least,  not  capable  of 
a  probable  solution,  except  the  statement  about  Theudas, 
which,  if  incorrect,  is  monstrously  so,  involving  an  anachron- 
ism of  more  than  a  generation,  and  therefore  less  likely  to  prove 
in  the  end  a  historical  error.  On  the  other  hand  the  diflSculty 
found  in  a  Lysanias,  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  when  John  the  Bap- 
tist began  his  ministry,  has  been  dispersed ;  the  doubtful  city 
of  Lasea,  which  some  would  cast  out  of  the  text,  has  disclosed 
its  site  to  the  explorers  of  Crete;  Sergius  Paulus  is  a  pro-con- 
sul in  oflScial  style,  although  never  having  attained  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  consul ;  the  Adriatic  sea  had  already  extended  its 
name  beyond  the  lapygian  promontory,  as  we  learn  from  Jo- 
sephns  and  others ;  and  so  we  might  go  on  to  give  examples 
of  Luke'sVery  nice  knowledge,  as  where  he  calls  the  magis- 
trates of  Thessalonica /><?Z^^r(?AJ,  a  rare  name  which  an  inscrip- 
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tion  verifies.  Contrast  Luke's  accuracy  with  that  of  some  of  his 
commentators.  He  carries  Paul  to  a  river  outside  of  Philippi, 
where  the  Jews  had  a  place  of  prayer.  This  river  was  the 
Strymon,  say  DeWette,  and  Meyer,  and  more  than  one  of  the 
most  respectable  of  the  Germkn  ecclesiastical  historians.  But 
it  was  not  the  Strymon,  and  that  stream  was  twenty  mil  js  dis- 
tant from  Philippi.  Now  if  a  laborious  German  commenta- 
tor, if  a  prince  among  commentators,  as  we  may  call  Meyer,  has 
made  such  a  blunder,  with  all  the  maps  and  travels  of  mod- 
ern times  within  his  reach,  not  discovering  his  mistake  in  his 
second  edition,  even  after  Hackett  and  Howson  had  furnished 
the  correction,  we  may  pardon  the  mistake,  for  we  make 
worse  ones;  but  we  ought  certainly  to  rate  the  more  highly 
an  ancient  writer  who  shows  unusual  carefulness  and  minute- 
ness of  investigation.  Such  a  writer's  authority  ought  to  go 
some  length  towards  freeing  him  from  the  imputation  of  a 
gross  mistake  about  Theudas  or  of  those  found  by  some  mod- 
ern critics  in  our  text,  if  there  are  possible  solutions  which  can 
save  his  credit. 


Since  writing  this  Article  we  have  received  a  work  of  Pro- 
fessor Wieseler,  of  Qreifswald,  entitled  ''  Beitrage  zur  richti- 
gen  Wiirdigung  der  Evangelien,  etc.,"  intended  as  an  appen- 
dix to  his  well-known  *'  Chronologische  Synopse,"  and  pub- 
lished at  Gotha  a  few  months  since.  This  is  a  careful  and 
very  learned  work.  We  notice  some  of  its  leading  views. 
(1)  As  in  his  earlier  Synopsis  he  adheres  to  the  interpretation  of 
Luke  ii.,  2,  which  Huschke  and  others  adopt :  'Hhis  apographe 
took  place  before  (or  first  and  before)  the  governorship  of  Qui- 
rinius,"  etc.  This  explanation  he  defends  by  new  passages, 
and  declares  himself  authorized  to  say  that  such  eminent 
Greek  scholars  as  G.  Curtius  and  Schomann  approve  of  the 
construction  which  he  advocates.  They  see  no  difficulty  in 
regarding  Kupijplot)  ^^yeji.  as  a  dependent  clause.  (2)  He 
understands  this  apographe  to  have  been  concerned 
with  Koman  subjects,  not  with  Boman  citizens.  By 
^Uhe  whole  vxnid^'*  is  intended  the  world  subjugated 
by    Rome,   as    in  some    other    places.      (3)  He    denies    a 
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double  Syrian  legation  of  Qulrinins.  (4)  He  thinks,  a8  we 
do,  that  Luke,  after  once  mentioning  the  general  decree,  con- 
fines his  attention  naturally  to  Palestine  alone,  and  that  the 
edict  need  not  have  been  carried  into  execution  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces at  one  and  the  same  time.  (5)  While  examining  the 
objection  that  the  edict  is  mentioned  by  none  of  the  historians, 
he  mentions,  as  we  have  done,  annmber  of  important  measnres 
of  administration — such  as  the  measurements  of  the  empire 
be^un  by  Osasar — but  inclines  to  attach  a  greater  degree  of 
authority  to  Cassiodorus,  Suidas,  and  other  late  Christian  wri- 
ters than  we  have  conceded  to  them.  (6)  His  remarks  on  the 
credibility  of  a  Roman  census  under  Herod  the  Great,  in 
Judea,  agree  with  what  we  have  said,  bu|  he  seems  to  nsto 
have  entered  with  more  care  and  minuteness  into  this  point 
than  any  other  scholar,  whose  works  are  accessible  to  ns.  (p. 
64,  onward.  See  especially  what  he  says  on  Herod's  limited 
power  to  coin  money).  His  interpretation  of  v.  2  relieves  him 
entirely  from  the  necessity  of  supposing  that  a  Eoman  legate 
in  Syria  managed  the  census  in  Judea.  His  words  (p.  93)  on 
Herod's  relation  to  Bome  we  cite :  ^^  Hence  it  appears  that 
Herod,  who  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  wore  the  title  and 
crown  of  king,  always  continued  subject  to  Bome,  and,  as 
procurator  of  Syria  and  Judea,  was  especially  in  financial 
matters  subordinated  to  Augustus,  so  that  not  Boman  magis- 
trates, but  he  himself  by  virtue  of  his  procuratorship  exe- 
cuted such  ordinances  of  the  emperor  in  Judea."  (7)  His  re- 
marks on  the  silence  of  Josephus  are  valuable  (p.  94,  onward). 
That  writer,  in  his  "Jewish  War"  says  nothing  of  the  well-known 
census  of  Quirinins  in  6  A.  D. ;  censuses  as  in  other  lands  are 
little  noticed  by  historians,  so  that  we  are  indebted  to  inscrip- 
tions for  our  knowledge  of  them ;  it  was  the  mode  of  the  cen- 
sus just  mentioned,  the  way  of  taking  the  oath  before  a  hea- 
then magistrate,  not  the  census  itself  to  which  they  were  used, 
which  excited  commotions,  etc. 

If  we  could  admit  the  explanation  given  by  Wieseler  and 
others  of  v.  2,  it  would  offer  us  a  smoother  way  than  that 
which  we  have  taken,  but  in  spite  of  the  alleged  opinion  of 
G.  Curtius  and  Schomann  we  must  regard  it,   to  say   the 
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least,  as  very  unlikely.  The  question  always  recurs,  how 
could  the  Evangelist  have  chosen  a  phrase,  susceptible,  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  Greek  tongue,  of  an 
easy  and  ready  meaning,  in  order  to  convey  a  wholly  differ- 
ent sense,  when  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  possible  to 
express  the  sense  wished  by  Wieseler  and  others  in  wholly  un- 
ambiguous language.^ 


*  While  this  Artiole  vas  nearly  ihroagh  the  preat,  we  received  A.  W.  Zompt's 
work  on  the  *'  birth  year  of  Chritt,"  which  has  just  reached  this  country.  In 
what  relates  to  the  censas,  he  agrees  mainly  with  the  yiews  here  adyooated. 
As  for  Quirinins  he  adheres  to  his  old  opinion,  of  which  we  have  given  a  snffi* 
dent  aooonnt. 
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Abtiole  IIL— the  method  OF  ACADEMIC  CULTURE.* 

I  oouKT  myself  happy  in  coming  before  you  furnished  with 
a  subject  to  which  your  sympathies  are  abeady  pledged.  The 
occasion  suggests  a  theme.  Surely  we  may  accept  it  as  an 
auspicious  sign  that  the  tie  between  the  graduate  and  his  alma 
mater  has  ceased  to  be  merely  nominal.  These  annual  gather- 
ings are  invigorated  with  new  life,  as  we  come  more  and  more 
to  view  them  as  arenas  for  the  discussion  of  whatever  concerns 
the  supreme  academic  interests.  As  conservators  of  these  in- 
terests we  can  tolerate  no  narrower  interpretation  of  our  func- 
tion. We  are  here  to  take  care  that  the  republic  of  letters  re- 
ceives no  barm.  And  at  a  time  when  the  foremost  miuds 
among  us  are  earnestly  grappling  with  one  problem  it  would 
imperil  the  highest  uses  of  this  hour  to  divert  your  thoughts 
to  any  other.  Confident  that  your  appreciation  of  the  subject 
will  supplement  my  short  comings,  I  shall  ask  you  to  consider 
the  Method  of  Academic  Culture. 

Before  such  a  company  as  this  I  may  assume  the  existence 
of  a  distinctive  academic  discipline.  Well  nigh  seventy  years 
have,  indeed,  elapsed  since  Schelling,  in  the  famous  lectures 
which  he  gave  at  Jena,  said  that  a  youth  in  pursuit  of  liberal 
culture  was  adrift  on  a  boundless  sea  without  star  or  compass, 
and  still,  after  this  long  interval,  we  find  the  historian  of 
Elizabeth,  in  his  inaugural  oration  at  St.  Andrews,  declaring,  in 
almost  the  same  strain,  that  the  great  schools  and  colleges  of 
England  were  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution  which,  like  most 
revolutions,  meant  discontent  with  what  they  had,  with  no 
clear  idea  of  what  they  wanted.  Yet  this  unpromising  result 
need  not  make  us  waver  in  the  faith  that  there  is  an  aim  and 
scope  of  education  more  complete  than  mere  acquisition  of 
knowledge  or  technical  skill ;  and  in  the  rush  and  pressure  of 
this    modem    age,  hemmed    in    with    material    wants    and 

*  Ad  AddreM  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  of  Amherat  College,  July  6, 
1869. 
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triamphs,  begirt  with  paltry  expedients  of  politics  and  trade, 
we  gather  to-night  about  the  old  altars,  to  confess  ourselves 
the  worshipers  of  this  perennial  Truth  and  Beauty. 

It  is  proof  of  wholesome  progress  that,  of  late,  the  controver- 
sy respecting  education  has  changed  its  front.  The  old 
babbling  about  useful  knowledge  is  now  well  nigh  banished  to 
the  baser  sort.  Both  parties  have  seen  at  length  that  the  in- 
effectual debate  between  the  advocates  of  classical  and  of 
scientific  training  was  wide  of  the  real  mark.  A  mere  classical 
pedant  like  Dr.  Moberly  may  avow  without  a  blush  that  he 
does  not  know  in  what  the  disciplinary  value  of  the  sciences 
consists,  or  a  mere  intellectual  gladiator,  like  Mr.  Eobert  Lowe? 
may  find  a  pleasure  in  measuring  his  strength  with  the  mother 
from  whose  breasts  he  drew  it,  but  more  liberal  minds  are 
coming  to  loathe  this  false  antagonism.  The  great  high  priest 
of  the  utilitarian  philosophy  has  shamed  Oxford's  ungrateful 
son  with  his  appreciative  estimate  of  classical  study,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  most  intelligent  advocates  of  scientific  train- 
/  ing  rest  the  distinctive  claims  of  the  sciences  to  form  a  part 
of  education  on  their  disciplinary  power.  They  hold  to  intel- 
lectual culture  as  the  chief  end,  thus  conce<ling  the  position  on 
which  the  defenders  of  the  classical  discipline  have  stood  from 
the  beginning.  Mr.  Atkinson,  in  his  spirited  assault  on  the 
great  schools  of  England,  frankly  confesses  this.  But  while 
both  sides  have  taken  the  only  sound  and  tenable  position,  that 
the  comparative  value  of  all  studies  must  be  measured  by  this 
common  standard,  the  important  fact  is  not  overlooked  that 
the  strain  and  tendency  of  the  two  methods  remain  essentially 
distinct.  Says  the  recently  elected  President  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, who  has  earned  the  praise  of  stating  more  fairly  than 
any  other  what  the  new  education  may  be  expected  to  accom- 
plish :  "  Between  this  course  and  the  ordinary  semi-classical 
course,  there  is  no  question  of  information  by  the  one  and  for- 
mation by  the  other;  of  cramming  utilitarian  facts  by  one  sys- 
tem, and  developing  mental  powers  by  the  other.  Both  courses 
form,  train,  and  educate  the  mind,  and  one  no  more  than  the 
other,  only  the  disciplines  are  different.  The  fact  is  that  the 
whole  tone  and  spirit  of  a  good  college  ought  to  be  different 
in  kind  from  that  of  a  good  polytechnic  or  scientific  school." 
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Such  an  admissioD,  from  each  a  source,  has  a  significance 
that  cannot  be  overlooked.  Had  this  essential  distinction  be- 
tween the  college  and  the  scientific  school  been  always  borne 
in  mind  we  might  have  been  saved  much  wild  experimenting. 
I  make  it  the  starting  point  of  this  discussion.  This  distinc- 
tion will  not,  however,  avail  us  much  if  we  fail  to  reach  aa 
adequate  conception  of  what  culture  means.  For  if  bv  cul- 
ture we  understand  no  more  than  the  word  is  often  taken  to 
imply,  the  formal  training  of  the  intellectual  powers,  the  ques- 
tion between  the  classics  and  the  sciences  is  not  worth  the  ink 
that  has  been  wasted  on  it.  If  we  value  the  dtudy  of  an- 
cient languages,  or  the  study  of  modem  sciences,  simply  as 
mental  whetstones  on  which  to  sharpen  youthful  wits,  there 
is  no  need  to  set  one  against  the  other.  The  utility  of  both 
has  been  amply  vindicated.  Surely  no  one  would  deem  the 
time  was  wasted  that  the  younger  Pitt  spent  in  translating  the 
rhapsody  of  Lycophron,  or  that  Peel  was  idle  when  as  a  boy  he 
used  to  sit  on  the  stone  steps  of  Harrow  school  house,  and  while 
the  bell  was  ringing,  write  Greek  verses  for  his  playmates. 
And  in  his  memorable  speech  in  introducing  the  Irish  Church 
Bill,  certainly  the  most  marvelous  intellectual  display  that  the 
British  parliament  has  seen  during  the  present  generation, 
Mr.  Gladstone  has  abundantly  demonstrated  the  value  of  that 
early  discipline  which  Eton  and  Oxford  gave  him.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  pure  disciplinary  uses  of  scientific  study  can 
hardly  be  overestimated.  The  mere  intellectual  powers  are 
nowhere  more  highly  taxed.  Whatever  opinion  we  may 
form  of  such  methods  of  dealing  with  the  natural  sciences,  as 
Mr.  Wilson  tells  us  he  has  been  practising  for  the  past  eight 
years  at  Rugby,  the  truth  of  Mill's  maxim  is  indisputable  that 
in  the  higher  physical  investigations  '^  reasoning  and  observa- 
tion have  been  carried  to  their  greatest  known  perfection." 
It  is  absurd  to  say  that  such  studies  do  not  furnish  an  intellec- 
tual discipline  of  the  highest  order.  If,  therefore,  the  mere 
formal  training  of  the  mental  parts  be  made  the  chief  aim,  there 
is  no  question  between  the  classics  and  the  sciences  that  need 
cause  a  long  dispute. 

But  can  the  meaning  of  culture  be  thus  restricted  ?    In  other 
words  does  the  value  of  a  study  reside  chiefly  in  the  intellec- 
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tnal  Btrain  required  to  master  it,  or  is  there  beyond  all  tliis 
some  vital  and  fruitfal  relation  between  its  subject  matter 
and  the  acquiring  mind  ?  Is  there  not  a  power  to  inspire  as 
well  as  a  power  to  train  ?  If  effort  only  be  the  aim,  there 
might  seem  some  show  of  reason  in  the  rule  of  an  English 
teacher  that  a  study  is  good  just  in  the  proportion  that  it  is 
dry  and  disagreeable.  To  stop  with  this  is  a  hopeless  confusion 
of  means  and  ends.  Mere  mental  training,  however  nice  or 
rigorous,  must  remain  but  the  threshold  of  genuine  culture. 
No  matter  whether  it  be  the  discipline  of  the  observing  or  of 
the  reflecting  powers,  no  matter  whether  acquired  by  dealing 
with  words  or  things,  with  the  critical  comparisons  of  language, 
or  the  analytical  processes  of  science,  if  we  do  not  go  beyond 
this,  we  content  ourselves  with  a  theory  of  education  which 
Montaigne  might  correct.  ''  The  advantages  of  our  study," 
he  says,  "  are  to  become  better  and  wiser." 

Not  that  we  would  in  the  least  underrate  fine  intellectual 
discipline,  but  it  is  always  the  means,  not  the  end.  Even  when 
this  intellectual  discipline  is  put  to  its  final  use  in  the  mastery 
of  new  truth,  it  is  yet  far  short  of  culture  in  the  highest  sense. 
For  mere  intellectual  activity  may  be  vain  and  profitless,  and 
earn  at  last  the  bitter  verdict,  "  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of 
spirit."  The  most  varied  training  of  the  reasoning  powers, 
the  most  far-reaching  and  all  embracing  application 
of  them  may  still  fail  to  touch  the  great  circumference 
of  spiritual  completeness.  Culture  is  the  aspiration  for  all 
things  that  may  be  desired.  Its  aim  is  the  perfect  man. 
It  is  realized  not  in  any  one-sided  development  of  human 
nature,  nor  in  the  exclusive  recognition  of  one  kind  of  truth, 
but  in  the  happy,  harmonious  play  of  all  spiritual  energies,  in 
the  pursuit  of  whatever  things  are  true,  honest,  just,  pure, 
lovely,  and  of  good  report.  Thus  it  has  its  origin  not  in  scien- 
tific curiosity,  still  less  in  petty  social  pride ;  its  true  source  is 
man's  insatiable  longing  to  be  made  complete  in  the  image  of 
the  infinite  perfection.  "  The  foundation  of  culture,"  says 
Emerson,  ^^  is  the  moral  sentiment." 

This  complete  inclusion  of  man's  nature  within  the  scope  of 
culture  at  once  renders  culture  vital  and  dynamic.  It  is  not 
the  mere  perception  by  the  mind  of  the  true  order,  but  the  con- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


728  Ths  Meth/>d  of  Academic  Culture.  [Oct, 

forming  of  the  whole  nature  to  it.  The  cultivated  man  ig  not 
the  man  who  has  mastered  truth,  but  the  man  who  has  been 
mastered  by  it;  the  man  in  whose  soul  the  love  of  truth  is  the 
sovereign  principle;  whose  inner  citadel  of  reason  and  desire 
is  garrisoned  with  all  noble  and  just  and  rational  convictions  ; 
whose  feet  are  swift  to  run  in  the  pathway  of  gracious  and 
magnanimous  acts.  Mr.  Bright  has  sneered  at  culture  as  a 
smattering  of  a  little  Latin  and  less  Greek.  It  is  not  this ;  nor 
18  it  all  the  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek  possessed  by  Per- 
son or  Bentley,  or  all  the  knowledge  of  the  physical  sciences 
possessed  by  Oersted  or  Faraday.  It  is  measured  not  by  any 
variety  or  extent  of  acquisition  ;  it  is  in  the  man.  All  intel- 
lectual acquisition  is  tributary  to  it,  all  the  faculties  do  its 
behests,  yet  these  all  are  but 

"  The  shapes  the  masking  spirit  wears/' 

Culture  sucks  the  sweetness  from  all  laws,  from  all  civiliza- 
tion. Apprehended  in  its  true  meaning,  all  things  that  men 
have  sought  after  are  its  ministering  servants.  Not  mind 
alone,  but  will,  emotion,  sensibility  are  the  material  with  which 
it  works.  It  combines  them  all  in  prolific  alliance.  It  bears 
its  fruit  in  the  indestructible  harvest  of  sweet  and  beautiful 
souls.  In  this  sense  culture  is  its  own  end.  It  is  self-suffi- 
cing and  final.  To  possess  it  is  to  realize  the  chief  good  of 
life.  Nor  is  it  merely  the  aspiration  for  individual  perfection. 
Resting  on  the  benign  principle  that  we  are  members  one  of 
another,  and  that  the  perfection  of  human  nature,  as  it  is  the 
aspiration  for  one  eternal  truth  and  beauty,  can  only  be  realized 
in  the  unity  of  one  body,  culture  is  not  selfish  but  social,  not 
exclusive  but  comprehensive,  not  individual  but  catholic.  A 
divine  judgment  on  every  forced  and  mechanical  method  of 
reform,  it  is  the  main-spring  of  all  eflFectual  philanthropy 
"  The  men  of  culture,"  says  Matthew  Arnold,  "  are  the  true 
apostles  of  equality." 

With  this  definition  of  culture,  there  is  no  need  of  showing 
that  in  any  method  not  the  form  alone,  but  the  subject  matter 
must  be  of  prime  importance.  The  question  as  to  the  compa- 
rative value  of  certain  courses  becomes  not  merely  a  question 
as  to  their  disciplinary  power;  we  must  also  ask  by  which  study 
is  the  mind  brought  into  most  fruitful  contact  with  noble,  in- 
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spiring,  stimulating  truth.  If  it  be  the  final  object  of  a  com- 
plete and  generous  education  to  achieve  sj  far  as  we  may  this 
ideal  of  compact  and  proportioned  character,  plainly  those 
studies  must  have  the  preference  which  touch  the  mind  in  its 
most  vital  parts,  and  waken  it  to  most  harmonious  action.  And 
these  must  be  truths  which  appeal  to  the  spiritual  sense ;  truths 
not  of  form  and  relation,  but  of  essence;  not  of  inanimate, 
unconscious  nature,  but  of  life  and  feeling;  truths  not  of  expe- 
dient application  to  mere  present  needs,  reaching  no  interests 
beyond  the  range  of  thinojs  seen  and  temporal ;  but  truths  of 
the  supersensuous,  eternal  world,  "truths  which  wake'to  per- 
ish never." 

"  Greatness  of  style  in  painting,"  says  Buskin,  ''  is  always 
in  exact  propoMion  to  nobleness  of  subject."  The  rule  holds 
just  as  well  in  education,  for  culture  in  its  highest  stage  is  sim- 
ply genial  assimilation.  It  is  only  when  commercing  with  the 
highest  truth  that  the  soul  is  touched  to  its  finest  issues.  Never 
can  culture  wrest  itself  from  this  alliance  with  the  supreme  in- 
terests of  humanity.  It  ceases  to  be  the  expression  of  com- 
pleteness and  harmony  soon  as  it  shuts  its  eyes  to  this  hori- 
zon. The  ultramontane  De  Maistre  did  not  exaggerate 
this  principle  when  he  claimed  that  educational  not  less  than 
social  institutions  must  rest  on  the  principles  of  all  existence ; 
and  Niebuhr  laid  down  a  principle  more  profound  and  far- 
reaching  than  himself,  perhaps,  perceived,  when  writing  to  Mad- 
ame Hensler  about  the  education  of  his  boy,  he  said,  with  a  sad 
sincerity,  "I  shall  nurture  in  him  from  infancy,  a  firm  faith 
in  all  that  I  have  lost."  As  the  law  of  culture  is  centrality, 
so  it  can  never  be  gained  when  the  true  centre  is  lost  sight  of. 

Does  it  seem  the  mere  summing  up  of  our  discussion  to  say 
with  Stuart  Mill,  that  Education  has  for  its  object,  "  besides 
calling  forth  the  greatest  possible  quantity  of  intellectual 
power,  to  inspire  the  intensest  love  of  truth."  But  the  question 
still  remains,  in  relation  to  what  truth  is  this  most  intense 
love  exerted  ?  In  the  perception  of  what  relations  and  afiin- 
ities  are  these  inmost  springs  of  being  touched,  and  the 
soul  thrilled,  absorbed,  enraptured,  with  its  vision  t  In  con- 
tact with  what  superior  forces  are  these  tides  of  feeling  at 
their  flood  ?    There  may  be  joy  in  the  perception  of  mere 
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mathematical  relations,  as  Newton,  when  he  drew  near  the 
demonstration  of  his  great  law,  was  overpowered  by  his  emotion ; 
the  mind  may  be  exalted  by  tracing  the  broad  operation  of 
physical  principles,  as  Kepler  cried  with  raptnre,  *'  I  read  thy 
thoughts  after  thee,  O  God  :"  yet  who  will  question  that  the 
intensest  feeling  can  be  aroused  only  with  reference  to  those 
questions  of  the  soul  that  are  linked  to  the  eternal  poles  of 
the  spiritual  firmament. 

Tt  is  this  that  draws  the  ineradicable  line  between  literature 
and  science  as  sources  of  a  complete  and  noble  culture.  Be- 
membdr  it  is  no  question  here  as  to  their  disciplinary  power, 
but  as  to  their  capacity  to  furnish  jthis  living  bread  which  must 
form  the  diet  of  all  generous  souls.  It  is  not  the  form  but  the 
substance  that  now  concerns  us.  Judged  by  this  rule  the 
sciences  must  be  assigned  a  lower  relative  position,  as  failing 
to  lead  the  mind  to  the  most  invigorating  springs  of  spiritual 
culture ;  and  a  method  of  discipline  in  which  the  sciences  are 
made  predominant  can  never  be  relied  on  to  achieve  the  high- 
est end.  I  am  far  from  wishing  to  deny  the  sciences  all  moral 
and  aesthetic  influence,  but  where  this  influence  can  be  most 
clearly  traced,  it  will  be  always  found  that  the  spirit  of  rigid 
scientific  method  has  been  qualified  by  convictions  drawn  from 
an  independent  source.  That  sense  in  nature  of  '^  something 
far  more  deeply  interfused/'  which  is  one  of  the  prime  char 
racteristics  of  modern  in  distinction  from  ancient  literature,  is,  in 
fact,  a  protest  of  the  spiritual  nature  against  the  materialistic 
tendency  of  modern  science. 

So  far  as  science  comes  into  contact  with  the  great  prob- 
lems of  humanity,  it  holds  a  two-fold  attitude.  In  the  first 
place  it  ignores  religion  altogether,  restricting  the  study  of 
man's  spiritual  relations  to  those  ties  and  obligations  simply 
that  connect  him  with  his  fellow  man  ; — the  position  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  to  whose  cheerless  attempts  to  co- 
ordnate  the  sciences  might  be  applied  the  words  of  an  old 
writer, "  that  like  Ulysses  wandering  through  the  shades,  he  met 
all  the  ghosts,  but  could  not  see  the  queen."  For  he  not  only  re- 
jects as  failures,  all  attempts  to  cross  the  confines  of  phenome- 
na, he  goes  to  the  limit  of  denying  that  the  human  mind  has 
any  capacity  for  apprehending  a  supreme  cause.    He  does  not 
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even  rise  to  the  level  of  worshiping  an  Unknown  God.  And 
in  professing  this  dismal  creed,  it  is  past  doubt,  that  Mr. 
Spencer  does  not  speak  for  himself  alone.  A  second  position, 
but  one  hardly  in  advance  of  this,  is  when  Mr.  Mill  generously 
concedes  that  Theism,  *^  under  certain  conditions,"  is  still  an 
open  question.  "  The  positive  mode  of  thought,"  says  he, 
"  is  not  necessarily  a  denial  of  the  supernatural ;  it  merely 
throws  back  that  question  to  the  origin  of  things.  The  posi- 
tive philosopher  is  iree  to  give  his  opinion  on  this  subject, 
according  to  the  weight  he  attaches  to  the  analogies,  which 
are  called  marks  of  design,  and  to  the  general  traditions  of  the 
human  race;  the  value  of  these  evidences  is  indeed  a  question 
for  Positive  philosophy,  but  it  is  not  one  in  which  Positive 
philosophers  must  necessarily  be  agreed."  Mr.  Mill  admits, 
therefore,  no  nearer  approach  to  Deity  than  through  the  infer- 
ence from  design,  or  external  evidence.  "  In  his  general  philoso- 
phy," says  Masson,  "  he  provides  no  room  or  function  whatever 
for  belief  as  distinct  from  knowledge."  And  who  that  recalls 
the  tone  of  unconsoled,  comfortless  sorrow  that  sighs  through 
the  dedication  to  the  memory  of  his  deceased  wife  of  his  Essay 
upon  Liberty  can  doubt  that,  to  this  capacious  and  highly 
trained  understanding,  the  truths  which  minister  the  most 
serene  and  beneficent  discipline  to  the  soul  are  indeed  open 
questions. 

That  these  carefully  expressed  opinions  of  the  two  foremost 
English  writers  who  have  discussed  the  logical  connections  of 
the  sciences  must  be  accepted  as  a  fair  exposition  of  the  most 
advanced  speculative  opinion  among  scientific  men  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  will  be  doubted  by  no  reader  of  Huxley  or  Darwin. 
The  unmistakable  tone  of  both  is  indifference  towards  those 
truths  which  science  cannot  readily  coordinate.  This  position 
at  times  is  temperately  implied,  at  times  arrogantly  asserted, 
but  the  result  in  either  case  remains  the  same.  It  is  no  ex- 
aggeration to  affirm  that  the  study  of  the  physical  sciences, 
as  the  scope  and  limits  of  that  study  are  expounded  by  some  of 
its  most  eminent  professors,  exclude^*  the  rrAnd  from  the  high- 
est and  most  pressing  questions  that  concern  man  as  an  im- 
mortal being.  And  a  student  whose  mental  diet  is  drawn 
exclusively  or  mainly  from  these  sources,  must  inevitably  miss 
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the  inoBt  vitalizing  ftources  of  intellectual  culture.  The  spirit 
is  hopelessly  dwarfed  on  which  these  shackles  have  once  been 
fastened. 

"There  are,"  as  the  Duke  of  Argyll  most  truly  says,  **  many 
kinds  of  Priesttiraft."  In  behalf  of  science,  some  men  seem  on 
the  poinl  of  putting  forth  an  "Index  Expurgatorius  "  of  scien- 
tific study.  It  furnishes  an  instructive  lesson  to  find  one  of 
the  loudest  advocates  of  intellectual  freedom  laying  down  the 
rule  that "  whatever  is  inaccessible  to  reason,  should  be  strictly 
interdicted  to  research."  But  who  shall  sit  on  this  high  tri- 
bunal; who  shall  draw  the  line  where  reason  ends?  Alas^ 
there  are  "  slaves  of  thought,"  as  well  as  "  slaves  of  sense,'' 
chambers  of  darkness,  in  which  the  soul  may  wander,  more 
dismal  than  any  dungeon  in  wliich  the  body  can  be  immured. 
Of  all  servitude,  there  is  none  so  grinding  as  servitude  to  a 
system  of  ideas,  when  the  reason,  proud,  self-satisfied, 
boasting  its  emancipation  from  all  vulgar  predjudice,  repelling 
with  scorn  dependence  upon  any  higher  guidance,  is  all  the 
time  hopelessly  chained  by  its  own  processes,  weighed  down 
with  fetters, 

*•  Forged  by  the  imperious,  lonely,  thinking  power." 

Even  when  Physical  Science  does  not  assume  this  despotic 
right  of  legislation  respecting  the  limits  of  intellectual  activity, 
it  may  equally  sap  the  highest  culture  by  tempting  the  soul 
to  lower  ranges  of  inquiry.  Tin's  point  need  not  be  argued; 
we  may  appeal  to  history.  If  the  end  and  use  of  literary  his- 
tory be,  as  Bacon  has  declared, "  not  so  much  for  curiosity,  or 
satisfaction  of  those  that  are  the  lovers  of  learning  ;  but  chief- 
ly for  a  more  serious  and  grave  purpose,  which  is,  that  it  will 
make  learned  men  wise  in  the  use  and  administration  of 
learning,"  we  may  gain  a  lesson  from  the  Italian  Universities. 
In  the  14th  century,  Italy  had  the  intellectual  preeminence, 
which  in  the  12th  had  belonged  to  France.  But  the  instita- 
tions  which  had  been  centres  of  living  thought  became,  afler  the 
Reformation,  mere  scientific  schools.  They  boast  a  contin- 
uous series  of  illustrious  names,  but  with  the  single  exception 
of  Vico,  illustrious  only  in  one  direction.  Says  Matthew 
Arnold :  *'  It  shows  how  insuflicient  are  the  natural  sciences 
alone  to  keep  up  in  a  people  culture  and  life,  that  the  Italians, 
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at  the  end  of  a  period  with  the  natural  sciences  alone  thriving 
in  it,  and  letters  and  philosophy  moribund,  found  them- 
selves, by  their  own  confession,  with  a  poverty  of  general  cul- 
ture, and  in  an  atmostphere  unpropitious  to  knowledge, 
which  they  sorrowfully  contrast  with  the  condition  of  other 
and  happier  nations." 

Is  it  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  method  of  scientific 
culture  is  very  different  now  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Qallileo  and  Torricelli ;  I  answer  the  method  has  been  im- 
proved, but  the  subject  matter,  with  which  alone  the  present 
discussion  is  concerned,  remains  the  same.  The  instruments 
of  investigation  are  more  perfect,  but  the  field  itself  has  not 
been  enlarged.  In  its  widest  scope,  science  aims  simply  at 
finding  a  theory  of  nature ;  its  last  word  is  impersonal,  inex- 
orable Law.  The  more  complete  the  absortion  of  the  intellect 
in  purely  scientific  methods,  the  more  complete  the  severance 
from  all  spiritual  intuitions  To  thesoul  imprisoned  within  these 
processes,  the  ^^flamentia  moenia  mundi^^^  are  walls  of  brass. 
Huxley,  like  Hume,  can  find  no  refuge  from  materialism  but 
in  scepticism.  Science  3deld8  him  no  more  solid  ground  than 
this. 

The  most  ringing  protest  against  this  absorbing  tyranny,  in 
modern  times,  of  the  scientific  spirit,  is  seen  in  the  wondertul 
development  of  modern  music.  Here  the  aesthetic  sensibilities 
escape  the  sway  of  the  understanding.  The  part  of  man's 
nature  that  science  does  not  touch,  and  cannot  arouse,  struggles 
for  expression.  '*  Music,"  says  Taine,  "  is  the  organ  of  the 
overrefined  sensibility,  and  vague,  boundless  aspiration  of 
modem  life."  That  refuge  from  the  limitations  of  corroding 
every-day  existence,  which  coarse  natures  seek  in  coarse  ex- 
citements, is  furnished  the  more  cultivated  mind  in  the  enchant- 
ing melodies  of  Orpheus,  in  the  profound  sadness  that  un- 
derlies the  impetuous  movement  of  Don  Giovanni,  af.d  in  the 
linked  sweetnes?  of  Fidelio.  The  serene  domain  ot  fancy  and 
imagination  which  the  lively  Greek  possessed  in  the  fair 
humanities  of  old  religion,  now  lingers  in  the  modern  world 
of  tones;  where  the  dim  feeling  of  the  soul  for  things  not 
dreamed  of  in  earth-born  philosophies  finds  such  fit  em- 
bodiment.    Indeed,  as  I  stood  the  other  day  with  the  great 
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multitnde  which  the  Jnbilee  had  gathered,  and  canp^ht  the 
dense  waves  of  sound  which  beat  on  the  air  with  almost  the 
solidity  of  Atlantic  billows,  it  seemed  far  less  a  festival  of 
Peace  than  the  fleeing  of  men  and  women  from  that  sway  of 
the  Common,  which,  says  Goethe,  binds  ns  all.  Against  snch 
wants  science  can  furnish  no  antidote.  On  the  contrary, 
science  has  most  in  common  with  these  tendencies  of  a  ma- 
terialistic civilization.  Science  addresses  the  understanding. 
Along  her  straight  and  even  path,  the  mind  runs  with  swift- 
ness and  precision,  but  never  soars.  Her  graded  courso  shuns 
heights  and  depths  alike.  Shut  up  in  her  luxurious  cars,  the 
traveler  speeds  to  his  journey's  end,  unconscious  that  during 
the  night  he  has  had  the  glitter  of  the  Northern  lights  above 
him,  or  the  boiling  surges  of  Niagara  beneath.  Science  dis- 
cusses Force  and  Method,  but  says  nothing  of  God,  Freedom, 
and  Immortality.  She  leads  us  to  the  tree  of  Knowledge; 
not  to  the  tree  of  Life. 

The  distinction  and  supreme  excellence,  considered  as  a 
part  of  academic  method,  of  what  were  aptly  termed,  in 
former  times,  the  "Litterse  Humaniores,"  consists  in  this 
contact  which  they  furnish  with  the  central  and  indestrnct- 
able  interests  of  the  soul.  There  is,  after  all,  no  such  music 
in  the  spheres,  as  the  ''  still,  sad  music  of  humanity."  How 
undying  are  these  wants !  The  oldest  book  that  time  has 
spared  is  fresh  and  new,  when  looked  at  in  this  aspect.  The 
problems  that  troubled  the  patriarchs  are  the  problems  that 
trouble  us.  The  circle  that  began  with  Job  comes  round  again 
with  Faust.  The  moral  and  aesthetic  influence  of  science  is 
limited  and  indirect,  but  in  converse  with  literature,  we  feel  a 
power  that  is  close  and  living ;  we  tread  the  overshadowing 
verge  of  the  great  mysteries  that  have  baffled  sages  and  saints; 
our  hearts  throb  in  unison  with  all  that  man  has  hoped  or 
feared ;  we  wrestle  with  him  in  his  midnight  conflicts  with 
unknown  foes ;  we  pillow  our  heads  beside  him,  and  dream 
his  heavenly  dreams. 

Were  the  study  of  the  classics  no  more  than  a  school-room 
drill  it  might  be  difficult  to  show  that  some  modern  tongues 
could  not  be  used  with  the  same  advantage.  But  surely  the 
tale  of  Troy  divine  has  a  higher  use  than  to  furnish  pain- 
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fal  lists  of  exceptions  to  the  Greek  Grammars.  The  highest 
valae  of  all  literature  is  in  its  substance,  not  its  form.  Bacon 
calls  it  the  first  distemper  of  learning  when  men  stndy  words. 
A  man  may  waste  years  in  the  fruitless  labor  of  wearing  ont 
his  dictionary,  and  yet  die  without  catching  a  sound  of  the  in- 
finite melody  of  the  many-voiced  Sea ;  while  Keats,  who  knew 
no  Greek,  by  the  subtlety  of  a  kindred  poetic  sense,  filched 
some  of  its  fairest  flowers  from  old  Parnassus.  Unless  our 
classical  discipline  goes  beyond  mere  grammatical  analysis,  we 
may  as  well  dismiss  the  classics  from  our  curriculum.  The 
doubtful  advantage  otherwise  derived  from  them  will  hardly 
compensate  for  the  toil  and  trouble.  Aseham  tells  us  that 
Queen  Elizabeth  never  took  Greek  or  Latin  grammar  in  hand 
after  the  first  declining  of  a  noun  and  a  verb. 

Accepting  literature  in  its  widest  sense  as  the  vehicle  for 
expressing  the  whole  varied  and  subtle  experience  of  human- 
ity, including  in  it  whatever  of  genuine  and  noble  utterance, 
whether  in  poetry,  in  philosophy,  in  history,  and  how  ample 
and  manifold  its  material  as  a  means  of  highest  culture  !  How 
high  its  reach,  how  broad  and  comprehensive  its  scope  1  What 
shapes  it  evokes  1  What  pictures  it  holds  up  before  us  I  What 
joy,  what  sorrow,  what  triumph,  what  despair;  what  biting 
accents  of  doubt  and  mockery  ;  what  angel  voices  of  faith 
and  love  1  The  anguish  of  Lear ;  the  troubled  conscience  of 
Macbeth  ;  the  mental  torture  of  Otbello ;  the  introspection  of 
Hamlet ;  do  these  speak  to  us  in  a  foreign  tongue  ?  The  spirit- 
ual struggles  of  Augustine ;  the  haunted  rhymes  of  Dante ; 
the  doubts  of  Pascal ;  the  sentimentalism  of  Bousseau;  what 
have  we  in  all  this  but  ourselves,  sketched  in  larger  outlines, 
and  dyed  in  deeper  tints? 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  speaks  with  a  sneer  of  ''  such  as  care 
not  to  understand  the  architecture  of  the  heavens,  but  are 
deeply  interested  in  some  contemptible  controversy  about  the 
intrigues  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots."  Had  his  philosophy  gone 
a  little  deeper,  he  would  have  guessed  the  reason.  The  moral 
laws  that  appeal  to  the  conscience  are  more  vital  than  the  phy- 
sical laws  tihat  are  comprehended  by  the  intellect.  A  story  of 
human  sorrow  and  grief  touches  the  heart  more  nearly  than 
any  star  shining  in  the  milky  way.    In  the  practical  problems 
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before  us  we  feel  an  interest  thit  we  cannot  feel  in  any  qaes- 
tion  of  astronomy.  Life  and  death  are  more  mysterious,  more 
awful,  than  gravitation  or  chemical  affinity ;  what  we  are,  and 
what  we  shall  be,  we  are  forced  to  ask  ourselves  with  a  solici- 
tude that  no  inqniry  about  the  origin  of  species  or  the  law  of 
metamorphosis  can  ever  cause ;  heirs  of  immortal  hopes,  even 
Mr.  Huxley's  question  whether  all  protoplasm  be  not  protein- 
aceous,  does  not  sum  up  all  we  want  to  know! 

In  thus  defining  the  class  of  studies  which  must  form  the 
basis  of  all  high  and  generous  culture,  I  am  not  unmindful  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  the  studies  which  I  have  grouped  under 
the  broad  designation  of  literary,  in  distinction  from  scientific, 
as  moral  philosophy  and  history,  admit  scientific  method,  and 
are  commonly  classed  among  the  sciences.  Moral  philosophy 
has  always  held  this  rank,  nor  is  there  any  reason  why  it  should 
be  refused  to  history.  For  if  not  the  foundation,  history  is 
undeniably  the  verification  of  the  social  sciences.  Mr.  Gold  win 
Smith,  with  a  singular  confusion  of  ideas,  complains  that  the 
founders  of  the  new  physical  science  of  history  have  to  lay 
the  foundation  in  what  seems  the  quicksand  of  free  will.  "  Let 
those,"  says  he,  *'  who  have  studied  the  science  of  man  and 
history,  predict  a  single  event  by  means  of  these  sciences.*' 
This  objection  springs  from  an  altogether  exaggerated  and 
erroneous  notion  of  what  science  undertakes  to  do.  Predic- 
tion is,  under  no  circumstances,  part  of  its  proper  function. 
Science  simply  discerns  a  certain  order,  and  is  only  competent 
to  say  that  in  case  that  order  be  maintained,  results  that  are 
involved  in  it  may  be  expected.  It  does  not  detract  from  the 
claim  of  medicine  to  be  called  a  science  that  the  most  skillful 
physician  cannot  predict  the  day  and  the  hour  when  some  indi- 
vidual patient  will  be  struck  with  sudden  death ;  it  does  not 
detract  from  the  claim  of  geology  to  be  called  a  science  that 
no  observation  of  Murchison  or  Dana  could  forewarn  men  of  the 
frightful  convulsion  that  devastated  South  America.  This  line 
between  the  physical  and  moral  sciences,  with  reference  to  pre- 
diction, has  been  altogether  too  loosely  drawn.  Says  a  much 
more  discriminating  thinker  than  Mr.  Goldwin  Smith,  I  mean 
the  late  Sir  Cornewall  Lewis :  "  Positive  politics,  like  anatomy 
or  physiology,  does  not,  properly  speaking,  predict  anything, 
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though  it  furnishes  general  truths,  by  which  the  determination 
of  future  facts  may  be  facilitated/'  History,  in  this  respect, 
differs  from  the  physical  sciences  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  its 
phenomena  do  not  repeat  themselves. 

But  while  I  thus  claim  for  history,  equally  with  moral  philo- 
sophy or  psychology,  the  application  of  scientific  method,  and 
trace  all  the  advance  made  in  this  study,  in  recent  times,  to  the 
recognition  of  this  fact,  I  am  just  as  much  persuaded  that  the 
supreme  and  unequaled  value  of  those  studies  as  means  of  cul- 
ture arises  from  precisely  those  features  of  them,  which  are  not 
scientific.  It  is  not  because  moral  philosophy  and  history  may 
be  ranked  as  sciences,  as  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  and  men  of  his 
school  would  argue,  but  because  they  are  much  more  than 
sciences,  and  because  they  introduce  the  mind  to  the  presence 
of  mysteries  too  august  and  unfathomable  to  be  brought  within 
the  confines  of  any  science,  that  their  educational  influence  is 
so  ennobling.  Soon  as  they  are  reduced  to  the  rank  of  mere 
sciences  we  have  but  the  skeleton  remaining.  We  are  like  the 
poet  when  he  had  fetched  his  sea-born  treasures  home,  and 
found 

*'  The  poor,  unsightly,  Doisome  things 
Had  left  their  beauty  on  the  shore, 
With  the  son  and  the  sand  and  the  wild  uproar." 

Take  such  a  system  as  that  of  Bain,  where  moral  philosopl' 
is  merged  in  psychology,  and  where  psychology  in  tarn  is  roov 
ed  in  physiology,  the  inner  sanctuary  of  the  reason  being  re- 
duced to  a  mere  phantasy  of  consciousness.  Whatever  may 
be  the  merits  of  such  a  system  as  a  dry  outline  map  of  the 
human  faculties,  what  satisfaction  can  it  afford  to  a  mind  put- 
ting itself  those  questions  which,  in  its  deeper  moods,  it  can 
never  fail  to  put.  How  does  it  help  us  to  conceive  of  our 
thinking,  feeling  selves  as  only  complex  bundles  of  nerve- 
currents,  all  diversities  of  knowlege  and  belief,  of  character  and 
genius,  resulting  from  their  endless  action  and  reaction.  What 
interest  would  this  study  of  ourselves  retain  were  it  thus  cut 
off  from  the  deeper  ontological  questions  in  which,  like  all  the 
physical  sciences,  it  lies  imbedded? 

"Sure,  He,  that  made  us  with  such  large  discoarse, 
Jjooking  before  and  after,  gave  us  not 
That  capability  and  godlike  reason 
To  fust  in  U8  unused.** 
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Or  take  such  a  view  of  history  as  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Buck- 
le^  when  the  imposing  range  of  illustration  served  for  a  time 
to  veil  the  shallowness  of  thought.  According  to  this  writer, 
history  is  simply  scientific :  "  For  in  the  moral,"  he  says,  "  as 
in  the  physical  world,  nothing  is  anomalous,  nothing  is  unnat- 
ural, nothing  is  strange ;  all  is  order,  symmetry,  and  law."  In 
other  words,  there  is  no  interest  for  us  in  the  checkered  story 
of  human  progress,  more  touching,  more  profound  than  that 
with  which  we  watch  the  growth  of  a  cactus,  or  note  the  path- 
way of  a  comet.  Hence  the  conditions  of  human  progress 
are  intellectual,  not  moral ;  the  chief  concern  of  the  student  is 
with  tables  of  statistics ;  he  can  rise  no  higher  than  the  recog- 
nition of  regular  phenomena ;  all  idea  of  an  over-arching 
destiny,  or  a  directing  Providence,  is  scouted  as  absurd.  His- 
tory is  made  by  this  method  merely  a  register  of  such  facts  as 
may  be  grouped  and  classified  in  some  petty  system,  its  pages 
as  dry  and  lifeless  and  uninspiring  as  those  of  last  year's 
almanac. 

No  one,  of  course,  who  admits  a  progress  in  the  history  of 
humanity,  can  deny  the  presence  of  some  controlling  princi- 
ple by  which  that  progress  has  been  shaped.  But  when  we 
say  that  the  course  of  nature  is  determined  by  invariable  laws 
we  should  remember  that  while  those  laws  are  invariable  in 
their  nature,  -they  are  subject  to  incessant  variation  in  their 
application.  History,  like  nature,  is  governed  by  variable 
combinations  of  invariable  forces.  In  this  sense  law  is  not,  as 
commonly  conceived,  an  adamantine  barrier ;  it  is  not  rigid, 
not  immutable,  not  invariable ;  it  is  plastic,  subtle,  changeful, 
these  endless  transformations  being  determined  by  a  regnant 
principle  that  lies  behind  the  veil  of  phenomenal  existence. 
What  we  dignify  with  the  name  of  laws  are  but  methods  of  a 
supreme  will.  "The  supernatural  order,"  says  Uzanam, 
"  rules,  enlightens,  and  fertilizes  the  order  of  nature,"  and  the 
principle  is  just  as  true  when  applied  to  history.  As  the 
events  of  history  are  in  part  results  of  will,  a  physical  theory 
fails  to  account  even  for  the  physical  facts. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  Aristotle's  maxim  that  poetry  is 
more  weighty  and  philosophical  than  history ;  for  those  of  us 
who  have  never  read  it  in  the  original  must  have  come  across 
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it  in  the  fine  paraphrase  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  And  using  the 
term  history  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  defined  in  the  preface 
of  Polybios,  the  maxim  is  correct ;  for  as  Sidney  puts  it,  "  the 
historian  is  tied,  not  to  what  should  be,  but  to  what  is;  to  the 
particular  truth  of  things ;  not  to  the  general  reason."  Yet 
Revelation  has  given  history  a  meaning  which  not  even  Thu- 
cidid^  conceived.  We  tread  the  shores  of  a  new  world  when 
we  turn  from  the  gloomy  pages  of  Tacitus  to  the  triumphant 
visions  of  Augustine.  Bossuet,  Vico,  Bunsen,  mark  successive 
phases  of  a  change  by  which  history  from  being  a  mere  disci- 
pline for  the  practical  administration  of  affairs,  has  become  a 
study  of  human  destiny,  addressed  less  to  the  lower  than  to  the 
higher  reason  ;  equally  with  poetry  an  intuition  of  the  spirit- 
ual, the  universal,  the  eternal.  ''The  highest  idea  of  history," 
says  Schelling,  "can  never  be  realized  through  the  under- 
standing." 

With  this  view  of  history  as  a  progressive,  ever  unfolding 
verification  and  illustration  of  spiritual  truths,  I  feel  that  its 
influence  in  giving  tone  and  shape  to  all  higher  culture  can 
hardly  be  exaggerated.  The  true  historic  spirit  will  always 
be  a  liberal,  a  catholic,  but  at  tliesarae  time  a  humble,  a  reve- 
rential spirit.  Says  Carlyle :  *'  Science  has  done  much  for  us  ; 
but  it  is  a  poor  science  that  would  hide  from  us  the  great  deep 
sacred  infinitude  of  nescience,  whither  we  can  never  pene- 
trate, upon  which  all  science  swims  as  a  mere  superficial 
film."  We  learn  tolerance  as  we  see  how  strangely  mixed  in 
all  men's  beliefs  have  been  truth  and  error  ;  we  look  with  dis- 
trust on  our  most  cherished  plans  of  reform  as  we  remember 
how  the  hopes  of  the  best  and  wisest  have  been  often  baffled  ; 
and  bearing  in  mind  how  this  great  mystery  of  Time,  that  rolls 
on  without  haste,  without  rest,  is  but  a  moment  embosomed  in 
eternity,  we  murmur  "  who  is  worthy  to  open  the  Book  and  to 
loose  the  seals  thereof?" 

History,  Philosophy,  Poetry,  Art,  these  are  then  the  sources 
of  that  supreme  culture  in  which  the  ideal  of  academic 
method  is  reached.  How  urgent  the  need  of  such  culture  in 
this  age  and  this  land  I  need  not  add.  We  hear  much  about 
an  education  suited  to  the  times.  But  an  education  truly 
suited  to  the  times  is  not  such  an  education  as  the  times  ask 
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for,  an  education  that  flatters  ow  overweening  conceit  of  mate- 
rial progress,  that  drives  us  with  new  force  along  the  path  on 
which  we  are  already  rushing  with  railroad  speed ;  we  want  a 
corrective  for  this  distemper  ;  a  power  that  shall  struggle  with 
these  debilitating  influences,  and  strengthen  our  civilization 
at  precisely  those  points  where  it  is  most  weak.  Culture 
should  lead,  not  follow.  That  indefinite  tribunal  which  goes 
under  the  convenient  designation  of  "  public  sentiment "  has  no 
right  to  meddle  with  these  high  matters.  ^'  The  end  of  educa- 
tion," says  Richter,  '^  is  to  elevate  ahove  the  spirit  of  the 
age." 

In  our  politics,  which  are  allowed  to  usurp  such  a  dispro- 
portioned  share  of  our  time  and  thought,  how  much  we  need 
this  corrective  of  high  culture  to  instruct  us  in  the  worthless- 
uess  of  most  of  the  results  at  which  politicians  aim,  to  lessen 
our  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  power  of  legislation  ;  to  cure 
us  of  the  folly  of  confounding  the  right  to  vote  with  the  grand 
end  of  life  ;  in  our  religion  how  much  we  need  it  to  enlarge  our 
scope  of  doctrine ;  to  save  us  from  our  distressing  faith  in  me- 
chanical appliances ;  to  lift  us  above  our  little  sects  and  systems; 
to  make  us  realize  that  the  Son  of  Man  came  that  we  might 
have  life,  and  that  we  might  have  it  more  abundantly  ;  in  all 
our  doing  and  seeking,  in  our  business  and  pleasure,  how  n)uch 
we  need  this  wise,  sweet,  balanced  temper  which  takes  things 
at  their  true  value,  which  refuses  to  confound  means  with 
ends ;  which  recognizes  all  good ;  which  strives  after  all  per- 
fection 1  In  our  strenuous,  uncompromising  moods  how  gladly 
should  we  welcome  this  gracious  but  invincible  ally  I 

I  know  it  has  been  questioned  whether  in  such  asocial  state 
as  ours  this  highest  culture  will  be  cared  for.  The  unmis- 
takable leaning  of  an  industrial  democracy  is  towards  the 
sciences.  Not  only  do  the  sciences  admit  of  more  imme- 
diate application  to  those  arts  which  a  material  civilization 
rates  so  high ;  but  their  method  and  scope  suit  the  exagger- 
ated estimate  of  mere  mental  power  by  which  such  a  civiliza- 
tion is  characterized.  No  doubt  Knowledge  is  power ;  but  it 
should  be  something  more.  It  is  much  to  our  credit  as  a  peo- 
ple that  we  have  built  so  many  miles  of  railroad  and  of  tele- 
graph ;  that  we  have  spanned  so  many  rivers  and  crossed  so 
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many  mountain  chains,  but  if  this  is  all  we  have  to  show,  we 
shall  make  after  all  but  a  poor  figure  among  the  nations.  It 
was  a  great  thing  to  lift  Chicago  out  of  the  mud ;  and  so  it 
was  a  great  thing  to  pile  up  the  pyramids,  but  these  are 
not  the  things  for  which  men,  as  they  beheld  them,  have  bless- 
ed God. 

The  disposition  to  lay  such  undue  stress  on  things  which 
belong  to  the  mere  shell  of  life  and  do  pot  touch  its  vital  es- 
sence, is  the  perilous  side  of  the  great  social  and  political  ex- 
periment which  we  are  making.  And  the  most  discouraging 
part  of  it  is  that  the  influences  which  should  correct,  in  many 
cases  only  intensify  the  evil.  It  grieves  a  right-minded  man 
to  see  reported  in  the  papers  the  saying  of  a  preacher  of  the  Gos- 
pel that  the  Pacific  railroad  would  give  us  more  enlarged 
conceptions  of  the  divine  attributes.  But  men  have  walked 
humbly  with  God  who  went  on  foot ;  the  poor  in  spirit,  the 
meek,  the  merciful,  the  pure  in  heart,  the  peacemakers,  were 
on  the  earth  before  the  days  of  Watt  and  Stephenson.  How 
much  are  we  benefited  by  crossing  the  continent  in  six  days, 
if  our  object  is  greedy  and  selfish;  why  lay  new  wires  beneath 
the  Atlantic  waves  if,  after  all, 

— **  the  Ught-oiit8pe«diiig  telegn4>h 
Bears  nothing  on  its  beams!" 

Does  it  spem  that  Religion  is  the  corrective  for  all  this  t 
But  the  working  of  the  religious  sentiment  is  always  shaped 
by  the  circumstances  under  which  it  manifests  itself.  In  its 
specific  forms  it  too  often  loses  sight  of  its  final  aim.  This 
aim  is  the  constant  clothing  of  man  in  the  stature  of  an  ampler 
spiritual  completeness;  but,  alas,  man's  own  apprehension  of 
this  aim  is  blurred  and  indistinct,  so  that  religion,  instead  of 
being  the  spur  to  all  perfection,  becomes  the  excuse  for  nar. 
rowness,  for  resting  satisfied  with  a  stunted  and  enfeebled 
growth.  And  ju3t  in  proportion  as  the  religious  sentiment  is 
sincere  and  powerful  does  it  often  become  a  barrier  to  progress. 
A  man  of  limited  intellectual  range,  who  is  at  the  same  time 
a  man  of  sincere  religious  conviction,  is  apt  to  be  the  most 
impracticable  and  unreasonable  of  men.  Nowhere  is  the  illumi- 
nation of  sound  culture  so  much  needed  as  in  that  sphere  where 
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the  confoanding  of  light  and  darkness  entails  snch  disas- 
trous couseqnences. 

In  no  country  in  the  world  is  the  religious  sentiment  so 
genuine,  so  energetic,  as  with  us,  and  nowhere  does  there  exist 
such  multiplicity  of  sects,  snch  endless  disposition  to  lay  ex- 
clusive stress  on  single  truths,  such  unhealthy  fostering  of 
selfish  instincts  of  spiritual  life.  It  is  pitiful  to  think  of  the 
ideal  of  Christianity  enforced  in  much  of  our  religions  litera- 
ture, and  by  so  many  of  our  religious  teachers.  I  would  not, 
in  the  least,  underrate  the  real  good  that  religion  achieves 
even  in  its  most  imperfect  forms.  It  is  the  infirmity  of  onr 
nature,  that  we  see  in  part,  but  surely  it  should  be  our  con- 
stant aim  to  seek  after  better  things.  We  have  a  superabun- 
dant religious  energy.  We  rush  about  doing  good  with  only 
less  of  zeal  than  we  rush  about  in  pursuit  of  money  ;  we  carry 
the  Gospel  into  all  the  earth.  But,  after  all,  the  kingdom 
Cometh  without  observation.  There  are  things  more  to  be  de- 
sired than  making  proselytes  or  multiplying  churches. 

If  we  are  ever  to  have  this  high  culture  in  the  United 
States,  is  it  not  clear  that  our  colleges  must  be  its  nurseries? 
Is  not  this  the  proper  aim  of  that  distinctive  academic 
method,  which  I  have  been  all  along  asserting  ?  Is  it  not 
the  supreme  function  of  our  colleges  to  supply  this  gracious 
and  ennobling  ministry.  "  The  American  College, "  as  Presi- 
dent Eliot  has  truly  said,  "  is  an  institution  wiAout  a  paral- 
lel." Its  aim  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  aim  of  the 
common  school,  which  seeks  to  eflPect  the  greatest  good  for 
the  greatest  number,  nor  with  the  aim  of  the  scientific  or  pro- 
fessional school,  which  aims  at  special  results  in  a  particular 
direction.  The  training  of  a  college,  to  be  effective,  must  be, 
to  -a  considerable  degree,  exclusive;  it  eliminates  the  best 
material,  and  aims  at  the  highest  mark;  achieving  its  end,  not 
in  any  special  preparation  for  special  avocations,  but  in  the  en- 
largement of  the  whole  nature,  in  the  expansion  of  the  spiritual 
senses  to  just  and  adeqnate  apprehension  of  all  the  ends  of 
living. 

We  gain  nothing  by  baptizing  our  colleges  with  high-sound- 
ing names,  and  hopelessly  confounding  the  object  of  Academic 
with  the  object  of  University  instruction.      We  need  great 
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nniversitiee,  institntions  where  the  highest  iDBtruction  shall  be 
commuuicated  in  all  deparhnents,  where  libraries,  cabinets, 
and  all  scientific  apparatus,  shall  be  provided  ;  but  we  shall 
get  them  soonest,  not  by  wiping  out  our  old  college  course,  but 
by  making  it  more  distinctive  and  exacting.  It  cannot  b^ 
recognized  too  clearly,  that  the  functions  of  the  college  and 
university  are  distinct.  Tlie  university  cannot  be  too  varied 
in  its  courses ;  cannot  be  too  well  furnished  with  collections 
of  every  kind  ;  is  better  for  standing  in  a  great  centre,  and 
being  thronged  with  crowds  of  eager  students ;  but  the  best 
results  of  college  discipline  are  secured  by  severe  training  in  few 
studies ;  great  libraries  and  museums  are  not  essential,  and  an 
increase  of  students  beyond  a  certain  limit,  is  an  evil.  The 
aim  should  be,  not  so  much  to  have  many,  as  to  have  them 
carefully  matched. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  whether  in  the  fundamental 
idea  of  the  College,  we  are  not  at  fault.  Before  we  decide 
this  question,  let  us  remember  that  in  this  country  the  fun- 
damantal  idea  of  the  College  has  never  yet  been  realized. 
Our  oldest  institutions  were  founded  just  at  the  crisis  when, 
at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  the  colleges  were  supplanting  the 
old  medisBval  universities,  and  hence  they  received  the  name 
of  Colleges.  And  no  doubt  when  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  Harvard  College  were  incorporated  the  purpose  was  to  in- 
troduce the  English  college  system.  But  whatever  the  original 
purpose  may  have  been,  it  was  never  carried  out.  Long  rows 
of  brick  buildings,  with  less  of  architectural  beauty  than  any 
well-built  cotton  mill  may  boast,  do  not  make  a  college. 
Neither  do  dry,  formal  recitations  to  a  tutor  All  this  may 
be  found  in  any  public  school.  The  fundamental  idea  of  a 
college  is  that  of  an  academic  family.  Tliis  is  the  substance 
of  which  our  American  College  system  retains  the  shell  alone. 
This  it  is  that  constitutes  the  distinctive  excellence  of  the 
English  Colleges ;  this,  that  with  all  their  faults,  makes  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  the  seats  of  such  serene  culture,  the  haunts  of 
80  many  beautiful  and  gracious  memories.  Who  that  has  read 
the  delightful  memoir  of  Keble,  by  his  life-long  friend  and 
biographer,  Sir  John  Coleridge,  will  need  to  be  reminded  of 
that  apt  illustration  of  what  I  mean,  in  the  charming  picture 
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which  he  gives  of  college  life  at  Corpus  sixty  years  ago,  when 
Thomas  Arnold  had  jast  been  elected  scholar,  a '^college," 
says  Coleridge,  '^  very  small  in  its  numbers,  and  hamble  in  its 
buildings,  but  to  which  we  and  our  fellow  students  formed  an 
attachment  never  weakened  in  the  after  course  of  our  lives.'^ 
It  is  the  fashion  of  the  hour  to  speak  with  contempt  of  the 
English  collegiate  system,  to  decry  the  methods  as  antiquated, 
and  the  studies  as  useless.  But  a  system  which  kindled  the 
enthusiasm  and  retained  the  affection  of  two  such  opposite 
natures  as  Arnold  and  Keble,  which  armed  one  with  heroic 
panoply  for  the  thickest  of  life's  battle,  and  sent  tlie  other  to  a 
remote  country  parish,  to  lead  a  life,  whose  singular  purity 
and  grace  has  breathed  itself  in  heavenly  music  across  oceans, 
and  over  continents,  must  have  had  iu  it  some  feature,  which 
we  can  ill  afford  to  spare. 

This  subtle  charm  of  Oxford,  the  source  of  this  deathless 
fascination,  was  what  Keble,  borrowing  a  word  from  his  favor- 
ite Aristotle,  used  to  call  its  ^t^oc,  that  is  the  toning  or  general 
color  that  it  diffused  over  the  whole  character,  imparting  a 
peculiar  gentleness  and  grace  to  the  habitual  exercise  of  the 
vigorous  moral  virtues.  And  who  can  fail  to  see  that  this 
peculiar  tone,  this  ineffable  and  characteristic  grace  that  steeps 
Oxford  in  sentiment,  and  bathes  her  with  enchantment,  is  the 
result  in  very  great  measure  of  that  development  of  the  idea 
of  academic  fellowship,  which  marks  the  English  universities 
from  their  great  continental  rivals.  In  other  words,  it  is  the 
distinctive  college  spirit ;  the  intimate  fellowship  of  scholars 
gathered  under  one  roof,  and  sitting  around  one  board ;  the 
close  contact  of  cultivated  minds ;  the  familiar  exchange,  not 
only  between  men  of  the  same  rank,  but  between  pupil  and 
instructor,  meeting  in  private  chambers  and  in  classes  of  half-a- 
dozen,  80  painfully  contrasting  in  all  its  aspects,  with  the  un- 
loveliness  of  our  college  life,  and  the  frigid,  formal  intercourse 
of  student  and  professor. 

We  need,  then,  to  import  into  our  academic  life  a  different 
spirit.  For,  of  course,  such  culture  as  I  have  been  upholding  can- 
not be  imparted  by  mechanical  and  formal  methods.  The  im- 
pulse must  be  living,  personal ;  it  must  come  not  from  books, 
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but  men.  The  mere  schoolmaster  is  never  more  out  of  place 
than  in  the  professor's  chair.*  I  share  to  the  full  Lessing's  con- 
tempt for  what  he  called  professoring.  Unless  mind  touches 
mind  there  will  be  no  heat.  We  make  much  of  our  improved 
methods  and  text  books,  but  after  all  they  matter  less  than  we 
suppose.  A  gonial,  opulent,  overflowing  soul  is  the  secret  of 
success  in  teaching.  To  have  read  Euripides  with  Milton,  were 
better  than  having  the  latest  critical  edition.  Not  the  methods 
but  the  men  gave  Rugby  and  Sor^ze  their  fame.  And  hence 
the  advantage,  in  a  college,  of  smaller  numbers,  where  the  stu- 
dents, brought  into  daily  familiar  contact  with  superior  minds, 
may  catch  unconsciously  the  earnestness,  the  urbanity,  the  kin- 
dred glow  which  only  such  personal  contact  can  communicate. 

All  inspirations  are  vital.  The  spirit  of  a  living  creature  is 
in  the  wheels.  It  was  in  strict  conformity  with  this  supreme 
spiritual  law  that  when  the  highest,  holiest  troth  was  mani- 
fested, it  was  manifested  m  a  Living  Person.  And  here,  that 
nothing  in  this  discussion  be  misunderstood,  let  me  distinctly 
say,  what  I  have  all  along  implied,  that  the  highest,  most 
perfect  culture  is  only  possible  through  Him  in  whom  alone 
we  are  made  complete.  For  I  have  aimed  to  show  that 
culture  is  not  simply  intellectual,  but  covers  the  whole  natnre. 
It  is  such  quickening  of  the  vital  springs  of  being  as  can 
come  only  from  a  person.  It  is  love  of  the  Supreme  Perfec- 
tion, ouch  love  as  can  only  be  created  by  an  inward  loving 
apprehension  of  Him  in  whom  it  was  revealed.  The  goal 
of  human  perfection  can  be  reached  in  no  other  way. 
Without  this  personal  fellowship  with  the  Incarnate  Life  and 
Truth,  we  are  cut  off  from  the  sovereign  quickener.  We  hew 
out  for  ourselves  broken  cisterns  instead  of  drinking  of  that 
river  of  God  which  is  full  of  water.  We  garnish  a  sepulchre 
which  within  is  full  of  rottenness  and  death. 

And  as  the  supreme,  all  constraining  power  of  the  Great 
Teacher  was  rooted  in  his  transcendent  personality,  in  itself  a 
judgment  of  all  evil,  an  allurement  to  all  good,  so  in  a  lower 
sense  is  it  not  less  true  of  all  teachers.  We  have  been  dis- 
cussing methods;  but  let  us  not  forget  that  method,  after  all, 
is  secondary.  '^  To  write  well,"  says  Milton,  "  a  man  must  be 
himself  a  poem ;"  so  to  teach  well  his  inmost  soul  must  be 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


746  The  Method  of  AeadenUo  OuUure.  [Oct., 

imbaed  with  the  sweetnesB,  the  generosity,  the  simplicity  of 
that  divine  philosophy  which  it  is  his  highest  duty  to  incul- 
cate. The  springs  which  he  causes  to  gosh  forth  can  never  rise 
higher  than  their  fomit.  We  cannot  be  too  earnestly  persaaded 
that  all  fruitful  academic  reform  must  find  its  beginning  here. 
And  if  our  coU^^  are  destined  ever  to  become  the  seats  of 
this  serene  culture,  the  chosen  haunts  of  these  gracious,  en- 
nobling influences,  it  will  be  chiefly  for  the  reason  that  those 
to  whom  the  sacred  office  of  instruction  is  entrusted,  warming 
to  their  work,  and  gathering  their  pupils  about  them  in  an 
emulation  and  rivalry  of  love,  shall  wield  that  spontaneous, 
rhythmic  influence  which  flows  *>  from  soul  to  soul,  and  lives 
forever  and  forever.*' 

1  have  been  asserting  a  distinctive  Academic  Culture.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  show  that  the  progress  of  knowledge,  the 
immense  increase  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  sciences, 
instead  of  rendering  the  need  of  this  distinctive  culture  lees, 
has  only  made  it  greater.  Let  us  banish  the  false  notion 
of  any  antagonism  between  this  culture,  and  education  that 
has  a  different  scope  and  aim.  It  is  not  necessary  to  deprecate 
the  value  of  specific  technical  training  in  order  to  exalt  the 
worth  of  this  more  complete  development.  Such  an  institution 
as  the  Technological  School  in  Boston  is  doing  a  good  work. 
It  supplies  a  need  which  our  colleges  could  supply  only  through 
the  sacrifice  of  a  greater  good.  I  approve  its  method,  and 
rejoice  in  its  success.  In  our  common  schools  we  are  doing  a 
better  work.  We  cannot  forget  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
community,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  can  receive  no  other 
training  than  they  receive  here.  I  advocate  a  distinctive  aca- 
demic culture,  not  in  place  of  these,  not  in  opposition  to  them, 
but  in  alliance  with  them,  to  preside  over  and  direct  them. 
I  advocate  it,  because  scientific  training,  unless  regulated  and 
qualified  by  a  broader  culture,  can  only^end  in  debilitating, 
instead  of  enlarging,  the  spiritual  nature ;  because  popular 
instruction,  unless  constantly  invigorated  and  enlightened  by 
higher  intellectual  forces,  can  move  only  in  a  dull  mechanical 
routine.  For  education  must  receive  its  shape  from  above,  not 
from  beneath.  Unless  we  do  something  to  raise  as  well  as 
to  diffuse,  there  is  danger  that  the  sneer  of  Kenan  will  prove 
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well  foandcd  and  the  new  world  atone  for  its  neglect  of  sape- 
rior  instruction  by  a  long  course  of  vulgarity  of  thought  and 
brutality  of  manners. 

*I  have  not,  then,  in  the  riew  which  I  have  advanced,  been 
pleading  for  a  puny,  dilettanti  culture ;  a  culture  remote  from 
life  and  its  serious  concerns.  On  the  contrary,  the  Culture  I 
have  been  asserting  keeps  the  soul  in  constant,  inspiring  contact 
with  the  deepest  springs  of  action.  It  is  not  selfish  and  indi- 
vidual, but  permeates  the  whole  social  organism.  Itself 
accessible  only  to  its  elect,  its  benediction  descends  on  all. 
Its  influence  is  wide  as  the  influence  of  spiritual  truth.  For 
man  liveth  not  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  pro- 
ceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God. 
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Article  IV.— THE    AMERICAN    COLLEGES  AND    THE 
AMERICAN  PUBLIC. 

IV. 

Thb  consideration  of  the  American  colleges  as  communities 
lias  brought  us  to  the  question  of  their  religious  character. 
ITiis  includes  several  subordinate  questions,  such  as,  whether 
they  ought  to  be  placed  under  a  positive  religious  influence, 
and  to  what  extent  and  in  what  manner  this  influence  may 
properly  be  exercised.  These  questions,  and  many  others 
which  arise  under  this  comprehensive  topic,  are  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  subject  not  easily  answerd,  and  in  the  present 
state  of  opinion  are  involved  in  somewhat  serious  complica- 
tions. 

We  may  as  well  say,  at  the  outset,  that  the  view  which  any 
man,  otherwise  well-informed,  will  take  of  this  subject,  must 
necessarily  vary  with  the  views  which  he  takes  of  religion  it- 
self, as  to  its  essential  nature  and  authority,  as  to  its  relation 
to  man's  responsibility  and  destiny,  and  as  to  its  evidence.  It 
will  vary  also  with  the  views  which  he  takes  of  Christianity ; 
according  as  he  regards  it  as  supernaturally  given  and  histori- 
cally true,  or  as  he  believes  it  to  be  of  human  origination,  and* 
therefore,  so  far  as  its  miracles  and  the  claims  and  conceptions 
of  its  central  personage  are  concerned,  as  more  or  less  histori- 
cally erroneous.  It  will  vary  also  according  as  his  views  are 
more  or  less  enlarged  of  its  relations  to  human  culture,  and 
of  its  friendliness  to  the  highest  forms  of  human  develops- 
ment. 

The  position  which  we  occupy  is  that  "  the  Christian  faith  is 
the  perfection  of  human  reason  ;"  that  supernatural  and  his- 
torical Christianity  is  the  only  Christianity  which  is  worth  de- 
fending or  which  is  capable  of  being  defended  on  the  grounds 
of  reason  or  history  ;  and  that  such  a  Christianity,  when  inter- 
preted by  enlightened  judgment,  as  to  its  truths  and  its  pre- 
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eepts,  18  not  only  friendly  to  the  highest  forms  of  cnltnre,  but 
is  an  essential  condition  of  the  same. 

There  are  not  a  few  at  the  present  time  who  do  not  agree 
with  us  in  this  position.  More  than  a  few,  we  tear,  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  higher  education  of  the  country,  so  far  hesitate 
to  receive  any  positive  form  of  religion  as  to  assume  in  all 
their  reasonings,  that  the  claims  of  supernatural  Christianity 
are  more  likely  than  otherwise  to  be  set  aside  in  the  progress 
of  historical  and  scientific  investigation,  and  that  it  is  there- 
fore inconsistent  as  well  as  impolitic  for  the  universities  and 
colleges  of  the  country  to  be  very  positively  committed  to  the 
support  of  these  claims.  Such  a  recognition  of  Christianity,  in 
their  view,  hinders  the  freedom  of  investigation  and  of  teaching, 
and  is  inconsistent  with  that  tolerance  among  scholars  which  is 
required  by  the  spirit  of  the  age.  They  might  repel  the 
charge  of  being  anti-religious  or  atheistic  or  even  anti-Chris- 
tian in  their  own  faith,  but  they  reason  that  for  a  college  to 
recognize  the  Christian  faith  in  its  teachings  is  to  commit  itself 
to  an  implied  bondage  of  opinion,  which  cannot  but  constrain 
the  freedom  of  its  spirit,  or  which  must,  at  least,  make  it  un- 
wisely intolerant.  We  cannot  accept  this  position  or  the  infer- 
ences to  which  it  leads. 

We  must  discuss  this  question  in  an  important  sense  from  a 
Christian  position,  and  judge  of  the  whole  subject  from  a  Chris- 
tian point  of  view.  But  while  we  frankly  avow  our  position,  we 
trust  that  it  will  not  make  us  so  one-sided  or  one-eyed  in  our 
construction  of  those  whose  position  differs  from  our  own  as  to 
render  us  incapable  of  appreciating  their  difficulties  or  of  look- 
ing at  college  and  university  education  from  their  point  of 
view.  Though  our  position  is  distinctively  and  avowedly 
Christian,  we  do  not  propose  to  argue  simply  as  theologians,  or 
to  use  our  assumption  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  as  a  vantage 
ground ;  but  to  argue  as  friends  of  education,  and  to  occupy, 
so  far  as  we  may,  the  ground  which  is  common  to  all  friends 
of  culture  who  are  not  avowedly  irreligious  and  atheistic  in 
their  scientific  and  practical  theories. 

The  view  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  maintain  is  that  the 
American  Colleges  should  have  a  positively  religious  and 
Christian  character.     We  have  in  mind  the  college  such  as  we 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


750  ITie  Amerioan  Colleges  and  the  American  PtMie.  [Oct, 

have  conoeived  and  described  it, — ^the  college  which  is  a  distinct 
commnnity  and  maintains  a  separate  and  distinctive  intellec- 
tual and  social  life.  The  few*  colleges  which  are  not  dis- 
tinct as  commnnitiee, — the  colleges  of  the  very  large  cities, 
where  pupils  live  in  their  own  homes  and  are  rooted  in  their 
own  families— can  derive  their  religious  influence  from  the  same 
sources  from  which  other  youths  derive  theirs,  that  is,  from 
the  domestic,  social,  and  church  relations  of  the  great  commu- 
nity from  which  they  have  never  been  transplanted.  WhDe  it 
is  desirable,  add  in  a  sense,  necessary  that  institutions  of  this 
kind  should  exert  a  positive  religious  and  Christian  influence, 
the  necessity  in  this  case  is  not  so  imperative.  We  are  concern- 
ed with  those  colleges  which  maintain  the  distinctive  and 
intensely  active  common  life  which  we  have  described. 

When  we  say  that  the  college  of  this  description  should  be 
positive  in  its  religious  and  Christian  influence,  we  mean  that 
the  essential  facts  and  truths  of  the  Christian  system  should  be 
recognized  in  all  its  teachings  as  true ;  that  as  a  community 
the  collie  should  participate  in  Christian  worship,  and  that 
its  instruction  and  discipline  should,  with  rare  exceptions,  be 
in  the  hands  of  men  of  a  positive  and  earnest  Christian  char- 
acter. 

Our  reasons  are  the  following : 

First. — The  coUeges  as  such  have  the  same  duty  and  need 
of  social  religion  which  exist  in  every  community.  This 
can  be  doubted  or  denied  only  by  those  who  deny  altogether 
the  obligation  of  united  and  common  religious  teaching  and 
worship.  We  have  seen  that  the  college,  as  a  community,  is 
eminently  independent  and  self-sufficing,  deriving  the  roots 
of  its  life  eminently  from  within  itself,  and  living  that  life 
with  an  energy  that  is  especially  intense.  If  other  human  so- 
cieties need  to  be  socially  religious,  the  need  of  the  coU^c  is 
preeminent.  If  it  is  becoming  that  the  great  community  of 
men  should  divide  itself  into  separate  societies  in  order  that  it 
may  maintain  religious  teaching  and  worship,  then  it  is  espe- 
cially appropriate  that  a  society  which  of  itself  is  separated 
from  every  other,  should  be  provided  with  such  teaching  and 
worship.  K  every  household  ought  to  be  a  religious  common- 
wealth, then  the  coU^e  which  takes  the  youth  from  his  home 
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and  intrcdaces  him  into  a  larger  honsehold  of  its  own,  ought 
to  sustain  that  religious  teaching  and  worship  which  are  appro- 
priate to  its  own  necessities  and  position. 

Second. — The  college,  as  compared  with  other  communities, 
^i^tands  in  special  and  imperative  need  of  religions  restraints 
and  religions  influences.  The  individuals  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed have  been  released,  sometimes  abruptly,  from  the  re- 
straints of  the  family  and  of  the  public  opinion  of  society  at 
large.  They  form  to  themselves  a  public  opinion  of  their  own, 
which,  though  often  generous  and  just,  is  yet  liabl  j  to  strange 
caprices  and  sudden  revolutions,  even  when  sobered  and 
elevated  by  the  most  active  and  ennobling  religious  elements. 
The  passions  are  strong,  the  will  is  impetuous  and  weak,  the 
judgment  is  immature,  the  experience  of  temptation  is  limited, 
the  habits  of  good  are  not  fixed,  while  those  to  evil  are  some- 
times fearfully  strong.  Such  a  community,  as  it  would  seem, 
does  of  all  others  stand  in  pressing  need  of  the  best  religions 
influences,  and  these  should  be  constantly  applied,  wisely  vari- 
ed, and  patiently  maintained.  If  Christianity  can  do  anything 
to  control  and  elevate  any  class  of  persons,  or  if  it  is  needed  for 
any,  it  is  adapted  to  and  required  for  the  susceptible,  intelli- 
gent, and  impetuous  youth,  who  crowd  the  American  colleges. 

What  is  adapted  to  the  welfare  of  young  men  as  individuals, 
is  equally  required  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  whole 
body.  To  govern  a  college  by  mere  law,  or  by  the  force  of  rules 
and  penalties,  without  appealing  to  the  ethical  and  religions 
feelings  of  the  pupils,  is  not  always  successful  in  the  lowest 
sense,  and  it  never  can  be  in  the  highest.  The  reason  and 
conscience  must  often  be  appealed  to,  and  if  this  is  done  with 
eflect,  both  reason  and  conscience  must  be  reinforced  and 
quickened  by  religious  faith  and  feeling.  If  religions  restraints 
and  religious  hopes  are  required  in  every  community  of  full 
grown  men — not  as  is  sometimes  charged  to  do  the  work  of  a 
police,  but  to  make  the  work  of  a  police  less  necessary, — this 
must  be  eminently  true  in  a  community  of  youths  whoso  sense 
of  propriety  is  not  always  proportioned  to  their  knowledge, 
and  whose  mobile  and  impetuous  tempers  are  often  exasper- 
ated to  resistance  by  rules  and  eurveiUance,  If  the  college 
contains  none  whose  principles  of  duty  are  made  sturdy  by 
VOL.  xxnn.  48 
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religious  reverence  and  whose  consciences  are  quickened  by  the 
presence  and  love  of  God,  then,  on  those  occasions  of  strain  and 
conflict  between  the  students  and  the  faculty  which  must  in- 
evitably occur  from  time  to  time,  the  cause  of  order  must  be 
imperiled.  It  is  not  according  to  the  wisdom  of  experience 
to  affirm  that  such  exigencies  will  not  arise,  nor  if  they  do 
occur,  to  rely  upon  any  principles  which  are  not  enforced,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  religious  faith. 

Third. — ^It  is  a  legitimate  and  important  function  of  the 
college,  to  form  the  character  to  moral  and  religious  excel- 
lence. Education  should  not  and  cannot  be  limited  to  the 
culture  of  the  intellect  and  the  tastes,  but  it  properly  includes 
the  culture  of  the  character.  Tlje  Christian  believer  holds  that 
the  character  can  only  be  rightly  formed  when  it  is  subjected 
to  the  authority  of  Christ.  He  holds  that  discipleship  to 
Christ  is  the  condition  of  complete  success  in  the  culture  and 
regulation  of  the  springs  of  action.  When  then  he  requires 
that  the  college  should  teach  and  influence  its  pupils  according 
to  this  theory,  he  is  only  consistent  with  his  own  most  sacred 
convictions.  Whenever  the  instruction  on  scientific  and  lit- 
erary themes  can  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  afford  the 
opportunity  of  confirming  the  Christian  faith,  and  strengthen- 
ing Christian  purposes,  it  should  in  all  cases  be  given.  If  it 
furnishes  no  such  opportunity,  the  character  of  the  instructor 
may  still  attract  and  infiuence  his  pupils.  Those  who  found 
and  endow  Christian  colleges  may  as  properly  endow  them  as 
places  of  religious  culture,  so  far  as  such  culture  can  be  sao- 
cessfuUy  applied,  as  make  them  places  of  intellectual  disci- 
pline. Those  who  do  not  accept  the  Christian  notion  of  char- 
acter, who  do  not  believe  in  Christ  as  the  object  of  man's 
confidence  and  the  light  and  hope  of  his  life,  may  see  no 
propriety  in  connecting  these  influences  with  his  training  in 
youth.  l*hey  would  exclude  religion  and  Christianity  irom 
the  college  for  the  same  reasons  and  no  other  that  wodd 
exclude  them  from  the  conduct  of  their  life.  Conversely, 
the  same  reasoning  which  would  exclude  them  from  a  place 
in  the  college,  would  require  that  they  be  rejected  altogether. 

Fourth. — If  moral  and  religious  perfection  are  the  end  of 
all  education,  then  moral  and  religious  culture  are  friendly  to 
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education  and  caltnre  of  every  kind.  *'  The  end  of  learning," 
Bays  Milton,  ^'  is  to  repair  the  rains  of  our  first  parents,  by 
regaining  to  know  God  aright,  and  out  of  that  knowledge  to 
love  him,  to  imitate  him,  to  be  like  him,  as  we  may  the  near- 
est by  possessing  our  souls  of  true  virtue,  which  being  united 
to  the  heavenly  grace  of  faith,  makes  up  the  highest  perfec- 
tion. But  because  our  understanding  cannot  in  this  body 
found  itself  but  on  sensible  things,  nor  arrive  so  clearly  to 
the  knowledge  of  God  and  invisible  things,  as  by  orderly 
conning  over  the  visible  and  inferior  creatures,  the  same 
method  is  necessarily  to  be  followed  in  all  discreet  teaching." 
These  views,  with  some  qualifications  of  phraseology,  will  be 
accepted  by  all  those  who  have  any  faith  or  interest  in  relig- 
ious truth.  They  are  in  brief  '*  that  moral  and  religious  per- 
fection are  the  final  aim  of  all  human  culture,  as  they  are 
of  our  existence  and  discipline  in  the  human  condition.  This 
end  is  promoted  by  education,  chiefly  by  the  study  of  nature 
and  of  books."  Now  the  question  upon  which  opinions  differ, 
is,  whether  the  final,  that  is  the  religious  aim,  ought  to  be  dis- 
tinctly recognized  in  our  educational  arrangements,  especially 
in  the  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Some  contend  that  any 
recognition  of  religious  ends  other  than  the  most  indirect  and 
incidental  must  interfere  with  the  direct  object  of  education, 
which  is  culture,  and  in  this  way  may  defeat  the  ends  of 
religion  itself.  Others  contend,  that  inasmuch  as  religion  is 
supreme,  it  should  be  recognized  and  pursued  in  the  college, 
even  at  the  expense  and  sacrifice  of  culture,  that  whatever 
else  should  be  sacrificed  even  in  an  institution  professedly  de- 
voted to  education,  religion  should  be  regarded  as  supreme. 
We  contend  that  there  is  no  incompatibility  between  the  two, 
that  while  culture  should  be  made  the  direct  object  of  every 
institution  of  learning,  and  in  one  sense  the  immediate  aim 
of  its  arrangements,  this  aim  is  not  hindered  but  promoted  by 
that  enlightened  recognition  of  religion  which  culture  makes 
possible.  We  hold  that  religion  controls  and  tempers  culture, 
in  order  to  stimulate,  refine,  and  elevate  it ;  and  culture,  in  its 
turn,  enlightens  and  liberalizes  religion.  We  do  not  agree  with 
Matthew  Arnold  in  his  OuUwre  omd  Anarchy ^  that  the  Christ- 
ian element  is  essentially  ^'  Hebraistic  "  in  the  sense  of  being 
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dogmatic,  narrow,  and  intolerant,  and  that  as  such  it  is  opposed 
to  the  ''  Hellenistic  "  element,  which  is  reflecting,  enlightened, 
tolerant,  and  civilized.  Rather  do  we  hold  that  Ohristianity 
mediates  between  Judaism  and  Hellenism,  that  it  is  Hebraism 
Helleuized,  and  contains  in  itself  the  excellences  of  both 
directions,  softening  the  austerities  of  Jadaism  bj  the  refine- 
ments of  Greece,  and  thus  enlarging  its  narrowness  by  "  turning 
a  stream  of  fresh  and  free  thought  upon  our  stock  notions  and 
habits."  Or  rather  we  should  say  that  it  is  only  by  the  touch 
of  the  divinely  human  Master  and  Lord  of  Christianity,  that 
these  antagonistic  elements  can  be  fused  into  something  nobler 
than  either,  the  self-sacrifice  and  worship  of  that  Christian  love 
which  ''  seeketh  not  her  own,"  which  '^  believeth  all  things,  and 
hopeth  all  things."  Did  we  not  believe  that  an  earnest  and 
spiritual  Christianity  was  compatible  with  and  favorable  to  the 
highest  forms  of  human  culture,  we  should  not  believe  it  to 
be  from  God.  But  believing  that  it  is  divine,  not  merely  in 
its  origin  but  in  its  adaptation  to  every  possible  development 
of  humanity, — that  it  has  "  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is 
as  well  as  of  that  which  is  to  come," — we  think  that  its  truths 
and  spirit  should  be  distinctly  and  prominently  recognized 
in  all  our  higher  institutions  of  learning;  and  this  not  merely 
from  its  acknowledged  importance  and  supremacy,  but  be- 
cause of  its  beneficent  influence  upon  learning  and  culture 
themselves.  We  would  not  make  of  our  colleges  houses  of 
piety  ao  such,  we  would  not  turn  their  scholastic  exercises  into 
spiritual  retraites;  we  would  not  lower  the  standard  of  learn- 
ing or  diminish  the  requirements  of  taste  and  culture  ;  but  we 
would  distinctly  hold  up  and  exemplify  the  most  spiritual  and 
earnest  forms  of  Christian  duty  and  the  Christian  life,  as  the 
end  to  which  all  learning  and  all  culture  should  be  consecra- 
ted as  supreme.  The  mottoes  upon  the  seals  of  Harvard  and 
Tale  respectively,  when  united  into  one,  happily  express  onr 
own  opinion,  as  they  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  religion  on 
the  one  hand,  and  culture  on  the  other.  Harvard,  in  her 
Chriato  et  EccLedm^  pays  the  chief  homage  to  religion,  as  it 
was  natural  that  she  should,  being  older  in  time.  Tale  com- 
pletes the  motto,  by  Lilx  et  Veritm^  providing  for  culture  in 
words  that  remind  us  of  Arnold's  oft-repeated  ''sweetness 
and  light." 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1869.]  The  American  CoUegea  and  the  American  PubUc,  755 

"We  trust  that  none  of  our  readers  will  be  surprised  that  we 
assert,  that  other  things  being  eqiud^ — as  endowments,  time, 
access  to  an  intelligent  and  refined  community,  with  the  re- 
quirements with  which  such  a  community  provides  itself, — that 
institution  of  learning  which  is  earnestly  religious  is  certain 
to  make  the  largest  and  most  valuable  achievements  in  science 
and  learning,  as  well  as  in  literary  taste  and  capacity. 

Among  the  particulars  in  which  an  earnest  Christian  spirit  is 
fitted  to  act  favorably  upon  the  culture  of  the  colleges,  are 
the  following.  It  is  favorable  to  persevering  indtishy.  Cul- 
ture of  every  sort  is  the  fruit  of  application.  Success  in  any 
science  and  art  is  achieved  by  labor.  The  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity is  a  spirit  of  self-denying  and  patient  service.  To  what 
feats  of  literary  work  hws  it  not  prompted,  in  the  amazing  toil 
by  day  and  night,  through  months  and  years,  which  has 
wrought  those  ponderous  tomes  that  fill  the  libraries  of  the 
learned.  It  is  true  other  motives  prompt  to  laborious  eru- 
dition and  scientific  toil ;  the  motives  of  ambition  in  all  its 
forms,  and  sometimes  those  of  malevolent  passion  or  critical 
spleen,  but  none  of  these  is  a  force  which  in  its  nature  is 
so  tense  and  untiring  as  are  religious  duty  and  Christian  self- 
denial.  What  superhuman  patience  has  been  shown  by  the 
devotees  of  Christian  art  in  all  its  forms,  who  have  labored, 
not  merely  for  an  immortality  of  earthly  fame,  but  under  the 
inspiration  which  came  from  the  assured  hope  of  a  personal 
immortality  which  should  surpass  all  their  ideals  by  its  satis- 
fying realities. 

The  Christian  spirit  is  in  its  nature  truth-loving.  If  there  is 
any  one  feature  prominent  in  the  character  of  its  great  Foun- 
der, in  which  he  was  before  his  own  time  and  has  given  cha- 
racter to  all  the  time  that  is  subsequent,  it  is  his  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  truth  as  such,  and  of  its  authority, 
by  virtue  of  its  hold  upon  the  reason.  If  there  is  any  one 
spirit  which  he  has  inculcated  by  precept  and  example,  it  is 
the  spirit  of  brave  allegiance  to  truth.  If  any  duty  may  be 
said  to  have  been  prominently  recognized  and  enforced  by 
him,  it  is  the  duty  of  candor  in  weighing  all  sorts  of  evi- 
dence. The  father  of  the  inductive  philosophy  could  find  no 
better  illustration  of  the  spirit  which  was  to  be  the  condition 
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of  succeBsfnl  investigation  and  of  actual  progress,  than  in 
these  words,  "  that  it  is  no  less  true  in  this  human  kingdom  of 
knowledge,  than  in  God's  kingdom  of  heaven,  that  no  man 
shall  enter  into  it  except  he  hecome  first  as  a  litUe  child.^^  It  en- 
joins the  love  of  all  sorts  of  truth — Truth  of  art,  literature, 
as  well  as  of  that  beauty  which  is  but  another  name  for  aes- 
thetic truth.  The  precept  "  whatsover  things  are  true,  whatso- 
ever things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report, 
think  on  these  things^^^  provides  for  the  most  catholic  taste 
conceivable,  for  the  most  progressive  civilization,  for  all  true 
refinement  in  art,  in  literature,  in  manners,  and  in  civilization 
of  every  kind.  It  not  only  provides  for  all  these,  but  it  impels 
to  all  these  as  duties. 

It  is,  morover,  refi/rdng  in  its  operation  and  influences,  and 
so  far  is  eminently  favorable  to  culture.  It  represses  the 
animal  passions  with  the  debasement  which  they  involve.  It 
rises  above  mere  worldly  tendencies  with  their  inevitably  hard- 
ening tendency,  however  brilliant  the  polish  of  which  this  hard- 
ness is  capable,  and  substitutes  for  it  the  more  delicate  grace 
of  spiritual  modesty  and  spiritual  aspirations.  It  destroys  the 
selfish  affections  and  substitutes  for  them  the  love  which  is 
warm  as  well  as  ennobling.  It  rises  above  the  envious  jeal- 
ouses  which,  if  reports  are  true,  do  sometimes  separate  men 
of  science,  poets,  and  musicians;  as  well  as  theologians  and 
religionists.  In  short,  the  indirect  effect  of  Christian  feeling 
is  to  call  forth  and  encourage  whatever  in  human  sensibility 
is  of  finer  texture,  and  to  keep  it  fresh  and  pure.  The  same 
Christian  faith  which,  when  it  enters  a  cottage,  other  things 
being  equal,  awakens  and  intensifies  the  love  of  flowers,  of 
music,  of  poetry,  and  of  pictures,  does  also,  when  it  dom- 
inates in  the  cultured  soul,  increase  the  delicacy  and  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  its  tastes,  'and  when  it  rules  in  a  university,  tends 
to  make  its  members  more  refined  in  all  their  capacities  for 
SBsthetic  progress,  as  well  as  quickens  the  desire  to  exercise  and 
perfect  them. 

We  do  not  contend  that  Christianity  is  the  same  thing  as 
culture,  or  that  Christian  attainments  may  in  a  college  be 
accepted  as  an  equivalent  for  attainments  in  science  and  lit- 
erature.    As  we  have  said,  the  university  and  the  college  are 
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not  proximately  designed  for  religious  culture  and  spiritual 
^ification,  but  for  study  and  intellectual  discipline.  To  turn 
them  into  houses  of  religion  or  to  use  them  chiefly  or  promi- 
nently as  places  for  spiritual  instead  of  intellectual  exercises, 
is  grossly  to  pervert  them,  and  like  all  other  perversions  and 
half-truths  is  to  foster  all  manner  of  spiritual  monstrosities;  as 
hypocrisy,  cant,  spiritual  pride,  asceticism,  and  the  like. 
Hence  we  do  not  care  to  see  the  religious  features  of  a  college 
paraded  in  the  newspapers,  or  report's  of  its  religious  condition 
and  doings  made  the  subject  of  ostentatious  comments.  The 
impropriety  in  such  cases  is  eminently  conspicuous  and  oflfen- 
sive,  because  it  is  ao  offense  against  religion  and  culture  com- 
bined.    Pharisaism  and  cant  are  never  in  good  taste. 

We  cannot  deny  that  Christianity  sometimes  seems  to  be 
antagonistic  to  culture,  especially  to  culture  in  its  higher 
forms.  Its  ethical  claims  are  supreme  and  uncompromising. 
It  sets  the  moral  excellence  which  comes  of  its  faith  and  obe- 
dience, far  above  all  other  excellences,  and  requires  its  disci- 
ples to  esteem  all  these  as  nothing  in  this  comparison,  and 
at  this  sacrifice.  Whenever  the  question  arises  between  the 
gratification  of  a  taste  and  the  discharge  of  a  duty,  or  be- 
tween the  culture  of  the  intellect  and  the  culture  of  the  heart, 
the  former  must  be  sacrificed.  All  tastes  and  all  enjoyments, 
which  pertain  to  the  present,  must  be  held  as  secondary  to  those 
which  pertain  to  the  higher  and  unseen  life.  Hence  it  has 
been  inferred  by  the  detractors  of  Christianity,  that  it  is 
barbarous  because  it  does  not  exalt  art  and  culture  as  supreme ; 
they  forgetting  that  the  nature  or  fate  which  they  set  up  in 
its  stead  is  equally  inexorable  and  cruel,  when  it  bums,  and 
bruises,  and  drowns,  or  limits,  in  myriads  of  ways,  the  works 
and  aspirations  of  culture  and  art.  Hence  it  has  been  inferred 
by  those  of  its  friends,  who  are  narrow  in  their  knowledge  of 
Christianity  or  who  make  it  a  cloak  for  envy  or  suspicion  to- 
ward those  whose  tastes  are  more  refined  than  their  own,  that 
while  a  certain  degree  of  knowledge  and  culture  are  enforced 
by  Christianity,  any  excess  beyond  is  inconsistent  with  its  spirit. 
Hence  the  impression  that  it  is  unfriendly  to  eminent  attain- 
ments in  science  and  letters,  and  that  for  this  reason  it  cannot 
be  comfortably  housed  in  a  university,  which  would  stand 
at  the  front  of  modem  achievements. 
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To  shot  off  these  unfortunate  and  unwarrantable  inferences, 
we  assert  that  Christianity  has  much  to  learn  from  culture,  that' 
while  it  is  refining  in  its  influences  and  therefore  tends  to 
culture,  it  is  itself  refined  and  enlarged  by  the  learning  to 
which,  in  its  essential  nature,  it  is  altogether  friendly.  Cul- 
ture as  such  largely  pertains  to  the  form  and  expression  of 
which  Christianity  is  the  spirit  and  soul  Grace  and  perfec- 
tion of  manners,  purity,  and  felicitousness  of  diction,  dexterity 
in  the  accomplishments  of  music,  drawing,  and  painting,  or 
nicety  of  sense  in  the  judgment  of  the  same,  as  well  as  skill 
and  science  in  the  more  intellectual  departments,  all  bring 
back  to  Christianity  the  means  of  more  perfectly  manifesting 
the  power  of  its  spiritual  beauty,  and  teach  Christianity  itself 
how  to  become  more  attractive  by  assuming  those  adorn- 
ments which  she  herself  has  very  largely  created,  and  ^all  of 
which  she  welcomes  and  rejoices  in  as  appropriate  to  herself. 

But  while  we  concede  all  this,  and  even  contend  that 
Christianity  may  learn  from  culture,  we  contend  also  that 
culture  itself  is  exposed  to  certain  excesses  for  which  Christi- 
anity is  the  only  adequate  counterpoise  and  remedy.  We  af- 
firm that  a  vigorous  religious  influence  is  needed  in  every  uni- 
versity, if  for  no  other  reason,  simply  as  a  corrective  against 
the  one-sidednees,  the  Philistinism  we  might  call  it,  of  mod- 
ern science  and  literature. 

Modern  culture,  froni  the  very  perfection  which  it  requires 
and  attains  in  particular  departments,  tends  to  narrowness, 
positiveness,  and  conceit.  The  devotee  of  any  single  branch 
of  knowledge  or  department  of  art  must  devote  himself  ex- 
clusively and  perseveringly  to  his  chosen  profession.  His  zeal 
is  usually  proportioned  to  his  success,  and  his  enthusiasm  fixes 
the  attention  more  and  more  exclusively  upon  the  objects 
within  his  limited  sphere.  He  becomes  great  in  a  single  line, 
because  his  mind  moves  within  that  alone.  It  often  happens 
that  while  he  is  strong  in  one  department,  he  is  weak  in 
thought  and  opinions  with  respect  to  every  other.  But  it  does 
not  follow  because  he  is  weak  and  even  ignorant,  that  he  is 
sensible  of  his  defects  and  incapacity.  On  the  contrary,  his 
conscious  superiority  in  his  chosen  pursuit,  makes  him  positive, 
dogmatic,  and  conceited  in  respect  to  every  other.     Hence 
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the  sectarian  narrowness  which  divides  the  devotees  of  the 
physical  sciences,  and  their  acknowledged  proneness  to  cliques, 
which  is  recognized  in  the  pointed  words  of  President  White: 
".It  may  seena  strange  that  this  should  be  alluded  to  ;  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  more  than  one  American  college  has 
been  ruined  by  such  feuds,  and  that  very  many  have  been 
crippled,  in  view  of  the  cognate  fact  that  the  odium  theolo- 
gicum  sepms  now  outdone  by  hates  between  scientific  cliques 
and  dogmas  ;  that  as  a  rule  it  is  now  impossible  to  receive  an 
impartial  opinion  from  one  scientific  man  respecting  another ; 
and  that  these  gentlemen,  in  their  jealouses  and  likenings, 
are  evidently  awaiting  some  one  with  a  spark  of  the  MoUere 
genius,  to  cover  them  before  the  country  with  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt, we  do  not  think  that  the  Board  is  likely  to  give  too 
much  importance  to  this."  {Report  etc.  on  the  organization 
of  Cornell   University,) 

It  may  seem  to  some  a  little  strange  that  we  suggest  that 
Christian  science  furnishes  the  natural  and  most  eflicient  pro- 
phylactic and  cure  for  these  sectarian  narrownesses  and  em- 
bitterments.  The  study  of  Ood  in  his  relations  to  what  is 
known  or  knowable  in  the  universe  of  spirit  and  matter 
certainly  forces  to  a  general  consideration  of  what  is  known 
or  knowable  in  the  several  departments  of  being.  It  requires 
the  consideration,  superficial  indeed  but  respectful,  of  the  princi- 
ples and  authority  of  every  one  of  the  sciences.  It  brings  each 
expert  to  look  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of  his  own  speciality, 
and  to  see  how  it  adjusts  itself  to  its  neighbor.  It  now  and 
then  carries  him  up  to  a  point  of  view  which  commands  the 
limits  of  all  the  special  sciences,  that  he  may  see  how  they 
all  adjust  themselves  to  that  underlying  philosophy,  which  re- 
cognizes in  some  sort  their  bond  of  unity — whether  this  is  called 
the  Absolute  of  the  schools,  or  the  living  God  of  the  people. 
In  this  way  Theology  becomes,  not  merely  in  the  language 
of  Bacon  the  "  haven  and  Sabbath  of  all  man's  contem- 
plations," but  in  a  certain  sense  the  commune  vinculum  of  the 
special  sciences.  It  is  such,  so  far  as  it  forces  the  devotee  of 
each  to  look  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  field,  and  to  recog- 
nize the  existence  and  rights  of  his  neighbors.  It  even  be- 
comes a  harmonizing  and  purifying  power,  so  far  as  it  liberalizes 
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the  mind  of  each  narrow  devotee,  by  lifting  his  thooghts  now 
and  then  up  to  God,  and  forcing  him  to  recognize  the  relations 
of  his  own  science  to  Him.  Even  if  Theology  is  not  cultivated 
as  a  science,  but  is  present  to  the  individual  scientist  and  the 
scientific  community  only  so  far  as  is  required  for  religions 
faith  and  feeling,  it  must  still  quicken  and  widen  their  intel- 
lects, and  enable  them  to  pursue  their  special  departments  in 
a  spirit  less  narrow  and  more  catholic.  Should  it  be  urged  that 
Theology,  in  its  turn,  is  jealous  of  scientific  progress,  and  hos- 
tile to  its  freedom,  we  have  no  occasion  to  affirm  or  deny  that 
it  may  be.  All  that  we  contend  for  is  that  the  influence  of 
Christian  theology  and  of  Christian  faith  upon  the  professed 
devotees  of  science  themselves,  legitimately  tends  to  make 
them  more  profound,  and  therefore  more  broad  and  catholic 
as  philosophers.  So  far  as  observation  or  history  has  taught 
us.  Christian  Geologists,  Chemists,  Philosophers,  and  Histori- 
ans have  not  loved  scientific  truth  as  truth  any  the  less  purely, 
or  followed  it  any  the  less  boldly  or  bravely  than  those  who 
were  not  Christian.  Nor  have  they,  when  other  things  were 
equal,  been  a  whit  less  diligent,  earnest,  and  successful,  than 
those  who  have  accepted  none  of  the  so-called  ^^  theological 
dogmas  or  Christian  traditions."  We  venture  to  affirm,  that 
when  other  things  were  equal,  they  have  been,  in  every  respect, 
better  philosophers  for  being  also  "  theologians ;''  more  broad 
and  more  profound  in  their  intellectual  activities  and  achieve- 
ments, and  immeasurably  more  noble  and  generous  in  their 
tempers  as  teachers  and  writers,  and  in  the  intercourse  of 
science  and  of  life. 

I^araday  was  no  less  enlightened  and  broad-minded  as  a 
chemical  philosopher  because  he  kept  his  Christian  faith  warm 
and  true  in  the  humblest  fashion.  Alexander  Humboldt  would 
have  been  wider-minded,  and  larger-hearted  as  a  thinker,  had 
he  not  so  timidly  shunned  those  religious  avowals  and  relig- 
ious sympathies,  which  his  brother  William  so  freely  expressed. 
"  They  that  deny  a  God,  destroy  man's  nobility,"  says  Bacon, 
and  Atheism  never  fails  to  develop  something  of  the  ignoble, 
whether  in  the  school,  the  salon,  or  the  beer-shop.  No  Athe- 
istic theory  or  Pantheistic  philosophy  was  ever  intellectually 
great,  or  aesthetically  noble. 
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The  question  is  not,  as  many  would  represent  it  to  be,  a  ques- 
tion between  the  interests  of  theology  and  religion  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  interests  of  scientific  culture  on  the  other,  but  it 
is  a  question  between  the  most  eflScient  methods  of  advancing 
both  science  and  culture.  We  contend,  for  the  reasons  already 
given,  that  a  religious  college  will,  if  all  else  is  equal,  in  the 
long  run,  do  more  for  science  and  culture  than  the  college 
which  sets  aside  or  makes  little  of  religious  influence  and  of 
Christian  truth.  Nor  is  it  a  question  whether  science  shall  be 
free  and  be  pursued  in  a  liberal  spirit,  or  whether  it  shall  be 
constrained  by  theological  prepossessions  and  be  limited  by 
Christian  dogmas  and  the  Christian  history.  We  contend  that 
the  Christian  investigator  is  pledged  by  the  very  spirit  of  his 
system  to  be  a  bold  and  fearless  follower  of  the  truth  wherever 
the  truth  shall  lead,  even  though  it  should  lead  him  to  the  re- 
jection of  any  part  or  the  whole  of  its  own  history  and  the- 
ology. It  is  simply  whether  true  culture  can  be  effectually 
received  without  moral  culture,  and  whether  moral  culture  can 
be  effectually  enforced  without  religious  motives,  and  whe- 
ther in  a  community  which  is  in  a  condition  of  eminent  expo- 
sure as  well  as  of  especial  promise.  Christian  influences  ought 
not  to  be  employed  with  the  utmost  possible  eflSciency. 

Fifth. — Religious  influences  and  religious  teaching  should 
be  employed  in  colleges,  in  order  to  exclude  and  counteract 
the  atheistic  tendencies  of  much  of  modem  science^  literature, 
and  culture. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  advantage  which  science 
and  culture  receive  when  they  are  truly  Christian.  We  can- 
not overlook  the  fact  that  not  a  little  of  science  and  culture 
at  present  is  conspicuously  an  ti- Christian.  Tinder  whatever  name 
this  exclusion  of  Christianity  is  known  or  under  whatever  dis- 
guise it  may  hide  itself,  its  existence  and  its  presence  cau  neither 
be  disguised  nor  denied.  Indeed,  science  in  many  of  its  forms 
does  and  must,  as  science,  take  a  position  which  is  theistic  or 
anti-theistic,  that  is,  which  in  principle  is  supernatural  or  antL 
supernatural,  which  includes  or  excludes  religious  faith  and 
worship.  In  much  of  the  teaching  that  is  appropriate  to  the 
college,  scientific  positions  must  be  taken  which,  by  logical 
necessity,  lead  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  consequences. 
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Every  educated  man  now-a-days  mast  either  accept  or  reject 
the  ill-disguised  materialism  of  Huxley ^  the  cerebralism  of 
Bain^  the  thin  and  vacillating  metaphysics  of  MiU^  the  evolu- 
tionism of  Herbert  Spencer^  with  its  demonstrated  impossibility 
of  a  positive  theism,  and  the  serene  fatalism  of  the  devotees  of 
Nature  or  of  the  Absolute.  In  History  every  man  must  take  or 
reject  the  atheistic  fatalism  of  Buckle.  In  Literature,  every 
one  must  accept  or  reject  the  worship  of  Genius,  or  the  worship 
of  God ;  the  self-centered  adoration  of  self-development,  or  the 
generous  self- forgetful ness  that  has  made  heroes  and  martyrs; 
the  imitation  of  Ooethe^  in  his  contentment  with  the  present, 
and  his  cool  submission  to  fate  or  the  imitation  of  all  Christian 
poets  and  critics  in  their  discontent  with  the  best  of  earth, 
and  their  ardent  out-reaching  to  what  is  hoped  for  in  the 
future  life.  There  are,  we  know,  multitudes  of  cultured  youth 
who  seek  to  evade  this  necessity  of  adopting  either  of  these 
antagonistic  theories  of  faith  and  of  life,  under  the  impression 
that  true  opinions  and  fixed  opinions  were  never  so  hard  as 
now  to  be  reached,  that  philosophy,  and  literature,  and  theology 
each  require  and  sanction  uncertainty  of  decision,  and  pro- 
tracted inquiry,  and  that  so  much  can  be  said  upon  each  of  these 
opposing  sides,  that  he  must  be  a  narrow  and  audacious  man 
who  decides  and  acts  too  soon.  The  plea  of  freedom  and 
tolerance  is  put  in  on  every  quarter,  and  the  dignity  and  duty 
of  positive  opinions  earnestly  held  is  too  generally  lost  sight 
of  among  men  of  the  most  refined  tastes,  and  the  loftiest  as- 
pirations. To  yield  to  this  solicitation  is  to  be,  for  the  time, 
practically  materialistic,  atheistic,  and  un-Christian,  and  the 
fashion  of  the  times  in  certain  circles  of  edncated  young  men, 
sets  strongly  in  this  direction.  Least  and  last  of  all,  would 
we  have  our  colleges  countenance  or  yield  to  such  a  fashion ! 
If  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  take  an  indifferent  posi- 
tion with  respect  to  their  influence,  that  position  must  be  prac- 
tically a  negative  position.  If  for  fear  of  losing  patronage, 
or  in  order  to  be  perfectly  tolerant  and  just,  they  shall  abstain 
from  exerting  any  positive  religious  influence,  they  must 
abstain  altogether  from  teaching  physiology,  psychology, 
metaphysics,  morals,  history,  and  literature,  for  all  of  these  do 
involve  what  is  called  a  theological  bias,  either  positive  or 
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negative,  in  any  way  in  which  they  can  be  taught.  The  question 
is  not  whether  the  college  shall,  or  shall  not,  teach  theology, 
but  what  theology  it  shall  teach, — theology  according  to  Comte 
and  Spencer,  or  according  to  Bacon  and  Christ,  theology  ac- 
cording to  Moses  and  Paul,  or  according  to  Buckle  and  Draper. 
For  a  college  to  hesitate  to  teach  theism  and  Christianity  is 
practically  to  proclaim  that  in  the  opinion  of  its  guardians  and 
teachers  the  questions  are  so  evenly  balanced  that  it  would  be 
unfair  for  them  to  throw  their  influence  on  either  side,  and 
thus  in  fact  to  throw  it  on  the  side  of  materialism,  fatalism,  or 
atheism. 

Such  a  position,  under  whatever  fair  pretences  it  is  taken, 
we  hold  not  only  to  be  dangerous  to  the  community  in  the 
present  crisis  of  opinion,  but  to  be  fearfully  and  fatally  crimi- 
nal. We  assume  that  the  guardians  and  patrons  of  every 
college  in  this  country  are  in  the  very  largest  proportion  posi- 
tively and  earnestly  theistic  and  Christian  in  their  own  faith. 
It  is  their  privilege  and  their  duty  to  use  the  means  within 
their  own  hands  to  arrest  and  stem  the  tendency  to  atheism 
and  anti-christianism  which  we  have  described.  They  are 
bound  to  do  this,  not  merely  as  theists  and  as  Christians,  but  as 
the  friends  of  science  and  culture.  This  they  can  do,  as  we 
shall  show,  without  departing  in  the  least  from  the  utmost  res- 
pect to  the  private  judgment  of  their  pupils,  and  without  in- 
curring the  suspicion  of  sectarianism  or  bigotry.  It  is  surely 
competent  for  the  guardians  of  these  colleges  to  judge  whether 
the  men  whom  they  select  are  or  are  not  possessed  of  the  tol- 
erance and  tact  which  may  be  required  to  avoid  reasonable 
occasions  of  offense.  If  all  opinions  should  have  a  hearing,  as 
they  ought,  let  theistic  teachers  be  selected  who  will  represent 
fairly  all  the  atheistic  and  anti-Christian  objections  and  diflScul- 
ties,  but  let  not  atheism  or  anti-Christianity  be  taught  in  any 
of  its  chairs,either  directly  or  indirectly,  either  in  the  form  of 
philosophy  or  theology,  or  in  the  guise  of  history,  literature, 
or  criticism.  To  claim  that  these  forms  of  opinion  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  is  to  claim  that  any  one  of  the  so-called  Ameri- 
can public,  and  any  score,  have  an  inalienable  right  that  any 
shade  of  opinion  which  he  or  they  may  hold,  should  be  taught 
in  some  one  of  the  chairs  of  a  college. 
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We  would  distin^aish  here  between  the  college  and  the  nni> 
versity.  The  disposition  to  confound  the  two  is  perpetually 
appearing  at  every  turn  of  this  discussion,  and  at  every  step 
of  our  progress,  not  merely  as  involving  the  intellectual  fallacy 
of  the  arnbiguous  middle^  but  the  practical  error  of  prescri- 
bing a  course  of  instruction  for  boys  which  is  only  suitable  for 
men.  The  college  is  a  training  place  for  minds  that  are  yet 
immature  in  the  elements  of  knowledge  and  culture.  The 
university  is  a  teaching  place  for  those  who  are  supposed  to 
have  been  trained  to  the  capacities  and  responsibilities  of  in- 
cipient manhood.  Whatever  freedom  may  be  claimed  for  the 
university  in  teaching  and  learning,  does  not  sanction  a  simi- 
lar freedom  in  the  college.  We  are  not  prepared  to  allow, 
that  even  in  the  university  every  shade  of  opinion  should  have  a 
hearing,  under  the  countenance  of  its  guardians^  and  with  the 
sanction  of  their  consent.  The  tolerance  of  free  speech  and 
free  discussion  we  would  defend  to  the  last  degree.  The  cour- 
tesies of  fair  and  dispassionate  controversy  we  would  enforce  with 
the  utmost  scrupulousness,  but  we  are  not  required  by  these 
duties  to  set  in  the  chair  of  authorized  teaching,  even  in  a 
free  university,  the  representatives  of  every  shade  of  litera- 
ry opinion,  or  of  anti-reh'gious  philosophy.  We  acknowledge 
it  is  not  alway  easy  to  apply  these  general  principles.  It  ia 
not  easy  to  say  how  far  a  man's  philosophical  or  religious  creed 
should  be  considered  as  an  objection  to  his  holding  a  collie 
or  university  chair,  but  the  principle  holds  good  that  at  what- 
ever sacrifice,  the  college  at  least  should  maintain  a  positive 
religious  influence  and  character. 

These  thoughts  lead  us  to  our  next  inquiry,  by  what  means 
is  this  to  be  done  ?  What  methods  of  influence  may  be  em- 
ployed ?  and  within  what  limits  may  they  be  applied  ?  We 
cannot,  as  we  have  just  suggested,  be  required  to  discuss  or  to 
answer  these  and  the  like  questions  any  more  than  when  we 
lay  down  certain  fundamental  principles  and  rules  of  duty,  we 
can  anticipate  all  the  refinements  of  casuistry.  The  following 
points  are  clear.  The  college  should  maintain  public  Christian 
worship,  and  this  should  be  conducted  in  an  earnest,  positive 
manner.  It  should  give  positive  Christian  instruction  con- 
oerning  the  evidence  and  truths  of  theism  and  Christianity. 
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It  should  by  the  influence  and  activities  of  its  teachers  favor 
an  active  Christian  life.  It  should  pervade  all  the  teaching 
which  admits  it  with  a  distinct  and  earnest  recognition  of 
Christian  truth.  At  the  same  time,  as  we  have  already  ex- 
plained, the  collie  is  professedly  and  primarily  a  place  for  in- 
tellectual culture.  To  intellectual  culture  the  chief  energies  of 
instructors  and  pupils  should  be  given.  All  the  conditions 
required  for  successful  study  should  be  furnished.  Among 
these  are  prominent,  perfect  tolerance  of  any  form  of  religious 
opinion,  encouragement  to  the  utmost  freedom  of  reading  and 
inquiry,  and  the  inculcation  of  the  bravest  confidence  in  the 
authority  of  evidence,  and  the  application  of  a  critical  judg- 
ment. 

The  point  of  the  greatest  delicacy  is  a  point  upon  which  no 
fixed  rules  can  be  established,  and  that  is  how  far  the  religious 
opinions  and  character  of  a  person  should  be  considered  in 
estimating  his  qualifications  for  the  post  of  teacher.  Such  a 
question  as  this  cannot  be  settled  in  a  general  way,  or  by 
prescribed  formulsB.  There  are  manifold  peculiarities  of 
personal  character,  besides  learning  or  even  aptness  to 
teach,  which  render  an  individual  a  very  suitable  or  a  very^ 
unsuitable  member  of  a  coll^re  faculty.  There  are  many 
well  instructed,  and  very  eminent  men,  who  are  withal  very 
earnest  religionists,  who  by  the  very  indiscretion  and  overplus 
of  their  zeal,  are  totally  disqualified  for  a  place  in  a  college. 
There  are  men,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sensitiveness  of  whose 
conscience,  and  the  hesitation  of  whose  temper,  make  their 
"inquiring  spirit"  and  their  "honest  doubts"  express  infi- 
nitely more  of  religious  earnestness  and  of  religious  power,  than 
the  plump  and  unhesitating  orthodoxy  of  many  a  coarse- 
minded  and  hard  favored  dogmatist.  There  are  some  chairs 
the  instruction  of  which  cannot  be  affected  by  the  faith  or  the 
character  of  the  incumbent.  There  are  other  chairs,  which 
an  anti-Christian  sophist  or  a  velvet-footed  infidel  might  per- 
vert to  the  most  disastrous  uses.  If  the  principle  and  duty  be 
acknowledged  for  which  we  contend,  the  application  may  be 
safely  entrusted  to  the  wise  discretion  of  those  whose  business 
it  is  to  decide  upon  individual  cases.  * 

Against  the  view  which  we  have  taken,  manifold  objectionB 
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may  be  oflTered.     One  of  the  raost  formidable  is,  that  if    the 
colleges  are  positively  religious  infetitntions,   they   most    be 
necessarily  sectarian.    This  does  not  follow.     A  sectarian    or 
denominational  college  is  a  college  conducted  with  reference 
to  the  interests  of   a   single   denomination.     Its   distinctive 
doctrines,  its  forms  of  worship,  its  peculiar  religious  spirit,  are 
all  made  prominent,  as  fundamentally  Christian,  as  alone  au- 
thorized, or  as  preeminently  excellent.     Such  colleges   may 
sometimes  be  needed  for  the  prestige  of  the  denomination, 
or  to  guard  its  youth  against  being  drawn  from  its  fold.     The 
lamentable  and  unjustifiable  divisions  among  Christians  may 
therefore  involve  the  necessity  of  a  few  colleges  that  are  dis- 
tinctively and  avowedly  sectarian.     But  the  foundation  or  the 
conducting  of  a  college  in  the  interests  of  a  single  denomi- 
nation has  not  generally  been  successful,  for  the  reason   that 
the  culture  which  collijges  impart  is,  in  its  nature,  liberalizing; 
and  that  to  Christian  earnestness,  when  instructed  by  Christian 
learning,  the  exclnsiveness  of    any  Protestant  sect  becomes 
almost  invariably  distasteful.      Just  in  proportion  as  the  col- 
lege becomes  eminent  in  its  culture,  just  in  that  proportion 
does  it  lose  sight  of  any  single  sect  and  denomination,  and 
take  in  to  its  larger  view  the  common  relations  of  all  to  cul- 
ture and  to  Christ.     A  truly  religious  college  cannot,  in  our 
opinion,  be  eminently  sectarian,  and  yet  be  true  to  its  appro- 
priate function,  by  yielding  itself  up  to  the  inflnence  of  the 
science,  art,  and  culture  which  it  is  appointed  to  promote. 
However  strictly  it  may  be  held  by  its  character  to  the  name 
or  the  organization  of  any  single  denomination,  it  will  outgrow 
all  narrowing  relations  to  it,  or  make  its  denomination  out- 
grow them,  just  as  fast  as  it  grows  at  all. 

If  this  be  so,  then  why  should  it  be  attached  to  any  one 
denomination, — why  should  it  not  be  the  common  property 
of  many,  or  the  common  property  of  none?  We  reply,  a  col- 
lege in  which  several  denominations  have  an  equal  interest, 
will  inevitably  be  divided  and  dishonored  by  ignoble  sectarian 
strifes.  The  several  denominations  which  hold  it  in  com- 
mon will  regard  each  other  with  that  "eternal  vigilance" 
which  in  such  cases  easily  degenerates  into  perpetual 
suspicion ;  its  oflScers  will  be  elected,  its  policy  will  be  deter- 
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mined,  with  a  judgment  divided  between  the  interests  of  the 
college  and  the  interests  of  the  sect.  Some  of  the  most  dis- 
graceful exhibitions  of  sectarian  wrangling  and  craft  of  a  reli- 
gious sort  that  this  country  has  ever  witnessed,  have  occurred 
in  the  history  of  colleges  which  have  been  the  joint  property 
of  two  or  three  denominations. 

But  why  not  let  them  be  the  property  of  none?  This  can 
only  happen  as  the  board  of  trust  and  management  is  made 
up  partially  or  wholly  of  members  who  have  no  religious  pre- 
ferences at  all.  Or  why  not  solve  the  problem  by  throwing 
the  college  upon  the  endowments  and  the  care  of  the  State  ? 
The  objection  to  either  of  these  arrangements,  so  far  as  the 
religious  relations  and  character  of  the  college  is  concerned, 
is  that  it  will  immediately  become  the  object  of  the  ambition, 
or  the  victim  of  the  strife  of  some  one  or  more  religious  sects, 
with  the  never  ending  discussions  which  must  inevitably  fol- 
low ;  or  it  will  have  no  religious  character  at  all.  In  the  present 
divided  condition  of  Christendom,  there  seems  to  be  no  solution 
of  the  problem,  except  the  one  which  has  been  accepted  in 
this  country,  viz.,  that  the  college  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
some  single  religious  denomination,  in  order  to  secure  unity 
and  effect  to  its  religious  character  and  influence,  and  that  it 
should  be  preserved  from  sectarian  bias  and  illiberality,  by  its 
responsibility  to  the  community  which  it  would  influence, 
and  the  enlightening  and  catholic  influence  of  the  culture  to 
which  it  is  devoted. 

We  see  no  alternative  between  this  and  the  abandonment  of 
any  special  and  efficient  religious  influence,  i.  e.,  the  complete 
secularization  of  the  college.  For  this  alternative  many  lead- 
ing minds  are  already  prepared ;  more  than  are  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge There  are  not  a  few  who  contrast  what  they  call 
ihopeoph^s  coUegee^  or  the  state  colleges^  with  what  they  choose 
to  designate  as  sectarian  colleges^  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
latter, — who  do  not  desire  that  the  college  should  have  any 
positively  Christian  influence,  either  because  they  do  not  be- 
lieve it  has  any  place  there,  or  because  they  would  attract  stu- 
dents from  those  who  have  no  positive  religious  faith  for  them- 
selves, or  desire  none  for  their  children.  That  these  views  are 
incorrect    we   have  endeavored  to  prove,  by  our  argument. 

VOL.  xxvm.  '^  49 
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We  have  only  to  add,  that  as  between  terms  of  reproach,  if 
aectoHan  is  fairly  charged  on  the  one  side,  godless  may  be  as 
fairly  retorted  on  the  other,  and  if  a  purely  secular  college 
will  attract  a  certain  portion  of  the  community,  positively  re- 
ligious colleges  will  attract  another.  If  the  two  sorts  of  col- 
leges are  fairly  tried,  the  fruits  of  the  two  will  be  made  mani- 
fest. It  will  be  seen  after  a  generation,  whether  Christianized 
science,  art,  and  literature,  has  any  advantage  over  that  which 
is  nn-Christian  or  non-Christian ;  whether  the  education  and 
culture  that  are  elevated  by  the  Christian  faith,  has  any  ad- 
vantage over  that  which  is  secular  and  atheistic.  One  thing 
is  certain,  that  all  the  experiments  which  have  been  tried 
in  this  country  to  conduct  institutions  of  learning  without 
Christian  worship  and  Christian  influences,  have  failed  ;  that  all 
the  so-called  State  colleges  have,  in  some  sort,  been  forced  to 
adopt,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  same  methods  of  relig- 
ious influence  which  are  employed  in  the  Christian  collies  ; 
that  in  the  choice  of  their  officers,  they  have  largely  given  the 
preference  to  men  of  positive  and  earnest  Christian  faith,  for 
their  greater  usefulness  as  teachers,  and  their  greater  accept- 
ableness  to  the  community.  Those  who  believe  that  the 
Christian  argument  has  been  nearly  exhausted,  and  the  Chris- 
tian history  has  been  demonstrated  to  be  impossible,  and  must  be 
regarded  as  practically  false, — that  the  Christ  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  but  a  human  ideal,  with  no  personal  authority,  will  of 
course,  in  the  light  of  their  advanced  opinions,  be  willing  to 
repeat  the  experiment  under  what  they  consider  more  favor- 
able auspices,  but  they  cannot  ask  those  to  believe  in  its  suc- 
cess, who  hold  another  theory  of  religion  and  Christianity. 

We  are  reminded  here  of  another  topic  which  has  been 
more  or  less  distinctly  discusssed  by  and  before  the  American 
public — whether  the  instruction  am.d  government  of  the  Ameri- 
can colleges  has  not  been  too  largely  entrusted  to  clergymen  f 
Clergymen,  it  is  said,  must,  by  the  very  nature  and  influence 
of  their  profession,  be  essentially  artificial  and  one-sided. 
They  cannot  and  they  ought  not  to  be  "  men  of  the  world  "  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  phrase,  that  is,  they  cannot  judge  of  men 
as  they  are,  with  fairness  and  discrimination,  for  the  reason  that 
all  men  present  themselves  to  their  view  in  a  constrained  atti- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1869.]  H^  American  Colleges  and  the  American  Pvhlic.  769 

tade  and  under  an  artificial  light,  and  they  in  their  turn  must 
look  at  men  through  highly  refracting  media.  Tliey  usually 
want  tact  and  delicacy  in  the  management  of  men.  They  do 
not  approach  them  with  that  skill  which  can  only  be  acquired 
by  a  large  experience  under  a  great  variety  of  circumstances. 
They  are  also  not  usually  good  men  of  business,  and  ought, 
therefore,  not  to  be  intrusted  with  the  investment  and  care  of  the 
large  sums  of  money  which  are  required  for  the  support  of  a 
college.  They  are  not  abreast  with  the  advancements  of  mod- 
ern science,  and  unlikely  to  be  abreast  with  the  culture  which 
is  required  by  the  present  generation.  For  these  and  other 
reasons  it  is  urged  they  ought  not  to  constitute  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  boards  of  instruction  and  management  as  they 
have  done  in  the  majority  of  our  colleges. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  assert  that  in  some  cases  there  is  not 
reason  for  these  criticisms.  But  we  can  assert  with  considera- 
ble confidence  that  it  would  bo  difi&cult  to  show  in  any  indi- 
vidual case  that  where  clergymen  have  failed,  either  as  mem- 
bers of  a  college  faculty  or  of  a  board  of  trustees,  laymen 
would  have  succeeded.  The  relation  of  one  of  these  boards  to 
the  other  is  so  different  in  different  colleges  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  reason  from  failure  or  success  in  one  case  to  failure 
or  success  in  another.  In  some  colleges  the  faculty  have  little 
influence  in  the  policy  and  appointments.  In  others  one  or 
two  individuals,  either  lay  or  clerical,  very  largely  determine 
both.  The  success  or  failure  of  many  institutions  seems  to  be 
occasioned  by  excellences  or  defects  which  are  individual 
rather  than  professional. 

There  are  several  obvious  reasons,  however,  why  clergymen 
have  been,  and  must  still  continue  to  be,  intrusted  very  largely 
with  duties  and  responsibilities  of  this  kind.  In  the  first 
place,  most  of  the  colleges  have  originated  in  the  most  thank- 
less and  self-sacrificing  services.  To  services  of  this  kind  cler- 
gymen are  consecrated  by  the  vows  and  the  spirit  of  their 
profession.  The  labor,  self-denial,  and  disinterested  toil  which 
have  been  required  to  lay  the  foundations  and  rear  the  super- 
structure of  the  most  successful  colleges  of  this  country  can- 
not be  too  easily  estimated.  To  a  very  large  extent  these  have 
been  endured  and  rendered  by  clergymen.    The  care,  inquiry, 
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invention,  and  correspondence,  the  personal  toil  and  sacrifice 
which  devolve  npon  those  who  act  as  trustees  of  an  infant  and 
often  of  a  well-established  college  are  snch  that  few  persons 
except  clergymen  are  willing  to  undertake  them.  Clergymen 
may  not  always  be  good  men  of  business,  but  they  generally 
know  who  are  such,  and  have  generally  the  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  to  ask  the  advice  and  to  defer  to  the  decisions 
of  those  who  are,  which  is  more  than  can  always  be  said  of 
laymen  who  are  called  to  duties  and  trusts  to  which  they  are 
not  competent.  Hence,  with  the  best  intentions  and  with 
far  greater  experience  in  afiairs  generally,  laymen  fail  where 
clergymen  succeed.  As  to  defect  ol  tact  or  power  of  adapta- 
tion, especially  in  the  management  of  men,  an  excess  of  tact 
has  not  unfrequently  been  charged  upon  the  clergy.  Clerical 
art  and  finesse  have  in  not  a  few  cases  become  proverbial  as 
grounds  of  reproach. 

Clergymen  are  far  more  commonly  interested  in  matters  of 
education  than  laymen,  by  reason  of  a  certain  breadth  of  cul- 
ture and  generosity  of  disposition  which  are  the  results  of  Chris- 
tian science.  Though  the  idola  tribus  may  exact  from  them 
a  devotion  which  is  sometimes  narrow  and  exclusive,  yet  their 
profession  is  from  its  very  nature,  as  we  have  shown,  the  most 
liberalizing  of  all,  irom  the  common  relation  it  involves  to  other 
branches  of  knowledge  and  from  the  habit  of  seeking  for  the 
foundations  of  truth  which  the  study  of  God  and  religion  in- 
duces. It  is  but  the  simple  truth  to  say  that  there  is  many  a 
country  clergyman,  whose  income  is  counted  by  hundreds 
where  that  of  his  classmate  lawyer  and  judge  is  counted  by 
thousands,  who  knows  incalculably  more  of  science  as  such 
and  of  the  way  to  learn  and  to  teach  it  than  the  aforesaid  judge 
or  lawyer,  whose  reputation  is  the  very  highest  in  his  profes- 
sion. The  professional  studies  of  the  clergymen  do  also  very 
emphatically  involve  and  cultivate  a  sympathy  with  literature 
of  all  kinds.  The  practice  of  composition  and  of  public  speak- 
ing upon  elevated  themes,  involves  more  or  less  interest  in  the 
study  of  language  and  in  works  of  imaginative  literature. 
The  clergy  as  such  have,  at  least  in  this  country,  a  more  pro- 
nounced and  catholic  literary  taste  than  the  members  of  any 
other  profession.     They  constitute,  indeed,  to  a  very  large 
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extent,  the  literary  class — the  class  who  furnish  most  fre- 
quently public  addresses,  essays,  reviews,  and  pamphlets.  Ed- 
ucated lawyers,  physicians,  and  merchants  write  very  little  in 
comparison  with  them,  and  are  mut,h  less  fequently  readers 
beyond  the  range  of  their  own  profession. 

The  reason  why  clergymen  are  so  generally  selected  as 
professors  and  teachers  in  colleges,  is  two-fold :  First,  t  hat  the 
men  best  qualified  by  special  culture  are  oftener  found  in  the 
clerical  profession ;  and,  second,  that  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing is  akin  to  that  of  the  clergyman  in  the  smallness  of  its 
pay  and  the  unselfish  patience  which  it  involves.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  not  usually  true,  so  far  as  we  have  observed,  that 
there  is  not  a  sufficiently  large  number  of  laymen  in  the 
faculties  and  boards  of  trust  to  correct  the  one-sidedness  and 
to  supplement  the  defects  of  their  clerical  colleagues.  We 
have  never  observed  that  there  was  in  such  boards  any  jeal- 
ousy of  lay  cooperation,  any  disposition  to  foster  a  clerical 
spirit  or  any  one-sided  results  from  clerical  supervision.  The 
cloistered,  scholastic  and  pedantic  influences  of  t}ie  college 
which  are  sometimes  complained  of,  so  far  as  there  are  any, 
usually  proceed  from  lay  professors,  who  have  never  known 
anything  but  a  scholar's  life.  The  doctoree  umbratilea  of  the 
American  colleges  are  more  frequently  laymen. 

The  relations  of  the  colleges  to  the  commmiity  are  those  of 
partially  endowed  beneficent  instittctionsy  which  are  designed 
to  confer  important  benefits  upon  the  young.  For  the  faithful 
and  successful  discharge  of  their  duties,  the  instructors  are 
directly  responsible  to  the  managers  or  trustees,  and  both  are 
indirectly  responsible  to  the  public.  Many  of  the  beneficent 
results  which  these  institutions  propose  to  accomplish  are  not 
immediately  obvious.  The  adaptation  of  the  means  to  the 
ends  proposed  is  not  always  easy  to  be  seen,  and  as  a  general 
rule  can  be  judged  and  estimated  only  by  a  few.  When 
the  results  do  not  seem  to  be  the  best  conceivable,  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  say  whether  any  other  training  or  appliances 
would  have  wrought  results  so  good.  The  training  of  an  indi- 
vidual youth  in  a  liberal  spirit  to  the  capacity  and  the  desire 
to  be  a  useful  public  man,  either  in  the  exercise  of  a  profession 
or  in  any  leading  position,  is  a  matter  concerning  which  the 
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experience  of  the  past  shoald  be  most  caatioaslj  re^i^arded.  It 
should  be  committed  to  enterprising  men,  indeed,  who  are  not 
afraid  of  innovation  or  reform,  but  who  are  also  far-seeing, 
thoughtful,  and  self-relying.  Extemporaneous  and  flippant 
dogmatism  and  ambitious  and  satirical  criticism  by  bold  adven- 
turers or  uncultivated  Philistines  are  especially  out  of  place  in 
discussions  concerning  such  trusts  or  the  persons  who  manage 
them.  They  do  not  deserve  to  be  heeded  except  for  their 
power  to  mislead  the  confiding  public.  Though,  in  one  sense, 
the  managers  of  colleges  need  not  ask  the  advice  of  the  public, 
because  they  know  and  understand,  better  than  the  public  can, 
the  duties  with  which  they  are  intrusted;  yet,  in  another 
sense,  they  ought  never  to  forget  that,  if  they  do  not  retain 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to 
be  of  service  to  the  public.  If  the  community  do  not  value  the 
training  and  the  instruction  which  they  give,  they  cannot 
benefit  it,  and  they  might  as  well  not  exist.  And  yet,  as  we 
have  observed,  the  public  are  not  competent  to  judge  directly 
of  many,  not  to  say  of  most,  of  the  questions  involved. 

It  is  most  fortunate  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  col- 
leges have  always  had  one  resource.  They  have  usually  been 
able  to  rely  upon  their  own  graduates.  These  act  as  inter- 
nuneii  between  the  colleges  and  the  public  whenever  there  is 
occasion  for  explanation  or  danger  of  a  misunderstanding. 
In  times  of  a  conflict  between  the  two,  the  alumni  of  a  pow- 
erful college  are,  indeed,  as  ^^  arrows  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty 
man."  "  Happy  is  the  '  college '  that  hath  its  quiver  full  of 
them ;  they  shaU  speak  with  the  enemies  m  the  gate,^^  The 
graduates  of  the  American  colleges  are  their  glory  and  their 
strength.  They  are  their  glory ^  so  far  as  they  show,  by  men- 
tal power,  by  varied  acquirements,  and  accomplished  culture, 
what  their  Al/ma  Mater  has  done  for  them,  either  by  her  un- 
welcome restraints  and  hard  duties,  or  by  those  influences  that 
were  more  genial  in  their  operation  and  are  more  delightful 
in  the  remembrance.  They  are  their  strength^  so  far  as  they 
are  distinctly  conscious  of  the  benefits  which  they  derived  from 
the  college,  and  are  forward  to  acknowledge  them.  The  col- 
leges of  this  country  have  nothing  to  fear,  so  long  as  the 
majority  of  their  pupils  continue  to  confide  in  their  systems 
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of  discipline  and  instruction,  and  in  the  men  who  administer 
them.  It  is  true  that  the  college  or  nniversitj,  all  the  world 
over,  is  the  object  of  special  regard  to  those  whom  they  have 
trained,  bat  the  colleges  of  America  have  the  strongest  con- 
ceivable hold  upon  the  affection  of  their  pupils,  from  the 
intimacy  of  the  associations  which  are  here  fixed  and  inter- 
woven, as  well  as  from  the  sense  of  the  value  of  the  discipline 
here  received.  These  alumni,  it  is  true,  retain  and  somewhat 
liberally  exercise  the  traditional  privileges  of  all  children,  freely 
to  criticise  the  ways  of  the  household.  They  retain  vivid  recol- 
lections of  the  tedium  of  many  of  the  college  tasks,  and  the 
unwelcome  character  of  some  of  its  exercises.  Nor  do  they 
always  weigh  the  import  of  what  they  say,  or  are  they  always 
very  confident  of  the  justice  of  the  criticisms  which  they 
unthinkingly  utter.  Sometimes  their  fault-finding  is  but  the 
result  of  their  jealous  regard  for  the  honor  of  their  college 
and  an  indirect  expression  of  the  fervor  of  their  zeal  for  its 
abundant  prosperity. 

The  alumni  are  greatly  mistaken  if  they  ever  suppose  that  the 
trustees  or  faculty  are  indifferent  to  their  good  opinion,  or  de- 
light to  trifle  with  it.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  not  only 
most  desirous*  to  have  it,  but  they  are  sensible  that  if  they 
lose  it  they  must  lose  their  hold  upon  the  public  at  large.  At 
the  same  time,  as  honest  men,  they  will  be  more  anxious  to 
deserve  than  to  gain  their  favor,  and  they  would  act  most  out 
of  character  should  they  strive  to  attain  it  by  any  sort  of  edu- 
cational charlatanry  or  any  varnish  of  superficial  culture. 
They  are  not  only  willing  to  hear,  but  they  are  most  ready  to 
regard  whatever  suggestions  may  be  made  in  respect  to  any 
improvements  in  the  college  system.  But  some  of  them  are 
not  prepared  to  initiate  or  follow  any  headlong  rivalship  for 
numbers  which  may  be  proposed,  or  to  sacrifice  their  matured 
convictions  at  the  dictation  of  editorial  demagogues,  or  at  the 
direction  of  the  self  styled  "  spirit  of  the  age." 

It  is  their  duty  to  desire,  and  we  believe  they  do  desire  to 
be  brought  into  the  most  intimate  communication  and  sympa- 
thy with  their  graduates,  and  that  the  graduates  themselves 
should  feel  that  the  college  is  their  own;  not  as  their  property 
for  capricious  experiments  and  hazardous  speculations,  but  as 
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their  triMt  for  wise  support  and  admiDistration  in  behalf  of 
the  interests  of  their  country  and  of  mankind.  The  import- 
ance of  the  colleges,  as  organized  centers  of  the  most  valuable 
species  of  power,  cannot  be  estimated  too  extravagantly.  The 
man  who  feels  any  obligation  to  act  upon  his  fellow-men  for 
their  good  can  scarcely  find  a  place  where  his  influence  can  be 
so  extensively  felt  with  respect  to  the  most  important  inter- 
ests as  through  a  college  that  has  a  mature  and  established 
growth.  Oxford  and  Cambridge  are  more  powerful  in  Eng- 
land at  this  moment  than  the  Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the 
Queen  together.  As  permanent  and  enduring  institutions,  they 
are  more  lasting  than  dynasties,  and  have  survived  revolutions. 
If  the  alumni  of  the  American  colleges  could  but  appreciate  the 
dignity  and  duty  of  this  trust,  the  country  and  mankind  would 
have  occasion  to  bless  them,  and  they  would  have  occasion  to 
bless  their  own  noble  beneficence. 

The  wish  has  been  expressed  that  this  real  trust,  which  is, 
in  fact,  committed  to  these  alumni,  should  be  made  more 
formal  and  official,  that  the  alumni  should  undertake  the  ac- 
tual management  of  the  concerns  of  the  colleges,  by  electing 
their  trustees  in  whole  or  in  part.  Such  a  measure  has  been  in 
part  introduced  at  Harvard,  and  an  election  is  now  held  at 
every  commencement,  by  which  a  class  of  the  hoard  of  over- 
seers  are  chosen  by  the  direct  votes  of  the  graduates  who  are 
present.  The  movement  in  Harvard  did  not  originate,  as  we 
understand  the  matter,  in  any  special  desire  of  the  alumni  to 
take  a  mora  direct  part  in  its  administration,  but  it  was  adopted 
to  deliver  the  college  from  the  interference  of  a  troublesome 
class  of  political  and  sectarian  intermeddlers  who  were  con- 
stantly introducing  into  their  deliberations,  held  in  public,  all 
manner  of  uncomfortable  insinuations  and  appeals,  intended 
quite  as  much  for  the  arena  of  political  and  religions  parties 
as  for  their  relation  to  the  internal  economy  of  the  university. 
The  board  of  overseers,  though  a  numerous  body,  has  only  a 
confirming  and  visitorial  power.  The  corporation  of  the  uni- 
versity, as  is  well  known,  is  a  very  small  body,  and  has  within 
its  hands  the  chief,  and  as  some  contend  the  sole,  authority. 
This  remains  intact  upon  its  old  historic  foundation.  But 
the  movement  thus  initiated  has  extended  to  other  colleges 
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« 
and  propositions  have  been  made, — and  in  one  instance,  at 

least,  adopted,  to  give  to  the  alnmni  a  similar  power  of  elect- 
ing by  classes,  at  intervals,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  a  board  of 
trustees.  By  some,  snch  participation  is  claimed  as  a  right 
by  others  it  is  recommended  as  politic.  We  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  this  question  here,  for  any  arguments  concerning  the 
principle  or  the  details  of  such  a  measure  would  be  entirely  out 
of  place.  We  have  mentioned  it  as  one  among  many  indica- 
tions that  the  alumni  of  many  of  the  colleges  are  awakening 
to  a  more  lively  interest  in  their  concerns,  and  we  hope 
to  a  more  serious  sense  of  personal  responsibility  for  their 
prosperity.  We  believe  that  the  discussion  of  this  and  of 
every  other  subject  which  respects  their  external  or  their  in- 
ternal relations  will  be  for  their  good.  We  deprecate  only 
that  this  or  any  other  question  should  be  discussed  with  the 
spirit  or  debased  by  the  arts  of  demagogues,  or  that  the  results 
of  any  discussion  should  tend  to  drive  from  these  venerable 
seats  of  sound  learning  the  studies  and  the  arts  which  make 
men  solidly  great  or  nobly  good.  Tha4i  college  does  not  de- 
serve to  Uve  which  would  not  welcome  the  counsel  and  accept 
the  guidance  of  the  choicest  of  its  sons.  We  believe,  moreover, 
that  there  are  few  American  colleges  which  have  any  charac- 
ter or  age  of  which  the  majority  of  its  trustees  is  not  of  its  own 
graduates.  The  only  question  is,  whether  these  boards  are 
not  at  present  so  organized  as  to  secure  an  adequate  repre- 
sentation of  the  feelings  and  judgment  of  the  alumni.  It  is  a 
still  more  serious  question,  whether  the  uncertainties  of  a  chance 
nomination,  from  a  constituency  that  changes  every  year, 
would  not  on  trial  give  eminent  dissatisfaction  to  the  alumni — 
whether  it  would  not  awaken  jealousies  and  strifes  which  would 
divide  their  opinions  and  weaken  their  affection  instead  of 
uniting  their  efforts  and  kindling  their  enthusiasm. 

A  self-perpetuating  board  of  trustees,  resting  on  some  his- 
toric basis,  with  a  traditional  spirit,  acting  in  relations  of  con- 
fidence and  free  communication  with  the  board  of  instructors, 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  alumni, 
and  cannot,  if  they  would,  refuse  to  be  affected  by  them.  The 
chance  nomination  and  election  of  one  or  more  representatives 
by  a  body  organized  for  an  hour,  and  changing  in  its  members 
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very  considerably  every  year,  mi^ht  open  the* way  to  constant 
dissatisfaction  and  personal  discussion,  and  shonld  not  be  re- 
sorted to  except  after  grave  deliberation  and  inquiry.  The 
alumni  of  an  institution  which  has  prospered  under  any  system 
of  organization  and  government,  may  well  be  content  with 
its  constitution  and  history.  If  any  college  has  failed  to  ex- 
plain its  condition  fully  and  frankly  to  its  alumni,  from  motives 
of  delicacy  or  for  any  other  reason,  let  it  freely  and  frequently 
open  to  the  whole  body  its  position,  its  policy,  its  wants,  and 
its  fears,  in  the  frankness  and  freedom  which  are  suitable  to  a 
family  £athering,  and  it  cannot  fail  to  command  the  confi- 
dence and  to  receive  the  sympathy  of  all  the  generous  and 
noble-minded  of  its  sons. 

Criticisms  and  complaints  are  also  beginning  to  be  heard  in 
another  direction.*  It  is  contended  that  in  this  country  the 
colleges  have  unwittingly  departed  from  the  original  significa- 
tion of  Fellows  ;  these,  in  the  colleges  of  England,  having  been 
originally  resident  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  governing,  as 
well  as  of  teaching  the  college.  It  is  urged  that,  in  substitut- 
ing for  such  Fellows  a  body  of  persons,  who  may  themselves 
have  been  uneducated  at  a  college,  and  many  of  whom  have  had 
little  or  no  experience  of  its  instruction  and  government,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  the  faculty  except  the  president,  we  have 
weakened  too  greatly  the  influence  of  the  instructors.  We 
call  attention  to  these  criticisms  for  their  relation  to  one  most 
important  condition  of  the  prosperity  of  any  college.  This  is 
is  the  maintenance  of  a  full  understanding  and  complete  har- 
mony between  the  board  of  trust  and  the  faculty  or  faculties 
of  instruction.  It  is  of  little  consequence  what  may  be  the 
legal  privileges  and  powers  of  the  three  great  elements  of  col- 
lege administration  and  legislation,  provided  they  conspire  to- 


*  We  ought,  rather,  to  say  that  a  moTement  in  this  direction  has  been  reviyed. 
Id  1824  a  memorial  was  addressed  to  the  corporation  of  Hanrard  nniyersity, 
signed  by  all  the  professors,  among  whom  were  Henry  Ware,  Andrews  Norton, 
and  Edward  Everett,  urging  that,  according  to  the  original  constitution  and  de- 
sign of  the  charter,  the  Board  of  Fellows  should  consist  of  resident  instructora» 
and  giving  many  reasons  why  snch  an  arrangement  would  be  most  advanta-> 
geous  to  the  university.  It  failed  after  having  given  birth  to  a  half  score  of  able 
and  spirited  pamphlets. 
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gether  for  its  support.  A  college  in  which  the  trustees,  the 
graduates,  and  the  faculty  are  of  one  mind,  and  work  in  har- 
mony and  mutual  confidence,  cannot  but  prosper,  provided 
there  is  any  occasion  for  its  existing  at  all. 

The  charge  has  not  unfrequently  been  urged  against  the 
American  colleges,  by  some  portions  of  the  American  public, 
that  they  are  bound  so  rigidly  by  the  traditions  of  the  past,  as 
to  be  incapable  of  those  improvements  which  are  required  by 
the  changing  phases  of  the  present  generation.  No  charge  is 
more  untrue  or  unfounded.  The  oldest  of  these  colleges  were 
not  in  the  beginning  servilely  copied  from  the  colleges  of  the 
old  world,  though  founded  at  a  time  and  by  men  who  rev- 
erenced the  traditions  of  the  venerable  schools  in  which  they 
themselves  had  been  trained.  In  their  original  constitution 
they  were  adapted  to  the  conditi<m  and  wants  of  the  commu- 
nities for  which  they  were  provided,  and  in  their  growth  and 
development  they  have  undergoncgsuccessive  transformations, 
according  to  the  shaping  spirit  of  successive  generations.  We 
have  not  designed  to  protest  against  reforms  in  the  college 
system  or  in  its  administration.  We  are  quite  willing  to 
admit  that  some  are  imperatively  required.  We  are  not  dis- 
pleased that  questions  concerning  them  should  be  freely  dis- 
cussed by  any  class  of  thinkers  or  writers,  or  before  any  tri- 
bunal. We  insist  only  that  the  tribunal  should  be  competent 
to  judge  of  these  questions,  and  that  the  parties  who  discuss 
the  subject  should  have  clear  and  just  conceptions  of  the  ends 
of  higher  education,  and  some  experience  concerning  the 
means  by  which  these  ends  can  be  most  successfully  attained. 
The  recent  agitation  of  these  questions  which  has  occasioned  this 
series  of  papers,  will,  we  are  confident,  result  only  in  advant- 
age to  the  higher  education  of  the  country,  by  calling  atten- 
tion to  those  reforms  which  the  colleges  require,  and  by  vindi- 
cating their  essential  features  from  the  objections  of  shallow 
and  ill-informed  critics. 

We  are  in  no  sense  averse  to  the  development  of  the  college 
into  a  university.  We  believe  this  to  be  desirable  and  possible, 
with  enterprise,  patience,  money,  and  time.  But  we  are 
opposed  to  the  employment  of  university  instruction,  and  of 
university  freedom  and  irresponsibility  for  classes  which  re- 
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qnire  the  dL^pTine  of  the  colle^  To  introdace  the  optioQ.  of 
the  nnirepritr,  or  the  lectures  of  Ae  mitiersiu.  to  papOs  who 
«ie  jjronnded  in  nothing  but  in  a  conceit  of  their  »de|nacy  to 
grapple  with  anj  snTjjeet,  and  who  are  impelled  by  a?pintioc» 
to  arrive  speedilj  at  the  goal  without  traTelni«r  over  the  inters 
▼ening  epace,  tends  only  to  destroy  the  ollcge  by  sobstitnting 
theshow  of  a  nniversity,  and  to  sink  the  30-eaIled  nniTersty  into 
a  fipecial  school  of  technol<^T.  Vere  it  not  advocated  in  Eng- 
land by  men  who  represent  both  the  aristocracy  of  birth  and 
of  col  ore,  we  should  prononnce  it  to  be  an  American  expedi- 
enty  to  dignify  superficial  and  limited  attainments  by  high 
sonnding  names,  and  to  snbetitnte  an  apparently  short  rat 
over  bnshes  and  briars  for  a  path  that  has  been  tried  and 
found  to  be  the  shortest  practicable.  We  are  not  opposed  to 
trying  erery  method  and  study  by  the  criterion  of  useful- 
ness,  but  we  would  always  interpose  the  question,  useful /or 
whaif  We  believe  that  those  studies  and  that  discipline 
which  are  the  most  useful  to  traih  to  manly  thinking,  to  nice 
diK^rimination,  to  simple  expression,  as  well  as  to  noble  pur- 
poses, and  an  enlarged  acquaintance  with  man  and  his  history, 
are  the  moet  useful  studies  in  fact;  while  the  criterion  of 
direct  service  f*>r  the  exercise  of  one's  immediate  trade,  calling, 
or  profession,  is  sophistical  and  misleading.  We  do  not  reject 
the  mathematics  from,  onr  course,  thongh  their  direct  utility  in 
the  vulgar  sense  seems  to  be  more  questionable  than  that  of 
any  other  class  of  studies.  At  the  same  time,  we  question 
whether,  in  a  general  course,  they  should  be  pursued  beyond 
the  limit  at  which  their  best  disciplinary  effect  seems  to  have 
been  exhausted,  and  their  special  refinements  and  intricacies 
seem  to  confuse  rather  than  to  sharpen  the  wits,  and  to  burden 
rather  than  to  excite  the  powers.  We  would  retain  the  study 
of  the  classics,  for  the  reasons  which  we  have  given  at  length, 
but  we  would,  if  possible,  make  the  study  serviceable  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  taste  for  literature  as  well  as  to  intellectual 
discipline.  The  design  of  this  study  in  college  should  be 
not  to  train  fi>r  the  tastes  and  discriminations  of  grammarians 
and  philologists,  but  for  the  mastery  of  these  languages  for 
pleasurable  and  easy  reading.  The  sciences  of  nature  have 
already  received  liberal  attention  in  the  colleges.     The  claim 
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that  they  can  take  the  place  of  the  humanistic  studies  as 
means  of  discipline,  or  that  they  can  even  be  thoroughly 
taught  and  mastered  except  in  special  classes  or  in  special 
schools,  must,  we  think,  be  abandoned.  The  modern  lan- 
guages have  already  been  introduced  into  the  courses  of  many 
colleges.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  elements  of 
French  and  German  cannot  be  required  for  admission  in 
order  that  the  college  training  might  be  more  liberal  and 
SBsthetic.  For  this  and  many  other  improvements  in  the 
college  course  we  must  look  to  the  preparatory  schools.  These 
ar3  an  essential  element  in  the  system  of  higher  education 
of  which  the  college  forms  a  part.  Some  of  these  schools 
are  admirable,  needing  no  special  reform  except  in  respect 
to  general  culture,  as  in  Natural  History,  in  Geography,  His- 
tory, and  the  English  language,  in  all  of  which  special  knowl- 
edge and  refinement,  as  well  as  the  facile  use  of  some  modern 
language,  is  more  important  than  is  usually  believed  as  a 
preparation  for  the  highest  advantages  from  the  college  course. 
Indeed,  many  of  the  defects  charged  upon  the  colleges  of 
the  country,  are  fairly  chargeable  to  the  low  standard  of 
general  culture  among  the  better  classes  in  this  country,  and 
to  the  want  of  thoroughness  and  breadth  in  many  of  the  sec- 
ondary schools.  We  shall  never  forget  the  remark  of  one  of 
the  most  eminent  scholars  of  Germany — himself  a  courtier 
and  man  of  the  world  as  well  as  an  accomplished  classicist : 
'^  The  great  want  of  England  and  America  is  an  organized  sys- 
tem of  secondary  schools.  You  cannot  have  a  successful  higher 
instruction,  till  these  are  provided  "  We  believe  it  to  be  true, 
that  if  the  tens  of  millions  of  dollars  which  have  been  wasted, 
and  worse  than  wasted,  in  founding  and  equipping  superfluous 
colleges  and  pretended  universities  in  this  country,  had  been 
bestowed  in  endowing  and  equipping  a  large  number  of  clas- 
sical schools  of  the  highest  order,  the  colleges  themselves  and 
the  higher  education  of  the  country  would  long  ago  have  been 
lifted  to  a  higher  plane.  Perhaps  we  should  have  been  ready 
by  this  time  for  the  inauguration  of  the  American  Univer- 
sity— that  much  talked  of  institution  which  so  many  long  to 
see,  and  complain  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  stupidity  and 
obstinacy  of  the  colleges,  would   have   long  ago  come  into 
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being.  Will  it  ever  appear  ?  When  and  by  what  methods 
will  it  come  into  being  ? 

We  answer,  it  will  not  come  into  being  by  prematurely  in- 
troducing its  studies  and  methods  into  the  college.  Nor  will 
it  be  hastened  by  overloading  the  last  year  of  the  college 
course  by  a  great  variety  of  studies,  a  little  knowledge  of 
which  is  very  desirable,  and  a  short  course  of  lectures  upon 
which  is  therefore  prescribed.  The  spirit  of  cram,  and  of  the 
superficial  and  mechanical  mastery  of  a  few  elements  of  many 
sciences,  is  the  curse  of  the  colleges  as  they  are.  To  inten- 
sify this  tendency  is  to  commit  the  worst  of  all  blunders.  The 
university  will  come  only  as  professors  are  found  capable  of 
teaching  more  than  the  elements  of  the  branches  which  they 
profess,  and  as  pupils  are  found  who  are  willing  to  pursue  them 
with  the  requisite  thoroughness  and  perseverance.  We  have  a 
few  professors  who  are  already  qualified  to  give  as  valuable 
and  as  profound  instruction  as  any  professors  in  European 
universities.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  are  so  occupied  by  college 
work,  or  by  bread  and  butter  labors,  as  to  want  the  time  and 
opportunity  to  prepare  and  give  the  formal  instruction  wliich 
*an  organized  university  class  would  require.  Others  have 
more  leisure  and  would  delight  in  nothing  so  much  as  in  giving 
advanced  instruction  to  pupils  competent  and  desirous  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  chief  desideratum,  however,  is  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  any  one  place  to  furnish  an  inspiring  audi- 
ence, and  to  warrant  the  beginnings  of  organization.  The  ex- 
periments already  made  at  Harvai*d  and  Yale  are  not  without 
promise.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  another  step  forward  has  re- 
cently been  taken  at  Harvard  in  the  direction  of  systematic 
university  instruction.  The  serious  desiderata  in  this  tentative 
course  would  be  acknowledged  most  readily  by  its  originators 
and  friends,  it  deserves,  however,  the  best  wishes  for  its  suc- 
cess— a  good  word  for  the  enterprise  which  it  exhibits — ^if  it 
did  not  ibr  its  promise  of  success. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the  number  of  persons 
in  this  country  is  exceedingly  small,  who  are  competent  and 
desirous  to  receive  university  instruction  in  branches  which 
are  not  professional,  and  who  are  also  not  able  and  desirous  to 
go  to  the  continent.     Or  rather,  we  should  say,  the  attractions 
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of  travel,  with  the  opportunity  of  becoming  familiar  with  two 
or  three  European  languages,  are  so  decided  as  to  present  a 
very  serious  obstacle  to  the  development  of  provisions  for  any 
university  studies  except  those  which  are  strictly  professional. 
Not  a  few  professional  students  seek  to  prosecute  or  to  finish 
their  studies  in  France  or  Germany.  Of  a  large  class  gradua- 
ting at  Yale  within  a  short  period,  a  fifth  visited  Europe  with- 
in the  first  year.  Students  who  have  the  leisure  to  give  a 
year  or  two  to  general  studies  in  history,  literature,  philology? 
or  any  branch  of  philosophy,  usually  have  the  means  of  cross- 
ing the  ocean,  and,  when  they  have  done  this,  the  expenses  of 
living  are  lower  than  at  home,  and  they  meet  many  attractions 
which,  for  a  long  time,  will  continue  to  be  fascinating  to  the 
natives  of  a  new  country  lite  ours.  It  is  ridiculous  to  hear 
such  empty  gasconading  as  was  written  within  a  few  months, 
to  the  effect  that  it  would  not  be  very  long  before  European 
students  would  flock  to  some  great  American  university  as 
freely  as  American  scholars  now  go  to  Europe.  We  feel  no 
disposition  to  depreciate  American  scholarship  or  American 
thought.  We  are  forward  to  acknowledge  that  some  among 
us  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  when  measured  by  their 
peers  in  Europe.  But  a  great  university  cannot  be  built  up  in 
a  day  in  an  old  country,  nor  in  a  new  country,  till  many  gene- 
rations have  provided  the  material.  That  material  is  something 
more  than  a  few  millions  of  money  and  a  score  of  brilliant 
occasional  lecturers.  A  great  community  of  highly  cultured 
scholars  and  literary  men  must  first  exist  before  the  represen- 
tatives of  every  branch  of  knowledge  can  appear  who  are 
competent  to  teach  the  choicest  youth  of  the  world,  and  before 
a  large  body  of  American  pupils  will  be  satisfied  that  they  will 
find  no  advantage  in  going  abroad.  These  facts  should  teach 
us  good  sense,  which  is  another  name  for  modesty  in  our  ex- 
pectations and  promises.  But  they  furnish  no  reasons  why  the 
beginnings  of  university  instruction  and  study  should  not  be 
made  at  once  in  connection  with  all  the  leading  colleges.  The 
professional  schools  already  exist,  and  have  flourished  for  many 
years,  and  so  far  as  they  have  given  thorough  and  scientific 
instruction,  and  have  required  an  adequate  preparation,  have 
been  the  diyecta  membra  of  a  proper  university.    Let  schools 
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of  philology  and  modern  literature,  including  the  English,  of 
the  higher  mathematics  and  physics,  of  geography  and  geol- 
ogy, of  metaphysical,  moral,  political,  and  social  science  be 
added — or,  in  brief,  let  a  department  of  philosophy,  in  its  com- 
prehensive import,  be  added  to  the  schools  of  law,  medicine, 
and  theology,  and  we  have  the  skeleton  of  a  university  com- 
plete. We  must  be  content  with  small  beginnings  in  such  a 
department  for  the  reasons  already  given. 

One  reason  we  have  omitted.  The  sentiment  of  the  culti- 
vated classes  of  the  country  must  favor  the  love  of  learning  for 
its  own  sake,  and  the  pursuit  of  study  for  the  satisfaction  it 
brings,  and  the  manhood  which  it  trains,  if  University  profess- 
ors are  to  be  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  even  a  small  number 
of  pupils  knocking  at  their  door.  As  long  as  study  is  valued 
for  the  money  or  position  it  brings,  and  the  theory  of  discipli- 
nary study  and  of  liberal  culture  is  openly  scouted  in  the 
forum  and  the  market  place,  and  attacked  in  the  newspaper 
and  the  review,  so  long  will  the  true  university  be  unknown 
among  us. 

We  began  these  papers  with  no  thought  of  writing  a  seriea. 
But  the  matter  has  expanded  itself  under  our  hands  in  a 
somewhat  immethodical  way.  We  offer  our  thanks  to  those 
readers  who  have  followed  us  with  patient  attention  to  the 
close. 
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Aktiole  v.— notices  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THEOLOGICAL   AND   RELIGIOUS. 

The  Duke  op  Argyll's  "  Primeval  Man."* — ^This  is  a  republi- 
cation, from  **  Good  Words,"  of  a  reply  to  a  paper,  read  by  Sir 
Jobn  Lubbock,  before  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  in  1867,  on  the  "Early  Condition  of  Man,"  as  this,  in 
turn,  was  an  answer  to  a  lecture  by  Abp.  Whately,  on  the  "Origin 
of  Civilization,"  published  in  1864.  The  position  of  Abp.  W  hately 
was  that  mere  savages  "never  did  and  never  can  raise  themselves 
unaided  into  a  higher  condition,"  and  that,  consequently,  the  start- 
ing-point of  the  race  must  have  been  from  a  higher  plane.  Sir 
J.  Lubbock  seeks  to  establish  the  opposite,  or  "  savage  "  theory,  by 
showing,  "  first,  that  there  are  indications  of  progress  even  among 
savages ;  and,  second,  that  among  the  most  civilized  nations  there 
are  traces  of  original  barbarism."  The  Duke  of  Argyll,  like 
Abp.  Whately,  conducts  his  argument  on  a  professedly  scientific 
basis,  making  no  appeal  to  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  As 
preliminary  to  the  question  of  the  primitive  condition ^  he  discusses 
the  origin  and  the  antiquity  of  the  race,  and  insists  strongly  that 
these  questions  should  be  kept  distinct.  The  development  theory 
he  admits  is  not  inconsistent  with  belief  in  a  personal  Creator; 
his  objections  to  it  are  rather  scientific  than  theological ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  his  statement  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  theory 
rests  is  altogether  inadequate.  It  is  resorted  to,  he  says  (and  he 
is  here  speaking  not  of  the  Darwinian  or  Lamarckian  theory 
alone,  but  of  every  theory  of  development),  "  simply  because  of 
the  difficulty  of  conceiving  any  mode  of  creation  except  creation 
by  birth."  It  is  true  that  the  difficulties  which  the  theory  raises 
are  greater  than  those  which  it  removes,  but  that  it  furnishes  a 
key  to  many  otherwise  unexplained  facts  no  student  of  nature, 
however  opposed  to  the  theory,  will  deny.  In  the  view  of  our 
author,  a  species  is  something  having  always  a  sharply-defined 
and  inflexible  character,  which,  his  opponents  would  argue,  savors 

*  Primeval  Man,  An  examination  of  some  recent  speculations  by  the  Duke 
OF  Akgtll.    George  RouUedge  <&  Sons,  New  York.     1869.    8to.  pp.  200. 
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more  strongly  of  the  closet  than  of  the  field.  Of  the  diffioalty 
which  the  botanist,  for  example,  finds  often  in  determining  what 
a  species  is,  or  how  he  shall  divide  a  given  genus,  he  is  wholly 
unconscious.  But  it  is,  perhaps,  too  much  to  expect,  in  view  of 
the  possible  consequences  of  the  development  theory,  and  at  the 
present  stage  of  the  discussion,  entire  calmness  from  either  the  op- 
ponents or  the  advocates  of  the  theory. 

The  antiquity  of  the  race  is  the  second  question  considered ; 
and  here  the  author  is  led  by  the  converging  testimony  of  history, 
the  page  of  which  opens  two  thousand  years  B.  C,  on  civiliza^ 
tions  already  old ;  of  archaBology,  which  casts  its  light  somewhat 
farther  back ;  of  geology,  which  finds  human  remains  associated 
with  those  of  extinct  animals ;  of  language,  which  at  the  dawn  of 
history  had  already  separated  into  widely-branched  families ; — ^by 
all  this  accumulated  evidence,  he  is  led  to  ascribe  to  the  race  an 
age  so  great  that  the  whole  historical  period  does  not  ftimisb  a 
base  for  its  computation.  Strangely  enough,  however,  he  does 
not  perceive  that  one  of  the  arguments  to  which  he  attaches 
most  weight  is  inadmissible  under  the  limitations  of  the  present 
discussions.  It  is  this:  We  find  in  Egyptian  paintings,  more 
than  three  thousand  years  old,  the  negro  type  of  features  as 
marked,  apparently,  as  it  is  at  the  present  day.  If,  now,  all  the 
existing  varieties  of  the  race  were  descended  from  one  pair,  with 
so  slow  a  rate  of  divergence  established,  you  must  lengthen  oat 
the  human  period  indefinitely.  The  antiquity  of  the  race  is  the 
condition  of  its  unity.  But  that  the  whole  race  is  descended  from 
one  pair,  not  only  has  not  been,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  case 
hardly  can  be,  proved  by  scientific  reasoning,  and,  as  an  article  of 
faith  merely,  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  argument.  The  antiquity 
of  the  race  is  a  problem  of  far  easier  solution  than  the  unity, 
and  it  is  an  inversion  of  sound  method  to  reason  from  the  less  to 
the  better  known. 

The  last  chapter  only  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  views  of 
Abp,  Whately  and  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  on  the  primitive  condition  of 
man,  and  here,  also,  the  author  makes  a  merit  of  resolving  the 
question  into  several  parts.  What,  namely,  was  his  original 
moral  endowment,  what  his  intellectual  endowment,  and  with 
what  stock  of  knowledge  did  he  start?  Against  Whately  he 
maintains  that  the  native  powers  and  instincts  of  the  mind  were 
a  sufficient  outfit  without  instruction  in  the  industrial  arts,  and 
against  Lubbock,  that  ignorance  of  these  arts  may  have  coexisted 
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with  a  clear  knowledge  of  God  and  of  moral  obligation.  The 
proofs  of  adyanoe  in  savage  tribes  he  offsets  in  the  instances  of 
degradation ;  and  the  relics  of  barbarism  among  civilized  nations 
he  regards  as  traces  of  a  condition  through  which  the  race  had 
passed  in  &lling  from  its  original  height,  not  as  relics  of  its  primi- 
tive state.  The  Esqnimanx  and  Faegians  have  not  just  emerged 
from  a  still  lower  depth  of  barbarism,  but  are  outcasts,  driven  by 
more  powerful  tribes,  under  the  pressure  of  increasing  population, 
into  their  present  inhospitable  abodes,  where  they  have  been  sink- 
ing rather  than  rising.  That  some  tribes  are  found  so  low  as  to 
be  absolutely  without  a  religion  is  also  no  matter  of  surprise,  if 
we  take  into  account  the  inherent  tendency  in  all  heathen  religions 
to  decay,  a  tendency  which  Max  MtDler  assures  us  the  compara- 
tive study  of  religions  proves  beyond  a  question.  That  the  dark, 
cruel  superstitions  of  savage  tribes  are  the  remote  descendants  of 
a  pure  monothesism  is,  however,  conclusive,  which,  however  con- 
sonant with  fact,  is  hardly  warranted  by  the  example  quoted,  a 
companion  of  the  earlier  Vedic,  with  the  later  Hindu  religion. 
The  earlier  purer  religion,  as  found  in  the  hymns  of  the  Vedas,  is 
a  simple,  childlike  worship  of  the  powers  of  nature,  in  which 
merely  the  beginnings  of  the  later  mythology  are  traceable. 

As  a  contribution  toward  the  solution  of  the  profoundly  inter- 
esting questions  which  it  discusses,  this  work  of  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll is  unimportant ;  but  as  an  attempt  to  consider  them  in  a  fair 
spirit,  it  is  welcome,  and  may  not  be  altogether  fruitless. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the  present  year- 
Sir  J.  Lubbock  replied  to  the  Duke's  argument,  explaining,  also, 
more  fully  some  points  in  which  his  own  views  have  been  misap- 
prehended by  the  Duke.  The  synopsis  of  his  remarks,  given  in 
the  Athenseum  of  September  4,  is  too  brief  for  a  proper  consider 
ation  here. 

Man  in  Genesis  and  Geology.* — In  this  small  treatise,  Dr. 
Thompson  reproduces  for  the  public  perusal,  a  series  of  familiar 
lectures,  originally  preached  to  his  own  congregation.  His  aim 
has  been  not  so  much  to  harmonize  Genesis  and  Geology  by  any 
compromise  on  either  side,  as  to  show  the  real  harmony  of  the 

♦  Man  in  OmnU  and  Otology :  op,  the  Biblical  aoconnt  of  Man's  Oreation 
tested  by  scientific  theories  of  his  Origin  and  Antiquity.    By  Joseph  P.  Tbomp- 
80H,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.    New  York :  Samuel  R.  Wells,  PobHsber,  No.  889,  Broadway 
1870.  pp.  149. 
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Biblical  narrative,  when  explained  according  to  legitimate  prin- 
ciples of  interpretation,  with  the  facts  which  have  been  brooght 
to  view  by  the  study  of  nature.  Every  one  understands  what 
changes  in  the  interpretation  of  the  Bible  have  been  made  im- 
perative in  time  past  by  the  progress  of  investigation  of  natural 
phenomena,  especially  in  the  departments  of  astronomy  and  geol- 
ogy. More  recent  speculations  respecting  the  origin  and  anti- 
quity of  man  challenge  the  attention  of  Bible  readers  to  alleged 
contradictions  between  the  Scriptures,  as  commonly  understood, 
and  the  conclusions  drawn  by  students  in  special  fields  of  in- 
quiry. As  new  theories  come  forward  for  popular  discussion, 
such  questions  as  these  follow  in  their  train.  Can  the  chronology 
of  the  Bible  be  adjusted  to  a  theory  that  the  human  race  has  lived 
on  the  earth  for  more  than  about  six  thousand  years?  Is  the 
record  of  Genesis,  fairly  interpreted,  consistent  with  the  supposition 
that  the  race  began  at  the  lowest  stage  of  barbarism,  and  by  slow  de- 
grees worked  its  way  up  to  civilization  ?  If  it  could  be  proved 
that  man  is  historically  developed  from  an  ape,  or  that  human 
beings  existed  on  the  earth  before  Adam,  would  the  Mosaic  nar- 
rative of  the  creation  be  impeached  ? 

Dr.  Thompson's  first  and  second  lectures  show  the  remarkable 
correspondence  between  the  order  of  creation,  given  in  Genesis, 
and  that  indicated,  independently  of  Scripture,  by  geological  re- 
search. Devoting  his  next  lecture  to  theories  of  development, 
he  quotes  Dana,  Agassiz,  and  Rochet,  as  against  the  theories  of 
Darwin,  Huxley,  and  Carl  Vogt,  and  in  the  fourth  lecture  more 
fully  and  elaborately  discusses  Man's  Dominion  over  Nature.  He 
then  proceeds  to  the  question  of  the  Antiquity  of  the  race,  as 
affected  by  traditions,  monumental  remains,  and  relics  of  human 
workmanship ;  and  devotes  the  remainder  of  the  volume  to  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  Family,  as  divine  institutions,  and  to  Woman's 
primeval  relation  to  Man  and  the  Family. 

The  candid  and  liberal  spirit  with  which  these  questions  are 
discussed  is  illustrated  by  some  paragraphs  which  we  quote. 

"  It  is  unwise  and  unfair  to  impute  materialistic  or  sceptical 
opinions  to  physicists,  simply  becanne  they  adhere  to  physical 
terms  and  methods  in  investigating  and  describing  the  phenomena 
of  Nature,  and  refer  all  those  phenomena  to  material  causes.  The 
most  rigid  Naturist  may  believe  in  an  intelligent  First  Cause  of 
the  Universe,  and,  apart  from  his  naturalism  in  Science,  may  be- 
live  in  the  Bible  as  a  revelation  from  God.     This  both  Darwin 
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and  Owen  profess  to  do ;  and  the  latter  says,  expressly,  *  My  faith 
in  a  future  life,  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  rests  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  parts  of  a  divine  revelation.'  Both  these 
scientists  only  carry  farther  back,  in  the  succession  of  things,  the 
point  of  contact  with  that  divine  Will  which  was  the  original 
cause  of  all.'*     p.  80. 

Again :  *'  I  would  earnestly  exhort  theologians,  and  all  Chris- 
tians, to  guard  against  the  tendency  on  the  other  side, — ^to  raise 
the  cry  of  infidelity  or  scepticism  against  men  of  Science  for  every 
theory  that  they  propound  which  is  not  in  obvious  harmony  with 
the  Bible.  That  is  not  the  way  to  deal  with  questions  on  either 
side.  I  make  no  pretensions  to  being  a  man  of  science,  but  as  an 
interpreter  of  the  Bible,  I  am  as  much  beholden  to  any  fact  of 
Science  as  the  most  accomplished  scientist.  We  are  not  warrant- 
ed in  pitting  Science  and  the  Scriptures  one  against  the  other.  It 
is  not  philosophical  in  the  man  of  Science  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry 
against  the  Bible  as  soon  as  he  discovers  something  new ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  let  the  theologian  be  careful  how  he  i*aises  the  cry 
of  infidelity."     p.  94. 

After  some  illustrations  of  the  instability  of  scientific  theories, 
he  says : 

**  Hence,  those  who  hold  to  the  Bible  in  its  integrity  as  a  reve- 
lation from  God  need  not  be  disturbed  by  a  scientific  hypothesis 
of  to-day  that  seems  to  contradict  the  letter  of  the  scriptures. 
Twenty  years  may  show  the  hypothesis  to  be  untenable,  or  modi- 
fy the  facts  of  which  it  was  constructed.  It  becomes  physicists 
to  be  modest  in  the  assertion  of  theories,  especially  in  the  sciences 
of  physiology,  archaBology,  and  geology,  where  so  much  remains 
to  be  explored  or  revised ;  and  it  equally  becomes  biblicists  to  be 
modest  in  condemning  a  theory  of  science  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Bible,  when  there  is  yet  so  much  to  be  learned  in  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  Scriptures.  Experience  has  thus  far  shown 
that  any  true  result  in  Science  tends  to  haimonize  with  a  true  in- 
terpretation of  the  Bible."     p.  82. 

There  are  many  who  will  look  to  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Thompson 
in  respect  to  the  Antiquity  of  Man^  not  only  with  interest  but 
with  deference.     He  says : 

"  How  lo^ig  has  Man  been  upon  the  globe  f  I  do  not  know. 
Does  anybody  know  ?  Are  we  able  to  trace  back  the  human  race 
to  its  beginning  and  to  measure  the  term  of  its  duration  ?  Not 
yet,  I  think.    The  data  upon  this  subject  are  meagre  and  uncer- 
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tain,  and  the  question  which  ought  to  be  simply  one  of  fact,  re- 
solves itself  pretty  much  into  one  of  speculative  or  problematical 
inquiry.  Hence  when  we  study  it  purely  as  a  question  in  Natural 
History,  we  should  keep  distinctly  in  our  minds  the  only  fact  that 
as  yet  is  a  fact  about  it,  viz.,  that  it  is  extremely  problematical." 
pp.  85,  86. 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  the  monumental  remains  fall  within 
msasti/rabU  periods  of  time.  From  traditions^  also,  comparatively 
little  help  can  be  gained  for  determining  the  time  of  Man*s  begin- 
ning. The  age  of  certain  remains  of  human  workmanship  de- 
pends on  the  length  of  time  required  for  the  formation  of  the 
peat  which  covers  them,  and  in  respect  to  that,  the  authorities  in 
science  are  not  agreed.  The  mounds  too  of  Denmark  and  of  Scot- 
land are,  thus  far,  a  very  indeterminate  element  in  any  calculation 
of  the  Antiquity  of  Man,  and  though  it  is  probable  that  '*  Man 
existed  in  Europe  contemporaneously  with  the  cave-bear,  and  at 
least  upon  the  margin  of  the  glacial  age,'*  the  data  are  insufficient 
for  the  solution  of  the  problem. 

Dr.  Thompson  then  enumerates  four  groundless  assumptions* 
viz.,  that  Man  began  his  existence  at  a  low  stage  of  barbarism ; 
that  if  the  **  stone  ago  "  existed,  it  was  ever  universal  at  one  time ; 
that  the  stone  age  was  the  first  type  of  human  existence  anywhere ; 
and  that  the  present  rate  of  geological  changes  is  the  proper 
guage  for  measuring  such  changes  in  the  past. 

But  while  he  regards  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  extreme 
antiquity  of  Man  upon  the  globe  as  premature  and  unauthorita- 
tive, he  concedes  that  ^^  facts  seem  to  call  for  an  extension  of  time 
considerably  beyond  the  computed  chronology  of  the  Bible,  in 
order  to  admit  of  all  that  has  been  effected  by  Man  and  in  Man 
since  his  first  appearance  on  the  earth.**  '*  The  oldest  monumenu 
of  Egypt  can  hardly  be  brought  within  the  date  of  the  fiood  of 
Noah  according  to  the  received  Hebrew  chonology.  •  •  •  The 
unchanged  appearance  of  leading  types  of  mankind  as  far  back  as 
we  can  trace  these  in  history,  requires  a  considerable  extension  of 
time  to  account  for  their  origin.  ♦  ♦  The  formation  of  Language, 
and  its  distribution  into  the  great  classes  of  human  speech,  call 
for  an  extension  of  time,  if  one  adheres  to  the  belief  that  all  the 
languages  were  derived  from  one  primitive  root.  •  *  Man  in  the 
fossil  state,  although  rarely  found,  is  another  element  of  perplex- 
ity in  the  question  of  his  antiquity."  Meantime  the  Science  of 
interpretation  is  not  yet  perfected,  and  we  have  reason  to  hope 
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that  a  closer  study  of  Oriental  idioms  may  throw  light  upon  the 
chronology  of  the  Scriptares,  and  open  the  way  for  all  the  time 
which  is  required. 

For  the  fuller  treatment  of  these  theories,  we  must  refer  our 
readers  to  the  work  itself,  which  will  surely  repay  a  perusal. 

Thb  Being  op  God,  Mobal  Govebnment,  and  Theses  in 
Theology.* — The  late  Dr.  Sqnier  was  an  acute  and  IcTgical  think- 
er, who  has  already  furnished  the  world  his  theological  testimony 
in  "The  Problem  Solved,"  "Reason  and  the  Bible,"  and  his 
**  Autobiography  and  Miscellaneous  Writings."  To  these  are  now 
added  his  Theological  Remains,  under  the  three  topics  given  in  the 
title  below.  These  last  are  written  in  a  somewhat  aphoristic  or 
skeletonlike  way,  and  would  almost  satisfy  the  conditions  enjoin- 
ed by  Bishop  Butler,  that  the  heads  of  argument  or  thought 
should  be  furnished,  and  the  filling  up  be  lefl  to  each  reader  to 
provide  for  himself,  shoald  he  require  any.  Dr.  Squier,  though 
an  acute,  consistent,  bold  thinker,  was  a  little  too  pompous  and 
apothegmatic  in  his  utterance  to  satisfy  the  rules  of  good  taste,  or 
to  leave  the  happiest  impression.  It  was  rather  easier,  however, 
to  laugh  at  his  peculiarities  of  style  than  it  was  to  answer  bis 
arguments.  Bnt  the  zeal  and  earnestness  with  which  he  attested 
fundamental  truth,  and  the  power  with  which  he  enforced  it,  are 
worthy  of  all  praise.  It  would  have  been  well  for  the  cause  of 
truth  and  of  free  enquiry,  if  he  had  been  spared  a  little  longer  to 
be  welcomed  back  to  the  fellowship  of  the  newly  compacted  Pres- 
byterian communion  from  which  he  was  so  unceremoniously  ex- 
scinded in  1836.  This  little  volume  of  last  thoughts  has  some  very 
excellent  features,  and  would  serve  as  a  very  useful  manual  for 
thought  and  reference  in  the  hands  of  clergymen  and  students  of 
theology. 

•'  Primary  Truths  of  Religion,"!  by  Bishop  Clark  of  Rhode 
Island,  is  full  of  seed  thoughts,  which,  like  all  good  seed,  are  them- 
selves the  fruit  of  a  ripe  growth  of  earnest  reflection.    In  very 

*  Tht  Being  of  Ood,  Moral  Oovemment,  and  J%eaea  in  Theology,  By  Milbs 
P.  Squuck,  D.  D.,  late  Profewor  of  Intelleotaal  Pbiloeophy,  Beloit  College,  Wis- 
oonsin.  Edited  by  Rev.  Jamu  R.  Botd.  Rochester,  N.  Y. :  £.  Darrow  A 
Eempshall.     1868. 

t  "  Primary  Trutha  of  Religion,  By  Thomas  M.  Olawk,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Rhode  Island.    New  York :  D.  Appleton  A  Go.    1869. 
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simple  statements,  and  with  little  parade  of  reasoning,  the  author 
has  given  the  results  of  much  careful  thinking  in  respect  to  the 
great  truths  which  are  fundamental  to  the  Christian  faith.  He 
has  not,  like  too  many  Bishops,  contented  himself  with  repro- 
ducing the  received  doctrines  of  the  faith  in  oft  repeated  plati- 
tudes, but  has  used  the  English  of  cultivated  men  to  express  cer- 
tain definite  opinions  of  his  own.  In  forming  and  making  public 
their  opinions,  he  has  not  chosen  entirely  to  ignore  the  difficulties 
and  objections  that  are  current  among  lay  and  non-Episcopal 
Christians,  as  is  the  fashion  with  too  many  who  speak  ex  cathedra 
episcopalif  but  has  thoughtfully  pondered  these  difficulties  and  the 
best  methods  of  removing  them.  In  attempting  to  meet  them,  he 
has  dared  to  think  for  himself  and  to  express  his  own  convictions, 
even  though  some  of  his  views  do  not  square  with  the  received 
formulsB  ''  in  such  cases  made  and  provided."  In  short,  he  has 
produced  a  very  readable,  thoughtful,  and  useful  volume,  on  the 
most  important  subjects,  which  is  none  the  less  useful  because  it 
is  condensed  and  brief.  We  trust  that  the  Episcopal  prestige  with 
which  the  work  is  Invested,  will  ensure  to  the  volume  a  circula- 
tion even  wider  than  that  to  which  its  intrinsic  merits  entitle  it. 

Haven's  "Studies  in  Philosophy  and  Theology."* — Professor 
Haven,  of  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  has  gratified  his 
pupils  as  well  as  his  many  frieipds,  both  lay  and  clerical,  by  repub- 
lishing in  a  handsome  volume  the  Articles  published  by  him  on  dif- 
ferent occasions,  from  1849  to  1868. 

The  subjects  discussed  are : 

Part  L  Studies  in  Philosophy:  1.  Philosophy  of  Sir  William 
Hamilton  ;  2.  Mill  versus  Hamilton ;  3.  The  Moral  Faculty ;  4. 
The  Province  of  Imagination  in  Sacred  Oratory ;  5.  The  Ideal 
and  the  Actual. 

Part  IL  Studies  in  Theology :  1.  Natural  Theology  j  2.  The 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ;  3.  Theology  as  a  Science — its  Dignity 
and  Value ;  4.  Place  and  Value  of  Miracles  in  the  Christian  Sys- 
tem ;  6  Sin,  as  related  to  Human  Nature  and  the  Divine  Mind ; 
6.  Arianism — the  Natural  Development  of  the  Views  held  by  the 
Early  Church  Fathers. 

The  titles  of  these  papers  are  all  very  attractive  to  those  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  fundamental  questions  of  Philosophy  and 

*  Studies  in  Philosophy  and  Theology,  By  Joseph  Hatbv,  D.  D.,  Profeasor  in 
Obicago  Theological  Seminary.    Andover :  Warren  F.  Draper.    1S69. 
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Theology.  Those  of  onr  readers  who  are  acqnainted  with  Dr. 
Haven,  as  a  thinker  and  writer,  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  he  is 
clear,  candid,  able,  and  elegant,  and  that  he  never  writes  upon  a 
subject  withoat  earnest  and  patient  thinking,  and,  as  a  conse- 
qaence,  without  producing  that  which  is  well  worthy  to  be  read. 

Wadswobth's  Sbbmons.* — ^Dr.  Wadsworth's  volume  of  ser- 
mons is  from  a  well-known  popular  preacher,  and  seems  to  con- 
firm the  opinion  already  established  by  an  ample  number  of  pre- 
cedents that  not  a  few  sermons  which  are  greatly  admired  and 
may  be  very  useful  when  heard  ^d  delivered,  should  not  for  this 
reason  be  printed  in  a  volume.  These  discourses  are  after  the 
florid  style  of  pulpit  oratory ;  of  that  particular  variety  called 
"the  sunflower  variety."  Lord  Macaulay  informs  us  that  all 
effective  orators  must  paint  in  vivid  colors  and  in  strokes  some- 
what bold  and  coarse.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  coloring  should 
be  as  gaidy,  or  the  strokes  should  be  as  rough,  and  the  drawing 
as  untrue  as  we  find  them  to  be  in  these  well  intended  and  no 
doubt  highly  effective  discourses. 

Sebmon«  by  Rev.  Wiluam  James.! — Two  sermons  by  the  late 
gifted  William  James  of  Albany,  with  a  very  few  of  his  character- 
istic letters;  a  sketch  of  the  principal  incidents  of  his  life  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Spragne  of  Albany ;  and  a  characterizing  letter  by  his  inti- 
mate fricLd,  Rev.  Henry  Neill,  make  up  a  small  but  delightful 
volume.  We  cannot  but  hope  that  Mr.  Neill  will  be  prompted  to 
issue  such  a  volume  of  Remains,  consisting  of  his  correspond- 
ence and  sermons,  as  may  fully  acquaint  the  public  with  the  rare 
gifts,  and  still  more  rare  spiritual  use  of  them,  which  were  so 
conspicuous  in  Mr.  James's  life  and  history.  It  would  be  a  great 
loss  if  not  a  grievous  wrong,  were  the  world  to  lose  all  the  good 
which  it  might  derive  from  so  rich  a  volume  as  might  be  made  up 
from  his  letters  and  sermons. 

Unspoken  Sbbmonb  t — There  is  a  relish  for  certain  books  as  for 


•  Sermona,  By  Charlm  Wadsworth,  Minister  of  Calvary  Ohurob,  San 
Francisco.     Ifew  York  and  San  Francisco :  A.  Roman  A  Go.     1S69. 

f  77ie  Marriaff0  of  the  Kin^$  8<m,  and  the  OuiU  of  UnUlUf  Two  Sermona, 
by  Rev.  Wiluam  Jamcs.  With  some  Memorials  of  his  Life.  New  York: 
Anson  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co.     1869. 

X  Unspoken  8ermon9.  By  Gkobgi  McDonaxd.  London :  Strahan  A  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers.   New  York,  416  Broome  Street.     1863.     12mo.  pp.  245. 
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certain  viands,  which  has  to  be  learned,  even  supplanting  dislike. 
So,  possibly,  one  might  reconcile  himself  to  such  a  treatment  of 
sacred  things  as  runs  through  what  we  have  read  of  these 
twelve  "  Sermons."  As  far  as  the  author  intends  them  for  addi- 
tions to  the  common  stock  of  religious  truth,  they  strike  us  as  un- 
satisfactory both  in  the  matter  and  the  manner.  What  we  con- 
ceive to  be  grave  errors  are  almost  taken  for  granted.  There  is 
more  of  assertion  than  of  argument.  Here  and  there,  at  the  best, 
we  find  some  savor  of  Quakerism,  or  of  the  doctrine  of  "  Ecce 
Homo,"  concerning  the  Spirit,  along  with  jealousy  of  the  defer- 
ence commonly  paid  to  the  Scriptures,  and  a  freedom  approaching 
to  wantonness  in  the  use  and  intei*pretation  of  their  language. 
The  only  punishment  recognized  for  sin  is  in  its  inherent  power, 
which,  moreover,  is  never  endless,  and  conscious  deliverance  is 
the  only  forgiveness.  In  the  fourth  sermon  on  the  Unpardonable 
Sin,  "  all  sin  "  is  declared  *'  unpardonable."  The  suicide  of  Judas 
was  a  fruit  of  his  repentance,  and  when  he  **  fled  from  his  hanged 
and  fallen  body,  he  fled  to  the  tender  help  of  Jesus,  and  found 
it — I  say  not  how."  Much  account  is  made  of  God's  love,  but 
none  of  his  wrath.  The  commonly  received  doctrines  of  the 
atonement  and  justification,  we  suppose  the  author  would  repu- 
diate with  scorn,  if  he  noticed  them  at  all.  Since  he  speaks  so 
confidently,  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  we  could  not  give  him 
credit  for  some  thoughtful  and  earnest  utterances. 

NoTBS  OP  THB  Chbistian  Lifb.* — In  this  collection  of  nineteen 
Sermons,  as  far  as  we  have  examined  them,  we  recognize  the  work 
of  a  thoughtful,  original,  and  evangelical  preacher,  more  likely  to 
become  a  favorite  upon  familiarity  than  to  attract  on  first  acquaint- 
ance. They  deserve  this  republication,  and  will  have  their  circle 
of  readers  and  admirers,  especially  among  those  who,  without  re- 
jecting evangelical  doctrines,  are  not  attracted  but  rather  repelled 
by  the  more  common  foi  ms  of  presentation.  Comparing  them 
with  such  a  volume  as  **  The  Day  Dawn  and  the  Rain,"  which  we 
strongly  commended  in  the  July  Number,  we  should  complain  of 
their  structure  and  style  as  inferior  in  unity,  simplicity,  and  ease — 
a  want  which  might  be  felt  still  more  by  hearers  than  by  readers. 


*NotM  of  the  ChrUtian  Life  :  a  Selection  of  Sermons  preached  by  "Bmvkt  Rob- 
■RT  RiTNOLDS,  B.A.,  President  of  Cheshunt  Oollege,  and  Follow  of  University  Col- 
lege. London.  With  a  preface  by  Rev.  Elbert  a  Porter,  D.  D.  New  York :  P. 
S.  Wynkoop  k  Son,  1868.    12mo.  pp.  411. 
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Sermons  by  the  Rev.  Stopford  A.  Brooke.* — ^This  volume  of 
Sermons  by  the  editor  of  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Frederick  A. 
Robertson,  will  necessarily  attract  the  attention  of  the  reading 
public  among  us.  Those  who  will  buy  or  read  the  volume  will, 
we  think,  not  be  disappointed.  Although  the  Sermons  are  by  no 
means  equal  in  interest  or  real  merit,  and  though  the  doctrine  in 
one  is  amazingly  foolhardy  and  presumptuous,  yet  there  is  in 
many  of  these  discourses  much  freshness  and  occasional  originality 
and  force  of  thought.  Some  of  the  discourses  are  equal  to  any 
of  Robertson's.  Were  it  not  for  too  frequent  straining  and  am  bi- 
liousness of  the  style,  we  should  like  the  Sermons  better,  but  as  a 
collection  they  will  reward  the  reader  well,  and  will,  we  doubt 
not,  be  extensively  circulated. 

The  Divine  Human  in  the  Incarnate  and  Written  Word,! 
by  a  member  of  the  New  York  Bar,  is  a  spirited  protest  against 
what  he  deems  to  be  overstrained  and  unwarranted  conceptions 
of  Inspiration  and  the  Atonement.  It  was  written  by  a  layman 
who  had  evidently  struggled  for  a  long  time  with  difficulties  and 
doubts,  and  has  either  suddenly  or  gradually  awakened  to  the 
discovery  that  certain  representations  of  these  doctrines  are  war- 
ranted neither  by  Reason  nor  the  Scriptnres.  Forthwith  he 
gives  expression  to  his  surprise  and  indignation  in  no  measured 
terms,  and  not  always  with  the  most  wisely  chosen  arguments. 
We  cannot  always  agree  with  the  opinions  which  he  expresses 
nor  with  the  expositions  of  the  Creed  or  of  the  Scriptures  which 
he  would  substitute  for  those  he  rejects,  but  the  book  is  well 
worth  the  reading,  especially  by  some  of  the  clergy.  It  might 
waken  them  from  their  •*  dogmatic  slumber,"  and  summon  them 
to  a  renewed  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  other  versions  of  the 
creed. 


*  SermoHM  preachsd  in  St.  Jamei^i  Chaptlf  York  Strtst,  London,  By  the  Rev. 
Stoppord  a.  Beooke,  M.  A.,  Honorary  Chaplain  in  ordinary  to  the  Queen. 
Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  A  Co.     1869. 

f  The  Divine  Human  in  the  Jneamuteand  Written  Word;  and  some  thoughts 
on  the  Atonement  older  than  the  Creeds.  By  a  member  of  the  New  York  Bar. 
New  York:  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph  k  Co.    1869. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


794  Notices  of  New  Booh9,  [Oct., 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Mbhoir  op  Sir  William  Hamilton.* — Prof.  Veitch's  Memoir 
of  Sir  William  Hamilton  is  a  well-written  life  of  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  English  scholars  and  philosophers  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. It  derives  its  chief  interest,  as  every  biography  should,  from 
the  peculiar  and  striking  characteristics  of  its  subject ;  but  it  has 
the  very  great  merit  of  setting  forth  these  characteristics  in  a 
manner  that  is  altogether  suitable  to  the  unique  career  of  the 
learned  philosopher.  It  is  in  an  eminent  sense  a  literary  life  of  a 
man  whose  career  was  almost  exclusively  limited  to  the  world  of 
letters ;  who  derived  his  chief  enjoyment  from  this  world  and 
achieved  in  it  the  only  successes  which  he  esteemed  of  importance. 
Prof.  Veitch  has  devoted  his  chief  attention  to  the  history  of  this 
career  from  its  earliest  beginnings  to  its  close.  He  has  not,  in- 
deed, left  out  of  sight  those  personal  sketches  which  give  so  grreat 
an  interest  to  the  life  of  the  most  recluse  book- worm,  as  indeed 
they  often  furnish  the  most  satisfying  explanation  of  his  intellect- 
ual development  and  achievements.  But  while  his  notices  of  these 
points  are  as  ample  as  could  reasonably  be  required,  and  are 
abundantly  satisfactory,  they  are  all  subordinated  to  the  single  ob- 
ject which  was  continually  before  the  mind  of  the  author,  and  that 
was  the  illustration  of  the  progress  and  development  of  Hamilton's 
mind,  and  of  the  principal  epochs  and  events  which  made  up  his 
career  as  a  student,  a  writer,  and  a  teacher.  In  illustrating  these 
points,  he  has,  as  of  necessity  he  ought,  introduced  very  ample  and 
interesting  notices  of  the  leading  influences  which  formed  the 
mind,  and  developed  the  character,  and  confirmed  the  tastes  of 
Hamilton  in  his  own  home ;  of  his  University  life  at  Glasgow,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Oxford,  of  his  unostentatious  but  not  insignificant 
career  as  an  advocate,  of  his  early  literary  associations  with  Scott, 
Jeffrey,  Lockhart,  and  others,  of  his  aspirations  for  the  chair  of 
Moral  Philosophy  at  Edinburgh,  and  bis  defeat  through  political 
influences,  and,  not  least,  of  the  doubtful  and  almost  desperate  con. 
test  which  terminated  in  securing  for  him  the  chair  of  Logic.  The 
most  interesting  of  these  notices  is  that  very  modestly  given  of  his 


*  Memoir  of  Sir  William  Hamilton^  Bart.  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  By  John  Ybitoh,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  Logic  and 
Rhetoric  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  Edinburgh  and  London :  Williara 
Blackwood  <k  Sons.     1869. 
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accomplished  and  devoted  wife,  and  of  the  efficient  sympathy  as  well 
as  the  patient  and  devoted  assistance  which  she  rendered  him  in 
his  special  literary  avocations.  D'Israeli,  in  his  work  on  The  Lite- 
rary Character,  etc.,  has  a  chapter  on  the  Matrimonial  State  of 
Men  of  Lettei*s,  in  which  he  introduces  a  few  striking  notices 
of  the  felicities  and  infelicities  of  this  state.  That  the  wives  of 
not  a  few  literary  men  have  been  to  them  helps  and  hindrances, 
is  made  apparent  in  many  biographies.  Among  all  the  instances 
of  those  who  have  been  helps  and  blessings,  none  occur  to  us 
which  is  more  interesting  and  affecting  than  that  of  Lady  Hamil- 
ton. One  can  hardly  read  it  without  strong  emotion,  nor  without 
exclaiming  at  the  close,  Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously,  but 
thou  excellest  them  all. 

Life  of  Walter  Savage  Landor* — Mr.  John  Forster's  Biog- 
raphy of  Walter  Savage  Landor  will  attract  general  attention 
from  the  lovers  of  literature  of  the  best  class.  The  eminent  repu- 
tation of  the  biographer  for  solidity  of  judgment,  for  fairness  of 
temper,  and  thoroughness  of  research,  and  the  preeminent  repn* 
tation  of  Mr.  Landor  for  purity  and  force  of  style,  for  catholicity 
of  taste,  for  breadth  of  reading,  and  for  the  generosity  of  his  sym- 
pathies, will  ensure  for  this  biography  a  warm,  though  it  may  be  a 
limited  interest  Mr.  Landor  has  attracted  to  himself  and  his 
works  the  very  highest  class  of  readers  in  this  country  and  in 
Great  Britain.  Though  known  to  the  multitude  by  reputation 
only,  he  has  been  familiarly  known  to  his  admirers  as  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  personages  of  modern  literature,  and  as  a 
writer  who,  if  he  requires  study,  will  most  generously  repay  the 
demands  which  he  makes  upon  his  readers.  Especially  is  he  known 
and  admired  for  the  acuteness  of  his  critical  judgments,  and  the 
wouderful  catholicity  of  his  tastes,  and  the  breadth  of  his  sympa- 
thies. •  The  many  sidedness  of  his  critical  sympathies  is  only  match- 
ed by  that  of  Christopher  North,  with  whom  in  more  than  one 
particular  he  deserves  to  be  compared,  while  he  is  as  strikingly 
contrasted  with  him  in  respect  to  the  direction  of  his  predilections ; 
Mr.  Landor  being  as  conspicuous  a  defender  of  liberals  and  agi- 
tatoi*8  as  Prof.  Wilson  was  the  apologist  of  established  institutions 
in  both  church  and  state. 

*  Walter  Savage  Landor:  A  Biography.  By  John  For8tbe.  In  eight 
books.     Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  <k  Co.    On«  ▼olume.  12ino.    1869. 
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This  biography  is  remarkable  for  the  fairness  with  which  it  is 
written.  Though  Mr.  Forster  was  the  entirely  trusted  though 
often  sorely  tried  friend  of  Mr.  Landor,  for  the  later  portion  of 
his  long  life,  he  does  not  seek  to  hide  or  excuse  his  faults  of 
temper,  and  his  serious  errors  of  judgment.  The  story  of  hia 
faults  is  told  as  faithfully  and  as  fully  as  is  the  record  of  his  virtues. 
There  is  po  concealment  of  any  of  his  more  serious  errors,  and  the 
painful  history  of  his  many  practical  mistakes  is  fully  and  faith- 
fully narrated.  A  very  considerable  part  of  the  volume  consists 
of  extended  descriptions  and  critical  judgments  of  Lander's 
writings.  Exception  might  be  taken  to  the  length  of  these 
notices  for  a  writer  whose  works  were  better  known,  but  in  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  many  of  these  writings  are  not  likely  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  readers  of  the  Memoir,  these  descriptive 
criticisms  serve  a  very  useful  and  acceptable  purpose.  To  all  the 
students  and  lovers  of  the  higher  and  better  English  literature, 
this  biography  will  prove  most  acceptable.  To  many  younger 
students  and  readers  of  this  literature,  it  may  be  recommended  as 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  accessible  stores— already  embarrass- 
ingly rich — of  literary  biography  in  the  English  language. 

Miss  Martinba.u's  Biographical  Sketches.* — ^These  are  re- 
published, by  the  author,  from  the  London  Daily  News,  They 
comprise  brief  essays  upon  many  of  her  distinguished  contempo- 
raries, the  most,  if  not  all,  of  whom  she  has  personally  known. 
The  vigor  and  independence  of  the  veteran  author — if  we  may 
apply  this  term  to  a  lady — are  conspicuously  exemplified  in  these 
sketches.  Her  prejudices  are  equally  manifest,  and  give  a  strong 
color  to  her  portraits.  She  has  evidently,  for  example,  a  dislike 
of  Macaulay,  and  taxes  him  with  habitual  inacuracy.  This  she 
charges  as  the  great  fault  of  his  speeches ;  but  this  charge  is  pro- 
bably without  good  foundation.  The  article  on  Lady  NoekByron 
derives  special  interest  from  the  recently  reopened  discussion  of 
the  matter  of  her  separation  from  her  husband.  Miss  Martineau 
speaks  with  the  knowledge  of  a  peraonal  acquaintance,  and  her 
testimony  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  worth  of  that  unfortunate 
lady  is  doubtless  trustworthy.  The  profligacy  and  baseness  of 
Lord  Byron's  conduct  really  required  no  further  proof  than  was 
afforded  by  his  own  published  letters.    The  brutality  of  his  treat- 

*  Biograpkieal  Skeiehet  by  HwriH  Marlineau.  New  York :  Ujpoldt  A  Holt. 
1869. 
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meat  of  his  wife  is  established,  independently  of  the  horrible  allega- 
tion recently  brought  against  him.  She  is  known,  apart  from  this 
and  whether  it  be  true  or  false,  to  have  had  ample  cause  in  reius- 
ing  to  live  with  him.  As  to  this  recent  accusation,  which  sees 
the  light  through  the  agency  of  Mrs.  Stowe — say  what  we  will 
of  the  propriety  of  giving  it  publicity  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  say  what  we  will  of  the  proofs  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  it — it  is  by  no  means  incredible,  so  far  as  Byron  himself  is 
concerned.  His  lawless  state  of  mind,  his  armed  contempt  for 
the  moral  instincts  of  human  nature,  and  espousal  of  the  doctrine 
of  "  aflBnities,"  place  this  story  within  the  bounds  of  credibility. 
It  cannot  be  considered  as  true,  however,  unless  more  proof  can 
be  brought  forward  than  has  yet  appeared.  If  it  be  not  true,  it 
remains  to  be  explained  how  a  lady  of  Lady  Byron's  insight  and 
excellence  could  have  cause  to  believe  it. 

MIBOELLANEOUS. 

MtrLLBB*8  "  Chips  from  a  German  Workshop.'^ — The  singulaif 
name  given  to  these  volumes  is  accounted  for  in  the  Preface  by 
an  interesting  anecdote  of  the  late  Baron  Bunsen.  "  More  than 
twenty  years  have  passed  since  my  revered  friend  Bunsen  called 
me  one  day  into  his  library  at  Carlton  House  Terrace,  and  an- 
nounced to  me  with  beaming  eyes  that  the  publication  of  the  Rig- 
veda  was  secure.  He  had  spent  many  days  in  seeing  the  Direct- 
ors of  the  East  India  Company,  and  explaining  to  them  the  im- 
portance of  this  work,  and  the  necessity  of  having  it  published  in 
England.  At  last  his  efforts  had  been  successful,  the  funds  for 
printing  my  edition  of  the  text  and  commentary  of  the  Sacred 
Hymns  of  the  Brahmans  had  been  granted,  and  Bunsen  was  the 
first  to  announce  to  me  the  happy  result  of  his  literary  diplomacy. 
'  Now,'  he  said, '  you  have  got  a  work  for  life — a  large  block  that 
will  take  years  to  plane  and  polish.  But  mind,'  he  added, 
*  let  us  have  from  time  to  time  some  chips  from  your  workshop! 
I  have  tried  to  follow  the  advice  of  my  departed  friend,  and  have 
published,  almost  every  year,  a  few  articles  on  such  subjects  as 
had  engaged  my  attention,  while  prosecuting  at  the  same  time,  as 
far  as  altered  circumstances  would  allow,  my  edition  of  the  Rig- 
veda  and  of  other  Sanskrit  works  connected  with  it     These  arti- 

*  0hip9frwn  a  German  Work$hop,  By  Max  Mullbr,  U,  A.,  FeUow  of  All 
Souls  College,  Oxford.  Volume  L  Essays  on  the  Science  of  Religion.  Volame  IL 
Essays  on  Mythology,  Traditions,  and  Cnstoms.  New  York :  Charles  Scribner 
and  Company.    1869.    limo.  pp.  874,  408. 
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cle8  were  chiefly  published  in  the  *  Eidinburgh '  and  *  Quarterly ' 
Reviews,  in  the  •  Oxford  Essays,'  and  *  Maomillan's '  and  *  Fraser's ' 
Magazines,  in  the  *  Saturday  Review,'  and  in  the  *  Times.'  '• — **  And 
now  while  the  two  last  volumes  of  my  edition  of  the  Rigveda  are 
passing  through  the  press,  I  thought  that  the  time  had  come  for 
gathering  up  a  few  armfuls  of  these  chips  and  splinters,  throwing 
away  what  seemed  worthless,  and  putting  the  rest  into  some  kind 
of  shape,  in  order  to  clear  my  workshop  for  other  worL" 

The  last  sentence  might  be  thought  to  imply  that  the  essays 
here  republished  had  also  been  recast  by  their  author;  but  on  a 
later  page  he  states  that ''  while  he  thought  it  right  to  alter  what 
he  could  no  longer  defend  as  true,  and  also,  though  rarely,  to  add 
some  new  facts  that  seemed  essential  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing what  he  wished  to  prove,  yet  in  the  main  they  have  been  left 
as  they  were  originally  published."  He  is  careful  to  give  the  date 
of  every  article,  and  thus  mark  the  precise  point  to  which  it  be- 
longs in  the  progress  of  his  study  and  thinking.  Repetitions, 
which  are  naturally  frequent  in  different  articles,  he  has  not  thought 
it  worth  while  to  expunge.  Intelligent  readers  will  not  be  dis- 
posed to  complain  of  them.  They  will  be  glad  that  a  scholar  so 
learned  and  ingenious  has  thus,  as  it  were,  taken  the  public  into 
his  studio,  and  allowed  them  to  see  the  unfinished  results  of  his 
labor.  Such  a  course  is  indeed  not  unsulted  to  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  our  author's  genius.  Gifted  with  a  brilliant  and  inven- 
tive mind,  with  a  rich  imagination,  and  with  fine  powers  of  ex- 
pression, he  has  little  talent  for  systematic  development  and 
orderly  construction.  This  deficiency  was  strikingly  shown  in 
his  lectures  on  the  "  Science  of  Language,"  a  book  in  many  respects 
of  great  merit,  but  unsatisfactory  from  its  pervading  want  of 
symmetry  and  method.  In  a  series  of  unconnected  or  loosely 
connected  essays,  the  defect  is  much  less  obvious  and  injurious 
than  in  a  large  comprehensive  work.  Yet  it  will  be  felt  even  here 
by  many  who  would  perhaps  be  puzzled  to  explain  the  reason  of 
their  feeling.  In  each  essay  we  find  certain  aspects  of  a  subject 
presented  with  great  force  and  vividness,  but  hardly  a  well  de- 
veloped, well  proportioned  view  of  the  subject  as  a  whole.  It 
may  fairly  be  said,  however,  that  on  many  of  the  subjects  treated 
in  this  book,  the  state  of  knowledge  is  as  yet  too  imperfect  and 
fragmentary  to  admit  of  a  really  methodical  or  satisfyins;  treat- 
ment. 

The  first  volume  opens  with  essays  on  the  Vedas,  the  sacred 
books  of  the  ancient  Indians.    The  description  given  of  those 
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venerable  texts,  the  specimen  translations  by  which  they  are  re- 
presented, the  remarks  on  their  antiquity,  character,  and  value, 
will  be  received  with  interest  as  coming  from  one  who  has  made 
these  books  the  study  of  his  life ;  though  in  these  brief  and  popu- 
lar statements  there  was  little  room  for  the  exhibition  of  his  pro- 
found Yedic  learning.  Next  come  essays  on  the  Zend-Avesta,  or 
Bible  of  the  Zoroastrian  religion,  the  documents  of  that  great 
ancient  reformation  which  set  itself  in  opposition  to  the  polythe- 
istic nature- worship  represented  in  the  Yedas.  A  separate  article 
is  devoted  to  proving  the  weakness  of  the  arguments  by  which 
Dr.  Spiegel,  an  editor  of  the  Zend-Avesta,  has  sought  to  establish 
the  oflen-asserted  connection  between  it  and  the  Hebrew  book  of 
Genesis.  Another  article  deals  with  the  noodem  Parsis  of  India, 
the  sole  remaining  adherents  of  the  old  Zoroastrian  faith.  Nor 
does  our  author  neglect  Buddhism,  which  arose  in  India  five  cen- 
turies before  our  era,  a  protestant  reaction  against  the  established 
Brahmanism :  though  long  ago  extinguished  in  its  native  land,  it 
is  still  supposed  to  number  more  votaries  than  any  other  religion 
of  the  woVld.  We  do  not  vouch  for  this  estimate,  connected  as 
it  is  with  the  prevailing  over-estimate  of  the  population  of  China, 
at  present  the  great  seat  of  Buddhism.  Perhaps  the  most  inter- 
esting paper  in  the  volume  is  that  which  describes  the  travels  of 
a  Chinese  Buddhist  in  the  seventh  century,  who  wandered  over 
India  as  a  pilgrim  to  visit  the  ancient  sanctuaries  of  his  religion. 
Another  paper  relates  to  the  "Nirvana"  of  the  Buddhist  system, 
the  ultimate  crowning  reward  of  perfect  holiness  and  virtue;  and 
aims. to  prove  that  this  is  no  other  than  annihilation  pure  and 
simple.  It  may  be  that  that  removal  of  finite  conditions,  whereby 
the  individual  being  is  merged  in  the  all-pervading,  all-embracing, 
infinite  divinity,  is  in  reality  no  better  than  annihilation ;  but  as 
viewed  in  the  pantheistic  philosophico-religious  speculation  of  the 
Indians,  it  is  certainly  not  the  same  thing. 

Professor  Mtlller  does  not  confine  himself  to  the  religions  of  the 
old  world.  He  has  an  article  on  the  **  Popol  Vuh,"  a  book  in  the 
langui^e  of  the  Quich6  Indians  of  Guatemala,  which  professes 
to  have  been  written  soon  after  the  Spanish  conquest  of  that 
country,  and  to  embody  the  traditions  of  the  Quich6  people. 
From  this  book  he  gives  some  mythic  stories  of  the  creation  of 
man,  and  the  confusion  of  tongues,  as  having  curious  relations 
with  European  and  Biblical  narratives.    He  seems  not  to  be  aware 
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how  readily  and  rapidly  the  legends  of  the  American  Indians, 
when  brought  under  European  influence,  assume  these  strange 
and  wild  resemblances,  and  how  utterly  valueless  these  resem- 
blances are  for  the  purposes  of  comparative  mythology,  unless  it 
can  be  shown — which  is  almost  always  impossible,  and  confessedly 
so  as  regards  the  Popol  Vuh — that  they  existed  prior  to  all 
European  influence. 

The  first  half  of  the  second  volume  is  occupied  with  compara- 
tive mythology.  It  opens  with  an  elaborate  article  of  140  pages, 
in  which  the  author  develops  his  general  views  of  this  subject 
with  abundant  and  striking  illustrations.  He  regards  mythology 
as  being,  to  a  great  extent,  a  phenomenon  of  linguistic  history,  a 
"  disease  of  language,**  by  which  expressions  originally  figurative 
lose  their  figurative  character  and  come  to  be  understood  and 
treated  in  a  literal  sense.  Thus  the  xpv<''o^povo?  4^  of  early  Greek 
poetry,  which  in  its  original  conception  represented  the  morning 
dawn  as  sitting  in  the  golden  radiance  of  the  eastern  sky,  in  pro- 
cess of  time  ceased  to  be  thought  of  as  a  metaphor,  ayd  became 
the  designation  of  a  divine  person,  Eos  or  Aurora,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  be  seated  on  an  actual  throne  of  gold.  Perhaps  our 
author  lays  too  much  emphasis  on  the  passive  side  of  this  process, 
views  it  too  exclusively  as  a  loss  of  the  primitive  metaphor,  and 
does  not  suflSciently  recognize  that  personifying  tendency,  that 
disposition  to  find  personal  powers  and  agencies  everywhere 
around  them,  which  must  have  been  active  in  the  first  mythos- 
makers.  He  is  still  more  peculiar  in  regarding  nearly  all  primi- 
tive myths  as  turning  on  the  succession  of  night  and  day,  darkness 
and  light,  and  thus  as  having  a  connection  with  the  morning  dawn. 
He  acknowledges,  indeed,  that  there  is  "  another  class  of  legends, 
embodying  the  strife  between  winter  and  summer,  the  return  of 
spring,  the  revival  of  nature ;"  but  says  that  "  it  is  in  most  lan- 
guages only  a  reflection  and  amplification  of  the  more  ancient 
stories  telling  of  the  strife  between  night  and  day,  the  return  of 
the  mom,  the  revival  of  the  whole  world."  And  he  makes  a 
similar  assertion  in  reference  to  the  numerous  legends  which  seem 
to  turn  upon  and  represent  the  phenomena  of  rain-clouds  and 
thunder-storms.  The  reader  should  understand  that  this  tendency 
to  bring  all  myths  into  connection  with  the  dawn  is  not  generally 
shared  by  other  eminent  inquirers  in  this  most  interesting  field 
of  study. 
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The  contents  of  the  remaining  half-volume 'are  of  a  varied 
character.  Folk-lore,  popular  tales  of  Norsemen,  Celts,  and  Zulus, 
Arabic  numerals,  manners  and  customs  of  many  nations,  are 
among  the  subjects  embraced  in  it.  Of  course,  none  is  fully  treat- 
ed ;  but  on  all,  the  reader  will  find  much  to  engage  and  reward 
his  attention.  And  of  the  work  taken  as  a  whole,  we  may  say 
with  truth  that  it  is  eminently  awakening;  it  abounds  in  curious 
information,  in  novel  suggestions,  in  bold  and  brilliant  views,  which 
may  not  always  command  assent,  but  will  stimulate  reflection 
and  study. 

Women's  SxnrPBAOB.* — Dr.  Bushnell  comes  into  the  field  of 
discussion  respecting  women's  sufiTrage,  under  the  strong  impulse 
of  earnest  conviction.  He  writes  on  the  subject  like  a  man  who 
is  fearfully  in  earnest.  We  need  not  say  to  our  readers  that  he 
writes  in  an  able  and  interesting  manner,  or  that  whatever 
thoughts  he  presents  deserve  to  be  carefully  considered.  The  posi- 
tion which  he  takes  is  indicated  by  the  title  of  his  volume —  Wo- 
men^ $  Suffrage  :  the  JR^omi  against  Nature.  In  other  words  the 
movement  in  favor  of  women's  suffrage  is  so  fearfully  unnatural 
as  to  be  fraught  with  serious  mischief  and  danger.  In  sus- 
taining this  position  he  gives  a  preliminary  chapter  in  which  the 
question  is  stated.  In  this  he  concedes  that  the  position  of  women 
at  present  is  in  many  respects  a  condition  of  disadvantage,  often 
of  oppression,  but  the  denial  of  suffrage  is  neither  an  evil  nor  a 
wrong.  We  are  surprised  to  find  in  this  chapter  the  assertion  so 
pronounced  and  positive  that  the  experiment  of  admitting  females 
into  colleges  with  those  of  the  other  sex  has  proved  successful. 
It  is  founded  on  the  brief  observation  by  the  writer  of  its  apparent- 
ly successful  working  in  the  college  at  Oberlin,and  on  the  much 
more  uncertain  testimony  of  Hon.  Horace  Mann — that  most  san- 
guine and  confident  of  all  educators — concerning  its  success  at  An- 
tioch  College  1  Leaving  this  preliminary  discussion,  the  author,  in 
Chapter  II.,  defends  the  position,  that  there  is  no  absolute  right  of 
suffrage  in  man  or  woman.  This  is  a  fact  preliminary  to  the 
main  question,  though  a  preliminary  essential  to  be  established  in 
our  country,  where  the  right  of  voting  is  so  generally  assumed  to  be 
one  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  man ;  and  inasmuch  as  every  woman 
is  a  man,  it  is  logically  concluded  to  be  one  of  the  divine  rights  of 

•  TFbm«n'«  Suffrage :  the  Reform  againet  Nature,  By  Hobaoi  Bushnbll. 
New  York :  Oharles  Scribner  <k  Oo.     1S69. 
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woman.  This  falsely  assumed  axiom  is  properly  disposed  of,  bnt 
we  fear  it  will  require  still  more  elaboration  or  rather  belaboration 
than  even  Dr.  Bushnell  has  bestowed  upon  it  to  drive  the  faith  in 
it  out  of  the  muddled  intellects  of  many  people.  Chapter  III.,  Wo- 
men not  created  or  caUed  to  govern^  is  the  key  note  to  the  author's 
arguments.  In  this  chapter  he  takes  the  ground  and  illustrates  it 
by  manifold  considerations  that  the  position  of  woman  as  indicated 
by  her  very  constitution  is  necessarily  the  opposite  of  authority  ; 
that  she  must  stoop  if  she  would  conquer,  that  she  is  bom  to  win 
and  not  to  command,  and,  or  rather,  it  is  only  by  winning  that  she 
both  elevates  and  commands.  Chapter  lY.  is  a  somewhat  charac- 
teristic treatment  of  Scripture  Doctrine,  Chapter  V.  is  entitled 
Subtle  Mistakes  of  Feeling  and  Analogy^  under  which  head  are 
grouped  a  variety  of  topics,  which  present  themselves  in  this  dis- 
cussion. Chapter  VI.  is  upon  the  Report  of  History^  in  which  the 
author  records  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  New  Jersey,  and 
gives  his  opinion  of  Aspasia,  Cleopatra,  Queen  Elisabeth,  and 
others.  Chapter  VII.,  Prohahle  Effects^  seems  to  us  by  far  the  ablest 
and  most  effective  of  the  volume.  In  this  chapter  the  author  urges 
with  not  a  little  force  the  point,  that  the  experiment  so  far  from  ele- 
vating and  refining  our  politics  will  have  a  tendency  to  degrade  and 
unsez  women  themselves,  and  therefore  will  tear  out  of  the  family 
and  society  the  most  powerful,  the  most  subtle,  and  the  most  pervad- 
ing of  all  existing  influences  in  favor  of  refinement,  purity,  and  re- 
ligion. In  short,  that  woman,  as  woman,  will  in  a  great  measure 
cease  to  be ;  and  also  what  we  call  the  civilization  which  woman 
has  thus  far  secured  and  sustained.  The  concluding  Chapter, 
Prospects  and  Possibilities,  discourses  of  what  woman  may  do  and 
become  with  entire  safety  to  her  sex,  in  the  way  of  enlarging  and 
elevating  her  sphere.  We  have  given  this  brief  analysis  of  the 
author's  arguments,  for  the  simple  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  interesting  matter  which  it  contains,  without 
expressing  any  opinion  of  the  pertinency  and  effect  of  his  positions, 
in  general  or  in  particular. 

Subjection  of  Women.* — John  Stuart  Mill,  in  his  "  Subjection 
of  Women,**  treats  of  a  much  broader  subject  than  Dr.  Bushnell. 
Dr.  Bushnell  confines  himself  to  the  question  of  female  suffrage. 


*  The  Subjection  of  Women,    By  John  Stuabt  Mill.     New  York :  D.  Apple. 
ton  A  Co.     1869. 
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Mr.  Mill,  as  the  title  of  his  essay  imports,  treats  of  the  alleged 
subjection  of  women  in  every  particular.  The  opinion  which  he 
undertakes  to  explain  and  defend,  is :  ^^  That  the  principle  which 
regulates  the  existing  social  relations  between  the  sexes — the  legal 
subordination  of  one  sex  to  another — is  wrong  in  itself,  and  now 
one  of  the  chief  hindrances  to  human  improvement ;  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  replaced  by  a  principle  of  perfect  equality,  admitting 
no  power  or  privilege  on  the  one  side,  nor  disability  on  the  other." 

The  principal  points  which  he  makes  and  dwells  upon  in  the 
progress  of  the  essay  are  the  following :  The  present  condition 
of  women  has  grown  out  of  the  condition  of  actual  slavery,  in 
which  they  were  found  when  laws  and  institutions  began  to  be 
framed.  These  converted  a  '^physical  fact  into  a  legal  right." 
"  Those  who  had  already  been  compelled  to  obedience  became  le- 
gally bound  to  it."  From  this  condition  of  legalized  bondage 
women  have  never  yet  been  legally  free.  This  condition  has  been 
greatly  mitigated  by  the  advance  of  civilization,  the  refinement  of 
manners,  and  the  improvement  of  ethical  codes  and  religious  sys- 
tems ;  but  the  primitive  state  of  slavery  still  remains,  and  has  not 
lost  the  taint  of  its  brutal  origin. 

To  the  objection,  that  this  condition  cannot  be  the  effect  of 
usurpation,  but  is  natural,  Mr.  Mill  replies  that  there  was  a  time 
when  every  social  abuse  was  judged  to  be  natural,  as  domestic  and 
pers  nal  slavery,  military  despotism,  and  feudal  authority  and  alle- 
giance. To  the  objection,  that  it  is  accepted  voluntarily,  he  replies 
that  it  is  not  accepted  voluntarily  by  migay,  as  is  evident  by  the 
manifold  protests  which  are  made  against  it ;  that  no  enslaved 
class  ever  asked  for  complete  liberty  at  once,  and  that  the  train- 
ing of  women  has  taught  them  that  it  is  their  duty  and  glory  to 
please  men,  and  not  to  exact  their  rights. 

He  urges  that  the  subordination  of  women  is  ''  an  isolated  fact  in 
modern  social  institutions."  He  urges,  also,  that  it  cannot  be  said 
that  there  is  anything  in  the  nature  of  the  two  sexes  which  adapts 
them  to  their  present  functions  and  position.  This  point  being 
obviously  one  of  the  most  important,  he  makes  it  the  subject  of  a 
long  discussion.  His  own  doctrine  is  that ''what  is' now  called 
the  nature  of  women  is  an  eminently  artificial  thing,"  so  com- 
pletely the  product  of  the  circumstances  in  which  they  have  been 
placed  for  centuries,  that  '*  no  one  is  thus  far  entitled  to  any  posi- 
tive opinion  on  the  subject."  *'  Conjectures  are  all  that  can  at 
present  be  made."  What  the  nature  of  women  actuaUy  is  can  only 
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be  determined  by  a  psychological  analysis  that  should  separate  every 
product  of  artificial  legislation,  artificial  culture,  and  artificial  do- 
mestic, social,  and  public  opinion. 

After  this  preliminary  discussion  of  principles,  Mr.  Mill  pro- 
ceeds to  the  consideration  of  particulars.  Among  them  he  treats, 
in  the  second  chapter,  of  the  disabilities  involved  in  the  marriage 
contract  Of  these  he  considers  the  disabilities  which  respect 
property  and  those  which  come  from  the  power  of  command  in 
the  husband.  The  footing  of  perfect  equidity  in  every  particular 
is  the  only  one  which  can  relieve  women  from  these  disabilities. 
Marriage  is  properly  a  condition  of  partnership,  in  which  the 
members  of  the  firm  have  an  equal  voice  in  respect  to  eveiy  ques- 
tion on  the  footing  of  a  balanced  friendship.  As  to  how  long  this 
partnership  ought  to  continue,  and  for  what  reasons  it  may  be  sun- 
dered, Mr.  Mill  does  not  explain  himself  very  particularly.  He 
seems  to  avoid  a  full  and  explicit  avowal  of  his  sentiments,  and  to 
shrink  back  from  the  logical  inferences  to  which  his  premises 
ought  to  lead  him. 

Chapter  III.  is  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  admissibility 
of  women  "  to  all  the  functions  and  occupations  hitherto  retained 
as  the  monopoly  of  the  stronger  sex."  As,  according  to  Mr. 
Mill,  woman  has  no  nature  of  her  own  which  can  be  defi- 
nitely ascertained  and  reasoned  on — scarcely  the  peculiarity  of 
sex — ^it  would  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  she  ought  not  to 
be  disqualified  for  any  of  the  occupations  and  functions  which 
have  been  confined  to  -man.  This  Mr.  Mill  does  not  labor  so 
earnestly  to  prove  as  he  does  to  show  that  the  conclusion  ought 
not  to  ofiend  or  surprise.  He  assumes  a  defensive  and  deprecatory 
position,  rather  than  one  which  is  offensive  and  commanding. 
Among  these  functions,  suffrage  and  government  are  included. 
The  propriety  of  conceding  both  of  these  to  women  is  argued 
very  briefly  by  Mill,  but  upon  these  special  topics  he  expends  far 
less  strength  and  space  than  those  who  have  heard  of  this  volume 
would  be  led  to  expect. 

Chapter  IV.  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  advantages 
to  mankind  which  would  be  likely  to  follow  from  the  restoration  to 
women  of  their  natural  rights  and  their  legitimate  functions. 
This  point  is  discussed  with  arguments  and  in  a  strain  simi- 
lar to  those  employed  in  the  preceding  chapters. 

We  have  confined  ourselves  to  a  brief  analysis  of  the  contents 
of  the  volume,  without  criticising  any  of  its  positions.    We  think 
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that  only  a  few  of  the  irieDds  of  female  suffrage  will  accept  his 
fundamental  positions  in  respect  to  the  nature  of  woman  or  the 
possibility  of  determining  what  her  nature  is. 

Dr.  Bushnell  and  Mr.  Mill  have  no  common  ground  on  which 
to  stand;  the  nature  which  Dr.  B.  contends  is  so  distinct  and 
peculiar  not  being  conceded  by  Mr.  M.  to  have  a  real,  or  at  least 
an  ascertainable,  existence. 

Tunb's  Italy.* — The  second  volume  of  this  work,  as  given  to 
the  American  public,  has  just  been  issued  from  the  house  of 
Messrs.  Leypoldt  and  Holt.  All  persons  who  have  read  the  for- 
mer volume,  containing  the  author's  account  of  Rome  and  Naples, 
will  be  ready  to  receive  the  story  of  Florence  and  Venice,  and  to 
read  it  with  great  pleasure.  M.  Taine  is  not  an  ordinary  traveler  tell- 
ing of  things  which  he  has  seen  and  enjoyed.  He  is  an  artist  and  a 
true  lover  of  nature  and  of  the  beautiful.  One  follows  him  in  his 
descriptions  with  the  feeling  that  he  has  the  taste  and  the  know- 
ledge to  fit  him  for  his  work,  and,  therefore,  with  that  confidence 
of  being  aided  and  stimulated  which  always  comes  from  associa- 
tion with  a  competent  critic.  Not  that  he  never  passes  a  wrong 
Cudgment,  nor  that  he  is  altogether  uninfluenced  by  prejudice. 
Enthusiasts  of  the  best  order  are  often  borne  away  by  their  very 
enthusiasm  to  hasty  opinions,  or  to  views  from  which  they  are  not 
easily  shaken  even  by  reasonable  considerations.  But  we  pardon 
this  for  the  good  that  they  do  to  our  minds  and  souls  h\  their 
magnetic  and  inspiring  power,  and,  when  they  are  men  of  real 
learning  and  ability,  we  rejoice  in  them  as  the  best  of  guides.  One 
would  like  to  travel  in  company  with  M.  Taine,  and  yet  one  would 
enter  upon  one's  journey  with  the  assurance  that  there  would  be 
a  good  many  good-natured  intellectual  fightings  before  it  was 
ended.  They  would  be  conflicts,  however,  in  which  M.  Taine 
would  never  suffer  the  humiliation  of  acknowledging  himself  de- 
feated, while  his  companion  would  learn  from  his  opponent  much 
that  would  help  him  ever  afterward.  The  same  advantage  is 
gained  fVom  his  writings,  in  a  measure,  though  the  stimulus  of  the 
fighting  is  lost,  from  being  all  upon  one  side,  and  the  stimulus  of 
his  written  words  cannot  be  like  that  of  his  conversation.  The  pre* 
sent  volume  deals,  if  possible,  with  a  richer  theme  than  the  former 
one.   The  art  of  Florence  and  the  beauties  of  Venice  awaken  the  soul 

*  Italy :  Fhrenet  and  Venict,    From  the  FreDch  of  H.  Taihi.     By  J.  Durajtd. 
H«w  York  :  Leypoldt  and  Holt     1869.     Stq^  pp.  886. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


806  Notioea  of  New  Books.  [Oct, 

to  its  most  delightful  though ts  and  dreams— and  to  wander  through 
all  the  scenes  of  Northern  Italy  with  such  a  quickening  of  old 
memories  or  such  an  inspiration  as  an  artist-author  can  give  us, 
if  he  will,  is  a  privilege  which  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To 
many  of  the  more  "  practical,*'  or  the  less  refined  and  cultivated  in 
this  sphere  of  taste  and  art,  we  do  not  doubt  that  many  other 
books  of  travels  will  prove  far  more  interesting  than  these  of  M. 
Taine.  But  for  the  select  company  who  know  how  to  appreciate 
them,  they  will  have  a  peculiar  value,  and  we  know  of  nothing 
lately  published  which  equals  them  or  which  is  so  worthy  to  be 
read.  The  enterprising  house,  which  have  encouraged  their  traDS- 
lation,  deserve  public  commendation  for  the  energy  they  are  con- 
stantly displaying  in  the  issue  of  translations  of  foreign  works  of 
taste  and  excellence. 

Thb  Nbw  West.*— Mr.  Charles  L.  Bracers  "New  West**  came 
into  market  as  a  volume  very  opportunely,  just  as  the  Pacific 
Railway  was  finished,  and  the  thoughts  and  conversation  of  so 
many  upon  the  Atlantic  slope  weie  occupied  with  California. 
Large  portions  of  it  had  indeed  been  previously  published  in  the 
form  of  letters — but  the  whole  comes  to  us  with  new  attractions ; 
and  the  letters,  now  chapters,  will  bear,  if  they  do  not  require,  to 
be  read  a  second  time,  they  are  so  full  of  well-digested  informa- 
tion, of  acute  observation,  and  sagacious  generalisations.  Bating 
some  ^private  philosophical  speculations  of  the  author,  and  now 
and  then  a  faiblesse  of  egoism,  the  book  might  be  prononnoed 
admirable.  As  it  is,  it  is  most  excellent,  and  deserves  a  very  ex* 
tensive  sale,  and  should  be  read  by  all  who  would  form  satisfactory 
notions  of  the  great  New  We$t^  which  is  so  much  in  the  thoughts 
and  upon  the  tongues  of  those  who  live  in  the  Old  East. 

OuB  Nbw  Wat  Round  the  Wobld.j — **  Carleton,"  the  author 
of  this  work,  earned  a  high  reputation  as  the  war  correspondent 
of  the  Boston  JoumcU.  Through  the  whole  of  the  long,  perilous 
conflict,  he  was  in  the  field,  shunning  no  hardship  or  danger,  a 
kind  of  ubiquitous  presence,  seeing  everything  and  noting  every- 
thing— not  as  a  newsmonger  to  manufacture  papng  paragraphs, 

*  Th€  New  Wut:  or  California  io  1867-186S.  By  CHAmun  Loaih«  Bkacb* 
etc.,  ete.    tfeis  York:  G.  P  Patnam  A  Son.     1869. 

f  Our  New  Way  Round  the  World.  By  Ghablbs  Cablbtom  Cormr.  Boetoo: 
Fields,  Osgood,  <b  Co 
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but  as  a  patriot,  ever  striving  to  keep  up  the  courage  of  the 
country.  Offered  a  command  and  eager  to  fight  as  well  as  write 
for  the  sacred  cause,  his  pen  was  like  Roderick's  "  bugle  horn," 
and  eminent  men  advised  him  not  to  exchange  it  for  the  sword. 
What  he  did  in  that  department  may  be  seen  in  his  **  Four  Years 
of  Fighting,"  and  "  Days  and  Nights  upon  the  Battle-Field," 
books  which  he  might  well  have  inscribed  with  the  motto  veni 
vidiy  adding  the  vici  also  if  he  could  have  gratified  his  own  desire 
to  share  in  the  combat. 

In  the  Summer  of  1866,  he  was  sent  to  Europe  to  report  on  the 
great  struggle  then  pending  between  the  States  of  Germany,  and 
threatening  to  involve  the  entire  continent.  But  Sadowa  proved 
its  coup  de  grace^  and  Carleton,  at  the  request  of  his  constituents, 
continued  his  voyage  round  the  world.  Winged  by  steam,  ex- 
tending over  two  yeara>  and  passing  through  the  Holy  Land, 
Egypt,  India,  China,  and  Japan,  it  furnished  him  with  material  for 
a  dozen  volumes,  but  he  has  had  the  taste  to  condense  his  best 
observations  into  a  handsome  octavo  of  500  pages. 

His  personal  experiences  he  describes  with  much  humor  and 
vivacity,  warming  into  generous  sympathy  as  he  traces  the  pro- 
gress of  Christian  civilization  in  the  empires  of  the  East,  and 
kindling  into  eloquence  as  he  dwells  on  those  grand  enterprises 
that  are  now  girdling  the  globe  with  canal,  steamer,  and  railway. 

A  mistake  or  two  have  struck  our  attention,  which  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  notice. 

The  rank  of  Chinese  Mandarins  is  distinguished  by  the  color, 
not,  as  Carleton  assumes,  by  the  number  of  their  buttons,  each 
oflScer  wearing  but  one,  which  is  mounted  conspicuously  on  the 
top  of  his  chapean,  and  is  red  for  the  two  highest  grades,  blue 
for  the  next  two,  white  for  the  third  pair,  and  yellow  for  the  last 
three. 

He  is  unable  to  get  through  a  mandarin  dinner  without  at  least 
a  hint  at  kitten  cutlets  and  puppy  pies  to  give  it  piquancy.  A 
longer  sojourn  among  the  Chinese  would  have  shown  him  that 
those  articles  are  not  more  relished  by  the  better  classes  than  by 
ourselves — though  less  delicate  dishes  are  eagerly  devoured  by 
the  starving  pariah. 

While  treating  of  Nagasaki  in  Japan,  he  makes  the  more  seri- 
ous blunder  of  speaking  of  Mr.  Verbeck  as  "  a  Dutchman  engaged 
in  trade."  Now  Mr.  Verbeck,  though  of  Dutch  descent,  is  an 
American.    He  is  a  missionary,  not  a  trader ;  and  such  influence 
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haB  he  acqaired  with  the  native  aathorities,  that  one  of  the  prinoes 
lately  invited  him  to  visit  his  dominions,  sending  a  steamer  and  a 
military  escort ;  and  he  has  now  gone  to  Tedo,  the  capital  of  the 
Empire,  by  invitation  of  the  leading  daimios^  to  aid  them  in  the 
revision  of  treaty  regulations,  and  the  establishment  of  a  scientific 
institution.  It  is  due  to  Garleton  to  say,  that  such  slips  are  not  of 
frequent  occurrence. 

As  a  specimen  of  our  author's  happiest  vein,  we  will  only  refer 
to  a  fine  outburst  of  feeling  that  was  called  forth  by  meeting  with 
a  piece  of  New  England  ice  in  the  hot  plains  of  India. 

Force  and  Nature.* — Dr.  Charles  Winslow's  treatise  on 
Force  and  Nature  is  devoted  to  the  establishment  and  vindica- 
tion of  the  position  suggested  by  its  title,  viz.,  that  besides 
matter  there  are  two  forces  universal  in  nature — Attraction  and 
Repulsion — which  are  coordinate  and  coextensive,  and  that  these 
universal  forces  in  their  varied  methods  of  activity  and  combina- 
tion are  sufficient  to  account  for  all  the  manifold  phenomena  which 
the  universe  exhibits.  He  rejects  the  Newtonian  doctrine  that 
matter  is  inert,  and  substitutes  for  it  the  supposition  that  its 
masses  and  its  molecules  are  mutually  repellant.  Under  this 
general  formula  he  accounts  for  and  accepts  the  doctrine  of  the 
conservation  and  persistance  of  force,  explaining  force,  viz.,  me- 
chanical force,  as  that  which  acts  in  the  double  form  of  action  and 
repulsion. 

A  very  able  scientific  friend,  to  whom  we  have  submitted  this 
Essay  for  his  opinion  in  respect  to  its  value  of  the  proofs  and 
reasonings  on  which  this  theory  rests,  pronounces  it  a  pure  specu- 
lation, which  is  neither  sustained  nor  enforced  by  any  mathe- 
matical reasonings  or  experiments ;  a  theory  which  might  have 
been  stated  upon  a  very  few  pages  with  all  the  considerations 
which  are  adduced  in  its  support.  The  doctrme  of  the  treatise  as 
stated  by  our  expert  is  as  follows :  **  There  are  in  universal  nature 
three  things,  and  only  three ;  McUteVy  Attrctction^  and  Hepulsion, 
The  last  two,  like  the  first,  are  real  entities^  each  having  a  posi- 
tive existence  of  its  own,  irrespective  of  the  agencies  which  they 
put  forth — created  in  equal,  definite,  and  limited  quantities,  to 

*  Fora  and  Nature,  Attraction  and  Repnlsion.  The  Radical  Prlncipl«  of 
Energy,  diaoassed  in  their  relations  to  physical  and  morphological  develop- 
ments. By  Charles  Frbdbbick  Winslow,  M.  D.  London :  Mac  Millan  &  Ck>, 
1869. 
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which  DOthiDg  can  be  added  and  from  which  nothing  can  be  snV- 
tracted — both  having  a  strong  affinity  for  matter  and  always  com- 
bined with  it  in  equal  or  unequal  proportions,  and  subject  to  fluc- 
tuations and  transfers  according  to  circumstances.  This  trinity 
of  created  things  constitutes  at  once  the  artificers,  the  tools,  and 
the  materials  by,  with,  and  of  which  all  material  things  have  been 
constructed  and  arranged  in  their  present  mutual  relations,  and 
by  which  all  the  phenomena  of  nature  of  whatever  kind  are  man- 
ifested." That  our  critic  is  not  unjust  to  the  author,  will  be  man- 
ifest from  the  following  extract :  *'  As  force  condenses  into  defi- 
nite volumes,  atoms  foUow  or  rather  move  with  its  movements, 
and  are  constrained  into  narrow  limits  in  obedience  to  inherent 
law.  Thus  is  cohesion  effected.  Force  possesses — that  is  to  say, 
molecular  attractive  forces  possess — the  inherent  property  of  run" 
ning  together,  mixing,  centralizing,  and  magnifying  their  ener- 
gies in  certain  numerical  ratios.  Atoms,  always  alive  in  their 
affinities  for  attractive  force,  or  for  combinations  with  it,  follow  its 
currents  into  the  nearest  juxtaposition."    p.  66. 

We  ought  to  say  that  the  work  is  written  in  an  easy  and 
apparently  very  lucid  style  ;  though  it  leaves  much  of  the  very  de- 
lusive impression  of  an  apparently  clear  diction,  which  is  left  by 
that  of  J.  S.  Mill — a  diction  made  up  of  common  and  almost  collo- 
quial words,  which  afford  the  easy  instruments  of  the  manifold 
ambiguities  and  dexterities  of  slip-shod  thinking. 

Prof.  Day's  Introduction  to  the  Study  op  English  Litera- 
ture.*— ^The  rather  long  descriptive  title  of  Professor  Day's  In- 
troduction to  the  Study  of  English  Literature  relieves  us  from  the 
necessity  of  characterizing  it.  The  very  acute  and  painstaking 
author  has  aimed  to  produce  a  work  which  may  fill  a  gap  in  our 
elementary  books.  He  reminds  us  in  his  preface  that  we  have 
already  numerous  text-books  in  English  Literature,  but  no  one  of 
these  exhibits,  or  aims  to  exhibit,  this  literature  as  a  growth. 
This  the  author  has  attempted  to  do,  and,  so  far  as  he  has  contrib- 

*  An  IiUroduction  to  th»  Study  of  English  JLtieratwre;  comprising  representa- 
tive masterpieces  in  poetry  and  prose,  marking  the  snocessiTe  stages  of  its  growth, 
and  a  methodical  exposition  of  the  goTerning  principles  and  general  forms,  both 
of  the  language  and  literature ;  with  copious  notes  on  the  selections;  glossary  and 
ehronology,  designed  for  systematic  study.  By  HsNaT  N.  Day,  Author  of 
"Logic/'  etc.,  etc.    New  York:  Charles  Scribner  <fc  Ca     1S69. 
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uted  to  this  end,  he  has  been  saccesBibl.  Whether  his  contriba- 
tioDs  are  safficiently  Dumerous  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  the 
beginner,  is  somewhat  uncertain.  Had  the  extracts  been  more 
brief  so  as  to  break  ap  the  work  into  a  great  number  of  single 
lessons,  it  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  been  better  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  a  text-book.  But,  as  it  is,  it  deserves  warm  commen- 
dation for  the  care  and  scholarship  it  displays. 

Sacrbd  AifD  CoNSTBUcnviB  Abt.* — Mr.  Otis's  Essays  on  Sacred 
and  Constructive  Art  are  by  an  independent  thinker,  but  a  some- 
what unpracticed  writer.  They  seem  to  us  to  be  characterized  by 
common  sense  and  elevated  feeling,  and  though  the  hints  are  not 
fully  or  elaborately  worked  out,  they  are  all  suggestive  of  many 
interesting  applications.  But  theories  of  art  are  very  difficult  to 
organize,  and  often  as  difficult  to  accept  and  understand. 

Mrs.  R  a.  Waxkeb's  Life  op  Jbsus,!  and  Pilgrim's  Progress,  J 
IN  Words  op  One  Syllable. — In  these  two  beautiful  volumes 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Walker  has  told  the  story  of  the  life  of  Jesus,  and  tbe 
story  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  in  words  of  a  single  syllable,  for 
children.  She  has  been  very  successful ;  for  she  has  not  only 
maintained  great  simplicity  of  language,  but,  what  is  of  more  im- 
portance, she  has  written  with  an  engaging  frankness  of  manner 
and  a  vivacity  which  will  surely  keep  the  attention  of  children  and 
invest  the  old  story  with  new  interest  even  for  adult  readers.  The 
books  are  printed  in  large  type,  and  are  each  illustrated  with  ten 
full  page  engravings  in  oil  colors. 

*  Sacfd  and  OanBimcHwe  Art :  Its  Origin  and  Progren.  A  Series  of  Essays. 
By  Calvin  N.  Otis,  Architect    New  York :  G.  P.  Patnam  ifcSon.     1869. 

f  Fk'om  ths  Orib  to  the  Orosn :  A  Life  of  Christ,  in  Words  of  One  Syllable.  By 
Mrs.  Edward  Ashlbt  WAuma.  With  IllastrationB  in  Oil  Colors.  New  York : 
Oeo.  A  Leavitt.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  820. 

X  The  PUgrifrie  Progrtee  fnm  thie  World  to  that  vfhich  i$  to  Come.  "Bj  Johh 
BuiiTAM.  In  Words  of  One  Syllable.  By  Mra  Edwasd  Ashlst  WALKsa.  New 
York:  Geo.  A.  Leavitt.    1869.    16mo.  pp.  886. 
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RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

THEOLOGIOAL  AND  BELIGIOUB. 

Inetitatea  of  Ecdeaiastical  History,  Ancient  and  Modern.  In  Fonr  Books, 
mach  corrected,  enlarged,  and  improved  from  the  primary  anthorities.  By  John 
Lawrence  Yon  Moeheim,  D.  D.,  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Gottingen.  A 
new  and  literal  translation  from  the  original  Latin,  with  copions  additional 
notes,  original  and  selected.  By  James  Mardock,  D.  D.  In  Three  Volumet. 
New  York:  R.  Carter <k  Brothers.  1869.  8vo.  pp.  470,  486,  606.  [The  publish- 
ers  state  that  the  need  of  this  well-known  and  valuable  work  as  a  text-book  by 
many  persons  of  limited  means,  has  induced  them  to  isene  it  in  three  hand- 
some volumes,  on  fine  paper,  and  neatly  bound  in  cloth,  at  the  extremely  low 
price  of  ^yre  dollars ;  it  has  heretofore  been  $7.60.] 

The  New  Testament;  o^  The  Book  of  the  Gospel  of  our  lK>rd  and  our  God, 
Jesus  the  Messiah.  A  literal  translation  from  the  Syriae  Peechito  version.  By 
James  Mnrdock,  D.  D.  New  York :  R.  Carter  <k  Brother*.  1869.  Svo.  pp.  616. 
[A  new  edition.] 

Help  to  the  Reading  of  the  Bible.  By  the  late  Benjamin  Elliott  NichoUs.  M. 
A.,  of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge.  General  Protestant  Episeopal  Sunday  School 
Union,  New  York.     1867.    16mo.  pp.  486. 

Order  and  Chaos :  A  Lecture,  delivered  at  Loyola  College,  Baltimore,  in  July, 
1869.  By  T.  W.  M.  Marshall,  Esq.,  author  of  *'  Christian  Missions.''  John  Mur- 
phy <k  Co.,  Baltimore.     12ma  pp.  46. 

Hand-book  of  Religious  Instruction.  Part  first:  the  GUstory  of  Religion. — 
Part  second:  the  Christian  Religion.  Translated  from  the  Dutch  of  J.  H.  Ma- 
ronier,  preacher  at  Ley  den,  by  Francis  T.  Washburn.  Boston :  W.  Y.  Spencer. 
1869.     16ma  pp.  86,  81. 

The  Promise  of  Shiloh ;  or,  Christ's  Temporal  Sovereignty  upon  the  Earth : 
When  will  it  be  Fulfilled?  By  Joseph  L.  Lord,  M.  A.,  of  the  Boston  Bar.  E. 
P.  Dutton  <k  Co.,  Boston.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  106. 

Bible  Wonders.  By  Rev.  Richard  Newton,  D.  D.,  author  of  *<  Safe  Compass,** 
*'  Bible  Jewels,*'  *'  Great  Pilot^**  eto.  Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers,  New  York.  1870. 
16mo.  pp.  816. 

The  Secret  of  Swedenborg:  Being  an  Elucidation  of  his  Doctrine  of  the  Di- 
vine Natural  Humanity.  By  Henry  James.  Fields,  Osgood,  ft  Co.,  Boston.  1869. 
12mo.  pp.  248. 

In  Heaten  We  Know  Our  Own ;  or,  Solace  for  the  Sufferinf^.  Translated 
from  the  French  with  the  permission  and  approval  of  the  author.  Rev.  Father 
Blot,  S.  J.  By  a  Lady.  Catholic  Publishing  Society,  New  York.  1869.  24mo. 
pp.  186. 

Lessons  Brought  from  a  Mother's  Grave :  A  Sermon  of  Remembrance,  preached 
at  Cleveland,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  August  29,  1869,  by  William  H. 
Goodrich.    Cleveland,  Ohio.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  26. 

Address  of  Col  H.  B.  Carrington,  U.  S.  A.,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  17, 
1869,  in  aid  of  the  erection  of  a  New  Church  Edifice  for  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal (colored)  Society.    1869.     12mo.  pp.  28. 
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HISTORICAL. 

History  of  England,  from  tbe  Fall  of  Wolsey  to  the  Death  of  Elizabeth.  By 
James  Anthony  Fronde,  M.  A.,  late  Fellow  of  Exeter  College.  Oxford :  VoL  I, 
and  II.  New  "Popular  edition"  in  12  Tolnmes.  12mo.  $1.26  per  Tolome. 
Charles  Soribner  &  Co.     1870.  12mo.  pp.  447,  601. 

Tbe  Patriot's  History  of  Ireland.  By  M.  F.  Cusack.  L.  Eehoe,  Catholie  Pub- 
lication House,  126  Nassau  street,  New  York.     1869.    24mo.  pp.  820. 

BELLES   LETTBES. 

Tbe  Improvisatore.  By  Hans  Christian  Andersen.  Translated  from  the  Dan- 
ish, by  Mary  Howitt.    Hurd  A  Houghton,  New  York.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  841. 

The  Two  Barrennesses:  A  Romance.  By  Hans  Christian  Andersen.  New 
York:  Hurd  <k  Houghton.     12mo.  pp.  261. 

Out  of  Town.  By  F.  C.  Bumand,  author  of  '*  Happy  Thoughts."  Bradbury 
Evans,  <k  Co.,  Lonion.     1868.     16mo.  pp.  846.  * 

Little  Women:  or,  Meg,  Jo,  Beth,  and  Amy.  Parts  first  and  second.  By 
Louisa  M.  Aloott  With  illustrations.  Boston:  Roberts  Brothers.  1869. 
12mo.  pp.  860. 

Realities  of  Irish  Life.  By  W.  Stewart  French.  Boston :  Roberts  Brothers. 
1869.     16mo,  pp.  297. 

Lettice  Lisle.    Boston :  Littell  <k  Qay.    870.  pp.  94. 

All  for  Oreed.  By  the  Baroness  Blare  de  Bury.  Boston :  Littell  A  Gay. 
8to.  pp.  93. 

The  Crescent  and  the  Cross:  A  Story  of  the  Siege  of  Malta.  Americao 
Tract  Sodeiy,  160  Nassau  street,  New  York.     16mo.  pp.  288. 

The  Rescued  Child.  By  Mrs.  J.  W.  Schenck.  Published  by  the  American  Tract 
Society,  150  Nassau  street.  New  York.    24mo.  pp  96. 

The  CoEy.House  Tales.  By  J.  T.  H..  author  of  "  Christmas  at  the  Beeches.^ 
Published  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  28  Comhill,  Boston.    24mo.  pp.  168. 

The  Children's  Chip-Basket  By  Harriet  N.  Hathaway.  Published  by  the 
American  Tract  Society,  28  Comhill,  Boston.    24mo.  pp.  102. 

Netherolilt:  The  Story  of  a  Merchant,  told  by  Himself.  By  Miss  L.  Bates. 
Published  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  28  Comhill,  Boston.     16mo.  279. 

Lindenwood ;  or,  Berthage  ResoWe.  By  Mrs.  S.  E.  Dawes.  American  Tract 
Soeiety,  160  Nassau  street.  New  York.     12mo.  pp.  446. 

Little  Effie's  Home.  By  the  author  of  '*  Donald  Fraser,"  ''  Bertie  Lee,**  etc. 
Robert  Carter  <k  Brothers,  New  York.     1870.     16roa  pp.  266. 

No  Sects  in  Heaven ;  and  other  Poems.  By  Mrs.  E.  H.  J.  Cleavelitnd.  New 
York:  Clark  A  Maynard.    1869.    24mo.  pp.  95. 

SCIENTIFIO. 

On  the  Physical  BasU  of  Life.  By  T.  H.  Huxley,  LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  Published 
at  the  office  of  the  ''  College  Courant."  New  Haven,  Conn.     1869.     12ma  pp.  24. 

Treatises  on  Light,  Color,  Electricity,  and  Magnetism.  By  Johann  Ferdinand 
Jencken,  M.  D.  Translated  and  prefaced  by  Historical  and  Critical  Essays,  by 
Henry  D.  Jencken,  Barristerat-Law,  M.  R.  I.,  F.  R.  G.  S.,  etc,  etc.  London, 
Trilbner  A  Co.,  66  Paternoster  Row.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  288. 

The  Phenomena  and  Laws  of  Heat    By  Achilla  Cazin,  Professor  of  Physics 
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in  tbe  Lyceum  of  Yersailles.  TraDslated  and  edited  by  Elihii  Rich.  New  York : 
Charles  Scriboer  k  Oo.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  265. 

The  Wonders  of  Optics.  By  F.  Marion.  Translated  from  the  French,  and 
edited  by  Charles  W.  Qain,  F.  C.  S.  Illnstraied  with  seventy  EngraTings  on 
wood  and  a  6olored  Frontispiece.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner  <fc  Co.  12mo. 
pp.  248. 

Thunder  and  Lightning.  By  W.  De  Fonvielle.  Translated  from  the  French, 
and  edited  by  T.  L.  Phipson,  Ph.  D.,  F.  C.  S.,  etc.  Illastrated  with  thirty-nine 
Engravings  on  wood.    New  York:  Charles  Scribner  <fc  Co.    12mo.  pp.  216. 

T£ZT  BOOKS. 

A  Compendious  German  Grammar.  By  William  D.  Whitney,  Professor  of 
Sanskrit,  and  Instructor  in  Modern  Languages  in  Yale  College.  Leypoldt  A 
Holt,  New  York.     1869.    16mo.  pp.  248. 

A  German  Reader,  in  Prose  and  Verse,  with  Notes  and  Vocabulary.  By  Wil- 
liam D.  Whitney,  Professor  of  Sanskrit,  and  Instructor  in  Modern  Languages  in 
Yale  College.    Leypoldt  <fr  Holt,  New  York.    1869.     Idmo.  pp.  281. 

Elements  of  the  Greek  Language :  Taken  from  the  Greek  Grammar  of  James 
Hadley,  Professor  in  Yale  College.  D.  Appleton  &Co.,  New  York.  1869.  16mo. 
pp.  246. 

Elements  of  Latin  Grammar  for  Schools.  By  Albert  Harkness,  Ph.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor in  Brown  University.  New  York :  D.  Appleton  <k  Co.  1869.  12mo. 
pp.  156. 

Chase  <k  Stuart's  Classical  Series.  The  Works  of  Horace.  By  Thomas  Chase. 
A.  M.,  Professor  in  Haverford  College.  Eldredge  <fc  Brother,  Philadelphia. 
1870.     16mo.  pp.  429. 

The  German  Echo,  a  Guide  to  German  Conversation ;  or,  Dialogues  on  Ordi- 
nary and  Familiar  Subjects.  With  an  adequate  Vocabulary.  Edited  for  the 
use  of  American  Students,  by  James  K.  Worman,  A.  M.  A.  S.  Barnes  <&  Co* 
New  York.     1869.     l6mo.  pp.  208. 

Abrisz  der  Deutschen  Literatur-geschichte.  Von  Dr.  \l,  P.  Evans,  Professor 
der  neueren  Spraohen  und  Literatur  an  der  Universitat  von  J^chigan.  New 
York:    Leypoldt  <k  Holt.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  285. 

The  Elements  of  Theoretical  and  Descriptive  Economy,  for  the  use  of  Colleges 
and  Academies.  By  Charles  T.  White,  A.  M.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Astronomy 
and  Navigation  in  the  United  States  Naval  Academy.  Philadelphia:  Claxton, 
Remsen,  <fr  Haffelfinger.     1869.     16mo.  pp.  272. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Innocents  Abroad,  or  the  New  Pilgrim's  Progress;  being  some  account  of 
the  Steamship  Quaker  City's  pleasure  excursion  to  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land ; 
with  descriptions  of  countries,  nations,  incidents,  and  adventures,  as  they 
appeared  to  the  author.  With  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  illustrations.  By 
Mark  Twain  (Samuel  L.  Clemens).  Hartford :  American  Publishing  Company. 
1869.     8vo.  pp.  651. 

Foreign  Missions :  Their  Relations  and  Claims.  By  Rufus  Anderson,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.,  late  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Missions.    New  York :  Charles  Scribner  <fr  Co.    1869.    12mo.  pp.  878. 

The  Letters  of  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu.  Edited  by  Mrs.  Hala  Revised 
Edition.    Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.    1869.    12mo.  pp.  407. 
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The  Letters  of  Madame  de  Seyign^  to  her  Daughter  and  Friends.  Edited  by 
Mrs.  Hale.    Revised  Edition.    Boston  :  Roberts  Brothers.    1869.    12mo.  pp.488. 

Woman  in  Prison.  By  Caroline  H.  Woods.  New  York:  Hard  4  Houghton. 
1869.     12mo.  pp.  198. 

Memoirs  of  Extraordinary  Popular  Delusions  and  the  Madness  of  Crowds.  By 
Charles  Mackay,  LL.  D.  George  Rontledge  <fr  Sons,  416  Broome  street,  New 
York.     12mo.  pp.  322. 

The  Intelligence  of  Animals :  With  lUostratiye  Anecdotes.  From  the  French 
of  Ernest  Menault.    Charles  Scribner  <fc  Co.,  New  York.    1869.    16mo.  pp.  370. 

Adyentnree  on  the  Qreat  Hunting  Groands  of  the  World.  By  Victor  Mea- 
nier.  Illustrated  with  twenty-two  wood  cuts.  New  York :  Charles  Scribner  A 
Oa     1869.     16mo.     pp.297. 

Dame  >fatare  and  her  Three  Daughters  (La  Mere  Gigogne  et  ses  trois  filles). 
A  Grandpapa*8  talks  and  stories  about  Natural  History,  and  things  of  daily  use. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  X.  B.  Saintine,  Author  of  "  Picciola."  New 
York:  Hurd  <fr  Houghton.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  ?68. 

The  American  College:  An  Address  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Ma- 
rietta College,  June  29,  1869.  By  I.  W.  Andrews.  Marietta.  1869.  12mo.  pp.  22. 

Letter  to  the  Alumni  of  Dartmouth  College,  on  its  Hundredth  Anniversary, 
by  Nathan  Lord.    Hurd  <fr  Houghton,  New  York.     1869.     12mo.  pp.  89. 

Woman  as  God  Made  Her:  The  True  Woman.  By  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulton,  Tremont 
Temple,  Boston.  To  which  is  added.  Woman  y&  Ballot  Boston:  Lee  &  Shep- 
pard.     1869.     l6mo  pp.  xii.,  218,  50. 

Tommy  Try,  and  What  he  did  in  Science.  By  Charles  Ottley  Groom  Napier  (of 
Merchiston),  F.  G  S.  With  46  Illustrations.  New  York :  D.  Appleton  k  Co. 
1869.     12mo.  pp.  808. 

Some  Thoughts  Concerning  Education.  By  John  Locke.  New  York:  J.  W. 
Schermerhorn&  Co.,  14  Bond  street.  First  Edition.  January,  1869.  24mo.pp.  192. 

Shining  Light  By  the  author  of  "  Memorials  of  Captain  Hedley  Vicars." 
Robert  Carter  <fc  Brothers,  New  York     1869.    24ma  pp.  181. 

New  York.  Illustrated  with  Maps.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  lik  Co.  8vo. 
pp.  62. 

Mental  Photographs:  An  Album  for  Confessions  of  Tastes,  Habits,  and  Con- 
victions.    Edited  by  Robert  Saxton.     New  York :  Leypoldt  <fc  Holt     1869. 

The  Mount  Zion  Collection.  By  Theodore  E.  Perkins.  New  York:  A.  S. 
Barnes  A  Co.     pp.  884. 

Sabbath  Carols :  A  New^Collection  of  Music  and  Hymn&  Prepared  for  the  use 
of  Sunday  Schools.  By  Theodore  E.  Perkins.  A.  S.  Baines  dc  Ca  New 
York:  16mo.  pp.  144. 

The  Dance  of  Modem  Society.  By  W.  0.  Wilkinson.  New  York:  Oakley, 
Mason,  <k  Co     1869.     16mo.  pp.  77. 

ALMANACS. 

The  Atlantic  AlmABac  Boston :  Fields,  Osgood,  A  Co.  1870.  Large  ootaTO. 
pp.  64. 

Appleton's  Illustrated  Almanac  1870.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  it  Co, 
Edited  by  Miss  Susan  Fenimore  Cooper.    Large  octavo,    pp.  48. 

The  Christian  Almanac  for  1869.  16mo.  pp.  60.  American  Tract  Society,  100 
Nassau  street,  New  York.  Q 
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